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TO 

JOSHUA  DANCER^  ESQ., 

SHINRONE,  KINO'S  COUNTY. 


My  Dear  Sib, 

Allow  me  to  dedicate  to  you  these  VokumeSj  at  a 
^Ughi  tribute  iff  esteem  for  your  private  character y  and  of 
ffraHUudeJbr  the  m4my  favours  which  you  have  conferred  upon 
me.  They  rehie  principaiOy  to  a  country  €i)out  wh 
not  whdUy  uninterested;  and  if  in  your  moments  qflAswrCy 
jfou  derive  either  in/onnatian  or  amusemeTdJrom  their  perusal^ 
however  they  may  be  received  by  the  world,  I  shall  not 
regret  the  circumstance  of  having  committed  them  to  the 
press. 

I  cun  unconscious  how  Jar,  or  whether  at  att^my  sentimentSy 
on  some  important  subfects  discussed  in  the  following  pages,    . 
men/  co-incide  wiih  yours ;  but  I  conscie  myself  with  the  reflec- 
ilony   that,  though  you  should  be  unable  to  subscribe  to  every 
article  in  n^  political  creed,  you  unU  not  on  that  account  think 
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lui  favourabhf  of  fny  rincerUy,  or  be  less  wiUingitiU  to  aSow 
me  to  rank  among  the  number  of  your  friends. 

WUh  Ihie  conviction  on  my  mndj  permit  me  to  aesure  youy 
thai  I  am^ 

Mt  Dba»  Sib, 

Yauremoitreepec^iilfyimdeffectionaiekfj 

E.  A.  TALBOT. 


Jut^Wlh^  1824. 
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The  following  pages  relate  chiefly  to  a  country 
which  must  be  viewed,  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain^  with  some  degree  of  parental 
solicitude :  Their  object  is  to  give  a  true  descrip- 
tion of  Upper  Canada,  to  represent  the  vast 
importance  of  that  portion  of  his  Majesty's 
dependencies,  and  to  demonstrate  some  of  its 
capabilities  as  a  grand  field  for  coloniza- 
tion. When  British  territory  is  my  subject, 
and  the  British  Public  my  auditors,  —  if  I 
may  so  express  myself, — ^I  hope  I  need  make 
little  apology  for  having  allowed  this  work  to 
pass  through  the  press :  For^  though  I  am  fully 
conscious  of  my  inability  to  do  perfect  justice  to 
the  country  which  I  have  attempted  to  describe^ 
or  to  aiford  much  amusement  to  a  people  whom 
I  am  desirous  to  inform^  1  feel  assured  that  my 
well-intended  endeavours  will  be  regarded  by 
the  candid  reader  as  affording  some  excuse  for 
the  absence  of  more  shining  qualities*    To  lite- 
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rary  merits  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood^ 
I  make  not  the  slightest  pretensions*  I  am  a 
plain  man^  unadorned  with  the  graces  of  eru- 
dition^ and  accustomed  to  clothe  my  sentiments 
only  in  the  simple  garb  of  unaffected  sincerity  : 
And  had  some  person  of  more  competent  acquire- 
ments entered  on  this  task^  many  hours  of  dili- 
gent inquiry  and  industrious  research^  which 
I  have  spent  in  collecting  materials^  would 
have  been  devoted  to  other  more  profitable 
pursuits.  But  as  this  has  not  been  the  case^  I 
shall  perhaps  obtain  forgiveness  for  having  per- 
formed that  ifidtfferently,  which  no  man  has 
attempted  to  perform  at  all.* 

If,  however,  I  had  not  the  vanity  to  imagine, 
—  and  perhaps  it  may  be  only  an.  tmogtnateon,  — 
that  these  volumes  contain  as  much  useful  in- 

♦  There  bave^  I  am  aware^  been  several  works  recently  pub- 
lished, which  ^ve  some  account  of  Upper  Canada ;  but  thej 
have  been  written  by  Tourists,  who  have  passed  hastily  through 
the  country,  and  who  have,  in  common  with  all  rapid  travellers, 
gleaned  in  their  flight  a  few  fragments  of  information,  which, 
though  sometimes  correct,  are  much  more  frequently  manifestly 
erroneous.  Captain  Stuart,  the  only  resident  writer,  in  his  *'  Emi- 
grant's Guide  to  Upper  Canada," — a  work  which  might  be  much 
more  appropriately  entitled  the  PilgrimTs  Guide  to  the  Celestial 
A^iofW,— haa  given  seme  honest-and  valuable  information  respect- 
ing the  country;  but  it  contains  such  a  confused  medley  of  pole-* 
mical  theology,  whining  cant,  and  complimentary  bombast,  tha( 
it  would  reqiiire  as  much  patience  to  travel  through  his  duo* 
decimo  volume,  as  to  make  a  pedestrian  tour  through  the  whole 
of  the  Upper  Province. 
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fonnation  regpecting  that  part  of  the  world  io 
which  they  relate,  as  is  iBually  found  in  produc- 
tions on  similar  subjects,  I  should  certainly 
never  have  been  induced  to  offer  them  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  public 

To  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  apply  to 
my  style  the  severity  of  criticism,  I  would  beg 
leave  io  observe,  that,  if  I  had  even  felt  a  dispo- 
siti(Mi  to  become  a  candidate  for  literary  fame, 
my  numerous  avocations  would  have  precluded 
the  possibility  of  bestowing  such  a  pration  of 
time  on  these  pages,  as  every  literary  man 
knows  to  be  indispensable  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  such  an  object.  Compelled,  as  I  have 
been,  to  employ  almost  every  hour  of  my  lifo 
m  avocations,  —  which,  though  less  congenial 
to  me  than  those  of  literature,  are  necessarily 
of  greater  importance,  —  I  have  had  little  leisure 
either  for  partaking  of  those  intellectual  ban- 
quets vrhich  are  provided  in  rich  profusion  by 
other  vrriters,  or  of  attempting  to  prepare  for 
my  own  readers  a  more  homely  repast.  Much,  I 
think,  "will  not  be  expected  from  me,  when 
I  acknowledge,  that  almost  every  sentence 
contained  in  these  volumes  was  composed  by 
the  light  of  the  midnight  lamp,  with  a  mind 
son^mes  unhinged,  and  often  enervated,  from 
having  been  employed  during  the  day  in  duties 
of  paramount  consideration.     During  a  resi- 
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dence  of  nearly  six  years  in  America,  I  cannot 
now  call  to  recollection  a  single  day  which  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  devoting  exclusively  either  to 
pleasure  or  to  study  :  And  these  circumstances^ 
united  with  the  fact  that  the  greater  part  of  this 
work  was  written  before  the  author  had  attained 
bis  twehty^third  year^  will  constitute  a  sufficient 
iqpology  for  the  defects  which  it  contains. 

In  the  succeeding  Introduction,  I  have 
adverted  to  my  native  country,  and  to  the 
motives  for  leaving  it  by  which  I  and  my 
friends  were  influenced:  The  reader  will 
there  find,  that  I  am  an  Irishman ;  and  ifj^ 
in  the  indulgence  of  a  strong  attachment  to  the 
land  of  my  birth,  I  exhibit  some  of  that  warmth 
€>f  feeling  and  expression  by  which  all  my  coun- 
trymen are  distinguished,  I  hope  to  be  par- 
doned for  such  unstudied  and  incidental  dis« 
plays  of  nationality* 

I  know  only  of  another  circumstance  to  which 
I  may  be  expected  to  allude  in  the  form  of  brief 
apology;  and  that  is,  to  the  recital  of  scnne 
Trans-atlantic  conversations  which  occurred  in 
my  presence,  and  which  1  considered  to  be 
liighly  characteristic  of  American  morals.  These 
details,  howevjar,  it  will  be  perceived,  have 
been  given  with  as  studious  a  regard  to  decency, 
as  the  high  claims  of  my  duty  to  the  Public 
would  allow^    I  could  not  reconcile  it  to  my 
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judgment,  to  suffer  any  man  td  rise  up  from 
the  perusal  of  this  publication,  without  obtain- 
ing from  it  accurate  intelligence  concerning  the 
state  of  society  in  Upper  Canada :  And,  though 
a  decided  friend  to  the  speedy  colonization  of 
that  fertile  and  extensive  tract  of  the  New- 
World,  I  raise  my  warning  voice  against  the 
undue   expectations  which  an   emigrant  may 
dierish  respecting  ^nhe  artless  simplicity,  the 
innocent  lives,  and  the  unsophisticated  manners'" 
of  American  settlors,  among  whom  he  intends 
to  take  up  his  future  abode.     To  tell  such  an 
individual,  *^  that  he  is  about  to  be  introduced 
"  to  an  earthly  Paradise,  in  which  persons  of 
"  both  sexes  are  celebrated  for  their  chaste  coh- 
^  verse  and  exemplary  virtues,'' — would  be  most 
egregiously  to  mislead.     But  when  I  offer  him 
a  few  practical  illustrations  of  Canadian  moral- 
ity, and  shew  him  the  proximate  causes  of  the 
grossness  of  manners  and  of  the  semi-barbarism, 
which  are  much  too  prevalent,  I  guard  the  pro- 
posed settler  against  all  misapprehensions  on 
this  subject,  in  a  more  effectual  manner  than  by 
general  remarks  and  distant  cautions. 

In  communicating  to  the  world  the  result  of 
my  observations  on  the  Canadas,  I  have,  accord- 
ing to  modern  usage,  adopted  the  epistolary 
form,  oh  account  of  the  facilities  wiiich  it  affords 
to  such  a  writer  as  myself  in  the  free  expression' 
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of  his  opinions ;  and  chiefly  because^  nnder  the 
familiar  designation  of  a  Correspondent^  I  am 
enabled  to  introduce  numerous  remarks  that 
might  appear  too  trivial^  when  delivered  in  the 
imposing  formality  of  didactic  composition.  The 
extracts  from  the  Joumal/which  I  wrote  during 
my  excursion  through  the  United  States^  I  have 
presented  to  my  readers  in  a  consecutive  and 
abridged  narrative^  that  it  might  be  complete 
by  itself. 

I  lie  under  no  necessity  to  assure  those  who 
know  my  connections  in  life^  as  well  as  my  prin- 
ciples^ that  my  sentiments  on  several  of  the 
subjects  discussed  in  these  volumes^  have  been 
as  maturely  formed^  as  they  are  honestly  and 
fearlessly  declared ;  and  that  many  of  them  are 
at  variance  with  those  of  some  persons  whom  I 
highly  respect.  But  how  erroneous  soever  these 
friends  may  deem  certain  view9  and  conceptions 
which  I  entertain  and  have  here  published^  it  is 
a  duty  I  owe  to  all  other  persons  to  affirm,  that 
in  no  single  instance  have  I  enlisted  wilfal  mis-* 
representation  or  personal  obloquy  in  support  of 
my  positions ;  but  have  stated  facts  and  reasoned 
upon  them  in  a  manner,  which,  I  hope,  the 
most  scrupulous  of  my  readers  will  consider  to  be 
at  once  fair  and  conscientious. 

E.A.T. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


If  I  may  form  any  opinion  respecting  the  feelingv 

of  other   men^  by  the  general  inclination  of  my 

own,  on  subjects  which  may  be  supposed  to  have' 

nearly   a   similar  effect  upon  all,  I  think  every 

reader  must  evince  a  wish  to  know  something  of 

the  author  whose  works  he  may  have  an  opportu« 

nity  of  reading.     It  is,  however,  difficult  to  tender 

this  information,  without  either  incurring  the  impU'* 

fation  of  egotism,  or  appearing  solicitous  to  con* 

ceal  something  with  which  curiosity  might  wish  to 

become  acquainted. 

I  make  no  pretensions  to  more  of  that  ^^  charity 
'  which  thinketh  no  evil,"  than  is  inherent  m  the 
imtellectual  part  of  our  species ;  and  yet  I  alwa}^ 
feel  disposed  to  put  the  most  favourable  construe* 
tion  on  the  confessions  of  an  author,  who  endea- 
▼oars  to  introduce  himself  to  his  reader,  With  a 
becoming  diffidence.  I  enter  on  the  pefusal  of  his 
work  with  additional  zest.  His  frankness,  in  speak* 
flag  of  himself  and  bis  connections,  inclines  me  to 
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think  favourably  of  his  character ;  and,  from  the 
previous  knowledge  which  I  thus  obtain  of  his  pri- 
vate concerns^  I  feel  far  more  interested  in  his  fate^ 
and  in  the  varying  sensations  of  pleasure  and  pain 
with  which  he  is  affected, — even  if  his  style  be  not 
altogether  unexceptionable, — than  if  I  were  read* 
ing  the  most  elegant  composition  of  an  utter 'stran<- 
ger.  I  have  been  accustomed  from  my  boyhood 
to  regard  those  unassuming,  yet  meuily,  explana- 
tions as  a  friendly  ^lake  of  the  hands  between  t^e 
writer  and  his  reader ;  and,  after  such  an  introduce 
tion,  I  pass  as  pleasantly  over  his  pages,  as  if  in  the 
company  of  an  old  acquaintance* 

This  preliminary  information  is  still  more  neces*- 
sary  from  any  writer  who  assumes  the  character  of 
a  "Tourist," — how  slight  soever  may  be  Ijis  claims 
to  that  appellation.  Every  man  betrays  a  desire 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  real  motives  that 
have  induced  the  wanderer  to  roam,  and  to  give 
the  world  a  history  of  his  adventures, — of  the  ideas 
which  have  arisen  in  his  mind  on  viewing  particular 
objects, — or  of  the  vivid  images  which  have  been 
impressed  on  his  memory  by  contemplating  man 
under  the  influence  of  ^^  other  laws  and  other  dimes." 
Reasoning  thus,  with  all  humility,  from  myself  to 
others,  I  have  resolved  to  prefix  to  these  volumes 
a  brief  statement  of  the  reasons  which  first  induced 
me  and  my  connectionb  to  emigrate. 

Poverty,  I  conceive,  is  no  crime.  The  greatest 
sages  of  antiquity  have  not  been  ashamed  of  allud- 
ing to  res  angusta^  domi;  and  it  would  be  a  curious 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


INTRODUCTION.  S 

imtanoe  of  sentimeo^tol  fa»tidioasiie8s,  or  modish 
afiectaiioD)  in  one  so  far  beneath  the  least  of  them^ 
were  I  to  hesitate  in  the  acknowledgment^  that  I 
became  an  exile,  not  as  a  matter  of  choice,  but  of 
neoeaeity, — not  with  the  view  of  realising  a  fortune 
in  the  trans-atlantic  wildei^nesses^ — ^but  of  escaping 
from  penury  and  its  consequent  miseries,  in  the  land 
of  my  nativity. 

My  lather,  once  possessed  of  a  handsome  compe- 
tency in  the  South  of  Ireland,  found  himself,  ab<mt 
the  ioodolusion  of  the  late  war,  in  «uch  circum^ 
stances  a&  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  his  continue 
ing  in  the  country,  without  descending  from 
that  wpbefTid  of  life  in  which  he  had  been  accus- 
famed  to  move,  to  one,  for  the  endurance  of 
idioae  toils  and  difBculties  he  wa9,  by  his  fdrmer 
habits,  completely  incapacitated.  Being  attached 
to  a  military  life  from  his  infency,  and  having; 
early  entered  into  the  Militia  of  his  native. ocninty^ 
^^in  which,  however,  he  did  not  long  renmin, — biff 
sons  very  naturally  manifested  a  strong  predilec^ 
tkm  for  the  army.  Believing  that  he  had  interest 
aftfficient  to  obtain  commission?  for  us,  as  soon  as 
we  should  attain  to  a  proper  age,  he  endeavoured^ 
limited  as  his  resources  were,  to  give  us  such  ati 
education  as  would  qualify  us  for  a  station  in  that 
sthool  of  honour,  the  British  army,  without  dis* 
gracing  our  profession,  or  in  any  other  manner 
placing  insuperable  barriers  against  our  future  pro 
motion.      This  hope  alone  served,  for  many  years, 
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m  an  encouragement  to  Bim  to  buffet  the  waves  of 
itfd verse  fortune,  till  he  could  thus  provide  for  my 
brother  tmd  me.  But  his  expectations,  at  the  return 
6f  {lelLce,  were  all  blasted.  Almost  every  avenue 
'  of  honourable  competition,  in  other  professions,  wasi 
then  pre-occupied ;  and  they  soon  became  still  more 
<^rowded,  when  many  young  men,  who  were  obliged 
to  retire  from  the  service,  sought  out  new  sources 
ef  advancement,  with  higher  claims  upon  that  coun- 
try for  whose  honour  several  of  them  had  fought 
and  bled,  than  could  even  be  assumed  by  the  most 
respectable  person  in  private  life. 

Gloomy  and  lowering  at  that  time  were  the  pro- 
spect? of  our  family.  When  my  father  perceived, 
that  the  door  of  military  preferment  was,  through 
inevitable  circumstances,  closed  against  his  sons, — 
and  that  scarcely  a  chance  remained  of  our  success 
in  other  quarters,  or  of  being  able  to  escape 


-The  whips  and  soornt  of  time« 


The  oppressor's  wrongs  the  proud  man's  contamelyj 

The  pangs  of  despls'd  love,  the  law's  delay. 

The  insolence  of  office,  or  the  spurhs 

Thiit  patient  merit  of  the  unworthy  takes  ;— 

he  directed  his  attention  to  emigration,  as  the  only 
means  of  providing  for  his  numerous  family,  and 
c^  avoiding  those  painful  feelings  which  muiirt  neces- 
sarily arise  in  the  breast  of  any  man,  who,  through 
the  effects  of  youthful  indiscretion  or  other  disas- 
ters, odnnot  prevent  his  children  from  retrograding 
in  the  scale  of  society. 
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Whatever  portipn  of  pride  may  enter  into  th? 
composition  of  such  wpunded  feelings^  they  will  at 
Iwst  command  sympathy  from  thpse  whose  senai^ 
Mlitiee  are  alive  to  the  condition  of  an  affeptionate 
parent^  doomed  to  spend  the  evening  of  bis  days, 
ia  {Comparative  poverty,  pear  the  place  of  his  birth, 
and  contiguous  to  the  very  possessions  which  had 
for  ages  been  the  abode  of  his  family. 

Thousands  of  the  unfortunate  sons  and  daughters 
of  Ireland  were  at  this  time  coptemplatipg  a  removi^l 
to  the  United  States  of  America.  The  popular  pr^ 
judices^  in  favour  of  settling  there,  were  then  ix^ 
their  full  force,  though  many  of  them  have  since 
been  dissipated  by  the  painful  experience  of  such 
as  too  readily  believed  the  glowing  descriptions 
which  had  been  given,  or  deceived  themselves  with 
unreasonable  anticipations.  The  amazing  variety 
and  extent  of  territory  in  the  Republic, — the  ample 
ohoioe  of  climate  and  soil  which  jt  offers  to  ag.ricul- 
tillists, — the  successful  enterprise  of  the  first  settler^, 
-:r-aiid  thje  rising  importance  of  some  recen^  establish-^ 
iQents,-r-all  conspired  to  recommend  that  portion 
of  the  New  World  to  the  notice  of  adventurers* 
But  there  was  another  consideration,  which,  in  my 
father's  mind,  preponderated  over  all  these  seduc- 
ing advf^itages  :  To  become  the  subject  of  a  coun* 
try  avowedly  hostile  to  that  in  which  his  family 
had,  for  many  cbnturies,  flourished  in  the  sunshine 
of  ft4tish  protection,— to  separate  himself  for  ever 
from  British  institutions  and  British  laws,--^wd  ta 
be  compelled  to  teach  his  little  children  the  political 
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creed  of  a  Republic,  for  whieh  he  could  himself 
never  feel  a  sentiment  of  attachment,  —  were 
thoughts  which  neither  he,  nor  such  of  his  children 
as  were  capable  of  judging  for  themselves,  could 
ever  be  induced  to  entertain. 

These  were  the  chief  considerations  which  decided 
us  in  giving  a  preference  to  the  unexplored  wilds 
of  Upper  Canada,  and  made  us  neglect  what  was 
generally  denominated  "  the  Elysian  scenery'*  of 
the  United  States.  With  this  choice, — although 
originally  made  from  political  motives, — we  have 
had  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied.  On  the  contrary^ 
after  a  trial  of  nearly  six  years,  we  felicitate  our* 
selves  on  the  determination  to  which  we  then 
came.  But  as  the  reasons  of  our  self-gratulation 
will  be  fully  developed  in  the  subjoined  narrative, 
it  is  unnecessary  in  this  place  to  anticipate  the 
subject. 

Our  choice  of  country  having  been  maturely 
formed,  my  father  applied  to  Earl  Bathurst,  his 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  De- 
partment, for  a  grant  of  land  in  the  Canadas.  This 
application  was  accompanied  with  the  following 
letter  from  a  highly  respectable  Irish  nobleman : 

"BiEE  Castle,  SlstDec.y  1817. 

"  My  Lord, 

"  Mr.  Richard  Talbot,  who  lives  in 
this  neighbourhood,  ^nd  who  has  some  intention 
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of  settling  in  Upper  Canada,  has  requested  horn 
me  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  your  Lordship. 

*^  I  have  known  Mr.  Talbot,  and  all  his  family, 
for  many  years.  They  are  all  very  loyal,  worthy, 
and  highly  respectable  people  ;  and,.  I  am  certain, 
they  will  always  discharge,  with  the  strictest  fide- 
lity, any  trust  which  his  Majesty's  Government 
may  repose  in  him ;  and,  I  am  confident,  that  he 
will  be  found  by  the  Government  of  Cant»da,  should 
he  go  there,  a  most  zealous,  attached,  and  active 
subject  of  his  Majesty^s,  as  he  has  always  been  in 
this  country  :  And  1  beg  leave  to  add,  if  you  will 
permit  me  so  to  do,  that  any  mark  of  attention,  with 
which  you  may  be  pleased  to  honour  him  on  this 
occ&«(ion,  will  be  esteemed  by  me  a  most  particu- 
lar favour. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Dear  Lord,  , 

<<  Your  very  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  "  ROSSE.** 

«  To  Earl  Bathurst,''  <J-c,  <J-c. 

In  a  short  time  the  Earl  of  Rosse  received,  and 
forwarded  to  my  father,  the  subjoined  reply  : . 

*<  Downifig'Streetf  July  Vtthj  1818. 

'*  Mt  Dear  Lord, 

"  I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  29th  ult.,  recommending  to  my  favour- 
able consideration  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Richard  Tal- 
bot.    I  have  only  deferred  the  acknowledgnient 
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of  it  SO  long)  in  order  th^t  I  might  have  it  in  my 
power  to  communicate  to  your  Lordship  the  extent 
pf  enc<>uri|gement  which  his  Majesty's  Government 
were  prepared  to  giv0  to  persons  desirous  of  receiv- 
ing grants  of  land  in  Canada.  I  cannot  better 
explain  their  decision  upon  this  point,  than  by 
bclosing^  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  letter 
which  I  have  directed  to  be  addressed  to  all  persons 
tnakJng  similar  applications,  and  which  contains  a 
full  statement  of  the  conditions  under  which  alone 
f xtensive  grants  of  land  can  be  made  to  any  indi- 
viduals. 

**  I  have  tho  honour  to  bo,  my  Dear  Lord,  . 
"  Your  very  faithful,  humble  Servant, 

(Signed)  "  BATHURST.'* 

«  To  the  Earl  ofRosser 

The  following   is  the  'circular  to  which   Earl 
Bathurst  alludes : 


'  CcHomdl  Department^  Downing-Streety 
«  May  16,  1818. 


JSiR, 


"  I  am  directed  by  Lord  Bathurst  to 
acqudJ!nt  you,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  of 
December,  1817,  that  his  Majesty's  Government 
have  ceased  to  give  any  encouragement  to  indi- 
viduals desirous  of  proceeding  qs  Settlers  to  \\\« 
Majesty's  Colonies  abroad,  beyond  a  grant  qf 
twenty-five  acres  of  land,  in  the  Colony  which 
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they  may  select,  and  that  they  are  neither  to  expect 
a  passage  at  the  expenoe  of  Government,  nor  any 
assistance  after  their  arrival  in  the  Colony. 

**  Lord  Bathurst  is,  however,  ready  to  receive 
proposals  from  any  persons  willing  to  undertake, 
either  in  person  or  by  their  agents,  the  cultivation 
of  larger  grants  of  land,  either  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  in  the  North  American  Provinces,  under 
the  following  conditions : 

"  Such  grants  will  only  be  made  to  those  who 
can  engage  to  take  out,  and  locate  upon  the  land 
panted,  ten  settlers  at  the  least ;  and  the  quantity 
of  l«md  granted,  in  each  case,  will  be  in  the  propor- 
tion of  One  Hundred  acres  for  every  settler  pro- 
posed to  be  taken  out* 

"  In  order  to  prevent  any  evasion  of  this  con- 
dition, the  person  applying  for  a  grant  of  land  will 
be  required  to  pay  down  a  sum  at  the  rate  of  Ten 
Pounds  for  every  settler,  which  sum  will  be  repaid 
to  him,  so  soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  Colony  as 
the  Settlers  shall  have,  been  located  upon  the  land 


"  I  am  only  furthei'  to  acquaint  you,  that,  in 
case  of  your  being  willing  to  undertake  the  culti- 
vation of  land  under  these  conditions,  either  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  in  North  America,  and  in 
the  event  of  your  proposal  being  approved  by  hia 
Lordship,  a  gvant  will  be  made  to  you  free  of 
fixpenee  ;  and  the  necessary  tonnage  will  be  pro-' 
vided  for  the  conveyance  of  yourself  or  your  agents, 
and  the  Settlers  whom  you  may  have  engaged  to 
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accompany  you.     T^ie  expence  of  Ttctualling  the 
Settlers  will  be  to  be  defrayed  by  yourself. 
«  I  am, 

«  SiK, 

"  Your  humble  Servant, 

"HENRY  GOULBURN." 

My  father  at  once  acceded  to  the  terms  proposed 
in  this  document;  and^  instead  of  procuring  ten 
Settlers  to  accompany  him,  fifty«four  families,  con- 
sisting of  nearly  Two  Hundred  persons,  presented 
themselves  as  candidates  for  emigration  under  his 
auspices.  When  he  had  made  the  requisite  arrange- 
ments with  this  numerous  party, — some  of  whom 
were  respectable  yeomen^  and  others^  small  farmers 
of  loyal  principles  and  fair  characters, — he  fulfilled 
the  conditions  of  Earl  Bathurst^s  letter,  by  paying 
down  the  specified  deposit. 

Immediately  after  the  cofnpletion  of  this  part  of 
the  business,  we  received  the  following  note  from 
Mr.  Goulburn,  inclosing  Lord  Bathurst's  order  to 
the  'Governor  of  Canada : 

<<  Daaminff^Street,  IM  J%,  18ia 

'*  Mr.  Goulburn  presents  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  Talbot,  and  transmits  herewith  Lord  ^athurst's 
order  to  the  Governor  of  Canada,  to  make  the  grant 
of  land  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Settlers 
who  accompany  him.'* 
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"  Secretary  tfStaifs  Office,  Downing^Sireei^ 
«  27^  May,  1818. 

"  Sir, 

*'  Richard  Talbot,  Esquire,  having  engaged 
to  take  out  to  Canada  the  Settlers  whose  names 
are  hereunto  annexed,  you  are  in  the  first  instance 
to  assign  to  him  a  grant  of  land,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  One  Hundred  acres  for  each  male  indi- 
vidual above  the  age  of  Seventeen  years  who  may 
accompany  him.  And  as  the  Settlers  become  located 
on  the  land  assigned  to  him,  repay  to  him  the 
sums  afiSxed  to  their  respective  names ;  drawing  ou 
my  Under-Secretary  for  the  amount. 

*<  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 
(Sgned)  "  BATHURST.^ 

"  Sir  John  Cope  Sherhrodkey 
«  Gaoenwr  of  Canada^  i^c. 

On  receipt  of  these  letters^  which  were  tant- 
amount to  marching  orders  for  our  busy  band  of 
settlers,  we  prepared  for  our  immediate  departure 
to  the  place  of  embarkation. 

As  a  particular  account  of  the  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings of  the  whole  party  will  be  found  in  these 
volumes,  the  preceding  Introduction,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  be  considered  sufficiently  copious. 
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Alir  MAN  LITIVG  MAT  MAKE  A  BOOK  WORTH  Xf  ApIlTG,  UP  BE  WILL 
BUT  SET  DOWN  WITH  TRUTH  WHAT  HE  HAS  SEEK  OR  HEARD, — BO 
MA'/tER  whether  the   BOOK   IB  WELL   WRITTEN   OR  NOT.  • 

GRAY. 

REGIONS  MOUNTAINOUS  AND  WILD,  THINLY  INHABITED  AWB  LITTLE' 
CULTIVATED,  MAKE  A  GREAT  PART  OF  THE  EARTH  ;  AND  HE  THAT 
HAS  NEVER  SEEN  THEM,  MUST  LIVE  UNACQUAINTEp  WITH  MUCH 
OF  THE  FACE  OF  NATURE^  AND  WITH  ONE  OP  THE  GREAT  SCENES 
OF   HUMAN   EXISTENCE, 

SAJ«UEL  JOHNSON,  LUD. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


LETTER  I. 

DCPARTVRf:  POR  ie0VI — ^TfiBUKOS  ON  CONTEICPLATINO  THE  COUN<- 
TRY  7SROUOH  WHICH  WV  FABftEl>^*.TH<  REGRETS  WHICH  IT 
OCCASIONED — ARRIVAL    OF   THE   SHIP    FOR    OUR    CONVEYANCE-^ 

A     DESCRIPTION    OF     HER— -THE    ACCOMMODATIONS EMDARKA« 

TIONy   &C 

Cork  Harbour,  June  IS^A,  1818. 

The  celebrated  Lady  Morgan  has  justly  observed, 
^  that  there  are  certain  emotions  which  no  elo* 
^  quence  can  paint,  which  good'fien.<9e  shrinks  from 
*^  attempting,  and  which,— ^however  strongly  ^n- 
*^  ceived  by  the  nrind,  pourtrayed  by  the  fancy,  or 
*^  felt  by  the  heirt,— ^become  fed[>le  and  languid 
"  through  the  coldness  of  detail."  Never  did  I  feel 
so  forcibly  the  trutii  of  this  sentiment,   as  I  do 
at  this  instant;  and  never  until  now,  were  the  feel- 
ings of  my  soul  of  that  acute  natare  which  language 
would  in  vain  attempt  to  delineate  in  all  their 
force  and  poignancy.  The  thought  of  separating 
myself  for  ever  from  a  beloved  country,  from  the 
companions  of  my  youth  and  the  friends  of  my 
bosom,  produces  such  an  assemblage  of  conflicting 
sensations  in  my  mind,  that, — were  it  not  for  the 
solacing  hope  of  independence  beyond  the  Western 
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Main,  and  the  exhilarating  idea  of  a  oonstant  inter- 
change of  sentiment  with  those  who  may  deem  me 
worthy  of  their  correspondence, — this  feeble  spirit, 
devoid  of  every  other  support,  would,  I  fear,  soon 
9ink  beneath  the  burden  of  its  sad  reflections* 

You  had  frequently  endeavoured  to  persuade 
me,  that,  in  the  first  moments  of  keen  affliction, 
it  is  useless  to  contend  with  the  overwhelming  sor- 
rows of  the  heart ;  but  the  justness  of  this  remark, 
I  was,  as  you  may  recollect,  always  unwilling  to 
admit.  Now,  however,  I  am  satisfied,  from  painful 
experience,  that,  in  such  cases,  we  vainly  look 
around  us  for  sensible  objects,  which,  though  not 
sufficiently  potent  to  eradicate  our  sorrows,  may 
serve  at  least  to  divert  them ; — that  man,  of  himself, 
is  more  eminently  ^^a  creature  of  circumstances/' 
than  the  wisest  or  the  humblest  of  us  is  wilkng 
to  allow; — that  human  nature  is  rightly  said,  on 
the  highest  possible  authority,  to  inherit  the  jpro- 
perty  of  looking  too  much  at  ^^  the  things  which 
are  seen,"  at  those  objects  which  urgently  force 
themselves  on  the  immediate  attention  of  our 
spirits ; — and  that  consequently,  the  more  elevating 
and  important  considerations,  of  whose  benign 
and  salutary  impressions  we  are  at  other  times  sus- 
ceptible, aire  frequently^  on  these  more  trying 
occasions,  either  totally  forgotten,  or  allowed  to 
exert  their  influence  without  effect.  While  enve- 
loped in  this  mental  gloom,  we  lose  our  relish  for 
the  captivating  scenery  of  nature,  which,  in  its 
almost  infinite  variety  of  forms,  is  calculated  to 
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inispire  delight:  But  her  charms  in  vain  present 
themselves  to  one,  whose  heart  is  ill  at  ease^  and 
who  is  either  lingering  with  mixed  sensations  of 
complacency  and  regret  on  the  past,  or  is  yielding 
the  reins  to  his  imagination  in  excursive  anticipa- 
tions respecting  the  future.  These  keen  emotions 
have  taught  me^  that  if  the  first  ebullitions  of  sor- 
row receive  no  sudden  check,  but  are  permitted 
to  expend  their  rage,  they  will,  like  the  troubled 
waves  of  the  ocean  after  a  violent  storm,  gradually 
subside,  and  imperceptibly  qualify  us  for  resuming 
our  former  placidity,  without  losing  the  more 
soothing  portion  of  our  regrets. 

Sensible,  however,  that  ^^  while  the  mind  ccm- 
^^  templates  its  own  distress,  it  is  acted  upbn  and 
'^  never  acts,  and  that,  by  indulging  in  this  contem- 
^^  plation,  it  only  becomes  more  unfit  for  action," 
-^I  shake  off  the  lethargy  that  already  begins  to 
stedl  upon  my  faculties.  Lamenting  no  longer  what 
is  renftediless,  I  will  not  seem  desirous  of  exciting 
your  sympathy  by  further  sorrowful  allusions  to 
events  now  beyond  human  control ;  but  will  pro-  - 
ceed  to  the  fulfilment  of  my  parting  promise,  and 
have  only  to  request  that  you  will  kindly 

Accept  wliate'er  iEneas  can  afford. 

After  bidding  you  perhaps  an  eternal  adieu,  on 
the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  I  passed  through 
the  most  romantic  country  imaginable  ;  but,  not« 
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withstanding  the  beauty  and  magnificence  of  the 
diversified  landscaped,  studded  with  beautiful  seats 
and  elegant  villas,  which  continually  came  within 
toy  view,  I  sauntered  along  without  deriving  even 
a  momentary  gratification  from  the  scene.  I  beheld 
all,  perhaps  too  much  in  the  spirit  of  a  convict, 
(though  devoid  of  the  guilty  portion  of  his  corrod- 
ing feelings,)  who  is  doomed  to  perpetual  exile, 
and  who,  while  sailing  to  a  foreign  land,  looks  with 
a  stupid  indifference  upon  the  shores  of  his  native 
country,  as  they  recede  from  his  sight  in  majestic 
pride,  and  with  unpitying  rapidity.  I  reflected 
that,  in  all  human  probability^  I  had  beheld  for  the 
last  time  the  ^^  scenes  of  my  childhood  ;**  and  the 
vBry  thought  of  quitting  my  native  land  for  a 
foreign  soil,  sickened  pleasure  in  a  manner  which 
baflies  expression. 

I  said  within  myself,  and  my  looks  must  have 
conveye<J'  niy  sentiments  to  all  around  :  ^^  Sublime 
^^  and  picturesque  aj»semblages^  adieu  !  The  contem- 
<^  plafion  of  the  enchanting  scenery  and  superb 
**- erections  which  you  present,  would  formerly  have 
^^  afforded  me  unmixed  satisfaction ;  but  your  proud* 
^^  est  displays  now  serve  only  to  add  poignancy  to 
^^  grief,  and  to  aggravate  those  wounds  which  are 
**  still  rankling  under  recent  inflictions.  Never  more 
^'  will  you  produce  a>pleasing  sensation  in  my  mind, 
^^  which  will  not  be  embittered  with  sleepless  regret, 
**  — which  will  not  be  mingled  with  the  gloom  of 
*^  retrospection^  and  the^  sigh  of  patriotism.'' 
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Perhaps  you  will  call  me  an  enthusiart ;  but  you 
know^ 

That  when,  by  adversity  frequent  and  deefs 

The  bosom  is  sentenc'd  to  bleed; 
We  feel  a  sad  pleasure^  all  lonely  to  weep. 

And  love  on  our  sorrows  to  feed. 

When  ^e  came  to  G^ve^,  we  founds  that  the  ves- 
sel which  was  appointed  to  convey  us  to  America^ 
had  not  arrived.  We  were  therefore  compelled 
to  take  lodgings^  which,  fortunately,  we  procured 
at  a  moderate  price,  and  in  an  agreeable  part  of 
tke  town>  from  which  we  had  an  extensive  view 
of  the  harbour  and  its  various  fortifications. 

In  this  place  we  remained  upwards  of  a  months 
before  we  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the  Brunswick. 
She  is  a  very  fine  ship,  and  elegantly  fitted  up 
for  our  accommodation.  Her  cabin-alpartmenti 
consist  of  a  large  dining-room ;  two  state-rooms, 
in  each  of  which  are  births  for  four  persons;  and 
two  ample  bed-chambers,  with  births  for  nearly 
twenty  persons.  The  steerage  contains  about  forty 
births,  each  of,  which  is  capable  of  aiccomniodathig 
u  m6n^  or  d  propbrtionate  huiiiber  of  women  itnd 
children.  The  Brunswick  is  of  641  tonis  b\irden, 
and  commanded  by  Cdptain  Blake,  an  Bnglishnian 
and  an  6fiBcer  of  great  experience.  She  has  oii 
boahl  leo  tons  of  baiUast,  160  tons  of  ordntfnce- 
■tores  for  the  garrison  pf  Quebec,  and  thred  months' 
provisiens  for  my  father's  settlehu    Thesd  jprovi-^ 

Vol.  I  C 
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sions  are  to  be  issued,  only  in  the  event  of  their  own 
being  exhausted  by  a  tedious  voyage^  or  through 
any  other  fortuitous  occurrence. 

The  cabin  was  intended  solely  for  the  reception 
of  my  father  and  his  family ;  but  as  there  are 
three  other  families  of  respectability  to  accompany 
us, — those  of  Mr.  Geary,  Mr.  Hardy,  and  Mr. 
Burton, — we  have  allowed  them  to  partake  of  the 
accommodations  which  it  affords. 

Yesterday  morning  the  settlers  embarked  ;  and, 
about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  captain 
despatched  a  boat  for  the  cabin-passengers,  the  ship 
having  previously  dropped  down  the  river.  While 
the  boat  approached  towards  the  shore,  we  stood 
on  the  quay,  twenty-four  in  number;  and  never 
surely  did  ghastly  countenances  and  downcast  eyes 
better  portray  the  feelings  of  the  heart,  than  did 
those  which  we  exhibited  when  the  sailors  called 
aloud  for  ^^  the  state  passengers  of  the  Brunswick  !'' 
It  was  a  fine  calm  evening;  and  the  sun, — as  if 
unwilling  to  witness  our  grief,  or  to  expose  us  to 
the  full  gaze  of  impertinent  curiosity, — ^had  just 
retired  below  the  Western  horizon. 

After  handing  the  ladies  and  children  into  the 
boat,  I  stood  for  a  few  moments  on  the  shore ; 
and,  looking  up  towards  heaven,  implored  its 
Eternal  King  to  pour  down  his  choicest  blessings 
on  the  care-worn  inhabitants  of  my  native  isle. 
*^  May  dire  necessity  never  more  constrain  a  son 
^  of  Brin  to  abandon  her  emerald  shores !/'  was  thq 
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last  prayer  which  ascended  from  my  lips  on  Irish 
ground ;  and  the  most  ardent  desire  of  my  heart 
was  couched  in  that  brief  ejaculation. 

I  was  in  the  act  of  jumping  into  the  boat^  when 
I  thought  I  heard  a  voice  that  was  familiar  ta 
my  ears, — but  it  proved  to  be  one  of  those  strong 
illusions  of  fancy,  with  which  we  are  sometimes 
assailed,  when  our  imaginations  de6eiye  our  senses 
by  depicting  such  things  as  we  earnestly  wish  to 
see  or  hear.  Only  in  our  cooler  moments  can  we 
philosophize  on  the  theory  of  such  pleasing  yet 
evanescent  deceptions ;  but  when  the  feelings  are 
strongly  excited,  as  mine  were  at  that  moment, 
philosophic  reflection  has  no  scope  for  display.  I 
looked  around,  therefore,  with  impassioned  eager- 
ness, expecting  to  receive  the  parting  benediction, 
of  some  bosom  friend,  ere  I  tore  myself  for  ever 
from  the  land  of  my  nativity.  But  this  was  more 
than  I  could  have  expected,  had  I  employed  but 
an  instant  in  considering,  that  I  had  long  before 
taken  my  last  leave  of  you  and  of  my  most  inti- 
mate friends,  whom  I  prohibited  from  protracting 
my  misery  by  a  renewal  of  the  parting  scene  at 
the  moment  of  embarkation,  of  which,  from  its 
ancertainty  and  the  great  distance  between  us,  yoa 
could  not  be  duly  apprised.  Some  of  you,  I  might 
have  thought,  had  disregarded  this  request,  and 
had  most  opportunely  arrived  (o  impede  my  depar^. 
tore ;  but,  alas  f  it  was  like  a  passing  dream,  and 
neither  friend  nor  acquaintance  appeared.  Every 
Cbk^c  was  stirange,  all  hearts  were  light  and  glad, 
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|in4  every  eye  aparkled  with  pleasure :  Indeed^  all 
g^emed,  npt  only  unconscious  of  our  feelings,  but 
unconcerned  for  our  fate,  I  had^  hpwever^  ga^ied 
but  a  nipment^  when  a  gentleman  of  prepossessing 
^peilRa^e  and  pplite  address  came  out  from  the 
t^'owd^  as  if ^  he  fancied  himself  invited  by  my 
inquiri|ig  loo]£S^  and  w;ith  the  warm  pathos  so 
peculiar  to  a4  Irishman  accosted  me  thus:  '^  Sir^ 
«<  are  you  abo4)^  tp  bid  a  final  farewell  to  your 
ff  native  country,  and  to  become  an  exile  in  a 
^f  foreig^  Ifind?"  These  words,  though  uttered 
in  the  miost  fe€$ling  manner,  pierced  my  soul,  aiid 
c^l  thi9  distant  qioment  they  vibrate  on  my  ear. 
I^or.  sflipe  tiipf,  I  felt  unable  to  answer  his  kind 
en<}uir}r;  but>  at  length,  I  fi&intly  articulated  aii 
formative*  He  then  viewed  my  countenitnce  with 
muc^  apparent  sympathy,  reached  me  his  hand^ 
and  remained  silent.  Bu^  his  looks  were  far  more 
eloquent  than  words;  apd,  I  am  confident,  if  it 
h9d  not  been  through  a  fear  of  infringing  the  rules 
ofpolitenefls,  he  would  h^ve  iustiV^tly  inquired  into 
the  circumstances  which  had  driven  me  to  adopt 
this  apparently  dreadful  alternative ;  For  as  such 
it  was  undoubtedly  considered  by  him, — who,  in 
all  likelihood,  had  never  tasted  the  bitter  Qup  of 
adversity,  nor  experienced  the  difficulty  of  con- 
tending with  the  many  ilb  of  capricious  fortune^ 
in  a  land  where  he  that  has  once  fallen  a  victim 
to  her  mal^  influence,  can  scarcely  hope  again, 
ta  raise  himself  to  his  former  eminence.  Emigra- 
tion^ however^  though  viewed  as  a  real  but  unavoid- 
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able  evil^  did  not  present  to  me  the  same  t^rrifio 
aspect^  as  it  would  to  a  man  of  affluence.  For, 
young  though  I  am  in  years,  my  path  has  long  been 
strewed  with  sharp  and  entangling  thorns ;  and  t 
saw  no  possibility  of  regaining  that  independence' 
for  wluch  I/and  those  connected  with  me,  hiad 
long  and  ineffectually  struggled  in  this  distracted 
country.  I  need  scarcely  tell  you,  that  I  parted 
from  this  interesting  young  man  with  a  sort  of 
pleasing  regret.  His  unsolicited  and  soothing  atten- 
tions were  at  that  moment  like  those  of  an  angel 
from  the  skies,  commissioned  to  alleviate  the  suf- 
ferings^ and  administer  to  the  necessities,  of  a  mind 
that  required  more  consolation  and  firmness  than 
human  aid  could  impart.  His  disinterested  anxiety 
about  my  future  prospects  eased  my  oppressed 
spirit  of  a  load,  which  the  less  affectionate  con- 
dolence and  enquiries  of  some  among  my  older 
acquaintance  had  not  been  able  to  remove. 

We  had  some  difficulty  in  stemming  the  tide, 
which^  like  ati  uncedsing  and  impetuous  torrent, 
opposed  the  progress  of  our  boat ;  but,  about  half- 
put  nine,  we  boarded  the  Brunswick,  and  soon 
afterwards  took  those  stations  which  had  been 
severally  allotted  to  us  for  quarters  during  the 
voyage.  Wh^n  the  rest  of  the  passengers  had 
retired  to  rest,  I  \^alked  upon  the  quarter-deck, 
where  I  spent  a  silent  solitary  hour,  alternately 
meditating  on  the  land  which  I  had  quitted,  and 
the  scenery  by  which  I  was  then  mor^  iinmediately 
snrrounded*     A  fi^e^  e^enm^  never  c)MiSd  forth 
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the  grateful  praise  of  man.  The  heavens  were  illu- 
mined with  more  than  ordinary  splendour ;  not  a 
breath  of  wind  disturbed  the  smooth  waters  of 
the  overflowing  basin  upon  which  we  floated; 
not  a  sound  was  heard^  •except  the  dashing  of  the 
breakers  on  the  jutting  rocks.  Here  I  gave  the 
fullest  vent  to  my  feelings  and  scope  to  my  imagi- 
nation. Looking  back  on  the  days  that  are  gone^ 
I  recalled  to  my  mental  view  the  friends  whom  I 
never  may  visit  again ;  and,  if  ever 

Remembrance  woke  with  all  her  busy  train. 
To  swell  my  heart  and  turn  the  past  to  pain, 

it  was  while  I  reflected  on  my  present  situation 
and  future  hopes,  and  compared  the  moderate 
expectations  in  which  I  now  indulge,  with  the 
more  sanguine  views  which  I  formerly  enter- 
tained. 

When,  blest  by  visionary  thoughts,  that  stray 
To  count  the  joys  of  fortune's  better  day. 

I  cannot  recollect  ever  having  been  more  for- 
cibly impressed,  than  at  that  hour,  with  the  truth 
of  this  inspired  assertion — ^^  man  is  born  to  trouble 
as  the  sparks  fly  upward  ;'*  and  on  no  previous 
occasion  did  I  so  clearly  perceive  the  necessity 
of  having  my  affections  elevated  above  the  variable 
scenes  of  this  transitory  life,  to  those  "  unchange- 
able realities  which  lie  beyond  the  grave,"  and  to 
that  peaceful  abode  of  eternal  felicity  <^  where  thq 
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wicked  cea^e  from  troubling  and  the  w^ry  are  cct 
restn  Compelled,  as  I  have  already  observed,  to 
relinquish  the  companions  of  my  youth,  the  friends 
of  my  bosom,  and  the  land  of  my  nativity,  at  a^ 
period  in  life  when  every  hope  is  ardent,  and  every 
disappointment,  therefore,  the  more  keenly  felt,  I 
could  not  direct  my  attention  to  any  thing  on 
earth,  the  consideration  of  which  would  afford  a 
moment^s  cessation  from  the  melancholy  that 
depressed  my  spirits  and  enervated  all  my  faculties. 
But  a  sight  of  the  splendid  heavens,  and  of  the 
immense  expanse  of  waters  before  me,  like  the 
other  grand  objects  in  creation,  gradually  produced 
a  degree  of  calm  in  my  agitated  bosom.  I  began 
to  recount  some  of  the  advantages  of  which  I 
was  still  possessed ;  and,  no  longer  contrasting  my 
present  and  former  condition  together,  my  thoughts 
reverted  to  numbers  of  my  worthy  countrymen, 
whom  I  knew,  by  personal  observation,  to  be  in 
more  distressing  circumstances  than  those  in  which 
I  was  placed.  Pursuing  with  some  rapidity  this 
consideration  to  its  legitimate  results,  I  soon  became 
reconciled  to  the  appointments  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, and  dwelt  with  complacency  on  the  numerous 
blessings  which  I  yet  enjoyed.— Y^s,  my  friend, 
the  same  Beneficent  and  All- wise  Being,  who  has 
given  bis  creatures  the  greatest  exemplification  of 
his  Loving-kindness  in  the  Inspired  Volume,  has 
afforded  other  lessons  of  his  Goodness,  which, 
though  inferior  to  those  contained  in  the  Sacred 
Records,  may  yet  be  read  with  advantage  at  all 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


114  RfiFLSCTIONS. 

times,  and  nearly  in  every  situation:  The  grand 
volume  of  Nature  presents  us  with  proofs  of  the 
Divine  Philanthropy,  written  in  golden  characters ; 
and  it  is  only  when  we  pass  them  by 

With  bmte  unconscious  gase, 

that  they  cease  to  have  such  a  soothing  effect  upon 
our  spirits,  a^  a  contemplation  of  them  was  intended 
to  produce. 

Overcome  at  length  with  fatigue,  and  with  the 
coji^tant  operation  of  these  conflicting  reflections, 
I  retired  to  my  birth,  and  was  speedily  rocked  to 
sleep  by  the  gently  undulating  motion  of  the  vesseK 
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BMBABKATION — SEA-SICKNESS  — -^UNPLEASANT  WEATHER  •-«  DEATH 
or  VARIOUS  CHILDREN—- ARRIVAL  ON  THE  GREAT  FISHINGhBANK 
— ^VISW  OF  THE  AMERICAN  CONTINENT  •— ANTICOSTA  ISLAND! 
— DELIGHTFUL  AfPEARANCE  Of  THE  ST.  LAWRENCE  AND  ITff 
NUMEROUS  ISLANDS— BIRD  ISLES— OREEN  ISLAND— INTEREST-. 
INO  JIANNERS  OF  ONE  OF  THE  FEMALE  ABORIGINES— ISLAND 
OF  ORLEANS— HOSPITABLE  RECEPTION  ON  IT — INFERIORITY  OF 
THE  BOIL  AND  UNPROMISING  ASPECT  OF  TUB  C0RN-<;R0PS-««' 
DBUOHTFUl  VIEWS  FROM  TBB  BNTBANCB  OF  THE  BASIN  ^T. 
QUEBEC— »AI^  OF  MONTM0B|B(ia  <— POINT  LEVI— ARRtVA^  Al^ 
QUEBEC- TIN-COVERED  HOUSES- VISIT  TO  THE  CITY^-DIVBR« 
SITY  OF  LANGUAGE  AND  COSTUME— COMPANY  AND  ENTERTAIN'" 
MENTS  AT  AN   HOTEL,  &C 

O^  the  13th  of  June^  about  eleven  o'clock  ip  thQ 
forenoon^  we  sailed  out  of  Cork  Harbour,  wd^ 
in  a  short  time,  found  ourselves  upon  the  wide  ^ 
Atlantic,  the  ^^  sport  of  surging  waves  and  blus* 
tering  billows."  Scarcely  had  we  time  to  cast  ^^  a 
longing^  lingerii^  look"  at  the  South.  Western 
coast  of  Ireland,  before  it  vanished  from  our  sight 
and  was  lost  in  the  immensity  of  the  ocean. 

In  less  than  an  hour  after  we  weighed  anchor, 
all  the  passengers  became  aflSicted,  as  if  by  some 
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Circean  enchantment^  with  that  nauseous  and  ever- 
dreaded  disorder^  which  is,  I  believe,  the  inevi- 
table lot  of  nearly  every  one  who  becomes  for  the 
first  time  a  sea^faring  adventurer.  '  We  were  dis- 
tressed almost  a  fortnight  with  this  unpleasant 
sickness :  during  which  time,  not  a  few  of  the  most 
zealous  advocates  of  emigration  wished  most  heart- 
ily, that  they  had  never  quitted  their  peaceful 
cottages,  to  encounter  all  the  dangers  and  diffi- 
culties of  a  long  voyage,  and  that  they  had  not 
indulged  in  the  glowing  anticipation  of  future  golden 
harvests,  prior  to  which  the  privations  to  be  endured 
were  completely  overlooked. 

The  nausea  renders  those  who  are  under  its  influ- 
ence exceedingly  irritable.  If  a  modern  poet  had  to 
sing  the  daring  adventures  of  the  agricultural  heroes 
who  plough  so  great  a  portion  of  the  foaming  main, 
— that  they  may  afterwards  have  an  opportunity  of 
ploughing  a  little  patch  of  this  fertile  continent, — 
in  the  spirit  of  refinement  which  characterizes  the 
present  age  he  would  omit  all  mention  of  this  dis- 
order and  its  unpleasant  concomitants.  But  had  the 
task  been  committed  to  father  Homer,,  he  would 
have  executed  it  in  a  charming  manner ;  and  would 
have  conveyed  to  his  readers,  in  a  few  bold  expres- 
sions, nearly  as  just  a  description  of  sea-sick  scenery, 
as  the  celebrated  caricaturist  Cruikshanks  has 
represented  to  spectators,  in  his  humorous  print 
of  A  Trip  to  MargcUe.  This  disorder  seems  for  a 
season  to  dissolve  all    ^'  the  tender  charities  of 
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Kfe;'-  and  yott  would  haVe  been  mu()h  amused^ 
could  you  have  heard  wivea  reproaching  their 
husbands^  husbands  their  wives^  children  their 
parents^  and  parents  their  children,  —  all,  like 
good  father  Adam,  desirous  of  throwing  off  the 
sin  from  their  own  shoulders.  Their  awkward 
Mideavours  to  exculpate  themselves  would  hav6 
made  even  ^'  thick-lipped  musing  Melancholy 
gather  up  her  face  into  a  smile."  After  the  lapse 
of  a  fortnight,  however,  the  whole  party  was  in 
a  state  of  convalescence,  and  many  were  restored 
to  a»  perfect  health  as  they  had  previously  enjoyed. 

The  weather,  for  the  first  eight  or  ten  days  of 
our  voyage,  was  so  extremely  unpleasant,  and  the 
winds  so  very  uYifavourable  that  we  made  but  little 
progress.  After  that  time,  the  weather  became 
milder  and  more  agreeable;  but  the  wind  con- 
tinued to  blow  from  the  West  and  North  West, 
during  the  whole  of  our  passage. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  we  anchored  before  thd 
city  of  Quebec,  after  a  voyage  of  43  days  and  a 
half.  During  this  short  period,  twelve  of  our 
party  were  consigned  to  a  watery  grave ;  and  we 
interred  as  many  more  in  different  islands  of  the 
St.  Lawrence.  All  of  them  were  children  under 
fourteen  years  of  age ;  children  who,  a  few  days 
before  this  sudden  change,  were  cheerful  and 
healthy,  the  hope  and  the  delight  of  their  parents^ 
But  though  these  bereavements  are  most  painful  to 
the  individuals  concerned,  yet  to  the  eye  of  an 
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enlightened  reflection  bow  enviaUe  appears  the 
lot  of  the  innocents  \rho  are  thus  suddenly  removed* 
in  their  childhood  or  infancy  1  Through  the  mentis 
of  Him,  who,  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  said,  ^^  Suffer 
little  children  to  come  unto  me,  for  of  such  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,"  they  become  entitled  to  a 
heavenly  inheritance,  without  a  previous  and  long 
endurance  of  human  ills. — ^They  have  gone  to  ano- 
ther and  abetter  state  of  being;  have  exchanged 
a  life  which  is  short  and  uncertain,  for  one  winch 
is  eternal  and  uncl^angeable.  They  have  embarked 
for  a  world,  in  which  they  will  not  be  called  to 
participate  in  calcumties,  or  to  mar  their  own  hap- 
piness, and  that  of  others,  by  the  commission  of 
crimes,  but  are  ^^as  the  angels  of  God,  who  high 
in  glory  dwelL"  I  must  confess,  that  while  paying 
the  last  sad  and  solemn  rites  of  our  holy  religion 
to  the  mortal  remains  of  these  little  ones,  I  have 
often  been  ready  to  exclaim  with  the  inimitable 
Hervey,  ^^  Highly-favoured  probationers !  Scarce 
^  launched  on  the  troubled  waters  of  life,  ere  yon 
**  have  reached  the  haven  of  never-ending  test!" 

Nothing  of  any  particular  importance,  except 
the  deaths  which  I  have  now  enumerated,  occurred, 
fpom  the  first  to  the  thii^ieth  day  of  our  voyage ; 
whto  we  struck  soundings  on  the  Great  Fishing 
ftusk.  The  next  day  we  got  in  sight  of  the  Island 
of  Newfoundland,  which  was  the  only  spot  oi  terra 
fill  ma  we  had  aeen.  for  ^more  than  a  month.  In  a 
few  days  afterwards  we  observed  the  Amttricaa 
Continent,  which  at  first  appeared  to  be  only  an 
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immense  eembination  of  dark  clouds^  ^sting  on 
the  boflonpi  of  the  o<;ean.  But  as  we  approached 
vearer^and  were  able  to  distiAgujsh  1;he  Itofty  oloun- 
tams,  the  majestic  forests,  and  ^^the  sjlv^r-sm?- 
faced  streams"  issuing  forth  in  all  directions  with 
anabaiing  impetaomty,  and  mingling  their  fresh 
and  tributary  waters  with  the  vast  collection  of 
their  common  parent  ^*  the  briny  deep/'  all  the 
powers  of  my  mind  became  enraptured ;  and  with 
pleasurable  emotions,  till  th^  unknown,  I  viewed 
the  interesting  objects  with  which  I  was  sur- 
rounded* This  far-famed  land^ — the  asylum  alike 
of  friendless  poverty  and  enterprising  wealth, — 
the  reputed  nurse  of  liberty, — ^the  pati*on  of  arts, 
science,  and  literature, — the  genial  soil  of  piety, 
philosophy,  and  peace> — the  enemy  of  oppression^ 
— *the  mother  of  equality, — and  the  seat  of  inde- 
pendence^ — wa3  then  the  object  of  iny  immediate 
ecaitemplation ;  and  never  did.  any  man^  of  whom 
it  might  be  said 

Fair  Sdeiice  smiled  not  oa  his  humble  birth, 

derive  more  real  delight,  than  I  did,  from  the 
indulgence  of  such  a  train  of  ideas,  as  were  pre- 
sented to  my  mind  on  this  occasion. 

A  few  days  after  entering  the  Gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence,  we  were  enveloped  in  one  of  those  per- 
plexing fogs  which  so  frequently  prove  fatal  to 
vessels  sailing  up  and  down  this  mighty  river.  For 
ahnost  two  days,  we  were  unable  to  distinguish 
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land  in  any  direction;  and^  having  no  pilot  on 
boards  we  found  it  impossible  to  ascertain  the  pro- 
per channel.  There  was  not  a  breath  of  wind^  and 
the  ship  was  allowed  to  drift  up  and  down,  as  the 
tide  alternately  ebbed  and  flowed.  While  in  this 
perilous  situation  we  fired  several  guns,  as  signals 
for  a  pilot ;  but  without  effect.  His  Majesty's  fri- 
gate^ the  Iphigenia,  with  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland  on  board, 
which  was  a  little  way  a-head  of  us,  also  discharged 
some  heavy  guns  for  the  same  purpose ;  but  with 
no  better  effect.  We  had  no  idea  that  we  were 
in  any  imminent  danger,  until  the  fog  withdrew ; 
when  we  discovered,  to  our  great  surprise  and 
alarm,  that  we  were  drifting  close  to  the  perilous 
Island  of  Antlcosta,  on  the  shores  of  which  many  a 
brave  tar  has  concluded  the  voyage  of  life.  This 
unpropitious  island,  although  125  miles  long  and 
28  miles  broad,  has  not,  in  its  whole  extent,  a  bay 
or  harbour  suflSciently  safe  to  afford  shelter  for  Sr 
single  sail.  It  is  situate  in  49  deg.  40  min.  North 
Latitude,  and  between  62  and  64  degrees  West 
Longitude ;  and  is  entirely  uncultivated  and  almost 
destitute  of  inhabitants.  Several  attempts  have 
b^en  made  to  cultivate  the  soil  in  various  parts 
of  it ;  but  all  of  them  have  hitherto  proved 
fruitless  and  ineffectual.  Government  has  erected 
two  buildings  on  the  island,  one  at  each  extremity: 
In  these,  two  families  are  stationed  during  the 
summer  months,  and  furnished  with  an  abundant 
supply  of  provisions,  which  are  always  freely  dis- 
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tribated  tp  such  persons  as  may  be  cast  away  upoa 
the  island^  and  have  the  misfortune  to  require  these 
supplies.  Boards  are  also  placed  in  different  points 
c^  the  coasts  inscribed  with  directions  to  those 
Houses  of  Mercy. 

In  sailing  up  this  magnificent  river,  the  eye  is 
constantly  relieved  by  the  most  delightful  and  ever- 
varying  little  Islands,  which  are  covered  with  trees 
and  shrubs  of  every  form  and  hue ;    and  which^ 
— with  the  innumerable  farm-houses  on  each  side 
of  the  river,  and  the  lofty  mountains  ^^  crested  with 
trees"  whose  cloud-exploring  tops  terminate  the 
view, — form  a  picture  of  nature,  at  once  reviving 
and  romantic.     But-  of  all  those  islands  with  which 
this  great  estuary  of  waters  is  decorated,  the  Bird 
Isles,  situate  in  the  Gulf,  are  the  most  remarkable 
and  curious.     Strictly  speaking,  they  are  nothing 
more  than  two  large  rocks,  elevated  to  an  immense 
height  above  the  river,  the  circumference  of  whose 
summits  scarcely  amounts  to  150  perches.     In  the 
numerous  cavities  of  these  rocks,  millions  of  birds 
annually  build  their  nests  and  produce  their  young. 
Pilots,  and  sportsmen  froih  the  neighbouring  set- 
tlements,  frequently  disturb  them  in  this  barren 
retreat ;  and,  by  climbing  sometimes  to  the  highest 
eminences,  rob  them  of  their  eggs,  which  the  pilotit 
carry  to  market  at  Quebec,  and  vend  at  as  high 
a  price   as   is  usually  obtained  for  the  eggs    of 
domestic  fowls.     The  rocks  appear  at  a  distance^ 
to  be  clothed  in  white,  on  account  of  the  prodigious 
quantity  of  ordure  and  feathers  with,  which  they 
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fki^e  covered, ;.,a94  the,  burdB«  wJben  fi9inp^]ie(^  \o 

which  they  fly,  with  th^  ^h^dow  of  t^r  ^^I»bpr^ 
The.  Island  o£  Bonftveatpxf  ig^also .  ireqiM^nt^ 
by.  an  astonishing  assemblage  of  Gjim^ets  & .  Satoa4 
Geese^  which  daring  sattimer  abandon  the^SoHl|h^n 
oomitries»  and,  take  up.  the^  abod^  ia  this  island, 
where  they  biyqg  forth  th^ir  young;  and,. after 
that  object  has  been  effected,  they  uifl|;inctively 
migrate  again  to  a  more  Soutb^ly  climate.  These 
birds  are  said  to  be  very  fierce,  during  the  Xijm 
of  incubatipn,  and  to.  possess  incr^ible  strei^h. 
'^h^y  nevei;  shrink  from  attacking  their  deqptoiU 
ersj  and  thf  severe  inqision  inflicted  by  thf^i;  bit^. 
which  is  generally  directed  (o  the  eyt,  frj^fiii^tly 
compels  their  assailants  to  retreat  with  yro^i^QX 
no  inconsidesable  magnitude.  ,    , 

The  shores  on  each  side  of  .the.GulpI;i,pf^t^.!l^^w-, 
rei\ce  exhibit  a  most,. striking  picturci  ^^pfi  ifuMj^. 
realise  to  the  beholder  the  mc^ny  descriptipn^.gpf^^, 
us  by  poets  find  novelists.  Lofty  mountaiqta^povpjCfl^. 
with. stunted  trees,  are  ip^tersect^d  by  iiiuj[^;:ok)9 
and  forming  cataracts,  which  tumble  over^pe^;uli^|i|;^ 
rocks  and  over- hanging, banks,  until  they  ri^sh  j^i^^  . 
the  mighty  ocean.  Perhaps  no  country  on  e^th 
exhibits  a  more  wild  and  repulsive  aspect,  or  affoir^s 
greater  sources  of  enjoyment  to  the  lovers  of  ter- 
rific scenery.  A  large  portion  of  it  is  almost 
unknown  to  civilised  man,  and  is  chie^y  freque^ited 
by  the  ferocious  beasts  of  the  vast  wilderness,  and  by 
their  equally  indomitable  hunters.    Its  appearanpe 
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is  most  uninviting',  and  awakens  In  the' mind  few 
feelings,  except  such  as  are  the  most  unpleasurable 
and  repugnant.  Unfruitful  soil;  frowning  rocks, 
stnnted  trees,  and  roaring  cataracts,  are  the  mo^t 
proDEiinent  atfd  engaging  features  which  it  offers 
for  attraction. 

As  we  remained  twelve  days  in  the  river,  I  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  going  ashore  in  various 
places.      On   Green   Island,  I  saw,  for  the   first 
time,  one  of  the  aborigines  of  the  country;     She 
was  a  female,  and  her  covering*  was  a  large  brown 
cloth  shawl,   thrown    rather  carelessly  over'  her 
shoulders  and  reaching  dovm  to  the  knee.     Her 
legs  were  loosely^  bandaged  with  cloth  of  a  simi- 
lar colour.     Her  feet  were  bare;  but' she  appear-> 
ed  to  tread  the  ground   as  if  unaccustomed  to 
walk  without  shoes  or  moccassins.     Her  skin  was 
an  exact  copper  colour;    and    her    hair,   which . 
almost  touched    the   ground,   was  black  as    the 
raoonlen  midnight.     Her  countenance  was  mild, 
placid,  and  unassuming.       Her  accent  was    not 
disagreeable,    nor  was  there  any  thing  particu-, 
larly  coarse  or  unpolished  in  her  manners.     On  the 
whole,  I  think  she  exhibited  as  much   of  culti--. 
vation,  as  we  commonly  see  in  the  countenance,) 
manners,  or  address  of  uneducated  females,  how-, 
ever  favoured  with  the  example  of  surrouudi^gt 
milb'ons;    and   as    I    conversed   with    her, —^  for^ 
she  understood  English,  well,  «^  various   and  op-^ 
posite    emotions    fluctuate^    within    my    mmd.; 
Yi>L,L  J) 
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Regret,  admiration,  and  astonishment  rapidly  8ttc- 
ceeded  each  other;  —  regrbt,  when  I  reflected 
that  so  many  of  this  unfortunate  race  are  per- 
mitted to  !iVe  ^nd  die  uninstnicted,  unpitied,  and 
(Contemned  ; — admiration,  as  I  gaeed  upon 

The  dharms  her  downcast  modesty  concealed ;— ^ 

and  ASTONisHMEicT,  when,  instead  of  a  wild  savage, 
I  heheld  a  being  endued  with  all  those  nakneless 
graces,  which  irresistibly  impel  as  to  admire  the 
ffeftfiale  character,  even  when  beauty  is  wholly 
elf^luded.  ' 

I  wis  accompanied  to  the  Isle  of  Orfeand  by 
Captain  Blake,  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Burton,  Mr. 
©^ary;  and  my  brother*  Immediately  after  land*- 
in^  on  the  shore,  we  proceeded  to  thd  houte  of  a 
Ctoadiah  pilot,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  peH- 
liiibsion  to  inter  another  of  those  little  Ones  jft 
whose  burial  we  Were  then  daily  employed.  'We 
knocked '  at  the  door,  which  was  immediat^y 
opened  by  a  fS&male  elegantly  attired  in  black  silk, 
whoifl,  if  we  had  judg^  merely  by  outward  appear- 
ances, we  should  have  supposed  to  be  an  European 
Obuntess,  and  not  the  wife  of  a  Canadian  pilot. 
After  apologizing  for  our  intrusion,  we  acquainted 
hfer  itt  Efagfish  with  the  mournful  object  of  our 
nission.  She  replied,  with  a  smile,  *^  Je  ne  pttis 
pas  parkr  Anglois.^^  One  of  the  compatoy  ih^n 
addressed  her  In  French^  informing  her,  ^^  that  we 
f  ^  eame  to  solicit  permission  to  inter  a  child,  which 
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^'  Imd  4iA4  ih»  preoddiiig  night  a^d  then  lay  ^pon 
*^  Uie  fihove."  Sho^  yiery  politely  acc^ed  to  our 
rtquMt)  sent  it  maa  to  poiilt  eut  a  sppt  in  which 
we  might  d^poAt  the  body^  and  aftei'^ards  ^indly 
inyited  us  to  return  4nd  partake  of  some  refresh- 
ineirt*  It  is  needless  to  observe^  that  we  availed 
ourselves  of  this  friendly  invitation;  for  we  had 
fae^n  long  pent  up  within  the  confined  bounds  of 
a  ediip^  and  had  consequently  enjoyed  no  changp 
of  society.  When  we  came  badik  from  the  fun^ral^ 
we  were  introduced  into  an  tipartment^  which 
would  not  disgrace  the  most  splendid  m^n^ioipi 
in  Europe.  We  found  a  modt  delicious  beyer^g^ 
prepared  for  us;  it  was  composed  of  J[amtica 
tyirittf^.joew  milk  and  maple  sugar^  Of  this  rare 
4tid !  unexpected  treat  we  partook  with  delighjt<; 
B9Af0&et  having  spent  nearly  an  hotir,  in  apjjaudr 
k^  tlw  r^iberaU^y  of  our  hostess/  and  admiring  thp 
JHeatoerti  and  oleaziliBess  of  her  inimit£|ble  Uttlp 
epUagjfiy  we  returned  to  tbe  shUp^  highly  ple^se^f 
l«l4|.ff»oi!Al<prepw««)«ed  in  favour  of  CaHaAisifk^- 

T^  80J1  of  Oiieans^  though  it  is  said  tp  :be  xichj^ 
jQipi ,  any  in.  the  province  of  Lower  Cana^a^ 
»pypaj5ed  to  qs  to  be  of  a  vei^y  infeirior  quality* 
Tle^  wheat,  whieh  is  now  ripefiii^^  woqld  in 
.j^usppsi  be  considered  scarcely  worth  reap^ngl 
J^i^taV>«A,lool^^4  better^  and  tobacco  was  luxuri-? 
Mi;.l^it  is.eviden^;^  that  little^  if^ny^  attentioi^ 
M  paid  to  the  cultivation  of  th9  soil..  ^  Time  was^ 
ia4^>  watl^B  Ottjf  awn  recoUecttOn;  when. nearly 
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Hs  little  regard  was  paid  to  this  object,  in  i^everal" 
parts  of  Great  Britain.     But  when^  in  the  course* 
of  the  late  war,  agricultural  produce  was  enhanced 
in  value,  a  stimulus  was  imparted  to  the  farmers 
to  improve  waste  and  neglected  lands ;  and  every, 
barren  speck  of  soil  soon  became  the  subject  of 
vairious  experiments,  which  were  in  most  instances 
eminently  sucoessftiL     The  tenants  were  not  the 
duly  persons    who    were   early   gainers    by    the 
improved  system  of  husbandry:    Their  landlords 
received  accurate  farming  information,  in  rather  a 
Mfined  form,  by  means  of  '^Agricultural  Socie- 
ties/' which  were  instituted  in  almost  every  district 
throughout  the  kingdom*     Adopting  the  m&ss  of 
intelligence  which  had  been  communicated  to  the 
publjc  by  "  the  Board  of  Agriculture,"  that  pjay 
be  correctly  denominated  *'the  Parent  Society/f 
each  of  the  branches  proceeded  to  offer  pr.e]fniui^9 
fbr  ei^cellence  in  various  departments ;  and,  fXQW- 
the  results  of  the^  competition  .which  wi^s  tl^im 
excited^  the  landlords  were  generally  instructed 
in  ithe  art  of  increasing,  their  rents,  and  augment- 
ing their  income.    When,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
war^  the  stimulus  subsided,  or,  rather,  did  not 
exist  in^  the  same  degree,  it  would  have  been  well 
for  all  the  parties  concerned  if  the  rents  bad. low- 
ered in  proportion  to  the  reduced  value  of  pipduceu 
-One  good  effect,  however,  has  been  produocid  by 
this  spirit  of  enterprise  and  exertion,  which  rWiU 
Aat  eeusd  to  o)>erate  in  flavour  of  the  amelioration 
of  ihe  soil  and'the. improvement  of  agriculture  ;— 
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^be  value  of  land  has  Been  daly  appreciated  ;  and 
every  partiole  of  H,  which,  in  years  of  cotuparar 
tive  cheapness,  will  more  than  repay  the  cost  of 
tillage,    is  brought  into  cultivation. 

When  the  Canadian  farmers  shall^  in  a  similar 
manner^  find  their  interest  concerned  in  a  pro* 
vident  tillage  of  their  extensive  potoessions^  they 
will  abandon  the  practice  of  conveying  iheir 
superfluous  litter  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  will 
begin  to  husband  their  own  and  that  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  various  towns  on  the  river.  No  longer 
regarding  it  as  a  nuisance  of  which  they  cannot  be 
too  speedily  rid,  they  will  then  suffer  their  manure 
to  accumulate  and  become  useful ;  and,  not  trust- 
ing to  the  common,  but  foolish,  idea  of  ^^  the  per- 
ennial and  unaided  fruitfulness  of  all  cleared  lands/' 
they  will  apply  it  in  aid  of  exhausted  nature,  and 
inay  then  hope  to  extract  as  abundant  produce 
from  her  bosom,  as  in  the  days  when  their  grand- 
mes  &tst  heaved  the  axe,  and  smoothed  the  rug- 
ged stilrftice  of  the  soil.  Till  interest  and  reflection 
siiali'  ^us  combine,  in  vain  may  we  look  fot  any 
ifflpi!^ovetnent  in  the  system,  where  land  is  cheap, 
aiid  the'  means  as  well  as  the  desire  of  information 
exceedingly  restricted: 

Oiibans,  which  is  very  little  elevated  above 
the  irtream,  gradually  rises  from  the  shores;  to 
its  centre.  Its  woods  are  nearly  all  cut  down. 
Scarcdly  a  tree  presents  itself  to  the  view.  Tie 
fences  are'  composed  of  rails  of  split  wood, 
whieh:  have- a  tendency  to  iitapart  to  the  whole 
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island  an  impoverished  and  uiipropitious  appear- 
ance.  It  ig  about  48  miles  in  circumference;  its 
length  is  twenty^  and  its  greatest  breadth  six 
miles.  At  the  lower  extremity  of  the  island^  thb 
river  is  about  fifteen  miles  across ;  and  the  stream 
is^  ihence  to  the  Western  point,  divided  into  two 
nearly  equal  channels ;  where  a  basin  opens,  which 
extends  in  every  direction  about  six  miles,  and  toiay 
be  said  to  be  bounded  in  one  angle  by  the  mouth 
of  the  river  St.  Oharles,  and  in  another  by  the 
shores  of  the  St,  Lawrence  opposite  the  extremity 
of  Cape  Diamond.  Within  its  safe  and  ample  bosom 
may  be  seen  riding  at  anchor  an  immense  number 
of  merchant-men,  and  minor  trading  vessels,  from 
various  quarters  of  the  world ;  but  *^  th  e  forest  of 
masts,"  which  is  a  conspicuous  object  in  all  busy 
sea-ports,  dwindles  here  into  insigniflcaneei  in 
consequence  of  its  contiguity  to*  thicker  and  more 
towering  woods. 

On  entering  this  basin,  a  delightful  comb&iiitioti 
of  imposing  scenery  arrests  the  attention.  On  tljie 
left,  the  falls  of  tbe  Montm(H*enci^  the  waters  bf 
which  pour  over  a  precipice  Two  Hundted  and 
Ninety  feet  in  height ; — the  rocks  of  Poini  L^ti 
on  the  South  shore,  displaying  sigtis  pi  hmtt^n 
industry  down  to  the  yery  banks ;— and  tke  fel^- 
vated  promontory  opposite,  on  which  the  fcity  <>* 
Quebec  stands  ;* — eombined  with  the  crowded  trees 
on  each  side  of  the  river,  compose  a  grand  %eenio 
exhibitions  from  the  contemplation  of'  which  the 
stranger  turns  aside  with  the  utmost  reluotaii^^^ 
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Jn  fftct^  the  whole  country,  for  nearly  On^ 
Hundred  axid  Fifty  miles  below  Quebec^  differs 
greatly  in  its  features  from  that  whieh  presented 
its  nigged  vinga  at  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf,  and 
is  calculated  most  powerfully  to  affect  the  mind  of 
aQ  observant  traveller.  Admiration  is  excited^  not 
inevely  by  the  novelty  of  the  entire  landscape^ 
which^  however,  varies  much  from  any  in  Europe  \ 
but  by  the  broad  masses  of  some  of  its  coinpo-* 
nent  parts.  Lofty  t^ountainsy  covered  with  impeN 
vious  wooda^  whoste  summits  bound  the  horizon^— ^ 
rapid  and  meltndei*ing  rivers,  which  dischai*ge  their 
tributary  streams  into  the  St.  Lawrence, — innu- 
merable islands^  the  nurseries  of  luxuriant  tree^^ 
who«e  .umbrageou^fotiage  thrown  de6p  and  length- 
ened shadows  crver  the  Vast  expulse  of  waters  with 
wbiob  they  are  surrdunded, — a!od  nunlercfus  ceFta- 
racts  at  seyfrd  points  in  the  distarice^^  reflecting 
with  effulgent  Wightnes^  the  fttys  of  the  ^n^  while 
tbqr<pt«r  their  forming  torrehts  u|>on  pl'oj&ctiiig 
so^^  wbettoe  they  retbouild  in  light  add  airy 
f pmy^  fUQtd  •  when  agiain  colle^ited  rush  dotvnWards 
in  ai|  inyetuow>  currdnt^  till  they  murmUr  at  flresth 
int^rrajptionsy  and  haA^^  to  giift  the  parent  sfreani : 
These  are  some  of  the  bolder  and  isH^re  ufioommoa 
|»llt]ai«i  jof  the  oouAtf^i  which  ^fer  themdelver  to 
tha.vipW  <>f  the  fi]iieetlBitoir  frote  the  river*. 

But  there  are  oilers  of  »  mldet  and  more  clvi^ 
ised  etsttp  ih^t  give  «»  air  <jf  liveliness  add  delight* 
fal  vari^tjf  to  severhl  p&rt»  of  thd  sfcetie ;  asiid 
de^ijgiuite  i!kem  a£tf  more  fieeuliatfly  the^  Sbodes  of 
bbA  the  objedtS'  of  Iwillan^  oultiire.     Tho 
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chmoheif  with  their  thof-core^ed  i^doffe  and!^  ^fbeptes^ 
reftecthig^,  M  interrals^ \>1  nine'mileis^  U^M  And 
aplendotfr  €m  every  thing'  arotftid  iliem^^^tbe  nitA 
farm«-hou8es  which^  fof  nearly  fiflj^ '  fettgues,  Ibrm 
a  cloee  atid  Well-^otmeoted  settle^ftivnt^ — ^theihJck 
brush«>9^^od'on  sofne  point<^  of  the  banks,  and  th^ 
beoutiM' diversity  of  the  more  nlinat^  jparts  of 
inaninieit^  creation  which  fill  ftp  tke  interatioesr,-^ 
exhibit  altogether  tiuch  an  e^semblag©  of  every 
thing  esMntial  'to  constitute  the  picturesque  and 
the  romantic,  iheft  an  attempt  to  convey  any  ade- 
quate idea  of'  the  whole,  would  only  expolse  the 
insuffioieticy  of  buniian  language  and  prove  the 
absurdity  of  human  vanity.  ' 

It  was  nearly  six  o'clock  in  the  evenings  Whetl 
W9 -afichoi'ed  before  the  city  of  Quebec.  As  iVe 
sailed  ^  slowly  up  the  basin,  the  cannon  from '  the 
batteries,  and  the 'continued  fire  jfrom  the'  ship- 
ping in  tile  porti-^U  saluting  their  neW  Crovei'hor,- 
who  had '  anchoiPed » a  few  nrinutei^  before  li^-^ 
created  such  a  general  cCmfusibn,  that  it  was  sonie 
time  before  I  recollected  oui:  voyage  was  con- 
cluded. Wb^i  t]le>  smoka  had  disiqapeaped,  the 
city,  hitherto  pai^tialty  cdnceailed  from  out  Vftw; 
presented  itself  in  fiiober  majesty. 

The  houses,  most  of  which  are  covered  with 
tin,  rising  tier  above  tier^  in  the  form  of  an  amjAi^: 
theatre, — the  impr^nable  walls  and  batteriesy 
poiiiting  their  foe*defying  guns  down  the  river, — 
the  Martello  towers,  with  their  more  aspiring  neigh- 
bour a  Telegraph,— and  the  lofty  steeples^  whose 
o'ertopping  spires  illuminate  the.very  heavens  with 
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tbelrr  pbMmi^dr  i!a^Kwi»?#T^n4«9  Q|^cti9  ^htoh  fill 
erery  Mrong^ar  with  an  asfeonial^mcmA  at  once,  wlemn 
and)  pUosixigy  aodipffpdi^  in  hif  mii^r  the  most 
fayo!|raUeina|>re9sipn9io£tjbe,co4ntjry,"f'.  ^ 

.49  0Qcm  a^  tb^irevenatroffiMrfi  hadinapMtad  the 
ship^iCHrders  wer9>  issoed  by  qur  Captain)  that  no 
person  should  attempt'  to  go  on  shove^r  until  the 
eosoittg  mqrnia^^.  .  This  injunotipn  was  not 'vary 
putien^ly  riH^eived  by  the^  passongm,  many  bf 
wbpm  were  most  anxiously  desirous  of  JutngUng 
with,  the  crowds  that  lined  the  quays,  and  were 
waiting  to  reoeive  their  illustrious. Governor.  As 
my  father^s  fiupoily  was  not  ineluded  in  this  pro- 
hibition,  I  received  an  invitation  from  Captain 
61^)19,  to  accompany  him  i^  an.  excursion  to  the 
city..  The  ship  lay  in  the  centre  of  the  basin« 
which  obligf^mi  tp  put  asho«e  in.a  boat»  Arrived 
at  tb^  Queen's  Wharf^  we  proceeded  up  a  narrow 
gloQmy.sj^at9..partiaUy  illumined  by  a  few  paltry 
lampfi,  wiucjb  were/thea  jmst  l^hted.  We  next 
endter^'  a  m^xe  crjeditaUe.  storeet,  (Cul  de  Sac;) 

+'8&ate'BBoiirBxice,  it  may  be  ffupposed^  ought  to  bie  made  for 
thefteliiig»of  oob  wk)  Ibd  .n<lt  mxi-^bjiA  a  vsAt'concottrse  of 
hup^igA  d^r^Uiqga .  hr  tfiv^nf  wfieks  jmeeding.  Aclmittbg  this, 
I  may  be  allowed  to  add^  the  emotions  that  arose  within  mj  .mincU 
at  the  first  view  which  I  obtained  of  Quebec  and  of  the  bold 
sctttety  m  its  'environs,  as  I  stood  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the 
DfUtHwiAy  ^wire  exciieJ,  in  aH  their  JA^shness,  at  a  subse- 
<p»m^viBit(.lo  tW»  capiU4^  .  This>  to  mjmlf  at  feast,  is  k  gMkt 
criteq^m  iif  tjie  ti*uth  df  nijrjfir^t  imprdssionv  and  ^of  the  oiijeets 
from  which  they  were  received ; .  and  it  is  qonfinqed  by  thp 
acknoWled^cni  of  every  intelligent  man  with  whom  I  have^had 
luTiPpportuiiYtyJofckmvei^sing.    •  '** 
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erowded  like  the  former  with  a  motley  traiti  of  alt 
ttations^  from  the  torrid,  frigid,  and  temperate 
zones;  arnon^  trhom  it  was  imjioMlble  to  sayv 
whether  the  descendants  of  Shem,  Ham,  or  Japheth 
wtee  tba  most  numerbns.  Afrieaas,  Indiems, 
Americans,  Europeans,  and  Asiatic^,  composed 
the  variegated  grtmpe.  Some  were  clothed  in 
parple  and-  fine  linen,  and  i^ppeared,  from  ^^ertaiti 
external  indications^  to  have  fared  sumptuously 
every  day  $  others  displayed  their  grotesque  figures 
in  a  state  of  almost  total  nudity;  and  here  and 
there  a  sable  countenance  was  seen  peeping  ^oi^ 
the 'Spoils  of  the  forest;  wlnle>  at  intervals,  Uie 
eye  relieved  itself  by  restiog  on  the  oharms  of 
female  beauty,  ajrrayed 

la  lA  fhs  gfav&ig  bqK>tfiie«  of  drMs^ 

In  a  word,  such  aa  exhibHieo  of  the  eprtqwes;  of 
all  th^  nations  which  mhabit  theterraqveoiis.gliobe, 
b  nowhere  to  be  witnessed,  except  in  Ameri^ 
and  perhaps  ia.the  inodem  ci^ital  of  Rui«i|Eu  .The 
BOBf used  ohf^tariag^  and  inharmoiNkNia  diveivity  of 
kmguages  had  such  an  efiect  apon  my  aaditory 
organs^  that  I  pouid  almost  have  fancied  my^lf 
i&]^qut  j^  place  the  last^  stone  upon  the  Tpwer  .f>f 
Bat>eli(  Not*  a  word  of  Eoagliah  did  I  hew,,  vfAm 
iiMe  that  was  Ekig^idi  d&d  I  see>  uaiii^  to  my  gjfent 
satisfaction,  I  fbund  myself  in  a  British  mercantite 
warehouse;,  where,  on  looking  around  me,  and 
reflecting  on  the  short  excundqa  I  had:  taken^,,  J 
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was  retiiiiAeAy  thttt^  inciteftd  of  hnvin^  b^en  engaged 
in  pltLf^g  thd  last  stoqa  on  the  tower  of  Babel,  J 
heti  only  concluded  niy  fimt  M^alk  in  the  eity  of 

'Th^  next  risft  which  Cetpt^ti  Blake  and  I  imde^ 
that  eirening,  was  to  an  Hotel.  On  arriring  there, 
we  were  ushered  ittto  a  larg^  apartment/  in  which 
thM%  were  abbul  thirty  toa^^aptainfli  -  We  entered 
$imi  iierefnonie,  and  disco^rered,  that  each  peteon 
faa^an  enormously  large  tumbler  folt  o#  Uqudr 
placed  before  him,  with  a  smoking  pipe  about 
three  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  and  a  paper  of  best 
Virginia  tobacco.  In  a  few  moments.  Captain 
Blake  and  I  were  furnished  with  similar  aecom-  * 
modations;  I  drank  some  of  the  liquor,  which 
was  really  delicious,  but  begged  leave  to  dispense 
with  the  pipe  and  tobacco.  The  room  was  exces* 
sively  warm,  and  filled  with  the  smoke  of  burning 
toHacbo  and  the  effluvia  of  over-heated  bodies :  I 
wlsfted^  most  heartily  to  make  my  exit ;  but  since 
I  Vent  to  this  place,  not  by  choice,  but  in  compli- 
tnent  to  the  Captain,  who  appeared  as  happy  in 
the  company  of  his  amphibious  fraternity,  as  if  he 
were  engaged  in  discovering  the  longitude,  I  could 
not  with  propriety  retire,  till  he  thought  fit  to 
proj^se  our  departure.  These  sons  of  Neptune 
talk'ed'of  long  and  short  voyages,  of  well  and  ill- 
liullt  ships,  of  the  felicities  of  a  se^-faring  life,  and 
the  exhilarating  qualities  of  Cognac  Brandy,  in 
inch  a  lengthened  strain  as  made  me  wish  my- 
setf  asfeep  in  the  worst-built  house  in  Quebec. 
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JNot  a  subject  was  discussed^  nor  an  idea  sug- 
gested; which  could  afford  either  profit  or  plea- 
sure to  any  one  beside  themselves.  I  therefore 
**satin  sad  civility,"  until  about  eleven,  o'clock, 
,when  the  whole  party  withdrew  by, mutual  con- 
sent, but  not  before  an  appointment  waB  made  to 
mJ9et  on  the  following  evening  for  their  general 
edification,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  tobacco  trade. 
This  rendezvous,  it  is  unnecessary  to  assure  you, 
•I  did. mit  attend.  ^t. 
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LETTER  II];. 

SmiATION   OP   QUKBEC—- ITS   FINB   EXTERNAL  APPEARANCE —FOR- 

TIPICATIONS CITADEL — CAPE   DIAMOND— PUBLIC    EDIFICES    OF 

QUEBEC CASTLE   OP   ST.   LOUIS— ROMAN   CATHOLIC   CltTHSDRAL 

-^PROTESTANT   PLACES   OF  WORSHIP COURT    H0USE-^JEBUIT'» 

COLLEGE—- THE  HOTEL  DIEU  — JHE  CONVENT  OF  THE  UR8U- 
UNE8— THE  bishop's  PALACE  — THE  BARRACKS  —  GENERAL 
WOISK'S  statue— origin  of  the  WORD  QUEBEC— POPULATION 
OF  THAT   CITY. 

Quebec  lies  in  46  degrees  48  minutes  North' 
latitude,  and  in  71  degrees  11  minutes  West  longi-. 
tade;  and  is  beautifully  situated  between  the  rivers 
St.  Charles  and  St.  Lawrence,  immediately  at  the 
point  of  confluence.  It  is,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
wrved,  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre  gradually 
ascending;  and  exhibits  such  a  fine  appearance  from 
the  river,  that  a  stranger,  ,uaacquainted  with  its 
interior,  would  imagine  it  to  be  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  cities  in  the  world.  The  amazing  eleva- 
tion, resplendent  spires,  and  formidable  outworks 
of  the  upper  town,  are  all  well-calculated  to  pre- 
po8se«i  the  mind  of  a  spectator  ;  but  when  he  enters 
into  the  streets,  squares^  and  alleys,  especially  of 
the  lower  town,  and  finds  the  whole  to  be  con-* 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


4B  UPPBR  AND  U>WS&  TOWN. 

fined,  iU-ooii0trttoted,  and  in^^gant,  fiothipig  can 
equal  his  diaappoiniment.  Many  of  the  streets  are 
scarcely  wide  enough  to  admit  of  carriages  passiog 
each  other,  and  all  of  them  are  void  of  beautyj 
taste,  and  regularity.  Business  is  priQcipally  trans^ 
acted  in  the  lower  town ;  in  consequence  of  which^ 
and  of  ita  confined  situation,  it  is  in  a  perpetual 
hurtle.  The  granajries,  warehouses,  and  dwelliogs, 
though  generally  very  lofty,  are  frowned  upon  by 
theimpendii^  rocky  projections  qf  Cape  Diamond^ 
wbiefay  in  some  difectionsr  seem  1^  threatei(i».^hepi 
witb"  instant  destfoction.  The  ascent  to  iha  upper 
town,  along  the  windings  of  Mountain^lpreet,  has 
been  contrived  with  much  art,  but  hi,  ajfter  ^11^ 
exceedingly  steep;  and,  in  pertain  parts :9i]i  thf 
right-hand  side,  is  shaded  by  obtruding  pvecijpipei^ 

After  gaining  the  summit^  the  aspect  of  the  city 
becomes  more  attractive,  and  is  in  every  ne^pept* 
preferable  to  that  of  the  lower  town.  Tht&  p«44io^ 
buildings,  however,  exhibit  little  that  can  w^VfiBt 
those  who  have  been  acclistomed  to  vi^t!^  thei  mqfff^ 
splendid  and  magnifioeot  et'ec1;ions  in  Euj^Qpe^oti: 
cities*  ^  ;^ 

Much  attention  is  very  properiy  bestowed  ppi 
the  improvement  of  the '  fortifications;  They  ttr^ 
kept  in  excellent  repair,  and  new  defences  fare 
added  w)ierever  they  may  be  deemed  necfsn^y;^ 
When  viewed  from  the  opposite  shore,  or  &om  di^ 
part  of  the  surrounding  country,  they  preimit*  tf 
very  noble  appearance.  The  citadel  stands  on  i^ 
highest  point  of  Cape  DiamoQ^A.^^ch.  il  no.  l^fui 
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ihati  ThM«r  fiundMt  Md  lEifty  fMtmboveilie  bvDl 
of  the  tiVer.  Whett  'Quebeo^becmM  the  Mpltsl  of 
iltfe  IVtmcb  Colony^  the^  eitaditl  wu  bailt  i»Kp»eiify 
for  tho  proteotion  of  th^  ^pprooohee  to  the'  bity  ok 
itst  Westam  nidet  towaidi  the  Plama-of  Alirahasn  j 
aid^proacUy  frowtiing  over  the  fit.  Lawreace^it  wm- 
eirtends  its  immenae  walli and  re^larmilitary  otttn 
works  across  the  end  of  those  Pkins/doWn  iieari}^ 
to  the  hanks  of  the  riVer  St«  James*  There  are 
Ave  gates  into  the  eity  i  Port  fit*  liovas^  whieh  b 
(Ike  largc^M^  opens  to  the  West,  and  towards  the 
Heights  of  Abraham^  where. the  gallant  Wolfe 
breathed  his  last.  Port  St«  John  opens  towards 'Sti 
Feix^  which  h  the  road  to  Montreal*  Both  thes# 
gates^itre  litrong^ty  fortified ;  and  ihe  wallsj  throagh 
which  they  serve  as  entranees,  are  iheve  at  kasi 
fifty  feet  in  thickness.  Palace  and  Hope  gatesy 
bpeif  to  the  North ;  and  >  Prescott  Oate^  throagii 
vASett  we^  pass  to  tive  lower  town^  opens  tcywardii 
thf»  66hth.  TUxe  approaches  to  all  the  gateH'ap^ 
gttairdM  by  batteries^  and  other  defenbesj  Wslk 
ilfr'ilMtrrAlly  commanding  mtuation,  therefore^ ^t\d 
its  immense  fortifications^  Quebec  must  beeen-' 
jSA4Mi  M  one  ef  the^  strongest  cftMs  in  the  tni-- 
vers*i'^^         '-^  '■     '    •  .,>..,. 

'^'B^Bipyaccofint  of  Quebec/how  ample  soever  it? 
ittj^bev  •  wilP^be '  considered  incompletov  'uflless!  it 
dMnjMlfc  «£^dbselpipliok'«r  the  ceMbMited  ^Mit#^«/ 
jUMh&lHs  V^  gratify  you;  thtoefore^  whom  I  knew 
fe*  ftel  ^iiterested  abont  every  etrtsumiAttnoe  con«^ 
ilebtM  with  «mr  niitioiMi(gloi^>  f  aidd  liistigfat  iopd- 
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gmphioal  «k6tcb«     Quebec  is  ii^rrbanded  hf  water 
OB  three,  of  its  aidttt ;  and  the  fourth  is  opep  towards 
the  Plaifti.     For  the  security  of  this  side,  on 
which  the  city  is  most  vuluerebley  the  ample  mili- 
tary defences  have  been  erected:  to  which  I  have 
alieady  alluded.     The  approach  to  the  Heiglits 
frmn  the  St.  Lawrence,  by  whose  biuiks  they  are 
skirted  for  several  miles  above  Quebec,  is  precipi- 
tous and  difficult ;  and  this  was  the  only  mode  of 
access  for  the  British  troops  under  the  intrepid 
Wolfe.    A  slight  bend  in  the  river,   nearly  two 
n||^»  above  the  city,  is  pointed  out  to  patriotic 
sttangers  as  the  spot  where  that  skilful  General 
landed  his  army ;  as  is  also  the  narro\f  ttheep-walk^ 
by  which  they  silently  climbed  up  at  midnight, 
in  single  column,  or  as  they  could,  to  the  summit 
of   the    Plains,    on   which,  they    next   morning 
formed  in  battle  array,  and  gained  a  victory  over 
tl^  French  troops  at  the  very  threshold  of  their 
almost  imjuregnable  fortresses.      From  the  airy 
ridges,   which  are  on  the    rocky  verge   of  the 
river,  the  Heights  of  Abraham  gradually  slope 
downwards  to  the  less  elevated  banks  of  the  river 
StJ \€harles.     In, the  part  nearest  to  the  upper 
town,    they    are  upwards  of  a  mile  in   width  { 
and^  at  a   greater  distance   from  Quebec,  their 
breadth  increases,  in  proportion  as  the  two  riversr 
recede  firofn  each  other  and  fonx  the  vdes  of 
1^  triangle  nearly  equilateral,  of  whichf  Uie  base 
will  be  an  imaginary  li^  drawn  jacross  thp  Pli^ins* 
about  fout-  miMs. from. the  citfcdeL:  Thvi , fruitful. 
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tmibioC  MUiiiJd»4i  irtteiite  wi  reowi&able  natdml 

i4».ne%)|bq|i|d|04d,  but  d/B^M:  its  chief  atteaetion 
fr^qpi  lytying  bera  tlu»  flcctna  of  action  be4;wteeii  tba 
law^tedWcjtfe.^nd  tl)«i  damo^  Moiitcolm* 

A  atatue  ]ia3  bee^  Mwied  hf  the  ixihaJbitaatfl  of 
Qwbeo  to, the  menwy  of  Gk^neral  Wolf^^  whoy 
by^hja  s]uU  aiid.  valour^  annexed,  the  vaat  :tamn 
tqfjQtifhe  Canadas  to  the  British  empire.  It  i«  a 
pitifol 'tribute  of  ACQuutry's  gratitude^  if  gratitude 
to  a  cofiqaeror  eaa  be  supposed  tQ  exist  ^in  the  Jbearts 
of  thorn  .whoi|i,  he  has  subj  ugated :  Aiid»  indead^ 
ii  Vff^  jDp(y  icntm  onv  ideaa  of  tJ^eir  f«eliRgs.-at  that 
pq^ipd  from  thfi  9u^(Ficfiiei>^.  of  this  mejiieQto>;fVia. 
mnft,,cfim>\n^ey,  that  detestation  aad.icoatetqpty 
mti)fj;,i||ao  .gratitude  and  re^^peet^  -were  the, prio- 
^ifj^  J^y  whieh  they,  were  aotuated.  Xhe  uigiost 
8ti?^^/of.  humai^  .thought  wQuld'  be  iaadequate.  to 
tha»iff>i)9P9t^n<.  of  aoy  thiag  3PQre  .beggja^ly  and 
iniigl^iSqfgiip.^  ^Oply  pipture  to  yourself  a  Upck  ol 
wop^^taboutfioMir  &et,and(aba|f  lq|ig^  j(.a^ly;<ki}t 
aia^fMirafi^d  witha.vienr  to  n»kQiii  /coiiveyrsov^ 
faiatir€)9fyqWanoa  of  a.  humaa  ihody;  an^  ihm 
iiQfttpy^  it  10  be,  painted  in^  a  , manner  .the:  meet 
fitt^,.^  represent  a  dishandeii  soldieis^^  qn  Im 
reti«M9  f:|^^«0ven,  ij^iears'  oampai^  to  hiji  n^tii^ 
riSii^^  ¥9Wted^  by.  wounds  and  ^iMPed  iwith 
f^%i^WintiliiA  cjiothfs^the  ins^«ftrableoQm{)ianK>n>(Qf 
hi^jb0ils»,|gmtf.rataining  a  frnffieient  portion \oC 
r^iB|iptwWMlbkcJf^..to,cotovinoe  the  beholdarfc 
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that  they  had  onoe  been  a  sait  of  British  uniform. 
W  hen  you  have  depicted  all  this  in  your  imagination, 
you  will  have  a  tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  ladi*- 
crous  effigy.  Still,  however,  you  will  not  have  a  per- 
fect notion  of  it,  unless  I  mention,  that,  to  shield 
it  from  the  inclement  wind  and  scorching  sun  of 
Canada,— ^or  to  remove  it  as  far  as  possible,  with- 
out totally  hiding  it,  from  the  public  view, — the 
patriotic  managers  of  this  affair  have  judiciously 
planted  it  in  a  niche,  not  more  than  twelve  feet  from 
the  ground,  cut  in  the  angle  of  a  private  house,  and 
situate  in  a  part  of  the  city  that,  is  by  no  means 
the  most  public  or  best  frequented.  Thus  partially 
concealed,  the  passing  stranger  would  as  soon 
imagine  it  to  be  the  Ghost  of  Hamlet,— confessing, 
by  the  want  of  animation  in  his  countenance,  that 
he  is  forbid 

The  flecrets  of  his  pruon-hoate  to  tell^— 

as  he  would  suppose  it  to  be  the  statue  of  the  British 
General,  if  some  cunning  one  had  not  most  saga- 
ciously ineicribed  the  words  ^*  James  Wolfs"  on  the 
i*E0E8TAL,  if  I  may  apply  such  a  term  to  the  stone 
on  which  it  stands.  The  man  who  wrote  this 
inscription  is  particularly  entitled  to  the  gratitude 
of  strangers,  for  the  enlightening  addition  which 
li^  has  thus  made  to  the  stock  of  public  information ; 
and  he  reminds  us  of  the  judicious  conduct  of  a 
wary  but  unskilful  arttst,  who,  after  having  painted 
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what  he  meant  to  be  the  picture  of  a  lion,  to  pre* 
rent  mistakes,  subjoined  this  needful  inscription, 
"  T*i»  IS  A  Lion;" 

If  i  had  not  every  reason  to  believe,  from  m^ 
pej^onal  knowledge  of  the  Canadians,  that  they 
are  a  loyal  people,  and  exceedingly  well-pleased 
with  the  British  Government,  I  should  be  ready 
to  draw  the  inference,  that,  instead  of  erecting 
this  memorial  in  honour  of  General  Wolfe^  they  had 
employed  some  French  puppet-carver  to  furnish 
them  with  such  a  caricatare  of  the  great  and  gal- 
lant conqueror,  as  might  convince  posterity,  that 
the  only  sentiments  which  they  felt  towards  him 
were  those  of  supreme  contempt  and  implacable^ 
abhorrence.  But  as  I  cannot  entertain  an  opinion 
so  derogatory  from  their  character,  I  must  conclude, 
that  when  this  monument  was  erected  they  were 
in  a  rude  and  unpolished  state,  or  that  they  were 
entirely  destitute  of  eminent  artists, — a  class  of  men 
who  are  indeed  of  rare  occurrence  in  a  young  colo- 
ny, in  which  thte  useful  arts  justly  receive  more  sub- 
stantiai  patrontitgd,  than  those  which  are  itaerely 
ornamental.  If  eithei^  of  these  conclusions, — which 
are  so  nearly  allied  as,  strictly  speakibg,  to'coi^titute 
but  on«, — be  admissible,  now  that  the  age  of  igno- 
rance is  passed,  tod  artists  of  eminence  are  every 
Where  to  be  found,  I  think  the  inhabitants  of  Que* 
beo  should  either  consign  to  the  fiery  element  this 
wooden  memento  of  the  conquest  of  their  country^ 
or  should  make  a  liberal  beqUest  of  it  to  some  sign- 
less tobacco-twister,  and  thiis  create  a  vacancy  for 
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an  erection  more  worthy  of  tfaemael  ves^  and  of  the 
hero  whose  fame  they  wish  to  perpetuate. .  That 
such  a  substitution  would  be  agreeable  to  their 
feelings,  I  am  well  assured :  For  they  view  the 
enjoyment  of  a  free  constitution^  and  the  undis- 
turbed exercise  of  their  religion,  as  valuable  privi- 
leges which  their  British  conquerors  have  bestowed 
upon  them, .  and  of .  which,  it  is  allowed  by  all 
parties,  they  have  rendered  themselves  worthy  by 
the  unbending  loyalty  of  their  principles,  proved 
in  very  trying  circumstances. 

The. truth  of  the  matter  is,  that,  after  all  the 
jocose  remarks  which  have  been  made  upon  this 
insignificant  figure,  the  Canadians  are  not  so  much 
the  objects  of  bla-me  as  many  persons  suppose.  At 
.the  period  when  this  wooden  efSgy  was  rudely 
carved,  the.  Decorative  Arts  were  not  much  in 
request  even  in  Great  Britain  itself;  and  superb 
juonuments,  adorned. by  the  chisel  of  the  statuary, 
and  commemorative  of  brave  achievements  or  of 
scientific  discoveries,  were  then  neither  so  fre- 
quently awarded  nor  so  skilfully  executed  as  they 
have  lately  been.  When,  we  pass  judgment^  there- 
fore, upon  Wolfe's  statue,  we  must  banish  modem 
ideas  in  a  great  measure  from  our  minds ;  and  those 
rustic  tablets,  or  unpolished  columns,  hastily  erected 
during  the  late  war  in  Spain,  by  British  survivors, 
near  some  of  the  fields  gf  battle  in  which  their 
brave  and  distinguished  friends  had  fallen,  will  be 
jnore  suitable  objects  of  comparison  with  this  rude 
piece  of  carved- work,  than  the  elegant  and  expen^ 
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sire  designs  whicli  have*  been  recently  executed  in 
England  by  superior  artists^  in  honour  of  the  cou-. 
rage,  the  wisdom,  or  the  virtues  of  "  the  great  and 
good  deceased."  The  benefit  of  this  admission,  how- 
ever, must  not  be  claimed  in  behalf  of  the  French 
colonists,  who  were  *then  resident  in  Quebec,  and 
who,  not  having  had  time  for  proving  the  advan- 
tages of  the  British  laws,  and  administration,  could 
not  be  expected  to  be  hasty  in  affording  public 
tokens  of  their  approbation  on  their  changS  of  maSf 
ters :     But  this  is  an  argument  in  favour  of  the 
British  eanquerors  themselves,  without  whose  sanc- 
tion at  least,  the  paltry  statue  could  not  have  been 
formed  and  erected.     The  men  at  that  period  in 
official  stations,  and  all  those  respectable  persons 
connected  with  the  government  of  the  conquered 
Province,    were   natives    of   Great    Britain;    to 
them  alone,  and  not  to  the  subjugated  Canadians, 
the   consequent  honour  or  reproach  of  this  erec- 
tion attaches.     If  it  be  objected,  ^^  that  this  frail 
monament  is  generally  represented  as  a  proof  of 
the  gratitude  of  the   French  Colonists  to  their 
British  liberators  and  benefactors ;"    a  sufficient 
answer  will  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  this  will . 
not  be  the  first  instance  on  record  of  conquerors 
themselves  erecting  commemorative  trophies,  and 
afterwards  pointing  them  out  as  grateful  demon-^ 
strations  of  the  people's  affections.     Pattnam  qui 
foeruit  ferat.     But  whichever  party  may  be  con- 
sidered most  blame- worthy,  the  memory  of  Wolfe 
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deserves  a  more  appropriate  statue,  and  one  tietter 
in  accordance  with  %he  approved  taste  of  the  timeSy 
on  the  very  scene  of  his  death  and  triumph. 

The  castle  of  St  Louis,  which  is  the  residence  of 
the  Governor,  occupies  a  very  lofty  and  command- 
ing situation.  It  is'built  on  the  brink  of  an  almost 
inaccessible  precipice  ;  and  is  supported  by  counter- 
forts and  strong  mason-work  raised  to  nearly  half 
its  height.  Some  of  the  apartments  of  the  castle 
are  occupied  by  the  various  civil  and  military  offi- 
cers, acting  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
Governor.  This  edifice  has  nothing  to  recommend 
it,  except  its  extent  and  situation ;  for  its  exterior 
is  plain  and  unassuming,  yet  constructed  with 
great  neatness  and  simplicity. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral  is  a  good-sized 
stone  building,  with  a  steeple  disproportionately 
low,  and  whimsically  placed  on  one  side  of  iU 
The  interior  of  this  Church,  like  others  belonging 
to  this  denomination,  coutains  several  rich  and  costly 
ornaments.  A  variety  of  fine  scriptural  repre- 
sentations, executed  by  the  hand  of  a  master,  are 
placed  against  the  walls ;  and  the  altar  is  a  grand 
yet  fanciful  piece  of  Vorkmanship.  The  roof  and 
steeple  are  covered  with  tin,  according  to  the 
fashion  observed  in  nearly  all  the  churches  through- 
out the  province. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  is  only  of  recent 
erection.  It  has  been  constructed  with  some  regard 
to  the  rules  of  architecture,  and  is,  upon  the  whole^ 
a  very  neat  and  respectable  edifice* 
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There  are  alto  a  Methodist  Chapel,  called  ^^  the 
Wesleyan. Meeting  House,"  and  a  Presbyterian 
Kirk,  both  of  which  are  very  neat  and  substantial 
buildings. 

The  Gourt-House  is  by  no  means  an  inferior  or 
contemptible  building;  and  its  internal  arrange- 
ments are  said  to  be  well-adapted  to  the  purposes 
fw  which  they  were  intended. — The  Jesuits'  Col<- 
lege,  the  Seminary,  the  Hotel  Dieu,  the  Convent 
of  the  Ursulines,  the  Bishop's  Palace,  and  the 
Barracks,  are  the  only  other  buildings  of  note  in  the 
city;  and  their  external  appearance  is  little  calcu- 
lated to  attract  particular  attention. 

The  Convent  of  the  Ursulines  was  founded  by 
Madame  de  la  Peltree,  in  the  year  1639,  and  is  at  i 
present  occupied  by  a  Superior  and  thirty-six  nuns, 
whose  principal  employment  is  the  instruction  of 
young  females  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion. 

The  Hotel  Dieu  was  founded  in  1637,  by  the 
Duchess  D'Auguillion,  sister  of  Cardinal  Richelieu, 
and  intended  for  the  reception  of  the  poor,  and  tha 
<mre  of  the  sick ;  the  establishment  consists  of  a 
Superior  and  thirty-six  nuns. 

What  was  formerly  the  Bishop's  Palace,  is  now 
converted  into  a  House  of  Assembly  for  the  Pro- 
vincial Parliament. 

The  relative  situation  of  the  upper  and  lower 
town  renders  Quebec  a  most  unpleasant  residence 
to  aU  persons  whose  business  requires  their  attend- 
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ance  in  various  parts  of  the  city.  They  are  obliged 
to  ascend  from  olie  part  to  the  other,  by  long  ^ight» 
of  wooden  steps;  which,  in  the  burning  heat  of 
summer,  is  a  task  of  no  easy  or  agreeable  perform- 
ance* 

The  Mercantile  houses  of  Quebec  exhibit  none 
of  that  taste  and  neatness  which  are  so  conspicuous 
in  repositories  of  the  same  description  in  England. 
Their  doors  and  windows  are  exactly  similar  to 
those  of  private  houses ;  and,  in  addition  to  their 
mean  appearance,  they  are  always  dirty,  and  des- 
titute of  any  display  of  goods,  except  such  trum- 
pery as  would  more  readily  convey  the  idea;  of  a 
brandy-shop  or  barrack,  than  that  of  an  extensive 
warehouse.  There  is  a  great  variety  of  taverns, 
so  called,  in  the  city ;  but,  I  believe,  the  Union 
Hotel  is  almost  the  only  one  at  which  respectable 
and  comfortable  accomipodations  can  be  procured. 
That  vanity,  which,  as  Mr.  Lambert  justly 7 
observes,  ^^  is  a  particular  trait  in  the  character 
of  all  our  Trans-atlantio  brethren,  from  the  con- 
fines of  Florida  to  the  shores  of  Labrador,"  has 
induced  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec,  as  well  as  all 
other  people  in  America,  to  designate  every  filthy 
brandy-shop  and  beer-house  by  the  name  of  tavern. 
As  you  travel  through  the  country,  you  mi^y  con- 
stantly observe  houses  thus  nick-named;^  but 
scarcely  once  a  week  will  you  meet  with  one^ 
whose  appearance  or  accommodations  give  it  any 
claim  to  the  high-sounding  appellation. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


J>SBIVATION.OF  QUEBEC.  gj 

The  origin  of  the  word  Quebec  ia  unoertaia« 
Some  say,  that  it  was  derived  from  the  Algonquin 
word  queheco  or  quebec,  which  signifies  contracted; 
hecaose  the  St.  Lawrenfee  becomes  contracted  to  Ut- 
tle  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  breeulth^ 
iaimediately  opposite  the  city.  Others  assert,  that 
it  is  derived  from  the  Norman  language,  and  that  one 
of  the  persons  who  accompanied  M.  De  Champlain, 
in  his  expedition  up  the  river,  exclaimed,  on  arriv- 
ing at  that  part  where  the  city  now  stands,  ^*  Quel 
hecj  What  a  point !"  A  third  party  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  derived  from  the  Abenaquis  word 
quelibecy  signifying  *^  shut  up."  The  Indians  of 
this  nation,  who  resided  at  Glaudiere,  about  nine 
miles  from  the  city,  when  coming  thence,  could 
see  nothing  of  the  two  channels  formed  by 
the  Island  of  Orleans,  and  therefore  concluded, 
that  the  river  was  completely  shtU  up  by  that 
island. 

The  origin  of  the  word  Canada  is  equally  invol- 
ved in  uncertainty.  It  is  naid,  that  the  Spaniards 
visited  this  country  before  the  French;  but, 
finding  ^  it  barren,  and  'without  gold — the  grand 
object  of  their  pursuit,  in  tones  of  disappointment 
they  frequently  exclaipaed,  on  the  eve  of  their 
departure  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Indians,  ^^  Aca 
nada, — Here  is  nothing!'^  The  Indians,  on  the 
arrival  of  the  French,  supposed  them  to  be  Spa- 
niards, and,  wishing  to  get  rid  of  them,  continu- 
ally cried  out,  "  Aca  nada  /,"  which  the  French, 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


5g  POPULATION  OF  THE  CITY. 

not  understanding,  imagined  to  be  the  name  of  the 
place.  In  this  trifling  incident,  the  name  of  Ca- 
nada is  generally  supposed  to  have  had  its  origin. 

The  present  population  df  Quebec  amounts  to 
14,880  souls ;  three  fourths  of  whom  are  Roman 
Catholics  of  French  descent.  The  remainder  con« 
sist  principally  of  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish. 
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LETTER  IV. 

DEPAftTURE  FROM  QUEBEC -^ARRIYAL  AT  MONTREAL  —  INTERVIEW 
WITR  THE  DUKE  OF  RICHMOND — WITH  COLONEL  COCKBOURNE 
»-THE  colonel's  ADVipS— H>UR  OBJECTIONS  TO  A  RESIDENCE  IN 
THE  LOWER  PROVINCE — CAPTAIN  BLAKE — THE  COUNTRY  BE- 
TWEEN QUEBEC  AND  MONTREAL^-^ROIS  RIVIERES*— LAKE  8T. 
PETRB— WILLIAM  HENRY-— BERTHIER — MONTREAL  ISLAND— DE- 
8CRIPTIPN  OF  THE  CtTY — EXTENT  AND  POPULATION— INFERIOR 
APPEARANCE  OF  ALL  BUILDINGS  ERECTED  PREVIOUS  TO  THE 
LATE  WAR— SHEET-IRON  DOORS  AND  WINDOW  9HUTTERSr- 
OLOOMY  APPEARANCE  OF  THE  CITY  ON  SUNDAYS  AND  OTHER 
HOLIDAYS— PUBLIC  BUILPINGS — MANNER  IN  WHICH  THE  CITY 
IB  SUPPLIED  WITH  WATERi— BANKINQ-BOUS98— rPUBLIC  LIBRARY 
— CIRCULATINO  LIBRARY— NEWSPAPERS — MARKET-PLACES — ITS 
COMMERCE— DEFENCELESS  SITUATION— STEAM-BOATS  AND  THEIR 
ACCOMMODATIONS  —  SHALLOWNESS  OF  THE  WATER  BETWEEN 
QUEBEC   AND   MONTREAL — WRETCHED   STATE  OF  THE   QUAYS. 

On  the  3d  of  August^  1818,  five  days  after  our 
arrival  at  Quebec,  we  embarked  on  board  the 
steam-boat  Telegraph  for  Montreal,  and  arrived 
there  on  the  morning  of  the  6th ;  thus  performing 
a  voyage  of  180  miles,  against  a  rapid  current,  in 
about  36  hours. 

Previous  to  our  departure  from  Quebec,  my 
&ther  waited  on  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  pre- 
sented to  him  an  order  from  Lord  Bathurst  for  the 
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land  to  which  he  was  entitled^  with  various  other 
letters  of  introduction.  His  Grace  received  him 
with  great  politeness,  and  told  him,  that  he* would 
be  happy  to  render  him  any  service  in  his  power, 
referring  him  at  the  same  time  to  Colonel  Cock- 
bourne,  the  Deputy  Quarter-master  General,  for 
suc^  information  as  he  might  require  with  regard 
to  the  choice  of  a  settlement. 

Colonel  Cockbourne  endeavoured  to  persuade 
my  father  to  relinquish  his  intention  of  proceeding 
to  Upper  Canada,  and  to  accept  of  a  settlement  in 
the  Lower  Province.  He  pointed  out  the  great 
advantages,  which,  he  alleged,  would  most, deci- 
dedly result  from  a  settlement  in  a  thickly-inhabited 
country;  contrasted  fruitful  fields  and  populous 
towns,  with  uncultivated  wildernesses  and  dreary 
forests ;  painted  in  fascinating  colours  the  pleasures 
of  society,  and  drew  a  gloomy  picture  of  the  depri- 
vations attendant  on  a  state  of  comparative  soli- 
tude; and  magnified  the  obvious  benei^s  of  the 
one  course  of  life,  in  exact  proportion  as  he  exag- 
gerated the  untried  difficulties  of  the  other ;  until 
he  had  nearly  persuaded  him  to  abandon  all 
thoughts  of  gaining  a  residence  in  Upper  Canada. 

When  my  father  acquainted  my  brother  and  me 
with  the  Colonel's  flattering  proposals  and  advice, 
we  declared  our  unchangeable  determination,  with 
his  good  leave,  of  going  to  the  Upper  Province  ; 
and  entreated  him  immediately  to  solicit  the  neces- 
sary directions  for  obtaining  land  there,  and  the  pro- 
visions which  had  been  put  on  board  the  Brunswick 
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by  order  of  Lord  Bathurst.  He  consented  to  dd 
so ;  and^  on  stating  to  his  Grace  of  Richmond^  the 
objections  of  his  family  to  a  residence  in  the  Lower 
Province,  and  the  necessity  of  procuring  the 
government-rations^  for  the  subsistence  of  the  set- 
tlers whilst  pursuing  their  journey  to  the  West- 
ward, he  obtained  the  requisite  order  for  them^ 
with  about  170  pairs  of  blankets,  which  had  also 
been  put  on  board  for  their  accommodation. 

We  objected  to  .Lower  Canada,  First,  On  ac- 
count of  the  inferiority  of  its  soil  ond  the  severity 
of  the  climate.--^S£CONDLY.  In  consequence  of  its 
being  almost  wholly  in  the  occupation  of  a  people 
with  whose  customs,  language,  and  religion,  we 
were  very  imperfectly  acquainted. 

I  must  not  proceed  further  in  my  narrative, 
without  acknowledging  the  kind  attentions,  which, 
during  an  acquaintance  of  Fifty-three  days,  we 
experienced  from  Captain  Blake  of  the  Brunswick. 
From  the  moment  of  our  embarkation  at  Cork,  to 
the  night  of  our  departure  from  his  ship,  his  atten- 
tion, not  only  to  the  cabin-passengers,  but  also  to 
the  humblest  individual  in  the  steerage,  evinceda 
disposition  highly  creditable  to  himself  and  honour- 
able to  his  profession.  He  exerted  himself  on  all 
occasions,  to  render  the  situation  of  every  one  on 
board  as  agreeable  as  the  nature  of  circumstances 
would  admit.  He  was  to  all  a  friend,  an  attendant, 
aiid  a  physician;  and  constantly  solicitous  fo^  our 
liealth  and  comfort.  To  the  inferior  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Brvjnswick,  we  are  also  much  indebt- 
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ed^  and  cannot,  I  am  tore,  avoid  retaiining  a  due 
sense  of  their  unremitting  assiduity  to  render  us 
oomfortable.  We  parted  from  the  whole  of  them 
with  regret,  and  hope  they  are  fully  aware  how 
sensible  we  are  of  their  praise-worthy  conduct. — 
This  is  a  digression ;  but  it  is  one  that  speaks  its 
own  apology. 

The  country  between  Quebec  and  Montreal, 
although  more  advanced  in  cultivation  than  that 
immediately  below  Quebec,  appears  less  diversified 
and  not  so  thickly  settled.  Within  a  few  miles  of 
*^  the  Three  Rivers,"  the  bankd  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence  lose  their  steep  and  precipitous  chiaracter, 
and  become  gently  sloping  and  regular.  The  houses 
are  of  an  inferior  description,  and  the  churches  are 
less  numerous ;  but  thie  farms  are  more  extensive^ 
more  level,  and  better  cultivated. 

Point  aux  Trembles,  which  is  about  21  miles 
from  Quebec,  was  the  first  village  we  observed 
after  leaving  that  city.  It  contains  a  Cathedral 
Church  and  a  Convent  of  Nuns,  and  has  about  600 
inhabitants,  all  of  whom  are  of  French  extraction. 

The  town  of  Trois  Rivieres,  or  Three  Rivers, 
about  90  miles  from  Quebec,  is  situated  on  a  point 
of  land  on  the  North  bank,  at  the  confluence  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  St.  Maurice*  .At  the 
mouth  of  this  small  river,  stand  two  small  islands, 
that  divide  it  into  three  channels,  frotn  which  the 
place  derives  the  name  of  Three  Rivers.  This 
town,  which  is  next  in  importance  to  Montreal, 
contains  a  French  Parochial  Church;  an  Bnglish 
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Episcopal  Charoh ;  an  Hospital^  oalled  the  Ursniinei 
Convent,  for  the  cure  of  the  disea^sed  and  the 
instruction  of  young  persons  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic persuasion;  a  Gaol  and  Court-house;  a  small 
Barrack^  and  aMonasteryofRecoUects— an  order 
which  is  now  extinct  in  Canada.  There  is  ako  an 
extensive  Iron  Foundry  at  Three  Rivers :  It  is  the 
property  of  Govemment,  and  is  leased  out  to  some 
merchants  of  Quebec^  who  manufacture  on  the 
spot  a  great  quantity  of  cast  and  bar  iron.  The 
ore  is  said  to  be  very  rich^  and  the  castings  are  of 
a  superior  description,  particularly  the  stoves. 
Wrought  ii'on,  manufactured  there^is  preferable  to 
English  iron^  though  still  iiiferior  to  Swedish. 
The  number  of  the  inhabitants  is  2000,  nearly  five-* 
sevenths  of  whom  are  of  French  descent.  At  this 
place  the  steam-boato,  in  passing  to  and  from  Mont- 
real^ came  to  anchor^  for  the  purpose  of  landing 
and  taking  in  passengers  and  freight^  and  for  receiv- 
ing fresh  supplies  of  fire-wood. 

After  leaving  Three  Rivers,  we  soon  entered 
Lake  St.  Pbtre,  which  is  only  another  of  the 
numei'ous  expansions  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  It  is 
about  twenty  miles  long^  and  from  eight  to  twelve 
wide^  and  is  in  general  exceedingly  shallow.  Owing 
to  some  neglect  on  the  part  of  our  pilots  in  not 
observing  the  proper  channel, — ^the  river  being  here 
mtersected  by  a  number  of  islands^ — we  were  very 
aear  running  aground  in  passing  thi'ough  this  lake^ 
having  sailed  for  nearly  axi    hour   in    water  io 
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BhaIlow>t&at  each  revolution  of  the  wheels  brought 
up  either  mud  or  weeds  from  the  bed  of  the  stream. 

Forty-five  miles  from  Three  Rivers,  and  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-five  froiA  Quebec,  stands  the 
neat  little  town  of  Sorrell,  or  WUltam  Henry, 
in  latitude  46  degrees  60  minutes,  and  longitude 
73  degrees  20  iminutes.  It  is  situated  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Chamblois  with  the  St.  Lawrence. 
The  ^streets  are  handsomely  laid  out,  but  not  yet 
completely  filled  up  with  buildings.  It  is  provided 
with  two  good  places  of  worship, — a  Roman  Cath- 
olic Chapel,  and  a  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
Its  appearance  from  the  water  is  respectable.  Sor- 
rell  was  first  settled  by  a  party  of  the  Royalists, 
who  quitted  the  Union  at  the  period  when  the 
Independence  of  the  States  was  recognized.  It  is 
a  smaller  town  than  Three  Rivers,  and  contains 
only  1600  inhabitants,  most  of  whom  are  Englbh 
and  Scotch.  It  is  gradually  on  the  increase ;  and, 
on  account  of  its  salubrious  situation,  frequently 
becomes  the  residence  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  the  Canadas,  for  a  few  months  in  the 
summer  season. 

Between  William  Henry  and  Montreal,  there 
are  several  small  villages ;  the  principal  of  which 
is  Bbrthier  on  the  North  Bank.  Around  this  vil- 
lage there  are  several  e^ctensive  and  apparently  rich 
settlements,  some  of  which  are  still  occupied  by 
the  descendants  of  the  French  Noblesse,  by  whom 
they  were  first  cleared  and  inhabited. 
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Montreal  Island/  upon  which  the  city  stands^ 
is  about  32  miles  lon^  and  ten  and  a  half  broad.  It 
is  the  property  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpruse, 
and  certainly  possesses  the  finest  climate  and  the 
most  luxuriant  soil  in  the  whole  Province.  The- 
dty  is  situated  on  the  South  side  of  the  Island^  in; 
45  deg.  31  min.  North  latitude/  and  in  73  deg.  36, 
min.  West  longitude.  It  is  45  miles  from  William. 
Henry,  90  from  the  Three  Rivers,  and  180  froiiu 
Quebec. 

Montreal  is  placed  in  the  midst  of  the  most 
picturesque  scenery.  It  is  at  present  very  irregu- 
lar in  its  construction,  b3ing  in  length  nearly  two- 
miles ;  while  its  greatest  breadth,— that  is,  from  the: 
banki)  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  foot  of  an  insu^ 
lated  mountain  from  which  it  derives  its^  nitme^ — is 
only  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  It  contains  15,90(> 
souls,  more  than  one  half  of  whom  are  Roman 
Catholics.  The  streets  are  in  general  very  narrow  • 
and,  to  add  to  the  inconvenience  which  this  occa>- 
sioDS,  the  side-paths  or  causeways  are  rendered 
almost  impassable,  by  a  barbarous  practice  whicli 
prevails  in  every  part  of  the  city,  of  erecting  out- 
side the  doors  wooden  steps  which,  project  from 
three  to  four  feet  into  the  streets.  If  only  two 
persons  meet  opposite  one  of  those  cumbersome 
piles,  they  will  inevitably  be  obliged  either  taj 
retrace  their  steps,  or  out  of  hasty  complaisance, 
to  descend  into  the  channel,  probably  up  to  their 
kn^es ifi  imow,  or  to  their  ancles  in  mud.  It  is  also 
impowible  even  for  two  persons  to  walk  9i*iQ  iit 
Vol.  I.  F 
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arm,  without  separating  every  ten  or  twelve  yards. 
The  houses  are  generally  built  of  a  durable  kind 
of  lin^e-'Stone ;  but  those  which  were  erected  pre- 
viouii  to  the  late  war,  assunae  the  most  forbidding 
appearance,  in  consequefice  of  the  outer  doors 
and,  .window-shutters  b^ing  made  of  strong  sheet* 
iron.  The  use  of  these  ma$sive  securities  is  now 
so  general,  and  their  value  so  highly  appreciated, 
that  scarcely  ahou^e  can  be  found  without  them. 
They  have  been  adopted  to  counteract  the  effects 
dffire>^  which  in  thistoity  irequeAtly  rages  to  the 
destruction  of  immense  |>roperty.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  walk  along  the  streets  of  Montreal  on  a 
Sunday  or  other  holiday,  when  the  shops  are  all 
closed,  without  receiving  the  most  gloomy  impres- 
sions. The  whole  city  appears  one  vast  prison ; 
4md  at  every  noise  which  salutes  the  ear  of  the  pas- 
shig  stranger,  he  imagines  that  he  hears  ihe  clank- 
ings  of  a  malefactor's  chains,  or  the  pitiful  moan-* 
ings  of  aa  incarcerated  debtor. 

There  are,  however,  several  modern  buildings  jn 
Montreal,  that  would  bd  no  disgrace  to  the  finest 
squares  in  Europe.  Indeed,  all  those  which  are  of 
recent  erection  exhibit  a  superior  style  of  execu- 
tion. Some  spacious  streets  beyond  the  former 
boimdaries  of  the  city,  and  towards  the  mountain, 
are  now  laid  out,  and  the  new  buildings  in  them 
are  standing  proofs  of  the  improving  taste  of  the 
people. 

The  public  edifices  of  this  place  are,  the  French 
Church,  the  English  Church,  the  Methodist  Chapel, 
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the  Preab3rterian  Meeting-house,  the  Court-house 
and  Gaol,  the  Montreal  Bank,  the  College,  the 
Hospital,  and  the  Barracks. 

The  French  Church,  or  Roman  Catholic  Chapel, 
called  St.  Maria  and  dedieated  to  the  blessed  Vir- 
gin,  is  an  extensive  old-fashioned  building,    the 
front  of  which  is  constructed  of  cut  ston*^.     It  is 
situate  in  the  middle  of  Notre  ]>ame  street,  which 
IS  the  principal  one  in  the  old  part  of  the  city,.wd 
runs  parallel  with  the  St.  Lawrence.    Th^  steeple,, 
which,  before  the  erection  of  the  English  Church, 
was  considered  the  finest  in  America,  is  now  only 
regarded  on  account  of  its  antiquity.     The  whole 
exterior  of  this  huge  building,  except  the  roof  and 
steeple,  both  of  which  are  covered  with  tin,  is 
plain  and  tasteless;  but  the  interior  is,  after  the 
manner  of  other  Popish  churches,  most  gorgeously 
decorated  with  every  thing  appertaining  to  a  place 
of  this  description,  which  has  a  tendency  to  affect 
the  heart  by  means  of  impressions  on  the  outward 
senses.    The  pews  indeed  are  not  remarkable  for 
any  thing  like  variety  in  design  or  skill  in  construc- 
tion; but  the  cieling  is  adorned  in  a. most  magnifi- 
cent manner,  and  the  altar  is  one  on  which,  to  use 
a  heathen  phrase,   ^^  the  Gods  themselves  might 
saorifice."  The  cieling  is  divided  into  conic  sectiojui 
by  splendid  gilt  mouldings ;  and,  in  the  vacant  space 
between  each  of  them,  innumerable  figures,  fanci- 
fully gilt,  occupy  a  place.     In  the  centre  of  the 
oieliqg,  la  a  circular  painting  of   the  Ascension* 
This  picture,  though  not  of  the  first  order,  is  said 
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to  have  been  the  work  of  an  eminent  French  artist^ 
and  certainly  has  a  very  fine  effect,  which,  in  my 
opinion^  is  produced  more  by  its  situation  than  by. 
thd  excellence  of  the  performance.  It  tends  very 
powerfully  to  elevate  the  mind,  and  inspires  a  sorb 
of  reverence  for  the  house  of  which  it  is  an  orna- 
ment. That  part  of  the  cieling  which  is  imme-* 
diately  over  the  choir,  is  divided  into  small 
squares^  the  angles  of  which  are  studded  with  gilt 
stars.  Towards  the  rear  of  the  choir,  a  superl> 
golden  crown  rests  on  four  pillars  which  are  painted 
pea-green,  with  gilt  risings.  This  crown  serves  a» 
a  canopy  to  the  altar,  which  is  immediately  under 
it.  In  an  exposed  situation  behind  the  crown,  a^ 
full-length  statue  of  the  Virgin  Mary  appears  :  It 
is  sculptured  out  of  a  block  of  white  marble.  On 
each  side  of  the  choir,  are  five  scriptural  paint- 
ings; and,  immediately  over  the  chancel,  stands  a 
large  organ,  above  which  a  well-carved  figure  of 
the  crucifixion  occupies  a  prominent  station.  The 
ornaments  of  the  altar  are  rich  beyond  conception : 
A  great  number  of  wax-candles,  some  of  which 
are  upwards  of  four  feet  long,  are  always  burning 
during  the  performance  of  Divine  service.  These- 
tapers,  which  serve  as  brilliant  illuminations  ta 
the  altar,  and  cast  ^^  a  dim  religious  light"  to  the 
utmost  verge  of  the  Church,  impress  the  mind  with 
a  degree  of  awe,  and  seem  calculated,  particularly  in 
the  day-time,  to  raise  and  solemnize  the  affections. 
In  fact,  no  individuals^  except  those  who  have 
visited  Catholic  countries,  can  form  any  just  notioiv* 
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6f  the  extraordinary  magnificence  and  »ulemii* 
splendour  of  the  whole  building.  It  k  capable  of 
accommodating  3000  worshippers ;  and  seldom  on 
the  Sabbath  is  a  seat  within  its  walls  vacant* 
There  are  two  or  three  other  French  Churches  in 
Montreal;  but  they  are  much  inferior  to  that  of 
St«  Maria. 

The  English  Episcopal  Church  is  likewise  situ- 
ated in  Notre  Dame  street.      The  front   of    this 
building  is  of  cut  stone  and  in  the  Doric  order; 
and  the    steeple,  which   is  acknowledged  to   be 
superior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  British  North 
America,  has  a  very  light  and  elegant  appearance. 
The  spire,  which  is  octagonal,  seems  well-propor- 
tioned, and  is  covered  with  fin.     On  its  summit 
stands  a. good  representation  of  a  pine-apple,  sur-* 
mounted  by  a  large  vane  elegantly  gilt  and  fanci- 
fully ornamented.     In  the  steeple  there  is  a  very 
fine  clock  with  four  dial  plates,  some  one  or  other 
of  which  may  be  seen,  and  the  hour  of  the  day  dis- 
tinctly told,  from  any  part  of  the  city  or  suburbs. 
The  interior  of  this  building  exhibits   much  taste* 
and  neatness,  and  is  painted  in  a  chaste  and  appro- 
priate manner.     Although  this  church  is  generally 
much   crowded  on  the  Sabbath,  strangers  never 
experience  any  difficulty  in  procuring  seats.  A  ma» 
in  livery  stands  at  the  door,  and,  on  your  entry^ 
shews  you  to  a  pew  of  a  class  suited  to  the  rank< 
to  which,  from  your  appearance,  he  may  consider 
you  entitled.    The  gallery  is  circular,  and  is  sup- 
ported by  Corinthian  pillars ;  and  the  whole  fabric 
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affords  strong  evidence  of  ohasteness  in  desagn^  and 
felioity  of  execution.  It  is  one  of  the  principal 
ornaments  of  the  city^  creditable  alike  to  the  plan 
of  the  judicious  architect^  and  to  the  capabilities 
of  the  accomplished  workmen. 

The  Methodist  Chapel,  erected  in  1820,  is  a  very 
extensive  and  elegant  building.  The  ground  on 
which  it  stands,  cost  the  Society'  no  le»^  a  sum  than 
£1600.  Its  walls  are  all  of  cut  stone,  and  its  roof 
is  covered  with  tin.  The  interior  resembles  that  of 
the  English  Church, — with  this  difference,  that  the 
gallery  of  the  chapel  is  ciroular  instead  of  being 
squarey  and  is  supported  hy  plain  instead  of  Corintlh 
ian  pillars.  It  is  a  great  embellishment  to  the  city, 
and  exhibits  a  finer  outward  appearance  than  any 
other  building,  except  the  Montreal  Bank. 

There  are  two  small  Presbyterian  Meeting- 
houses in  the  town, — one  for  persons  in  connection 
with  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  and  the  other  for  such 
as  belong  to  the  Presbytery  of  the  United  States. 

Both  the  Gaol  and  the  Court-house  are  \^g^ 
and  plain  buildings,  quite  contiguous  to  each  other, 
and  occupying  a  conspicuous  station  in  an  airy  ctnd 
elevated  part  of  the  city.  A  large  space  of  ground 
in  rear  of  them,  called  le  Champ  de  Mars^  is  devoted, 
as  its  name  imports,  to  a  parade  for  the  Military, 
and  is  consequently.a  promenade  much  frequented 
ty  persons  of  all  ranks,  especially  after  the  hours 
of  business  are  past,  and  when  the  mildness  of  the 
evening  sun  invites  the  inhabitants  to  enjoy  a  little 
relaxation  in  the  open  air. 
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The  Montreal  Bank  is  by  far  the  finest  edifice^ 
either  public  or  privatei^  in  the  Cana4as^  since  the 
destruction  of  the.  Mansion  House  Hotels  which 
was  burnt  down  in  1820^  and  which  cost  the  pro- 
prietor, Mr.  Molson,  upwards  pfJ^SOfiW* 

The  College,  more  generally  called  ^'  the  Semi* 
nary,"  is  a  good*sized,  but  plain  and  irregular 
structure,  in  which  about  120  young  men  receive 
the  rudiments  pf  a  liberal  education.  Their  title 
to  admissioQ  is  exceedingly  simple — they  are  only 
required  to  produce  approved  testimonials,  that 
they  profess  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  The 
lay-students  wear  long  blue  frocks^  seamed  with 
white  cioth^  and  striped  worsted  sashes  round  the 
waist.  Those  who  study  Divinity,  are  distin- 
guished from  the  ]pest  by  black  silk  or  bombazeen 
Mshes. 

The  Barracks  is  an  inferior  building,  erected 
for  the  accommodation  of  a  thousand  troops. 

Nelson's  monument,  which  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  New  Market,  and  nearly  opposite  the  Gaol 
and  Courtrhouse,  has  quite  a  respectable  appear- 
ance ;  but,  I  think,  a.  blunder  was  committed  in 
placing  his  Lordship's  back  towards  the  St.  Law- 
rence. The  water  was  the  theatre  of  all  his  actions, 
— the  element  on  which  he  acquired  his  glory, 
fought  all  his  battles,  and  at  length  triumphantly 
ended  his  mortal  career,  while  the  waves  of  the 
ocean  chaunted  forth  his  reqaiem^  Why  then  should 
even  the  unconscious  statue  of  sqch  a  great  man  be 
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deprived  of  the  pleasure,  so  to  speak,  of  cotitein* 
t>Iating  a  portion  of  that  element  which  .  gave 
{mmortah'ty  to  its  prototype,  and  will  transmit  his 
name  with  applause  to  future  generations^  so  long 
as  the  waters  of  the  Nile  continue  to  inundate 
the  plains  of  Egypt?  This  statue,  which  was 
executed  in  London,  at  the  expence  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Montreal,  is  placed  upon  a  pyramidical 
column,  which  stands  on.  a  square  pedestal.  At 
the  base  of  the  column,  on  the  different  angles, 
are  allegorical  figures  of  superior  workmanship, 
representing  the  chief  attributes  of  the  naval  hero. 
Suitable  inscriptions  are  placed  on  the  sides  of  the 
column  ;  and,  in  compartments  on  each  side  of  the 
pedestal,  are  bas-reliefs;  representing  the  four  prin- 
cipal achievehients  of  the  valiant  Nelson.  The 
monument  is  inclosed  within  ah  iron  chain,  which 
forms  nearly  a  complete  circle.  The  chain  is 
attached,  at  regular  distances,  to  several  cannons, 
which  are  sunk  into  the  ground  to  nearly  half  their 
height.  This  arrangement  serves  as  a  barrier,  to 
protect  the  base  qf  the  pillar  from  the  wheels  of 
carriages  and  other  vehicles. 

A  Monastery  was  formerly  attached  to  the 
Becollect  Church;  but  as  there  is  now  only  one 
person  belonging  to  that  Order  alive  in  the  Pro- 
vince, the  Monastery  and  the  ground  upon  which 
it  stood  have  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  it  has 
occ&sionally  been  used  as  a  watch-house  or  tempo* 
rary  guard- room  for  the  troops. 
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Beside  the  buildings  already  enumerated,  there 
are  three  Nunneries  in  Montreal, — that  of  the 
Black,  the  Grey,  and  the  Congregational  Orders, 

The  Hotel  Dieu,  in  St.  Paul  Street,  is  the  resi*^ 
dence  of  the  Black  Nuns,  and  was  founded  no  early 
Bs  1614,  for  the  reception  of  the  poor,  the  sick, 
and  the  maimed :  It  is  still  devoted  to  this  bene- 
volent purpose;  and  the  nuns,  belonging  to  the 
institution,  are  thirty-six  in  number. 

The  Grey  Nunnery  was  founded  in  the  year 
1763,  for  the  reception  of  lunatics,  foundlings, 
^and  other  invalids.  The  establishment .  consists  of 
4wenty  four  sisters. 

The  congregation  of  Notre  Dame,  or  Our  Lady^ 
whose  nunnery  is  in  Notre  Dame  Street,  was 
founded  about  the  year  1650,  for  the  education  of 
young  females  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion* 

How  much  soever  the  secluded  life  of  a  nun  may 
seem  to  be  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel, — • 
which  enjoins  those  who  profess  it  to  ^^  let  their 
%ht  so  shine  before  men,  that  they,  seeing  their 
good  works,  may  glorify  their  Father  which  is  in 
heaven," — ^it  is  impossible  to  look  upon  them  in 
this  country  with  any  other  than  charitable  eyes. 
Tiieir  lives  and  fortunes  are  dedicated  to  the.  most 
useful  and  beneficent  purposes;  and  scandal  her^ 
self  has  never,  I  believe,  been  abjie  to  collect  mate- 
rials, of  crimination^  or  with  envenomed  tongue  to 
atter  her  spite  against  their  characters.     Their 
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liTes  are,  at  far  us  human  forutiny  extandfl,  with- 
lout  blemish.     Their  course  of  mercy  and  beneVo» 
lence  is  like  that  of  a  deep  riyer,  noiseless :  They 
^f  do  not  their  alms  befDre  men ;?  and^:  I  trust,  not- 
withstanding the  errors  of  judgment  under  which 
.they  may  .labour^  <f  their  Father  who  has  seen  them 
4n  secret,,  will  hereafter  reward  tliem  openly;" — Yet 
ft.  mast  be  regarded  as  a  hieippy  circumstance,  that 
the  partial   seclusion   from  the  wodd,  which  is 
effected  by  means  of  these  establbhments,  modi- 
£ed  as  they  are  in  Quebec  and  Montreal,  is  not 
-popular  even  in  Ldwer  Canada.    It  would  cer- 
tainly be  most  preposterous  to  ^ncDurage  the  form- 
^ion  of  additional  insulated  societies  of  females, 
under  solemn  vows  of  perpetual  celibacy,   in  an 
infent  colony  which  requires  an^  increasing  popu- 
'lation  40  render  it  still  .more  flourishing,  and  in 
which,  it  will  afterwards  be  shewn,  the  fair  sex  fall 
much  below  their  due.  proportion  in  point  of  num- 
ber, and  are  therefore  greatly  enhanced  in  value* 
'Besides,  all  .the  benefits  accruing  to  .the  Roman 
'Catholic  community  in  these  provinces,  from  the 
institution  of  nunneries,  would  be  aa  fjolly  realized^ 
were- none  of  the  youthful  and  unthinking  novices 
in  them  ever  to  take  the  veil  or  to  utter  rash 
-vows  before  their  Maker:    Their  personal  ser- 
-vices-  in  another  sphere  of  life  would  in  that  case 
I>eeom0^  available,  whenever   providential   events 
might  call  them  out  of  such  a  good  school  of  disci- 
fiiine.  Without  the  absurd,  vows  into  which  ihe  i 
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fen  are  reqaired  to  enter,  the  experience  which 
they  generally  gain,  by  a  long  residence  in  a  strictly 
religious  society,  would  be  made  a  great  blessing  to 
the  public  t  For,  oti  the  miurriage  of  the  several 
accomplished  individuals,  and  their  removal  to  dis* 
tent  parts  of  the  country,  the  wisdom  acquired 
in  this  way  would  be  more  extensively  diffiised ; 
and,  under  such  restrictions,  the  establishment  of 
Protestant  nunneries,  how  terrifying  soever  the 
sound  maybe,  would  be  a  real  blessing  in  many  king- 
doms in  which  the  Reformed  religion  is  professed* 
^^But  in  the  present  constitution. of  Catholic  nun* 
neries,  all  these  more  diffiikftve  advantages  ai^e  lost^ 
by  the  indelible  disgrace  which  is  studiously  made 
to  attach  to  the  bare  expression  of  a  desire  to  quit 
what  is  usually  called  ^'  a  Religious  House,"  and 
to  abandon  ^Hhe  infallible  guidance"  6f  their 
ghastly  superiors. 

Monreal  now  contains,  as  before  observed,  seve- 
ral private  buildings,  of  a  very  respectable  descrip- 
ticm ;  but,  instead  of  improving  the  &spect  of  the 
eity,  they  serve  only  to  expose  the  older  buildings, 
by  a  comparison  which  their  present  low  condition 
eaimot  endure.  The  stars  of  the  universe  would  be 
the  objects:  of  our  highest  admiration,  if  the 
saperior  radiance  of  the  sun  and  moon  did  not 
incline  us  to  look  upon  those  twinkling  orbs  aa 
the  inferior  Works  of  the  Deity :  In  like  man- 
ner, the  untravelled  inhabitants  of  Montreal  would 
still  consider  their  ancient  buildings  as  models  of 
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arisen^ 

To  shame  the  meanness  of  their  humble  sheds. 

Montreal  is  now  supplied'  with  water  from  a 
reservoir,  erected  for  the  purpose  on  the  Citadel 
Hill.  The  water  is  forced  into  this  reservoir  from 
tlie  river,  by  means  of  a  steam-engine.  The  con- 
ducting pipes  are  of  cast  iron,  and  are  sunk  so  low 
in  the  ground,  that  the  water  contained  in  them 
can  never  freeze.  This  work  was  undertaken  by 
a  Scotch  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Porteons,  who 
has,  by  his  indefatigable  exertions,  realized  a  splen- 
did fortune  in  this  country.  The  cistern  which 
holds  the  water,  is,  I  think.  One  Hundred  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  river.    . 

Ther?  are  two  Banking-houses  in  Montreal ;  the 
ene,  called  after  the  city,  with  a  capital  of  250,000 
pounds,  and  the  other,  designated  the  Canada 
Ba/nky  with  a  capital  of  300,000  pounds.  Each 
is  governed  by  a  President  and  Directors,  who  are 
chosen  annually.  This  city  was,  till  lately,  destitute 
of  these  necessary  media  to  commercial  enter-* 
prize  ;  and  it  was  only  after  they  had  long  experi- 
enced the  inconvenience  of  the  old  mode  of  transr 
acting  their'  business,  that  the  resident  merchants 
entered  with  spirit  into  the  plan  of  Banking  Com- 
panies, the  members  ^f  which  have  been,  thus 
tabled  severally  to  extend  their  own  concerns^ 
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atad  to  atford  important  assistance  to  their  reput* 
able  neighbours  without  injury  to  themselves.  The 
conductors  of  these  Banking  Establishments  are 
generally  cautious  and  prudent  men,  who,  while 
lending  their    influence  and   a    portion   of   theit* 
capital   to    cbmmunicate    an  elasticity  to   public 
spirit  and  a  facility  to  money  transactions,  seem 
anxious  to  avoid  any  imitation  of  their  Republican 
friends  in  those  monstrous   habits  of  unguarded 
speculation  which  have  terminated,  in  many  instan-' 
ces,  in  the  ruin  of  the  parties  interested.     In  infant 
concerns  of  this  description,  an  excess  of  circum- 
spection is  perhaps  the  safer  and  more  laudabler 
extreme ;  and  though  such  a  course  will  not  quickltf 
make  the  fortunes  of  the  members  who  have  em-- 
barked  their  capital;  it  will  gradually  produce  an 
adequate  compensation  to  them,  and  will  ultimatelif 
give  a  character*  of  credit  and  stability  to  their 
restricted  issues,   that  will  not  be  moved  by  the 
rode  shocks  to  which  all  affairs  of  traffic  are  occa« 
sioiudly  liable. 

The  principal  public  library  is  one  established 
by  subscription,  called  the  Montreal  Libra ry^ 
It  belongs  to  a  number  of  persons  who  subscribed 
ibr  shares,  to  form  a  capital  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  and  a  building  for  their  reception  and  pre- 
servation. It  contains  about  Eight  Thousand 
volumes,  among  which  are  many  valuable  publi- 
cations. Independent  of  this,  there  are  two  circu-' 
fating  libraries,  the  property  of  booksellers,  both  of 
which  are  tolerably  well  supplied  with  new  works/ 
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These  libraries,  with  nearly  a  dozen  weekly  news* 
papers,  some  of  them  printed  in  French  and  others 
in  English,  afford  the  lovers  of  literature  an  'oppor- 
tunity of  spending  their  leisure  hours  with  pleasure 
and  profit. 

Two  large  market-houses  with  suitable  out- 
buildings,  erected  in  different  parts  of  the  city, 
are  a  rendezvouH  for  meat,  eggs,  butter,  fish,  and 
other  articles  of  general  consumption,  of  which 
the  inhabitants  can  there  obtain  an  abundant 
supply. 

Montreal,  when  regarded  in  a  commercial  light, 
may  be  said  to  be  the  capital  of  the  Canadas ;  but, 
if  viewed  with  respect  to  its  political  character,  it 
must  be  deemed  much  inferior  to  Quebec.  Its 
defenceless  and  exposed  situation  renders  it,  in 
time  of  war,  a  place  of  little,  if  any,  importance  to 
the  British  interest  in  Canada :  And  that  it  remained 
in  our  possession  during  the  late  war,  was,  in  toy 
opinion,  a  strong  proof  of  the  pusillanimity  of  the 
enemy.  The  citizens  of  Montreal  would  perhaps 
say,  that  it  was  a  stronger  evidence  of  their  own 
bravery,  which  has  been  thus  tacitly  recognized 
even  by  their  republican  neighbours;  but  as  the 
annals  of  their  country  have  not  yet  recorded 
their  heroic  deeds,  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ 
from  them ;  which,  I  think,  may  be  done,  without 
casting  any  stigma  on  their  fame,  either  for  loyalty 
or  heroism. 

Taking  the  inhabitants  of  Montreal  to  be  16,0QP, 
which  is  not,  I  think,  far  from*  correct,  nearly 
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10,000  will  be  found  to  be  of  French  descent,  aU 
of  whona  profess  the  Roman  Catholic  religion; 
3,000  Sootch,  who  are  chiefly  Presbyterians ;  1,600« 
English,  the  majority  of  whom  are  members  of  ^ 
the  Established  Church;  1,000  Irish,  one  half  of 
whom  are  Protestants,  and  the  other  half  Cath- 
olics ;  and  about  1,500  Americans,  whose  religion 
k  pontics^  and  their  God  a  golden  eagle^'f 

There  are  no  less  than  seven  steam -boats,  which 
eonstantly  ply  on  the  St.  Lawrence  between  Que-^ 
bee  and  Montreal,  five  of  which  are  nearly  ab  large 
dm  a  forty-gun  frigate.  They  are  fitted  up  in  a 
very  elegant  manner,  for  the  accommodation  ofi 
pasaengenu  On  each  side  of  their  cabins,  some 
of  which  are  large  enough  to  accommodate  a^ 
Hundred  persons,  there  are  two  rows  of  births^ 
one  above  the  other.  These  births  are  supplied 
with  excellent  bedding  and  running  curtains.- 
Separate  from  the  gentlemen's  cabin,  is  one  in 
each  boat  for  ladies;  in  which,  however^  they, 
only  sleep,  for  they  takp  breakfast,  dinner,  and 
tea,  in  the  common  room  with  the  gentlemen* 
Every  possible  atteintion  is  paid  to  passengers  on 
board  of  these  boats.  Servants  of  every  descrip- 
tion are  always  in  waiting;  and  tables  are  daily, 
laid  out,  exhibiting  all  the  delicacies  of  the  season^ 
and  every  luxury  which  this  fruitful  country 
affords^  In  a  word,  their  accommodations  of  every, 
kind  are  not  at  all  inferior  to  those  which  ara 

t  An  Amofican  opin«  value  10  dolUurtr 
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to  be  met  with  in  the  most  respectable  hotels  in^ 
Europe*  The  charge  to  a  cabin-passenger,  from  • 
Quebec  to  Montreal,  is  three  pounds;  and  from 
Montreal  to  Quebec,  two  pounds  ten  shillings^ 
including  all  necessaries  and  attendance.  These 
vessels  generally  accomplish  a  trip  from  Montreal 
to  Quebec  in  about  twenty-two  hours,  and  return 
in  thirty-six, — a  circumstance  which  accounts  for 
the  difFerence  in  the  charges*  The  steerage-passen- 
gers provide  themselves  with  victuals,  and  pay  only 
ten  shillings  each  for  conveyance* 

But  the  steam  vessels  are  also  now  profitably 
employed  to  an  amazing  extent  in  the  conveyance 
of  heavy  goods  and  merchandize.  The  difficulties, 
occurring  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  between- 
Quebec  and  Montreal,  prevent  vessels  of  more  than 
260  tons  burden,  from  making  the  voyage  either 
with  ea«e,  Quickness,  or  certainty.  The  only  im- 
pulse which  they  can  use,  in  encountering  a  strong 
current  upwards,  is  the  wind ;  and  when  it  is  not 
quite  adverse  to  their  course,  in  many  parts  of  the* 
wide  stream  large  ships  have  room  for  tacking) 
but,  in  many  other  parts,  the  dangerous  shallows 
and  rapids  hinder  them  from  taking  such  an  advan- 
tage of  the  varying  points  of  the  compass.  Their 
progress,  therefore^  up  to  Montreal  is  necessarily 
slow,  and  liable  to  numerous  interruptions.  To' 
avoid  these  inconveniences,  it  is  now  become  a 
prevailing  practice  among  merchantmen,  to  unload 
at  Quebec  that  part  of  their  cargoes  which  is  des- 
tined for  Montreal^  and  to  engage  a  steam-boat, 
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at  a  reasonable  rate,  to  convey  it  to  the  latter 
city. 

The  wharfs  of  Montreal,  if  such  they  may  be 
called^  are  in  a  most  wretched  condition.  Vessels 
cannot  load  or  unload  without  great  difficulty  and 
excessive  labour;  and,  to  render  a  walk  on  the 
qaaysas  uninviting  as  is  consistent, with  commer- 
cial enterprize,  the  scavengers  are  permitted  to 
deposit  the  whole  filth  of  the  city  in  their  imme-* 
diate  vicinity. 


Vot.  I  Q 
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After  remaining  a  few  days  in  Montreal,  I 
returned  to  Quebec,  in  order  to  soUcit  his  Excel- 
lency tte  Governor  for  boats  to  convey  the  settlers 
to  iJpper  Canada.  Lord  Bathurst's  letter  to  my 
father  induced  us  to  believe,  that  Government 
would  provide  us  with  a  passage  to  the  land  Upon 
which  we  were  to  be  located.  But,  on  our  arrival 
at  Montreal^  we  found,  that  no  means  had  been 
provided  for  our  further  conveyance,  and  that  we 
had  to  perform  a  journey  of  more  than  600  miles 
at  our  own  expence.  There  were  at  this  titofem 
La  Chine,  a  village  about  nine  miles  from  Mont- 
real, more  than  fifty  boats  belonging  to  the  Go- 
vernment. The  object  of  my  second  V^isH  to 
Quebec,    was  to   procure    these    boats  from  tn® 
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Governor.  His  Grace  declared,  that,  as  he  had 
no  orders  on  the  subject  from  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office,  he  could  not  grant  the  use  of  them, 
unless  he  were  to  man  them  himself,  and  repair  any 
damages  they  might  sustain  at  his  own  expence. 
As  this  excuse  appeared  plausible  enough,  I  urged 
my  request  no  further,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
debate  the  matter,  though  I  was  fully  convinced 
that  we  ought  to  have  been  provided  with  some 
means  of  conveyance,  at  least  to  the  nearest  point 
of  Upper  Canada. 

I   returned  to  Montreal   seven   days  after  my 

departure  from  it,  and  embarked  at  La  Chine,  with 

my  father  and  his  settlers,  on  the   18th   day  of 

August,  twenty  days  after  our  arrival  in  Quebec. 

On  account  of  the  shallows  immediately  below  this 

village,  goods  and  passengers  intended  for  a  higher 

.destination  up  the   river,  are  conveyed  by  land 

frqm  Montreal.  Previous  to  our  leaving  La  Chine, 

thirjLy-pne  of  the  settlers,  dreading  the  expep.se  of 

.  transporting  their  families  to  the  Upper  Province, 

.sejpajra^ted  from   us  at   the   persuasion  of  Colonel , 

Cpq^boiirne,  and  accepted  of  a  settlement  from- 

.hiipi  ftt  pr  near  Perth,  about  140  miles  North  West 

pfMoatreaL 

Qwmg  to  the'  rapidity  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
immediately  above  Montreal,  ship-navigation  ter- 
minates at  that  city.  Such  is  the  vehemence  of 
the  current,  in  various  places,  that  it  is  totally 
impossible  to  ascend  the  river  in  vessels  of  ordinary 
oonatraction.      Batteaux,  or  flat-bottomed  boats^ 

g2 
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narrow  at  bow  and  stern^  and  made  of  pine  boards^ 
have  therefore  been  invented,  and  are  found  much 
better  adapted  to  the  river  than  any  others.  These 
boats  are  about  forty  feet  long  and  six  across  the 
centre,  and  are  navigated  by  four  men  and  a  pilot 
Each  boat  carries  about  five  tons,  and  is  provided 
with  a  small  mast  and  sails^ — six  setting-poles  about 
nine  feet  long,  shod  at  their  lower  extremities  with 
iron  .which  terminates  in  a  sharp  point, — an  anchor, 
7-and  the  necessary  cooking  apparatus^  In  these 
boats,  all  the  merchandize  destined  for  Upper 
Canada  is  conveyed ;  and,  fitted  out  in  this  style, 
they  depart  from  La  Chine,  four  or  five  of  them 
generally  forming  one  party.  They  quickly  arrive 
in  Lake  St.  Louis^  which  is  formed  by  the  junction 
of  the  Ottawais,  or  Grand  River,  with  the  St. 
Lawrence.  If  the  wind  happens  to  blow  favour- 
ably when  they  are  passing  through  this  Lake, 
they  hawl  up  their  s^ils  until  they  arrive  at  the 
Cascades,  which  are  about  thirty  miles  from  Mont- 
real. 

At  the  Cascades,  a  short  canal  has  been  cut  and 
locks  formed  by  Government,  through  which  the 
yess€^ls  pass,  till  they  attain  the  head  of  these  rapidsj. 
after  which  they  prooeed  without  departing  from 
the  river  before  they  arrive  at  the  Cedars,  where, 
again,  by  means  of  other  locks,  they  ascend  the  most 
difficult  part  of  the  rapids.  The  current  between 
the  Cascades  and  the  Cedars  is  so  very  impetuous, 
that  the  boat-men  are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
their  setting-poles,  which  they  fix  in  the  bed  of  the 
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ri^er;  and,  by  the  pressure  of  each  man  upon  hir 
own  instrtiment,  they  propel  the  boat  upwards 
with  astonishing  celerity.  These  exertions,  though' 
fatiguing  in  the  extreme,  they  are  often  obliged' 
to  continue  for  several  hpurs,"!"  without  intermis- 

t  The  Canadians  who  navigate  these  Batteaux^  have  a  favourite 
air,  called  the  Boat  Song,  which  they  always  sing  whilst  rowings 
up  and  down  the  river.    It  coinmences : 

DaDB  mon  chemin  j*ai  rencontre 
Dens  cftralien  tr^s  Men  mont^  ; 

and  the  refrain  to  every  verse,  is 

A  Tombre  d*un  bois  je  m*eo  vab  jouer^ 
A  Tombre  d*un  bois  je  m*en  vais  jouer. 

Moore,  on  sailing  up  the  St  Lawrence^  endeavoured^  as  he 
saj8,  to  harmonize  this  air,  by  writing  the  following  stanzas ; 

Faim  TI.Y  M  tdlli  the  evening  chime. 

Our  Toicea  keep  tune,  and  our  oars  keep  lime ; 

Soon  aa  the  woods  op  ahoie  look  dim, 

We*Il  afaig  at  St.  Anne's  tmr  parting  hymn. 
Row,  brothers,  row  !  the  stream  mns  fast. 
The  rapids  are  near,  and  the  daj-light's  past ! 

Why  should  we  our  sail  unAirl  ? 

There  is  not  a  breath  the  blue  wave  to  curl  ; 

But  when  the  wind  blows  off  the  shore, 

Oh !  sweetly  well  rest  our  weary  oar. 
BkHf,  bieaiea,  blow!  the  atream  nina  £Mt^ 
The  lipids  are  near,  and  the  day-light's  past ! 

Ottawa's  tide!  <his  trembling  moon 

Shall  see  us  float  over  thy  saigas  soon. 

Saint  of  this  green  isle  I  hear  our  prayers ! 

Oh !  grant  ua  cool  heavens  and  fitvouolDg  airs  t 
Blow,  breeaea,  Uowi  the  stream  runs  fast^. 
The  rapids  arc  near,  and  the  day-light's  past  ( 

g3 
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sioh  ;  and,  not  utifrequently,  even  their  best  endea- 
>oara  in  this  way  prove  abortive.  When  this  is 
the  case,  they  make  a  rope  fast  to  the  bow  of  the 
boat ;  and,  leaving  only  the  pilot  on  board,  they 
plunge  into  tbe  water  and  tow  her  by  main 
strength  up  the  foaming  cataracts.  This  is  the 
manner  in  which  they  perform  the  arduous  pas- 
sfige,  which  ^  though  only  120  miles,  they  seldom 
accomplish  in  less  than  ten  days.  How  the  mext 
who  are  employed  in  this  difficult  navigation 
exist,  without  ruining  their  constitutions,  is  a  mys- 
tery which  I  am  utterly  unable  to  explain.  They 
are  compelled,  almost  every  hour,  when  actually 
melting  with  heat  and  fainting  through  fatigue, 
to  jump  into  the  water,  frequently  up  to  their 
arm-pits,  and  to  remain  in  it  towing  the  boats, 
until  they  are  completely  chilled.  They  then  have 
recourse  to  the  aid  of  ardent  spirits,  of  which  on 
all  occasions  they  freely  partake,  and,  in  a  few 
minutes,  are  once  more  bathed  in   perspiration. 

The  ftuthorof these beftutifbl  Hnedobserves:  " Withouttbat  chaVtn 
which  M0ociation  gites  to  every  little  memorial  of  scenea  or  feelings 
that  are  pastj  themfikMly  may  perhaps  be  thought  common  and  tri« 
fling ;  but  I  remember^  m hen  we  have  entered  at  sunset  upon  one 
of  those  beautiful  lakes  into  which  the  St  Lawrence  so  gradually 
and  unexpectedly  ppens^  I  have  heard  thisshnple  air  with  a  plea* 
sute  which  the  finest  compositions  of  the  first  masters  have  never 
given  me ;  and  now,  there  is  ndt  a  note  of  it  which  does  not 
recal  to  my  memory  the  dip  of  our  oars  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  the 
flight  of  our  boat  down  the  Rapids,  and  all  those  new  and  f^nci* 
ful  impressions  to  which  my  heart  was  alive,  during  the  whole  of 
this  very  interesting  vovage." 
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The  .prinoip^I  rapids  between  Montreal  and  Pres- 
cott, -are  tji^  Cedars  and  the  Cascades  already 
mentioned^  the  Coteau  du  Lac^  and  the  Long 
Saui.t^  the  latter  of  which  are  about  nine  miles  in 
extent;  and,  though  they  are . seldoni  ascended  in 
les^  than  a  day,  boats  have  been  known  to  descend! 
through  their  whole  length  in  fifteen  minutes. 

While  about  140  of  the  settlers  took  their  pas- 
sage from  La  Chine  in  what  the  Canadians  call 
"  Durham-boats,'*  my  father  and  his  family,  with 
the  remainder  of  the  settlers,  embarked  in  a  ves- 
sel of  the  same  description.  The  c^commoda- 
tions  ivhich  this  boat  afforded  were  so  poor^ 
that  our  situation,  during  the  thirteen  d'ayii  of 
our  voyage  from  La  Chine  to  Prescott,  was  in 
reality  "  below  the  f each,  of  envy.- ^  To  make 
room  for 'my  mother  and  the  children^  in  the 
wretched  little  hole  of  a  cabin,  my  brother  and  I 
were  frequently  obliged  to  sleep  on  the  shore  in 
the  open  air,— the  refreshing  zephyrs  being  our 
only  curtains,  and  the  ^^  spangled  heavens,  a  shin- 
ing frame,"  our  resplendent  canopy.  Taverns 
are  undoubtedly  found  in  many  parts  along  the 
•  banks  of  the  river ;  but  as  the  boats  do  not  always 
stop  in  the  neighbourhood  of  those  refectories,  we 
seldom  had  any  other  method  of  reposing  our 
weary  bodies,  than  the  one  to  which  I  have  now 
alluded. 

One  night  in  particular,  when  we  felt  the  air 
rather  too  cool  for  sleeping  on  the  ground,  my 
brother  and  I,  with  three  of  the  settlers,  solicited 
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permission  of  a  Canadian  farmer^  to  lie  on  the 
flooi:  of  his  kitchen.  .  This  request,  though  humble 
and  moderate,  was  peremptorily  refused.  We 
asked  for  neither  bed  nor  blanket,  meat  nor  drink^ 
but  barely  for  leave  to  stretch  our  fatigued  limbs  on 
the  uncovered  boards,  yet  even  this  was  denied. 
We  were  in  the  act  of  quietly  returning  to  the  boat, 
when,  on  approaching  the  door  of  his  stable,  we 
found  it  open,  entered,  and  had  but  just  discovered 
some  clean  straw  upon  which  we  designed  to 
recline  our  heads  for  the  night,  when, — ^^  Tell  it  not 
in  Goth !  Publish  it  not  in  Askelon  P^ — the  owner 
stalked  in,  and,  on  recognizing  us,  commanded 
our  instant  departure.  Marchez  done  tout  de  suite  f 
was  re-iterated  half  a  dozen  times  in  less  than  a 
minute,  and  Sacrez  vous,  hommes  Anglois  I  rounded 
every  period.  We  were  therefore  compelled  to 
decamp,  and  to  take  our  usual  nightly  station  upon 
the  shore. 

This  little  incident  banished  sleep  from  my  eyes  ; 
and  I  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  night  in  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  most  gloomy  reflections.  That 
fondly-beloved  isle,  where  the  genius  of  hospitality 
continually  holds  her  court  and  freely  spreads  her  ' 
social  influence,  again  recurred  to  my  memory:  I 
thought  of  her  humblest  sons,  ^^  generous  and 
humane,  sons  of  benevolence  and  toil,  whose  hard 
labour  just  give^  what  life  requires,  but  gives  no 
more;  yet,  who,  with  the  ever-ready  smile  of 
heart-felt  sympathy,  are  willing  to  share  that  hard- 
earned  little  with  the  w^ary  traveller  whom  chance 
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directs  to  their  threshold,  or  necessity  throwi^ 
apon  their  bounty.'* — ^*^Oh  Erin!"  I  involuntarily 
exclaimed,  ^^  would  the  most  depraved  and  aban-^ 
'^doned  profligate  that  finds  an  asylum  on  thy 
'^  saint-trodden  shore,  drive  from  his  door  a  man  ivho 
^  was  consecrated  by  the  sacred  title  of  sTRA^raER? 
'^  Would  he  refuse  him  a  night's  lodging  on  the 
'^  litter  of  his  horses  ?  Ah,  no !  though  too  frequently 
^^  himself  lowered  by  his  vices  and  his  folly  to  the 
'^  level  of  a  beast, — though  apparently  destitute  of 
<<  every  principle  that  ennobles  humanity,  or  feeds 
"  the  inviolable  flame  of  friendship, — ^yet  would  he 
*^  pause  amid  his  wild  career  at  the  hallowed  naime 
*^  of  STRANGER  1  and  the  first  impulse  of  his  heart 
^^  would  bring  to  light  the  latent  spark  of  human 
^^  kindness :  He  would  welcome  him  to  his  cottage, 
'^and  share  with  him  his  bed,  his  food,  his  rai^ 
^'  ment, — nay,  his  last  shilling,  if  necessity  required 
^^  it, — ere  he  would  spurn  him  from  his  door  with 
"  the  sneer  of  imaginary  superiority/' 

We  were  from  the  18th  of  August  to  the  1st  o{ 
September,  in  accomplishing  this  voyage  of  only 
120  miles.  I  think  I  may  say,  Without  any  dan* 
ger  of  hyperbole,  that,  during  this  short  period^ 
each  of  us  encountered  greater  difficulties,  endured 
more  privations,  and  submitted  to  stronger  proofs 
of  our  fortitude,  than  had  been  our  lot  in  all  the 
preceding  years  of  our  lives.  We  were  obliged  by 
day,  in  consequence  of  the  great  weight  of  our 
luggage,  to  assist  the  sailors  in  towing  the  boat  up 
the  rapids,  often  up  to  our  arm-pits  in  water ;  and. 
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by  nighty  to  rest  our  enervated  and  shiirering  iimba 
on  the  inhospitable  shores  of  this  river  of  cataracts. 
On  the  ninth  day  of  our  amphibious  journey,  my 
brother  and  I,  with  several  of  the  settlers,  for  the. 
sake  of  a  little  variety,  left  the  boat  and  walked  a 
few  miles  along  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 
As  we  were  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  coun- 
try, we  resolved  to  keep  as  close  as  possible  to 
the  shore,  which  in  this  part  is  completely  covered 
with  thick  woods.  When  we  had  walked  about  a 
mile,  our  progress  was  interrupted  by  a  large 
tract  of  swampy  land,  which  we  found  to  be  totally 
impassable.  Before  we  had  reached  the  head  of 
the  swamp,  and  once  more  gained  the  shore,  the 
boat  was  out  of  sight.  However,  we  pursued  our 
route  along  the  bank  until  night  approached,  when 
we  perceived  a  light,  about  two  miles  down  the 
river,  which  we  concluded  to  be  that  of  the  boat. 
This  conjectut-e  proved  to  be  correct.  It  appear- 
ed, that,  in  our  hurry  to  overtake  her,  we  had 
over-reached  the  mark,  and  got  too  far  a-head. 
As  the  night  was  dark,  we  whistled,  halloed,  and 
fired  off  our  guns,  hoping  to  induce  them  to 
pull  up,  and  take  us  aboard.  But  all  our  efforts 
proved  ineffectual :  We  could  neither  make  them 
hear  us  nor  understand  our  signals.  At  length, 
one  of  our  party  observed  a  house  about  half  a 
mile  above  us, — a  discovery  which  afforded  no 
small  de^ee  of  pleasure.  We  had  walked  nearly 
ten  miles  through  a  dismal  forest,  over  swamps 
and    marshes,   and    were    hungry    and    fatigued. 
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A  few  moments  before^  we  had  no  prospect  of 
discovering  even  a  dry  spot  of  land,  on  which  we 
might  lay  ourselves  down  to  rest.  Nothing 
appeared 

But  matted  woods^  where  birda  forget  to  sing, 
And  iilent  bats  in  drowsy  clusters  cling. 

Judge  then^  what  must  have  been  qur  feelings  on 
beholding  a  human  habitation !  For  a  human  one 
it  was,  though  its  title  to  humanity  was  founded 
solely  on  the  fact  of  its  being  the  abode  of  man, 
without  the  least  reference  to  the  gentleness  of  his 
nature.  When  we  entered  within  the  door,  and 
informed  the  owner,  who  was  an  Anlerican,  of 
the  circumstances  which  obliged  us  to  become 
intruders  and  to  claim  his  hospitality,  he  mut- 
tered out  a  few  words  with  unfeeling  frigidity, 
the  purport  of  which  was,  thcU  we  might  lie  upon 
ihe  flooTy  if  we  pleased.  It  was  then  about 
nine  o^clock ;  and  from  that  hour,  until  eleven, 
when  they  retired  to  bed,  I  do  not  recollect  that 
we  had  the  pleasure  of  any  further  conversation 
either  with  our  host  or  his  lady.  When  they 
withdrew  from  the  apartment,  we  were  left  sole 
monarchs  of  the  kitchen ;  but  our  throne  was,  in 
one  respect,  like  tliat  which  the  Sycophantic 
courtiers  of  King  Cantite  urged  him  to  usurp, — it 
was  covered  with  coarse  sand,  and  presented  no 
very  agreeable  aspect,  as  a  resting-place,  to  us,* 
who  presumed  to  think  that  we  had  done  sufficient 
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penance  for  our  transgressions  m  this  country,  by 
the  sufferings  which  we  necessarily  endured  in  the 
day,  during  the  course  of  our  unfortunate  peram-' 
bulations.  It  was  some  time  before  we  could 
reconcile  ourselves  to  the  idea  of  lying  down  on 
the  rough  kitchen-floor  ;  but  at  length  the  god  of 
dreams  prevailed  over  all  our  apprehensive  sensi- 
bilities, and  compelled  us  to  assume  a  recumbent 
posture.  I  converted  my  hat  into  a  pillow,  and 
my  cravat  into  a  cap  or  turban ;  and,  after  pro- 
mising my  companions  in  tribulation  a  glass  of  rum 
in  the  morning,  by  way  of  toasting  American 
hospitality,  I  fell  asleep,  but  awoke,  some  time 
before  day-^break,  with  sore  sides  and  an  aching 
head. 

From  the  perusal  of  such  incidents  as  these,  you 
will  probably  form  a  very  low  and  indifferent 
opinion  of  Canadian  hospitality ;  justice,  however, 
constrains  me  to  remark,  that  the  people  who  live 
on  the  shores  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  have  so  fre- 
quently been  imposed  upon,  plundered,  and  other- 
wise mal-treated  by  various  evil-disposed  emigrants 
in  their  progress  to  the  Upper  Pro\^ince,  that,  if 
we  had  experienced  even  worse  treatment  than 
this  which  I  have  related,  it  ought  not,  under 
such  profvoking  circumstances,  to  excite  much 
astonishment. 

The  country,  on  each  side  of  the  river  hetween 
Prescott  and  Montreal,  is  similar  in  appearance 
to  that  between  the  latter  city  and  Quebec,  with 
this  difference, — that  the  houses  above  Montreal 
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are  maeh  inferior  to  those  below^      For   about 
sixty  miles  beyond  Montreal^  almost  all  the  inha^ 
bitants  are  of  French  extraction^  and  still  speak  the 
language  of  their  ancestors.     They  scarcely  under^ 
stand  a  word  of  English^  and  seem  to  be  of  very 
humble  origin.     Their  habitations  are  constructed 
in  the  style  of  cottages ;  and,   though  they  cer- 
tainly are  not  reproachable  with  any  great  degree 
of  taste  in  design,  or  of  elegance  in  their  execution, 
they  have  a  just  claim  to  honourable  mention  for 
the  compensating  attributes  of  cleanliness,  and  of 
neabiess^  if  not  of  refinement,  in  the  simple  decor- 
ations of  their  interiors.     The  traveller  who  may 
have  occasion  to  cross  their  thresholds,  will  seldom 
witness  the  semblance  of  poverty  or  the  shadow  of 
discontent.      Since  my  arrival  in  the  country,   I 
have  not  beheld  a  single  trace  of  anxiety  or  care 
in  the  countenances  of  the  people.     In  the  city, 
the  town,  the  village,  and  the  open  country,  every 
eye  sparkles,  with  contentment,  and  every  tongue 
speaks   the   language  of   independence*      If   the 
maxim  of  our  ethic  poet  be  correct,  that 

Reason's  ^hole  pleasure,  all  the  joys  of  sense, 

lie  in  three  words,  health,  peace,  and  competence, 

I  do  not  wonder  at  beholding  such  an  invariable 
picture  of  enjoyment  in  the  looks  of  the  Canadians ; 
for  they  certainly  possess,  to  a  perfection  which 
cranot  be  surpassed,  every  one  of  those  integral 
ingredi^ita  in  the  happiness  of  man,  which  the 
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poet  has  thas  tersely  described.  Al&s !  how  diiFeretit 
the  scene  on  your  side  of  the  Atlantic!  How 
melancholy  the  contrast  to  an  Irishman!  How 
delightfully,  yet  mournfully  exhilarating  to  a  Ca- 
nadian, if,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  unhappy  con- 
dition of  our  unfortunate  countrymen,  he  should 
make  the  comparison,  and  find  in  it  an  inducement 
to  "  bless  his  happier  lot !'' 

The  line  which  divides  the  Upper  from  the 
Lower  Province  of  Canada,  intersects  the  St. 
Lawrence  at  about  66  miles  West  of  Montreal. 
From  this  line  as  far  as  Prescott,  you  have  Upper 
Canada  on  the  North,  and  the  State  of  New  York 
on  the  South  shore. 

The  only  villages  between  Montreal  and  Pres- 
cott, are  La  Chine,  and  Point  Clear  ;  the  latter  of 
which  is  18  miles  from  Montreal.  It  has  a  Church 
and  Parsonage-house ;  contains  about  100  inhabi- 
tants, all  of  whom  are  Roman  Catholics ;  and  is  the 
only  dirty  village  ia  the  Lower  Province. 

The  village  of  the  Cedars  consists  of  a  few 
houses,  inhabited  chiefly  by  mecfaantoa, 

CoTEAU  DD  Lac  is  equally  small,  but  of  iiRore 
importance  as  a  military  post,  a  fort  having  been 
erected  in  its  immediate  vicinity  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  trade  upon  the  river^  and  {m.  the 
purpose  of  intercepting  the  passage  of  an  enemy, 
whether  ascending  or  descending. 

Cornwall,  which  is  dignified  with  the  appella- 
tion of  a  town,  is  more  extensive  than  either  of  the 
two  just  mentioned.     It  is  86  miles  from  Montreal; 
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and  hvA  a  Gaol,  a  Court-house,  a  Roman  Catholic 
Chapel,  and  a  Presbyterian  Meeting-house.  It 
contains  about  50  houses,  and  nearly  200  inhabit- 
ants, and  is  the  town  of  Assize  for  the  Eastern 
District. 

In  Prescott^  which  contains  about  150  inhabit- 
ants, there  is  a  military  fort,  called  "  Fort  Wel- 
lington." At  this  place  ship-navigation  re-com- 
mences, and  continues  as  far  as  the  Falls  of  Niagara. 

We  remained  two  days  at  Prescott ;  and,  on  the 
third  of  September,  we  embarked  for  Yot'k  on 
board  a  small  schooner,  called  *nhe  Caledonia.'^ 
We  performed  this  voyage,  which  is  a  distance  of 
250  miles,  in  six  days. 

The  St.  Lawrence  between  Prescott  and  Kings- 
ton presents  an  aspect  the  most  wild  and  fanciful. 
7%e  Lake  of  the  thousand  Isles,  which  is  situate 
between  them,  exhibits  a  delightful  combination 
of  the  varied  scenery  of  nature.  It  has  all  the  fea- 
tures of  the  placid,  the  picturesque,  and  the  sub- 
lime, with  a  striking  intermixture  of  the  sayagt 
and  the  uncouth.  _While  slowly  gliding  up  the 
triHislacent  stream,  the  stranger  observes  the  Nor- 
thera  shores  thickly  settled :  The  lowly  cottage 
and  the  stately  mansion  alternately  attract  his 
ndtiee.  The  bustle  and  activity  of  life  are  every 
where  visible  u|K>n  the  la.nd  ;  while,  upon  the  lake, 
all  is  solemn  stillness  and  oheerless  solitude.  Hun- 
dred of  little  islands,  assuming  every  variety  of  ^ 
forfai,  and  covered  with  stunted  trees  of  almost 
every  species,  are  spread  over  the  watery  expanse. 
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and  afford  a  finished  specimen  of  that  peculiar  sort 
of  scenery,  which  is  produced  when  the  several 
principles  and  causes  of  vegetation  are  not  consen- 
taneous,— ^when  the  seed  is  planted  by  the  hand  of 
nature  in  a  sterile  soil,  and  fertilizing  rains^  warm- 
ing suns^  and  fostering  breezes  severally  contribute 
their  appointed   quota  of  natural  assistance,  but 
seem  to  lose  much  of  their  accustomed  efficacy  by , 
having  no  suitable  objects  on  which   to  operate. 
The  rocky  and  barren  soil  of  these  Islands  invites 
not  the  hand  of  industry,  to  redeem  them  from 
their  unproductiveness ;  nor  do  thc^ir  unfrequented 
retreats  discover  to  the  beholder  even  a  solitary 
wig-wam.  .  They  are  the  abode  of  silence^  and  the 
resting-place  of  solitude.     The  contemplative  ob- 
server cannot  view  them  without  some  feelings  of 
regret:    While  his  eye  roves  with  delight    over 
spots  of  earth  disposed  into  all  imaginary  shapes^ 
in  which  matchless  beauty  and  proofs  of  skilful  de- 
sign are  apparent  in  every  direction ;  his  judgment 
detects  the  fallacy  of  his  sight,  and  he  laments  to 
find  these  picturesque  creations  yielding  nothing  for 
supplying  the  wants  of  man,  but  such  products 
only  as  serve  to  gratify  his  curious  vision^  Scarcely 
can  he  restrain  the  wish,  presumptuous  though  it 
be^   that   Providence,  in  its  wisdom,  had  distin- 
.guished  this  portion  of  the  universe  by  something 
of  greater  utility  and  of  more  substantial  excel-, 
lence. 

Immediately  opposite  the  town  of  Prescott,  on 
the  shore   of  the  United   States   is  the   town  of 
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Ogdensburgb ;  and  12  miles  higher  up,  on  the  Cana- 
da shore^  stands  the  deiightfal  village  of  Brock- 
YiLLE,  so  called  in  honour  of  the  late  lamented  Sir 
Isaac  Brock.  This  enchanting  little  spot  unites  in 
its  situation  every  beauty  of  nature.  In  front  of 
it  flows  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  interspersed  with 
numerous  islands,  variously  formed  and  thickly 
wooded:  Behind  it,  is  an  assemblage  of  small 
hills,  rising  one  above  another  in  '^  gay  theatric 
pride  T'  And,  on  each  side,  are  a  number  of  well- 
cleared  farms  in  an  advanced  state  of  cultivation. 
Every  thing  combines  to  render  it  pre-eminently 
beautiful.  The  dwellings  are  built  of  wood,  and 
tastefully  painted;  and  the  Court-house,  on  ai| 
elevated  situation  at  the  back  of  the  village^  seems, 
from  its  superior  size,  to  be  the  guardian  of  the 
villagers, — an  idea  of  my  fancy,  which  I  did  not 
seek  to  confirm  by  entering  within  its  doors. 
Brockville  contains  460  souls :  It  has  a  Parsonage- 
house,  but  no  Church  has  hitherto  been  erected. 

Sixty-seven  miles  from  Prescott,  and  seventy- 
nine  from  Brockville,  is  the  town  of  Kingston,  in 
lat.  44  deg.  8  min.  North,  and  76  deg.  40  min. 
West  longitude.  This  town  was  built  in  1784,  and 
is  now  a  place  of  great  importance  to  the  British 
Interests  in  Canada.  It  is  the  naval  dep6t  of  the 
Upper  Province,  and  is  strongly  protected  by  a 
fort  called  <^  Fort  Frederick."  In  Kingston  har- 
bour, which  is  deep  and  well-sheltered,  there  are 
several  large  ships,  particularly  the  St.  Lawrence 
of  102  guns,  which  is  said  to  have  cost  the  immense 
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sum  of  300^000  poundB*  Some  of  these  vesBehr 
xv^re  constracted  in  England^  and  sent  to  Qnebeo 
in  frame;  whence  thej  were  transported  to 
Kingston  at  an  enormous  expenee,  oii  board  of  the 
various  boats  already  described.  The  carriage  of 
the  Psyche  frigate  alone,  from  Quebec  to  Kings- 
ton, is  said  to  have  cost  £1 8,000.  What  could 
indude^govemment  to  build  ships  in  England^  where 
timber  is  so  dear,  for  the  service  of  Canada  ?  The 
policy  of  this  arrangement,  like  the  unprofitable 
speculation  of  ^^  sending  coals  to  Newcasrtle,"  is  a 
mystery  which  could  not  be  solved  by  the  best- 
informed  men  in  the  Canadas.  A  sufficient  number 
of  mechanics,  to  construct  every  ship  necessary  for 
the  lake-service  might  have  been  sent  out,  for  one- 
fourth  of  the  expence  incurred  by  the  bare  trans- 
portation of  a  single  frigate  from  Quebec  to 
Kingston. 

Kingston,  although  the  largest  town  in  the  Upper 
Province,  contains  only  8,336  inhabitants,  most  of 
whom  are  the  descendants  of  those  loyalists  who 
sought  an  asylum  in  Canada  after  the  revolutionary 
war.  The  rest  are  English,  Irish  and  Scotch,  with 
a  few  Germans  and  Frenchmen.  The  streets  are 
laid  out  with  considerable  regularity;  but  the 
houses,  like  almost  all  others  in  the  Canadas,  are 
very  irregularly  built.  In  consequence  of  the  neg- 
lected condition  of  the  roads  in  this  as  well  as  in 
every  other  part  of  the  Province,  it  is  scarcely 
possible  in  wet  weather  to  walk  out  without  stick- 
ing fast  in  the  mire.      The  public  buildings  of 
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Kingston  are  of  sadi  an  inferior  desoription  as 
soaroely  to  be  worthy  of  notice :  They  are^  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Churchy  the  Presbyterian 
Meeting-house^  the  Methodist  Chapel,  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church/  the  Barracks,  the  Gaol,  and  the 
Court-house, 

Lake  Ontario,  to  which  KingsUm  serves  as  a 
kind  pf  entrance,  is  situated  between  43  and  44 
deg.  North  Ut.  and  between  70  and  83  deg.  West 
longitude.  Its  length  is  171  miles,  its  breadth  69 
and  a  half,  and  its  circumference  467.  The  depth 
of  the  water  varies  e:i(ceedingly,  but  is  seldom  less 
tiian  three  or  more  than  50  fathoms ;  althou^  in 
the  centre  of  the  lake,  soundings  have  been  made 
with  a  line  of  360  fathoms,  without  finding  a  bot<- 
tom.  It  is  often  visited  with  violent  storms,  which 
render  its  navigation  peculiarly  dangerous;  aiid 
though  none  except  experienced  seamen  ought  to 
be  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  craft 
which  sail  upon  its  wide  but  deceitful  bosom,  yet 
many  fellows  have  obtained  the  command  of  ves- 
sels who  are  utterly  ignorant  of  every  thing  c(m« 
nected  with  navigation.  The  waters  of  this  lake, 
dA  well  as  those  of  Lakes  Erie,  Huron,  and  Supe- 
rior^rise  to  a  conaderable  height  in  every  36  years. 
In  1816  Ontario  was  seven  feet  higher,  than  it  is 
kftown  to  have  been,  for  upwards  of  30  years  be- 
fore that  time.  Does  not  this  form  a  very  inter«» 
etting  subject  for  the  speculations  of  the  natural 
philosopher?  While  the  waters  of  these  lakes  never 
rife  or  fall  more  than  8  or  10  inches  above  or  below 
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their  usual  height,  excepting  at  these  stated 
periods,  what  cause  can  be  assigned  for  tUe  pro- 
ductioKi  of  such  a  body  of  water  as  is  sufficient  to 
effect  this  extraordinary  change  ? 

Between  Kingston  and  York,  there  are  two  or 
three  very  small  villages,  the  largest  of  which  is 
Belleville,  containing  about  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty  inhabitants. 

York  is  the  seat  of  government  for  Upper 
Canada,  and  is  situated  on  the  North  side  of  Lake 
Ontario,  in  43  degrees  33  minutes  North  latitude, 
and  79  degrees  20  minutes  West  longitude.  Its 
harbour,  which  is  a  very  extensive  one,  is  formed 
by  a  long  narrow  peninsula,  commonly  called 
Gibraltar  Point.  '  Though  York  is  the  capital  of 
an  extensive  colony,  it  would  in  Europe  be  con-^ 
sidered  but  a  village.  Its  defenceless  situation, 
which  cannot  be  niuch  improved,  renders  it  of 
little  importance  in  time  of  war.  It  was  captured 
by  the  Americans,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1813. 
They  had  not,  however,  held  possession  of  it  many 
days^  when  they  evacuated  it,  having  first  de* 
stroyed  all  the  public  buildings. 

The  Garrison  is  about  a  mile  West  of  the  town ; 
and  consists  of  a  barrack  for  the  troops,  a  residence 
for  the  commanding  officer,  a  battery  and  two 
block-houses,  which  are  intended  for  the  protection 
of  the  harbour.  In  the  year  1793,  there  was  only 
one  wig- warn  on  the  present  site  of  this  town.  It 
now  contains  One  Thousand  Three .  Hundred  and 
Thirty-six  inhabitants,  and  about  Two  Hundred 
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and  Fifty  houteies,  many  of  which  exhibit  a  very 
neat  appearance.  The  public  buildings  are^  a 
Protestant' Epiaeopal  Church,  a  Roman  Catholic 
Chapel,  a  Presbyterian  and  a  Methodist  Meeting*- 
house,  the  Hospital,  the  Parliament-house,  and 
the  residence  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor.  • . 

The  Episcopal  Church  is  a  plain  timber  building, 
of  tolerable  size,  with  a  small  steeple  of  the  same 
material.  It  has  an  extensive  burial-ground,  which 
is  tastefully  fenced  and  planted. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Chapel,  which  is  not  yet 
completed^  is  a  brick  edifice,  and  intended  to  be 
very  magnificent. 

The  Parliament-House,  erected  in  1820,  is  a 
large  and  convenient  brick  building,  finished  off 
in  the  plainest  possible  manner. 

The  York  Hospital  is  the  most  extensive  public 
building  in  the  Province ;  and  its  external  appear- 
ance is  very  respectable. 

The  house  in  which  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
resides,  is  built  .of  wood ;  and,  though  by  no  means 
contemptible,  is  much  inferior  to  some  private 
bouses  in  the  town,  particularly  to  that  of  the  Ho- 
nourable and  Reverend  Dr.  Strachan.  Many  of  the 
Law  and  Government  officers  have  very  elegant 
seats  in  and  about  the  town ;  and,  with  few  excep- 
tions, they  are  built  of  wood  and  assume  a  most 
inviting  aspect. 

The  streets  of  York  are  regularly  laid  out, 
intersecting  each  other  at  right  angles.  Only  one 
of  them,  however,  is  yet  completely  built ;  and, 
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in  "wet  weather^  the  unfinished  streets  are,  if  pos- 
sible, muddier  and  dirtier  than  those  of  Kingston. 
The  situation  of  the  town  is  very  unhealthy  ;*f  for 
it  stands  on  a  piece  of  low  marshy  land,  which  is 
better  calculated  for  a  frog-pond,  or  beaver-meadow^ 
than  for  the  residence  of  human  beings.  The 
iphabitants  are,  on  this  account,  much  subject, 
particularly  in  Spring  and  Autumn,  to  agues  and 
intermittent  fevers;  and  probably  .five-sevenths 
of  the  people  are  annually  afflicted  with  these  com- 
plaints. He  who  first  fixed  upon  this  spot  as  the 
site  of  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada,  whatever  pre- 
dilection he  may  have  had  for  the  toaring  of  frogs^ 
or  for  the  effluviit  arising  from  stagnated  waters  and 
putrid  vegetables,  can  certainly  have  had  no  very 
great  regard  for  preserving  the  lives  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects.  The  to^i^  of  York  possesses  one  great 
advantage,  which  is  that  of  a  good  but  defenceless 
harbour. 

t  This  is  accordixig  to  the  oommon  opiiiioD)  which  receives 
tome  countenance  from  the  effects  upon  the  inhabitants.  But  it 
"WiH  be  seen,  in  the  subsequent  pages,  that  no  general  rule,  even 
on  this  subject,  is  without  exception,  and  that  maiAy  situaiioBS 
an  not  umvenalfy  unhealthy. 
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CHOICE  OF  A  SETTLEMENT— ADVICE  OF  C0IX>1^EL  THOMAS  TALBOT 
—-THE  colonel's  ECCENTRIC  HABITS *-«  PREFERENCE  OF  THE 
TOWNSHIP  OF  LONDON  —  PROGRESS  TOWARDS  THIS  POINT  OF 
SETTLEMENT -^  THE  COUNTRY  ON  THE  RIVER  CUBE— -VILLAGES 
BELOirOIlVO  TO  THE  INDIANS  OF  THE  SlE  NATIONS— INTERVIEW 
WITH  ONE  OF  THE  NATIVE  CATECHISTS  —  ARRIVAL  a't  PORT 
TALBOT^DISASTER  WHICH  BEFEL  MY  FATHER'S  PARTY  ON  LAKE 
1RIK.»  JOYFUL  MEETING—DEPARTURE  FROM  PORT  TALBOT  TO 
WESTMINSTER — SITUATION  OF  THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  LONDON-— ittf 
DISTANCE  FROM  LAKE  ERIE  AND  OTHER  P0tNT8-*-ITS  BOUNDA* 
RIESr— FORM  AND  EXTENT  — FIRST  DAY  AND  NIGHT  dN  OUR 
AMERICAN  ESTATE— WOLF-HUNT  IN  THE  MORNING— OPERATIONS 
AND  STAY  IN  THE  WOODS  PREVIOUS  TO  THE  ARRIVAL  OF  THE 
FAMILY. 

When  we  arrived  at  York,  my  father  waited  on 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  handed  him  the 
order  for  land  which  we.  had  received  from  Earl 
Bathurst.  Hid  Excellency  told  him,  that  he  might 
select  his  land  from  any  township  in  the  Province 
at  that  time  opeA  for  location ;  but  assured  him, 
that  usi  he  had  himself  been  only  a  short  time  in 
the  country,  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  recommend 
any  particular  division  to  his  notice.  He  then 
referred  my  father  to  the  Surveyor-general ;  and 
also  gave  him  a  letter  of  introduction  to  that  oiii« 
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CM,  directing  him  to  afford  us  such  infornmtion  us 
might  be  required*  We  called  upon  the  Surveyor- 
general  accordingly,  but  obtained  little  satisfactory 
intelligence. 

A  short  time  afterwards,  my  father  met  with 
Colonel  Thomas  Talbot,  brother  of  Richard  W. 
Talbot,  Esq.,  of  Malahide  Castle,  County  of 
Dublin.  The  Colonel  came  to  this  country  about 
thirty  years  ago^  an  oflScer,  if  I  mistake  not,  in 
the  Fifth  regiment  of  foot.  During  the  period  of 
his  being  stationed  here,  he  became  so  much 
attached  to  the  woods  and  wilds  of  Canada,  that^ 
on  his  return  home,  he  felt  half  dissatisfied  with 
his  native  country,  and  seemed  with  the  poet  to 
estclaim, 

O  for  a  lodge  in  some  vast  wilderness. 
Some  boundless  contiguity  of  shade ! 

He  therefore  sold  his  commission,  and  obtained 
a  grant  of  100,000  acres  of  land,  under  the  con- 
dition^ that  he  should  place,  a  settler  upon  every 
Two  Hundred  acres.  He  selected  this  extensive 
tract  on  the  Northern  borders  of  Lake  Erie,  about 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty  miles  South  West  of  York. 
In  the  year  1802^  when  there  was  not  a  single 
Christian  habitation  within  forty  miles  of  his  own 
estate,  the  Colonel  commenced  a  settlement  under 
the  most  discouraging  and  inauspicious  circum«- 
stances  imaginable.  He  called  his  domain  Pokt 
Talbot,  and,  in  eight  or  ten  years,  saw  a  thriving 
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settlemeiit  gradually  rise  up  around  him.  But  be 
has  not  yet  been  able  to  fulfil  his  engagement  with, 
the  government;  nor  is  it  likely  that  he  will^  if  he 
continue  to  estimate  his  land  at  its  present  pi^ice^ 
—three  dollars  per  acre  for  150  acres^  and  50  acres 
gmtis.  •. 

The  Colonel  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  eccentric 
charafcters  on  the  whole  continent.     He  not  ohly 
lives  a  life  of  cheerless  celibacy,  but  enjoys  no 
haman  society  whatever.     So  great  was  his  laver- 
non  to  the  fair  sex^-that,  for  many  years  after  hid 
arrival  at  Port  Tiaibot^  he  refused  to  hire  a  female 
servant^  but  milked  his  own  cows^  mad^  his  oMfn 
butter^    and  performed  every  other   function   t>f 
kitchen-maid/ house-maid,  cook,  and  dairy- woihan. 
Is  it  not  rather  strange,  that  a  British  officer  of 
sach  high  raiik  in  the  army,  and  respectable  coii- 
nections   in  civil  life,  should  be  induced  to  settle 
in  the  pathless  wilderness,    where   he   is   totally 
excluded  from  society,  unless  he  should  associate 
with  a  class  of  people  whom  he  considers  entirely 
beneath  him,  and  with  whom  he  has  never  yet  in 
any  respect  confederated  f     Being  a  Member  of 
tiie  Legislative  Council  of  Upper  Canada,  he  goes 
to  York  once  or  twice  in  the  year :  These  visits, 
and  an  occasional  one  to  England  at  intervals  of 
five  or  six  years,  serve  to  rub  off  the  rust  con- 
tracted in  bis  lonely  cottage  and  to  remind  him', 
that  the  world  is  still  as  merry  as  it  was  when  he 
figured  in  its  gayest  circles. 
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From  the  Colonel's  extensive  knowledge  of  the 
country^  my  &ther  considered  him  to  be  well 
qualified  for  giving  advice  respecting  the  choice  of 
a  settlement.  He  therefore  made  him  acquainted 
with  our  circumstances^  and  want  of  information. 
The  Colonel  mentioned  several  settlements  as  eli** 
glide;  but  particularly  recommended  the  township 
of  London^  a  tract  of  land  surveyed  many  years 
ago  by  prdei?  of  General  Simcoe,  the  first  Lieu* 
t<mant  Crovemor  of  Upper  CanadA.  It  was  tliere* 
fore  agreed^  that  we  should  immediately  proceed 
to  London;  and^  on  the  11th  of  Septembet^^Qur 
whole  party  set  off  for  Niagara^  on  board,  the  same 
schooner  that  brought  us  from  Prescott^ 

Niagara  is  forty  miles  from  York ;  and>  from 
Niagara^  they  proceeded  to  Queenstown^  a  distance 
of  «even  miles,  by  water.  Thence  to  Fort  Ek-ie^ 
thiity-si^  miles,  by  land ;  thence  to  Port  Talbot, 
One  Hundred  and  Sixteen  miles,  by  water;  and 
thence  to  London,  thirty-four  miles,  by  land; — 
Awaking  in  the  whole,  from  York  to  London,  Two 
Hundred  and  Thirty^'three  miles.  It  was  after- 
wards discovered,  that,  by  going  to  the  head  of 
Lake  Ontario,  and  then  travelling  about  ninety 
miles  by  land,  they  might  have  performed  the 
journey  in  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-five  miles,  at 
a  much  less  expence,  and  with  far  greater,  expedi- 
tion. Bat  as  they  were  ignorant  of  the  country^ 
and  trusted  implicitly  to  the  directions  of  others^ 
they  fell  into  a  circuitous  route* 
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Weary  of  travelling  by  water^  I  separated  from 
the  party  at  York^  and  proceeded  by  land  to  Port 
Talbot^  where  I  agreed  to  rejoin  them.  The  road 
from  York  to  Port  Talbot^  for  the  first  kfty  miles, 
nins  nearly  in  a  Soath  West  coarse,  through  a 
thickly-settled  country^  the  soil  of  which  is  light 
and  sandy,  and  therefore  not  susceptible  of  any 
great  improTcment.  Several  small  rivers,  whose 
banks  are  an  immense  height  and  nearly  perpen* 
dicular,  intersect  this  piurt  of  the  country,  and 
render  travelling  an  undertaking  of  diAcolt  and 
dangerous  performance.  Horses,  in  ascending  and 
descending  these  steep  banks,  frequently,  take 
flight,  and  are  sometimes  dashed  to  pieces,  in  spite 
of  the  best  exiertions  of  their  drivers.  From  the 
head  of  Lake  Ontario  to  the  Orand  River  Ouse, 
the  riMid  takes  a  Western  direction ;  and  thence  to 
the  township  of  Woddhouse,  its  inclination  is 
Snuthem:  but  from  Woodhouse  to  Port  Talbot,  it 
preserves  a  South  Western  course. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Grand  River  Ouse,  twenty^ 
one  miles  from  Dundas,  I  passed  through  several 
viUagesi,  inhabited  Iby  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians* 
l%ese  villages,  which,  from  their  proximity  to 
each  other,  appear  to  be  comprised  in  one  settle- 
'ment,  are  composed  of  about  Two  Hundred  houses, 
which  oontain  nearly  1,500  inhabitants.  The  land 
Qpon  which  they  reside,  is  some  of  the  most  fertile 
in  the  whole  Province.  It  was  given  to  the  Indi- 
ans of  the  Five  Nations,— who  have  since  admitted 
another  nation  to  participate  in  all  their  rights  and 
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Imniunitiea^' — immediately  After  the  revolutionary 
war^  .as  a  compensation  *  for  lands  which  they 
had  forfeited  in  the  United  States,  by  ibeir  adher- 
ence to  the  'Boyal  cause.  Six  miles  on  each  side 
of  the  river^  from  its  source  to  its  mouth,  origi* 
nally  eomp6sed  their  grant ;  but  they  have  since 
sold  several  townships  to  different  individuals. 
Stilly  however,  they  retain  a  quantity  of  land  suffi- 
cifnt,.  under  proper  cultivation,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  half'  a  million  of  people.  In  one  of  the 
Indian  villages^  a  very  neat  church  has  been  erected 
at  the  expence  of  the  sapreme  Government.  It  is 
greatly  superior,  in  workmanship  as  well  as  in  size, 
to  ma^y  of  the  parish  Churches  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  The  pulpit  is  situate  at  the  upper  extre- 
mity of  the  aisle;  and  is  surmounted  with  the 
Royal  Arms  of  England,  executed,  if  I  rightly 
recollect^  in  bas-relief.  Qn  the  right  side  of  the 
pulpit,  the  Lord's  Praybr  and  the  Apostlbb' 
Creed  are  tastefully  gilt  upon  a  ground  of  black 
tunber,  in  the  Indian  language ;  bnd,  on  the  left, 
appears  the  Decalogue,  in  a  similar  style.  A 
Clergyman  of  the  Establishment  occasionally  per- 
forms'divine  service  in  the  Church ;  and  when  he 
is  d^bsent,  his  place  in  the  pulpit  is  supplied  by  an 
Indian,  whom  his  own  countrymen  dignify  with 
the  title  of  "Dr.  John."  This  worthy  Divine, 
in  the  absence  of  the  English  Clergyman,  affords 
his  brethren  a  specimen  of  his  oratorical  abilities ; 
but  it  is  very  evident^  that  the  Gospel  has  not  yet 
obtained  much,  infliience  in'  the   hearts  of   these 
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laiiiansy  ^or  in  that  of  the  native  preaehev :  It 
cannot  therefore  be  supposed  to  exercise  any  gcewA 
control  over  their  conduct. 

As  I  happened  to  be  at  this  village  on  the  Sab«- 
bath,  and  felt  curious  to  see  uncivilized  men 
engaged  in  the  worship  of  the  Deity^  I  called  npcm 
Dr.  John^  and  requested  to  know,  if  there  wonld 
be  any  service  in  the  forenoon.  He  had  little  the 
appearance  of  a  minister  of  that  gospel,  tlie  principle 
of  which  is,  ^^  Peace  upon  earth,  and  good^wiU 
towards  men ;"  for  he  was  busily. engaged  in  whet* 
ting  a  tomahawk,  and  replied  to  my  question  with 
the  utmost  indifference  :  ^^  I  meant,"  said  he,  ^  to 
^^  have  had  a  meeting  to*day,  but  I  lost  my  spec^ 
^^  tacles  in  a  frolic  last  night,  and  cannot,  therefov^, 
'^  preach  again^  till  Mr.  Smith  "f  gets  his  goods 
"from  Montreal."— I  asked  him,  if  the  eyee  of 
his  understanding  were  not  sufficiently  enlightened, 
to  render  him,  in  a  ^reat  degree,  independent  of 
external  aids.-^'f.O  yes,"  said  he,  "  but  we  are 
'^not  Methodists;  we  do  not  preach,  like  fotnlsi, 
^  without  a  book.  If  that  were  our  practice,  we 
"  think  we  could  excel  our  extemporaneous  brethi^ 
"  ren  as  much  in  the  art  of  true  eloquence^  as  they 
^*  excel  us  in  selfrconfidence  and  vain^glory.  But 
"  we  are  more  enlightened  than  they  are,  and 
"  know  how  liable  poor  human  nature  is  to  err : 
^^  We  therefore  study  diligently  what  we  have  to 
^^  ny,  before  we  attempt  to  promulgate  our  opih 

t  A  neighbouring  Shopkeeper* 
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*^  nions  m  public.^' — I  perceived  vaaity  to  be  the 
predominating  feotare  in  the  character  of  this  per^ 
8on ;  and^  after  I  had  conversed  with  him  a  cdiort 
time  on  various  unimportant  topics^  I  bade  him 
Farewf  11^  with  a  strong  impression  on  my  mirid  of 
the  great  difficulty  which  must  always  attend  the 
moral  and  religious  instruction  of  a  people  who 
imagine^  that  they  are  already  possessed  of  a  degree 
of  knowledge  which  seldom  falls  to  the  lot  even 
of  civilized  man.  There  must  unquestionably  be 
something  in  the  soil  or  the  air  of  America,  friendly 
to  the  growth  of  vanity ;  for,  from  the  most  unen*- 
lightened  wanderer  of  the  forest,  to  the  most  ex- 
ited character  on  this  extensive  continent,  it  is  a 
feeling  which  pervades  every  mind,  and  is  the 
grand  characteristic  by  which  an  American,  whe« 
ther  he  be  White  or  brown,  may  be  distinguished 
from  a  native  of  any  other  country  on  the  fitce  of 
the  earth: 

After  crossing  the  Grand  River,  the  country;, 
for  many  miles,  has  a  very  delightful  aspects  On 
each  side  of  the  road,  extensive  plains,  thinly 
plimted  apparently  by  the  hand  of  mail,  spread  £Etr- 
iher  than  the  eye  can  reach,  and  ajSbrd  a  pleasing 
contrast  to  the  sombre  gloom  which  hangs,  like  the 
Ikhadow  of  darkness,  over  the  greater  part  of  this 
extensive  continent.  These  plains  are  almost 
wholly  uninhabited,  although  possessed  of  many 
superior  advantages.  Biit  the  Want  of  timber  and 
water  for  domestic  purposes,  and  the  inferiority  of 
the  soil,  which  is  light  and  sayady,  render  them  of 
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little  comparniiye  value*  To  the  traveller  alone^ 
wearied  with  his  wanderings  through  interminable 
forests,  thefl0  beautiful  plantations  and  flower- 
eovered  fields  afford  an  eji^hilarating  prospeot* 
Towards  Long  Point,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
wUch  there  are  also  similar,  extensive  plains,  the 
country  on  each  side  of  the'  road  is  tolerably  well 
settled;  but  the  houses  of  public  entertainment 
afford  the  most  wretched  accommodations,  and 
ezhitit  an  appearance,  both  inside  and  out,  which 
by  no  means  induces,  one  to  form  any  great  opinion 
of  Canadian  Hostelries. 

I  reached  Port  Talbot,  on  the  I6ih  of  September, 
and  found  that  my  friends  had  not  arrived.  As  I 
was  sitth^  a  while  after  in  a  tavern,  contiguous  to 
tiie  rirer,  where  I  expected  to  have  met  with  my 
firther  and  his  family,  e  lady  and  gentleman  rode  itp 
to  the  door.  When  the  lady  entered,  I  rose  and 
handed  her  aseat;  the  gentleman  next  appeared,  and, 
on  seating  himself,  enquired^  as  is  customary  in  this 
country,  whether  I  was  traveling  East  or  West  t 
I  told  htm,  that  I  had  already  explored  as  much  of 
the  Western  country  as  I  then  intended :  and  added 
that,  during  the  last  four  months,  I  had  travelled 
from  within  seven  degrees  of  the  Royal  Observa- 
tory at  Greenwich^  and  that  it  was  not  my  design 
to  go  inneh  &rther  into  the  country,  until  I  bad 
seen  my  friends, — ^whom  I  daily  expected  from  t^e 
East, — ^safely  and  comfortably  settled  a  few  miles 
fiirther  to  the  Northward. — ^This  topographicfd 
t^y.  a  little  surprised  them^  for  it  was  too  genfial. 
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and  did  not  descend  tasueh  mmmtkB:wm  Abu^mm^s 
expect. 

Th^lady,  wko  appeared  a  good  deal  embarraMed 
or  rather  in  a. state  of  mental  anxiety,  saad,  with 
much  apparent  concern,  ^^  Alas,  Sir!  I  fear  your 
^^  friends  in  America  are  few,  and  your  hopeiof 
^'seeing   .them    comfortably   settled,    like    mMt 
^  worldly  hopes^  vain  and  unfeasible !"   I  coiqarad 
hi^r  to  explain  herself,  and,  after  some  hesitation, 
she  reluctantly  complied ;  for  her  exclamation  had 
undoubtedly  been  involuntary :  ^^  You  are  notalto^ 
^^  gether  friendless !  You  have  at  least  one  bfotJkr  1 
^'  I  saw  him,  a  few  hours  ago,  in  health  but  un^ 
^'  happy.     He  is  travelling  in  4;his  direction^  and 
**  will  be  with  you  in  a  few  hours/'    With  thia- 
expression  on  her  lips,  she  rose  from  her  seat,  alul  . 
rehired  hastily  to  an  acyoining  apartment^  where, 
addressing  the  landlady,  she  continued^  ^^  Abo^ilt  , 
^^  eight  o'cbck  this  morning  \ye  overtook  a  number  . 
^^  of  yqung  men,    all  Europeans^    cuoio^  whoqa. 
^  was    a    gentleman    evidently    the   brother    of 
<'  this  young  man.    They  are  the  x>nly  surviviiog 
^'  passengers  of  a  large  party  belonging  to  the  For4 
^^  Erie  Schooner f  which  was  wrecked  a  few  nighta 
'^  ago  on  the  United  States'  shore."    I  heard. thin 
with  undefinable  emotions,  and^  rushing  into  thp 
apartment  in.  which  the  lady  was  still  conversing   . 
with  the  hostess,  entreated  her  to  tell  me  ail  tluit., 
she  knew  of  the  melancholy  catastrophe.  She  said^    . 
^^  About  three  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  IQtJ^ 
^^  of  September,  I  saw  your  friencis  embarJi;  at  Fpii 
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^  and  firom  the  great  number  of  pasiengers  wjbo 
^^etAarke^y  and  the  indifferent  quafity  of  the  'y«^. 
**fel,  the  people  of  Port  Erie  entertained  seri- 
*^  on  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  travel- 
*^]enz  The  weather  being  very  boisterous,  and 
^th#  captain  of  the  schooner,  an  inefficient  and 
^^  imexpel-ienced  man. .  In  a  few  days  afterwards, 
^  news  arrived  at  Fwt  Erie,  that  the  vessel  had 
^  been  wreoked  in  the  morning  of  the  21st,  On  the 
^  diore  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  few 
^  yoang*  men  who  survived,  were  taken  up  by  a 
*^  New  York  schooner,  and  landed  in  Canadia.** 

On  hearing  this  doleful  intelligence,  I  immedi- 
ately set  o:ff  to  meet  my  brother  and  his  fortunate 
eompaiiions.  Before  I  had  proceeded  more  than" 
kiif  a  dozen  miles,  I  met  the  whole  party ;  and 
judged  from  their  countenances,  that  the  inform- 
ation I  had  received  Was  not  exactly  correct.  I 
toM  tliem  wlntt  I  had  heard,  and  desired  to  know; 
wheUier  or  not  I  had  been  misinformed.  My  bro- 
ther replied,  that  my  information  was  in  the  main 
comet';  that  they  had  indeed  been  shipwrecked, 
ha  Uiat  no  lives  were  lost,  excepting  that  of  a 
If n.  Lewis,  who  died  in  consequence  of  devere  cold 
aoi  fSrtigue.  I  was  also  further  given  to  uiider- 
ttafnd^  that  my  &ther  and  his  family  were  jblII  Well, 
and  In  the  United  Stat^,  waiting  only  for  a  vessel 
to  bring  Stem  over  to  the  shores  of  Canada.  It  tA 
iBipoflMble  to  describe  the  sudden  transition  of  my 
Mfegs^  on  hearing  these  joyful  tidings:   A  fev^ 

Vol.  I.  I 
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«UMi^tiii  before^  I  had  tke  stirongesit  {^rounds  Ibi^ 
helieving,  thai  my  nearest  relations  were  lodged  itf 

a  ecid  and  watery  girave^  where  ' 

*.-.-,''■              *        '                         •  •    » 

.    No  fiend's  compUunt,  no  kind  domestic  tear,  ^ 
I^eas'd  their  pale  ghosts^  or  grac'd  their  mournful  bier. 

B»t  99^  I  cptald  ii)diilfe,  the  joyful  antieipatips 
g(  Qieeting  them  onee  more  on  British  gfOH^dy 
ireiitor^^  fis  it  were,  to  life,  and  reprieved  frftnt 
^ppearipg,  in  a  manner  which  they  did  not  e^p§c^ 
^ndforw^^'they  might  not  be  prepftre49  b^^^ 
^m  who^  ^f  is  the  Jfidge  of  ^i^iek  ^M  dead."  I» 
aboir(  a  fortnight  after  this,th€i|jr  all  arrived  a^  V^T^ 
Talbot,  after  having  experiepced  nuioh  kin^wss 
^rqm  Uie  inhabitants  of  jthe  state  of  NevW  Yor^ 
^ring  their  oontinnance  among  them-  > 

In  the  latter  partaf  October  my  fethw  rpmoytll 
htfi  iSunily  from  Port  Talbe^  to  Wesbnuistfr,wh^i^ 
|e  procjured  lodgings  for  t^em  until  a  house  W99i 
efeoted  pn  his  own  lands.  The  township  ^f  Weidirr 
oiinster  is  separated  from  tlwit  of  London,  iXily  ^y 
^le  river  Thamesr 

London  is  ^itu^ted.  about  twenty-four  mihn 
^9rth  of  Lake  Erie,  It  is  9S7  milei  from  tha< 
part  of  tha  Atlantic  Ocean  v^hich  joins  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lawi«nce,  607  miles  from  Quebec,  618  fnoM 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  185  from  thie.seat^of 
(^vemment  of  Upper  Canada^  lit  has .  Oxford^ 
a*  flne  tOiwnship,  twenty-thre©  years  settled,  on 
the  Best;  We^minster,  twelve  year« settled,  on 
th»  South i[  Delaware,  ontbsSoitth  Wast;  Lobo, 
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Oft   the  West 4    ond  unknown  and  uncvHivated^ 
regimia,  on  the  North  Mid  J^prth  West. 

On  tke  1st  ofNavemberi  1818,  it  wiui  entirely: 
unsettled,  and  its  surface  studded  with  the  various- 
trees  whioh  are  to  be  found  in   Canada.      The. 
llforthem  branch  of  the  river  Thames  runs  across 
its  Eastern  angle,  and  the  fioathem  sepalrates  it 
frotn  Weertminstep,  white  a  great  number  of  small: 
rivulets  pour  their  meandering  streams  through 
almost  every  allotment.    The  land  is  con^dered>^ 
if  not  superipr.  to.every.  township,  hitherto  opened 
for  location,  at  least  inferior  to  none  in  the  whole 
Province. 

*'  The  township  formli  a  square,  and  is  divided  into* 
sixteen  concessions,   in  each  of  which  are  6,400' 
axhres.     These  concessions  are  sub-divided  into  lots' 
of  209  acres,  of  whioh  there  are  thirty-two  in  ecK^h. . 
Between  every  two  concessions,  there  are  sixty-six 
fM;  set  apart  for  roads,  which  ave  called  concession 
Unes.      These,  together  with  seven  side-road^  of^ 
e^ud  wi<Uh  which  intersect  them  at  right  angles; 
and  are  equi-distant  from  each  other,  ooinprise  all 
the  public  roads  in  a  township. 

•  On  the  26tb  of  October,  my  brothei^  and  I,  with 
ox  men  carrying  provisions  and  felling-axes,  took 
our  departure    from   Westminst^,    and,    having 
hired    a    guide,*  proceeded   into  ,  London,  to  fix 
apon  the  most  desirable  lot,  for  the  erection  of  a- 
house.      Twelve  hundred  acres  were  assigned  to^ 
lay  father  for  his  own  demesne,  if  I  may  so  call  it.- 
We  had  therefore^  a*  large  tract  of  land  to  explore/ 
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WfiDMwe  eoulcL  decide  cm  the  ino${  eligible  site* 
After  spending  the  greater  part  of  the  day .  in 
sipproving  and  disapproving  of  particular  lots^  we 
unanimously  determined  on  making  the  second  lot, 
in  the  sixth  concession,  the  future  asylum  of  our 
exiled  family*  When  we  had  agreed  on  this  pointy 
our  next  consideration  was,  to  procure  shelter  for 
the  night ;  for  we  were  upwards  of  nine  miles  from 
the  abodeB  of  civilized  beings^  and  in  the  midst  of 
desolate  wilds, 
^  ■       •    .  '  ' 

Where  beasts  with  men  divided  empire  claim^ 

And  the  brown  Indian  marks  with  murd'rous  aim. 

I.  i.     - 

Aft^r  walking  abput  for  some  time/ in  quest  of  s 
siiitaVte  place  for  making  a  fire^  we  discovered  an 
old  Indian  wig-wam,  deserted  by  its  inhabitants. 
In  this  little  hut  we  resolved  to  continue  during 
the  night ;  and,  having  a  tinder-box,  with  all  the  - 
oijfipr  necessary  materials,  we  speedily  lighted  an 
eiyjoell^nt'&re.  After  we  had  taken  supper  on  the 
t];u|ik  of  ,a,  tree,  we  lay  down  to  rest,  each  rolling 
Itinaself  up  in  a  blanket,  and  each  in  his  turn  sap- 
plying  fuel  to  the  fire.  Thus  did  we  pass  the  first 
night  on  our  American  estate.  In  the  mornings 
i^bout  sun-rise,  we  were  suddenly  awakened  by 
the ,  howling  of  a  pack  of  wolves,  which  were  in 
full  cry  after  an  unfortunate  deer.  The  howl  of 
these  ferocious  animals  so  nearly  resembles  the  cry 
of  fox-dogs,  that,  when  I  awoke  and  heard  it, 
I  fancied  myself  in  the  midst  of  the  sporting 
WPpds  of  Erin.    But  the  4^1usipn  was  jpot  pf  long;' 
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€oiiimaiiiiie& ;  for  I  speedily  discovered^  that,  inrteadl 
of  being  in  my  native  land,  r: 

Where  the  tints  of  the  earth  and  the  hues  of  the  sky. 
In  colour  though  varied,  in  beauty  may  vie, 

I  was  in  the  midst  of  a  dreary  and.  unvaaried  vril*i 
derness^  .    i  ^ 


Where  crouching  wolves  await  their  hapless  prey. 
And  savage  men,  more  murd'rous  still  than  they. 


■y.l 


.( 


To  increase  our  consternation,  or^  at  least,  to 
direct  it  into  another  channel,  the  horses,  which 
wehrought  with  us  to  carry  our  bed-clothes  and 
provisions,  had  broken  from  their  tethers  duriii^^ 
the  night  and  consumed  every  ounce  of  oiir  hveAdv*' 

'        r     * 

» *   .        '    [^  : 

Calm  is  my  soul^  ner  apt  to  rise  in  arms,  iT 

£!;ccept  when  fast-approaching  danger  warns ;  ^ 

and  yet  I  Was  on  this  occasion  sufficiently  prd^' 
voked,  to  revenge  our  loss  on  the  sides  of  the  ffl-^ 
nstured  brutes.  We  had  brought  our  proveidei*/ 
with  the  utmost  difficulty,  a  distance  of  nearl^ 
twelve  miles  through  woods  and  swamps:  Anidl 
then, — to  be  deprived  of  it  in  this  way,  was  too 
much  for  a  man  of  my  philosophy  to  bear  without 
impatience  I  We  should  have  been  under  the  diir- 
agreeable  necessity  of  dispensing  with  a  breakfast, 
if  we  had  not  had  the  consideration  to  bring  some 
potatoes  with  us,  which,  happily  for  us,  are  nof 
so  well-suited  to  the  appetite  of  ah  American 
horse,  as  they  are  to  the  palate  of  an  Irishman': 

i3 
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}For,  it  this  had  been  the  cade,  we  shouM  hav^ 
been  compelled  tof  stay  our  htitiget,  till  provmotii 
could  arrive  from  Westminster. 

W^  continued  encamped  in  the  woods  from  the 
26th  of  October,  until  the  1st  of  December*  During 
this  period,  we  laid  tfae^  foundation  of  a  *  house, 
forty-six  feet  long,  and  twenty-one  feet  wide ;  one 
half  of  which  we  finished  first,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  family,  who  removed  into  it ,  on  the 
2d  of  December, — five  months  and  nineteen  days 
ttfter  our  embarkation  for  Amerxeai  During  th^ 
thirty-five  days  which  we  spent  in  the  wdods  prb'^ 
Tious  to  the  arrival  of  the  faihily,  our  only  lodgmg 
was  the  miserable  wig- warn,  which,  like  ancient 
Argos,.had  an  hundred  eyes,  or  rather  Qye4n>)ea; 
through  which,  when  lying  awake  at  night,  we 
could  easily  note  every  remarkable  star  that  pa'wed 
the  meridian.  Our  only  bed,  all  that  time^  was 
0OiBpo]sed  of  a  few  Withered  leaves^  while 

A  log  contriv'd  a  double  debt  to  pay« 
V  By  night  a  pillow^  and  a  seat  by  day. 

thew  are  only  sli^t  specimens  of  the  hardships, 
whi6fa  must  be  encountered  by  those  who  settle  in  a 
wilderness ;  and  yet,  no  small  degree  of  fortitude 
iH  f^quidle,  to  support  the  mind  of  him  who  is 
^obliged  to  submit  to  them.  It  is  a  grievance  of  ho 
'  jticdnsiderable  magnitude,  to  be  compelled,  after  a 
diay  of  severe  labour,  to  stretch  one's  weary  Hmbs 
^cm  the  bare  ground  in  the  cold  month  of  Novefti* 
:ber>  and  to  be  pr^iteeted  from  <^  Ihe  fierce  Noftk 
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wind  with  his  ury  forces/'  and  from  the  chilling 
frosty  only  by  a  miserable  hut^  with  a  fire  suffi- 
ciently near  it  to  counteract  in  some  degree  their 
benumbing  effects.  But  the  hope  of  independence 
is  sufficient  to  sustain  the  mind  under  privations 
still  greater  thai^  these  |  and  h^^ — who  can  bring 
himself  to  think^  when  lying  down  to  rest  on  the 
Ure  earthy  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
he  May  happily  repose  oa  a  more  inviting  eOMh^ 
without  one  anxious  thought  respecting  the 
future  prospects  of  himself  and  his  family, — 
regards  these  transient  sufferings  with  a  kind  ^of 
feeiiBg  nearly  allied  to  actual  pleasure.  Jle  sees 
the  time  fast  approaching,  when  the  wilderness 
to  him  shall  be  ''  cC  fruitful  field,  and  the  desert 
shall  blossom  as  the  rose  ;^' — when  the  produc- 
tive soil  «hall  gratefully  yield  an  ample  rewaird  tc^ 
his  to^; — and  when.the  hardships  of.  his  situation 
shall,  by  the  blessing  of  heaven  on  his  exertions; 
gradually  diitetppeaf,  and  leave  him  in  possesstiofl 
bf  health,  plenty^and  independence.  While  indulgi 
faig  ki  M6h  joyful  and  ecstatic  visions,  ike  lEt'oodJErQ 
pillow  of  a  new  and  industrious  settler  becomei 
lofter  than  bolsters  of  down,  and  hia  solidary  blaiir 
ket  fetb  more  comfoiiable  than  sheets  of  Hdldndi 
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leiM^MSl  «V  JMJKDAS  -^  ili!rCA8TEB  -^  OAB&T  WBSTCRN  XOim  --^ 
.  ^Alf^QT-^TRKfiT — 6ITUA.TION  qP.THS  Tfl/BpX  SETTLBUCHT •--^ 
N^OA&A,  OR  FORT  OEOROR,  TAKEN  BY  THE  AMERICAKB  -r* 
RETALIATION  OF  THE  BRITISH— FALLS  OF  NIAGARA — >SUPPO^£D 
to  BE  ONCE  AT  QTIBBN'sTOWN—- ^ANECDOTE  OF  AN  INDIAN  AND 
'CT  TWO  WHITE  tlBN^^NOlSB  OF  THE  FALLS— CHtFPAWA — ^LAKtt 
•«$IB^.A.ONa  POINTi  AND  TURKEY  POINT ^^TMS  BOIHISAU  — 
AMBR6BURO««-8ANpWICH— ^LA&E8  ST*  CLAIR,  ICICUIGAN^  HUROIT, 
SUPB^IOR,   ANP  LAKE  OF  THE  WOODS. 

The  troreUer  hy  bud  from  York  to  Amtrsbwghj 
«*nwhich  ik  the  .most  Westerly  towa  iU'  the  Upper" 
Proyinoe^  and  which  is  dbtant  from.  York  ^boa^ 
326  miles^ — ^  meets  with  few  yiUages,  and  those 
feikr  very  iacoiaiderable  iu  me.  Dunqabj  fifty 
milw  from  York ;  Ancabteb,  three  milei  from 
Dundas ;  and  Bubpord^  tweuty^eight  miles  from 
Aneaster^  ore-  the  only  places^  which^  from  the 
multitude  of  tiwir  inhabitants^  bear  the  l^ast  resem« 
blanoe  to  villages ;  and  the  whole  population  of  the 
three  together  does  not  exceed  600  souls.  The 
roady  which  nearly  all  the  way  preserves  a  South 
Western  direction^  lies  through  the  richest  and  most 
fertile  country  in  British  North  America.  Thirty 
years  ago,  there  was  not  a  single  humari  habitatiom 
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between  York  and  the  Frenob  settlementft  oa  the 
Saint  Clair,  excepting  the  widely-scattered  and 
then  undisturbed  retlreats  of  numerous  Indian! 
tribes^  most  of  whom  have  since  retired  to  morei 
remote  regions. 

About  forty  mile^  Westward  of  J)undas^  is  the^ 
commencement  of  a  great  public  road,  fifty  mile^ 
in  kngth:  It  is  called  Talbot  Smw^vty  wad  imtM 
parallel  to  Lake  Erie.  This  street  passes  thr6ugb 
that  extensive  coi^ntry '  designated  /*  the  Talbot 
Settlement,"  which  comprises  an  extent  of  terj^i-? 
tory  enclosing  within  its  limits  about  one  million 
five  hundred  thousand  acses.  It  is- situate  be* 
tween  42  and  43  degrees  North  latittide,  and 
between  80  and  81  degrees  West  longitude.  From 
Dundas,  the  road  branches  off  to  Niagara^  now 
called  ^^  Fort  George/'  and  rand  along  the*  riv^i 
Nii^ra  to  Queenstown,  and  thence  to  Fort  Erie^ 
where  it  terminates*  Its  whole  length  is  eighty-%^ 
»x  miles*  ••> 

NiAOARA^  or  FoAT  George;  is  situated  on  the- 
Ei»t  side  of  the  river  Niagara.    It  was  deatroyed       ' 
by  the  Americans  in  the  month  of  December^  1813« 
At  that  time  it  consisted  of  nearly  200  houses^  and; 
contained  upwards  of  800  inhabitants.     Immedi-r 
ately  after  the  American  army  had  evacuated  the 
seme  of  desolation,  the  British  forces  stationed  in  \ 
that  part  of  the  country  crossed  the  lines ;  and,  to 
retaliate  upon  the  enemy^  demolished  a  number  of 
the  most  flourishing  villages  on  the  Western  fron* 
tieou    Since  the  destruction  of  the  old  town,  more 
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than  100  hoa»M  h&Ve  been  %uiii  upon  Hi  Aie,  and 
k  has  now  S68  inhabitantd..  Excepting  Bro6kyilIe, 
H  is  tbe  tieatest  lirillage  ^  m  the  Province ;  and,  on 
Moou^t  of  ltd  healthy  situation  anci  proximity  to 
the  falls  of  Niagara,  has  become  a  fashionable  plaee 
6i  irdtort,  during  the  Suinmer  inonths.  It  eontdns 
A  P»ote«taBt  Episcopal  Chtafcb,  a  Presbyteriail 
M0dtin^^bOttd&5  and  a  Methodist  Chap^,  irith  a 
Graol  and  Couft-house*  The^  private  houses  are  all 
built  of  Wood,  and  the  principal  street  is  wide  ^nd 
airy* 

'  fietwMn  Fort  George  and'  OueeniTtown^  is  ihi 
most  alluring  portion  of  the  Province,  the*  neigh^ 
Vourbood  of  l^ndwich  and  Amersburgh  excefpted ; 
and)  with  this  exception,  it  is  the  only  part  which 
Oan^  odilsistently  with  truth,  i>e  Mid  to  be  much 
impf*oted  by  'cultivation,  or  t6  exhibit  any  striking 
display  of  natural  scenery.  Fine  farms,  flourishing 
otchard»,  and  oomfortabl^  cottages,  give  it  the  aif 
of  an  European  landscape  ;  and  if  it  werb  not.fdf 
the  teil-'fenoes,  which  abound  in  this  aa  w^II  as  in 
♦t^efy  othei'  part  of  the  Province,  and  which  make  the 
country  appear  naked  and  impoverished,  it  might 
fairly  stand  in  competition  with  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  districts  of  the  British  Isles^ 

Where  kwBs  extend^  tldit  ioera  the'  Arcadian  pride. 
And  brighter  streams  than  fam'd  Hydaspes  glide, 

Quft&KStoWN  is  built  at  the  base  of  a  lofty  hill, 
and  is  seven  miles  from  Niagara.  It  contains 
kbout  60  houseil    aiid    300  iiihabitahts ;    and  hal 
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B  Cftllr6li  e»A  4  €ottrtJ-liioMe>  With  gov^rBBbiftti^ 
stores,  and  stores  for  the  Indian  departmefti^  Ott 
toeoilbt  of  itii  flat  and  obsi^Ure  situation^  it  has  not 
%y  any  means  an  inviting  aspect*  All  mer^han^iae^ 
idesigned  for  the  use  of  the  Western  eonnirf,  k 
liisembarked  at  tfai»  place,  and  <ionreyed  by  lafH^ 
to  Fort  Erie,  whei'e  it  is  ag&ih  emklrked  fol-  Hs 
different  destinatioiis  on  the  shoreil  bf  htikii  Eri6, 
Bt;  dair,  and  Superior. 

'  The  Falls  o^  Niaoara  ^ire  abotit  «eveti  tnilei 
trom  Queenstown,  and  are  sitnate  on  the  itttait 
Which  unites  Lak6  Erie  tj^ith  Ontario. .  The  feeU 
ings  produced. in  Ih*  inmA,  on  the  fi«t  vitow  <rf 
these  stupendous  cataracts,  are  such,  it  iit  said,  rA 
fender  it  impossible  for  any  man,  who  is  at  all 
fcflbct*d  wfth  tiie  «it6h  6f  scribbling,''  to  avofd 
attempting  some  dest^ripiion  of  them :  And  yet,  so 
often  have  ihey  aSbt'ded,  to  those  whb,  Iik6 
©r.  Bynta^i,  *«  trtivel  in  search  of  the  Picturesque," 
to  bj^portiiriity  for  ih©  display  t)f  their  d^Scriptivii 
powefv,  and  so  repeatedly  hare  these  catarac^^ 
been  i)OttreA  forth  io  the  view  x)f  **  Hre-sidci  travel-^ 
le«r  in  aH  the  majesty  ttf  well-selected  language; 
that  lo  him  who  may  now  of  henceforth  trisit 
their  resounding  tolitudes,  little  more  remaittji 
than  an  opportunity  of  relating  ^  a  thri6e-told 
tale.'*  On  this  gtound,  I  might  and  certainly 
would  de<^line  the  attempt,  were  I  not  confident, 
that  no  excuse,  hbwevif  plausible,  would  in  you* 
«iCimation  be  sufficient  td  t^indicate  anomissitni 
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whieh>  I  mppditoy  you  would  consider  ta  unpar- 
donable. 

I  firdt  visited  these  celebrated  Falls  in  tbe  month 
of  September,  a  season  of  the  year^  which,  in 
America,  is  peculiarly  pleasant.  The  violent  heats 
have  then  considerably  abated ;  the  Musquito^  sati-i' 
ated  with  human  blood,  has  given. rest  to  his  pro* 
bopK^is ;  and  man,  free  from  the  irritating  bite  of 
innumerable  tormenting  insects,  and  from  ^  the 
scorching  heat  of  an  almost  insupportable  sun, 
enjoys  an  agreeaUe  respite,  and  ranges  through 
the  country  in  quiet  and  comforts  Until  I  arrived 
within  a  mile  of  the  Falls,  the  sky  was  perfectly 
clear,  the  sun  shone  with  his  wonted  splendour, 
and  the  atmosphere  was  remarkably  dry  and  uncom* 
monly  lucid. — ^But  no  sooner  had  I  approached 
their  immediate  vicinity,*  than  a  sudden  and  si&giit, 
lar  change  took  place  in  the  whole  aapect  of 
natui^e :  The  earth,  before  parched  and  immovable^ 
became  damp  and  tremulous ;  and  the  dky,  tilltfa^en 
unsullied  by  a  single  cloud,,  assumed  a  frowning*, 
dajrk^ '  and  portentous  appearance*  The  atmo* 
sphere,  previously  dry  and  rarefied,  ndw  presented 
a  dcoise  and  humid  visage ;  and  my  &ncy,  unreined 
by  my  reason,  transported  me  into  a  world  essen^ 
tially  different  from  that  in  which  a  few  minutes 
befof e  I  ^^  lived,  and  moved,  and  had  my  being.'^ 
Stilly  however,  I  pursued  my  course,  and  at  length 
gained  the  .summit  of  the  craggy  hills  which  flank 
f;his  noble  river.    JAy  ioereased  elevation  did  not' 
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contribute  toidisoipatethe  pre-conoeived  deluiaos; 
and  I  still  felt  inclined  to  doubt  of  my  own  or  of 
the  world's  identity^  Mountains  of  water  belobihg 
forth  the  most  appalliiig  sounds^-^globes  of  foam^ 
belling  with  apparently  accelerated  rage, — rain« 
bowB,  embracing  within  their  numerous  and  splen<^ 
did  arohes  a  surprising  variety  of  newly-^formed^ 
iinpending  clouds, — rocks  fearlessly  projecting 
OTCF  the  tumultuous  abyss, — and  spray-K3OV0red 
forests^  decorated  with  pearly  drops,^^now  ren^^ 
dered  more  brilliant  than  chrystal,  by  the  re^ 
fleeted  rays  of  the  setting  sun, — and  now  blown 
into  ^^  feathery  streams''  by  sudden  gusts  of'  the 
impetuous  wind:— These  were  some  of  the  md«t 
striking  features  of  the  gorgeous  scener^  by. 
which  I  was  surrounded.  Long  did  I  luxuriate  in 
pleasing  contemplation,  admiring  its  peculiar  gran-^ 
dear ;  and  still  did  I  find  myself  lingering  with  fond 
dalliaaoe  amidst  these  stupendous  and  matchless 
diifiays  of  ereatire  excellence,  until  the  sun  of^ 
heaven,  wearied  with  shedding  his  effulgent  beams; 
on  the  Trans-atlantic  wilds,  had  retired  in  all  hk' 
glory  from  the  enchanted  scene^  ^^  to  rove  o'er 
other  lands,  and  give  to  other  men  the  kindest 
boon  of  heaven." 

.  For  the  first. time  in  my  life  did  I  regret  the 
shortnsse  of  a  September  day.  But  my  regret 
floon  ceased :  For,  ere  night  had  completely  drawn 
her  sable  mantle  across  the  objects  of  my  admir- 
ation, over  which  I  still  lingered^  a  glorious  moon^ 
enshrouded  in  golden  robes  of  borrowed^  light,  kindly 
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Ipiit  'me  ihe  f»ii  of  her  be^utcKHtt  Iwte ^  lyiid;  qukkly: 
diffwed  through  every  part  of  the  LandsGApe  n^w 
ff^ures  of  loyelkiess/  giving  .it  ft  ehftraoter  £ar 
Ipfnr0^soft  and  interesting  than  that  with  wbieh 
ptdttd  day  had  ittvesAed  it.  The  3t»p^ndpu8  aj9id 
magiiifierat  maohinery  af  nature  which  had  recently 
l^oimd  me  in  a  stute  of  mental  abstraetion,  waa  i^o^ 
diverted  of  many  of  itp  peouUar  charms.  A  perfe^ 
calm  weceeded:  The  forests  appeared  ^Veuiik  vfk 
deep[  repose  :'^  The  winds  h^d  s^bstided :  The  green 
leaves,  no  longer  agitated  by  the  bre^^e,  ceased 
their  rustling:  Not  a  cloud  floated  along  thg  feoo 
of  heavan:  Einery  thing  around  and  above,  ih^-* 
dMte  and  inanimate,  seemed  to  hoive  sought  find 
feNind 

Tir'd  nature's  sweet  nestorer^  balm jr  sleep : 

All  was  still,  except  the  wakeful  cataracts,  that 
Soared  with  their  wonted  Violence,  and  disturbed 
the  basin  which  groaned  beneath  the  undiminicAKed 
burden;  Never  was  there  a  finer  contrast,  than  that 
between  the  noise  of  the  water,  and  the  stillness  ^ 
the  air ; — ^^Ihe  golden  eflfiilgence  of  the  rushing  flood, 
dkid  the  impenetrable  shades  of  the  surrounding 
forests  ;—^ the  blackness  of  the  frightful  gulf  down^ 
which  the  waves  with  unabating  force  are  precipi* 
tated  in  crashing  confusion,  and  the  light  and  cheer- ^ 
ingface  of  the  spangled  heavens  over  which  the  ores-  • 
cent  moon  was  sailing  with  modest  pride  and  con** 
scions  dignity.  Sick  and  insensible  must  be  the^ 
soul,  that  could  behold  with  indifference  an  exhi^ 
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V^ion  fii^  Aae;  §b  ^m^^^  1^  4^plH«^  with  aU  that  ift 

Wd,  iij  a  ward,  to  Fatfp  iM^  wh^I^  fWii  nboy^  ibe 
common  level  qf  Vulgar  exidtonae,  nod  miiko  ium 
fusible  that;  while  he  i]ia^  eontre^tA  the  i^oturesqim 
^aeiiery  of  earth  with  the  inimtt^hle .  granieur  cff 
the  heayens,  he  ie  8ta)idhig  in  the  immedijate  ft^n 
9eiu!e  of  th^t  Deity, — ^^  who  ineosKure^  the  watoM 
m  the  hpUow  t>f  ^  hi?  hiwd  md  touted  put  tho 
heavens  with  a  span," — to  whom  he  19  indebted 
for  all  he  sees  aadall  he  fe^ls,— rhy  wh^e^  Almighty 
Power  and  Infinite  Wisdom  the  nv^r$  had  their  1 
appointed  souFcee  ^^d  ohti4ne4  l^ave  |o^ow^ — mi, 
from  whpsp  plastiio  hm4f^  the  mcmiitaiiis  finrfe 
received  their  af^ropriate  hulk  and  due  c^nfof iaat>> 
tion. 

I  cannqt  c<mvey  t?  you  ^py  ide*t  of  the  poverty; 
^  \v^g}i^^ .  ^hat  is  felt^  ^km  one  ftttempts  to; 
dnw^  ?pi^b  »  cp^nhi^^ti9Bt  o/  gnaii4  and  un/eooir; 
9)P^  4?)ijeo^4-^mLOiig  whieh  19  found  eyery  things 
e«ifutial  to  cppstitute  the  j'omaotie,  tb^  terWfio; 
thjd  p^ct}ice0qfi,e,  an4  th9  whliB»§,  AJ|  that  id 
'f  awAilly  gran4,  of  eLegip^tly  HttJ*;"  h^w  occupiefk 
^  ppnof)ii9e9Jt  sf^t^n ;  and  every  part  is  so  tastefully 
arm^ged  as  to  m^k^  the  de^pest  ^mpreg^ion  upoja 
beholders,  and  to  proojaim  in  language  not  lees; 
loud  than  ^^  the  mv^io  of  the  spheres," 

The  hand  that  made  us  ia  Divine. 

Vou  are  pfobaUy  aware,  that  the  circumjacent 
•oimtiry  in  wUch-Lake  Erie  }iies,  is  elevated  nearly'* 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


Igg  FALLS  6P  NIAChABA. 

JOO  feet  above  thai  which  surroimdB  Ontario.  The 
ezteiusixre  dope,  or  mofifntamy  as  it  !•  called>  which' 
divides  the  lower  country  firom  the  nppw^  is,  in 
nany  places,  nearly  perpendicular.  It  commenced 
<Mi  the  Northern  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  runs 
thence  round  its  North-western  point,  until  it  is 
intersected  by  the  road  which  leads  from  York  to 
Amersburgh:  It  afterwards  pursues  an  Eastern 
,  direction,  and  finally  embanks  the  strait,  or  river, 
of  Niagara* 

Persons  who  visit  the  Falls,  generally  stop  at 
aA  adjacent  village^  consisting  of  about  a  dozen 
ho«ses,  and  two  very  excellent  hotels,  in  which 
as  good  accommodation  may  be  found  as  in  any 
ether  part  of  the  country.  From  the  balcony  of 
that  which  is  styled  the  Niagara  Faib?  PavUiony 
there  is  a  very  fine  view  of  ^^  the  Horse-shoe  Fall," 
and  of  the  island  which  bisects  the  river.  From 
the  same  house  there  is  also  a  difficult  foot-path, 
which  leads  down  a  very  steep  bank  to  the  edge  of 
the  river,.immediately  adjoining  the  place  where  the' 
table*rock  formerly  stood.  It  must  also  be  recol- 
leeted,  that  the  river  issues  from  Lake  Erie  about  SO' 
miles  above  the  Falls,  and,  until  it  arrives  witlttn 
three  miles  of  them,  runs  with  a  smooth  current' 
and  an  undisturbed  surface.  The  bed  of  the  stream 
then  becomes  rocky ;  and  the  water  is  so  violently 
agitated  by  passing  down  successive  rapids,  that  a 
person  of  the  strongest  nerve,  standing  on  the 
riiore,  cannot,  without  difficulty,  refrain  from 
shuddering  at  the  sight*     Notwithstanding   tb» 
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r^riflity  H)f  the/ ettrrent^  its  violence  is  disj^yed 
Qtiy  Ml  each  side  of  the  rirer;  the  middle  remaiii-* 
h^  Miffioi^ntly  smooth  to  admit  of  boats  passings 
dowst  to  the  island^  that  separates  the  river 'into^ 
two  branches  before  the  waters  are  dashed  down 
the  precipice  which  forms  the  Falls.  As  the  car* 
refit  j»pproaches  this  island,  it  seems  to  run  with 
redoubled  velocity:  It  is  impossible  to  conceive 
anything  equal  to  the  force  and  sWiftness  of  its' 
progress  to  the  ledge  of  rocks  over  which  it  is  pro* 
felled,  till  it  impetuously  tumbles  into  the-  bed  of 
the  river  beneath,  with  a  noise  louder  than  that  of 
thunder.  When  the  waters  fall  into  the  tleep^ 
basin,  they  rebound  into  the  air  in  immense  i^he*. 
rieal  Qgures,  white,  as  snow,  and  sparkling  as  dia* 
mpnds*  :  These  figures,  after  rising  and  appa^ - 
rently  remaining  stationary  for  a  moment,  explode, 
at  tlie4op  and  emit  columns  of  spray  to  an  aston«^. . 
ishiiig  height.  They  then  subside,  and  are  sa6« 
ceed^d  by  others  .which/ appear  and  disappead^  in* 
the:S^Kli0 .  ttanner  / 

J^roitt  <  that  part  of  the  taUe*rock  which  y^t*^ 
rmiBips^  and  the  patibi  to  which  I  have  okrfnAy  ^ 
deferib«d^   the  spectator   commands  one  of  the 
grandest  and  most  romantic  view^^in  nature.    The 
tr^^l^ejidpi}?  rapids  above  the  Falls^-mGoafc  Island 
in  jljlifsr  »idst,  x^overed  with  treas  each  of  whioh^ 
8efi4i|.at  every  moment  about  to  be  swept  away, — ' 
the  Horse^shoe  Fall  immediately  below  the  Table* 
Rof^r-Fort  Schloper  Fall,  beyond  Goat  Island,-!- 
aQ4}i;he  .lirightfttr  gulf  beneath,  boiling  Mriih  per* 
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petual  rage^^f  and  shooting  upwards  immense 
volumes  of  sparkling  foam,  smoking  with  the 
a^pparent  intensity  of  furious  heat^ — are  a  few  of  the 
great  objects  which  are  forced  upon  his  attention. 

t  Since  this  chapter  was  put  to  pre88>  I  have  obtained  a  copy 
of  Professor  Dwight's  Travels,  which  are  just  published^  and 
contain  an  excellent  description  of  the  Falls  and  their  scenery. 
The  following  passage  explains  very  accurately^  as  well  as  philo* 
sophically^  the  peculiar  sort  of  ''  boiling"  described  in  the  text: 

**  You  will  easily  believe,  that  by  .  the  falling  of  such  a  mass 
of  water  from  such  a  height,  the  stream  below  must  be  intensely 
convulsed.  The  world>  It  is  presumed,  furnishes  no  example  of 
similar  agitation.  The  river  does  not,  however,  boil,  in  the  com- 
mon acceptation  of  that  word,  at  all.  The  whole  surface,  and 
probably  all  beneath  it,  is  a  body  of  foam,  differing  essentially 
from  what  I  have  seen  produced  elsewhere,  and  much  more 
strongly  indioating  the  immense  force  of  the  current  The  bub- 
bles, of  which  it  is  universally  composed,  are  extremely  small ; 
andleippear  continually  ascending,  and  spreading  on  the  surface 
in  millions  of  irregular  circular  areas.  These  are  all  limited  by 
lines,  formed  by  chains  of  the  larger  bubbles,  stretching  between 
the  several  areas,  so  as  to  mark  distinctly  the  extent  of  each.  The 
lines  themselves  fluctuate  unceasingly,  and  while  they  continually 
change  their  form,  move  along  the  surface,  also,  in  every  direc- 
tion.  Thus  the  whole  river  appears  in  one  common  convulsion, 
as  if  affected  with  a  deep  paralytic  tremor,  reaching  from  shore 
to  shore,  as  far  down  the  stream  as  the  eye  can  trace  it,  and 
i^parently  from  the  surface  to  the  bottom.  To  give  you  the 
impression,  which  it  made  on  my  mind,  I  think  of  no  better 
method,  than  to  say,  that  it  seemed  as  if  a  vast  volcanic  struggle 
had  commenced  beneath  this  world  of  waters,  whose  incumbent 
weight  hitherto  prevented  the  approaching  explosion. 

*'  The  cause  of  this  singular  phenomenon  may  be  thns  vrnder- 
stood.  Immediately  below  the  precipice,  the  bed  of  the  river, 
where  it  receives  the  falling  sheet,  is  of  Jmmense  depth.  Into 
this  reccptaole,  the  mass  of  descending  water,  plunging  fi*om 
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Another  place  from  wliioh  the  Falls  asisiime,  if 
pofsible^  It  more  striking  and  awful  appearance,  is 
at  the  bottom  of  the  cataract,  "f     The  precipice, 

sndi  a  height^  forces  its  way  to  the  bottom.  Here^  forming  a 
curve,  it  begins  to  ascend.  The  current  is,  however,  checked 
in  ererj  stage  of  its  progress  by  the  immeasurable  weight 'of  the 
snperincttmb^it  water.  The  motion  upward  must  therefore 
become  slow,  divided,  and  irregular.  In  these  circumstances, 
instead  of  a  current^  there  must  obviously  be  a  general  agitation, 
an  universal  heaving ;  such  hs  might  be  expected  from  the  throes 
.  of  an  earthquake.  As  the  ascending  current  is  thus  broken,  and 
enervated^  before  it  reaches  the  surface,  the  surface  is  not  bil- 
lowy, but  comparatively  level.  The  wavy,  tossed  aojpect  of  other 
streams,  immediately  below  their  cataracts,  is  the  result  of  a 
force,  applied  at  the  surface ;  or  of  a  current,  descending  only  to 
a  moderate  depth.  In  the  present  case,  as  the  ascending  current 
comes  from  a  depth  so  vast,  it  almost  equally  affects  the  whole 
mass,  and  cannot  disturb  the  common  level  by  the  smallest  fluc-i 
tnations.  The  whole  appearance,  ho^ev^r,  nuule  an  impression 
<m  the  mind,  of  an  agitation  incalculably  greater,  and  a  force  far 
more  astonishing,  than  tl^t,  which  produces  the  loftiest  billows 
of  the  ocean.  This  was  a  scene,  which  I  was  unprepared  to 
expect,  md  an  exhibition  of  the  force  of  water,  which  I  had 
never  before  imagined. 

"  Of  the  singular  depth  of  the  river  at  this  place,  no  spectator 
vifl  ask  for  proof.  To  others  it  may  be  alleged,  that  a  deep 
stream,  from  two  to  three  and  a  half  miles  wide,  is  here  con- 
tracted at  once  to  somewhat  less  than  half  a  mile ;  that  logs,  and 
other  substances,  after  descending  the  precipice,  continue  buried 
a  long  time  before  they  emerge ;  and  that  this  immense  mass  pf 
vater,  plunging  from  such  a  height,  has  been  so  long  and  so 
unceasingly  excavating  the  bed  below." 

t  I  cannot  describe  the  view  from  this  point  in  more  appropri- 
ate lar|rHage,  than  in  that  of  Doctor  Dwight : 

'*  The  emotions,"  says  he,  "  excited  by  the  view  of  this  stu- 
pendous scene,  are  unutterable.    When  the  spectator  casts  his 
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leading  to  this  spot,  is  descended  by  means  of  a 
ladder,  commonly  called  the  Indian  ladder y—9i  piece 
of  mechanism  simply  consisting  of  a  cedar-tree,, 
the  boughs  of  which  are  lopped  off  at  a  sufficient 
distance,  from  the  trunk  to  make  them  answer  all 
the  purposes  of  irregular  steps.  After  descending 
this  ladder,  the  perpendicular  height  of  which  is 
upwards  of  sixty  feet,  you  proceed  along  the  edge 
of  the  river,  which  is  covered  with  broken  rocks, 
the  wrecks  of  boats,  and  other  exuvue,  until  you 
arrive  at  the  bottom  of  the  Horse-shoe  Fall.  From 
this  place,  visitors  frequently  proceed  on  foot 
several  hundred  yards  within  a  prodigious  sheet  of 
caverned  water,  which  is  formed  by  the  overshoot- 
ing of  the  cataract.  But  they  must  be  men  of  the 
firmest  nerve,  who  venture  on  such  a  daring 
excursion;   for  the  most  undaunted  resolution  is 

eye  over  the  long  ranges  of  ragged  cliffs^  which  form  the  shores 
of  this  great  river  below  the  cataract ;  cliffs  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  in  height,  bordering  it  with  lonely  gloom  and  grandeur^  and 
shrouded  every  where  by  shaggy  forests ;  when  he  surveys  the 
precipice  above,  stretching  with  so  great  an  amplitude^  rising  to 
so  great  a  height,  and  presenting  in  a  single  view  its  awful  brow, 
with  an  impression  not  a  little  enhanced  by  the  division,  which 
the  island  forms  between  the  two  great  branches  of  the  river; 
when  he  contemplates  the  enormous  mass  of  water,  pouring  from 
this  astonishing  height  in  sheets  so  vast,  and  with  a  force  so  amaz- 
ing ;  wheA,  turning  his  eye  to  the  flood  beneath,  he  beholds  the 
immense  convulsion  of  the  mighty  mass;  and  listens  to  the  majes- 
tic sound  which  fills  the  heavens ;  his  mind  is  overwhelmed  by 
thoughts  too  great,  and  by  impressions  too  powerful,  to  permit 
the  current  of  the  intellect  to  flow  with  serenity." 
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in  danger  of  being  shaken,  on  looking  upward  at 
the  impending  rock,  which  continually  seems  to 
bend,  and  groan  beneath  the  rolling  flood  to  which 
it  serves  as  a  fearful  support  or  aqueduct.  From 
the  projecting  edge  of  this  rock,  the  mass  of  waters 
is  impelled  forward,  and  leaves  a  large  and  smooth 
expanse,  which  reaches  from  the  natural  sheet  of 
falling  water  to  the  very  base  of  the  gradually 
undermined  mountain.  If  the  atmosphere  be 
dense,  it  is  still  more  dangerous  to  engage  in  the 
bold  attempt  of  exploring  the  stable  foundations  of 
the  embedded  river ;  for  people  at  such  times  not 
unfrequently  lose  the  power  of  resjpiration  in  pro-, 
ceeding  far  beneath  the  rocky  ceiling.  *f   Notwith- 

-f-  Professor  Dwight  has  satisfactorily  accounted  for  the  difB*' 
cultj  occasionally  experienced  by  those  pedestrians  who  try  to 
get  behind  the  screen  of  falling  waters^  by  walking  along  the 
slippery  banks  of  the  river  from  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  already 
described.  He  has  proved^  that  the  height  of  the  river^  both 
abore  and  below  the  Falls>  depends  upon  the  quarter  from  which 
the  wind  blows.  "  Lake  Erie/'  he  nays,  "  is  regularly  raised  at 
the  Eastern  end  [^where  the  Falls  commence^  by  every  wind^ 
blowing  between  the  North-west  and  the  South-west.  A  strong 
Westerly  wind  elevates  the  surface  six  feet  above  its  ordinary 
level.  The  river  must  of  course  be  proportionally  elevated ;  and 
at  the  outlet  must,  when  such  a  wind  blows,  be  six  feet  higher 
than  the  general  water-mark.  Of  this,  also,  the  proof  is  sufficient^ 
if  it  can  need  proof,  in  the  appearance  of  the  banks ;  which  bear 
erident  marks  of  having  been  washed  to  a  considerable  height  above 
the  common  surface  of  the  stream.  All  parts  of  the  river  must  of 
coarse  partake  of  this  elevation.  At  the  cataract,  and  at  the  entrance 
into  Lake  Ontario,  it  must  be  higher  than  usual,  as  well  as  at  its 
efflux  from  Lake  Erie.     Immediately  below  the  cataract,  the  ele« 
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standing  this  and  various  other  ddngers^  to  which 
all  are  equally  exposed,  who  venture  to  sail  any 
considerable  distance  under  the  rock^  the  native 
fishermen  frequently  continue  th^re  for  hours 
together,  apparently  without  any  apprehension  of 
danger.  The  river,  immediately  beneath  the  Falls, 
affords  a  greater  quantity  of  fish  than  are  to  be 
found  in  any  other  piece  of  water  of  the  same 
extent  in  the  world.  Snakes  of  different  descrip- 
tions also  abound  upon  the  banks:  These,  when 
combined  with  the  other  terrors  of  the  place, — the 
frightful  roar  of  the  cataract,  and  the  troubled 
aspect  of  the  river, — tend  powerfully  to  augment 
the  fearful  propensities  of  the  astonished  visitor. 

The  whole  breadth  of  the  precipice,  or  Falls, 
including  the  islands  which  intervene,  is  1,335 
yards.  The  greatest  body  of  water  falls  on  the  Ca- 
nadian side  of  the  river,  and  on  account  of  the  form 
assumed  by  the  waters  before  they  are  dashed  from 
the  top  of  the  rocks,  is  designated  the  House-shoe 
Fall.     It  extends  from  the  shore  to  the  interme- 

vation  must,  I  thinks  be  at  least  six  feet;  for  the  river>  thbagb 
more  rapid,  is  scarcely  half  so  wide  as  at  the  efflux.  .  On  the  con- 
trary, whenever  the  wind  blows  from  the  North-east,  the  only 
easterly  wind  which  in  this  region  is  of  any  importance,  the 
waters  of  Lake  Erie  must  recede  of  course,  and  fall  considerably 
below  their  usual  level.  Whenever  this  is  the  fkct,  the  river  also 
will  be  necessarily  lower  tlian  at  any  other  time/' 

In  the  latter  case,  travellers  may  advance  dry-shod  along  the 
banks  behind  the  immense  sheet  of  water ;  but  the  attempt  must 
be  dangerous,  whenever  the  wind  blows  from  any  point  between 
the  North-west  and  South-west. 
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diate  island,  a  distance  of  600  yards.  Fort  Schlo- 
PER  Fall,  which  is  on  the  American  side,  presents- 
a  sheet  of  water  350  yards  in  width ;  and  the  Little 
Fall  extends  across  a  ledge  of  rocks  for  upwards 
of  140  yards*  The  quantity  of  water,  which  pour^s 
over  all  three,  in  every  minute,  is  estimated  at 
169,344,000  gallons. 

Many  stories  are  told  of  the  melancholy  fate  of 
persons,  who,  at  various  times,  have  been  carried 
down  the  rapids  in  attempting  to  sail  across  the 
river  which  flows  above ;  but,  I  believe,  the  only 
well-authenticated  anecdote  of  this  kind,  relating 
to  the  disasters  of  former  days,  is  that  of  an  In- 
dian. This  unfortunate  child  of  nature,  having 
Wome  intoxicated  with  liquor  after  a  fishitig 
excursion,  made  his  canoe  fast  to  a  rock  a  few 
miles  above  the  Falls ;  and,  reclining  on  the  bow, 
fell  asleep.  By  some  unknown  accident,  the  canoe 
was  loosed  from  its  moorings,  and  immediately 
floated  down  the  current.  While  the  surface  of 
the  water  continued  to  be  smooth,  the  slumbers  of 
the  uficenscious  man  were  undisturbed  ;  but  when 
his  frail  bark  entered  on  the  rapids,  and  became 
agitated  by  the  eddies,  he  suddenly  awoke  as  if 
from  a  frightful  dream,  terrified  with  the  roaring 
of  the  cataracts,  to  which  he  was  then  fast  approach* 
ing.  On  perceiving  his  perilous  situation,  and 
recovering  a  little  from  his  first  astonishment,  he 
laid  hold  upon,  his  paddle,  and  used  the  most  vio- 
lent exertions  to  escape  from  the  impending  de- 
struction.    When  his  repeated  failures  to  avert  the 
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siyift  cougr^a  oC  the  vemel  bad  ccuivinoed  him,  thafe 
all  endeavours  QQ.hid  part  would  be. unavailing, vhe 
Iai4  asidp  his  paddle,  composedly  rolled  himself  tip 
in  )}i^  blajaket,  end  puUiQg:the\rhisky  bottle  for 
the  last  time  to  his  lips,  quietly  lay  down  as  if  all 
danger  was  over.  In  a  few  moments,  he  and  his 
bark  were  precipitated  down  the  Falls,  and  no  oiia 
ever  more  saw  or  heard  of  his  remains,  or  those  of 
his  canoe« 

In  the  summer  of  1822,  a  similar  accident  befel 
two  unfortunate  white  men.  It  appears,  that  for 
some  time  past  a  part  of  Goat  Island,  which  sepa- 
r^tea  the  Falbi,  hc^  been  inhabited  and  under  culti- 
vaiiioii.  .Some  of  the  residents  who  were  on.  the 
poitit  of  quitting  their  perilous  abode,  were  en- 
ga^d  in  conveying, their  moveable  effects  to  the 
Canada  shore.  Th^  day  was  exceedingly  boisterous^ 
and  the  current  of  the  river  consequently  more 
violent  than  usual.  Four  men,  with  two  boats, 
were  engaged  in  taking  away  the  furniture ;  and 
when  the  first  trip  had  been  accomplished,  two.  of 
them,  being  apprehensive  of  danger  from  the  fury 
with  whioh  the  wind  blew  in  the  direction  of  the 
stream,  resolved  to  venture  no  more  until  the  storm 
should  abate.  They  communicated  this  determin- 
ation to  their  companions,  who,  laughing  them  to 
sqorn,  boasted  largely  of .  their  own  freedom  from 
fear,  and  returned  to  their  hazardous  employment : 
But,  in  a  few  moments  afterwards,  they-were  carried 
down  the  cataracts,  and  dashed  to  pieces.  A  short 
time  after  this  event,  a  table  which  had  been  in 
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the  fttine  boot,  was  discovered  in  the  river  at  thd 
foot'  of  the  Falls,  apparently  uninjured. 

The  noise  of  the  Falls  is  said  to  be  heard,  on  a 
cairn  evening,  as  far  as  Burlington  Heights^'f  a  dis^ 

t  This  if  given  as  a  fact  by  Professor  Dwight:  ''  The  noise  of 
this  cataract,"  says  he,  **  has  often  been  the  object  of  admiration, 
and  the  subject  of  loose  and  general  description.  We  heard  it 
distinctly  when  crossing  the  ferry  at  the  distance  of  eighteen  miles ; 
the  wind  blowing  fVom  the  north-west  almost  at  right  angles 
with  the  direction  of  the  sound.  Two  gentlemen,  who  had  lived 
some  time  at  York,  on  the  North  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  and 
irho  were  my  companions  in  the  stage,  informed  mc,  that  it  was 
not  nnfrequently  heard  there.    The  distance  is  fifty  miles. 

"  The  note,  or  tone,  if  I  may  call  it  such,  is  the  same  with  the 
hoarse  roar  of  the  ocean;  being  much  more  grave,  or  lessshriU, 
than  that  which  proceeds  from  other  objects  of  the  same  iM^ure^ 
It  is  not  only  louder,  but  seems  as  if  it  were  expanded  to  a  singular 
extent ;  as  if  it  filled  the  atmosphere,  and  spread  over  all  the  sur- 
nmndiiig  country.  The  only  variety,  which  attends  it,  is  a  con. 
tmoal  undulation  i  resembling- that  of  long  musical  chprds,  #heti 
strack  with  a  forcible  impulse.  These  undulations  succeed  eadi 
other  with  great  rapidity.  When  two  persons  stand  very  near  to 
each  other,  they  can  mutually  hear  their  ordinary  conversation. 
When  removed  to  a  small  distance,  they  are  obliged  to  halloo  ; 
and,  when  removed  a  little  farther,  cannot  be  heard  at  all.  Every 
other  sound  is  drowned  in  the  ten^>e6t  of  noise,  made  by  the 
water;  and  all  else  in  the  regions  of  nature  appears  to  be  dumb. 
This  noise  is  a  vast  thunder,  filling  the  heavens,  shaking  the 
earth,  and  leaving  the  mind,  although  perfectly  conscious  of 
safety,  and  affected  with  a  sense  of  grandeur  only,  lost  and  aston- 
ished, swelling  with  emotions  which  engross  all  its  faculties,  and 
nock  the  power  of  utterance. 

"  The  strength  of  this  sound  niay  be  illustrated  in  the  follQW- 
ing  manner :  The  roar  of  the  ocean  on  the  beach,  South  of  Long 
Island/ is  sometimes  heard  in  New-Haven,  at  the  distance  of 
forty  miles.    The  cataract  of  Niagara  is  heard  ten  miles  farther."' 
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tance  of  nearly  fifty  miles.  But  I  must  oonfess, 
that  I  do  not  believe  this  assertion,  unless  the  wind^ 
whieh  is  an  excellent  transmitter  of  sound,  blow 
exactly  in  that  direction.  The  waters  make  a 
report  which  might  be  heard  at  a  much  greater 
distance,  if, — instead  of  falling  into  a  profound 
gulf,  surrounded  on  every  side  with  hills  of  at  least 
350  feet  perpendicular  height,  which  confine  the 
sound, — they  fell  upon  a  horizontal  plain,  of  suffi- 
cient altitude  to  allow  the  sound  to  pass  without 
interruption  into  the  circumjacent  country. — As 
an  illustration,  consider  these  two  facts :  If  a  stone, 
of  given  dimensions,  were  let  fall  from  the  surface 
of  the  earth  into  a  well  100  feet  deep,  the^noise 
would  not  be  distinctly  heard  by  a  person  standing 
twenty  yards  from  its  mouth ;  but  if  the  same  stone, 
were  dropped  from  the  apex  of  a  steeple,  of  only 
half  that  height,  into  a  cistern  of  water,  the  sur-' 
face  of  which  was  on  a  level  with  the  earth,  the 
noise,  occasioned  by  its  splashing  in  the  water, 
would  be  distinctly  heard  at  above  five  times  the 
former  distance. 

The  perpendicular  height  of  the  Horse-shoe  Pally 
— from  the  edge  of  the  rock  over  which  the  water 
pours,  to  the  surJPace  of  the  basin  below, — is  160 
feet;  and  from. the  surface  of  the  river  to  its  bed, 
is  65  feet,  making  in  the  whole  a  depth  of  215 
feet;  which,  added  to  58  feet, — the 'difference  of 
level  in  the  stream  for  half  a  mile  immediately 
above  the  Falls,— gives  a  descent  of  273  feet,  in 
this  short  distance. 
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Previous  to  the  settlement  of  the  coantryalon^ 
the  hanku  of  the  Niagara  river^  great  numbers  o£ 
wild  beasts^  birds,  and  fishes,  might  be  seen,  dashed 
topieeesr^  at  the  bottom  of  the  Falls;  and  innu- 
merable birds  of  prey  were  continually  hovering 
over  their  putrid  carcases*  But  siiioe  this  part  of 
the  country  has  been  thickly  settled,  scarcely  any 
thing  is  to  be  found  in  the  bed  of  the  river  below  the 
Falls,  except  fishes,  and  a  few  water^fowl,  which 4 
on  alighting  in  the  rapids,  ai^e  unable  to  take  wing 
again,  and  Hre  soon  hurried  down  the  dreadful 
abyss* 

It  is  generally  supposed,  that  the  Falls  were 
once  as  far  do\^n  as  Queenstown,  and  the  suppo^ 
sition  seems  to  me  very  plausible.  The  appear^ 
afice  of  the  banks  on  <3ach  side  of  the  river  affords 
very  strong  presumptive  evidence  in  &v6ur  of  thu> 
notion ;  and  the  feet  of  the  constant  recession  of 
the  Falls,  observed  by  the  people  who  reside  in 
their  vieinrty,  is  no  less  confirmatory.  That  seven 
miles  of  lime-stone  strata  of  such  great  depth  should 
be  worn  awny  by  nothing  but  water,  will  appear 
too  preposterous  for  belief,  by  those  who  have  never 
stooped  to  the  drudgery  of  tolculation;  but,  if 
<m\j  the  fiftieth  part  of  a  barley-corn  was  worn 
away  in  every  iiour  since  the  creation,  supposing 
the  Falls  to  havethen  been  at  Queenstown,  or  a  little 
above  it,  they  would  now  be  within  a  few  perches 
etthe  pfeace  where  they  really  «re.  These  calcu* 
lations  receive  an  air  of  great  plausibility,  at 
least,   frcHU    the    rugged    features    of  the    banks 
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betM^een*  the  Falls  and  Qaeehgtown,  which  afibrd 
numerous  and  strong"  indications  oFthe  conTulsiims 
to  which  nature  has  been  subjected. 

Between  the  Falls  and  Fort  Erie  there  is  only 
one  small  village,  containing  about  a  dozen  faduses, 
with  several  military  stores,  and  two  or '  three 
taverns.  It  is  situated  on  the  Western  bank  of  the 
river  Welland ;  and  near  it  is  a  small  military  fort, 
called  Fort  Ghippawa. 

Larb  Erib  is  situated  on  elevated  ground,  on 
the  bank  of  the  Lake  from  which  it  derives  its* 
name.  During  the  late  war,  this  Fort  was  ^ much 
improved,  and  connected,  by  a  chain  of  tred  works, 
extending  about  1,100  yards  to  Snake  Hill,  on 
which  there  is  a  strong  Battery. 
^  L^RB  Erie  is  situated  between  41  and43deg. 
of  North  latitude^  and  between  79  and  82  of  West 
longitude.  It  is  231  miles  long,  and  63  and  a  half 
wide^  Ita  circumference  is  658  miles,  and  its 
greatest  ^eptb  40  fathoms.  The  Northern  banks 
aer  little  diversified,  and  exhibit  an  almost  perfect 
satnenesB  from  one  extremity  to  the  other.  The 
harboorsare  few  and  very  unsafe. 

Long  Point,  or  the  North  Foreland,  is  a  nar- 
row strip  of  land  projecting  Eastward,  from  the 
township  of  Walsingbam,  little  less  thim  20  miles, 
and  taot  exceeding  180  yards  in  breadth. 

At  TuRREV  Point,  projecting  from  the  main- 
land within  the  Foreland,  a  spot  has  been  surveyed 
and  laid*  out  for  a  Dock  Yard.  From  this  spot  to 
Amersburgh^i  nK>tbSng  interv^eoea  te  break  lAie  uki»< 
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fcruiity  of.  the  i^oMt;  if  we .  except  the  Rondeau,  . 
wbieh  18  a  small  Lake  of  about  9  miles  long,  and  3 
broad,   connected  with  Lake  Erie  fay  a  narrow 
passage  or  Strait. 

AuBRaBuifcGH  is  situated  about  3  miles  Urp  the 
Eastern  bank  of  the  Detroit  Rivar,  and  oontainji 
nearly  100  houses.  During  the  late  war,  it  was  a 
frontier  post  and  naval  depdt;  but  the  military 
works,  dock-yard,  and  stores,  were  destroyed ^fay 
the  English  in  1813,  when  they  were  compelled 
to  evacuate  it  by  an  overwhelming  American 
force. 

Fourteen  miles  beyond  Amersburgb,  pur8Uitig> 
the  course  of  the  river,  is  the  town  of  Sandwich, 
containing  about  60  houses,  with  a  Church,  Gaol, 
and  Ckmrt  House.  It  is  situate  in  a  very  JBne  pirt 
of  the  country,  immediately  oppoAte  tfae  Uaited 
States'  town  of  Detroit. 

From  Sandwich  to  Lake  St.  Claik,  the'  country- 
is  said  to  be  inferior  to  none  in  the  Proyiiicd.  >  Be* 
yond  this,  there  is  no  cultivated  land,  except  a  few 
small  patches  around  the  different  stations  of  the 
North  West  Company,  in  the  interior,  i  Lake  Sti 
Clair  forms  nearly  a  circle,  the  diameter  lof  which 
U  30  miles. 

Michigan,  situated  between  48  and  45^d^ees 
of  North  latitude^  and  between  85  and  87  of  Wpet 
longitude,  is  96S  miles  long,  6&  broad ^  and  731  in 
circumference. 

Lakk  Huron,  between  43  and  47  deg;  North  lat., 
and  between  80  and  86  deg.  West  long.,  is  218 
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miles  long,  andlOO  miles  broad,  being  812  miles  in 
circumference. 

.  Lake  Superior,  situated  between  46  ^nd  48 
degrees  of  Nprth  latitude,  and  between  8d  and  93 
of  West  longitude,  is  the  astonishing  length  of  381 
mileft  by  161 ;  the  circumference  of  which  is  1152 
miles* 

The  Lake  of  the  Woods  is  very  small.  Its 
North  West  angle  is  no  less  than  1826  miles  from 
Quebec. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  C ANAD AS  —  MILITIA  OF  THE  UPPER  PRO« 
VINCE — GENERAL  ASPECT  OF  THE  COUNTRY  —  PUBLIC  ROADS— « 
EODE  OF  SETTLING  THE  LOWER  PROVINCE  —  FEW  MOUNTAINS, 
AND  NUMEROUS  RITSRS,  IN  UPPER  C^ANADA— « THE .  MOST  IM- 
PBOVED  DI&TRICTB-— GREAT  VARIETY  OF  SOI L«-* MODE  OF  CUL- 
TURE AFTER  Fisrr  CLEARANCE,  AND  OF  ASCERTAINING  THE 
QUAUTY   OF   LAND. 


UppEB  CANADA  is  situated  hetween  42  and  45 
degrees  of  North  latitude,  and  between  73  and  95 
degrees  of  West  kmgitttde.  It  is  bounded,  on  the 
East,  by  Lower  Canada ;  on  the  North  East,  by 
the  Grand  or  Ottawais  river^  which,  in  that  direc- 
tion, separates  it  from  the  Lower  Province ;  on. the 
North,  by. the  territory  «f  the  Hudson's  Bay^Qom- 
peny ;  on.  the  South  and  South  East,  by  the  United 
States  of  America,  or  raUier^  by  an  imag^inary  line 
commenciB^  at  the  village  of  St.  Regis^  ahwA  55 
miles  from  Montreal,  on  the  parallel  of  the  45th 
degree  of  North  Latitude,  from  which  it  passes  up 
the  middle  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  Lake  Onti^rip, 
tiie  Niagara  River,  Lake  Erie ;  and,  continuing 
thence,  into  Lakes  Huron  and  Superior,  the  Long 
Lake  and  along  the  middle  of  the  chain  of  Lakes 
and  other  water-communication,  up  to  the^  North 
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West  angle  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods ;  and  thence 
due  *f  West  to  the  River  Missisippi.  On  the  West 
and  North  West  no  limits  are  assigned ;  Canada 
may  therefore  be  said  to  extend  itself  over  those 
vast  regions  which  spread  towards  the  Northern 
and  Pacific  Oceans. 

The  Upper  Province  is  now  divided  into  eleven 
Districts^  which  are,  the  Eastern,  Ottawais,  Johns- 
town, Batharst,  Midland,  Newcastle,  Home,  Gore, 
Niagara,  London,  and  the  Western.  These  Dis- 
tricts are  sab-divided  into  twenty-five  counties, 
which,  with  the  towns  of  York,  Kingston,  and 
Niagara,  send  forty-five  members  to  the  Provincial 
Parliament. 

As  every  man  in  the  Canadas,  from  the  age 
of  sixteen  to  forty-five  years,  capaUe  of  bearing 
arms,  is  obliged  to  be  enrolled  in  the  Militia, 
there  are  already  fifty-six  well-organized  regi- 
.  ments  in  Upper  Canada  alone.  These  regiments 
toverally  consist  of  between  three  and  five  hundred 
men,  exclusive  of  oflficers;  *80  that  the  effective 
militia  of  the  Province  may  amount  to  nearly 
28,000, — an  immense  body  of  men,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  whole  white  population  does  not 
exceed  160,000  souls. 

There  are  at  present  only  three  naval  stations 
in  the  whole  Province,  which  are  Kingston,  Grand 
River  Ouse,  and  Pentanguishine.   At  each  of  these 

t  ''  A  line  drawn  due  West  ftom  the  Lake  of  the  Woodi,  weald 
not  strike  the  M^sisippi."— Bouchstts. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


LOWXR  CANADA.  ]45 

You'seem  to  be  desirous  that  I  should  attempt 
to  giye  you  some  idea  of  the  general  aspect  of  the. 
Canadas*.  I  have  oooasioaally  touehed  on  this  jtt^ 
ject  in  my  former  letters ;  but  you  appear  to  be  of 
opinion^  that,  because  I  wrote  under  the  influenee 
of  first  impressions, — ^which,  you  think,  capse  us 
to  be  rather  lavish  of  our  praise  or  censure, — I 
spoke  more  favourably  of  some  particular  pjficea'' 
than  I  should  have  done,  if  I  had  waited  for  an 
opportunity  of  giving,  to  my  warm  and  hasty 
sketches,  a  cool  and  deliberate  consideration.  But> : 
my  dear  Sir,  although  your  remark  may  be  cor-o 
rect  in  its  general  application,  I  cavt  assure  ycm, 
that  it  is  by  no  means  so  with  respect  to  my  cerce-^ 
spMdence  with  you.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
describe  things  as  I  actually  saw  them,  and  not  ^as. 
th^y  appenared  to  the  eyes  of  my  imag^natipn^' 
spsotacled  as*  the  latter  were  with  .t^e  magnifying, 
lens. famished  by  a  per^sal  of* the  prqductio^s 
of  j^eceding.  writers.  My  opinions  respecting  the 
sowery  of  Lower  Canada,  now  that  I  hav.e.thrice 
^Wt^<i  .that  Province,  are  the  same  as  they  ^were 
when  I  first  beheld  it  after  the  tedium  pf  ^  six 
we^](s'  vcgrage.  Indeed,  I  am  now  more  thi^ 
erer  convinced^  that  he  who  can.  view  the  pic- 
toresque  scenery  of  the  country  from  the  ^trance 
of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  to  Quebec,  with  indif- 
ference, or  describe  it  without  ardour,  must  cer- 
tainly betray  a  lamen^ble  d^flcieincy  in  some  of 

Vol.  I.  L 
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the  finer  soarces  of  emotion.  Tlie  moiintains' 
frightful  peaks^ — ^the  valleys'  tenely  eavems^-— the 
fdreats'  solitary  retreats, — 'the  cataracts'  thfander- 
mg  iroar, — the  cultivated 'farm, — the  Mttifortable 
<JOttagie;-^and  the  silver^onantled  cIrarcSi 

'         ^l^ere  pmyers  are  penance,  and  each  priest  aGod«— 

are  the  feat^i^es  Which  distmguish  this  part  of 
banaida. 

F^^mQue^e^o  M(mtf^lyafulihenceto  Kingkkmy 
the  ii^vertler  is' still  pleased,  though  in  a  slighter 
d^grbe,  With  the  less  imposing,  but  more  culti*- 
vated  aspect  of  the  country.    Satiety  is  a'strtoger 
to  his  i>osom,  until  lie'bids  'adieu  to  the  St.  L&w^ 
tl^hbe.    Every  part  of  the  cotintry,  throNigh  whiok 
this  delightful  river  'deigns  to  pdur  ^itir^iv'itters  j6 
*a^  formidable  tbrrent^  or  a  plitdid  stnealn,  exhSlits  a 
cheef  idg  and  well-diversified  appearance.  -  It  is  true, 
"(he  hawthorn  hedge,   the  holly-^bush,  andihe  "iv^ 
mabtbd  steeple,  which  are  every  where  the  Oi4ia<- 
'mentd  of  BriUtin's  unexampled  isles,  tire  strangers 
to  this  otherwise  delightful  Province.    No  momr- 
iii^hts  of  ancient  glbry  or  of  ancient  magnificence 
'dhi][ilay  'their  venferable  heads,  directing  the  imagi- 
natibn  to  a(  rieitrospbct  of  dayB  that  have  passed.*^ 
'No  ^^Vuihed  palaces/'  the  ont^e  splendid' domiciles 
of  mbnbrdfas  who  have  mouldered  into  dust,«— 'no 
antique    'tbw)ers,  '  the    castellated    guardians 'of 
feudal   ittdepetiden6e,^ —  no  "  cloud-capt  *'  pyra- 
mids, the  tfacred  testing-piace  of  sleeping  majesty, 
'^^present^  their  ponderous  remains,  to  ptease  %he 
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aotiqiiariaii  curiosity  of  age,  or  to  foster  the 
rrnng  patriotism  of  yoath.  A  few  glittering 
steeples,  whose  resplendent  spires  never  saw  the 
son  of  centuries  pass  over  their  youthful  vanes, 
or  an  aged  oak  whose  trunk  has  become  weary  of 
conveying  annual  nutriment  to  its  decaying  boughs, 
are  the  only  objects  in  America  calculated  to 
awaken  a  sentiment  of  sadly-pleasing  recollection 
eonoeming  times  that  are  gone  for  ever,  or  heroes 
that  have  measured  out  their  span. 

The  ancient  history  of  this  continent  is  a  chaos, 
enveloped  in  darkness  and  obscurity ;  from  which 
scarcely  a  ray  of  light  is  emitted,  to  direct  us  in  our 
search  for  proofs  of  any  former  period  of  advanced 
civilization.  In  some  parts  of  fiouth  America,  in- 
deed, the  Spaniards  found  nionuments  of  the  grow- 
ings refinement  of  the  Incas  and  their  subjects ;  but 
none  of  them  are  fit  to  stand  a  comparison  with  the 
m<Miuments  which  existed  in  the  corresponding 
regions  of  the  old  world,  on  the  shores  of  China 
and  in  the  great  Indian  Archipelago.  The  case  of 
the  Mexicans  scarcely  forms  an  exception  to  the 
generally  uncivilized  condition  of  the  Indian  abori- 
gines, of  whom  it  may  be  said,  in  the  language  of 
Shakspeare, 

^ye !  in  the  catalogue  ye  go  for  men^ 

As  fafounds,  and  greyhounds,  mongrels,  spaniels,  curs. 

Ail  by  the  name  of  ooos. 

In  fact,,  the  New  World  is  completely  derelict  of 
objects  interesting  to  the  virtuoso,  in  any  branch 
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of  his  profession ;  ^  and  cannot^  in  that  respect, 
be  better  described  than  in  the  words  of  our  admir- 
able lyric  bard : 

No  bright  remembranoe  o'er  the  fimcy  plays ; 
No  daaflic  dream,  no  star  of  other  days. 
Has  left  that  visionary  glory  here. 
That  relic  of  its  light  so  soft  and  clear. 
Which  gilds  and  hallows  e'en  the  rudest  scene. 
The  humblest  shed  where  genias  once  has  been. 

Upper  Canada  is  a  level  country^  and  its  general 
Appearance  is  sombre  and  uninviting.  From 
Kingston,  as  far  as  the  Western  extremity  of 
the  Province,  one  or  two  places  excepted^  you 
travel  through  a  continued  forest;  the  prospect 
is  in  consequence  never  extensive,  but  commonly 
confined  within  the  limits  of  a  single  mile.  But 

Time  and  iNnusTRv,  the  mighty  two. 
Which  bring  our  wishes  nearer  to  our  Tiew, 

may  very  soon  effect  a   considerable   change,— 

t  Though  this  is  actually  the  cas^  yet  after  all  my  veneration 
for  antiquity,  I  heartily  accord  with  the  following  just  sentiment' 
expressed  in  the  Prefiice  to  Professor  D wight's  Travels:— ''A 
forest,— changed  within  a  short  period  into  fruitful  fields,  covered 
with  houses,  schools,  and  churches,  and  filled  with  inhabitants, 
possessing  not  only  the  necessaries  and  comforts,  but  also  Ae 
conveniences  of  life,  and  devoted  to  the  worship  of  Jehovah,— 
when  seen  only  in  prophetic  vision,  enraptured  the  mind  even  of 
Isaiah ;  and,  when  realized,  can  hardly  fail  to  delight  that  of  a 
spectator.  At  least,  it  may  compensate  the  want  of  ancient  castles, 
ruined  abbeys,  and  fine  pictures." 
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although  YEARS  have  rolled  on  and  found  it  the 
same,  and  industrt — Canadian  industry y  I  niean — 
has  in  many  instances  left  it  so ;  for  no  marked 
visible  change  has  been  effected  in  the  aspect  of 
this  f  highly  favoured  Province.     Blessed  with  the 
most  fertile  soil  upon  the  face  of  the  earthy  its  lazy 
occupants  seem  satisfied  if  they  derive  from  its  pro- 
ductiveness the  mere  necessaries  of  life^ — the  bare 
supports  of  animal  existence.     These^  as  well  as 
the  comforts  of  life^  it  yields  them  almost  spon- 
taneously ;  and,  in  the  midst  of  this  plenty^  they 
never  think  of  ornamenting,  or  even  properly  cul- 
tivating, their  fertile  estates.  In  many  parts  which 
I  could  point  out^  the  soil  is  so  exuberant,  and  the 
seasons  so  propitious,  both  to  the  growth  and  the 
preservation  of  crops,  that  the  life  of  its  inhabit- 
ants is  literally  that  of  Cowper's  happy  pair  : 

They  eat,  and  drink,  and  sleep,— what  then  ? 
Why,  eat,  and  drink,  and  deep  again ! 

To  the  scientific  traveller,  however,  this  province 
can  afford  but  little  pleasure,  if  we  except  the  Falls 
of  Niagara,  and  a  few  other  natural  curiosities. 
It  exhibits  little  but  immeasurable  forests,  the 
dreary  abodes,  of  wolves  and  bears,  —  log-huts, 
vUch,  though  always  clean  and  comfortable  within, 
have  a  most  gloomy -and  sepulchrftl  appearance 
from  without, — and  wretchedly-cultivated  fields, 
studded  with  ihe  stumps  of  trees,  and  fenced  round 
with  split  rails ;  a  mode  of  enclosure  with  which  I 

l3 
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can  never  agsociate  any  other  idea,  than  that  of 
sheep  eating  turnips.  The  roads,  if  roads  they 
may  be  called,  are  yet  so  very  bad,  that  any 
attempt  to  describe  them  to  you  would,  I  fear,  be 
altogether  fruitless.  In  a  single  day'&  journey  of 
thirty  or  forty  miles,  you  are  generally  necessitated 
to  perform  the  greater  part  of  it  over  miserable 
causeways,  con^osed  of  the  trunks  of  trees  from 
nine  inches  to  two  feet  in  diameter.  These  logs  are 
placed  across  the  f  oads^  in  all  moist  and  swampy 
places;  and,  with  very  few  exceptions^  they  are 
the  only  materials  which  are  used  in  the  formation 
of  our  dangerous  bridges.  As  these  logs  are  neither 
square  nor  flattened,  and  not  always  even  perfectly 
straight,  they  frequently  lie  so  far  apart,  that 
horses,  cows,  and  oxen  are  continually  in  danger 
of  breaking  their  limbs  in  passing  over.  Fewer 
accidents^  however,  occur  in  this  way,  than  might 
be  expected.  Cattle  of  all  kinds  in  this  country 
are  no  accustomed  thus  to  dance  upon  beech  and 
maple,  that,  before  they  attain  their  second  'year^ 
they  acquire  such  a  proficiency  in  the  art  of  log- 
walking,  that  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  to 
hear  of  an  American  horse  or  bull  becoming  a 
i'ope-dancer. 

Nature  has  probably  done  more  for  Upper  Ca* 
nada,  than  for  any  other  tract  of  country  of  equal 
clxtent ;  and  art  seems  to  conduct  herself  upon  the 
modest  principle,  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  unpar« 
donable  presumption  in  her,  to  attempt  the  further 
improvement  of  a  country  so  greatly  indebt^  to 
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tie  kind  indulgence  of  her  elder  sisten  Here  in, 
the  finesfc  field  tor,  the  exercise  of.  humaQ  industry 
and  iugenuity ; — a  soil  not, only  capable  of  produc-. 
ing  in  abundance  all  the  nece^isaries  of  life^  but 
equal  to  the  culture  of  its  greatest  luxuries; — ^ 
qlimatej,  not  qnly  favourable  to  the  human  con^iti- 
tution^  but  also  eminently  calculated  for  the  culti- 
vation of  every  species  of  grain  and  frujtt  And 
ye^  so  great  is  the  delusion  under  which  many 
EiMropkean&  still  labour  with  respect  to  the  vei^L 
oharaater  of  thia  fine  country,  that  most  of  thosfe 
who  haye  not  se^n  i^  compare  it  in  imagination 
with  t^  dieserts  of  Siberia ;  and  receive  all  that 
tjraveljlem  Relate  in  its .  favour  with  no  more  can^ 
deur  tlia^  can  be  expected  fir^mi  persons  who  evince. 
BO  wish,  to  be  undeceived.  Itareal  advantages^  how^- 
ever,,  are  now  becon;iing  fo  well  appreciated  by 
the  ii^hi^ltitants  of  Great  Bri^ain^  that^  on  a  mode* 
late  calculation^  it  annually  receives  an  accessfiox^ 
d  8,000  Eurppeap  settlers,  in  addition,  to  thoa^ 
wlUK  pan  over  f ropn  the  American  confines. 

Loww^  Canada  is  not  cmly  a  mor^  pieturesq^9 
gantry  than  the  sister  Provinca>  but,  hflkying  beeO; 
mii^h  loQger  settlcid,  the  roads  are  gref^tly  S9pe]^icM( 
sad  the  population  more  ceindensed.  The  prinoi- 
psl  road  rum  along  the  Nikrtb  b^nk  of  the  St« 
J^ivwwmWy  which,  as  we)l  a9  th^  Sputhem  bank, 
i«  thickly  90ttl9d,  The  farm-houses  stand  very  • 
close  to  each  other t^—ik  oireamftta^ee  from  whicli 
\k»  French  wril^js,'  in  their  e^:Agg0rftted  aiccQunM 
of  the  cauntry)  have   derived  the  rowmtip  idef^ 
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of  villages  60  miles  in  extent.    The  land  along; 
the  whole '  course  of  this  noble  river,  from  the 
point  where  it  discharges  itself  into  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  to  within  about  thirty  miles  above  Mont- 
real^  was  divided,  by  order  of  the  French  King, 
into  a  certain  number  of  Seigniories,  or  Lordships, 
which  were  granted  to  such  enterprising  cfaarikcters 
as  were  desirous  of  seeking  their  fortunes  in  the 
Trans-atlantic  forests.     These  Seigneurs^  or  Lords 
of  Manor,  were  bound  to  concede  their  possessions, 
in  lots  of  about  200  acres,  to  such  of  the  peasantry 
in  the  country  as  might  be  able  to  back  their  appli- 
cations for  land  with  respectable  testimonials  of 
their  loyalty  and  good  character.    On  obtaining 
farms,  the  peasantry  were  bound  to  become  actual 
settlers,  to  clear,  within  a  certain  period,  a  specific 
portion  of  each  lot,  to  keep  open  the  public  road, 
and  to  fulfil  certain  other  conditions  which  will 
hereafter  be  detailed.     Each  of  the  lots  runs  along 
the  course  of  the  river  about  38  English  perches, 
and  stretches  backwards  into  the  country  about 
1018.    When  the  land  which  fronted  the  riv^r  was 
>  settled,  the  Seigneurs  formed  other  conciMsions 
in  the  rear  of  the  former,  which,  in  their  turn,  also 
became  settled :  But  as  it  is  usual  in  every  part  of 
the  Cemadas,  to  clear  only  the  front  of  each  lot, 
leaving  40  or  50  acred  of  wood  in  the  rear  for  fuel 
and  other  domestic  purposes,  a  stranger  would 
hardly  suppose  that  any  settlements  existed  beyond 
the  visible  boundaries  ^of  the  cleared  lands.     This 
custom  affords  a  good  reason  why  tb^  country  still 
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reiaiitt   the   same    wooded  ap|>earance  which  it 
had  a  few  years   after  iU  fit^t  settlement ;    alnd 
wliy^  as  I  before  observed^  yoa  oan  seldom  extend 
your  view  beyond  the  limits  of  a  mile.    On  the 
banks  of  all  the  minor  rivers  which  communicated 
witii  the  St.  Lawrence,  similar  settlement^  have 
been  formed,  and  of  late  years  many  townships 
have  been  surveyed  and  partially  settled,  whichr 
are  far  remote  from  navigable  waters.    The*  only 
picturesque  scenery  in  the  Province,  is  that  which 
borders  immediately  on  the  rivers.  The  new  town- 
ships of  the  Lower  Province  exhibit,   in  every 
Udng  except  the  inferiority  of  the  soil,  an  appear- 
ance   very  similar  to  those    of  Upper  Canada: 
Gloomy  forests,  rail-fences,  log-huts,  and  decayed 
stumps  are  nil  the  inanimate  objects  which  present 
ihemselvesy   in  Varying  groups,   to  diversify  the 
prospect;   and  though  you,  now  and  then,  hear 
the  hammering  of  the  Wood-pecker,  the  growl  of 
the  Bear,  the  monotonous  note  of  the  Blue  Jay,  or 
some  other  equally  cMractioB  music,  their  iincheer- 
iBg  discord    redoubles,  instead  of  dispersing,  the 
gloom  which  frequently  arises  within  the  minds  of 
those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  more  busy 
scenes  and  to  more  lively  society. 

In  Upper  Canada  there  are  no  mountains,  and 
but  very  few  hills.  The  only  one  of  any  note,  is 
tliat  which  extends  from  the  head  of  Quinte  Bay, 
along  the  North  side  of  Lake  Ontario  to  its  Western 
extremity,  whence  it  afterward  pursues  an  Eastern 
direction  until  it  embanks  the  river  Niagara.    The 
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^oDfi^iatiB  oall  thk  ^^  a^  VMxmtain,^^  aUboughi  ito- 
gre^teet  altitude  clooa  not,  e^e^d  340  feet,  and  iU 
gs^neral  height  not  more  t^an  8$.  or  lOQ  feetf, 
This  hill, .  notwithstanding  its. great  ejntent^  ten4s^ 
¥ery  little  to  diventify  the-  oountry.  An  A^ro- 
la^t,  in  hia  towering  flight,  might  posfiibly  derive 
some  pleajBUf  e  from:  the  contemplation  of  it,  wd 
Wght,  from  his  lofty  hallooq,  perceive  ipany  pic* 
turesq^ie  and  romantic  spots  along  its  ridgc^ ;  but 
many,  of  these  are  concealed,,  hy  the  int^rventipn 
of  koperviable  foreate,  from  the  observation  of 
pedestrian  or  equestrian  travellers.  . 

If  the  banks  of  the  navigable  rivers  in  Upper 
Gasiada  were  settled  like  those  of  the  sister  Pro- 
^noe,  the  newly-cleared  farms  would  greatly  add 
to  the  beauty  of  the  country.  The  Ottawais  or 
Grand  River,  which  empties,  itw^lf  iqto  the  St. 
Lawrence  about  thirty  miles  West  of  Mon^rwl,  is 
a  very  extensive  and  beofitiful  fiver*  It  is.  navi- 
gable hy  boatS|  almost  from  its  tonrpe  to  its 
mouth. 

The  Trent  rises  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
River  Lakes,  and,  after  running  a  course  of  more 
than  100  miles,  &Ils  into  the  Bay  oi  Quinte. 

The  Grand  River  Ouse  disembogues  itself  into 
Lake  Erie,  about  40  miles  from  its  Basteim  extre- 
mity. It  is  navigable  by  small  craft  for  aboyt  I^Q 
miles;  and  soiQe  of  the  riches^  and  most  beautiful 
flats,  or  prairie  lands,  in  the  Province,  border  oq 
its  banks^  and  are  occupied  by  the  Indians  of.  the 
Six  Nations. 
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The  river  Thmies  ritecr  ib  a  part  of  the  ediintry. 
yet  unexpliored;  and,  after  whuHnf  aloiig  in  at 
serpentine  coarse  of  more  than  .300  miies^  fsUs 
into  Lake  St.  Clair.  On  the  banks  of  tin  finv 
rirer,  lie  thousands  of  acres  of  flats^  similar  to  those 
on  the  Grand  River.  Thn  soil  is  fonsed  .by  tho*. 
annaal  overflowing  of  the  river^,  and  is  not^  I  an 
oonfidenf^  inferior  in  richness  to  any  in  the'  uni^i' 
verse,  not  even  excepting  the  river-bottoms  on 
the  Ohio.  It  jfirodiices^  the  most  frtiitfal  crops^  of 
Indian  com  imaginable ;  but  is  too  rieh  for  wheat, 
obIs,  or  any  common  grain.  Potatoes,  turnips, 
and  all  kinds  of  ciSitinttry  plsoits  and  vegetables,  are 
cultivated  on  these  flats  with  astonishing  sneeess* 

Beside  these  rivers,  there  are  innumerable  fine 
brooks  and  rivalets,  rnnning  throii^h  every  town-* 
ship.  These  are  all  called  ^^  creeks,"  by  the  Asm- 
rioans ;  fo^  what  reraon,  or  by  what  authority,  I 
have  never  been  able  to  ascertain* 

The  most  iiliproved  parts  of  Upper  Canada  are, 
from  the  line  which  divides  it  from  the  Lower  Pro* 
vmce,  to  the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Quinte,  a  distance 
of  nearly  150  miles ;  from  Fort  George  to  Queens? 
town,  for  seven  itiiles  along  the  Niagara  river ;  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sandwich  and  Amersburgh. 
Emnry  other  part  i^ears  but  in  its  infancy ;  and 
yet,  yonn^  as  are  the  settlements,  and  great  as 
were  the  diftraltibs  with  ^irfaich  the  first  inhabit* 
ants  had  to  contend,  in  their  efforts  to  redeem  the 
wilderness  from  its  sterility,  you  observe  not  a  joyr 
len  countenance  among   them:     In  the  uninter* 
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rupted  enjoymeiit  of  liberty,  and  the  enlivening^ 
anticipation  of  independence/ these  happy  lords  of 
the  forest  spend  their  days  in  toilsome  pursuits, 
without  a  murmur.  Every  tree'  that  falls  by  the 
force  of  their  axe  is,  in  reality,  the  removal  of 
another  obstacle  to  their  increasing  prosperity; 
and  iiever  fails  to  occasion  a  delightful  reflection, 
which  softens  toil  and  sweetens  labour.  The  vista 
which  the  woodman's  axe  has  gradually  opened 
through  the  forest,  and  the  extended  view  which  it 
reveals  to  the  beholder,  prefigure  the  scenes  of  the 
future  part  of  l^s  life,  through  which  he  may -see 
the  probable  issue  of  his  diligent  endeavours,  and 
the  independence  of  his  successors.  They  toil  for 
themtelves,  fearless  of  the  oppressor's  grasp,  and 
unawed  by  the  menaces  of  a  lordly  master,  or  the 
more  unfeeling  threats  of  his  upstart  hirelings. 

In  several  parts  of  the  Miidland  District,  and 
particularly  about  the  Bay  of  Quinte,  the.  quality 
of  the  soil  is  very  good :  but  it  is  only  in  the  Gore, 
Niagara,  London,  and  the  Western  Districts,  that 
every  township  is  composed  of  first-rate  land^ 
From  the  Bay  of  Quinte,  to  York,  along  Dundas 
Street,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  rather  inferior  land. 
Between  York  and  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  on 
each  side  of  the  Great  Western  road,  the  settle- 
ments are  very  numerous;  and  the  soil,  though  not 
exceedingly  prolific,  seems  to  be  tolerably  well*, 
cultivated.  Still  pursuing  the  Western  road,  from 
the  head  of  Lake  Ontario  to  the  reserves  of  the  Six 
Nations,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Ouse,  the  land 
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is  found  to  improve.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ancaster^  there  dre  many  extensive  and  well* 
cleared  farms;  but  the  boU  is  light  and  sandy ^  and 
consequently  wanting  in  durability.  From  the 
liver  Ouse^  to  Lake  St  Clair^  the  land  is  allowed 
by  all  unprejudiced  persons^  acquainted  with  the 
country^  to  be  generally  not  inferior  to  any  traot 
of  equal  extent  on  the  American  Continent.  In 
most  palrts,  a  fine  black  vegetable  mouldy  between 
six  and  nine  inches  in  depths  covers  a  bed  ci 
deep  grey  clay^  or  sandy  loom^  entirely  free  from 
stones.  In  other  parts^  the  vegetable  mould  is  lai4 
upon  a  substratum  of  yellow  clay,  which^  if  turned 
up  in  wet  weather,  is  very  liable  to  bake. 

Returning  again  to  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario, 
and  following  the  road  which  leads  to  Fort  George, 
and  thence  to  Queenstown,  the  land' will  in  gene- 
ral be  found  of  a  quality  superior  to  that  between 
York  and  Ancestor,  but  not  so  good  as  that  of  tl^e 
Western  country.  In  many  of  the  new  townships 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Simcoe,  the  land  is 
of  an  excellent  quality :  It  is  indeed  universally 
acknowledged,  that  dl  the  new  surveys  are,  in 
point  of  fitness  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture, 
greatly  superior  to  the  old  ones,  offering  to  settlers 
every  inducement,  but  the  primary  one  of  water- 
communication  with  the  more  distant  parts  of  the 
country, — an  advantage  of  which  the  majority  of 
these  townships  are  entirely  destitute. 

I  have  not  a  doubt,  but  that  there  are  millions  of 
acres  in  the  Province,  which,  if  cultivated  accord- 
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ing  to  the  systenn  pvriHied  by  Engliak  ^rieul- 
4iiri0t8^  .and  ecMnmitied  to  the  oare  of  skilful  and 
uulustriottB  Labourers,  iwQuld  produce  crops  iu( 
•hundant  as  those  of  ^  any  i>ther  oountry  in  the 
i^^orld.  But  I •' Imve  never  observed  a.si^Je.  acre  of 
iaAd^  in /either  of  tibe  Ganadas,  that  "was  so  cuiti* 
vated  as  .to  |>rodii0e  more  than  two«-thirds  of  the 
jgrain,  which,  under  more  judicious  m«;iageine^, 
it  would  certainly  luive  been  fiQitnd  to  yield.  Wh^a 
the  land  is  first  clewed,  ii  is  ejithw  sown  with 
upbeat  or  planted  with  Indian  coiin.  Crops  of  thejie 
•^esoini^ions  succeed  each  other,  without  intermis- 
aion  or  ploughing,  for  three  o^  four  years  together: 
At  the  expiration  df  ibis  period,  weeds  have  grown 
apaoe^  and  the  farmeir  is  ^at  length  cqpi^peHed  to 
introduce  the  (dough-fsfhaffe,  wbioh,  it  is  true,. is 
rather !  an  awkward  'instrument  among  the  stumps. 
It  is  however,  of  essential  service :  It  tuma  up  a 
partofthe  sdil  that  aflEbrds  coveiringfor  another 
orop,  which  is  always  put  in  by  the  farmer  without 
his  .bestowing  a  single  thought  cpncerning  a  sum- 
rmer  ifallow,  or  any  thing  of  tlHit  nature  :  The  next 
year,  the  roots  of  the  trees  become  more  j^otten^ 
and  the  plough  consequently  more  e^cacious. 
Another  crop  is  tried,  ftnd  so  on , for  16  or  20 
yeam,  .without  any  admii:ti;^re  of  manure,  or  the 
sliglitest  atteottion  to  a  ^regul^  rotation  of  cjrops, 
until  the  soil:  becomes  oompl|E»teIy.  exhausted.  ,In 
this  manner,  thousands  of  acres  pf  ejccellent  .sful 
have  been  rendered  incApable  of  producing!  the 
most  ordinary  necessaries  of  life,*^land   which^ 
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instead  of  running  out,  inroiild  faave  become  yet 
rieher  and  more  produotiTe  tinder  a  proper  eowtm 
cf  tittage. 

In  every  part  of  Ametdea,  tbe  quality  ef  the 
mil  19  aaoertained/more  by  tbe  timber  wkioh  it 
l^rodacea^  than  by  tbe  appeltrance  of  its  evrfEM^e  or 
Ike  nature  6f 'its  substrata.  Ladd,  apen  ^ithioh 
HbA  auA  white  Walnut,  Ohesnut,  Hiecory,  and 
Basswood/grow,  k  esteemed  the  best  on  the  con* 
tinent.  That  wbidh  is  covered  vAth  Maple,  Beech, 
and  Cherry,  is  reckoned  as  second-rate.  Thoe6 
parts  which  produce  Oak,  Elm,  and  Ash,  are  es- 
teemed excellent  wheat-land,  but  inferior  for  all 
other  agricultural  purposes.  Pine,  Hemlock,  and 
Cedar  land  is  hardly  worth  accepting  as  a  present. 
It  is  however  difficult  to  select  any  considerable 
ix^uct  of  land,  which  does  not  embrace  a  great 
variety  of  wood ;  but,  when  a  man  perceives  that 
Walnut,  Chesnut,  Hiccory,  Basswood,  and  Maple, 
are  promiscuously  scattered  over  his  estate,  he  need 
not  be  at  all  apprehensive  of  having  to  cultivate 
an  unproductive  soil.  While  on  .the  other  hand, 
he  whose  unlucky  stars  have  set  him  down  amid 
huge  Pines,  wide-spreading  Hemlocks,  slender 
Cedars,  and  stunted  Oaks,  will  do  well,  to  accede 
to  the  advice  of  the  poet, 

To-monow  to  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new ! 

Along  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Ontario,  particularly,  between 
York  ta]l  the  Western  extremity  of  the   Lake, 
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the  ^  barren  sort  of  soil  preponderates.  In  the  Ii(m4 
don  and  Western. Districts,  and  in  ipany  of  the 
new  townships  in  the  Gore,  Home,  and  NewiSBBt 
tie  Districts,  there  are  not  liiore  Pines  and  Cedasrs 
than  suffice  for  building  materials  and  fencii^ 
timber  for  home*consamption*  Indeed  there  are 
several  townships  in  the  Western  Districts^  entirely 
destitute  of  Pine  timber, — ^a  circumstance,  whicfa^ 
though  it  argues  much  in  favour  of  the  soil,  id 
nevertheless  attended  with  m^ny  serious  mcon«> 
veniences. 
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MORE  PARTICULAR  SKETCH  OF  THE  DIFFERENT  DISTRICTS—- 
CASTERV>  INCLUDING  JOHNSTOWN  AND  BATHURST— ITS  COMMER- 
CIAL AND  AGRICULTURAL  ADVANTAGES  — MILITARY  8ETTLE- 
MlN'^-*^TTSNTI01f  OF  THE  OOVBRNMENT  TO  ITS  IMPROVEMENI 
AND  PROSPERITY  ^— VILLAGE  OF  PERTH  •^-h  THE  CHARACTER  OV 
ITS  POPULATION— MIDLAND  DISTRICT^— NEWCASTLE  DISTRICT-* 
HOME  DISTRICT  —  EXQUISINO,  CHINGUACOUSY^  AND  NASSAUCYA 
—INHABITANTS  AND  POPULATION  —  GORE  DISTRICT  —  NIAGARA 
VSTRICF^ITS  PROXiMIfy  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  —  LONDON 
AND  WBSTtRN  DISTRICTS  —  UNlflMBERBD  LANDS^  COl^MONLY 
CALLED   PLAINS-*- OPINIONS  OF   THE   INDIANS   ABOUT   THEM^  &C. 

Having  gi^en  you  a  slight  sketch  of  the  whole 
Province  of  Upper  Canada^  I  shall  now  attempt  a 
more  partieular  description^  and  speak  of  each 
District  separately.  This  is  the  more  necessary  as 
th^  difier  greatly  in  their  soil  and  climate^  as  well 
•s  in  their  eomniereial   and    agricultural   advan- 


Intte  Emtern  Districts,  including  thbse  of 
Otiawieuby  Johnstown,  and  Bathurst,  the  soil  is  in 
general*  of  aA  inferior  quality :  Yet  those  town- 
lUfB  which  are  watered  by  the  Grand  River  and 
tlte  St.  Law^enee,  are  said  to  be  exceedingly  fer- 
tile.   In  many  parts,  however,  the  land  is  much 

Vol.  I.  M 

Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


162  ^H£  EAStfiRN  DISTRICTS. 

too  sivampy,  and  composed  of  a  cold  clayey  loam, 
— circumstances  which,  in  Canada,  wholly  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  making  good  roads.  The 
proximity  of  these  districts  to  the  Montreal  mar- 
ket, and  the  facilities  Which  their  direct  water- 
communication  with  the  Atlantic  affords,  would, 
in  the  eyes  of  a  superficial  observer^  give  them  a 
'  decided  preference  to  every  other  district  in  the 
Province;  but  the  severity  of  the  climate  more 
than  counterbalances  these  great  advantages^  and 
renders  them  far  less  desirable,  as  places  of  resi- 
dence for  agriculturists,  than  many  of  the  more 
remote  townships  on  the  shores  of  Erie  and  St. 
Clair.  It  is  of  little  advantage  to  a  farmer  to  find  a 
convenient  market,  if  he  has  nothing  to  dispose  of; 
and  from  the  general  character  of  the  Eastern 
districts,  there  is  no  great  probability  that  the 
inhabitants  will  ever  have  a  surplus  produce  6f 
any  eonsiderable  amount.  Winter- wheat  is  a  very 
4incertain  crop,  ever  in  their  best  soils,  and  Indian- 
corn  seldom  arrives  at  maturity :  Both  these  un- 
propitious  results  are  owing  to  the  severity  of  ike 
climate.  Early  frosts  in  the  Autumn,  and  late 
ones  in  the  Spring,  too  frequently  render  abortive 
the  exertions  of  persevering  industry*  I  am  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  a  gentleman,  who  for  more 
than  20  years  resided  in  one  of  these  Districts, 
and  who  is  now  in  that  of  London.  He  has  repeat- 
edly declared  to  me,  that  he  would  rather  have 
£0  acres  of  land  in  either  of  the  Western  districts, 
than  600  in  the  most  productive  townships  in  that 
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O^.Ottawaia^  Johnstown^  or  Bathurst.  He  sa^s^ 
&w  farmers  in  those  districts^  on  an  average  of  ten 
years,  succeed  in  raising  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
'^  bread-stuff"  for  their  own  consumption^  and 
c<msequentl]^  never  think  about  cultivating  any  for 
market. 

The  Military  Settlements  of  Perth,  Rich- 
ii^nd,  and  Lanark,  comprising  some  of  the  best 
townships  in  the  District  of  Batburst,  have  be^n 
so  fortunate  as  to  engross  the  almost  exclusive 
attention  of  Government.  Assistance  has,  in  va- 
rious ways,  been  afforded  to  the  settlers,  who  are 
not  subject  to  many  of  those  enormous  fees  which 
are  exacted  from  the  inhabitants  of  other  town- 
ships. The  Government  selected  this  spot  as  a 
settlement  for  several  half-pay  officers,  and  sol- 
djers  discharged  from  the  various  regiments  that 
had  served  in  the  Canadas.  I  dare  say,  they  are 
i^fficiently  contented  with  the  allotments  assigned ; 
and  ipot^  heartily  do  I  wish  them  all  the  happiness 
which  they  can  derive  from  contemplating  poison- 
ous swamps,  blighted  corn,  and  frozen  cucumber^. 
Such  sights  are,  to  say  the  least,  as  well  calculated 
to  cheer  and  elevate  the  spirits  of  men, 

As  stormy  floods  and  camt^t^eova'A  iidda: 

^'BiUtiift  amdiorating. effects  which  human  industry 
*Vf^!f9iiij  produces  on  the  rugged  face  of  nature, 
.^  bd^ld  with  satisfaction  in  several  parts  of  this 
.  Piftrict^,  Already  have  the  fields  begun  to  wear 
\^,m^  smiling  aspect;  tbe  woods  disappear^  and 
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Bomd  of  the  obstinate  morasses^  have  yielded  to  the 
arts  and  labour  of  the  husbandman. 
,  /fhe  village  of  Perth,  which  is  the  only  one  of 
^t\y  consequence  in  the  Military  Settlements,  is 
rapidly  increasing  both  in  extent  and  population* 
I^  now  contains  three  places  of  worship,  a  g^EtoI, 
coart-faouse,  atid  market-place,  \vith  a  variety  of 
decent*looking  private  buildings.  Perth  is  the 
dcip6t,  from  which  such  of  the  settlers  as  are  fur- 
bished by  Goveftimebt  with  provisions  and  imple- 
ments of  agriculture,  obtain  their  supplies.  And 
m4ny  6f  the  officers,  to  whom  I  hava  alladed, 
reside  in  the  village  and  its  environs. 

l^faose  of  our  settlors  who  separated  from  us  at 
La  Chine,  ^  have  taken  up  their  abode  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Perth,— I  think  in  the  township  of  Goul- 
buiti.  I  h&ve  seen  letters  from  several  of  them^ 
V^h  sp^c^k  of  the  soil  being  very  rich,  but  rather 
»w^p9py;  notwithstanding  which,  every  one  appears 
pelrfectly  satisfied  with  his  situation. 

.  These  Districts  are  settled  by  men  of  different 
nations.  In  the  county  of  Glengary,  the  inhabitants 
are  almost  exclusively  Scotch :  In  the  Military  Set- 
tlements, the  majority  are  Irish,  and  the  rest  Scotch 
aad  English.  Along,  th^  banks  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence, from  Glengary  to  the  Eastern  line  of 
Plattsbut^gh^  Americans,  Hollanders,  and  Geru^s, 
We^  fer  the  most  part,  the  owners  of  thesmL  The 
ihiree  DistHets  comprise  about  3&^09(y  inhabitants. 

t  S^  page  83. 
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*  The  coinmunicfation  between  Upper  and  Jjovsret 
Can^da^  from  Montrbail  to 'Kinoiston^  was  till 
lately  by  the  route  of  the  St.  Lawrence  ^  and  as 
the  opposite  bank  of  this  river  was^  for  part  of 
that  dist^nce^  an  enemy^s  couxitry,  during  the  late 
war,  the  transportation  of  stores,  troops,  or  mer* 
ehtod^ze,  along  that  line,  w^  acconfiplished  with 
nuch  risk  and  inconvenience.  The  numerous* 
straits  and  rapids  in  the  river^  between  the  two 
Provinces,  afibrd  an  enemy  good  opportunities  for 
intercepting  supplies  and  injuring  commerce.  To 
dbviatethis  difficulty,  was  an  object  which  long 
ecGupied  the  attenjLion  of  Government:  After 
Several  schemes  had  been  devised,  it  was  at  len^h 
resolved  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Otta- 
wail,  oir  Grand  River,  which  flows  into  the  St. 
Lawrence  only  a  few  ipiles  above  Montreal.  For 
Idore  ibaii  120  miles  from  its  junction  up  to  tyfe- 
pec^^ — the  point  at  whicji  land-communicatio&  is 
intended  to  begin, — the  Ottawais  ifi  navigaUe, 
with'tbe  eij:ception  of  one  part,  iO'  which  a  dan- 
gerous rapid  occurs,  called  ^'  the  Long  Sault  f^ 
Thfe,  however,  will  be  avoided,  by  a  canal  of 
twfdve  miles,  six  or  eight  of  which  a«*e  now  finished 
un^r  t)ie  direction  of  Government.  From  Ne- 
pean,  a  graild  military  road  has  been  commenced, 
which  will  f oon  be  completed :  It  will  then  afford 
a  good  and  uninterrupted  line,  upwards  of  120 
milesrin  extent,  through  a  fine  country,  every  part 
of  which  will  soon  be  thickly  settled  and  well  cul- 
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ti  vated.  By  this  route ,— which  will  not  be  exposed 
iu  any  part  of  it  to  the  attack  of  the  Americans,— 
produce  and  merchandize  may,  both  in  time  of  war 
and  peace,  be  conveyed  a  distance  of  240  mil^s, 
if  npt  more  quickly,  yet  with  greater  safety, 
than  by  the  old  course  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Hie 
ijohabitants  of  the  townships,  through  which  thisr 
important  road  psfsses,  have  an  additional  stimulus 
gfiyen  .to  their  exertions,  on  account  of  the  incrie^as- 
ing  facilities  which  will  be  thus  afforded  to  the 
transportation  of  their  imports  anci  exports. 

.^bo  Midland  District,  in  which  is  the  tbwn  of 
It^ingstpn,  enjoys  a  very  favourable  climate  and  a 
9Qii^w.hich  is  tolerably  free  from  swamps.  The  Tand 
a|l  rpund  the  Bay  of  Quinte  is  of  an  excellent 
quality,  though  rendered  very  unproductive  by  that 
iftdigeillious  weed^  the  Canadian  thistle.  All  efforts 
tp.  ex;tirpate  this  mtruder  have  hitherto  prov6rd^ 
ineff<^cjtuai,.aiyl  it  is  vaiq  to  expect  a  good  drop 
f];o^  those  lands  in  which  it  has  once  made  Tts 
a|>pi^ar^ce«  This  District  was  first  settled 'ly^ 
those  persons  who  adhered  to  the  royal  caus^ 
during  .the  revolutionary  war,  and  were  feompeRed 
Qn  its  termini^tion  to  take  refuge  in  the  British  ter- 
ritories. There  are  now  a  few  European  adven- 
turers amongst  them ;  but  the  majority  of  Its 
inhabitants  are  the  descendants  of  these  Anti- 
republicans.  The  situation  of  this  District  is  very 
favourable  to  the  prosecution  of  commerce ;  but  it 
is  the  opinion  of  all  men  of  extensive  information. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


HOME  DISTRICT.  167 

that  it  prc^nts  very  few  advantlagesi  to  agricul- 
turists.    It  contains  21,000  inhabitants.  '  ' 

..  In  most  parts  of  the  Newcastle  Distiuc*t  thie' 
soil  is' very  good,  but  especially  so  in  the  townshipsi 
of  Cttvaji  and  Monaghan.  It  is  well-wateted  by' 
the  river  Trent  and  its  tributary  streams.  On  th^" 
whole,  I  think  it  greatly  superior  both  to  the'Basit^' 
em' and  the  Midland  Districts.  Its  climate  is  ittt/cfi' 
better;  its  soil  equally  good;  and  its  population 
likely  to  become  more  numerous .  and  cotidehs^j 
It  contains  at  present  10,000  souls.  ^  ^  ^ 

.  The  Home  District,  in  which  is  York,  the  sea^ 
orgavemment,  has  a  great  variety  6f  &oit ;  sotee 
of  which  is  very  excellent,  and  som^  of  an  InferJdr 
de^riptiou.  All  that  part  which  lies  oH  the  sfaoi^bij 
of .Oafja^rio,  is  of  a  bad  quality*  The  new  tdwti^ 
diips.in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  SimctDc'^^k) 
much  more  productive ;  but  the  climate  in  Winter 
is  spyere,  and  Indian  com  aSbrds  a  very  precariotnj 
crop.  The  climate. of  Esquising,  Chinguacousy; 
aiid  ^assauc^a  is  still  milder,  and  their  sofl  moi*^ 
fertile.  The  township  of  Markham,  which  is  sita^ 
ated  on  the  North  East  side  of  the  road  leadii^ 
from  York  to  Lake  Erie,  is  the  most  improved 
part  of  this  District.  It  is  inhabited  principally  by 
the  Dutch,  whose  industry  is  conspicuous  in  every 
pwt.  of  the  Province  in  which  they  are  seitliBd. 
The  new  townships  of  the  Home  DistHct  are  almost 
wholly  peopled  by  English,  Scotch,  aihl  Irish ; 
and  the  old  ones,  which  are  those  along  the  shQV09 
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of  Oat^rio,  by  Amerioans.  The  Holland,  Credit^ 
aud  Humber  rivers,  yield  the  inhabttaTits  a  plenti^ 
ful  supply  of  excellent  water  and  an  abandance  of 
fish ;  particularly  salmon,  thousands  of  wliich  are 
annually  speared  in  the  river  Credit,  and  trans- 
mitted to  every  part  of  the  Western  country.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  District  are  14,000. 

The  GoRB  District  is  more  billy,  and  broken^ 
than  any  other  in  the  Province.  It  enjoys,  bow- 
ever,  a  moi*e  favourable  climate  than  those  already 
de3cribed,and  the  soil  is  by  no  means  inferior,  it  i» 
the  first  District  in  which  peach-orchards  are  found 
of  any  considerable  extent :  Some  peach-trees  are 
to  be  seen  in  the  Home  District,  but  none  at  all  in 
the  lower  Districts. — The  inhabitants  are  c&iefly 
Americans,  and  Pennsylyanian  Dutch :  I  know  of 
very  few  -European  farmers  in  the  District.  There 
is,  however,  a  reMonable  number  of  Scotch  Shop* 
keepers,  aixd  Irish  '^  Itinerant  Merchants ;"  for  the 
te.p!in  /^  PedJar"  is  too  degrading  to  be  used  in  ihis 
leuadfof  gentry.  We  have  abundance  of  tinmcfi, 
coppermen,  hired-men,  and  help^men,  and  a^m- 
Um  ^suffiaU  of  boot  and  shoe-men :  But^— -ithanks  to 
the  extensive  synonymes  of  the  English  language  1 
--r'We  have  in  America  no  tinkev^y  serj^niSy  bxbayr-^ 
erSf  or  coblers.  I  wonder  that  the  som^  of  Crispin, 
in  this  refined  part  of  the  world,  never  adopt  tlie 
more  honourable  titles  of ''  TransAators".  and  '<  Gord- 
wainers,"  by  which  they  are  distinguished  in  some 
co«intriea.--r-Tbe  population  of  the  Gore  Diaktrict 
amounts  to  nearly  12,000  souls. 
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"Hie 'Niagara  District  is  mora  advanlagooady 
situated,  both  for  oommerce  and  agrieiiltiiro,  thaii 
any  other  in  the  Provinoe.  It  possesses  an  excel* 
lent  climate  and  a  luxariani  soil ;  and  is  the  only 
portion  of  the  Upper  t^rovinoe,  Mrfaioh  exhibits' any 
great  extent  of  picturesque  stoenery.  On  three 
sides  it  is  bounded  by  navigable  waters^-^L&ke 
Ontario,  to  the  North,— Lake  Erie,  to  the  South, 
—and  the  river  Niagara,  to  the  East, — thus  pds- 
seating  a  fine  boA  very  defeaeeleas  frontier  of  nearly 
ISO  miles.  Peaches,  nectarines,  and  apples  attasB 
to  a  degree  of  perfection  in  it,  unknown  in  any 
exoept  the  London  and  Western  Districts^.  It  is 
ako  a  fine  wibeat  and  com  country.  The  'peculiar 
advantilgas,  however,  of  this  District  axe  almost 
ooonterbakuneed  by  the.  cijncninstaiice  of  its  prox- 
imity to  the  United  .States,  which,  in  time  of  war^ 
renders  it  no  desirable  liesidence  for  men  of  peace. 
The  farmers  aare,  like  those  <^the  Gore  DistrictVall 
Ameocans ;  and  the  merchants  are  of  the  composite 
order^ — English,  Scotch,  anid  Ameridain.  Its  ildia^ 
bitants  amount  to  15,000. 

The  London  and  Westrrn  Dibtricti^,  whfcl 
extend  along  the  shores  of  Lakes  Erae  and  St. 
Ckir,  fpom'the  mouth  of  >the  Gnrand  River  to  the 
Sostheivi  extremity  of  Lake  Huron,  possess  the 
finest  climate  and  the  moat  luxuriant  soil,  perhaps^ 
on  the  whole  American  continent.  They  are,  hbiw-^ 
ewr,  far  remote  from  the  ohiy  maritime  oUtlei 
which  the  Gaoadas  afford,  that  is,  tine  Gulf  of  St. 
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Lamrence.  The^  Falls  of  Niagara,  which  intercept 
the  navigation  between  Erie  and  Ontario,  pi^^^lude 
the  poauhility  of  any  adequate  return  for  the 
exporti  of  these  districts,  so  long  as  agricultiual 
produce-  is  low^  imd  the  navigation  continues' aa  at 
j^esent  unimproved.  But  if  a  canal  were  fbrnied>to 
connect  the.  two  Lakes»  this  difficulty  wofildbe 
entirely  removed,  and  the  London  and  Western 
Districts  would  then  be  placed  in  almost  equajly 
advantageous  circumstances  with  those  of  the  Gore 
and  the  Niagara  :  In  everything  else  they  already 
possess  a  decided  superiority*  All  kinds  of  grain, 
and  every  species  of  plant,  which  are  cultivated  iiit 
North  America,  with  the  exception  of  Indigo  a|id 
GoMto  alone,  will  be  found  in  the  greatest  ppssibl|9 
petfe4tibn  in  those  favoured  Districts..  Kvei^; 
description  of  fruit  appears,  from  the  finanescF  of 
its^quality  and  the  peeuliaraty  of  Jts. flavour,  toibe 
indigenous.  The  Sumndiers  are  oppressively .hotf.l^^t^ 
ibe  Winters'  are  mudhi  milder  than  in  any  of.t^e^ 
fiabtoite  Distidctsi  Population  b  here  also  mpi4)y< 
cfn  the  increase,  there  being  atpre^nt  inth^.two 
Distrr<rt»^,«00  inhabitants;  nearly  3,000 of  whom 
are  of  Fren^  descent. 

In^kese  Districts,  and  more  |)articularly  in  that 
of  London,  there  are  extensive  tracts  of  landi 
ithnost  wholly  free  from  any  sort  of  timber.  Such 
knd  is  commonly  called  ^^  Plains,''  and  is  foi  the 
Inost  part  of  a  light  sandy  nature,  badly  watered^ 
and  greatly  inferior  to  the  timbered  land;    There 
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urt,  %ow^fer/  thflMy^ttiiiill  traots  of  this  inOrotf  a 
very  hxtLrixini'  quality.  In  the  vicfnity  of-  Long^ 
PcAit^'dn  ilfe^  banks  of  the  river  Oase,  andiin  the 
towV^lhfip  of  Btfrfordy  are  the  most  ejttensive  and 
valMble  plaSite  in  the  Prorinee.  From  the  Indian 
stfttletnent  on  the  river  Oase^  to  the  yillage  of 
Burford/  a  distance  of  nearly  13  miles,  th^r^  ia  not" 
on  ^(^re' of  woodland  to  be  'seen^  and  yet,  in:?this 
t^'  tiloiie,  thei^  are  at  least  100,000  adres^'  a 
gr^tf^part  of  which  belongs  to  the  Indians  of  the 
Sx  Nations,  who  frequently,  for  a  trtfling^  compen* 
sEition,  grant  leases  for  999  years  to  the  Canadiaasi 
Bat  the  title,  by  which  these  lands  are  held,  hm 
ir^iy 'disputable  odie ;  "tot  the  governmeai. does  jMi 
B.p'^r'  tb  rttnd;ion  such  bai^hs.  —  The  Ldn^ 
Pdflctt'PIainJi  iare  still  mofe  extensive  and  betten 

'  Tlfes^'ttre  the  orily  parts  of  the  Upper  Prorvinoe,' 
ikiepfthg  the  neighbourhood  of  Niagara  and  Sattdn 
yAibVitUit  aifdrd  attraction^  sufficient  to  indacto 
mieti*  df  fortune  to  settle  in  Canada*  Like  ati  oiA^t 
^xt^iiUfftdpfahis;  however,  they  are  liable  4b  aiaay 
ieTi^t6  Objections;  inch  as  tfad  want  of  timber fot 
bailding,  fepcing,  and  fuel.  Water  may  be  pno* 
cured  Hy  limki^g  for  it ;  but  to.  be  oUigedT  to.go 
Hlilf' a'doisett  jmiles  for  fire-wood,  rails,,;aiid  builds 
^^^atdtink;  would  involve  an  expence,  which,  in 
my  d]pinion>  no  Ataierican  farmer  can  at^preseikt 
«J!bWl:    ' 

tA  the  iownsbips  of  York  and  Torcnto,  in  ihe 
Hoine  District ;    Newark  and  Stamford,    in  the 
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Niagara  DisirfctY  and  in  Ancaiiter  and  Damfries,^ 
in  the  Gore  IKsiriot,  there  ard  also  liftrge  trioLets  of - 
Pldins:  These,  wttfa^  the  others  already  ennine-' 
raied^  are  all  the  |>lain9  ipt^ith  whieh  I  am  (koquainted/ 
and,  I  Heliefv^,  the  only  ones  in  the  Provia^e^ 
They  are  tafatefillly  interspersed  with  oli»mp0  of 
white  Oak,  Pine,  and  Popkir- trees,  whidh  giVe  thpttf 
more  the  appearance  of  extensive  park^,  planted 
by  the  Imnds  of  man,  tfabn  of  uncultiyated  wilds^ 
dtalded  with  their  native  foliage. 

Whenever  I  have  entered^  on  these  plains,  after 
having  been  for  mainy  months  incarc^rate4  in  tke 
deep  gloom  of  the  forests,  I  have  always  felt  my 
heart  expand,  and  my  ideas  brighten  $ad  extend 
with  the  wide  and  opening  prospect.  Suob  has 
be^n,  in  a  more  eihinent  degree,  the  excited  ^iht& 
of  my  feelings  in  the  Summer  season ;  at'whi^h 
time'  the  whole  plain  Ms  dovered  with  a  vietriety  of 

flowers, 

.,  '     ■  .  •  •  •       M       i   ,  .  • 

I  Thick  af  autjuiDnal  kftves  that -strew  the  brooI|f. 
In  Vallombrosa. 

Althclujgh  the  aspect  of  these  plains  is  unvaried  and 
uniform,  being  in  almost  every  instance  perfectly 
level  and  entirely  destitute  of  water,  they  present 
a  very  delightful  landscape,  when  contrasted  with 
tbe  cheerless  wilderness  by  which  they  are  sur- 
rounded. 

The  opinions  respecting  these  tracts  of  land  are 
various.  It  has  been  thought  by  some,  that  tliey 
were  originally  cleared  and  cultivated  by  the  Indi- 
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ansu  Others  suppose^  that  they  never  were  wooded ; 
and  ft  third  party  are  of  opinion^  that  tike  timber, 
which  formerly  grew  upou  them^  must  have  been 
destroyed  by  fire  at  some  remote  period*     The 
Indians^  whose  jadgment  in  this  case  ought  to 
have  some  weight,  appear  to  co-incide  with  those 
who  think  that  the  plains  never  were  wooded* 
They  say,  ^<  that  when  the  Great  Man  above  was 
sowing  the  seeds  from  which  all  the  trees  in  their 
eoimUy  i^ere  prodaeed,  he  stood  upon  a  high 
moaiitain,  where  the  wind  blew  so  fiercely,  that 
several  handsrfqll  of  seed  intended  for  these  different 
jiainn^  were  carried  dv^r  to  other  parts  which  had 
ftlread^  received  .their  proper  quantum.  The  Great 
Man,  therefore,  disregarding  these  trivial  spdta, 
deigned  not  to  bedtaw  on  them  an  additional  faa»l«- 
fiil,. judging  that  bia  favourite  Indians  would  love 
to  lusre  some  bare  ypots  for  dancing  ground  !"*-^If 
ihey  had  ever  been  wooded,  there  seems  little 
reason  to  doubt,  that  theee  people,  who  ate  famous 
for.  traditional  history^  would  have  possessed  some 
account  of  the  change  which  had  been  effected. 

Pieces  of  crockery,  manufactured  of  rude  VMte^ 
rials,  but  evidently  with  much  taste,  have  repeat- 
edly been  found  within  a  few  inches  of  the  surface 
of  these  plains ;  and  as  no  such  remains  of  human 
art  and  industry  have  been  didcovered  in  any  other 
parts  of  the  country,  many  persons  ar^  inclined  to 
believe,  that  the  tra«ta  in  Which  diey  have  been 
I  were  once  inhabited  by  a.  people  who  hadrOiade 
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fH>iisiderable  advances  in  the  arts  of  civilnird 
life!;  while  others  think,  they  are  the  produetioqA 
of  emigrants '  from  South  America*  Haw,  .or  1^ 
what  means,  these  pleees  of  crockery  were  otm- 
veyad  into  the  wilds  of  Upper  Canada,  it  is  now  diffi- 
enlt  to  ascertain.  The  Indians,  to  whom  I  have 
shewn  several  of  them,  my,  that  they  never  were 
manufactured  by  their  people;  and  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  their  assertion, — for  if  they 
had  once  acquired  the  art  of  manufiicturing  such 
useful  articles,  it  is  not  likely  that  they  would  ever 
have  lost  it.  If  this  be  true,  it  follows,  as  a  matter 
of  indubitable  certainty,  that  people  of  a  different 
race  once  inhabited  the  country.  From  the  rude 
and  common  materials  of  which  the  crockery  has 
been  composed,  it  is  very  evident,  it  could  not 
have. been  manufactured  in  Europe,  at  least,  not 
since  whe  discovery  of  America ;  and,  I  believe^  few 
persons  will  attempt  to  prove  it  to  have,  been 
manufactured  there  before  that  period. 

An  opinion  seems  to  prevail  in  every  part  of 
Canada,  that,  as  the  few  trees  which  grow  on  the 
plains  are  always  of  a  different  speciesi  from  those 
which  grow  in  the  woods  that  environ  them,  they 
never  produced  any  other.  But  this  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a  false  conclusion.  It  is  a  fact  well  known 
in  these  Provinces,  that  if  you  divest  any.  tract  of 
forest  of  its  present  growth  of  timber,  and  after- 
wards allow  the  land  to  run  wild,  in  a  few  years 
it  will  be  covered  with  a  growth  of  timber  ess^* 
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tially  different  from  that  which  has  been  destrojred. 
I  have  myself  seen  a  field  of  fourteen  acres^  whioh 
had  once  within  the  memory  of  man  been  thioldy 
wooded  with  Maple,  Beech,  and  Oak,  afterwards 
completely  covered  with  Poplar  and  Elder,  aMtaagh 
not  a  tree  of  eitheti^  of  these  kinds  had  ever  been 
observed  within  several  miles  of  the  inclosure*. 


*  .  t:  " 

.    ...MIV       5'»  ;  .-.i 


•.^-   l- 
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D0IIK8TIC  ANIllALt  OF  THE  CANADAS— «THE  HORBS «- HOEMBD 
€AT?LB«— gBUP  AND  HpO»— WILD  ANf M AL9  *- THB  MAMMOTH 
-^THB  BUFFALO— i  THE  MOOSE-DEER  »— THE  FALLOW-DEER— 
THB   ELK—- THE   CARIBOU,  OR  REIN-DEBR— THE   BEAR. 

The  domestic  animals  of  Canada  are  very  much 
inferior  in  appearance  to  those  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland*  The  Horses  of  the  Lower  Province,  though 
i^naU  and  barbarously  treated,  are  nevertheless  the 
post  serviceable  animals  in  the  world.  They  seldom 
exceed  fourteen  hands  in  height;  and,  although 
o^msily  made,  and  thick-shouldered,  are  amasi- 
ingly  fleet  and  sure*footed.  They  will  endure  all 
kinds,  of  hardship,  and  live  on  any  food.  In  Sum* 
fner,  when  not  working,  they  are  allowed  to  range 
the  woods  in  quest  of  herbage ;  an  abundant  supply 
of  which  t^ey  could  easily  procure,  were  they  not 
prevented  by  the  flies.  From  these  tormentors  of 
their  lives,  they  are  obliged  to  shelter  themselves 
in  some  building,  to  which  they  invariably  resort 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day ;  nor  are  they 
secure  from  these  attacks,  even  in  the  night  time^ 
From  the  latter  part  of  May  to.  the  beginning  of 
September,  the  musquito,  that  indefatigable  plf^ue 
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idwsm  sad  beatt,  never  eeaaes,  for  a  single  hour, 
to  wage  the  iBoiit  yirulent  war  against  them.  In 
Wmter,  these  serviceable  bat  hard-fated  animah 
are  seldom  indulged  with  a  comfortable  stable  to 
shield  them  from  the  rigours  of  this  inclement 
clime.  They  are,  it  is  true,  frequently  inclosed  in 
a  muerable  hut,  the  wooden  logs  of  which  are  so 
looiely  pat  together,  that  you  might  almost  thraw 
a  yearling  colt  through  each  of  the  numerous  aper- 
tures. In  these  comfortless  sheds,  they  are  com- 
pelled to  subsist  on  poor  and  scanty  fare,  without 
say  sort  of  attendance,  or  even  a  bed  of  straw 
itpon  which  to  stretch  themselves.  This  breed  d 
korses  was  originally  imported  from  Normattdy  in 
Franise,  and  numbers  of  them  are  now -annually 
eicported  to  the  West  India  Islands,  where  they 
sFd  found  to  bear '  the  heat  of  the  climate  nlkuch 
better  than  either  English  or  American,  horses.  In 
the  Upper  Province,  the  horses  are  of  the  AmeH- 
oan  and  English  breeds:  They  are  larger  Md 
finer  in  their  limbs  than  the  Canadian  horses^  btii 
cannot  so  well  endure  fatigue  and  hardships,  and 
are  subject  to  a  greater  variety  of  diseases. 

It  is  generally  supposed  in  Europe,  that  iSl 
docaeatic  animals  degenerate  on  the  New  Continent; 
but  tibia  is  a  mistaken  idea.  European  animals 
ceitainly  will  not  degenerate  in  America,  if  they 
are  as  wdl  treated  there  as  in  4heir  native  coim- 
/tfiss.  It  k^ipens,  however,  that  domestic  animals 
^  every  ^^lass  have  .little  attention  bestowed  upon 
theai^  in  almost  every  ^mrt  of  North  America ;  and 

Vol..  I.  N 
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e^Tp^rievktef  md^y  convince  any  man  bf  coHimoii? 
uhderetatidin^^  that  th€i  growth  of  an  animal  de- 
pends greatly  on  the  treatment  which  it  r^eceive^ 
>*lien  yoting. 

HoRNBi>  Cattle,  in  both  the  Provinces  of  Ca- 
tiada,  drre  at  least  oiie  third  mialler  than  those 
in  Great  Britaiit  a1rid  Ireland ;  and  are  treated^  if 
possible^  with  greatei^  cruelty  than  the  horses* 
They  are  never  housefd  in  the  Winter ;  and  not  ono. 
fariijer  among  ten  thinks  of  giving  his  inileh-cowft 
»  single  hundi^ed  of  hay,  during  a  Winter  of  nearly 
five  tiioVLths'  continuance.  They  are  seen  in  the 
severest  weather,  when  the  snow  is  almdst  deep 
enough  to  covei'  themf,  skulking  about  the  barn 
doors ;  where,  one  would  think,  their  pitiful  looks 
and  sunken  sides  would  be  sufficient  io  extort  pro- 
vender from  a  heart  of  stone.  Notwithstanding 
the  inhuman  treatment  Which  they  receive  during 
Winter,  they  fere  fdund  in  excellent  condition  soon 
after  th^  return  of  ^mmer,  and  give,  I  believef^ 
nearly  as  much  milk  as  the  best  English  cows.  If 
is  Somewhat  ren^arkable,  tUat  Englishmen  and 
Irishmen,  who  in  their  own  country  Were  accuse 
tomed  to  treat  their  cfattle  in  a  much  better  man- 
tier^  should  here  conforin  iii  this,  as  well  as  in  nibst 
other  particulars,  to  the  jpernicions  customs  of  their 
Canadian  heighbdiirs.  It  was  computed,  that,  in 
the  Winter  6f  18^2,  fifteen  hundred  head  df  dattle 
perished  in  the  township  of  London  alone,  and  a 
J)rdporti6nate  number  in  all  the  other  new  townships 
*df  the  Province, — every  one  of  which  tnight  have 
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beM  saved  if  they  had  been  housed,  afid  the  eomn 
mn  feelings  of  humanity  exercised  towards  them. 
Cattle  are  subject  to  a  variety  of  diseases  in 
Canada,  the  most  prevalent  and  fatal  of  which' is 
tiat  of  the  hollow  horn^  In  Winter,  when  the  cold 
is  intense,  and  the  poor  animals  are  nearly  famish-^ 
ing  with  hunger,  the  pith  of  the  horn  becomes 
frozen,  and,  as  the  Spring  approaches  and  the 
weather  becomes  warmer,  a  mortification  ensues, 
which  very  soon  proves  fatal,  unless  prevented  by 
the  amputation  of  the  horns,  or  by  boring  them 
with  a  large,  gimlet,  and  immediately  injecting  a 
quantity  of  turpentine.  The  holes  should  Be  made 
in  the  under  part  of  the  horn,  that  the  corrupted 
master  mAy  rUn  off  ba  soon  as  possible. 

Shbkp,  in  every  part  of  the  country,  are  the 
moA  miserable-looking  animals  imaginable.  They 
seldom  weigh  more  than  60  lbs.  a  carcase,  and 
their  wool  averages  about  2  lbs.  and  a  half  a  fleece- 
fiat  it  is  greatly  superior  in  quality  to  English 
wool.  This,  I  believe,  is  partly  to  be  attributed 
to  the  introduction  of  Merino  sheep  into  the  coun- 
try by  the  late  Lord  Selkirk,  and  partly  to  the 
influence  of  climate;  for  it  is  a  well-known  fact^ 
that  animals  of  all  kinds^  inhabiting  co}d  countries, 
tte  clothed  with  a  much  finer  coat  thanr  that  which 
coven  the  same  species  in  warmer  clim^a^  In 
Canada^  the  Spmmejr  weather  is  too  hot  to  allow 
sheep  to  feed  in  the  ^syriime ;  and,  in  the  night> 
Ahey  must  be  housed  to  .preaerve  th^  fro|gn  the 
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rav^i^en  of  the  wolf.  This  c&raiimBtaiioe  akme:  pre^ 
eiodei  the  ptombility  of  improying  thjedr  bre^d:; 
for  if  the  best  sheep  in  Europe  v^ere  compelled  to 
sttbiKiit  to  a  similar  mode  of  treatment,  theyisr^uld 
certainly  degenerate,  and  become  worse  thaa ;  ike 
Canttdian  breed, — if  worse  were  possible* 

Hooe,  and  particularly  those  which  aro  mixed 
with -the  English  breed,  are  of  an  excellent  descrip- 
lioii,  thrive  well,  e^^d  are  exceedingly .  hasdy, 
though  not  large.  They  are  generally  killed  at  a 
year  and  a  half  old,  when  they  weigh  about  twa 
hundred-weight.  They  are  always  fattened  upcm 
maize ;  and  their  flesh  is,  in  my  opinion^  equal  to 
Irish  Pork. 

Beef,  though  seldom  found  of  first-rate  quality^ 
isa generally  of  a  very  fair  kind;  but  mutton, bi^frs 
not  more  resemblance  to  English  muttoQ,  than 
Virginia  tobacco  does  to  refined  liquorice^balL 
•'  Th6  French  horses  sell  for  about  £15  each  y  ihe 
better  sort  of  the  horses  of  Upper  Canada,  for  J^20. 
Oxen  cost  £16  a  yoke ;  cows,  60  shillings  a  pieo^  ; 
and  sheep^  about  6  shillings  and  3  pence  each. 

The  Wild  Animals  of  Canada  are  very  nume- 
rous^ and  many  of  them  Exceedingly  troublesome. 
Theyare^  the  Buffalo,  or  Bison;  the  Mo€Nse,  or 
Elkv  the  Fallow-Deer ;  the  Bear  and  Wolf;  tke 
Wolverine,  Fox,  and  Catamount ;  the  Wild  CM^ 
Lynx,  and  Kincajew ;  the  Weasel,  Ermine,  M^r* 
tin,  and  Mhik ;  the  Otter,  Fisher,  Skunk»  ami 
Opossum ;  the  Wood  Chuck,  Hare,  and  Rapqmi ; 
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lii6:BIflek,  Otey,  Red^  Striped,  and  Flyifig  Sqair^ 
rel ;  the  Beaver,  the  Musk- Rat,  and  Field-Moiue ; 
the  Mole  and  the  Porcupine. 

The  Mammoth  is  sappoaed  by  the  Indiana  to  be 
lAillan  inhabitant  of  the  Canadas;  bat  his  exist- 
ence at  present  is.  very  doubtful.  The  bones  of 
these  huge  animals  have  repeatedly; been  found  in 
different  parts  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Continent, 
bat  particularly  in  the  latter.  From  the  fom  of 
their  teeth,  they  are  supposed  to  have  been  carv- 
nivorous ;  and  from  the  size  of  their  bones,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  they  were  at  least  ten  times  larger  than 
an  elephant.  Their  remains  have  been  discovered 
very  frequently  at  the  various  salt-springs  wfaich 
are  contiguous  to  the  river  Ohio ;  and  in  several 
ether  regions  of  the  New  Continent.  The  Indians 
have  various  traditions  respecting  these,  anknals, 
many  of  which  ietppear  to  be  tinctured  with  alMUf - 
dfty.  One  of  the  Virginia  Gpovemors,  having 
flaked  some  delegates  of  the  Delaware  trite  of 
la^tians,  what  they  knew  or  had  heard  ab&ut' (he 
Mammolkj  the  chief  speaker  immediately  put  him- 
self into  an  oratorical  attitude,  and  with  a  pomp 
suited  to  the  supposed  elevation  of  his  subj«ot, 
informed  the  Governor,  that  it  was  a  tradition 
Umded  down  from  their  fathers,  that,  ^^  In  anoietat 
times,  a  herd  of  these  animals  came  to  the  big  i^one 
Kdksg  and  began  an  universal  destruction  of  the 
bears,  deer,  elks,  buffidoes,  and  other  animals, 
inideh  had  been  created  for  the  use  of  the  Indians. 
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Biit  ifae  Great  Man  above,  looking  down  mi 
rbeholding  the  slaughter,  was  so  enraged,  that  bf 
seized  his  lightning,  descended  to  the  earth,  .and;, 
Heating  himself  upon  a  neighbouring  mountain, — 
•on  a  rocky  point  of  which  his  seat  and  the  print  of 
ibis  feet  may  still  be  seen,--^  he  hurlad  hiK  bolts 
among  them,  till  the  whole  were  slaughtered,  eJc^ 
.tepting  the  big  butty  which,  presenting  his  Cbrehead 
io  the  shafts,  shook  them  off  as  they  fell.  M 
length,  however,  he  omitted  to  parry  one,  which 
-wounded  him  on  the  side;  when  the  enraged 
lanimal  sprung  forward,  and  bounded  over  the 
Wabash,  the  Illinois,  and,  finally,  oyer  the  Grei^t 
Lakes." 

Colonel  6.  Morgan  says,  when  he  first  visited 
the  Salt  Licks,  on  the  Ohio,  he  met  a  large  party 
.  of  the  Iriquois  and  Wyandot  Indians,  who  were 
then  on  a  war  expedition  against  the  Chickasaw 
tribe*     He  fixed  on  the  head  chief,  a  man  84  years 
.  of  age,  as  a  person  likely  to  give  him  some  authen- 
tic information  respecting  the  existence  of  these 
animals.  .  After  making  him  some  small  presents 
'  of  tobacco   and  ammunition,  and  complimenting 
<  him  on  the  wisdom  of  his  nation,  their  prowls  in 
war  and  prudence  in  peace,  he  signified  his  own 
^  Ignorance  respecting   the   bones  which  then  lay 
'  before  them,  and  requested  the  chief  to  tell  him 
I  what  he  knew  concerning  them.     "  While  J  was 
i  *<  yet  a  boy,"  said  the  venerable  monarch, "  I  passed 
•  ^^  this  road  several  times  to  war,  against  the  Cataw^- . 
^^bas;  and  the  wise  old. chiefs,  among  whom  was 
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^  nyowi^  grandfather/  then  :gay?  m^  th^  tradition 
^  liand^  down  to  us  respecting  those  bones,  the 
^^  Hike  of  which  are  found  in  n,o  other  part  of  the 
^^  eoji^iry.  After  the  Great  3pirit  first  formed  the 
f^  world,  he  luade  the  various  birds  and  beasts 
f*  which  90W  inhabit  ^t.  He  also  made  man  j  but^ 
f^  having  formed  him  white  and  very  ipaperfeet 
,'^  and  ill-tempered,  he  placed  him  on  one  side 
"  of  it,  where  he  now  dwells,  and  whence  he 
<^  has  lately  found  a  passage  across  the  great 
^^  water,  to  b^  a  plague  to  us*  As  the  Qreat  Spirit 
^^  was  not  pleased  with  this  his  work^  he  took  |a 
^'  piece  of  black  clay,  and  made  what  white  men 
^^  call  4  NEGRO,  with  a  woolly  head.  This  black 
^^  man  was  much  better  than  the  white  man.;  but 
<<  he  did  not  answer  jthe  wishes  of  the  Great  Spirit, 
'^  that  is,  he  was  imperfect.  At  last  the  Great  Spirit, 
<'  h&vijag  procured  a  piece  of  puri^  red  clay,  formed 
^^  from  it  the  red  mian,  perfectly  to  his  mind ;  an,d 
<<  he  was  so  well  pleased  with  him,  that  he  placed 
''him  on  this  great  island, separate  from  the  white 
''and  black  men,  and  gave  him  rules  for  his  con- 
"  duct,  promising  him  happiness  in  proportion  as 
"  th^  should  be  observed.  He  increased  accord- 
."  ingly,  and  was  quite  happy  for  ages.  But  the 
"  foolish  young  people,  at  length  forgetting  those 
, "  rales,  became  exceedingly  ill-tempered  and 
"  wicked.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  Great  Spirit 
"created  the  Great  Buffalo,  [meaning  the  Mam- 
;"moth,]  the  bones  of  which  arc  now  before  us. 
'' These  made  war  upon  the  human  species  alone. 
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VvMtd  destroyed  aH;  except  a  few,  who  l^pantedl 
^^/  Qod  promised  tbe  Great  Spirit,  that  tbey  woald 
^^livaaocording  to  his  laws,  if  he  would  restrain 
^^ithetdevQuring  enemy :  Whereupon  *he  sesi  forth 
^  l%hlfcnitig  and  thunder^  and  destroyed  the  whole 
^^  race  [of  the  Mammoth]  on  this  spot,  exoeptmg 
^M«v(o^  «i  male  and  female,  which  he  shtit  up  in 
^4>ymdbr  mountain,  ready  to  be  let  l<iose  again^ 
^jf-iwoasiofn'riioald  require." 

>?64rh  aroifae  ideas  which  the  Indians  enievtaiii 
oovoeriiiilg  those  sorprisdng  animals;  and  Buohs 
th^  only  information  that  could  ever  be  obtdaied 
reipbeting  their  existence.  From  the  astoniahidg 
siiteHsf  their  bones,  it  is  very  evident^  that  nothpng 
but  (B  singular  visitation  of  Providence  could  kavd 
bataed  their  extirpation  :  For  surely  no  animal^ 
drkbrd  of 'animab,  at  present  in  being,  could'httvb 
Mastered  sufficient  courage  to  attack  a  monste^, 
whose  endrmoas  tusks  measure  upwards  of  six-feet 
in  length.  If,  however,  they  were  carnivorous^--^ 
afad;*  BM  I  have  before  observed,  it  is  generally 
dotidlufded  that  they  were,— their  uncommon  bulk 
might  render  them  too  inactive  to  give  ehtace  to 
^nimtltls  of  lighter,  and'  consequently,  suppler 
limbs ;  and  thus,'^as  some  persons  have  reasoned, 
— <'  {of  want  of  sufficient  subsistence^  the  species 
has  pn^bafoly  become  extinct."  But  this  opinion 
is  sb  derogatory  from  the  wisdom  of  God  ^ 
'displayed  in  the  creation,  that  I  dare  not  pre- 
sume to  maintain  it  without  good  data:  For  it  is 
^Hiitb  impl'obable,  tbat  He,  who,  when  he  contean- 
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plfttedall  the  creatures  wUeh  He  had  Btedey  ^md 
ffononnoed  tketti  ^^  very  good/'  and  comet())iiMrtIy 
weH  adapted  to  thl»  several  purposes  for  wkibh 
ihlp^  iMre  4Mreated,  would  have  uttered  subb  ap^ 
phMrmg;'  ek^ressiotoB,  if  any  mngle  coimial  ha^^ln^bQ 
flo  ftiirmed  as  to  mcapacitote  it  from  proctotttig  tt. 
itfffioient  supply  of  that  food  wliioh  He  •hi«ldeT 
flgued  for  its  subsistence*  It  is  universaUyalhwrird; 
that^  whether  the  Mammoth,  was  oamivoranav'or 
graminivorous,  Ke  could  easily  proearean^aArhn- 
dance  of  food,  in  anry  part  of  Anxerida,  if  ;he  .^nNie 
tapable  of  employing  the  necessary'  cuBertian  £dt 
oMaining  it ;  and-  if  the  Indian  story,  ahtetciina 
leaping  over  the  Lakes  at  a  single  bounds  faas'iiM 
least  shadow  of  truth,  he  could  hot  be  dafidenliiii 
tbiS"  qualifloation.  Besides,  an  animal  wfaiefai^  exjfltod 
90  lately  as  the  discovery  of  America  byv  CoUlivb 
bos^  a  period  of.  more  than  6000  years  tdStm?til» 
creation,  could  not  then  be  in  dai^er.of  pesishil^ 
for  want  of  subsistence;  for,  at  that  ^me^'Itdf^ 
eotttttry  swarmed  with  all  kinda  of  wUd  tminif^g^ 
and  abounded  with  inexhaustible  suppUes  of  mnig^ 
laginous  shrubs  and  nutricious  herbage*  .  ;  j;i 
The  Buffalo,— Z^e  Boeuf  de  Canada,— tj^fif^ 
now  unknown  in  the  settled  parts. of  Upper '^^ 
Lower  Canada,  is  still  very  numerous  in  th%  Nodh 
Western  territory.  He  is  much  larger  tbf^  f^ 
domestic  bull,  particularly  about  the  tbeefd,  fM?<^, 
and  shoulders.  I  measured  the  only  one.  tJi^t,;! 
ever  saw  in  X)anada.  He  was  nine  feet  six^ia^h/es 
Iflfigy  from  the*  lower  extremity  of  the  hoi^  tp,tJ3ie 
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insertion  of  tlie  tail.  The  Up  oS  Im  sboUld^r  vfui 
aeven  feet  four  inches  from  the  ground :  wad  the 
oireumference  of  his  body^  iii  the  widest  part> 
eight  feet  eleven  inohes.  His  head  and  neok  wer^ 
of  a  prodigtotts  size^  but  his  hinder  limbs  in  parti^r 
oular  were  very  light  end  his  tail  shorit-  The  hair 
on  his  head,  neck,  and  shoulders,  was  long  wA 
much  curled,  especially  about  the  foreheads — Their 
idcins  are  used  by  the  Caxiadian3  to  ;ihield  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  while  riding 
in  sledges.  They  .are  commonly  called  ^'sleigii 
robes,"  and  sell  for  about  seven  dollars  each.  A 
fulUgrown  Buffalo  will  weigh  2,600  lbs. 

The  Fallow  Dbbb  are  exceedingly  numerous^ 
^ven  in  the  most  thickly-settled  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. They  are  much  larger  tlum  animals  of  a 
similar  species  in  Great  Britain,  weighing  generally 
about  50 lbs.  per  quarter,  and  often  a  good  deal mor^. 
In  the  months  of  June,  July,  August,  and  Septem- 
ber, they  resort  to  the  -  .coves  and  rivers  in  the 
night,  to  escape  froih  the  virulent  attacks  of  the 
flies,  which,  in  the  day-time,  deprive  them  of  rest 
and  food.  At  that  season  of  the  year,  they  are  in 
prime  order,  and  are  killed  with  little  difficulty  in 
the  water.  The  method  of  shooting  them  is  rather 
singular :  Two  persons,  the  one  armed  with  a  gun, 
the  other  provided  with  a  paddle,  proceed  down 
ihe  river  in  a  canoe,  which  has  a  dark  lantern  sus- 
pended at  its  bow«  The  canoe  is  kept  in  the 
middle  of  the  river,  and  is  allowed  to  drop  down 
with  the  current.    The  man  who  steers,  takes  C9jfe 
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io  make  M  little  nois^  as  possible  with  Us  paddle^ 
On  arriving  within  200  or  300  yards  of  the  deer^ 
they  hear  him  dabbling  in  the  water?  and  tbvis 
ascertain  as  nearly  as  possible  the  spot  in  which  he 
stands.  The  canpe  is  then  immediately  directed 
towards  him^  and,  as  soon  as.  he  perceives  the  Ugbl, 
he  stands  immovi^ble^  apparently  admiring  it  with 
the  utmost  attention^  His  eyes. glisten  like  balls  ^sf 
fire;  and,  as  the  canoe  approaches  him,  his  eyer 
balls  seem  to  increase  in  magnitude  and  splendoui:. 
The  gunner  remains  still,  until  the  canoe  approaches 
.within  fiv^  or  six  yards  of  the  deer,  whe^  he  4is« 
charges  his  rifle  with  the  utmost  certainty  of  suq- 
cess.  He  then  bleeds  hisi  g&me,  and,  leaving  him 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  proceeds  down  tl^e 
stream,  where, in  this  manner,  he  frequently  shoots 
two  or  three  more  before  morning ;  at  the  approa^ 
of  which,  be  tacks  about,  and  as  be  returns  home- 
ward, picks  up  his  game,  and  floats  it  triumphantly 
along.  This  is  the  only  kind  of  shooting  which 
ever  afforded  me  any  profit,  or  indeed,  any  pl^^ft- 
sure,  in  Canada ;  and  even  this,  to  any  but  a  stout 
healthy  man,  is  a  very  dangerous  recreation.  You 
are  always  sure  of  getting  wet  early  in  the  night, 
and  of  course  you  must  continue  in  that  plight  till 
morning.  The  dews  are  also  very  heavy  at  that 
season  of  the  year;  and  a  month^s  confinement 
with  a  chillinfi:  ague,  often  too  heavily  counter- 
balances a  nighVs  recreation. 

The  Moose  Ei^h, — Cervus  Alce99  —  if^  now  sej- 
^doffl  or  never  seen  in  Canada ;  although,  from  tbe 
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Aonibdr  of  horns  wliicb  are  fGHnd  in  VMicm-pkfU 
of  the  country,  it  is  evident,  that  th^se  atfimals 
y^tte  once  very  numerous.  Their  horns  are  of  an 
astonishing  size,  measuring  upvirards  of  five  'fe^t 
fr6m  one  extremity  to  the  other.  The  Elk  moves 
v^ry  slowly,  and  is  rather  inactive^  and  thereffore 
unable  to  traverse  the  woods  with  that  ease'  and 
eelerity  peculiar  to  the  Fallow  Deer ;  in  eonse- 
'qoende  of  which,  great  numbers  of  them  were 
de^tyoyed  ih  the  early  settlement  of  the  country. 

The  €aktbou,  or  Rein  Deer,  distinguished  by 
hill  branching  palmated  horns  and  brow  antlers,  is 
fbimd'  in  those  parts  of  Lower  Canada  which  border 
dti'the  District  of  Maine;  These,  as  well  as  every 
"^th^iif'animal  of  the  Deer  kind,  feed  on  wild  grass, 
'kifd  the  leaves  of  the  most  mucilaginous  shrubs.  Tu 
^^in^Ty  they  subsist  on  nuts  and  berries,  whioh 
fktiy  obtain  by  rooting  up  the  snow  with  their 
Mtl€t»r  "  ' 

'^'^1^*  American  Bears>—  Ursus  Niger, ^differ 
^f^y  thaterially  in  their  disposition  from  ahifaials 
-biPfhesame  kind  on  the  old  Continent.     Unlike 

*  "^bse^  ferocious  mdnsters,  they  never  attack  man ^ 
'UtilesM  when  wounded,  irritated  by  dogs,  or  in  the 

♦  ^OtectioA  of  their  young.  They  are,  howevfer,  a 
*^ai  Anoyance  to  the  settlers  in  every  part  of 
'  tJiinhdA.-^  Ih  summer,  they  I'ange  along  ihc>*  edge 
'b^¥hi^Vbbd«;  bordering   on  the  settlements,- fftr 

•  the  ■  purpose  of  watching  the  herds  of  swiile,  as 
fhey  toter  th6  forests  in  quest  of  nuts,  and 
*ot  tmfrequently  destroy  great  numbers '6f  Ifco 
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i;i;ui|tiJB|g;  fftoe*,  >  Wh^n  ii  herd  of  iwinj»  it  attodbed^ 

all  the.  xuemberB  of  it  unite,  and  form  a  oiroles^  of 

whioh  .their  head^f  are  the  various  and  close  pomte 

of.ltb^  leitoumlerenoe.     Thus  they  present  a  !»*• 

B^daji^le  and  compact  frontier  to  their  .ent^mio^rthe 

b^drs^  which  are  frequently  compelled  t€>*8Mind«a 

temporary  retreat,  from  the  field  of  action* [.  I  &jjt 

tbc^^avsailants.arf  generally  suoi^sfCol^exf e|ptiiiv|ki»n 

U^  hatve  ^o  iencouater  the  tremendiNie  tusktr'Hi^d 

Herculean  jaws  .of  aged  hogs,  whieh  4eal4e^Bij^fr- 

Uo)[^  on.  the  fiercest  ^dvei^ries*     Two  Vef^n^lare 

more  than  a  match  for  a  hundred  you^f^f^bpf^l  qi)4t 

io  a  single  night,  they  sometimes  destjf(iy.fa;.|^«fQ- 

c^^t  number  to  satisfy  their  desires|.  Uh:  m  9N9it(h- 

It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  animalft  so^i^jv^jfjHS 

lo  t]b^.  Canadian  farmer,  whose  greatest  sQiif qf^^jf 

wei^th  ,and  comfort  is  chiefly  derived  {tfXff^iiJm^n 

flocks  end  herd9>  should  become  fin  object  ,9f  ^Mlr- 

licas  well  as  private  hostility*     But  there.  44 la^Q- 

ther  motive  by  wJiieh  the  Canadians  are  indeed 

tp.^i^ert  themselves  in  the  dpstructipn  Qf  af  ^pfifff 

of  thpse  swine-devourers  as  they  can.    The..,7c4He 

of  their  skins,  which  are  worth  from  five  to  R^y^n 

doUani  each^  and   the    ejccellent  quality  qf  l[^eir 

fleshy  which  is. said  to  be  superior  to  the£iQest  pcar]^^ 

jfire  inducements  by  which  many  a  spprtainafi;.who 

has  neither  flocks  nor  herds  to  protect,  j^^l^d  to 

engage  in  the  chace.    The  oil  which  the  fal.^ihe 

bear  produces,  is  also  very  valuftble„  and  accounted 

l^j  the  American  Quacks,  to  be  an  in£a.llible  ^S9f(il- 

«f»iftf  .^JrpWV,  particularly  3Mch;W  are  ,qf,,ft  r}^\i- 
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matic  nature.  A  full  grdwn  bear  bfte^  wet^hsP 
400  Ibsr.^  and  is  estimated,  skin  and  6il  included,  to 
he  worth  at  least  20  dollars. — In  the  early  part  of 
winter,  these  animals  take  up  their  abode  in  the> 
trunks  of  large  hollow  trees,  where  they  continue 
t^^ithout  nourishment  of  any  kind  until  the  suc- 
ceeding spring.  If,  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter, 
snow  falja  previous  to  a  severe  frost,  many  of  them 
are  traced  to  their  winter  quarters,  from  which  in 
such  cases  they  seldom  escape  with  life.  This  kind 
of  huntinjg  is,  however,  like  every  other  in  Ame-* 
rica,  a  very  dangerous  and  disagreeable  employ- 
ment. The  bears  frequently  run  40  or  60  miles 
into  the  fnterior,  in  quest  of  a  suitable  asylum  foi^ 
the  winter ;  and  by  this  means  their  pursuers  are 
led  into  the  wilderness,  where  the  snow  sometimes 
leaves  them  before  they  have  obtained  the  object 
of  their  pursuit.  The  weather,  at  that  season  of 
the  year,  is  very  much  clouded,  and  liable  to  sud- 
den and  unexpected  changes ;  and  the  huntsman, 
who  leaves  home  with  good  tracing,  intending  to 
return  upon  his  own  track,  is  often  compelled  t6 
find  his  way  back  as  he  can,  without  the  possibility 
of  retracing  his  steps.  Pitiable,  indeed,  is  the  cas^ 
of  him  who,  in  such  circums^tances,  is  without  a 
compass  by  whrch  to  steer  his  course,  or  a  sun  to 
direct  his  path ! 
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LETTER  XI. 

THE  TRACKS  OP  THREE  BBARI^-THB  PLACE  OF  THEIR  RETREAD 
— PRECAUTION  IN  FELLING  THE  TREE — DEATH  OF  ONE  OF  THi; 
BEARS—FALL  OF  THE  TREE  IN  WHICH  THEY  LAY—TWO  SET- 
TLERS PROCEED  IN  PURSUIT  OF  THEM— THEIR  ADVENTUREd 
AND  PRtVATIONS  DURING  THIRTEEN  DAYS  —  THEIR  SAFE  RB<* 
TURN,  &C. 

A  REMARKABLE  instance  of  the  disastrous  sort 
of  hunting,  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  the  preceding 
letter, occurred  in  the  London  District,  in  the  wirrter 
of  1822,  One  of  my  father's  settlers,  of  the  name  of 
Howay,  discovered  the  tracks  of  three  bears  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th  December,  and,  after  following 
them  for  about  three  miles,  came  to  the  tree  in 
which  they  had  taken  up  their  quarters.  Having 
ins  dog,  his  gun,  and  his  axe  with  him,  he  began  to 
cut  down  the  tree,  the  trunk  of  v/hich  was  at  least 
16  feet  in  eircumferenee.  Whilst  engaged  in  this 
employmefnt^  he  occasionally  directed  his  eyes 
upward,  to  see  if  his  motions  disturbed  the  bears 
ia  the  place  of  their  retreat :  He  became  at  length 
Weary  of  acting  as  sentry  to  the  prisoners,  and  had 
nearly  forgotten  this  needful  precaution,  when,  ih 
tht  midst   of  liis  hewing,  a  large  piece  of  batk 
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struck  him  on  the  head.    This  aroused  his  atten- 
tion ;  and^  on  looking  again,  he  discovered,  to  his 
great  consternatiQn,  one  of  the  bears  descending 
the  tree,  in  the  usual  manner, — ^tail  foremost.  Ap- 
prehensive that  he  might  be  attacked  by  his  black 
friend,  which  he  perceived  was  coming  down  with 
every  appearance  of  hostility,    he  laid  down  his 
axe,  and,  taking  up  his  gun,  resolved  to  discharge 
its  contents  in  the  body  of  Bruin.     Upon  reflec- 
tion, however,,  he  desisted ;  for  he  was  afraid,  if  he 
should  only  wound  the  animal,  his  ow^n  life  would 
be  the  forfeit  of  his  eager  temerity.   While  he  was 
thus  deliberating,  his  dog  perceived  the  bear,  then 
only  a  few  yards  from  the  ground,  and  by  his  bark- 
ing, alarmed  the  brute  so  much  that  he  ran  up  the 
tree  with  inconceivable  swiftness.     On  arriving  at 
the  opening   into    the  trunk,   he   turned  hiqiself 
about,  and,  looking  down  attentively,  surveyed  the 
dog  and  his  master.     Howay  now  regretted,  that 
he  had  not   called  upon  some  of  his  neighbours 
to  assist  him  ;   but,  being  afraid  that  if  he  should 
then    go    for    any  one,  the  party  would  in  the 
.mean  time  effect  their  escape,  he  rallied  bis  cou« 
rage,  and,  resuming  his  gun,  lodged  a  ball  in  the 
bear's  neck,  which,  fortunately,  brought  him  life- 
Jess  to  the  ground.    Victory  generally  inspires  the 
conqueror  with  fresh  courage,  and  is  seldom  the 
fore-runner  of  caution.    The  conduct  of  Howay, 
however,  affords  an  exception  to  a  rule  so  gene* 
Tally  acknowledged ;  for,  instead  of  being  elated 
rby  his  success,  and  stimulated  to  pursue  his  ooa- 
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qQefftfl^  iie  reflected,  that^  although  he  had  beeii 
thus  fisur  fortunate,  the  favourable  issiie  was  to 
U  imputed,  more  to  casualty,  than  to  any  particu- 
lar exertion  of  his  own  prowess,  and  concluded, 
tbat,  if  he  continued  t«  fall  the  tree,  he  might  in 
his  tarn  become  the  vanquished.  He  therefore 
very  prudently  determiaed  to  go  home  and  bring 
Home  of  his  neighbouftf  to  his  aid.  Leaving  the 
bear  at  the  foot  of  the  tree,  he  departed, ,  and  in  ^ 
short  time  returned  with  two  men,  three  dogs,  ^nd 
an  additional  axe.  They  socm  succeeded  in  cutting 
down  the  tree,  which,  lirhen  fidlifl^,  struck  against 
another,  and  broke  off  about  the  middle,  at 
the  identical  spot  where  the  bears  lodgf^d.  Stunned 
and  confused,  the  afirighted  animals  ran  sp  close  tp 
one  of  the  men,  that  he  actually  put  the  muzzle  oi 
his  gun  close  to  its  shoulder,  ^^d  shot  two  balls 
through  its  body.  The  other  escaped  unhurt,  and 
the  dogs  pursued  the  wounded  one,  till  he  com* 
patted  tb^m  to  return  with  their  flesh  badly  lace« 
rated« 

By  this  time  the  winter  sun  had  ceased  to  shed 
hii  refulgent  beams  upon  that  portion  of  the  globe, 
and  the  men  deemed  it  imprudent  to  follow  the 
tracks  until  the  iucoeeding  morning,  when  Hpway, 
aeoompanied  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Nowlan, 
an  American  by  birth,  and,  of  course,  well:- 
aoquaiated  with  the  woods,  followed  the  tracks, 
having  previously  provided  themselves  with  a  rifl^, 
an  axe,  about  six  charges  of  powder  and  shot,  and 
hread  and  meat,  sufficient  for  their  dinner.    This 

Vol.  I.  O 
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Wai  eiirly  in  the  norhitig  of  Thursday,  ihe  ISUi  ^f 

December.  About  twoo'clock  in  the  aftemoon,]tli0y 

^ere  obscSrVed  by  some  persons  erosinng  the  river 

*Th'aiiies>  nearly  seven  miles  from  the  place  at  whieh 

they  scit  off.    This  was  the  only  iiitelligehce  that 

^9v^  Wd  of  them  •  for  13  days.    After  they  had  been 

iibsent'  for  some  time,  their  friends  concluded  that 

they  must  either  haVe  perished  with  hunger  and 

^liSi,  or  have  been  destroyed  by  the  wounded  bear. 

k  was  jircnsg^Iy  of  opinion,   th^t  they  had  been 

Irozen  ib  deatii ;  'for  the  weather  was  excessively 

cold,  ami  they  very  slightly  clothed,  without  a 

iinder^^bcix,  afid  totally  unprovided  with  any  means 

of  shielding  ihemselves  frcmi  the  inefemency  of 

the  weather.    I  therefore  assembled  a  large  party 

of  the  seitlere  pertaining  to  the  townships  of  Lon- 

tlon  and  Namouiri,  and  proposed  that  we  should 

^tock  oiirselves  with  provisions  for  a  few  days,  and 

g^  hi  quest  of  the  two  unfortunate  hunters.    To 

this^prbpomd^^  they  inmniiiiousty agreed ;  and  we  'set 

off  on  the  following  morning,  provided  with  poeket- 

Compasses  and  trmnpidtsj;  a  good  supply  of  animu- 

^nition^  and  the  neoeSssary  apparatus  for  lightkg 

'<resv  taking'witti  ttsaomeof  the  best  dogs  in  the 

•country.    In  the  interval  between  their  departure 

'ttn^6nifByn  pBiHM  thaw  had  taken  jplaee^  which 

'Uft  not  the  slightest  layer  of  snow  upmi  thegtound/ 

•exeefFt  ki  low  and  awampy  -situatimuu    W^'  had 

therefore  na  tracks  for  our  directiion^  nor  any  idea 

^of  the  course   which    Howay  and  Nowlim  had 

*4aken^  vxmpt  what  we  had  obtained  £rofai  the  per- 
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aoiu  who  saw  them  crossing  the  Thames  on  the^day 
of  their  departure.  .We  had  no  very  saagnine 
hopes  of  finding  them;  but  continued  for.twp 
dajs  to  explore  thousands  of  acres  of  intermi- 
nable forests  and  desolate  swamps,  apparently 
untrodden  by  human  foot,  yet  without  the  most 
distant  prospect  of  success.  We  returned  home, 
having  given  up  all  expectation  of  seeing  them 
again,  either  living  or  dead..  There  wa9>  however, 
one  consideration  which  administered  a  portion  of 
comfort  to  our  anxiety :  The  objects:  of  our  seiarch 
were  men.  without  families, — they  were  strangers 
in  America.  They  had  no  parents  here,-  to  mourn 
over  their  untimely  fate ;  no.  wives,  to  lament  the 
hour  when  they  first  met,  or  the  moment  when 
they  last  parted;  and  no  children,  to  deplore  their 
early  orphanage;  or  to  call  in  vain  for  their  fathers' 
return.  In  fact,  they  were  mourned  by  none  but 
iviconnected  neighbours.      * 

Thirteen  days  had  now  elapsed  since  the  depar- 
ture of  the  two  adventurous  settlers,  and  all  hope 
of  their  return  had  completely  vanished.  On  the 
morning  of  Christmas-day,  as  I  was  in  the  act  of 
sending  messengers  to  some  of  Howay's  most 
intimate  acquaintance,  to  request  them  to  take  an 
inventory  of  his  property,  I  was  informed  that  he 
and  his  companion  had  returned  a  few  hours  be- 
fore, alive,  but  in  a  most  wretched  condition. 
VPhen  I  had  recovered  in  name  measure  from  my 
surprise^  I  went  to  see  them  5  for  I  felt  anxious  to 
^r  from  thetsselves  an  account  of  their  extra- 

o2 
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ordinary  preservation.  Never  in  my  life  did  I 
1)ehold  such  spectacles  of  woe,  poverty  and  distress* 
Their  etnaciated  countenances,  wild  and  'sunken 
eyes,  withered  limbs,  and  tattered  garmetits,  pro* 
duced  such  an  extraordinary  effect  upon  my  ima- 
gination, that  I  approached  them  with  a  degree  of 
timidity  for  which  I  was  unable  to  account.  I  sat 
down  beside  them,  and  for  some  time  fancied  tliat 
I  was  holding  converse  with  the  ghosts  of  departed 
spirits;  nor  could  I  entirely  banish  this  idea  from 
my  mind  during  a  conversation  of  several  hours. 
Their  preservation  appeared  to  me  as  signal  an 
interposition  of  Providence,  as  any  of  which  I  had 
before  heard ;  and,  since  it  may  not  prove  unin- 
teresting to  you,  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
woods  and  wilds  of  America,  I  shall  give  you  a 
particular  account  of  it.  I  consider  it  the  more 
likely  to  interest  you,  because  it  is  none  of  those 
second-hand  stories  which  usually,  as  they  fly  from 
cabin  to  cabin,  increase  prodigiously,  until  they 
swell  beyond  the  reasonable  bounds  of  probability, 
and  fearfully  invade  those  illimitable  regionK, 

Where  human  thought^  like  human  eighty 
Faib  to  pursue  their  trackless  flight 

On  the  day  of  their  departure,  they  pursued  the 
bear,  which  took  a  North- Western  course^  for  al 
least  twenty  miles,  and  at  night  stopped  upon  his 
track.  With  great  difficulty  they  lit  a  fire,  having 
contrived  to  produce  a  light  by  the  application  of  a 
piece  of  dry  linen  to  the  pan  of  their  gun  whilst 
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flashing  it.  Thus^  tofOTe-  a  good*  fire^  they  spent 
the  first  nighty  which  was  exceedingly  cold,  both 
sapperless  and  sleepless. 

In  the  morning  they  continued  the  chace,  as  soon 
OS  they  had  eaten  a  small  piece  of  bread,  the 
cnimb  or  fragments  of  their  dinner  on  the  pre- 
ceding day :     This  was.  equally  divided  between 
themselves  and  their  dog. .  About  noon  when  they 
had  travelled  on  the  track  through  all  its  windings 
and  doublings  for  at  least  twenty  miles,  they  were 
unable  to  distinguish  the  North  from  the  South, 
and  of  course  considered  themselves  lost  in  tbfi 
bojipndiess    immensity    of    immeasurable    forests. 
They  resolved  to  .pursue  the  bear  no  longer,  con- 
floiouA  that  it  would  lead  them  still  further  into  the 
wilderness,  from  which  they  apprehended  they 
could  not  without  difficulty  extricate  themselves ; 
for  the  snow  was  disappearing  fa^it,  and  the  rain 
continuing  to  increase.      They  now  recollected, 
th^t,  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  they  had  crossed 
o^et  the  track  of  another  bear  which  they  fancied 
would  lead  them  to  the  settlements.     This  they 
unwisely  resolved  to  follow*  consoling  themselves 
with  the  thought,  that  if  it.  should  not  conduct 
them  to  the  abodes  of  man,  it  might  lead  them  to 
the  bear's  retreat ;  and  that  if  they  should  succeed 
in  killing  him  in  a  spot  even  remote  from  any  settle- 
ment, his  flesh  would  afford  them  nourishment,  and 
his  skin  a  more  comfortable  couch  than  the  snow- 
covered  deserts  oi;i  which  they  had  bivomced  the 
"  o3 
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preceding  night. .  Hope,  wbieh, — though  it  ofken 
bids  desponding  thoughts  depart,  and  sometimes 
cheers  us  in  the  darkest  hour, — is  too  frequently  the 
cause  of  our  expecting  where  expectation  is  vain 
and  disappointment  ruinous,  had,  in  the  present 
instance,  nearly  precipitated  its  unfortunate  vo- 
taries into  the  vortex  of  irretrievable  misery^ 
They  followed  on  the  track,  until  the  snow 
completely  disappeared,  and  the  sky  became  so 
dreadfully  overcast,  that  they  were  compelled  to 
relinquish  all  ideas  of  hunting,  and  to  think  only  of 
escaping  from  solitude  and  starvation.  They  were 
by  this  time  on  the  banks  of  a  small  rivulet,  the 
course  of  which  they  resolved  to  pursue,  expecting 
that  it  would  eventually  lead  them  to  the  Thames, 
into  which  they  calculated,  as  a  matter  of  un- 
doubted certainty,  it  emptied  itself.  On  the  banks 
of  this  rivulet  they  passed  the  second  night,  but 
were  not  able  to  get  any  sleep.  It  rained  inces- 
santly, and  they  suffered  much  from  their  exposed 
situation;  for  they  were  only  partially  covered 
with  a  few  strips  of  bark.  The  wolves  howled 
arbund  them,  and  the  tempest  "fiercely  blew.'' 
The  trees  bent  their  proud  crests  even  with  the 
ground ;  and  many,  torn  up  by  the  root*-  through 
the  violence  of  the  wind,  fell  td  rise  no  more,  near 
the  very  spot  on  which  oilr  travellers  vainly  sought 
repose. 

On  the  third  diay  they  continued  their  journey 
down  the  brook,  which,  growing  wider  and  wider^ 
inclined  them  to  think  it  was  the  head  of  some 
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eiteniive  river,  aiatd  thieiy  fabped,  it  would  j^pve  tq 
be  that  of  the  Thameeu  The  violence  of  the  ftom. 
begun  to  subsidy  a^out  .no9Q5  bat  wi^ho^it  any> 
abatement  of  the  cold^  or  oensatioA  of  the  rain, 
vliich  continued  to  fall  during  the  whole  of  tha 
day.  A  little .  before  sunset, they  fired  at  a  par- 
tridge, but  unfortunately  missed  it.  Three  charges; 
of  powder  and  shot  were  now  all  that  remained  : 
Still  hope,  with  its  sustaining  infiuenoe*  prevepte^ 
tiieir  hearts  from  sinking  within  them,  and  s^ill  did 
tfaey  expect  a  speedy  termination  of  their  toils  and 
sufferings.  But  another  joyless  night  found  theqi 
waking  in  all  its  watches,  and.  another  sunless 
noming  saluted  them, — the  victims  of  despair.  ^ 

On  the  fourth  day^  they  felt,  exoesavely  hungry . 
ind  weak ;  their  thirst  also  was  iqsatiable,  being 
oon^>elled  every  five  or  six  ipinutes  to  drink*^ 
In  the  aHempon^.  their  iiunger  mpreased  to  such  a 
de|^ree»  jtha|;  they  could  have  ^atej^  any  thing; 
^xeept  homan  |iesh*  Sixty  hours  ^ad  now  elapsed 
wijihont  Ij^oir  haying  tasted  food  of  any  kiqd ;  and 
the  appfdling  idea  of  suffering  by  starvation,  for 
the  first  ;tiQie,  (graded  itself.  Before  the  close  of 
the  day,  however,  they  succeeded  in  shootyig  a 
par(ri^:«i9.9ne  Wf  9f  whjch  they  imprudently  ate 
•s  their  supper,  and  feasted  on  the  remainder  at 
bi«ipik|ia«t  the  ens|ifng  morning,— thus  fulfilling  the 
seriptwal  iDjunqtion  in  a  sense  in  which  it  was  not 
cenveyed,  ^fTake  no  thought  for  the  morrow  J' 
They  decl^ied,  their  hunger  was  no  more  appeased 
Vy^id^gfthis%d,thcw.U  would  haye  been  at  % 
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ttbrd  fortunate  ^period  ^f  their  liVe»^  b}r*iWftlldWiii|r 
a^chehry !  Little  mote  timn  <me  dbar^e  oif^p^wdor 
\m§'  hoi^  left;  and  this  iEey  resolVed  to  preierve 
for  Kghting  Ares,  knd^wg^  as  the  fro0t  ftad  again 
liet'iii,  thatt  if'tbe^  were*  exposed  for  a-single  nigfat 
to  tlie  weather,  vniho^  the  protection  of  a  fire> 
they  ttiust  inevitabty  periib. 

The  fifth  night  prov^ed  extremely  ccdd,  and 
ifowlan  perc€>iv«^d  in  the  morning  that  his  feet  were 
badly  fi^ozen.  Pitiable  as  their  situation  was  befit^e 
this  heart-rending  event,  it  then  became  still  more 
^'Tretched.  Thia  unforttihate  man  had  now  to 
endure  a  complication  of  unprecedented  nufiferings. 
To  the  imperative  liankerings  of  hunger  which  he 
could  not  satisfy,  a  continual  thirst  which- he  could 
not  appease,  a  violent  fever  which  seemed  not  to 
abate,  and  the  '*  pelting  of  the  pitiless  storm''  from 
which  he  bad  no  shelter,  there  wa^  added  a  spe« 
cies  of  torment  the  most  excruciating  that  human 
nurture  is  doomed  to  suffer«  Until  this  deplorable 
ev^nt,  they  had  travelled  sl^teast  fifty  milefii  a  d^y, 
—^walking,  or,  as  they  expressed  it,  running  from 
before  sun-rise  until  after  sun-set.  They  were 
now  unable  to  perform  more  thaA  half  their  accus- 
tomed journey,  and  even  that  with  the  utmost 
difficiilty.  ;  '  .  . 

Oh  the  afternoon  of  the  rf*th  day,  the  sun  Ap- 
peared fpr  a  few  mom^nlsi,  arid  cotivfneed  th^m 
that  they  wei%  hbt  6h  the  bdnks  bf  the  iPhiittMs. 
The  knowledge  of  this  gavd  1*ein  'Atich'  uileasi- 
he8s>  from  a  conviction  which  it  impressed  on  their 
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mindtf  tdut  ih^  wtrcrttt  the  bttBk«  of  a  river  which 
night  lead  tiiem  to  the  desolate  and  uninhabited 
shomi  of  Lake  Haron  or  Lake  St.  Glair*  Still  they, 
pselarred  following  its  oourse^  bojung  to  discover 
some  Indkui  settlement,  wfaioh  they  could  have  no 
expectation  of  finding  if  they  departed  from  its 
margin.  Immediately  after  the  sun  had  disap- 
peared, they  discovered  a  boat  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  and,  a  little  further  down^  a 
oaaoe.  The  appearance  of  these  vessels  induced 
them  to  think,  that  a  new  settlement  could  not  be 
£Eir  distant ;  but,  when  they  had  travelled  several 
miles  further,  and  had  not  met  with  any  other 
traces  of  inhabitants,  they  concluded  that  the  ves- 
leb  had  been  drivenwdown  the  river  by  the  ice 
daring  the  late  thaw,  and  had  been  stopped  at  the 
point  where  they  were  first  noticed.  They  were 
just  about  to  cut  down  some  timber  for  the  nighty 
when  they  observed  a  stack  of  hay  a  few  perches 
before  them,  and  on  their  side  of  the  river.  The 
hay  appeared,  to  have  been,  mowed  on  the 
flats,  or  shallows,  where  it  grows  spontaneously 
beneath  the  gloomy  shades  of  the  overhanging 
forest:  This  circumstance,  when  coupled  with  their 
recent  discovery  of  the  boat  and  canoe,  convinced 
them,  that  they  were  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  some  settlement.  The  hay-'stack  affc^rded 
them  a  comfortable  asylum  for  the  nighty  and 
appealed  to  them  the  most  enviable  bed  on^which 
they  had  evM*  reeUyaed. 
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On  tli^Rk>rning  of 'tlie*  seventh  day^  thdy  rose, 
much  refreshed^  having  enjoyed,  for  the  firat  time 
eince^bey  left  home,  a  fS&w  hours  of  sound  sleep. 
They  were  confirmed  afresh,  ly  the  incident  of 
the  stack,  in  their  resolution  to  keep  close  to  the 
river,  being  elated  with  the  idea  that  it  would  cer* 
tainly  lead  them  to  some  inhabited  place.  Bat 
their  dog,  the  faithful  companion  of  their  dangers 
and  partaker  in  their  sufferings,  was  that  morning- 
unable  to  proceed  any  farther^  When  he  attempted' 
to  follow  them,  he  staggered  a  few  paces,  and  then 
fell,  but  had  not  power  to  rise  again.  The  hun- 
ger of  the  men  had,  by  this  time,  increased  to  such 
a  degree,  that  they  could  have  eaten  the  most 
loathsome  food;  yet  they  desisted  frpm  killing  thc^ 
dog; — they  left  him  to  die  a  lingering  death, 
rather  than  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  a 
fellow-sufferer.  Scarcely  had  they-  proceeded  a 
mile  beyond  the  hay-stack^  when  they  were  inter- 
cepted by  an  itnpassable  swamp,  which  compelled 
them  to  leave  the  direction  of  the  river.  DiflS^ 
culties  seemed  to  surround  them  on  every  hand, 
and  success  appeared  to  smile  on  them  fOr  a  mo^ 
ment  but  to  add  to  their  other  sufferings  the  pangs 
of  blighted  hope  and  bitter  disappointment.  They 
were  compelled  to  wander  once  more  into  the 
pathless  desert,  with  very  feint  expectations  of 
regaining  the  river. 

They  walked  a  considerable  dintance   on  the 
eighth  day ;  and  at  four  o'clock  on  the  ninths  dilH 
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otned  tfie  trucks  of  two  men  and  a  dog*  They 
now  imagined  the  long-wishedrfer  settlement  a§ 
hand :  With  renewed  spirit  and  alacrity^  therefore^' 
they  pushed  onward,  indulging  by  the  way  •the' 
pleasing  reflection,  that  the  issue  of  the  newly  dis^ 
covered  track  would  erelong  terminate  their  woes^ 
imd  bring  them  to  enjoy  once  more  the  unspeakable 
pleasure  of  human  society.  Judge  then  what  must 
have  been  their  feelings,  when,  towards  evenings 
they  were  brought  to  the  very  spot  on  which  they 
had  lain  five  nights  before!  Hope  now  no  longer 
shed  her  delusive  rays  into  their  hearts;  and  they 
neither  had  a  thought,  nor  felt  adesire,  to  prolong  a 
miserable  existence.  They  sat  down,  therefore^ 
without  md^ing  a  fire,  and  formed  a  resolutiotiy 
that  tiight,  to  end  both  their  miseries  and  their 
lives.  The  tears  trickled  down  their  haggard 
cheeks,  as  they  gazed  upon  each  others  altered 
countenance ;  and  the  chief  dread  which  both  felt; 
was,  that  the  one  should  die  before  his  companion, 
and  leave  the  survivor  to  expire  unpitied  and  unseem 
Another  reflection  added  poignancy  to  their  suffer*^, 
ings ;  and  that  was,  the^  idea  of  being  devoured j 
after  death,  by  the  ravenous  monsters  of  thewil* 
demess^  Howay,  however,  with  some  degree  of 
fortitude  endeavoured  to  compose  himself,  trusting^ 
that  ^^  though,  after  his  skin,  wolves  should  de- 
stroy his  mortal  body,  yet  in  his  flesh  should  be  see 
€}ed ;  whom  he  should  see  for  himself,  and  his  eyes 
8he«ld  behold,  and  not  another.^  But  Nowlan, 
though  sixty-four  winters  had  furrowed  his  cheeks^ 
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|iad  very  UtUe  Doiio^  of  a  future  jrtaie^r-^iLi  pediili- 
al|le  body  alone  angrpmed  his  attention.  Educajtiedf 
or  rather  reared,  i;^  this,  land  of  impiety  and  iofir 
delity,  hia  ideas  of  the  Deity >nd  of  his  attributes 
were  little  calculated  tpfleyate  his  views  from  the 
ilftiseries  of  this  World,  to  the  felicities  of  another 
and  a  better.  He  had,  scarcely  ®ver  heard  tbo 
sound,  of  the  Gospel,  ^nd  4^|iew  nothing )of  its  offers 
of  mercy.  In  this  world  he  had  no  longer  any 
ipterest;  and  about  the  eternal  concerns  of  the 
next,  he  was  wholly  ignorant  and  seemed  uttei^y 
unoQoeemed.  How  dej^orable  the  situation  of 
syuQh  a  being  I  Better  for  him  had  he  never  bee^ 
born  I  With  bright  an,d  well-founded  prospects.of 
9,  blissful  im^mortality,  a  man  may  rejoice  in  tlu» 
n^dst  of  tribulations,  if  possible,  still  more  acute  j 
bif t,  without  these  powerful  consolations  in  a  dying; 
hour,  he  must  sink  in  despair  beneath  the  acc)imtt« 
lated  weight  of  misery  and  remorse. 
,  After  indulging  in  the  gloomiest  refleotiops,^ 
n(9arly  an  hour, — during  which  time  they  both 
declared,  that  if  a.  tree  had  then  been  jIn  .thye^( 
pf /ailing  on  them,  they  w^ould  not  have  nvM)e  mj. 
exertion  to  escape  from  its  destructive  stroke^T-^ 
they  b^gan  to  look  upon  it  e^  their  duty  to  empkfy 
the  meo^ns,  which  Pi?QvideQce  l^ui.  .plneed  ^wjtli^ 
th^ir  reach)  for  the  preserveiion  of  that  life' whioh 
He  who  gave  .pii9setiped  the  sola  itight  of  takiip^jf 
Away,  and  they  rasolviediOpace  more  to  light  a  ftre« 
T<hi^'  with  the  utpuMt  difficulty^,  ^^y.  Bwami^ 
plwhed^  JoTtthej^/i^^re^^^^muph  Ael^UtiiW'Wi^cJN 
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scarcely  able  to  exert  themselved  in  collecting  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  fuel :  As  they  consumed  the 
last  grain  of  their  powder  in  thris  operation,  ^hey 
became  susceptible  but  of  one  emotion,^Hat  erf 
indescribable  horror,  at  the/  idea  of  being  com- 
pelled, ere  another  nighf  should  elapse,  to  pay 
the  debt  of  nature  in  it  mafiner  the  most  abhor- 
rent to  their  feelings.  They  no\i^  conversed' freely i 
but  in  a  melancholy  stram,'on  the  method  in  W^hioh 
it  was  most  likely  that  the  frost  would  accomplish 
their  destruction,  and  agreed  in  the  opinion,  that 
it  would  first  attack  the  extremities  of  their  bodies; 
and  gradually  proceed  up  towards  the  vitals; 
antil  their  heaHs'-blood  s^oiild  become  congealed 
to  ice.  After  this  discourse,  they  lay  down',  almost 
unmindful  of  the  past,  dnd' careless  about  tKe 
future,  endeavouring  to  resign  themselves  to  the 
fate  which  awaited  them,  Whatever  that  might  b^! 
On  the  morning  of  the  ninth  day  of  theif 
deplorable  wanderings,  they  arose  in  a  state  of 
perfect  apathy,  and  begun  to  traverse  the  same 
lands  which  they  had  so  reluctantly  trodden  six 
days  before.  In  the  evening  they  arrived  at  the 
hay-staok,  where  they  left  the  dog :  They  ftrand 
him  still  living,  but  OBableto  get  up  on  his  feet; 
He  was  reduced  to  a  mere  nkeleton,  and  appeaMd 
to  be  in  the  agonies  of  death.  '  The  desire  of  Bfo 
<mte  inore  took  its  seat  in  their  hearts,  and  they 
resolved^  to  seek  diligently  for  some  s6rt  of  food, 
Tteirappetkes  were  now  souneonq  uerably  ravenotil, 
tUat  they  stripped  ihe  bark  off  afi  elm-treie^  Ui<i 
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devoured  large  quantities  of  its  inner  rind^  Scarcely 
bad  th^y  eaten  it,  however,  when  they  became 
exceedingly  delirious,  and  were  forced  to  lie  down 
among  the  hay,  where  they  remained  until  morning 
in  an  agony  of  despair. 

By  daylight,  on  the  10th  morning,  they  were 
much  better,  and  would  have  arisen,  but,  recollect- 
ing that  they  now  possessed  no  materials  for  light- 
ing a  fire,  they  resolved  to  roll  themselves  up  in 
the  hay  again,  and  quietly  await  the  hour  of  dis- 
solution, whenever  it  should  arrive.  Their  reso- 
lution had  but  just  been  formed,  when,  they  heard 
the  joyful  so^nd  of  a  cow-bell,  "f^  which  seemed  to 
proceed  from  the  opposite  shore  of  the  river.  They 
lirose  imniediately,  and,  on  looking  over  the  water, 
perceived,  to  their  infinite  satisfaction,  a  log-house 
recently  erected,  but  yet  without  any  appearance 
f>f  inhabitants.  For  some  time  they  felt  inclined 
to  distrust  the  evidence  of  their  senses,  and  to  con- 
'ftider  the  log-house  as  a  creature  of  their  disturbed 
imaginations*  They  recollected  passing  that  way 
befcore,  without  observing  any  building;  but,  on 
calling  to  mind  the  circumstance  of  seeing  the  boat 
hnd  the  c^poe,  they  were  convinced  that  all  was 
iieaKty — ^delightful,  heart-cheering  reality !  They 
therefore  resolved,  by  some  means  or.  other  to  ford 
Che'riv^r;    and,   walking  with  feeble  steps  but 

t  The  sound  of  a  cow-bell  is  always  considered  a  joyful  sound, 
by  persons  who  are  lost  in  the  woods ;  for  when  they  meet  with 
domestic  animals  of  any  kind,  they  are  generally  hxite  of  soon 
lUscov^ng  a  settlethent 
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boundiBg  bdart»  dlong  th6  bioik^-  they  goon  dig-> 
covared  a  crowing-place.  On  arriving  at  Uio 
opfKwite  shore^  they  were  met  by  a  white  man  amd 
two  Indiansiy  who  took  them  to 'the  house  of  one 
Townsend^  with  whom  they  were  well  acquainted, 
and  from  whom  l^hey  experienced  every  mark  of 
attention  which  their  wretched  condition  required* 
The  heart  of  aensibility,  if  conversant  with  afflicr 
tion^  may  form  some  estimate  of  their  feelings  at 
that  moment.  Every  tender  emotion,  of  which 
the  soul  of  unlettered  man  is  susceptible,  may  be 
supposed  to  have  been  in  full  exercise  at  that  exhir 
Jarating  interview :  And  if  a  single  feeling  had 
then  any  marked  preponderance  over  another,  it 
most  have  been  that  of  gratitui>£ — ^boundlpss^ 
unspeakable  gratitude,  to  the  Protecting  Power 
of  an  Almighty  and  Gracious  Deliverer. 

A  few  months. previous  to  this  event,  Townsend 
had  discovered  a  salt^spring  on  the- banks  of.  the 
river  Sauble ;  and  was  at  this  time  preparing  to 
commence  a  manufactory  of  that  article,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  twenty  miles  from  any  humian 
habitation.  This  embryo  salt-manufactory  was 
the  building  which  Howay  and  Nowlan  discovered 
after  they  heard  the  ringing  of  the  cow-bell : :  It 
was  a  fortunate  circumstance  for  them ;  for,  if  this 
spot  had  been  uninhiabited,  as  it  was  a  short  time 
before,  they  must  unquestionably  have  breathed 
their  last  on  the  banks  of  that  unexplored  river, 
which  flows  into  Lake  Huron,  at  a  point  which  is 
nearly  100  miles  from  any  settlement.     They  were 
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only  so  miles  from  theTLake,  when  intMrrupted  by 
the  swamp,  in  avoiding  which  they  had  inadvert- 
ently wandered  back  into  the  woods,  and,  on  dis- 
covmng  their  own  tracks,  returned  unconseioosly 
to  the  place  where  they  had  lain  five  nights  before, 
— a  catastrophe  which,  at  the  time,  they  lamented 
as  a  dire  misfortune,  but  which  afterwards,  as  you 
have  seen,  wasrthe  cause  of  their  final  deliver- 
ance. 

At  Townsend's  house,  they  were  fifty  miles  from 
home;  every  yard  of  which  they  had  to  travel 
through  the  wilderness,  but  not  without  the  aid  of  a 
blazed  line>f  to  direct  them.  Nowlan's  feet  were  by 
this  time  in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  as  he  could 
not  procure  at  that  lonely  dwelling  the  materials 
necessary  to  prevent  mortification,  which,  he  was 
apprehensive,  would  very  soon  take  place,  he  and 
his  companion  set  off  early  on  the  following  morn- 
ing. Mrs.Townsend  kindly  furnished  them  with 
provisions,  and  every  thing  necessary  for  th^r 
journey ;  and,  on  the  eve  of  the  thirteenth  day 
after  their  departure  from  the  Talbot  Settlement, 
they  had  once  more  the  happiness  of  enjoying  the 
comforts  of  their  own  fire-sides.  So  much  for  the 
enviable  pleasures  of  the  American  bear- chase  I    ' 

t  When  the  Canadians  enter  the  forerts  to  form  a  settl^nent  or 
for  any  other  porpose,  they  mark  the  ronte  which  they  take,  hy 
catting  off  the  bark  from  the  trees  with  an  axe  aa  they  go  aloiy; 
and  the  paths,  dius  marked^  are  cailad  ''blaaed  lines." 
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TflE  WOLF^-THB  WOtVBRIKE^THE  FOZ-—THS  CATAMOUNT— -T.HB 
WILD  CAT— <rQB  LYNX^  OR  LOUP>CBRVIB»— THE  K^NCAJEW 
—THE  WEASEL— THE  ERMINE— THE  MARTIN— THE  MINK— -THE 
OTTER— THE  SKUNK— THE  OPOgSUM— THE  WOOD-CHUCK— THE 
HARB— ^KB  RACOON  — THE  eRSV^  BLACK/ RED,  StRIPBD^  AND 
FITUIO  ••OIBRBL— THE  BBAVBR— 'THB  MUSK  RAT^--«HB  MOOSlf 
— TilB  MOLB— THE   SEAL— THE  SEA-HORSE  AND   SJ^-COW. 

Guthrie,  in  his  "  Geographical,  Historical,  and 
Commercial  Grammar,"  has  the  following  sitrange 
pasntge  respecting  an  toimal,  too  well  known  in 
Ameriea :  "  Wolves  are  scarce  in  Canieida ;  hut 
''they  e€brd  the  finest  furs  in  all  the  country. 
^  Their  flesh  is  white,  and  good  to  eat ;  and  they 
**  pmrsae  their  prey  to  the  tops  of  the  tallest  trees.'' 
This  sentence  contains  no  less  than  five  positive 
aflwHions,  every  one  of  which  is  diametrically 
opposite  to  the  truth.  '  The  learned  Geographer, 
while  writing  this  singular  passage,  murt  either 
have  been  under  the  influence  ^f  an  eviLgenm^H  or 
must  have  Msolved  to  exeroisahis  talents  fer  fidbi i- 
cation  witb  a  t^ew  to  con vittce  the  public  of  theik* 
potency,  or  to  satisfy  himself  respecting  their  ex- 
tent. For  he  certainly  could  find  no  authority  in 
Vol.  I.  P  • 
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tliQ  annals  of  American  History,  for  declarations 
80  utterly  unfounded.  \ 

Wolves  are  very  numerous  in  every  part  of 
Canada :  They  produce  no  fur  at  all :  Their  skins 
are,  if  possible,  inferior  to  that  of  a  dog,  and  of  so 
little  value,  that,  when  the  animals  are  killed,  they 
are  seldom  deprived  of  their  pelts.  Their  flesh  is 
black,  and  so  wretchedly  bad,  that  the  most  savage 
inhabitant  or  wild  animal  of  the  wilderness  would 
not  attempt  to  touch  or  taste  it.  They  are  also 
uaabl^  to.  cljn^b  the  lowest  ti:^e;  and,  when  they 
are  pttrsuing.  any  otii^r  animal,  they  giva.  up  the 
chaee  the  taomefnt  that  their  prey  tateea  refuge  in  a 
tree; — ^Ther^  is  no  part  of  Canada  in  which  hordes, 
cows,  sheep,  and  hogs,  are  exempt  from  the  rava- 
ges of  these  desperate  animals ;  but  they  seldom 
attack  a.  mani  unless  they  are  greatly  oppressed 
withbunger^ 

In  the  United  States,. a  preQiiam  of  20,, and,  in 
son^e.piMrtsipf  30  dollarp>  is  given  to.  any  .person 
vf\io  produees.  a  wolf 's^  head  before  the.  nearest 
resident .  magistrate-  By  this,  means,  the  Am^riK^aBS 
may  ezp^^tito.see  the|m  soon  extirpated.  fro|n  thai 
€Otfntty«  1X1  oi^rtoia  Districts,  o^  Canada  also,  four 
dollws  afepff^red  f<]|r  every  wolf's  heaclj  provide4 
it  be.takjB^'by  a  white  taaxi.  Small  as  tbiji  siiiiiiS} 
yet  if  they.^puld  ezipxk^^i^e  same  bjounty  to  the 
Indians^  mora  of  these  ravetno^  beastsiwquld.  be 
de«troyed:in  one  naonthn,  t)ifw  are  now  killed  in 
half  a  a^niaty,  7het  natiyes,r  juytly  ofiend^id:  that 
ik^  bounty  is,  not;ext|^ed  to  t^nif,  woul^  B<)t 
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lacrifiee  a  charge  of  powder  and  ball,  if  they  weri 
confident  of  ghooting  half  a  dozen  wolves ;  for  their 
skins  are  of  no  value,  their  flesh  is  never  eaten> 
and  all  who  afe  acquainted  with  the  Indian  cha^ 
racter  know,  that  they  have  no  uncommon  predi- 
lection for  unprofitable  recreation,  and  will  therci- 
fore  pass  by  a  wolf  with  the  utmost  uticohcern.  A 
full-grown  wolf  is  as  large  as  an  English  mastiff, 
which  he  resembles  in  every  part  except  the  breast, 
where  he  is  more  strongly  built  than  a  dog.  Their 
howl  is  much  like  that  of  blood-hounds ;  which^ 
when  heard  in  the  night-time,  strikes  tefrror  into  the 
hearts  of  Europeans,  who  are  unaccustomed  to  such 
nocturnal  music. 

The  WoLVEutNBor  Carcajew,  sometimes  called 
^  the  Beaver-eater ,''  is  not  unlike  a  badger.  He 
is  about  two  feet  four  inches  long,  with  a  grosfis 
body,  short  thick  legs,  and  large  paws.  His  tail  h 
nearly  eight  inches  long,  and  very  bushy.  Hiii 
head  is  grey,  his  back  black;  and  his  abdomen^  a 
reddish  brown.  He  lives  in  holes,  and  is  carnivo- 
rous, subsisting  on  such  of  the  inferior  animals  as 
he  is  able  to  overcpme.  Pennant  says^  he  is  capa- 
ble of  destroying  a  deer  by  fastening  on  Its  body^ 
and  continuing  there  until  the  animal  becomes 
exhausted  by  its  exertions  to  extricate  itself:  Biit 
I  am  inclined  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  this 
remark. 

^PoiBS  are  very  numerous,  and  are  as  trouble- 
some to  the  fowl-houses,  as  the  wolves  are  to  tfee 
sheep-pens.    There  is  a  great  variety  of  them  ih 
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the  country,  although  they  are  not  often  seen  in 
the  day-time.  The  skin  of  the  Black  Fox  is  muoii 
esteemed,  and  is  worth  about  four  dollars:  Those 
of  the  grey  and  of  the  red  fox  are  commonly  sold 
for  about  six  shillings. 

The  Catamount  is  an  animal  of  the  cat  kind. 
It  has  not  been  often  seen  in  Canada  of  late  years. 
It  is  somewhat  longer  than  a  wolf,  and  has  a  tajl 
which  measures  nearly  three  feet,  with  short  legs 
-and  a  stout  body.  The  Catamount  is  said  to  feed 
on  blood,  .which  it  drinks  from  the  jugular  vein  of 
«uch  animals  as  it  is  able  to  subdue. 

The  Wild  Cat  is  a  most  formidable*looking 
animal.  He  has  an  enormous  head,  is  about  three 
fe^t  long,  with  remarkably  large  paw&  and  strong 
limbsi  He  is  exceedingly  fierce,  but  will  never 
attack  a  man,  except  when  provoked  by  wounds 
;^hioh  he  has  received.  His  colour  is  a  sallow*-grey, 
with  dark  spots  and  stripes. 

.  The  Lf  NX,  or  Laup-cervier^  is  not  often  seen  in 
.the  settled'  parts  of  Canada;  although,  to  judge 
from  the  number  of  skins  which  I  have  seen  in 
Montreal,  they  must  still  be  very  numerous  in  the 
,  North-west  territory.  The  Lynx  is  larger  than  a 
common-sized  cat,  and  is  covered  with  long  fine 
hair,  under  which  is  a  quantity  of  thick  fur.  His 
colour  is  a  mottled  grey,  except  his  tail,  whic^  is 
black. 

The  Kincajbw,  sometimes  improperly  called  ^he 
Caroajew,  is  about  the  same  size  as  a.  Lynx.  His 
shape  is  very  handsome,  and  his  limbn. formed  for 
Activity  and  speed.  His  tail  is  nearly  3  feet  long. 
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The  Weasel,  -r-JWw^&t  NiocUiSy  —  is  exaotljf^. 
similar  in  Summer  to  animals  of  the  same  species 
in  England.  Like  the  hare,,  he  turns  white  in 
Winter,  when  his  fur  is  remarkably  fine  aind  very 
beautiful. 

The  EHHisBy  —  Mustela  Candida,  —  diiFers  very 
little  from  the  weasel  in  size,  forkn,  and  habits.  In 
Summer,  there  is  a  black  spot  on  the  end  of  his. 
tail,  and  the  edges  of  his  ears  are  of  a  light  jgrey. 
in  Winter  he  is  entirely  white. 

The  Martin, — Maries  gt$ttur$  hdeo,' — is  mbfe 
than  double  the  size  of  a  weasel.  His  colour  is  a 
kind  of  sable-white,  which  is  never  changed  by  the 
weather.  These  animals  are  carnivorous,  five  on 
squirrels,  and  are  numerous  in  every  part  of  the 
'country. 

The  Mink  is  about  the  size  of  a  martin,  but  dif<* 
ferentin  his  colour  and  habits,  being  black  and 
Bmphibious. 

The  Otteks  of  Canada  do  not  differ  fromi  those 
of  England,  except  that  they  are  clothed  with  ft 
thicker  and  finer  coat  of  fur. 

The  Skonk,  or  American  Pole^cat,.— ildTosA^/a 
Americana  Fastida,  or  ''  Child  of  the  Devil,"  En- 
fimt  du  DiaUey — ^is  nearly  two  feet  long  and  pr^o* 
.portionally  thick.  His  tail  is  Iteg  and  bushy,  ai)d 
ills  hair  nearly  all  black,  with  a  few  white  dpots 
irregularly  interspersed  over  the  whole  body.  He 
sees  badly  in  the  day-time,  and  is  therefore  iieldom 
observed  abroad  but  m.the  ev^ngs,  when  .he 
makes'  his  appearance  in  search  of  food.  The.  Cwsa 
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diana  eat  hi»flesb;  and  his  oil  is  used  to  reduce 
swellings  wbioh  proceed  from  any  kind  of  braises. 
He  is  furnished  with  organs  for  secreting,  and- retain* 
ing  a  volatile  foetid  sort  of  liquor^  which  he  hem  also 
the  power  of  ejecting  to  the  distance  of  15  or  80 
yards.   When  attacked,  he  never  fails  to  discharge 
a  volley  of  this  offensive  ammunition  at  his  pur- 
suers ;  and  seldom  gives  up  the  contest,  until  his 
whole  stock  is  e:xhausted. 

The  Opossum, — DidelphisMarwpecUiSy'^iB  about 
80  inches  long.  His  tail  is  destitute  of  hair,  and 
covered  with  scales,  which  give  it  the  appearance 
of  a  snake's  body.  His  feet  and  ears  are  also  naked; 
and  he  makes  use  of  his  fore-paws  like  a  monkey. 
His  hair  is  lot\g  and  coarse ;  and  his  colour,  a  grey 
of  various  hues.  The  female  is  furnished  with  a 
pouch  under  the  abdomen,  in  which  she  secretes 
her  young,  whenever  attacked  either  by  man 
or  beast,  and  which  she  has  the  power  of  opening 
a&d  shutting  at  pleasure.  When  the  young  are 
first  brought  forth,  they  are  concealed  in  this 
pouch,  until  they  are  able  to  run  about. 

The  Wood-Ghvck,  or  Orovno-Hog,  is  an  in- 
ofiensive  animal.  His  body  resembles  that  of  an 
Bnglish  pig,  but  his  legs  are  like  those  of  a  bear, 
atid  his  head  exactly  similar  to  that  of  a  Iap«dog« 
fie  is  about  eighteen  inches  long  and  very  thiek, 
burrows  like  the  rabbit,  and  continues  in  his 
den  the  greater  part  of  the  winter.  He  is  grami- 
nivorous, and  his  flesh  is  said  to  be  quite  as  good  as 
mutton  t     In  appearance  it  is  equal  to  the  finest 
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hmb.  The  skin  of  this  iknimld  is  used  for  whip- 
^ibnga,  and  is  esteemed  greatly  superior  to  any 
other  leather  for  this  purpose. 

The  Caiiadian  HARE,~iepii«  Atemeoiiw,^^ 
small,  always  pibor,  and  never  worth  a  eharge  of 
powder  and  shot.     In  winter  it  is  perfectly  white. 

There  are  no  Rabbits  in  Caiiada,  except  such  as 
have  been  imported^ 

The  Racoon, — Ursus  Lotor^ — in  'form  and  dze, 
FesemUes  the  fox.  His  head,  feet  and  bbdy  are 
^ey;  and  his  tail,  which  is  long  and  bushy,  is 
eneir^kid  with  alternate  ringfc  of  grey  and  black. 
Ift  lii»  habits  he  bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  the 
sqairrel.  Like  him,  he  scales  the  loftiest  trees,  and 
i^rts  among  their  branches,  leaping  from  one  to 
another,  with  a  dexterity  almost  incredible.  His 
Ibod  oonsbrts  of  nuts  and  maize.  His  flesh  is  much 
esteemed  by  the  Canadians,  and  his  fur  is  used  in 
the  dianafacture  of  hats.  In  Winier  he  takes  up 
hb  sIm^  in  ihe  trunk  of  a  hollow  tree,  where, 
luwring  secured  a  sufbcient  stock  of  provisions,  he 
eostinuM  till  the  disappearing  of  the  snow.  He  is 
tamly  domesticated,  and  in  this  state  becomes  as 
i^iMtive  msd  Ikkischievous  as  a  monke]^. 

The  6r»y  Squirrbl^ — Seiurus  Ginerius, — ^is  not 
Irery  common  in  Canada ;  a  few,  however,  may  be 
iM&d  ki  every  part  of  the  country.  This  animal 
linearly  as  large  as  a  cat,  and,  like  all  others  of  the 
sqaiFVbl  kind,  is  excessively  proud.  He  is  indefati- 
^bly  employed  during  summer,  in  laying  up  his 
provisions  for  the  winter,  which   he  always  de- 
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posits  in  some  hdilow  tree  as  ne^r  as  possible  to  the" 
corn-fields.  It  is  a  singular  circumstance^  that  five: 
out  of  six  of  these  animals  are  castrated  ;  and  it  is 
still  more  singular^  that  this  operation  is  performed 
by  the  black  squirrels,  which  appear  to  be  in  a  state, 
of  perpetual  warfare  with  their  grey  brethren. 

The  Blace  Sq ui r  r e l, — Scitirus  mg«r,— is  a  very 
beautiful  animal.  His  body  is  about  twelve  inches 
long,  iind  his  tail,  which  is  remarkably  elegant  in 
its  shape,  is  nearly  the  same  length.  The  flesh  of 
this  animal  is  highly  esteemed  by  Canadian  epi- 
cures^ and  his  skin  is  of  some  value.  He  and  his 
aids-de-camp,  the  red  arid  striped  squirrels^  are  the 
cause  of  more  injury  to  the  farmer,  than. are  all 
the  other  animals  in  America  together,  the  wolf 
alone  excepted.:  They  not  unfrequently  destrpy 
whole  fields  of  corn  in  a  single  di^y.  It  is  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  and  the  greatest  vigilance^  that  a 
crop  of  corn^  which  is  contiguous  tothe  woods^oan 
be  preserved  from  these  and  other  miMraiiders,4iU 
it  has  attained  even  the  height  of  six  inches.  As 
soon  as  the  blade  appears  above  ground,  the  striped 
squirrel  commences  his  pernicious  attacks.  He  is 
followed  by  the  black-birds,  the  red-breasts  and 
the  caterpillars;  and  when  the  little  which  they 
l^ave  begins  to  ripen,  the  red  and  black  squirrels 
complete  the  work  of  destruction,  emdjinis  coranat 
opu9k  I  believe,  there  were  upwards  of  one  thoa- 
sand  acres  of  corn,  destroyed  by  the  squirrels  al<)n^, 
within  the  township  of  London,  in  the  summer  of 
1820;  and  I  have  every  year  seen  many  families, 
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who  were  nearly,  and  some  entirely^  redtiied  to  a 
state  of  actual  want,  by  these  and  other  mis^ 
chievous  quadrupeds  and  insects. 
•  The  Rbd  Squirrel  is  smaller  than  th^  black  oney 
and,  if.  possible,  more  beautiful.  He  is,  like  al| 
others  of  the  squirrel  species,  fond  of  migrating 
from  place  to '  place ;  and  possesses  a  singular 
address  in  crossing  brooks,  rivers,  and  small  lakes. 
On  arriving  at  ^  piece  of  water,  which  they  wish 
to  cross,  a  large  party  of  red  squirrels  assemble 
together,  and  constructing  a  raft  of  sufiBcient  size^ 
which  they  launch  without  any  difficulty,  embark^ 
fearless  of  shipwreck;  and  turning  up  their  spread- 
ing taib  to  the  propitious  breeze,  are  speedily 
wafted  across  to  the  opposite  shore. 

The  Striped  Squirrel  is  still  smaller  than  the 
red,  and  subsists  on  nuts,  fruit,  maize  and  other 
grain..  He  can  ascend  the  loftiest  trees,  and  spring 
from  bough  to  botigh  with  the  activity  of  a  bird.  It 
is  the  custom  of  the  striped  squirrel  to  burrow  in 
the  ground.;  and  he  is  seldom  seen  during  Winter. 
Animals  of  this  kind  are  so, numerous  in  every  part 
of  Canada,  that  a  jiingle  man  might  easily  kill  a 
hundred  of  t^em  in  a  few  hours. 

The  FiiYiNo  Squirrel — Scmrm  Americanus  Fo- 
Axfit-^is  the  smallest  and  most  singular  animal  of 
the  class  of  squirrels.  The  fore  and  hind  legs  are 
.connected  together,  and  to  the  belly,  by  a  duplicature 
of  the  skin.  By  extending  this  membrane,  it  is 
able  to  leap  from  tree  to  tree  with  great  facilty 
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Itstail,  whioii  is  Bat^  fl»rve»as  a  rudder  to  direct  ile 
course.     Its  food  is  nuts  and  firuit* 

The  Beater^ — Castor  ccutanei  coloris  ccmda  ho^ 
rtsumtaUier  plana^ — of  all  the  brute  oreation,  is 
endowed  with  an  instinct,  the  mopt  powerful,  and 
liearing  the  nearest  resemblance  to  intelleetaal 
capacity. .  He  is  a  perfect  architect,  and  a  wonder- 
fully  practical  advocate  lor  maintainiiig  the  bonda 
of  society.  It  is  difficult  for  a  person  who  is 
unacquainted  with  tihose  countries  of  which  tim 
beaver  is  an  inhabitant,  to  form  any  julit«oncfiptioii 
pf  hn  inimitable  skill  in  architecture,  and  of  hie 
laborious  endeavours  to  render  society  tihily  -vfalu-3 
aUe,  by  the  nuitual  exertion  pf  combined  force 
in  producing  individual  cppifort  and  ooUe^ive 
happiness.  It  is  absolutely  neeettary  to  view  the 
admirably  eonstructed  mansioiM  of  these  aoimtds, 
l)efore  their  jikill  and  industry  can  be  properly 
appreeilited.  The  beaver,  when  fttll  grown,  sekbm 
weighs  more  than  60  lbs ;  and  is  only  two  foet  nine 
inohes  long,  from  the  snout  to  the  insertion  of  the 
tail.^  The  ctrctfmference  of  the  body  seareely 
exceeds  twenty-seven  inches.  He  possessM  no 
greater  strength  or  power  of  instinct,  oonskkred 
individually,  than  any  other  animal  of  equal  size 
and  similar  construction.  But  when  viewed  in  the 
light  of  his  gregarious  propeniities*  he  yields  td 
Kkme  but  man  in  the  attributes  of  reason,  reflection, 
foresight  and  design.  He  oontemplates,  foresees, 
designs  ^nd  executes,  with  a  facility  and  ex»kotoees 
that  seem  more  than  instinctive.    They  can  impede 
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tfaa  course  of  the  most  rapid  ri vers/ and  diroet  the 
waters  into  new  channels.  TAey  can  lay  prostrate 
the  loftiest  trees^  and  are  at  once  lahonrers^ 
masons,  carpenters,  and  architects;  disj^yiog  ite 
eaeh  of  the»9  caipaeities  a  veadihess  and  skill,  whiob 
liave  faben  fondly  supposed  to  belong  to  lordly  qoan 
alone,  ^nd  which  are  scarcely  inferior  to  those  that 
are  derired  from  the  knowledge  acquired  hy  human 
experience. 

Providence,  as  though  it  designed  this  animal  to 
be  distinguished  from  every  other,  as  well  by  the 
smgolarity  of  its  own  eon{0rnuition>  as  by  that  GtiH 
abode,  seems  to^have  fermediton  a  j^nihmany  in- 
stances different  from  other  qulEuirupeds.  lU  tail  ia 
flat  and  oval,  and  covered  with  scales,  like  that  of  » 
M:  with  Jtfaiv  it  steers  itis  course  in  the  itoost 
rapid  currents^  and  directfl  all  its  other  moticms  m 
tile  water.  It  has  memfaranes  between  the  toes  of 
its  land  feet,  bitt  nohe  between  those  of  iJse  fwe 
mes.  Its  fore  part  in  every  reapect  resembled  that 
of  a  terrene  animal,  its  hinder  pari  has  all  the 
characteristics  that  distinguish  an  aquatic  being. 
It  has  four  teeth,  which  acjrve  occasionally  a^  aq 
axe,  a  saw,  and  aa  adze.  The  curioiia  collocation  of 
these  teeth  is,  wh^  duly  applied^  perfectly  ade-« 
quale  to  the  pvompt  discharge  of  their  various 
and  important  functions. 

When  beavers  ere  deprived  of  their  habitations 
by  the  lawless  treachery  of  man,  they  assemble  in 
the  early  part  of  Summer  to  erect  others  in  a  new, 
aud,  if  posie^ble,  in  a  mora  se^re  situatioR.     For 
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this  purpose,  they  fteleot  tome  part  of  a  lake  or 
river,  on  the  banks  *of  which  they  can  easily  pro-' 
cure  a  sufScient  supply  of  timber  as  well  for  their 
personal  sustenaiioe,  as  for  the  erection  of  their 
dams.  Having  fixed  on  the  most  eligible  situation, 
they  begin  to  gnaw  down  one  Of  the  largest  trees 
they  can  find,— taking  especial  care,  that,  if  on 
the  bank  of  a  river,  it  shall  fall  directly  athwart 
the  stream.  As  many  as  can  conveniently  mt 
arbiind  this  tree,  which  is  generally  six  feet  in  cir- 
cumference, continue  to  gnaw  it  about  eighteen 
inches  from  the  ground,  until  it  ^^boWs  obedience" 
to  their  indefatigable  exertions.  While  one  party  is 
thus  employed,  another  is  exercising  its  «kiU  in 
cutting  down  smaller  trees,  and  a  third  in  making 
mortar  and  drawing  it  to  the  edge  of  the  contem- 
plated dam.  This  part  of  their  labour  is  performed 
in  the  most  laughable  manner.  After  theybave 
reduced  the  mortar,  or  clay,  to  a  state  of  sufBcient 
consistency  and  adhesiveness,  one  of  the  largest 
beavers  lies  down  upon  his  back,  and  sufibrs  hiti 
co^adjutors  to  heap  up  a  prodigious  quantity  of  the 
prepared  cement  on  his  belly.  When  he  is  thus 
laden,  two  carriers  seize  hold  of  him  by  the  ears^ 
and  drag  the  passive  creature,  groaning  beneath 
the  oppression  of  his  burden,  to  the  water's  edge : 
Then,  entering  the  river,  they  float  him  along  to 
that  paH  of  thd  dam  which  more  immediately 
^  requires  the  aid  of  their  cargo. 

Their  dams  are  often  from  IdO  to  200  f^t  long, 
and  when  this  is^the  casd,  they  fell  a  tree  on  eaeh 
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side  6f  the  river,  ia  raoh  a  manner^  that  their  topi 
unite  in  the  middle.  They  afterwards  gnaw  off  the 
branches  which  prevent  the  trees  from  lying  close 
to  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  then  they  float  down  a 
quantity  of  the  smaller  timber,  in  the  cutting  and 
preparing  of- which  one  party  continues  sedulously 
engaged.  These  sticks,  which  are  usually  four 
inches  in  diameter,  they  cut  into  lengths  of  about 
six  feet;  and,  pointing  them  at  one  extremity,  make 
them  fast  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  placing  them  a 
short  distance  apart^  and  uniting  them  in  the  same 
way  as  men  do  the  ribs  of  a  basket.  This  may  be 
called  the  frame  of  the  work,  or  rather  the  skele- 
ton of  the^  dam- wall. 

Their  next  employment,  after  they  have  made 
the  dam  tight  with  clay,  is  the  division  of  the  river 
below  into  equal  rectangular  compartment^.  The 
.division-walls  of  th^se  compartments  are  raised  to 
the  surface  of .  the  water:  They  are  composed 
entirely  of  clay,  and  uniformly  two  feet  in  thick- 
ness. Oyer  these,  they  build  arches;^ and  begin  the 
erection  of  their  attic  apartments,  which  are  inva- 
riably of  a  circular  form^  and  can  only  be  entered 
from  the  water  beneath.  These  are  also  arched 
and  plastered  so  neatly,  and  with  such  durable 
materials,  that  they  resist  the  force  of  the  most 
violent  and  protracted  rains,  and  are  impenetrable 
to  any  but  the  ruthless  hands  of  man.  The  tails 
of  these  animals  answer  the  two-fold  purposte.  of  a 
^pade  andatroweL  They  use  thorn  in  the  mixture 
of  their  mortar^  and  in  plastering  their  walls ;  which 
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k  adcompUshekl  in  a  style  of  neaiinedd  soafcely  infe- 
rior to  the  handy-work  of  the  most  eminent  stocco* 
artists.    The  lower  apartnients  are  never  made  use 
of,  but  as  a  refuge  in  the  time  of  invasion^  atid  for 
aquatic  recreations.     Those  of  the  second  story  are 
divided  into  dwelling-houses,  breeding^apartinents, 
and  provision*stores ;   the  two  first  of  which  are 
always  tastefully  strewed  over  with  leaves  and 
herbage  of  various  kinds.     The  provision-stores 
are  the  comm6n  property  df  all ;  but  each  of  the 
families  has  its  own  distinct  apartment^  to  which 
its  members  never  admit  strangers,  except  in  the 
capacity  of  visitors.     Their  store-rooms  are  con- 
stantly supplied  with  an  abundance  of  yoiing  and 
tender  trees,  of  which  they  are  particularly  f<Hid^ 
and  on  which  they  at  all  times  subsdst.    The  num- 
ber of  beavefs  composing  a  community  of  this  na- 
ture, is  indeterminate  ;  they  are  seldom,  however, 
more  than  200,  or  less  than  30.  Everv  family  con- 
sists of  four  or  six  members ;  and^  notwithstanding 
the  condensed  state  of  their  society,  and  the  num^ 
ber  of  animals  of  which  it  is  composed,  peace  and 
unanimity  are  the  constant  companions  of  their 
lives,  and  the  inmates  of  their  abodes.     They  have 
no  domestic  broils,  no  political  quarrels,  no  com- 
mercial disputes,  no  separate  interests,  no  indivf- 
duial  pursuits.     They  labour  not  for  the  particular 
aggrandizement  of  a  few,   but  for  the  comioion 
benefit  of  all.    The  instinct  of  each  is  the  same; 
and  the  leadings  of  that,  instinct  directing  them  to 
the  trial  and  accmnplishmeht  of  an  object  which 
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the  individiial  labours  of  one  could  novel*  oompBas^'' 
they  are  thda  indissolubly  bbund  together ;  and^like 
a  chain^  the  separation  of  whoae  links  would  frusk 
trate  its  intended  use^  they  could  ndt  ittttiacUvely 
yield  obie^enoe  to  the  dictates  of  their  nature 
in  a  state  of  dispersion  or  separation.  In  this 
manner,  their  coUectite  safety  and  enjoyment 
are  made  to  depend  upon  individttal  exertion  and 
personal  happiness. 

Beside  the  worth  of  his  fur,  the  beaver  affords 
another  valuable  commodity,  which  holds  out  a 
powerful  inducement  to  the  labours  of  t]be  hmiter, 
atid  one  which  of  itself  wduld  be  sufficient  to  ren- 
dw  thesfe  ammah  the  objects;  of  pgrofitable  porataii. 
I  itUude  to:  the  Castorium,  vfhi6h  is  found  in  a 
membrane  behind  the  kidneys. ,  The  value  of  this 
article  i»  well  known^  even  to;  the  Ihdianti. 

It  is  in  Winter,  when  the  rivers*  and'  the  lakes 
ate  frozen  over,  that  these  animals  are  destroyed 
IB  the  gjreatest  nQmbers.  The  hunter,  on  approach- 
ing tbo  dam,  cuts  various  holes  in  the  ice,  at  ft 
considerable  distance  below  their  habitations.  Then, 
by  breaking  open  the  upper  a^partments^  be  suc- 
eeed«  in  driving  them  under  the  ice;^  biit>  as 
they  eanno^t  exist  in  the  water  without  frequent 
opportunities  of  breathings  they  resort  to  the  open- 
inga  whioh  are  made  in  the  ice>  and,  on  putting 
tiieir  heads  hhove  the  water,  are  immediately 
speared  by  persons^  who  are  waiting  for  the  pur- 
pose^ In*  ibis  manner,  hundreds  of  them  are  often 
destroyed  in '  a  Mngle  hon^ ;  and  it  is  by  no  mentis 
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improbable,  that,  before  the  li^fwe  of  another  cen* 
tary,  very  few  will  be  left  on  the  North  American 
Continent.  When  any  person  approaches  their 
4aaia  in  the  Summer^  the  ^^vers  give  warning  to 
mch  other  by  striking  t)ieir  tails  against  the  water, 
with  such  force,  that  the  noise  occasioned  by  this 
singular  process  may  be  beard  distinctly  at  the 
distance  of  several  miles. 

It  is,  said,  that  they  might  easily  be  domesti-^ 
«ated.  Mr.  Fothergale,  the  editor  of  the  Uf^r 
Canada  Gazette,  seems,  from  his  observations  on 
the  subject,  to  be  of  opinion,  that,  if  proper  enclo- 
sures were  made  for  them,  they  would  yield  the 
enterprising  former  a  mpre  extensive  and  a  more 
certain  profit,  than  any  other  animal  with  whioii 
we  are  acquainted.  A  large  capital  would,  hoiv- 
ever,  be  required,  to  make  proper  indosores,  and 
other  arrangements  necessary  for  their  reception. 
The  skin  of  a  beaver  is  in  Canada  now  worth  abput- 
12  shillings  and  6  pence,  which  is  at  least  a-doUar 
and  a  half  less  than  the  valiie  of  a  full-grown  ott4r'9 
skin. 

The  Musk  :  Rax  has  been  said,  by  some  wrMen^ 
to  be  a  diminutive  kind  of  beaver.  .But,  if  .1  know 
any  thing  about  these  animals^ — and  I  have  serai 
several  hundreds  )of  them,-^they  are  totally  differ- 
ent. Th^  only  similarity  which  exists  between  the.  . 
ttiro,  is  in  their  mode  of  life.  They  build  a  rude 
kind  of  habitation  in  still  shallow  water,  and  su}>* 
sist  ofi  vegetables.  Their  heads  and  tails  resemble.,, 
those  of  the  pQinmoA  rat ;:  but  their  fur  is  Wf^h 

V 
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lojiger  and'bf  a  darker  colour.    They  derive  the- 
namd'of  ^^  Musk  Rata"  from  their  being  fdiliished 
with  glands,  that  separate  a  stthstance  which '^mittf 
a  Very  strong  ododr.    They  are  at  least  foar  times' 
the  size  of  a  common  rat,   an    animal  entirely- 
unknown  in  Upper  Canada.    '  '  * 

There  are  several  kinds  of  Mice  in  Canada,  with  : 
the  names  of  many  of  which  I  am  little  acquainted. 
Field*mice  and  Shrew*mice  are  exceedingly  nuv 
merous ; '  and  I  have  seen  black  mice,  nearly  as 
large  as  a  common  rat.  The  shrew-mouse  is  the 
smallest  of  all  quadrupeds^  and  feeds  upon  insects;' 

Moles  are  quite  common  in  Canada,  anid^  I 
believe,  of  various  species ;  with  the  distinctions  of 
which,.  I  am  entirely  unacquainted,  '  V     'o 

The  Urchin,  or  Hedge-hog,  is  about  eighteen 
inches  long,  and  proportionally  thick.  Iii  these 
Provinces,  he  is  called  ^^  the  Porcupine ;"  but  he 
does  not  resetaible  that  animalin  any  thing  except 
his  qnills,  which  are  only  four  inches  long,  nearly 
as  thick  as  those  of  a  duck,  and  so  extremely  hard 
and  well^fumished  with  innumerable  barbs,  that 
they  frequently  prove  fatal  to  dogs  which  have  the 
hardflHM)d  to  attack  the  urchins.  It  is  impossible  to 
extricate  them,  when  once  they  have  penetrated 
the  tkin ;  but  they  always  work  a  way  out,  through 
scmie  other  part  of  the  body.  Very  few  dogs  can 
be  prevaited  on'jio  engage  them ;  and  such  as  do 
attempt  it,  are  frequently  vanquished,  and  always 
severely  injured.  The  Canadians  consider  the  flesh 
of  this  animal  a  most  delicious  morsel ;  but  they 

Vot.  !•  ^       Q 
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will  eat  any  creature  whatever^  from  tlie  fri^  to' 
the  buffalo;  whether  it  be  oamivorous,  gramini- 
yorous^  or  amphibious.  Yet,  for  aught  that  I 
know  to  the  contrary^  the  Urchin's  flesh  may  be 
V^ry  savoury  and  excellent.  In  its  habits  of  life^ 
it  resembles  the  Wood^ohuok,  whose  flesh  is  greatly 
superior  to  Canadian  mutton^  ^ 

.  The  8sAL  has  been  frequently  seen  in  Lake  On- 
tario ;  although  its  existence  in  this  country  was 
fbr  a  long,  time  a  matter  of  doubt.  In  February, 
1821>  one  of  them  was  cauglit  upon  the  ioe^  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kingston,  and  was  exhibited  in 
iStkBt  town  as  a  great  curiosity* 
'  The  Sba^horss  and  Sba-cow  are  said  still  to 
exist  in  the  Gulf  and  River  of'St.  ^awrenoe. 
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.  :  '.  i 
nUOUS  KinOS  or  birds  and  aquatic  fowl  that  visit  TffV 
CANADAS'-THB  SWAN— OOOSB^ LOON— HERON — CRANR —  RED- 
SHANK —  WILO-TURKXY  — -  QUAIL— PiOEON~-1kOC&*mRD-^THnB 
BLl^B  JAf— WRlP-POORFWILLy  AND  WHBI^AW-^RlNCkBIRlS;  AND 
US^BtBA  »-•  TMB  WAB<kBIRD>  TXLLOW«BlRD,  AND.  SNOIl^BlRO  «^ 
TBB  BUMMINO-BIRD,  TBB  RAVBN.  OWL»  9AOLB^  &e. 

In  Sumuier  there  u  a  great  variety  of  birdi  ifi 
Canada ;  but  from  the  beginning  of  Winter  to  the 
opening  of  Spring>  the  forest  is  almost  wholly 
deserted  by  the  feathered  tribe.  The  Pheasant, 
Blue  Jay,  Snow-bird  and  Wood-pecker,  with  one 
or  two  smaller  birds  the  names  of  which  I  do  not 
recollect  to  have  ever  heard,  are  all  that  appear 
sufficiently  attached  to  Canada,  to  try  the  severity 
of  its  Winter  climate. 

It  is  remarkable,  that,  among  this  immense  assemr 
blageof*^  winged  fowP*  that  frequent  Canada  daring 
the  Summer,  there  are  no  singing  birds.  Though  this 
is  undoubtedly  the  case,  the  Canadians  do  not  think 
so;  for,  being  ignorant  of  those  countries  in  which 
every  tree  is  vocal,  and  ^^  every  bush  with  nature^s 
music  rings,"  they  imagine  that  all  .birds  which 
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cati  cnirrup  and  ohatter^  like  a  sparrow  or  a  jay, 
ar^  entitled  to  the  appellation  of  ^^  singing  birds*" 
i  lonee  beard  an  English  gentleman^  who  was 
gveatly  prejudiced  againstthe  Canadas,  assert,  that, 
m  his  opinion,  the  oooiitsy  bore  evident  marks  of 
having  iftcurred  fifortienlitr  degree  of  the  Divine 
displeasure ;  asid,  for  the  enforcement  of  this  eoeenr 
trie  notion,  he  urged,  that  the  birds  of  Canada 
^oottld  not  sing,  the  'flowers  emitted  no  soent,  the 
m^n  bad  no  hearts,  and  the  women  no  virtue. 
.  .Water*tfow)s  are  ir^ry  tiumeroas  on  the ,  lakes 
•and  large  rivers.  :The  Swak  and  €anai»un  6oqs« 
BMB  constant  freqaenters  of  the  lakes. 

Ducks  of  various/kinds  are  to  be  found  in  every 
|iart  cif  the  aomtry*  There  are,  Ii  am  israAdwt, 
•move  tfaftni  fifteen  different  species  of  these  birdaip 
*the  Upper  Province.  Many  of  them  have  a  diit- 
,<tgreeable  fiiAiy  flavour;  and  some  are  eflfiiely 
'iififit  for  use.  The  quality  of  the  Grey  DueicVt 
lie^bis  much. superior  to  apy  other  whioli lih0^yfi^ 
4asted«  The  Wpod.Duek  breeds  ii^  the  toprof  tii^ 
{lighMt.ti'efs.  .  •  i.  lii 

HBRom,  BiTT£RNS,  Cra^es,  and  RiWfBAMM^ 
•though  not  very  numerous,  are  frequasCly  sqesiiiti 
Xiower  Ganadft':  Butitilkcillppto  F^vmne^I^halte 
only  observed  the  Oi^nd  aild'  Redshanky  and>#fte|i 
ihese  but  very  seldMa/ '  «    '<:: 

''  Woobceoce,  whioh  are  noiwaeh  larger:  thiiti 
ihe  Snijpe,  are  vihry  Mtteroae  in  the  Wcelfrnpn^ 
4>FUpper  CaAads^.     •   •"       ■'-  »  •-  .-  .    >   -  •-•'.•; *'»rt 
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-  The  WiLD-'f  urUey  is  a  very  Unt  htrdy  anil  ofteii 
weighs  40  lbs.  and  upwards.  Thej  are  frequently 
seen  in  kirge  flocks  in  ^ktiotaf  (wftoof  the  Uf^edr 
Provinoef;  but  I  hava^  never  observed  xaorethati 
eight  or  ten  of  them  together.  In  the  Winter  they 
sometimes  h'ght  in  the  ikrm^- jaards  in  quest  of  food^ 
which  they  fearlessly  jtick  ^p,  ita  partnership  with- 
tfae  poultry,  .;      » 

The  Phbasant,  or  ^Parlridgd,"  as  it  is  some^ 
times  cailled,  is,  I  beHeT^,  a*  bird  peculiar  to  the^ 
American  Continent*  It  is,  however,  quite  differ- 
ent from  the  En^ish  PheHsanV  and  Partridge*  Its 
flesh  is  as  white  and  as  tender  as  that  of  a  ehieke» ; 
and  it  is  at  all  times  m  excellent  cotidition  und^ 
#ell^4avoured«  In  colour^  it  bears  a  greater  refen^^ 
blanoe  to  a  Partridge,  than  to  a  Pheafiant  ;^  butrit. 
hits  a  kmg  tail^  which  it  elevates  and.spri^itds  likB 
the  Peacock.  It  never  appears  in  the  corav^fieHsy 
iMiidiilights  to  pick  about  in  the  wilderness^  oiit .t>f 
i^hM^pMoactfrit  seldom  wanders.  In  Winteir^tji 
«ttMfotai(oik  the  budb  of  trees ;  aad,.ki  Summfrs^  olt 
fruits  and  nuts*  When  sprung,  it  always  €im  up 
kHUP  a'^'treb ;  where  it  remains  for  a  considetabler. 
tin^^'^'iiiilesBi  it'  be  brought  dpwa  by  the  gwif 
Sa#iAg'*tte«]iieniihs<*of  ^Apiily  September,  and  Go- 
tatwi^  the  >oodkf  slHeitds  at^ieakt  two-thirds  of  the 
day  in  drumming  on  somend^asy^  1<^^  3?his 
M^daw^by  jMriJbiiq^.'*hi». wingii  rag^inst^hie  ^des^. 
ivh^sh  *  jNmdlUcest  A  -nwrn-  mmkw  xt^  tjiat  pf  r4iistaat 
thunder/^a  peculiarity >  affordi^f.  ta  ^n^^^ityobg 

*  .•       v^     . 
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preAumptivd  evideaoe,  that  he  u  of  the  PheaiAnt 
kind. 

>  QiTAiLs  are  common  in  the  old  settlements^  and 
i^re  exactly  lumilar  to  birds  of  the  same  name  in 
E!ngland«      - 

In  the  Spring  of  the  year,  Pioeoxs  arrive  in  vast 
flpcks  from  the  Southern  country.  They  continue 
here  all  the  Summer,  and  are  taken  in  great  num- 
bers in  nets  similar  td  plover-nets.  Five  hundred 
are  sometimes  taken  at  a  spring,  and  30  or  35  are 
frequently  killed  by  a  single  shot.  The  Canadians 
saljt  and  barrel  the  breasts  of  these  birds^  reserving 
the  other  parts  for  immediate  use.  Wilson's  Ornitho- 
logy contains  a  calculation  relative  to  the  flocks  of 
these  birds  which  annually  move  Northward  from 
tiie  back  of  the  central  and  Southern  States :  It 
appears  incredible,  but  my  own  personal  observa- 
tions have  satisfied  me  of  its  correctness.  He  aays^ 
be  observed  a  flock  passing  between  Frankfort  and 
theJndian  territory,  one  mile  at  least  in  breadth : 
It  took  up  four  hours  in  passing,  which,  at  the  rate 
of  one  mile  per  minute,  gives  a  length  of  S40  miles; 
and  supposing  three  pigeons  to  each  square  yai«U 
-r^which  is  certainly  an  exceedingly  moderate.sup^ 
position, — there  must  have  been  the  immense  num- 
ber of  2,230,272,000  in  that  single  flbck. 

TtRTLE-DbvEs,  whose  beautiful  plumage,  deli* 
cate  shape,  and  innocent  looks,  are  well  eialoulated 
to  attract  attention,  are  also  very  numerous.  • 
.   There  are  five  different  kinder  of  WooD-PSOMBRa 
in  Canada ;  two  of  which  are  very  beautiful  both  in 
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fegHJrd  to  shape  and  colour.  The  hrgMUf^PicM 
erythroeej^uduBi — which  is  commonly  called  by  the 
Canadians,  ^^  Cock  of  the  !Wood>'  has,  a  crimson 
poll,  with  a  large  tuft  of  the  same  colour  projecting 
horizontally ,  over  his  neck.  His  back  and  wings, 
fure  beautifully  mottled  with  black  and  white;  and 
his  tail  'n  a  dark  green^  The  Wood-peckers  are  al^ 
furnished  with  very  hard  sharp  angular  bills,  .With 
these  tiiey  penetrate  the  hardest  trees  in  quest 
of  insects,  on  which  they  subsist.  Their  tongues 
are  nearly  three  times  the  length  of  their  bills, 
being  pointed  and  dentated  oq  each  8id9.  They 
always  attack  dead  tree^^  and  make  a  noise  in  the 
application  of  their  bills,  while  boring  them^  full  as 
loud  aSy  and  somewhat  similar  to,  the  noise  pro- 
duced by  a  joiner's  hammer  when  rapidly  applied 
to  the  head  of  a  naiL 

The  MocK-BiRB  is  nearly  as  large  as  a  tlurush. 
It  makee  a  noise  like  the  mewing  of  a  cat,  and  is 
9Md»  to  p<>ssess  not  only  its  own  natural  nptes,, 
]iHbJpb»  Bttffon  says,  ^^are  musical  and  solemn,"  but 
yhotbd.faeulty  of  imitating  every  bird  in  the 
farwt*  The  author  just  quoted  informs  his  readers, 
f'^^bat  it  freqviently  cats  all  night  upon  the  chimr 
mm  of  the  American  Planters'  houses^  pouring  out 
the  sweetest  and  most  varied  notes  of  any  bird 
wfastever.''  All.  this  sounds^  very  well  three,  or 
fnrirtboiisand  miles  from  America,,  where  all  are 
willing  to  holieve  and  few  are  able  to  contradict 
ihe-assertionf  But^  I  .can  assure  you,  like  many 
Q*hl»  |d/)»  l^tdBire  .tpld  ltb<>^t  .^ericfi,  it  has .  its 
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spiltce  in  inisrepreaentatioii*  Though  1  have  boeif 
an  American  planter  for  many  year«,  my  "  ehim*' 
ney"  has  never  been  honoured  with  musio  06 
Enchanting,  nor  my  ears  delighted  with  the  Mock^ 
bird's  ^^  varied  notes/'  either  natural  or  imitative  f 
neither  haye  I  heard^  at  any  time,  sio^ee  my«*rival 
in  the  country,  of  its  posseafiing  those  extreordinavy 
poweJCSi.  It  has«  one  or  i^wo  notes  not  unlike  those 
of  a  thrush). ^nd  of  these  it  seems  very,  sparing  $ 
for  it  seldom  uses  them  ^r  more  than  a  ttiinjyutd 
at  any  one  time^  and  always  begins  and  (Mbh 
eludes  with  an  inharmonious  scream*  Boi  it 
the  Mock*bxrd  were  possessed  of  the  power  of 
^^  imitating  every  other  bird  in  the  AmMieaift 
forest/'  hi")  ntusical  excellence,  and  eeipabiU-^ 
tips,. as  exhibited  in  his  practice,  wcmld  neither 
render  him  a  more  celebrated  songster,  nor  enaUe 
him  to  give  more  satisfaction  to  thet  lovers  of  4nqe 
hfunoaony  than  he  does  at  present.  Tfafe  tinitodl 
exertions  of  any  number  of  unskilful  voices  wo«M> 
i  suppose,  be  inadequate  to  the  productaott  fifit» 
melodious  gamut ;  for,  numbbrs  in  OHisici  wiuddilftr 
may  be  their  potent  charms  in  poetry,  haive,.!  pire^ 
sume,  no  inseparable  connection  with  IwvM^^^ 
This  qu^tion  thefefore  rnust^  be  left  to  ht  Miwd 
by*  the  philosophers,  ^^  If  all  thiS  notes,  produeed 
by  thelirds  of  Canada^  wei?e  sounded  fcurth  :iiidif . 
vi4uaUy  by  the.  little  throaj^,tQ.whiehttliey:pemi^ 
liarly  belong,  or  collectively  }fy  the-ci-^^vrntit 
far-fjliY^^4^  ^QPgsteiT.  the  JMlockhlwrdi  would » Uuiy  /be 
found  ali^^  ut^AU|u<^  9n4  loharqifMoua??'  <  *  G^ffi^ 
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mon  sense  Ritd  experience  have  already  determined 
this  problem. 

The.  Canadian.  Trri^sit^  in  shape  and  sise^  M 
exactly  like  that  of  Ireland;  but  its  plumage  is 
more  beaatifuL  The  Canadians  aver^  that  they 
frequently  hear  it  sing  in  the  morning  during  thef 
monihs  of  Spring ;  but,  I  suppose,  it  must  be^ 
before  Europeans  usually  awake,  --for  I  never  met 
with  any  one,  except  a  native,  who  had  heard  the 
song  of  the  Thrush.  Though  I  myself  am  not  a  late 
riser,  its  notes  have  never  reached  my  ears.  I  have, 
it  is  trae,  heard  one  note,  which  wa9  given  without 
any  variation ;  and  I  consider  its  tiresome  monotony^ 
just  as  much  entitled  to  the  name  of  ^^  singing,"' 
asihe  shrill  whistle,  which,  after  much  labour  and 
expenee  of  breath,  a  child  is  ienabled  to  elicit  from 
a  flttie^^is,  in  technical  language,  entitled  to  be  called 
^"^playfaig  on  the  .flute."  Indeed,  the  Canadian 
Thmsh  always  appears  to  me,  as  if  attempting  to 
leam  a  song,  which^  for  want  of  instruction,  it 
ianot  aJMe  to  acquire* 

The  American  Roam,  or  the  bird  bear ing  that 
naaie/is  in  reality  the  Fieli>fare,  which  visits 
England  in  Winter. 

The^  BtsVK  Jat  is  larger  than  a  thrush  $  and 
continues  in  Canada  throughout  the  year.  Its 
]^niage  iff  very  beautiful ;  but  the  harsh  and  dis- 
cctdsiatswinds  of  its  croaking  voice  are  exceedingty 
cMMsire-to  the  ear.  ^^ 

A /biitd,  called ^he  KiNo^FfiHEii,  and  somewhat 
leafgtir  thanw  snnpe,fbtit  eiititety-different  from  the 
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Euroi^ii  KiDg-fiflher,  frequents  ttte  rivers  and 
brooks  of  Canada.  The  colour  of  its  ooat  is  blue; 
and  its  head^  which  is  but  of  all  proportion  with  its 
body,  is  frightfully  ugly. 

Immense  flocks  of  birds^  resembling  the  Black* 
birds  of  Bngland,  and  so  called  here^  assemble  in 
the  Spring,  and  continue  in  the  country  during 
the  Summer.  They  are  the  most  destructire  crea* 
tures  on  the  globe^  and  have  a  particular  predilec«* 
tion  for  the  corn-crops^  which  they  frequently 
destroy  with  .  a  vengeance  scarcely  conceivable. 
They  appear  to  me  to  be  a  species  of  the  stair  or 
starling,  being  like  them  nofsy  and  gregarious. 

The  Blub^bird  is  somewhat  larger  than  a 
sparrow.  Its  plumage  is  most  exq  uisitely  beautiful. 
A  deep  sky«blue  is  the  colour  of  its  back  and  wings  { 
and  its  breast  and  head,  which  are  of  the  sama 
colour  but  lighter,  are  elegantly  interspersed  with 
shades  of  scarlet  and  green. 

.    The  Lark  in  appearance  is  very  much  iiketfce. 
sky-lark  of  your  country :  but  it  never  attempts  to 
sing.     It  is  a  stupid  inactive  bird,  and  unwilling  to 
get  upon  the  wing;  seemingly  as  ignorant  of  the 
art  of  flying,  as  it  is  of  the  science  of  music. 

The  King-bird  of  Canada,  resembles  the  red- 
wing, and  is  probably  the  sanie« 

A  bird  like  the  Bull-finch  in  size  and  shape,  Iml 
greatly  superior  in  the  richness  of  its  plumage, 
appeared,  it  is  said,  in  Canada,  for  the  first  iime, 
during  the  late  war.  It .  still  continues  to  pay  an 
annual  visit  to  the  country,  and  is  now  familiarly 
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ffyled  ^^the  War-bird,"  It  wants  only  a  know«r 
ledg^  of  singing  to  render  it  the  most  delightful  ol 
the  feathered  tribe* 

Yellow  Birds,  which  are  very  much  like 
Canaries,  may  be  seen  in  6ooks  m  any  part  of  the 
«oantry.  They  call  exactly  as  Canaries,  but  do 
aot  sing ;  and  yet  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they, 
are  a  variety  of  the  same  genus* 

The  HvMMiKG-BiBD,  the  Itast  and  most  delightful 
ef  the  fowls  of  the  air,  is  an  annual  visitant  of  the 
Canadas;  there  are  various  sizes  of  this  diminutive 
bird,  from  that  of  a  wren  to  an  humble  bee*  The 
splendour  and  variety  of  their  plumage  is  beyond 
all  description.  The  smallest  is,  I  think,  the  most 
beautiful ;  its  colours  are  more  numerous  and  varied 
than  the  others.  On  its  head  is  a  tuft  of  feathers 
or  more  properly  of  down,  as  black  as  jet;  its 
breast  is  scarlet ;  its  belly,  a  pale  blue ;  its  back 
and  wings  the  most  brilliant  green ;  and  its  tail,  a 
golden  green,  edged  off  with  some  of  the  most 
splendid  tints  in  nature.  The  whole  of  its  plumage 
is  interspersed  with  spots  of  gold.  During  Sum* 
rndfy  the  humming-bird  may  be  seen  in  all  the 
gardens  in  the  country,  sporting  its  inimitable 
figure  in  unnumbered  gambols,  flirting  from  place 
to  place,  and  busily  extracting  the  sweetness  from 
the  flowers. 

There  rits  the  bird  that  speaks ;  there,  qttiveriog,  rise 
Wings  that  reflect  the  glow  of  evening  skies ! 
Half-bird,  half-fly,  the  fiury  King  of  flowers. 
Reigns  there,  and  revels  thro'  the  fragrant  hours,--' 
Gem  full  of  life,  and  joy,  and  song  divine ! 
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•  -  When  its  fluttering  wings  are  in  motion^  it 
makes  a  noise  like  that  of  a  spinning-wheel,  which 
is  the  reason  why  it  is  called  ^^  the  humming'-bird."' 
Notwithstanding  the  diminutive  size  and  fragile 
appearance  of  this  beautiful  creature,  it  is  one  of 
the  irritabile  genu^y  B;Ad  ateost  fatal  enemy  to  birds' 
of  a  superior  size.  It  will  not  scruple^  when  pro- 
Toked,  to  attack  evett  a  farrein ;  it  darts,  with  the 
speed  of  lightning,  its  slender  bill,  into  the  body  of 
its  sable  antagouist^i  and  makes  him  fall  lifeless^  to 
the  ground.  -  . 

'  Crows,  Sparrows  and  Wrens  are  rarely  seen  in 
the  Western  parts  of  ITj^^r  Canada :  But  in  t£e 
£rast(Bm  I>istricts,  and  in  the  Lower  Proviiocce;  they- 
are  commbn,  thotigh  hy  no  means  numerous. 
^  Ragles, 'Riaivens,  Owls,  Kites,  Falcons,  B?ttt?tirik 
AiiSi  £tfl(Wks  are  common  in  fcoth  U^per  and  Loi^r' 
dahWda.' '      *  ..,..."   i  ... 

';'*fhe  Ba  i-n  Eagle, — IPhlco  LeueocephdbiMj^-^  hy 
Itkr  tifiW  tdrgest  bird  ^hich  I  have  seen  in  thisMuil^ 
irf^''  Some  of  them  measun^  seven  fefetfrbtii  flbt 
eittreifaity  Hf  bne^  IviAg  to  that  of  the  etheri  '^  Dt*. 
DNsvight'says,  ii  bird  of  this  kind  WM  killed  ita 
Brookfield,  Vermont,  wbicb  measured  nearlj^  tiihe 
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|iR«CT9.0f  "VAWOIXS  KIHlM.«-r^l|UTTmri*V7r^«m4M^PPfB|L  ./KK^ 
LOCUS'fr— TpiE  HORSE-FLY,  Jlir9^l[ITQ|  ^AND-FLy  AND  pLACE** 
FLF— THE  SHAD-FLY,  SNOW-FLY,  AND  FIRE-FLY— ^HE  SL&C|C 
BIETLB— THE  BED   BUO;   HlVli' BEE  AND  WASP,  ^.         '  *  ' 

•  'T .  •    -   f   .  • 

SnaxeS  of  civery  description, ar^  ;pii^ch  4,r*^.?d 
by  thft  Irish  on  their  first  arrival  in  thi^  cciuntry^ 
But,  befqre.  they  have,  spent  a  single  Smj^^jtr  in  i^ 
they  .Ip^et  with  enemies  of  .whose  e;dstenp$!  t^ey 
hfutnever  heard,  whi^h  are  far  more  o^nas;iQUfi  ^nd 
mach  more  to  be  dreaded :  I  allude  to  the  numexj 
eosond  teasing  insects  wjth  which  Ci^nada  aboj^jfds. 
A^AiWfPay  reside  in  any.  part,  of  Am.erica|fpr  hal^ 
«i«enti|?y,  without,  sustaining  the  sU^htesJt^ injury, 
&qm  a^pake  .<^  any  ^^scriptiQn,  though  ;he^p^ay 
jdaily,)M9Jiold  hundreds.of  thezn*  But  i^t  ,is  ^n^ip^ 
siWe  to  .reimaiu  a.  swg^e  summei;.  ifx  ;the,,  qpuptryj^ 
without  experiencing  the  most  unpleasant  eff^ctii 
from  a  variety  of  insects^  many  of  which  are  sufS- 
cieutly  virulent  and  painful  in  their  attacks^  to 
embitter  one^s  life  during  the  only  season  of  the 
year,  which  possesses  attractions  suflScient  to  allure 
one  from  the  threshold.  To  give  you  a  systematic 
entomological  description  of  the  insects  of  Canada, 
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is  a  task  which  I  am  little  inclined,  and  less  quali- 
fied, to  undertake.  You  must  therefore  be  content 
with  a  cursory  notice  of  such  as  are  the  most 
remarkable.  These  are  the  Butterfly,  the  Grass* 
hopper,  and  the  Locust ;  the  Horse-fly,  the  Mus- 
quito,  the  Sand-fly  and  the  Black-fly ;  the  Shad- 
fly,  tiie  Snow-fly,  and  the  Fire-fly;  the  Black 
'Beetle,  the  Horse-fly,  afnd  the  Bed-bug ;  the  Hire^ 
bee,  the  Field-bee,  the  Hornet  and  the  Wasp ;  the 
Tjck,  the  Ant,  the  Spider,  &o. 

Some  of  the  Canadian  Butterflies  are  very 
large,  and  all  of  them  exquisitely  beautiful.  When 
Nature  was  employed  to  give  them  existencc^^ 
one  would  think,  she  determined  to  exhibit 
on  their  wings  all  the  brilliant  colours  and  finely* 
contrasted  shades,  which  her  incompalrable  skill 
alone  could  produce.  If  the  grades  of  distinction 
among  butterflies,  are  regulated  according  to  their 
different  degrees  of  beauty.  Sir  Joseph  Baiiks,  hsA 
he  lived  in  America,  would  have  enjoyed  many  k 
fine  chace,  and  have  had  numerous  occasions  of 
exclaiming,  ^^  An  Emperorl  an  Emperor !  by  all 
that^s  lucky  P  without  any  danger  of  that  grum^ 
Uing  reprobation,  from  botamcal  enthusiasts;  to 
which  he  was  liable  in  his  own  country,  for  his  waul 
of  respect  to  their  variegated  beds  of  tulips  or  gay 
parterres  of  pinks  and  auriculas,  when  he  dashed 
through  every' mt^rVi^ning  obstacle  in  pursuit*  6f 
the  vagrqnt,  yet  fascinating  insects.  Many  of 
the  Canadian  butterflies,  appear,  when  flying,  as 
'large  as  a  bat ;  but  the  largest  species  are,  I  tMnk'^ 
the  most  beautiful. 
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LocuflTS  and  Oramhoppers  infest  %he  wholes 
eountry,  and  are  often  as  destructive  ta  the  corn**' 
crops  in  Canada,  as  Bampson^s  foxes  were  to; the 
itanding  wheat  of  the  Philistines.  Some  of  the 
Grasshoppers  in  these  Provinces  are  as  large*  m«; 
fieU-mouse;  and  all  of  th^n  are  much  larger 
than  anj  I  ever  saw  in  Europe.  They  seldom^ 
appear  before  the  end  of  July,  when  they  asaem- 
Ue  in  such  multitudes,  that  a  single  person  with 
a  waggoner's  whip  might  drive  ten  thousand  of 
Aem  before  him,  with  aa  great  ease  as  a  sfaep-' 
herd  can  drive  a  flock  of  sheep.  The  wholes 
&O0  of  the  earth  appears  so  thickly  covered  with 
tihem,  that  crops  of  every  description  ae^n  dea- 
tined  to  immediate  destruction.  Mr.  Lamhert 
gives  an  account  of  Uieir  ravages  for  two  sucMft- 
live  seasons,,  on  the  Island  of  Orleans.  He  says, 
their  numbers  were  so'  great,  that,  after  destroys 
ing  every  vegetable  production  on  the  idand,. 
tbey  were  forced  to  leave  it  for  fear  of  starva^ 
timi;  and,  having  assembled'  in  bodies  upon  .tJto! 
water,  they  floated  over  with  the  flood^^tjde^o 
QiDebeo,  paiMied  through  the  town,  stripped  rUw» 
ranqpoite  of  the  grass  as  they  went  along,  and  then 
prooeeded  in  separate  columns  through  the  coao- 
try  to  the  Southward.  In  Upper  Canada,  they 
soaMtimeii  destroy  whole  fielda.c^.  grain  aotdnei^ 
dow^graas ;  but  I  never  heard  of  ravages  so  extetir. 
nve  aa  those  which  they  commit  in  the  Lower 
Province. — Pr.  Dwight  asserts,  that  the  Lpciuit» 
laakia  their  appearance  in   Ncjv  Ekiglaivdi^  osdy 
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every  seventh  year:   If  this  hd  tetAly  the  case 
with  regard  to  th«t  ]^rt  of  North  America,  we* 
BMsA  presume,  that  they  ^ome  to  spend  their  long 
vacation  in   Canada;    for   I   have   seen  them   in 
this  country  for  six  successive  years. 

The*  HoRSE->FLT  is  larger  than  an  humble^hee^ 
and  is  the  most  formidable  and  relentless  foe  to' 
whose   cruel   inflictions  the  poor  Quadrupeds   of. 
Caiiada  are  doomed  to  submit.     His  bite  is  nearly 
as  severe  as  the  sting  of  a  wasp;   and  he  never, 
ceases,  from  June  to  September,  from  tormenting 
every  animal  of  the  brute  creation*     The  Horse,' 
the  Ox,  and  the  Deer,  are,  however,  the  objects  of 
his  greatest  longings,  upon  which  he  exercises  his 
most  refined  cruelties.    In  vain  do  they  seek  the' 
breezy  plain,  the  woody   shade,  or  the  purKiig^ 
brook :    He  follows  them  to  every  retreat,  an<t^  ur. 
their  implacable  enemy  every  summer's  day,  firott' 
sun^rise,  till  evening  kindly  comes  to  grantiheftv  a* 
few  hours'  respite^    I  have   frequently'  observBd* 
horseH  turned  out  to  pasture  of  excellent  qaa^ 
lity,  in  the  month  of  June,  in  go6d  condition;  and 
have  seen  them  brought  back  in  October,  greatly 
reduced  in  flesh :    And  no  wonder ; ,  bxr,  iiurtoi^ 
of  being  permitted  quietly  to  feed,  they  are  every 
moment  employed  in  defending  thenuelves  against 
the  unceasing  attacks  of  Horse-flies,  and  other  vex- 
atious insects. 

But  of  all  the  creatures  that  disturb  thet  peace  of 
man  and  beast,  the  Mvsii0itoes  are  the  most  insup- 
portable.   They  are  ^^  your  days'  companioiui  and* 
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ywf  •veninga'  guesfs^''  for  at  leMt  four  uumilAiB 
the  year;  during  "vehich  tbft^  an  iiihabi(«at^' 
Cmfida  iwgibi  as  well  Jbopa  to  reyerm  the  eif  rv^ut 
of  tlie  St«  Lawrence,  M  to  siMiire  hunielf  a  mo* 
meat's  relief  from  the  iowliable  ating4  of  these 
aawearied  tonnentcos."^  No  4ipet>  howaver  sacred 
to  r^{K)sey  can  fix  a  barrier  to  their  entrance  ;  and 
the  vpiga  of  disquietude. and  pain-  is,  daring  sam-t 
imfy  absolute  and  universal.  The  WoIf>  the  Bcfar^ 
mi  the  Rattle-snake, — ^namea  which  are  sufficient 
tq  ifttiqiidate  the  stoutest  European  beart,^ — are 
gen^e^  and  inuozious  when  compared  with  the 
Maiv|uito«  If  you  never  walk  the  woods  with"- 
oift  poinpany,  you  will  avoid  all  ^danger  from^ 
thp>two  fornper;  end,  by  remaining  within  doQrsi. 
witt  .^efficiently  secure  yourself  £rpm  the  deadly 
itiqgj  of  ,.the  tatten  But  neither  your  house' 
Hfff.lfoair  bed  affords  you  any  refuge  from  thoM 
^^IfigS^^^  destroyer  of  your  comfort,  the  Mwk 
^Biitq^fff  <>  Qp. where  you  will,  they  will  findywi* 

t  in  ^CKMU^  9Qiig  of  The  EvU  Spirit  of  ike  fVoodif^  bxarY^t 
the  poet  «hew9  his  very  accurate  knowledge  of  Canadian  local^j 
aa^'^  Bnll-Bnig  and  Musqtdto  are  thas  associated  together 
^plagues: 


M'jV  '  

There  let  every  noxious  thing 
I  I'ftitjf,  .  'Tildl'tafiKbaiidfixlts'ftiBif; 

Rocmd  him  let  Miuquitoet  hover, 
la  his  ears  and  eye-balls  tingling, 
Wi«h  his  blood  Aidr  pdlaoa  adn^ling, 
7iU,  beneath  the  s^ter  fifoi,. . 
Rankling  all,  the  wretch  expires  I 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


242  "^^^  MUSQUrro. 

out;  and,  by  continually  darting  their  rein- 
piercing  proboscis  into  your  legs^  fac;e,  and  hands, 
they  will  render  your  existence  a  burden  as  lon^ 
as  you  are  thus  infested.  You  will  therefore  pray 
for  the  speedy  removal  of  these  mischievous  insects^ 
as  for  a  blessing  of  no  ordinary  magnitude. 

In  the  Autumn  of  1818,  an  Irish  gentleman  of 
respectability,  who,  from  various  disappointments 
in  life,  had  contracted  a  fixed  dislike  to  his  native 
country,  arrived  in  Canada,  and  settled  in  the  Lon- 
don District.  He  was  such  a  passionate  lover  of 
solitude,  that  he  actually  became  charmed  with  the 
wilds  of  America.  He  and  I  were  in  the  habit  of 
taking  a  walk  together,  once  or  twice  a  week,  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Thaiiies.  On  these  little 
excursions,  he  never  failed  to  discover  tome  ro- 
mantic spot,  and  in  its  praise  would  exhaust  all 
the  eloquence  of  which  he  was  possessed — always 
taking  special  care  to  conclude  his  observations 
with  some  choice  reflections  on  "  the  pleasuriss  of 
retirement  in  this  enchanting  quarter  of  the  globe." 
As  solitude  had  few  charms  for  me,  I  only  nodded 
my  assent^  and  smiled.  When  Spring  arrived^  my 
friend  was  greatly  offended  by:  the  crocking  of  the 
frogs,  which  caused  him  to  relax  considerably  in 
his  premature  prakies  of  the  country.  But  when 
the  Horse-fly,  the  Musqiiito,  and  the  Sand-fly 
made  their  appearance, 

OtheUo*8  occupation  was  entireljr  gone. 

Instead  of  spending  his  .time,  as  he  had  fomerly 
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done,  in  magnifyitig  the  delights  of  solitude  and 
rethfidmett  as  found  in  the  wilds  of  America,  '^  U* 
went  upon  the  other  tdck,^  and  was  continuallj 
reprobating  the  country^  tod  denounding  the  moat 
impassioneds— but  alas !  inefiectual,  —  iBtnathemas 
upon  its  insect-inhabitdnts.  Before  the.  expiration 
of  his  first  SUmnier  in  the  Province,  he  considered 
the  plagues  of  Egypt  as  gentle  chastisements,  when 
compared  with  the  plagues  of  Canada.  I  have 
often  laughed  most  heartily  when  I  have  seen  him 
rubbing  his  fingers,  and  scratching  his  legs,  tbdugh 
at  the  time  I  was  myself  enduriiig  as  much  pain  Iw 
it  was  possible  for  poisonous  insects  to  inflict.  I 
eertlukly  did  experience  a  mitigation  of  niy  own 
sufferings  whenever  I  could  spend  an  hour  or  two 
in  the  company  of  my  friend,  lilstening  to  his  exe^ 
orations  of  a  country  in  the  praise  of  whioh  he 
had,  a  short  time  before,  been  so  extravagantly 
lavish.  Though  I  must  Confess,  this  mitigation  was 
not  on  account  of  any  particular  Sympathy  which 
I  felt  for  the  tortures  he  endured,  but  it  had  its 
origin  in  the  ludicrous  contrast  between  his  pre« 
sent  just  vituperations  and  his  past  unwarrantable 
eneodliunut. 

Children  suffer  more,  if  possible,  than  adults^ 
from  the  Musquito  and  Black-fly.  Their  heads 
and  necks  swell  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  render 
them  hot  only  the  greatest  sufferers,  but  the  niost 
wretched  spectacles  of  afflicted  humahity. 

Though  the  sting  of  the  Black-fiy,  at  the  mo^ 
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ment  of  inflietio&y  predttoes  little  pain,  it  ii  ne^er- 
thelesr  equaHy  an  poisonous  as  that  of  the  Mi» 
quito,  and  of  the  twe^  is  rather  more  to  be  dreaded. 
The  Masqaito,  like  a  true  warrior,  disdaining 
assassin- like  attempts;  doer  not  seek  concealment 
for  the  accomplishment  of  his  designs^  but  makes 
an  open  and  an  hononraUe  attack  at  the  peril  of 
his  own  life,  and  leaves  you  every  opportunity  of 
self-defence :  While  the  Black-fly,  like  the^  mid- 
night murderer,  lies  in  wait  all  day,  and  ar  the 
night  draws  near  steals  from  his  hiding-place :  Bat 
still  afraid  to  meet  you  face  to  face,  he  seeks  an 
ambush  in  your  hair,  and  executes  his  dark  deigns 
in  perfect  safety;  for  you  seldom  feel  his  bite, 
until  after  he  decamps  satiated  with  your  blood. 
From  the  bite  of  the  Musquito,  a  white  swelling, 
not  unlike  that  caused  by  the  sting  of  a  nettle,,  is 
immediately  produced :  In  a  short  time,  it  becomes 
exceedingly  painful  and  itching,  notwithstanding 
which,  if  you  had  only  to  endure  a  single  or  a 
dozen  bites,  it  would  signify  very  little.  But  when 
your  hands  and  arms,  your  face  and  neck,  your 
legs  and  thighs,  are  literally  covered  with  bites, — 
and  that  not  only  once  a  week  or  once,  a  day,  but 
every  minute  of  your  life  during  the  months  of 
June,  July,  August,  and  September, — it  signifies 
more  than  words  can  express. 

I  once  read  the  Travels  of  a  Frenchman, — I 
do  not  now  recollect  his  name, — who  resided 
some  time  in  America.    His  sole  objection  to  the 
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feotmlry  was  derived  from  the  musquito  and  dther 
insects^  which  he  thoQ^lit  sufficient  to  drive  any 
man  away^  This,  1  think,  was  proceedmg  rather 
too  far,  although  I  consider  them  n  perpetual  tor- 
ment, and  perhaps  have  suffered  as  much  fromiheir 
malignity  as  the  annoyed  Frenchman, — for  they 
respect  neither  particular  nations  nor  persons, — I 
believe  I  shoidd  never  think  of  leaving  the  t^ountry 
against  which  I  had  no  greater  objection,  than  its 
harbouring  musquitoes,  if  in  other  respects  it  an*- 
swered  the  expectations  which  I  had  previously 
formed.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  free  to  confess, 
that  if  I  knew  the  Deity  designed  to  employ  mus- 
quitoes, as  the  only  instruments  in  the  execution  of 
his  revealed  threatenings  on  the  unrighteous,  I 
should  almost  dread  the  idea  of  eternal  punishment 
^  much  as  I  do  at  this  moment :  And,  therefore^ 
if  the  ^Frenchman  had  not  been  Induced,  either  by 
necessity  or  expediency,  to  leave  his  native  coun- 
try for  the  Ganadas,  but  had  le£t  it  oiily  for  the 
sake  of  his  own  pleasure,  I  should  deem  the  oper« 
ation  of  that  motive  which  he  mentions  sufficiently 
powerful  to  make  him  measure  back  his  step^ 
again. 

The  Shad-pxy  makes  its  appearance  about  th^ 
beginning  of  June,  but  disappears  in  less  than  a 
fortnight.  These  insecrts  bear  a  very  close  resem- 
blance to  moths,  and  have  little  tendency  during 
their  brief  stay,  to  increase  the  stranger^s  attach- 
ment to  the  country.     The  first  Canadians^  how- 

m3 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


ai6  .-^Hfi  $S0W4fhKA. 

eyer^  liailed  these  insects/with  joyful  acclamations, 
from  a  notion  which  they  entertained^  that  they 
came  to  acquaint  ihem  with  the  arrival  of  the  ^hsA^ 
:^8h  in  the  river*  It  is  singular  enough^  that  these 
insects  are  never  observed  in  the  country  a  single 
day  before  the  arrival  of  that  fish,,  or  after  its 
departure.  The  Shad-fly  is  most  common,  about 
the  towns  ^nd  villages  on  the  banks  of  the  l^t*  Law« 
renpe,  and  is  seldom  observed  in  Upper  Canada. 
I  have  seen  them  so  numerous  in  the  environs  of 
Montreal,  that  at  the  distance  of  five  yards  I 
could  not  have  distinguished  an  elephant  from  a 
mouse. 

Snow-fleas  are  a  species  of  insects  of  which  I 
have  not  seen  any  notice  taken  either  by  French 
or  English  writers.  Previous  to  a  thaw,  they  are 
observed  upon  the  snow  in  great  multitudes.  I 
pQce  counted  upwards  of  1,296^000  upon  a  single 
square  yard  ;  and  I  think  it  is  probable,  ^bat  every 
yard  of  woodland  in  the  province  would  average 
aX  }east  fin  equal  number.  This  calculaticm  may 
appear  singular,  but  it  was  very  easily  effected :  I 
selected  a  square  yard,  every  part  of  wbich  appeared 
to  be  equally  covered  with  these  insectsy  and  then 
9ut  out  with  my  penknife  a  square  inch  of  the  snow, 
which  of  course  retained  its  due  portion  of  fleas* 
depositing  the  whole  upon  a  plate,  I  allowed  the 
finow  to  thaw,  and  the  water  thus  prqduced  to  run 
off.  The  insects  remained  on  the  plate^^  derived 
of  liie,  which  afforded  me  an  opportunity  for  ascer- 
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tainittg  t^ieir  number  with  acourapyi  and  I  foqnd 
it  to  be  1,000.  I  multiplied  t]ie  number  of  insecta 
found  upon  one  square  inoh  by  the  number  of  inches 
in  a  square  yard,  and  the  result  was  the  number  of 
insects  contained  on  the  surface  of  a  square  yard. 
The  Snowrflea  is  perfectly  blacky  and  about  the 
size  of  a  grain  of  the  finest  gun-powder.  But  I 
had  at  the  time  no  microscope,  by  which  to  examine 
its  peculiar  conforxnation. 

The  FiRE-FiiY,  of  all  nocturnal  insects,  exhibits 
an  appearance  th^  mo«t  pleasing  tp  the  curious  and 
contempUtive  mind*  In  the  functions  of  this  little 
being,  we  behold  a  wonderful  example  of  creative 
skill.  At  one  moment,  its  body  is  dark  and  opaque ; 
aod^  the  next,  it  i&  brilliantly  illuminated,  asifi}y 
niaterial  fire*  In  the  Sumnner  nights  they  idnlighten 
the  whole  i^ouiitry^  anijl  seem  like  a  galaxy  of  sub<« 
ordinate  Mars,  intended  to  point  put  the  path  .of 
sn&ty 


■  to  the  luckless  wight 

Whose  lot  is  east  to  travel  in  the  mghu 

Tkh^jf  are  sq  numerous  in  every  part  of  Jjower  ai^d 
\}fiper  Canada,  that  a  persoai  not  ftware  of  the  un}n<^ 
9amm§bl9  vi^iurejof  their  blaze,  would  imagine  thci 
voods  ai94  field?  to.be  in  dagger  of  immediate  oom-* 
flagration.  The  Fire-fly  belongs,  if  I  mistake  not^ 
to  the  dam  of  beetjie^  j  it  is  of  a  very  dark  brown, 
V)tb  a  etraw-:eoloumd .  abdom^n^  from  whioh  it 
Wiiitt  t]iel«nMAdu9  appcjarcmoe  I  have  ju0t  deaioribed* 
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— ^To  itiis  little  insect  we  are  indebted  for  the  beau- 
tiful lines  of  Moore : 

Thk  momiBg,  -when  the  earth  and  sky 
Were  burning  with  the  blush  of  Spring, 

I  «aw  thee  not,  thou  humble  fly. 

Nor  thought  upon  tiiy  gleanung  wmg. 

But  now  the  skies  have  lost  their  hue. 

And  sunny  lights  no  longer  play, 
I  see  thee,  and  I  bless  theetoo 

For  sparkling  x>'er  the  dreary  way. 

O  let  me  hope>  that  thus  for  me, 

When  life  and  love  shall  lose  thdr  bloom* 

Some  Boilder  joys  may  eome,  like  thee, 
To  light,  if  not  to  warm,  the  gloom. 

Beetles,  in  Canada,  are  very  common,  and  per- 
fectly ino&nsive;  but  there  is  an  insect  very  simi- 
lar in  appearance,  called  by  the  Canadians  the 
Horn-bug,  which  is  rather  dangerous.  He  is  fur- 
nished with  a  horn  exceedingly  sharp  and  hard, 
which  projects  horizontally  from  his  head  about 
a  quarter  of  an  inch.  As  he  flies  very  swiftly,  and 
Without  any  apparent  regard  to  the  direction  which 
he  takes,  he  sometimes  comes  in  contact  with  men, 
horses,  and  other  animals ;  on  whose  flesh,  although 
he  seems  ta  entertain  no  hostile  intentions  against 
them,  he  sometimes  involuntarily  tries  the  tempeif 
of  his  instrument. 

HousE-fLiEs  are  an  overwhelming  plague  in 
every  part  of  the  country.  I  thipk  I  may  safely 
stay,    that  a  single   Canadian    cabin    contains  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


greater  mimb^  of  these  ineeto  than  oould  be  col* 
lected  m  a  whole  English  p^rishi  As  well  might 
a  Canadian  hope  to  prevent  the  clouds  from  ob- 
scaring  the  sun,  as  to  preserve  his  goods  and  chat- 
teisy  doors,  and  windows^  from  the  filth  of  these 
troublesome  creatures.  In  city,  town,  and  country, 
windows  of  every  description  are  rendered  so 
4irty  by  these  pests,  that  a  person,  unacquainted 
with  the  cause,  wou'ld  not  hesitate  to  pronounce 
the  people  shamefully  inattentive  to  external  ap- 
pearances; but  this  state  of  things  is,  in  truth, 
«iiavotdable«  I  have  known  persons,  who  made  a 
constant  practice  of  washing  their  windows  every 
rnormng;  and,  on  looking  at  those  very  windows 
ia  ttie  evening,  one  would  not  suppose,  that  they 
bad  been  touched  by  water  since  the  day  when 
Noah's  ark  rested  on  Mount  Ararat.  Fly-traps 
are  as  common  in  Canada,  as  rat-traps  in  St.  He- 
lena: But,  notwithstanding  all  the  means  which  are 
resorted  to  for  reducing  their  numbers,  they  are 
itiU  so  abimdant  that  a  child  can  scarcely  open  its 
nioath,  without  running  the  risk  of  being  suffo- 
cated by  the  quantity  that  eagerly  try  to  descend 
down  its  throat. 

Bkss,  which  are  now  very  plentiful  in  evelry 
part  of  North  America,  were,  it  is  said,  never 
aeen  in  the* country  before  the  arrival  of  Euro- 
peans. The  Indians,  who,  have  no  name  for 
tbem in  their  own  language,  call  them  '^English 
flies." 

Honey  is  very  cheap  in  all  the  old  settlements ; 
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and  many  of  the  faiwerf  have  fro^i  ^  (p  30  l|f  V9f  j 
mdependently  of  which,  tre^  nr^  disopy^r^ed  ki 
ihe  forests  from  whO^e  hollow  trunks  between  TQ 
and  160  lbs  of  honey  are  frequently  e^^traot^d. 
These  trees  are  found  out  in  a  very  singular  inwr 
9^r;  Persons  wh9  9fe  deputed  40  seek  themt  eol- 
Iwt  a  nusaher  of  bees  from  the  flow^r^  bordering 
on  the  forests^  and  confine  them,  in  ar small  hoji,  in 
tha  hottrai  of  which  is  a  pieee  of  honey-comb^ 
and  in  th^  lid  a  aquare  of  glaf»9  large  enou^  to 
admit  the  light  into  avery  part.  When  tha  boaa 
are  supposed  to  hava  satisfied  themselves  with 
honey,  two  or  three  are  allowed  to  eseape,  and  the 
direction  which  they  take  in  flying  away  is  atten- 
tively ob9eryed^  until  they  beooma  lost  in  the  disn 
tance.  The  hunter,  as  the  bee-*catehar  is  caUedj 
then  proceeds  towards  the  spot  where  hia  view 
became  obscured ;  aiid^  releasing  one  or  two  mofa 
of  his  prisonars,  ha  marka  their  icofmna  aa.  )ia 
did  that  of  t^ir  preaurscHrfu  Thia  prpeava  ia 
repMted  until  tiia  heap  whicli  are  lat  Ay»  imf<»a4 
of  Ibllowmg  In  fke.  fmne  direction  as  their  pra^ 
deoesaors,  fly  in  that  which  ia  directly  o^ippaite. 
When  this  occurs,  the  hunter  is  cojtivincad  that  Ita 
must  have  passed  the  ohjact  of  ht9  pwrwit..  F<)r  it 
is  a  fiu^t  universally  raoeiyad,  that  jf  ya^i  taka  a  W 
from  a  flower  atta«ta  at  any  ^vea  distaAca  3«mUi 
txf  the  tree  to  which  that  hea  belongs^  and  carry  it 
m  jtha  closest  confinement  to  an  equal  di^tanoe  00 
the  North  side  of  the  tree^  he  will,  when  allowed 
to  e»ape,4ifter  flybg  in  a<ttrcle  far  a  fi^mmpt^ 
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make  bis  cquiw  directly  to  hipi  didee  do^im^  with^ 
out  inplining  in  the  le^-st  to  the  right  himd  or;  the 
leftt  The  hunte^^M^ho  hM  patience^  ioteUigeucei 
and  perseverance  on  his  gfide^  is  therefore  certain  of 
ultimate  success :  For  the  direction  ^hich  the  first 
bee  takes,  is  infallibly  that  in  wbiph  the  nest^tree 
lies;  so  that  when  the  b^es  which  are  sf^ibiequently 
released  reverse  thf»ir  flight  q.nd  peem  to /go  back  to 
the  place  from  which  the  first  fi0w,  the  sports- 
man knows  that  he  has  passed  by  the  destined  tree. 
His  next  great  object  is^  to  distinguish  the  tree 
which  contains  the  bees,  from  others  which  stand 
b  the  same  direction.  This  would  of  course  be  a 
difficult  task  to  an  uninitiated  person;  but  the 
ingenuity  of  the  American  hunter  has  supplied  him 
with  means,  by  which  he  can  allure  the  bees  from 
the  tree  where  they  have  deposited  their  honey, 
when  it  is  not  remotely  situated.  This  is  effected 
by  placing  a  piece  of  honey-comb  upon  a  heated 
brick,  the  odour  of  which,  while  in  the  act  of  melt* 
ing,  is  so  atrong  and  alluring  as  to  induce  the  whole 
tribe  to  comC'  down  from  their  citadel,  in  quest  of 
honey,  of  which  the  fragrant  smell  had  been  the 
herald*  Nothing  then  remains  but  to  cut  down 
the  treid ;  and  the  quantity  of  honey  found  in  its 
excavated  trunk,  seldom  fails  to  competisate  very 
aaiply  the  perseverance  of  the  huntsman.  I  have 
been  thus  particular  in  my  description  of  the 
maimer  in  which  honey  is  discovered  and  taken, 
beoinse  I  thought  it  would  amuse  you  to  hear  any 
thing  new,  upon  a  subject  the  most  distantly  con- 
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nected  with  the  operations  and  habits  of  the  bee  t 
You  know  how  mueh  both  ancient  historians  and 
poets  have  been  concerned  to  oonvey  to  their 
readers  correct  information  regarding  their  civil, 
political,  and  domestic  economy.  I  have  refrained 
from  giving^  any  account  of  their  internal  arrange- 
ments^ because  I  conceive  the  descriptions  of  these 
to  be  sufiSciently  rife :  But  I  think  I  have  made 
you  acquainted  with  a  mode  of  carrying  the  9tege 
more  easily  than  you  imagine,  and  with  quite  as 
much  effect  as  that  described  by  Virgil : 

When  of  its  sweets  the  dome  thoa  would'st  deprive,    . 
Diffuse  warm  spirted  water  through  the  hive. 
Or  noxious  smoke  thro'  all  their  dwellings  drive. 

An  extraordinary  instance  of  the  fatal  effects 
which  frequently  result  from  the  combined  forces 
of  the  weakest  enemies^  occurred  recently  i«i  the 
district  of  Gore.  In  the  Summer  of  1820,  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Leemmg^  of  Ancaster^  was  possessed  of  a  fine 
horse:  The  animal  was  sent  out.  to  grass^  at  a 
neighbouring  farmer's,  who  kept  about  twMty 
stocks  of  bees.  By  some  means  or  other,  he  got 
into  the  lawn,  where  the  hives  were  placed,  and 
while  indulging  his  curiosity,  accidentally  over- 
turned one  of  them.  The  bees,  finding  themselves 
disturbed^  singled  out  the  horse  as  the  object  of 
their  wrath,  and  attacked  him  with  great  virulence. 
This  made  the  persecuted  animal  begin  to  kick: 
In  his  agony  he  overthrew  another  hive,  which 
only  doubled  the  number  of  the  assailants.    The 
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last  hive  was  falling^  4o  the  ground,  when  the  horse 
fell  too  ;  and  in  leas  than  five .  minutes  from  the 
commencement  of  the  affiray,  the  poor  animal  was 
literally  stung  to  death  by  his  enri4^ed  adversaries. 

W4SPS  are  not  n^ore  common  than  in  England, 
bat  hornets  and  yellow-jackets  are  very  numerous. 
Nor  are  fleas  more  generally  found  in  Canada,  than 
in  other  parts  of  the  world.  A  comfortable 
house,  occupied  by  a  cleanly  family,  is  seldom 
troubled  with  them ;  but  bed-bugs  are  the  inmates 
of  every  dwelling,  from  the  castle  of  St.  Louis,  on 
the  elevated  promontory  of  Quebec,  to  the 
humblest  log-hut  on  the  shores  of  Lake  St.  Clair. 
If  these  offensive  creatures^  with  the  musquito, 
black-fly,  and  house-fly,  were  to  continue  their 
attacks  throughout  the  year,  they  would  certainly 
render  the  Canadian's  existence  a  heavy  curse, 
rather  than  a  blessing.  Indeed,  it  appears  wonder- 
ful to  me^  that  man  can  at  all  subsist  in  a  land,  in 
which  the  insects  alone  appear  sufliciently  numerous 
to  destroy  every  production  of  the  earth.  I  have 
mentioned  only  the  most  remarkable  among  the 
different  tribes  of  poisonous  and  destructive 
insects  in  the  country:  There  are  many  more, 
whose  names  I  cannot  recollect;  but  whose  opera- 
tions are  not  so  easily  forgotten. 

On  reviewing  the  preceding  pages  of  this  letter, 
I  have  been  forcibly  struck  with  the  idea,  that  you, 
who  are  happily  free  from  such  tormenting  plagues, 
as  those  which  I  have  recounted,  will  probably 
suspect  me  of  exaggeration.    I  know  that  nothing 
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M  more  common  thafi  for  men  to  magnify  an  4vil 
at  the  time  when  they  themselves  are  eridliting  it ; 
and  with  regard  to  my  pwn  case,  as  few  writein 
hltve  entered  deeply  into  the  subject,  I  shall  more 
readily  be  charged  with  hyperbolical  mihateness,  if 
with  nothing  more.     But  if  I  were  disposed  to 
iwell  my   letter  with  quotatiotis    from  the  few 
travellers  Who  have  touched  on  the  subject,  I  think 
I  should  be  able  to  avert  the  particular  charge,  and 
to  shew  that  I  a^ree  with  them  in  the  main  of  my 
remarks  upon  Canadian  insects.     I  have,  however^ 
no  deslire  to  lengthen  my  correspondence  by  th^ 
labours  of  other  men,  and  shall  therefore  conteni 
myself  with  two  quotations, — the  one  from   Mr. 
Lambert's  7V»t?e&  in  Canada^  and  the  other  from 
Stuart's  Emigrants^   Ouide,  by   which,    in  youi^ 
eyes  and  in  the  eyes  of  every  candid  person,  I  think 
I  shall  be  amply  justified. 

Mr.  Ldmbert,  in  speaking  of  the  months  of  M^y, 
June,  July,  August  and  September,  observer: 
'^The  Spring,  Summer  and  Autumn  of  Canada, 
are  all  comprised  in  these  five  months.  The  irest 
of  the  year  may  be  said  to  consist  wholly  of 
Winter.  The  month  of  October  is  sombtittied 
agreeable  ;  but  nature  has  then  put  on  her  gloomy 
mantle,  and  the  chilling  blasts  from  the  North*' West 
remind  the  Canadians  of  the  approach  of  snow  and 
ice.  .  November  and  April  are  the  two  most  dis- 
iigreeable  months.  In  the  one,  the  snow  is  falling  ; 
and  in  the  other  it  is  going  away.  Both  of  them 
ootifine  the  people  to  their  houses;    ated  irender 
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travelling  uncbmfortable  and  evetL  daiig'#rous<    Ndf 
can  the  inhabitants  enjoy  thef  Summ^rmbnths  With 
that  comfort  and  pleadure  expei'iended  in  Ettrdfie; 
One  of  the  greatest  plagaes  to  which  they  ar6.dtib<^ 
ject  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  conimon  house-^yir    It 
is  not  decided,  whether  they  are  natives  of  the 
country,  or  imported^      I  think,  however,  that 
their  boldness  and  assurance  greatly  elcceed  ihei^ 
European  brethren,  and  their  number  k  beyond 
all  conception.     Your   room   must   be   entirely 
darkened,  or  it  will  be  impossible  to  remain  in  it 
ondistarbed.    The  warmer  and  lighter  it  is,  tb« 
more  numerous  and  active  the  flies  will  be^  and  th^ 
greater  will  be  your  sufferings.  The  stoves  keep  them 
alive  in  Winter,  but  the  sun  restores  them  to  theit 
full  vigour  and  power  of  annoyance.    In  Summer, 
I  have  sat  down  to  write,  and  have  been  obliged  t^ 
throw  my  pen  aside,  in  consequence  of  their  irri- 
tating bite,  which  compelled  me  every  moment  to 
taise  my  hand  to  my  eyes,  nose,  mouth,  and  earw, 
in  constant  succession.    When  I  could  no  longer 
write,  I  began  to  read,  and  was  always  obliged 
to  keep  one  hand  constantly   on  the  move,  to^ 
wards  my  head.      Sometimes  in   the   course  of 
a  few   minutes,   I   could  take   half    a  dozen  of 
my  tormentors  from    my  lips,  between    which 
I    caught    them    just   as     they    had     perched. 
In. short,  while  sitting  quiet  in  Hie  chair,  I  was 
continually  worried   by  them  ;     and,  as    it  has 
been  observed  of  the  same  insects  in  Russia^  none 
but  those  who  have  suffered  could  believe  them 
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capable  of  inflioting  ao  much  ionnent.  At  lengtfr, 
when  my  patience  was  exhausted  within  doors,  I 
would  put  on  my  hat  and  walk  oat,  thinking  to 
enjoy  the  delightful  breezes,  that  froHc  in  the 
atmosphere  at  this  season  of  the  year.  But,  in  leas 
than  five  minutes,  I  was  oppressed  by  the  scorching 
beams  of  the  meridian  sun.  To  avoid  a  coup  de 
soleU  I  retreated  to  a  thick  shady  grove,  which 
seemed  inviting  me  to  take  shelter  under  its  um- 
brageous foliage  ;  but,  as  if  to  bring  my  sufferings 
to  a  climax,  I  was  immediately  surrounded  by 
myriads  of  musquitoes,  sand-flies  and  other  veno- 
mous insects,  whose  repeated  attacks  upon  my 
face,  hands,  and  legs,  compelled  me  reluctantly  to 
return  to  my  old  tormentors  at  home,  which, 
though  equally  teazing,  are  certainly  not  so  veno* 
mous  as  their  long-legged  brethren." 

He  adds,  ^^the  sting  of  the  musquito  is  trifling  at 
first,  but  the  next  day  it  is  extremely  painful^  nad 
sometimes  dangerous  if  violently  rubbed.  The  be^t 
remedy  is  to  wash  the  part  with  some  powerftil 
acid:  Lemon-juice  and  vinegar  have  frequi^ntlj 
relieved  me  from  the  painful  irritation  which  it^ 
venom  excites.  The  blue-lots,  or.  sand-flies,  are  sn 
very  small,  as  to  be  hardly  perceptiUe  in  their 
attacks :  and  your  forehead  will  be  streaming  with 
blood,  before  you  are  sensible  of  being  among 
them."  So  much  for  the  statement  of  Mr. 
liambert. 

Now  for  Mr.  Stultrt :  In  ^age  298  of  his  Emi- 
granfs  Guide  to   Upper  Canada^  he  says,  ^The* 
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uneote  during"  the  Summer  months^  are-th^  great^si^ 
natnral  nuisance  in  the  country :      After  a  hard 
day'g  toil,  the  wearied  labourer  often  seeks  for  rest 
m  vain*    The  musquito  wanders  round  him  with  its 
perpetual  alarum  of  attack,  and,  by  assailing  him  at 
every  unguarded  moment,  invests  that  alarum  with 
almost  perpetual  anxiety.    Smoke  is  in  a  great 
measure  an  effectual  guard,  when  properly  em- 
ployed ;  but  you  must  be  almost  suffocated  with  it, 
in  order  to  render  it  efficient.     Nor  are  the  poor 
domb  animals  less  molested.     In  the  midst  of  their 
enjoyment  of  the  fresh  herbage  of  the  opening 
Sammer,  a  tribe  of  flies  suddenly  attacks  them ; 
end  from  that  time  until  the  coolness  of  Autumn 
commences,  tribe  succeeding  tribe,  these  relentless 
animals  continue  their  attacloi  from  early  morning 
until  evening's  close,  and  deprive  the  poor  creatures, 
in  a  great  measure,  both  of  food  and  rest.    At  such 
seasons,  you  will  see  the  wretches,  crowded  to 
some  open  space,  under  the  shelter,  if  there  be  any 
snch,  of  some  solitary  tree,  heedless  of  the  sweet 
aiid  Inxariimt  herbage  of  the  surrounding  Wood, 
and  seemingly  seeking  nothing  but  peace.    The 
intervals  of  coolness,  which  occasionally  intervene, 
ere  a  temporary  relief,  m  the  ephemerid  existence 
of  these  tormentors,  or  at  least  their  activity,  seems 
to  be  entirely  dependant  upon  a  hot  and  humid 
atmosphere/' 
I  complain  of  these  drawbacks  on  the  felicity  of 

those,  and  myself  among  the  rest,  who  live  in 
VaiiL  S 
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Canada ;  and  there  is  sucli  a  degree  of  weakness  m 
every  human  mind^  that  no  man^  who  is  doomed  to 
the  endurance  of  any  thing  which  may  not  he  ex- 
actly pleasing  hut  which  yet  is  very  trivial,  can 
avoid  the  indulgence  of  occasional  repining. 
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TBS  jisplrrBiA  AND  nsHfis  or  Canada— ^thb  buli^froo  anb  its 

TAUdUS  AFFINrriBS'^-^OADd— THB  MUD-TORTOlftE  OR  TURTLE-* 
THE  RATTliB*^ NAREj  ITS  PO^ER  OF  FASOINATION*^— ACCOUNT  OF 
A  OENTLBHAN  WHO  WAS  BITTEN  BY  ON»^<-<THE  BLACK  8NAKE 
—THE  WATER-SNAKE^  &C.— FISHES  OF  VARIOUS  KINDS  IN  THE 
RIVERS  OF  CANADA— ^HE  SALMON — STURGEON — MU8K1NUNQE— 
CAr-PrSH-<-PlKS— PICKEREL  AND  MULLEIV^DOO-TISH^-^BUCKER 
*HiLAClt  AND  WHITE  BASi«-»HBRRlNa«*^TROUt^->«-WRITB  FI8U<^ 
SWOBD^Fllli— BBL,  &C. 

Although  the  birds  of  Aifterica  are  not  exceei- 
bgly  musical,  yet  the  forests  of  Canada  may 
truly  be  said  to  *'ring  with  nature's  niusio*'  from 
*be  beginning  of  Spring,  to  the  end  of  Summer. 
The  sameness  of  the  Canadian  thmsh'i)  notes,  and 
fbe  absence  of  the  black^bird's  whistle,  are,  in 
*>me  degree  <5ompensated,  btrth  with  regard  tb 
variety  and  novelty^by  the  roaring  of  the  bull-frog, 
Wid  the  howling,  quacking,  groaning  and  screech* 
iftg  of  its  numerous  affinities.  These  animals,  which 
We  been  ludicrously  termed  '^  Dutch  Night- 
fcgales,'^  because,  like  one  of  those  birds 


-that  all  day  long 


Had  oheered  the  village  with  his  song^ 
Nor  yet  at  eve  his  notfe  suspended. 
Nor  yet  when  even^tide  was  ended, 
s2 
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they  never  cease  night  or  day,  daring  the  whole 
Summer,  to  send  forth  their  hideous  yells,  with 
such  force  and  effect,  that  it  ii^  difficult  to  hear  any 
thing  but  frog-music,  from  the  beginning  of  May 
to  the  close  of  September.  The  forests  in  all  moist 
and  swampy  places  are  literally  covered  over  with 
thiOmv  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  any  thing  equaL 
to  the  noise  and  variety  of  their  notes.  The  loud 
bellowing  of  some,  which,  from  their  jiuperior  size 
and  strength  of  lungs,  appear  to  be  chiefs,  the 
cjuacking  of  others  of  a  less  size,  the  melancholy 
groanings  of  a  few  scattered  up  and  down  as  if  to 
mingle  sorrow  with  rejoidngs ;  and  the  harsh 
screeches  of  a  fourth  party, — produce  altogether 
such  a  singular  combination  of  sounds  as  beggars 
qH  description.  Some  of  them  roar  as  loudly  as  h 
lion,  and  appear  to  lead  the  concert;  for  the 
moment  they  commence,  you  hear  every  incon- 
gruity of  sound,  from  the  harsh  lowing  of  an  ox, 
to  the  almost  inaudible  chirrup  of  a  humming-bird. 
A  person  listening  to  this  music,  without  knowini^ 
by  what  instruments  ;it  was  produced,  would  feeL 
inclined  to  suppose,  that  all  the  beasts  of  the  field 
qjid  the  fowls  of  the  air  had  assembled  togethcfr, 
eifxd  were  tuning  their  voices  preparatory  to  the 
Qpmmencement  of  a  grand  chorus  in  celebration 
of  the  grat0  mpe  Verts,  et  F(wanu—:the  release  of 
nature  from  the  cold  grasp  of  Winter,  by  the 
grateful  return  of  Spring. 

Irishmen  who  arrive  in  Canada,  late  in  the  fall 
of  the  year  or  in  Winter,  and  who  are  unacquainted 
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With  the  cause  of  the  uproar  with  which  they  arer 
greeted,  may  frequently  be  seen,  in  the  succeeding^ 
Spring,  stealing  to  these  froj^^orchestras  with  guns 
Well-loaded  and  ready-cocked,  their  hearts  bounding 
at  the  idea  of  bringing  to  the  earth  a  buffalo,  bear/ 
or  wolf.     When  they  arrive  at  the  spot  from  which 
the  sounds  seemed  to  issne^  and  perceive  no  animals 
larger  than  vast  frogs  upon  the  ground,  they  direct 
their  attention  upwards  and  reluctantly  relinquish 
all  present  ideas  of  a  buffitto,  for  a  shot  at  a  wild 
torkey,  a  racoon,  or  an  opossum.     On  discovering 
that  neither  birds  nor  beasts  are  to  be  foui^,  they 
imagine  that  there  must  be  a  subterraneious  cavei*n« 
in  the  neighbourhood,-  m  which  such  animals  as  lie 
torpid  during  the  Winter,  having   just  become 
roused  from  their  lethargy,  are  busily  debating 
some  important  points  concerning  their  Summer 
excursions.      Impressed  with    this  idea,  or  with 
some  other  equally   plausible  and  strange,   they 
return  to  their  wives,  and,  in  communicating  thd 
history  of  fheh^  disappointment,  forget  not  to  in- 
clude an  authentic  report  of  the  cave  which  theii^ 
own  imaginations  have  created,  under  the  misguid  ing 
influence  and  ventriloquistic  deception  of  thie  noisy 
frogs.  .     >  '  . 

The  largest  bull-frogs  weigh  about  five  pounds 
each,  and  are  able  to  destroy  a  gosling  of  a  ^onth 
old:  There  in  every  variety  of  ihe  frog-genus  in 
Caaada,  from  thi^  size  down  to  that  of  a  wren's 
egg.^  Toads  are  also  very  ndiherouis  $  aifsdaltteagh 

s3 
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Yulgar  jprejudioe  ctimiden  them  as  enemies  id  laatiy^ 
had  capable  of  emHting  some  pottonous  i^atter 
from  their  bddie^s^  the  oomnituicatidn  of  which 
would  prove  injuridtts  id  humcfcn  healthy  they  are 
perfectly  hartnlej^  and  ihofibnsive.  Their  general 
eoiifotir  is  not  very  {ileasing;  a,iid  perhups  that  is. 
partly  the  reason  why  they  are  killed,  whenever 
they  make  th^r  appearance* 

The  MnoToilTois^,  or  Turtle,  when  full-growB, 
Is.  about  two  feet  in  diameter.  It^  fl^h  i»  said  to 
eqdal  in  flavour  that  of  the  West  India  TurtlCii 
But  as  it  is  one  of  those  delici^es  which  my  palate 
is  not  so  far  refined  as  to  appreciate,  I  leave  the 
determination  of  its  true  taste  and  flavour  to  city 
Aldermen:  The  appearance  of  the  flesh,  when 
dressed,  is  quite  sufficient  to  satisfy  my  appetite. 
These  aninials  will  live  ten  days  after  having  their 
heads  cut  off;  This  I  dduld  scarcely  believe,  when 
I  first  arrived  iQ  the  country ;  but  I  have  since  had 
ocular  demonstratidA  of  the  faot«  They  lay  their 
eggs  in  the  sand  to  the  number  of  fifty,  which  are 
rounds  and  about  the  aiae  of  a  brge  crab :  The 
Canadians  eat  them^  and  eonsidet  them  superior  in 
quality  to  those  of  domestic  fowls.  A  large  turtle 
is  capable  of  moving  with  a  man  upon  its  back ; 
and  some  persons  assort,  that  it  is  equal  to  the 
task  of  carrying  two  men,  without  manifeiting^the 
least  symptom  of  being  over-loaded* 

In  Lower  Canada,   there  are  now  very  £»w 
Snakes,  but  in  the  Upper  Province  there  is  a  great 
'^Vftriety. 
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Tb«  RATTLS-tKAKfi^  though  not  the  burgwt^  k  wf^ 
tainly  thd  moit  foratidable  of  the  ierpent  ki&d«  Th# 
longest  of  them  measure  about  fire  feet>  and  aw 
as  thick  as  a  man^s  leg ;  but  the  geneml  idaie  is  three 
feet  and  a  half:  The  ttppearanoe  of  these  reptilM 
is  far  more  calculated  to  excite  admH*ation/thaa  to 
create  alai^m.  They  are  said  to  possess  such  4 
power  of  fascinalion,  as  to  be  able  at  any  time  t<) 
arrest  the  attention  of  birds^  frogs^  squirrels^  and 
other  small  animalsj  in  a  mdaaer  th^t  completely 
depriveil  thejn  of  the  power  of  m^ion^  and  b(Ati<» 
pekthem  to  stand  in  some  d^retf  fireMed  to  the 
spot,  appitf entty  admiring  the  bviHislntr  eyee:  and 
many-coloured  scales  of  their  deadly  foe.  NotSung 
can  exceed  the  beauty  pf  the  rattlcNsnake^  ps  tbd 
splendour  of  his  eyes.  His  rattle  consists  of  seve- 
ral distinct  erwtaceotts  bags  attached  to  the  extre- 
mity of  his  ta^L  The  number  of  these  bags  ^rvei 
to  ascertain  the  age  of  the  reptile :  The  first  bag 
becomes  visible  when  the  snake  is  three  years 
old,  and  one  is  afterwards  annually  added.  It  w 
commonly  believed,  on  your  side  of  the  Atlantic^ 
that  the  Rattle-snake  always  gives  warning,  when 
about  to  attack  either  man  or  beast :  But  thia  is 
not  the  case.  I  have  killed  several  myself,  and 
have  likewise  seen  not  a  few  destroyed  by  other 
persons;  and  I  am  convinced,  from  experi^ 
ence  and  observation,  that  they  very  seldom  rattle 
when  attacked.  Although  they  possess  the  power 
of  inSicting  almost  instantaneoua  death,  they 
seeai  unwining  to  attack  man,  except  in  ibmt 
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own:df^feAoe.^  .Wh^n  oaeof  tliem  ia  about  to.lAte 
e^ber'man:  or  beast^  Jiia  eyea  sparkle  like  fire;  hi$ 
?vi?boteJ)Q^  becQQi^a  bloated  with  rage^  and  \ni 
b^ad;  and  ni^pk  alterloatety  flatten^  diiM;eild;  and 
^^ieilL  Hia  lipsr  contract  a]a4  expand;  disclosing  at 
intervals'  his  frightful  forked  totigUe^  and  those 
,&tal\  receptacles  of  deadly  poison  with  which  he 
(^J*epares  to  iinflict  the  most  eriiel  death.  He  sel- 
Aom^  however>  SMcceeds'  in  accomplishing  hiif 
dretuiful  putpQ$e ;  for  if  observed  before  he  mdies 
the  last  fatal  jupriiig.  or  dart^'her  may  be  readily 
avoided  ailtd.'  quickly  dispatchied. .  A  single  stroke 
bi  a  stick  Aot  ^thicker  than  a  cutting  wbip^  is  safi* 
cieioi^  to  disable  him,  though  it  is  not  easy  wholly 
$o:  deprive  him    of  life.i"     The    noiost  effectual 


•c+;D»  Vin^t'Bajs,  '^Ttw  reptile  18  clitm^,  and  avoided 
jR^ithput  diffidult7."~In  another  part  of  these  Tolutnes  I  have 
shewn  the  curiqus  acceptations  ^iven  by  the  Americans,  both  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  to  several  well-defined  Englisb 
Wdrds-:  CLUMSfY,  thereibr6/  may^iu  their 'strange  vocabulary  sig^ 
'iA£j  sLENDBa.  But  if  tiie  t^nit  is  to  coftvejr  thle  camnnoii  English 
^fgbifif  ation,  th^  I>9Ctor  inigkt  aa  truly  affirm,  '^^  that  the  tusk  of 
a  Mammoth'  would  make  a  most  delicate  tooth-pidc,"  as  "  that 
this  «nake  is  a  c/i/97;^  creature."  .  .       ^      . 

**  Nor,  qaii  T  comprehend  Dr.  pwight*s  meaning,  whett  he  says; 
^^  The' Rattle-snake  has  no  motion,  except  that  wliidi  is  produced 
by  ^coilin^  himself  iip,  and  then  stretching  liimielf  out  at  fuR 
length/'  >  If  he  had  said,  '^  that  when  this  ^reptile  intenda  to  bite 
fOBo^  Q^  bc^t,  he  coi^s  himself  up,  and  then  springs -from  his  coil,^ 
I  could  have  readily  subs^ibed^to  his  assertion.  But  if  the  idea 
which  he  wishes  to  convey,  be,  that  in  its  ordinary  perambulatioiis 
Ifrom*  place  to  place^  the  snake  proceeds  by  alternately  -  cooling  u^ 
%tid  stretching  itself  i>ut,««-the  Doctor  haa  certainly  neyi^r  b^el4 
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method  of  deflfroyihg  theae  envenomed  .oreaturetr^ 
19,  to  attack  them  at  the  mouths  of  their  caves,  ip 
the  Spring  of  the  year,  when  they  have  not 
entirely  recovered  from  the  debilitating  effects  of 
their  Winter  confinement*  At  this  season,  they 
are  found  in  a  very  feeble  condition^  basking  m 
the  sunshine  at  the  entrance  of  their  caves.  Pet f 
sons  who  come  out  purposely  foor  their  destruetion, 
wear  large  boots  which  reach  above  the  knee.  Theiy; 
make  a  sudden  rush  among  the  reptiles,  and  fre-» 
qiiently  kill  several  hundreds  before  they  have 
time  to  regain  their  retreats.  The  effluvii^  arising 
from  their  dead  bodies,  produces  immediate  sick- 
nesst  and  compels  the  assailants  to  make  tf  Speedy 
retreat  from  the  scene  of  qction. 

•  W.  H ,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  who  resides  at 

Dondas,  in  the  Gore  District,  when  on  a  hunting* 
party  of  this  nature  a  few  years  ago,  received  i^ 
bite  from  a  large  snake  in  rather  a  singular  manner* 
He  observed  its  tail  in  the  cleft  of  a  rock,  and  very 
imprudently  laid  hold  of  it,  with  the  intention  of 
dragging  it  forth  to  light,  and  dashing  its  head 
against  the  rock  in  which  it  was  lodged.  Th^ 
snake  happened  to  be  coiled ;  and,  on  feeling  that 
its  tail  was  touched,  darted  at  the  intruder's  hand, 

it  in  the  act  of  regular  loco-motion,  nor  obtained  the  substance 
of  his  account  from  such  persons  as  were  capable  of  communis- 
eating  correct  information..  The  fact  is,  the  Rattle-snake  moves 
en  the  surface  of  the  earth 'with  as  much  ease  and  quickness,  and 
exactly  in  the  same  m«mer,  as  an  eel  wriggles  along  the  slimy 
b^Ctoni  of  s  river*  , 
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and  inflicted  a  small  woand.  Mr.  H.  immediately 
took  his  pen-knife,  and  cut  out  the  wounded  flesh  ; 
but,  though  this  was  accomplished  without  a  mo^ 
meat's  delay,  it  proved  too  late.  In  a  short  time, 
his  hand  and  arm  begaii  to  swell  and  assume  the 
colour  of  a  snake.  His  whole  body  presently 
became  affected  with  the  spreading  contagion,  aud 
in  less  than  an  hour,  he  exbibited.the  most  melan-> 
choly  spectacle  of  human  wretchedness.  He  v9BB 
taken  home,  and  every  remedy  provided  for  him, 
which  the  skill  or  experience  of  his  attendants  could 
suggest.  Great  quantities  of  Snake-root  and  White 
Ash-bark,  boiled  up  in  ipilk,  were  given  him  to 
drink,  but  they  did  not  appear  to  afford  him  any 
immediate  relief.  For  the  space  of  eight  or  ten 
days,  he  endured  the  most  poignant  sufferings ; 
but  at  the  expiration  of  this  period,  he  experienced 
a  considerable  abatement  of  his  former  pains^  and 
his  spotted  skin  began  to  resume  its  natural  colour. 
He  was,  however,  unable  to  rise  for  six  months 
^from  his  bed,  and  not  until  the  lapse  of  a  year  did 
he  find  himself  capable  of  engaging  in  his  foraaer 
occupations. 

The  Indians  eat  the  rattle-snakes,  and  consider 
their  flesh  superior  to  that  of  eels.  It  is  gcfmeihing 
remarkable,  that  hogs  devour  them  without  sus- 
taining any  injury :  All  other  quadrupeds  are 
afraid  of  them,  and  carefully  avoid  the  place  where 
they  have  been  once  observed. 

A  serpent,  not  unlike  the  Battle-snake,  aod 
called  ^'  the  Pilot"  on  account  of  its  propeMity  to 
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precede  tbat  oreatture,  is.  eqasHy  TenomoiDi  atid 
equally  dreaded  both  by  man  and  beast.  There  is 
another  reptile  of  a  similar  description,  which,  qb 
account  of  its  diminutive  size,  is  entituled  '^  the 
Bastard  Rattle^snake  s'^  It  is  only  18  inehes  in 
len^h,  and  is  considered  even  more  venomons  than 
either  of  those  already  mentioned.  It  has,  haw- 
ever,  been  allowed^  that  a  bite  from  any  of  the 
graceless  trio  will  be  followed  with  immediate 
death,  unless  the  proper  remedy  is  instantly  edmi«* 
aiatered.  If  this  he  really  the  case, — and  I  pce-^ 
sume  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  it, — I  cannot 
conceive  how  one  of  them  can  be  more  venomous 
than  the  others. 

The  Black  Snake  is  found  in  every  part  of  the 
country ;  his  bite  is  poisonous,  but  seldom  produce 
tive  of  any  fatal  effects.  He  is  from  five  to  six  feet 
long* :  his  back  and  sides  are  a  jet  black,  exceed* 
ingly  brilliant  and  smooth ;  and  hjs  belly  a  silver 
grey,  which  is^  by  the  finest  shades,  imperceptibly 
united  with  the  black.  This  animal  possesses  the 
power  of  fascination  in  a  more  eminent  degree 
than  the  rattle-snake.  He  has,  besides,  a  trait  pecu<^ 
Har  to  himself,  a  singular  faculty  of  flagellation^ 
which  he  sometimes  exercise^^  in  a  very  affection* 
ate  manner  on  his  luckless  brother :  For  when  he  has 
embraced  the  rattle*  snake  within  his  ample  eoit, 
he  whips  him  to  death  with  his  teul.  He  will  also 
entwine  himself  round  a  child,  or  the  leg  of  a  ma<^» 
and  never  disengagea  himself  till  \m  ie  absolutely 
cut  to  pieces. 

t 
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SOB  SALMON.' 

The  WATfiR-niiiKEy  iahis-appearanee^  resemUeff 
the  rati le-^nake ;  but  seldom  exceeds  three  feet 
and  a  half  in  length.  His  bite  is  also  poisonous^, 
and  perhaps  more  to  be  dreaded  than  that  of  the^ 
rattle-snake ;  for  he  may  be  found  on  the  banks 
of  every  river  and  brook  in  the  .Upper  Province. 

Small  green  snakes,  the  most  beautiful  of  the 
serpent  kind,  are  very  nutnerous  in  many  parts  oi 
Upper  Canada.  I  have  a  tillage  field,  which  is 
about  40  acres  in  extent,  and  I  am  confident  that 
there  are  8000  of  these  animals  withm  it  at  this 
moment* 

The  rivers  and  lakes  of  Canada  are  supplied 
with  the.  greatest  variety  of  fine  fish^  Salmon 
are  taken  in  large  quantities  as  high  up  the  country 
as  the  Falls  of  Niagara;  but  neither  salmon  noD 
eels  are  found  in  any  of  the  upper  lakes  or  rivprs. 
On  account  of  the  remoteness  of  Lake  Ontario 
from  the  sea,  the  salmon  which  it  contains  are  of 
an  inferior  quality.  But  the  upper  lakes  and  rivers 
Itbound  with  almost  every  kind  of  fish,  some  of 
which  are  equal  to  any  in  the  world.  Sturgeons 
of  an  immense  size  are  caught  in  great  numbers,  ia 
many  of  the  large  rivers,  and  particularly  in  the 
Thames.'  Fishes  of  this  description  frequently 
weigh  150  lbs,  and  measure  seven  feet  in  length* 
In  the  Sjpring  of  the  year,  they,  like  every  other 
fish  in  America  except  the  Salmon^  eome  up  the 
rivers  from  the  large  lakes,  to  deposit  their  spawn; 
They  return  in  about  three  weeks,  and  leave  the 
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nven  almost  entirely'  destilale  bf  fish  for  thier 
remainder  of  thd  year*  A  feisr-trbiltB  only  rdnlain;: 
and  even  these  retire  to  the  small  brooks  and  riyn*; 
lets,  whose,  waters  seem  nfore  oobgenial  to  theiri 
tastes  or  habits.*  -  -  ^  -  -       ^ 

,  The  Sturgeons  are  killed  with  a  gaff/  or  »^^r; 
as  they  swim  slowly  up  the  currents.  As:  soon  as; 
^ey  are  stricken,  they  whirl  themselves  round,  and 
dart,  with  astonishing  swiftness^  down  the  stream^ 
carrying  the  spear  or  gaff  along  with  them, 
until,  becoming  exhausted  through  loss  of  bloodjr 
they  lure  easily  dragged  On  shore.  —In  the  Bpringr 
of  1821,  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  mine^f  wasone^ 
day  fishing  on  the  Canadian  Thames,  accompanied 
by  his  son,  a  young  man  about  twenty-two  years 
ef  age.  '  Observing  an  uncommonly  large  Sturgeon 
sailing  up  the  river,  the  son  immediately  pierced 
it  iB^ith  his  spear,  and,  retaining  a  firm  hold  of  hii 
weapon,  was  dragged  into  the  water.  For  some 
time  he  floated  on  the  stream,  behind  theSturgeoit, 
Vy  the  aid  of  his  instrument ;  but,  at  length  beppm^r 
ing  wefitj  of  this  disagreeable  mode  of  proceedings 
like  another  Aristilto,  he  gbt  astride  of  the  .fish, 
and  converting  his  spear  into  a  bridle^^refn/  rede 
hkn  for  nearly  a  mile  down  the  river,  which  is  in 
that  part  broad,  deep,  irre^gular,  and  rapid ;  when 
the  Unfortunate  aiiimal,  unable  to  exert  himself  on 
account  of  the  loss  of  blood,  yielded  up  hk  life  to 
the  prowess  of  his  ri^der.  The  equestrian  exploits 
<if  John  Gilpin  have  been  amply  immortalized  in 

t  Major  Schofield^  of  London,  Upper  Canada. 
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tile  iv«ll-kiiown  bailad  which  bears  his  name.  Tfaay- 
furnished  materials  every  way  worthy  of  the  face- 
tious pen  <A  its  elegant  author^  birt  I  tlunk  an 
equally  insi^tictive  and  amtimng  poem  might  be 
written  on  the  adventure  I  hare  jttiit  related*  I 
have  hei^rd  of  a  pitir  of  mice  drawing  a  chariot, 
imd  of  h  venerable  rai  becoming  a  Jehu ;  but,  I' 
believe,  with  the  exception  of  Aristus^s  Dolphin^ 
there  is  no  instance  upon  record  of  any  of  the 
finny  tribe  itdministering  to  the  comfort  of  either 
men  or  fairies,  in  any  otiier  way,  than  that  by 
which  the  strict  and  conscientious  obserlrers  of  Lent 
are  preserved  trom  starving,  through  the  oppor* 
tune  relief  which  they  derive  from  the  nice  dif- 
ference existing  between  fish  and  flesh. 

The  Mi7ftitiNVN€Ffi  is  a  very  excellent  fish,  from 
three  to  four  feet  long.  Both  in  its  appearance, 
and  in  the  quality  of  its  flesh;  it  has  a  striking 
resemblance  to  the  Pike. 

(Next  in  size  to  the  Muskinunge  is  the  '8iiA»« 
FTCH,  wklioh  is  found  in  the  8t.  Likwrence,  and  in 
those  rivers  which  empty  themseltres  into  H*  It  ie 
a  very  coarse,  soft  fish ;  and,  from  the  qii«iirti<4ee 
m  which  it  is  taken,  iKfibi»ds  the  Freneh  OttMdisM 
H  gireilt  supply  of  food,  during  Ibe  Wffy  part  el 
Summer.  In  New  York,  tiie  Shad  is  estcMaeda 
fishi  'of  ^rst^rate  quality;  but  in  Montreid,  it  is 
eaten  only  by  the  lower  orders  of  the  people* 

CAT-Ffan,  Pike,  Pickereit,  Mullet,  and  Do€i« 
FISH,  with  the  SnoKSR  and  the  Black  md  Wm-tt 
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Bas8^  abound  in  all  tbe  rivers  and  lakes.  Fresh* 
water  Hbr rings  are  taken  in  great  quantities  on 
the  shores  of  Lalce  Ontario ;  but  they  are  much 
inferior  to  those  which  are  found  in  salt-water^ 
although  equally  esteemed  by  the  Canadians. 

Trout  are  iNMurce  and  very  small :  But  they  are 
in  appeamnce  uncommonly  beautiful^  fat  surpass^ 
ing  those  of  England  in  the  variety  and  brilliancy 
of  their  colours. 

At  the  Western  extremity  of  Lake  Erie,  great 
quantities  'of  White-fish  are  annually  taken. 
They  are  somewhat  larger  than  a  mackerel,  and 
are  esteemed  the  most  delicious  fish  in  the  coun- 
try. They  are  also  found  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Niagara  river,  and,  I  believe,  in  one  or  two  places 
along  the  North-western  shore  of  Ontario. 

The  SwoRD-*FisH  is  found  in  many  of  the  Lakes 
and  in  the  River  St.  Lawrence. 

Eels,  which  are  said  to  be  of  an  excellent  qua^- 
lity,  are  taken  in  great  numbers,  in  Lake  Ontario, 
and  the  rivers  Niagara  and  St.  Lawrence. 

Fishes  of  every  description  in  Canada,  are  either 
speared,  or  taken  with  nets.  There  19  no  such  thing 
as  angling  in  the  country:  The  musquitoes  and 
sand-flies  render  it  impossible  for  any  but  an  Indian 
to  continue  for  a  single  hour  on  the  banks  of  either 
lake  or  river.  These  insects,  as-  you  have  already 
heard,  are  troublesome  enough  in  the  woods ;  but 
it  is  impossible  to  endure  the  severity  of  their 
attacks  in  the  vicinity  of  water,  where  they  seem 
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to  mcirecuie  both  in  stren^h  aud  malignity^/atid 
where^ 


-'tis  nought 


'■  But  restless  hurry  through  the  busy  air 

Beat  by  uimuinbere^  wings. 

e  ■ 

Emigrants  need  not,  therefore,  be  solicitous  abpat 
bringing  to  Canada  a  very  extensive  assortment  of 
fishing  apparatus :  Rods,  wheels,  lines,  hooks,  and 
flies,  (leaving  out  the  horse-flies  and  others  of  their 
race,)  may  be  purchased  here  from  disappointed 
anglers  for  at  least  75  per  cent  under  prime  cost. 
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LETTER  XV!. 

•        '     .  '-         ■  -.    - 

TftSM-rotrKD  III  THir  CAKADAS  —  tfAItD  AND   SOFT   MAl*Lir-i.ftBl>^ 

WHITB/    AND   BLUB  BBliSCH  —  BLACK/    B:BI>>    AND  WHITE    OAR -^ 

HIACK    AND  WHITB  ASH  ^-^  HBD.  ikND  VhITB  KtM -^  1X01^11^009 

AND  BIRCH -p- BASS*  WOOD— BLACiL  AND 'WHITE  WALNUT— ^CH£&- 

NUT  AND   HICCORY BUTTON-WOOD  — WHITE- WOOD  *7t« BALM   OF 

OILEAD   AND   POPLAR — RED   AND  WHITE    PINE^  HEMLOCK,  LAllCH^ 

AND  CBDAlt— WEEPtNCr  WILLOW-^LOMBA'RDY  POPLAR  AND   ASPEN 

•   •^'^kSVLM,  ^  PtAJk» .  FUJMBy  CHBMlV,  AND  «BACI|  7RESS. 


The  Canadian  Forests  at)oun(i  with  almost  every 
kind  of  tr^e  that  flourishes  in  other  par ta  of  th^ 
American  Continent :  Hard  and  soft  Maple ;  redy 
white,  and  blue  Beech;  black,  red,  and  white 
Oak ;  black  and  white  Ash  ;  red'  and  whiter  Elm  • 
Iron- wood,  and  Birch;  are  found  in  every  town- 
ship.—Bass-wood,  black  and  white  Walnut,  Ches* 
nut,  and  Hiceory,  are  produced  in  many  places, 
tut  particularly  in  the  Western  Districts. — Button^- 
wood,  White-wood,  Balm  of  Gilead,  and  Poplar; 
with  red  and  white  Pine,  Hemlock,  Larch,  and 
Cedar,  are  interspersed  over  almost  eVery  part  of 
both  Upper  and  Lower  Cancula. — The  fruit  tree»  . 
ate  Hie  Apple,  P'ear,  Plumb,  Cherry,  and  Peach:^ 

The  Su^Att  MAPXB-titGE, — Acer  Saccharihumy— 
is  the  most  ureful  and  valuable  production  of  thd 

Vol.  I.  T 
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American  forests.  Mr.  Parkinsoii^  however,  in 
his  Toiwr  in  Afnerica,  speaks  very  unfavourably  of 
it :  He  sayp^  it  appeared  to  him^  *^  that  if  a  man 
had  no  sugar  but  what  he  could  make  from  this 
tree^  and  knew  no  more  aboutniaking  it,  than  he 
[Mr.  Parkinson]  did,  his  wife  would  often  be  com- 
pelled to  take  hejr  tea  without  any  sweetening^y 
The  same  gentlf^man  professes  jiimaelf  tq  be  of 
opinion,  tfaat^  ^  before  a  man  ooold  acquire  mffi« 
cient  knowledge  to  enable  him  to  manu&cture 
sugar  from  the  Maple-tree,  he  should  serve  an 
apprenticeship  to  a  sagar-refiiier  and  baker."  But 
I  strongly  suspect,  with  all  due  deference  to  Mr. 
P.'s  agricultural  knowledge,  that  he  either  knew 
nothing  about  the  Maple- tree,  cUthaughhehddTWO 
of  them  growing  on  his  farmy  or  that  he  wilfully 
misrepresented  its  very  valuable  properties.  It  is 
iny  opinion,  and  I  believe  the  opinion  of  all  men 
whoare  acquainted  with  it,  that  the  Maple-tree 
is  one  of  the  most  important  productions  of  the 
American  Continents  An  active  and  industrious 
firmer,  with  the  assistance  of  his  wife  aloiie,  if 
provided  with  ^i^itable  boilers,  nnght  anxmaUy 
make  about  700  lbs  of  sugar,  not  inferior  in  quality 
to  any  that  is  manufactured  in  the  West  India 
Islands.  When  it  is  cpnsidered^  that  no  more  tluui 
^een  or  sixteen  days  are  actually  spent  in  the  manu- 
facture of  this  quantity,  it  must  appear  x>bvious  to 
every  unprejudiced  person^  that  the  sugarnnqple  tf 
pf  undeniable  value  to  the  American  agricuUuriisb 
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if  %h^9 .  wwe>  m.  nmuifsetory  of  (this:  imiRr%  m  Cai- 
nada^  sugar,  could. not  br  purchased^  in  the  remote 
tawnsfalpB.of  the  Uppec  Provdaoe,  for  leai  thaa  one 
dulling  and  .8i;ipenGe.  per  pound ;  whereas^  in  the 
pr^aeat  state  of  things^  it  can  be:  haSd  in  sufficient 
quantities  for  one*fifUi  part  of  that  sum.    At  thhi 
iiitte»  70a  lliw*  of  ragai:  are  wbrth  £11  139.  4d^, 
/which,  though  at  the  rate  of  ^nfy  four  pence  a 
|)Qund/affi)rds  an  anple  compensation  to  the  farmier 
for  little  more  than  half  a  month'*  labour,  at  a  sea<- 
son  of  the  year  when  he  ^eould  not  otherwise  pi'Or 
fitably  emiploy  himself.  Sd  large  a  quantity  as  this, 
it  is  trueiy  isinotalwayt  made  by  one  family :  The 
£Eudt)»  however,  in  this  case  is  not  ih  the  tree,  but 
ia  the  people, : .  The  inhabitants  of  aay  other  coum- 
try  ap«n  earth,,with  equal  opportunities  and  £eteil»- 
ties,  woitld  make  double,  if  not  treble,  the  quantity 
of  migar  which  those  of  America  content  themselves 
with  manufacturing.   I  know  two  oir  three  families 
in  the  London  District,  who  are  in  the  constant 
intbit  of  realizing  the  annual  produce  of  1,000  Ibs^ 
and  sometimes  1,600  lbs.  Indeed,  the  labour  which 
is  requisite  for  the  manufacture  of  2,000  Ibtf.  is  Verf 
little  more  than  is  necessary  to  make  a  single  hun^ 
.dhred;  As  for  the  necessity  of  ^^  serving  an  appren<- 
ticeship  to  a  sugar-refiner  and  baker,"   for  the 
acqnbition  of  sufficient  knowledge  to  boil  maples- 
sap,  it  must  be  .viewed  in  the  light  of  senseless 
deolaination.    Maple--sugar  might  be  manufactured 
^by  tbd  rudbrt  mountaineer  in  your  .country^  as  wall 
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in  the  first  season  after  his  arrival  here^  as  by  tli9 
inost  eminent  sugar-refiner  in  Jamaica. 

The  manufacture  of  this  sugar  is  generally  com^ 
menced  early  in  the  month  of  Aprils  when  the  sap 
of  the  tree  is  first  put  into  motion  at  the  return  of 
Springs  and  when  no  other  agricultural  operation 
can  be  carried  on  to  good  purpose  by  the  farmery 
on  account  of  the  unpleasant  weather  which  occurs 
at  that  period.    A  part  of  the  estate  is  selected 
which  contains  the  largest  quantity  of  flourishing 
Maple*trees  nearly  contiguous  to  each  other  ;  and 
a  temporary  hut  is  erected  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  operators,  not  more  than  two  or  three  being 
required  for  the  management  of  a  hundred  trees, 
from  erery  one  of  which  the  sap  is  oozing  out  at 
the  same  time.    In  rainy  weather^  the  trees  yield 
their  valuable  juice  rather  tardily ;  and,  during  the 
whole  month  which  is  sometimes  devoted  to  this 
employment,  it  often  happens  that  only  eight  or 
nine  days  are  propitious  to  this  part  of  the  settler^s 
labours.    The  best  weather  for  the  purpose  is  tli^t 
in  which  the  night  is  frosty,  and  the  day  cheered 
l^y  the  rays  of  a  warm  sun.     If  the  process  of  boil- 
ing were  not  continued  both  day  and  night,  jthe 
.  liap  would'  accumulate  too  rapidly  in  the  reservoir^ 
and  soon   evince   symptoms  of  vinous   ferment- 
ation, which  would  change  its  quality  and  render 
it  useless  for  the  manufacture  of  sugar. 

The  first  thing  necessary  for  commencing  the 
maiiU&cture   of  this  article,   is    a    metal  boiler^ 
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whicli  costs  in  Upper  Canada  about  £2  iO«.  Bter-* 
ling.  This  holds  nearly  thirty  gallons,  and^  with 
a  small  cooking-pot,  is  sufficient,  in  a  prosperous^ 
season,  to  boil  down  600  lbs.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  troughs,  eight  reservoirs,  ai&d  fodr  hand- 
backets,  will  be  necessary  for  the  regular  supply 
of  this  boiler*  The  troughs  cost  about  I69.  3<f.  per 
hundred ;  the  reservoirs,  which  are  barrels,  with 
out  heads,  about  4  shillings  each ;  and  the  buckets, 
is.  6d.  each.  These  are  the  only  utensils  whicb 
an  emigrant  will  need  :  The  troughs  may  be  made' 
by  himself,  if  be  has  acquired  any  skill  in  the  use 
of  his  axe  during  the  preceding  winter.  An  expert 
hand  can  make  30  or  35  troughs  in  a  day ;  which, 
though  formed  only  with  the  axe,  will  last  for  many 
years,  if  carefully  placed  under  cover  during  Slim- 
mer. The  trees  are  tapped  either  by  means  of  an 
ihcision  made  by  an  axe,  or  the  perforation  df  an 
anger.  But  the  latter  mode  is  considered  the  less 
injunous  to  the  growth  of  the  treei,  and  is  there- 
fore the  more  approved  plan.  A  small  shoot  abcmt 
nine  inches  long  is  made  the  conductor  of  the  Siip,' 
from  each  incision  to  its  respective  trough ;  front 
which,  when  nearly  fiiU,  it  is  conveyed  in  buckets 
to  the  reservoirs,  and  there  aHo^^d  to  subside.' 
When  the  grosser  particles  of  4he  sediment  h^ve 
been  left  to  sink  to  the  bottom,  the  sap  is  drawn 
off  into  the  boilers,  and  reduced  to  molasses  by 
the  simple  process  of  evaporation.  The  liquid  In 
this  purer  state  is  then  drawn  from  the  boilers  and 
placed  in  the  reservoirs,  or  coolers^  until  it  becomesi 

t3 
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nearly, cold  ;  when  it  U  strained  through  a  woolleila' 
otalb  into  a  smalle]:  boiler,  and,  i^ter  bein^  clarified 
with  ^gg^f  milk^  or  bullock's  bloody  is  boiled  down; 
tb  tbe  consistence  of  sggar,  and  poiired  ifito  nptoulds^ 
of  tb^  particular  shfcpe  wWch  it , is.  intended -tov 
apsiume  q^  a  sort  of  candy;  But^  if  't6  be  tided'  aaf 
8oft:^ti^ry  th0  syrup  in.ita  last  stage' of. puriflcatiD)!^ 
iy  left  in>  9Ug;aiyoiisk/ which  is  perforated,  tb  a!low« 
^0  moi^  parficles)  ixk  theformof  mola^e^to  €iax0i 
trough  the  bpttom. «  Many  'people  nether,  deai^ 
ndr  strain  thie  molaf{iies«  ^hnd  copl^quently  make-, 
vjwry  coarse  wd  dirty  sugar;  b»t  by"  a  strict' 
ajlherence  to  the  simple  directibns  which  I:  H^^f 
gi^eil,  the  most  igndrant  noviee  iu  the  art  intghV 
manufacture  sugar  equfil  to  any  thaet  is  irtiported> 
into  England.  Some  pf  it^^  indeed^^  has  what  is^ 
oalled  ^^  a  smiick/' '  or  peculiar  taste,  derived 
Qften  from  the  kind  of  wood  of  which  the  troQgha' 
^re  m6de>  and  spmietimes:  from'  behig  ireg][eoted^ 
while  in;  the  apt  of  iK^ilijigy  find  sijiffered.  to  l>qr&*; 
StVe^jT  tree^  cm  aft)  i^vexagey  will  from  a  ftingle^ 
Y^ound  yield  about  twenty  gallons  of  sap,  dnd  ai 
porportionate  quantity  {jrom  any  number'  of  iBei<v 
jlipns  not  exceeding  four^ :  Fi v&  gallons  of  sap'cbn--^ 
tain  at  least  one  pound  of  sugar^  "|*  .    : 

-^  Beside  the  saccharine  qualities  of  the  ma{de-tred^ 
it  possesses  many  others,  which  render  it  inereas-( 
edly  valuable.  Number^  of  them  ate  sofine'alixL 
10  beautifully  curled  in.  the    grain>    that^  Whet^ 

f  Dr.  Ow^lit   says,  h^  has  known  a  single  Majple«tree  pro* 
dace  14  lbs.  of  pure  «iigar  hi  a  single  Beanon:         ' 1 
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RED  AKP  WHITB  ELM.  giR| 

worked  into  foirnktire  of  various  s6rts«  the  wood 
has  a  much  more  elegant  appearance  than  maho^ 
gany.  Tf^  Sagnr^'maple  also  aflCbrds  the  l>est  fi^e* 
wood  or  fd^i  ill  Nor  A  America; 

There  itranoth^  kpecl^  called  ^^the  soft  Ma}>le^^ 
--Acer  Rubrum-^,  whiolr  oontaisi  only  it  small  por^ 
tion  of  Mtp -of  an  acidulating  nature. 

The  Whitb  Bbbcii^ — Fc^us  Ferruginea^-^in  sel-t 
doin  cHp  never  oded  for  any  thing  but:  fuel^  and 
pla&6  stocks;  But^  ^^the  Red  Beech-'  is  a  very 
lasting  timber^  tfnd  mbch  esteemed  for  feneingi 
''  Thto  Blue  Beech"  is  a  kind  of  shrub; 
'  The  White  OAK,---^QiMrcM  j^/&^--though  greatly 
inferior  to  that  of  fSnglandy  is  the' most  ftsefal  tiyii^ 
ber  in  the  country  for  general  purposes ;  but  ^^  the 
Black,  the  Yellow^  and  the  Ited  Oaks,"  are  of 
very  little  value.  The  White  species  b  distin^ 
gaiilied  into  Me  iST^g;;^  and  i&e  iSmo^^^ 

Bi«ACK  and  Whitb  Aan^  neither  of  which  beiars 
muck  reeemMance  to 'English  Ash,  ai'e  .used  prin^ 
eipally  for  hoops,  rails,  and  flooring. 

Rbd  and  White  Elm  grow. to  a  most  afltoii]flk4 
ing  size.  The  former  is  generally  found  hoUoW 
and  of  little  value ;  but  the  latter  is  very  durable 
and  in  much  request  lunong  joiners  and  cabinet^ 
makeVs.  There  is  another  species  of  Elm,  cabled 
"the  Water-Elm:''  When  this  is  accidentally 
pierced  by  the  blow  of  an  axe,  an  astonishing  quan- 
tity of  footid  liquor,  of  an  amber  colour,  anda  uosi 
offensive  flavour  exudes  from  the  wound.  Several 
gallons  of  this  fluid  are  often  taken  from  a  cpngle 
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tree^.  the  timber  of:  which  k  of  no  valae  ^hai^ 

ever* 

-  Ikon  WdoDi^  when  wftsoaed^  i»  exceedingly  faw4 

apd  close  grained;  but^  a^  lib  never  grows  imm 

thto  ,40  or  ^0  feet  m  height  and  a  foot  In  diameter, 

little  use  is  made  of  it .  in .  C wada. 

The  common  Bjr€«-tk£«^  —  Betula  AlbOf — if 
often  found  16  feet  in  circumference  and,  ^20,  feet 
in  height ;  buty  like  almost  all  other  trees  in  Ijie 
country ,  it  is  committed  to  the  flames  by  the  set^ 
tiers  when  in  llie  ax^t  of  clearing  the  land.  Th« 
Indians  make  exceUeht  canoes  ^of  the  bark ;  apd 
this,  I  believe^  is  the  only  useful  purpose  tp  wiiich 
any  part  of  the  tree  is  appropriated.  • 

BAgswooo  is  a  very  soft  white  timber,  difficult  t^ 
be  burned,  and  of  little  value  in  Upper  Canada*. 
But  in  Montreal,  it  sells  for  500^  per  cent,  hig^her 
than  the  best. Pine.  It  is  used  for  the  pannela  of 
sLeighsj  calashes,  &c^,  for  which  purpose  it  is  o^n- 
sidered  superior  even  to  mahogany^on  ^ocouni^ 
being  lighter,  closer,  and  more  £nely  grained...  Jt' 
aJso  bends  well,  and.never  splits  while  in  the  S(^t  of 
being  pierced^  .'     .  1 

f  Bi^ACK  and  White  WaIiNut:  grow  only  in  jthe. 
richest  soihu  They  produce  fin  abundaiiti  supply  of; 
very  e:^ceUeht  nuts,  which  are  larger  than  those.pf 
Europe,  and  possess  an  exceedingly  fine  flavour*     ' 

The  White  Walnut  is  called  in  Canada,  ^^  the 
Butter-nut."'  The  bark  of  this  tree  possesses  some 
very,  extr^rdin^ry  medicinal  properties :  If  it  be, 
»trippbdfrom  the.  rpot.  upwards,  and  a^iQiniste^ 
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to  a  patient,  it  will  aperale  its  an.i^iiiyetie;  but  if  it 
be  stripped  from  the  boughs  downwards,  its  medi^ 
cinal  properties  are  chang^,  and  It  becomesi  a 
strong  pulrgative,  *  Observe  how  remarkably  .tha 
fnadu9  £»j9era9J0fo*  f  accords' wHh  the  manner  of  decor* 
^cation  1  This  appears  xnanrellous  enough ;  but  It' 
is  nevertheless  storietly  true.  The  wood,  of  thia 
tree.is  also  used  itf  dymg,--f-ii  purpose  to  which  ib 
seems-  as  weU  edapted  as  log*- wood.  /) 

,  .jDwBSN UT| — Castama  VeMcAf-^mA  HrctoBT,  (oi* 
HscKAaat,)  {iirodace  a  prtfusibn  of  very  fine  nuts. 
The  Jfficoory^njat  adheres  ^closely  to  the  shell,  and 
is  the  best-flavoured  nut  in  America.  It  inuist^ 
llpweyer,;  be^  mther  ihjuiious  ltd  the  health>  as  it 
contains  a  ^eat  iqfuantity  of  tanctuous  matter,  from 
wbioh  a  fin^  oil  may  be: expressed^  I  have  myselj^ 
procured  10. drc^  from  a  single  nut,  the  kerne^ 
of  whi6h  was  not  as  Ihtgi  as  that  of  a  waliiut.         i 

Button- voob,  ocEnsidered  by  some  to  be  a  spe^ 
Gies  of  Sycamore^  gi^ows  to  a  prodigious  size  on; 
the  hmkn  of  brooks  and  rivers.  It  is  a  beautifi^l- 
loofcing'tihiber,.  when  worked  up  into  articles  of 
furniture.  Its  fine  grain  bears  a  striking  resemiHl 
bhitice  to  salnton-coloured  silk  velvet. 

White-wood  grows  principally  in  moist  soils. 
It  is  excellent  timber  for  flooring;  not  so  lasting 
as  Pine,  but  greatly  superior  in  appearance. 

BAiiM;oF  611.EAD  and  Poflar, — Poptdm  Alba,^-^ 
are  seldom  applied  to  purposes  of  ntility  in  America 
I>y  any  except  the  Indians,  who  form  the  woo4 
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iiito  bowini^    didhes,    ladles    and   oiher    domesrti^) 
tttensils.  '  .    ..  ' 

RsD  and  White  rVm^^j-^PinM'  Sihokmi-^fre^ 
qiiintly  attam  tfa«r  aatonidiin^  height  of  250  feet, 
httt  they^^ldoai  exceed  18  feet  in  ciroumferenoe* 
They  toweir  above  every  other  tree  in.  the  ioiest, 
and  exhibit  «  liiosl  magnificent  appearatiee.  Itk 
ohly^  however,  inthfe  Westerq  Districte  -of  Uppe^ 
Canada,  where  -they  grow  to  such*  «n  iiAAiei»# 
height;  Ttui  White.  Pines  are  all  reserved  byJiis 
.Britannic  Majesty  for  the  Me  of  the.  Navy ^  and 
ire  therefore  noti  allowed  to  be  «ttidow]a  by  private 
individuals.-  •  :  .  i  :  \ 
V  The  Fm^Rii  mfoand  princi{>aUy  <»  Uie  pleioi 
^  tipper  Canada,  where.it  seldom  attains  to  a 
greater  height  than  60  or  60  feet*  Id  Whiter^ 
when  the  earth  ie  covered' with  spow,  and  ahnort 
every  other  plant  stripped  of  its  ^foliage^  the  fine 
deep  green  and  conical  top  of  tfais.siii|i;iikurly  beau- 
tifal  tree  is  seen  to  peculifflr  adviantage* 

The  Whit£  Sprocib  grows  to  a  good  sisEe.  i 
hi»ve  seen^  many  of  thett  ninety  feet  high^  The 
Black  Spruce  is  anothep  species. 

HEMLOcKy^Pinm  CanadmsiB, — very'  much  re- 
sembles the  Yew  in  its  fdliage;  but^e  timber  is 
essentially difierent.  TheCanadiaaausethehemloofc 
boughs  as  a  substitute  for  tea;  and  although  it  han 
a  very*  disagreeable  flavour,  they  frequently  drink 
great  quantities  of  it,  without  eith^i*  ereatt  or 
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rIjkBfiB^-—PidusLarutf  or  as  it  b  comtiionly^- 
Qslled^  "  Tamertok/'  grows  only  in  swampd^  and 
is  chiefly  used  in  fenoing. . 

-  Whitr  Ce0ar  is  esteemed  the  most  durable' 
timber  on  the  whole  cbntinentl  The  Canadiani^ 
ha^ea  common  saying,  that  ^^  the  White  Cedai^ 
*^  will  last  for  eVer,  and  witithen  serve  foe  window**^ 
**  sashes-'^'-r^  *^  jRed  GodAr^/  •  is  /fouttd  only  in  som  a 
partioiilafr  parts  of  the  country*    :   I         \' 

AsPEH,^  .Wbbpi/jo  Wimuow^'  said  'Lombardv 
Ko^i^AR^  are  l^ut  rai^ly  seen ;  and  yet  they  are  the» 
only  trees  in  the  country  which  cositribute  in  the^ 
sligbtest  def  ree  tq  its  ortiament»  /  AU  others  fdr- 
niAb ;  «o  better  display  thw  their  bare:  tmftiks,  for 
Marly  100  feet,  from  the  ground.;  and^  ^ten>abovei 
tlttt  height^  we  s^ek  in  vain  for  thick^spreading: 
foliage.  The  .branches  sh^ot  directly  upwards/ 
and  ara  90  jirery  few  and  so  poorly  suj^lied  witb 
iQBaller  'boughs>  that  they  present  a  shorn-  and 
destitute  appeariMriQe,  The  mode  pursued  by^. 
l^iglish  nursery-men  iu  the  management  of  young^^ 
woodctand  plantations^  will;  serve. in  some  degree^ 
to  explain,  the  cause  of  this  nakedness;  In  order 
^;  promote  the.  ^u^ek  shooting  of  such  timber  as  is* 
naturally  of  slow  growth^  thisy  place  the  plants  itv 
the  midst  of  young  trees^  which  are  more  rapid  in 
their  rise  and  increase  :  The  scions  of  both  kinds 
dhoot  up  together,  equally  lofty  and  leafless^  till 
the  more  valuable  trees  have  attained  such  a  gracile 
height  as  atecords  with  the  views  of  the  planter^ 
flmd  aswiH  not  attenuate  them  too  much^  or  prevent 
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their  future  extension  in  bulk  or  girtk '  That  which 
in  England  is  purposely  effected  by  Art^  is  in* 
America  produced  by  Nature's  unassisted  efforts. 
ThSothickly-'pIanted  forest  affords  the  representa^ 
lion  of  a  quick  and  upward  race ;  and  till  a  singie* 
tree-  has  overtopped  all  its  surrounding  competitorsf 
it  has  ho  room  for  the  free  circulation  of  air^  and 
consequently  none  for  protruding  its  branches  and 
foliage.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  'principal  reason 
why  the  immense  trees  in  the  woods  of  America 
display  neither  branches  nor  leaves,  except  at  a 
lowering  elevation. 

•  When  I  first  visited  this  country,  I  was  much 
surprised  to  find  all  the  farm-houses  situated  in  the 
midst  of  bleak  fields,  unshaded  by  a  single  tree  or 
sbrub  of  any  description.  *  I  then  imputed  it  to 
want  of  taste  in  the  inhabitants;  but  I  soon  dis- 
covered this  naked  appearance  to  be  in  a  great 
measure  unavoidable.  Allowing  the  possibility  of 
selecting  a  few  ornamental  trees  from  the  forest 
before  it  is  first  cleared  by  the  settlers,  it  would  not 
be  found  practicable  to  preserve  them  without 
endangering  the  lives  of  those  whom  they  were 
designed  to  over-shadow ;  for  here,  as  well  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

The  umbrageous  oak«  in  pomp  outspread. 
Full  oft  when  storms  the  welkin  rend^ 

Destructive  falls  upon  the  head 
It  promised  to  defend. 

In  America,  the  roots  of  all  trees  run  almost 
horizontally  along  the  surface  of  the  earth  and 
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▼ery-  close  to  it;  they  consequently  have  little 
hold^  or  depth  of  root,  in  the  untrodden  soil  by 
which  they  are  supported.  A  tree,  therefore> 
which  is  spared  from  the  woodman's  axe>  while 
those  by  which  it  was  formerly  surrounded  and 
compacted  are  cut  down,  has  no  reason  to  con^a* 
tulate  itself  on  the  prolongatipn  of  its  existence,  or 
its  escape  from  destruction;  for  the  stormy  wind  no 
sooner  ^^  passeth  over  it,  than  it  is  gone ;"  it  cannot 
"  with  Boreal  rigours  strive,*'  except  in  the  midst  of 
the  impervious  phalanx  which  once  were  its  firm 
supporters^  and,  standing  by  itself,  is  speedily 
torn  up  by  the  roots.  This  is  the  main  cause  why 
American  farms  are  not  ornamented  with  trees; 
to  this  circumstance,  their  total  absence  from  almost 
every  farm  in  the  country  may  be  fairly  traced', 
and  not,^  as  has  been  frequently  supposed,  t9 
any  aversion  which  the  farmers  have  to  such 
embellishments. 

It  may,  however,  be  inquired,  "Why  then  do  they 
^^  not  plant  young  trees,  which  would  doubtless  b^ 
^'  proof  against  the  wind  as  well  as  in  Europe  ?'' 
This  apparent  neglect  may  be  easily  accounted  for ; 
by  observing,  that  one  of  the  principal  occupations 
in  which  a  Canadian  farmer  engages,  is,  that  of 
felling  the  timber  on  his  land,  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
care  the  necessaries  of  life  for  himself  and  his 
family.  The  timber  is  found  to  be  of  little  or  no 
value,  and  he  is  therefore  compelled  to  destroy  it 
by  fire,  but  |ioiQe times  derives  a  small  profit  from 
the  aab^?  yfhi^k  F.WV»  ^fter  l^h^  skilful  opnfl^- 
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gration.^  :  By  focmiitg  flmMkioDA  of ;  tree^  on-  the 
land  which  he  had  already  cleared,  br  on  iiny  part 
of  it^  the  farmer^  so  fa^  as  he  did  this^  woald  only 
defeat  his  original  purpose^  and  would  be  prosecuting 
a  labour  from  which  neither  himself  nor  his  poster 
fity  could  derive  a&y  benefit.  Centuries  have,  ia 
my  opinion,  yet  to  elapse,  before  timber  in  Canada 
<will  repay  the  labour  of  planting  and  icultivation, 
br  compensate  the  owner  for  the  quantity  of  ground 

t  Some  skill  is  required  in  the  mode  of  combustion,  in  order 
to  render  the  ashes  of  the  burnt  wood  the  more  profitable,  tngtan- 
ces  are  net  wanting,  in  which  Ae  bixrhing  of  the  heavy  timter 
OB  a  well- wooded  estate  has  produced  a  sufltdient  qiMi»t|^  4f 
eshes  to  defray  the  expences  of  clearing,  the  laml.  Good  ashes 
are  generally  purchased,  by  the  manufacturers  of  the  article,  at 
aeven-penoe  per  busheL 

' '  The  method  of  converting  the  ashes  into  Alkali  is  this :  Sevend 
vessels,  called ''  feeches,**  open  at  the  top  and  with  a  few  siimII  mpe^ 
tdxes  at  die  bottom,  are  lixed  on  en  elevated  platfornb  Under  eai^ 
leech  is  placed  a  large  board  or  plank, in  a  slopiog  position;  on^ 
end  of  it  communicates  with  the  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the  leedi, 
9ad  the  other,  after  having  served  as  a  conduit  or  gutter  for 
the  ley,  terminates  in  a  large  wooden  trough,  which  stands  on  tJie 
ground  as  a  common  receptacle  for  all  the  leedlies.  The  ley  Is  mad^ 
by  pouring  water  upon  the  dry  aah^s  with  whidh  the  lecphes  ai^ 
filled :  This  profuse  application  of  water  is  repeated  as  ofte^  as 
•occasion  requires,  till  the  Alkali  in  the  ashes  is  completely  dis- 
eolved,  when  the  leeches  are  replenished  with  a  fresh  quantity. 
The  ley  contained  in  the  large  trough  is  afterwards  boiled  down 
in  capadous  iron  pans,  till  h  is  quite  destitute  of  mEoistuee.  When 
dried,  it  is  of  a  dark  ooloar,  and  on  this  account  oalled  "*' Blade 
Salts."  A  high  degree  of  heat  is  then  applied  to  these  sdts :  After 
being  kept  some  time  in  a  state  of  fusion,  they  are  freed  from  all 
remaining  impurities;  and,  when  left  to  cool,  become  perfectly 
white,<^in  which  atate  they  are  a  maiketable  conunodity. 
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which   it   would :  oteapy  <m  bii   Hewly-ielrared 
«tate»  ^  .;-.•.. 

Beaidw,  an  American  ffirpiery  jQ$qp)f»oiaUy^oii  fregh 
land,  has  really  no  time:  t9  sp^nd  iniiQpr<:iv>ing  the 
aceiiery  of  his  estate.  '  We  judge  q{  soenery  by 
different  nilesi  Thtf  EJinglislunan  adnpres  the 
undulating  hill  and  dctle^  and  cannot  be  overt 
stocked  with  wood  and  water :  Barrenness  and 
fertility^  vigour  and  decay^ ;  with  all  their  intermer 
diate  varieties^  must  crowd  into  the  doupd'aeil  of  9l 
picture  that  would  please  him*  On  the  other  hand^ 
sn  inhabitant  of  Canada  has  generally  muish  more 
wood  a^d  water  than  h6  desires^  and  would  gladly 
aeoommodate  his  Trans^atllantio  brethren  with  it 
goodly  portion  of  either :  The  landscape  which  he^ 
lores,  to  contemplate  may  partake,  of  vigour  and 
fertility  as  largely  as  it  pieces,  but  with  no  inters 
mixture  of  barrenness  and  decay ;  for  he.  is  not  by 
aay  means  wishful  of  producing  an  effect  by  con^ 
trust*  Nothing  is  more  admirable  in  his  eyes,  than 
the  plain  and  substantial  appearance  of  corn-fields^ 
pastures,  and  meadows,  interspersed  and  divide^ 
l^^  the  leafless  fence,  with  here  and  there  a  Mapler 
tree  or  pther  useful  plant,  like  honest  men,  or 
telegraphic  stations,  jiut  within  sight  of  eachothen 
Hpwever  classical  the  taste  of  a  Canadian  farmer 
my  naturally  be, — and  wany  of  them  are,  alive  t^ 
all  the  beauties  of  nature,— the  circumstances  in 
which  he  is  placed  prevent  him  from  indulging 
that  taste  so  Cbut  only  as  its  gratification  seems  comr 
patible  with  utility  and  profit.— The  clearing  and 
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i»Qt  o^ly  diffiouH  tl>:)ie»  j^r^oared^*  bittrore  rtibnoM^ 
raii^  with  wagc^  flHO'mf^ioh  pradoB^eiBllrMgii^M.- 
too  oftea  ,with  atf  ^bip^lf  pockety  *^  Ike 'Tiivfaosv: 
ramaina satisfied  wit4i'^i)^  a«iifrtiBtnGe.desit)iM;^f4MDv 
ike  imemberji.Qf  kia  Qwn  family^ — wsisthinid^^fayvttfa^) 
f;req,iijea,t  ineffimeooy  of  *  whick  his  liS^^lbteeonflBfonB. 
(^i^mjoed  levies  >  of  toU  as^d  &Ugte.    A  maovtivte. 
can  sit  down  every  day  to  «i  leg  of  Inatt0tt#|fijl-4iii0^« 
m^j,  wi^kout  a  frill  t0  kisikirt  or  b.;ifeWfllfe  ^i^Shr 
t.o  ;kis  coat,  will  iwit  n^adily  reliiM)ui«k  titetrrjib* 
BtaAtial  fare,  fo?  tka  sake  of  Mt  4iMte|tt<  oIAMis^ 
fafioiful  a  decoration  of  kis  permn.   lio  w»sd|llp'Q^ 
fors^  4Solid  internal  sugtenanoe  to  ext^moiiil^/^MMH- 
li^kment;    apd,  ti^^  lil$Le    niaaiHMr,   like  jftifCj 
k|if1|andlQan  wouldkkrdly  ke^pefansdedzto, 
witk  pork  and -ptinipki0  pievmwHy  to^affofAtlifi 
j^^ng  stranger  occasdon  for  appfaxidtttg  titetltivik:^ 
sieved  ^nd  tasteful  a«peet-of  kia^sfiate.         .^  /'-.  -/^- . 
Of  tke.tr^es  which  I'kave  ei»uln&rate«it  tiietBne^.: 
ihri  Ql^  and  Wkite^Oak,  Bntton-woodr  MwRltlf^ 
Bladk  WaJlnal^  attain  to;  the  great^t . jsixe,  nakft 
exkik!tz4k6  mopst-fdrjiiidakki.  appearance'..  .  ikftn^t 
of  .tk^n}  ore  'Oi^.iiwfra^MiMi^  fwikl  to  iHmri^  • 
thirtjr  Ml  toiica)r<^infoi^Mb^l^iilHi««W«v«|iti^ 
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Btttit  te^llBOil  impoMiblo  tor  aMMrtam  th«r  ftfe[ 
wilh  egudtitfide ;  for  they  are  generally  boUow.  or 
daoayadl  at  htert.  I  onoe  ooimted  tbe  .giowiii  of; 
aa  Ash<ftrae^  by  ibe*  oioftl  mMtoA  of  tbd  nambelr  o£ 
oiaalea  wbiobtfaayesEly  riaeoftbe  sap  hadfornmlp 
anditboiigli  it ixoui:  only  tbrae  feet  in  diatneter^  I: 
fonnd  that  it  had  braved  tbeatortaiur  of  3X2  winteiv.:. 
Vtam-  this  eiroomstanoe^  I  think  it  probable^,  that 
kem'of'i  ten  feet  diameter  m\urt  have  botved  their 
headsi  in' obeunoce  to  the  Ruling  Potvrer  for  at» 
laaat^  lylOO  yeani J  Tlubi^  though  8o«rcely  credible: 
tor  Aort^Uved  mortals^  h  certraily  the  foot ;  for; 
apoBT  inspecting  the  annual  gFO  wth  of  some  of  tfaejie? 
eawmoiui  treeiy  I  have  obiserved  that  it  did  noi 
esoeed  that  of  the  smfdl  ones. 

The  only  hedge-edirubs'  which  I  have  ever  aeecr 
tofCmkdky  are:  a  kind  of  Hawthorn  of  a  coarser 
growth  and  Jargeleaf^  and-  several  species  of  Bri Ana 
and  Doo-BosBfl.  Holly^  Box,  Laburnum,  Lo- 
BBtTfif A,  Lilac,  and  many  other  beautiful  shrubs, 
wlneh  i^ease  the  eye  and  so^t  the  air  of  other 
comirieB,  are  vainly  looked  for  in  Canada :  Ivy 
and  LavbbEi  are  likewise  strangers  to  this  country. 

A  Arab  resenrbimg '  the  Honby  Suckle,  bu^ 
entirely  different  from  that  of  England,  is  found 
in  various  partir  of  Upjtor  Canada;  but,  when  in 
foB  flower^  it  emits  very  Irttfe  of  t}mi  odour  for 
wUeh  it  is  distinguished  in  wlj  native  country. 
I)r.  I>wigM  says)  Ibe  same  shrnb  is  found  m  New 
Ett||land,  ^  and  is  still  more  beautiful,  and  mor^ 
gntfafid  Ifef  the  stteU,  than  that  of  Great  Britain/^ 

Y«L.  I.  U 
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Unt,  a^fbrtutiMely  (br  'the*  amiabfo*  Diyetor;,'  inr 
testimony  oh  this  point  ii  of  tittle^  impovtauee^  iito- 
llaving  never  'seen  a  'BrUUh  WoodUmy.  e!3Daepft' itt 
tlieiiedge  of  some  l&ikdMape^pftdtttiikf',  vhcM^idbv^^ 
ever  fidthftilfy  its  ty^fw^^mwi  nttght  have:  bmn 
represented^  iU  6daUp  kiould  net  oh  em^iui  be. 
either  retained  oir  tfittMiiiited.  .    v* 

Dr.  Bowison;  ift  ld«  Sk^ches  of  Upper  Chmuby 
says,  ^' The  peasantry  oiHiKee  the  titmost  indiffisr-* 
ence  ahoat  every 'thing  that  is  not  ■  alnoIiitel]|r 
necessary  to  sapport  eldsoenoe.  They  ridee  whattt, 
Indian  com,  and  poteitoee  enough  to  plaoeithem-; 
selves  beyond  the  reach  of  want;  btft  rarefy>cPii«c 
deavour  to  increase  their  comfbrie  ty  makiog 
gardens;  or  adorning  the  sites  of  their  rud^  ikoAwm 
with  those  rural  {mprovemente  which  sb'Oftwi 
grace  the  cottages  of  the  British  peasantry^  -Affihcftag. 
*the  humble  dwellings  of  Upper  OanadA       -   >  'i'('» 


No  roses  wrealhinjD^^   .         *    , 
Or  woodbines  breathing. 
Around- the  Ifttttce  their  tendrils  itpt€ad. 


Nor  does  the  bee^  in  tha  i^illness  of  the  Satnmw^^a 
df^9  hum  lunong  the  hoDaynnuckles,  and«  weighitag 
down  the  :flowem9  xofa  them  oC  tfaejr  bisiMahu^ 
treasure  for  the  benefit  of  him  who  reared  fmd 
watered  the  parent  plants"  Ha  then»idd^  tfaaffiol^ 
lowing  remark:  ^^  Tbefl^veof  rolral eoongmyisBBid 
improveDient  among  ilw  hlmn  classes^  is  » iaolttj^j^ 
sure  indication  that  they  have  virtttons  dispomlpoQiu'^ 
T>e  Pocter  appws  lio  Mve  ^nfi^jffxM  WfiJ^fM^- 
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**j-'^»B!iV.'  wyai'bt,  r'Mr>feH..  di^H)oil^tp4J  ,^^^9# 
even  in  ihe  oldest  ^||$M»|M«i  L  *^.  ?T/9f y  tl^jftgf 
ill  i^.jrt^te  jof  ^iwU  ViCi  v¥:Adja«fMs  ap4.  torfcwpH;^^ 

pbiMy  fire  ,^:s)p0trieiMd^f[,-ii|  49xu#  .4^greej  .by  evi^*/ 
{Mirtoh  >ff bf»  viiits  tb€^T€)9iti|try«  ,  I  <?^i»P  .tg  tipper 
€iHildi|:  9|it|i  tK?  a^ryCHii^  .  |)(re|;ta9se|i^oqi9  j^,^  ^ 

midM  tJwi  Qftrdeii,.Mf  Jgid^ii,  fu^ i»»  inhah^jp^l. ))^,^^ 
»fiw  J  Iflii4ff4  oe  ite,wQoi^4 :»bQy^^^  «^94  ^t^R^pfft 

ita>«tfia<>Wte^W«  %psMx  I  fPttnd  the  x)r|gi|j^^  ^  fa 
have  very  li^/U^^egr^pipent-with  jii?  pipl^ir?^ 
my  fancy,  had  drawn^or  the  pens  of  my  iriformants 
had  sketched*  Nature  has  unquestionably  donip 
nmcli  for  tb^  cprtp^ry-  The  ^pil  is  very  luxuriant 
nearly  in  all  places;  and  the  trees  every  wher^ 
Mntfih'  l>9t'  ihebt  boufhs  mojesticaJly :  towwdn  thp 
Jiio^tr    B^t  delightftd  ceOta^geSy  ^^Q^ki^ 

lay&rtt  arrlvpi  weifeBll  either  enshrouded  in  .the 
bipettetoahle  shadea  of  theint^ivnuuLblid  woodjs,  ^  op 
hMlwnigrated^lika  myeelfy  in  qv^eskof  qnQretifidul* 
I^^Mdw  and  Imtttfr  iorion^ :  >  Eor:  na .  %r^Q^  of 
theittieoqld  be  ofasevv^dEf^f';  » 

u2 
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Oxchards,  which  m  theo^d  fiettlemenbf  me\reiry 
numerous^  are  the  only  plantatfons  of  which  the 
country  can  boast;  and  even  they  are  little  in* 
debt^d  to  the  cultivator'^  toil,  although  the  applbs 
^hfcti  they  produce^  are  not  inferior  ^o  any  in  the 
world.  Those  of  the  We^ife^n  Diafricta  m  particular 
are  of  a  most  excellent  description  and  fine  flavour* 
The  elder  is  remarkably  gpod,  notwithstanding  it 
k  always  drunk  fresh»  It  is  generally  used  in  the 
Winter^  and  seldom  or  never  allowed  to  attain  t^ 
age  of  six  months.  It  sells  for  about  ten  i^iUing^ 
per  barrel  of  thirty-two.  gallons,  and  is  retailed;  ]^y 
tibe  tavern-keepers  at  seven  pence  halfpeanjr  per 
quart,  leaving  them  the  astonishing  profit  of  seyen 
litthdred  per  cent.  Apples  are  generally  aoldr^br 
ofte  sUlling  and  threepence  per  bushel,  of  sixty  Ibs.^ 
lu  order  to  preserve  them  through  the  W^P^^t 
they  are  peeled  and  cut  into  slice3^;  a  piece  pt^  |b^f 
twine  id  then  passed  .through  the  centre,,  of  ,^J^ 
slice,  until  the  whole  length  of  the  striqg  i^  gf^r 
piedy  when  both  the  end^.are  u^njt^  j.^h^^y^re 
afterwards  bang  up  near  the  fire  until  they  be|ci9i^ 
perfectly  dry,  when  they  are  barrelled  and  c^c(^4 
iLp  ttntil  wanteds  This  is  isaid  to  be  the  pjc^ly 
method  of  preserving,  th0m.ii>.sQ  cpld  a.  dim^lei 
But  I  am  inclined  to  thipk^  thart  if  ^they  were^cfyre- 
f^y  jitucked  off  the  tiiees^  at  a  properr&fason>:fc^d 
^placed  in -a  yoom  of  i^oderat^  temperature,  :ei^er 
in '  w^eJl-seasoqed  :hay  or  ferps;,  ^hey  might :  he .  ^pre^ 
siwved  entire  through  |be  WjbA^.j    :        ;.  ,r,..„;   r 

PEACRKft   grow    only  iuen1|h^n%»if^,j  NJp^TfS 
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libndSri  and  Western  Districtd.  ^The  fiererrt]^  of 
file  frdsls  in  t!re  Eastern  Districts,  ias  well'  as  iA 
Lower '(yaiiada,  ilekrbys^^  iher  trees  H^hen  they  are 
y6iA^,  and  tfeus  prefelud^^  the  posJiibility  of  culti- 
vating tKis  delicious  fruil  in  those  regions.  '  Tb6 
hit  peaches  ari3  those  which  may  hb  seen  upon  th6 
banks  of  the  river  St 'Clair,  and  tit  thd  WestiEf#a 
exfremity  of  Lake  EHe,  -  'They  iai^e  produced  m 
l^fedi'  profusion  in  these  'places,  ias  well  as  along 
ilie  South-western  shores  bf  Ontarid  and  the  river 
Niagara.  The  price  at  i<rhich  they  are  sold,  is  one 
lUiiiAg  aind  ^  six(»ence  ip6t  bushel  i  and  the  same 
taethdd  is  taken  to  preserve  lhem,as  in  the  cose  of 
kp|)?es.''      •  '   :  - 

Pears  ar6  very  mrely  to  be  met  with.  \  I  cannot 
say  aify  thing  about  their  quality,  because  I  hate 
ticrWiir^ieen  one  since  my  arrival  in  the  country; 
liWtl^'liave  nb  doubt,  that  if  a  proper  kind  were. 
&ilH)ctcrced  into  Upper  C&nada,  it  would  thrive 
exlJ&fedihgly  well.  - 

RfiD  CHEifciiifcs  are  very  plentiful,  and,  though 
itedR^  are  well-flavoured  and  juicy.  Wild  cherries^ 
W>th  black  and  red,  abound  in  the  woods;  butaa 
the^  always  grow  on  the  tops  of  trees  which  are 
often  nine  feet 'in  circumference  and  one  hundred 
attd  tWeilty  ih  height,  they  can  never  be*  obtained 
"^h^utfdnn^  the  tree.  They  are  generally  conn 
sniified  by  the  vast  fiockn  of  pigeons  that  visit  thjn  . 
eotibfiry '  m  -  th6  6utiimer ;  ■  and  it  is  somewhat 
remarkable,  that  thfese  birdik  n«ver  touch^bem  till 
fil^Jl'ti^  pcriWtlyVipe.      -  ' .   *-  ^  :  -   '  < 
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J04  ^tsVUiB^ 

-  ^  t^t>«Mfl-0 ucii A  RDS-  are  >ery  cdniiThbtir  in  ^ tdWeF 
Canada;  and  several  trees  of  thia  kind,  grbW-to 
the  apple-^orchards  6f  ihe  tJppei^  Pr6viif6e*  In 
many  parts  of  the  Loncfdti^nd  Westefit  Bi«tricfei 
find  pej^haps  in  other  jlaces^  plumlb-trees  may^b^r 
found  growing  in  a  wild  state,  and  tearing  aprofhdioni 
of  fruitj  of  a  quality  littleV  if  at  all,  inferior  to  tlibs^ 
which  are  cultiTated  m  gardens. — 'I'he  Qrecna  and- 
Black  PlumbSj  are,  I  Relieve,  entirely  onkno%^  iri 
either  province  of  Canada ;  at  leaslt,  I  have  neveii 
Heeii  them. 

A  kind  of  t!RAB,  called  by  the  inhabitants  ^  Crttb- 
Apple^'*  is  produced  in  great  quantities  in  CppeV 
Canada.  II  is  exceedingly  sour  and  juicy;  but  'w 
mu^h  esteemed^  when  pre^rV^d  ift  the  t^^fty  in 
l^faicn  we  jlreserve  gooseberries.  •  •  ^  '^ 
<  Gooseberries,  which  are  indigenous,  ^hiv^'Afl 
over  the  forests :  The  berry  is  so  thickly  covered 
Irith  long  sharp  thorns,  hard  and  horded,  that  one 
might  as  well  attempt  to  swallow  a  flax«dresser'tf 
heckle,  as  to  eat  one  of  these  gooseberries  in  a  raw 
state.  But  when  they  are  scalded  and  intermixed 
inrith  a  reasonable  pdrtion  of  creatn  and  sugar,  they 
become  exceedmgly  palatable. 

Black  and  Red  Currants  are  also  indigenous, 
but  greatly  superior  to  the  gooseberry ;  if  carefully 
<$tiltrvated,  they  would  prove  excellent  in  theii^ 
Quality. 

^  CnANBi^iRitiEs,  and  BiLl,  Bar,  HtjtKLE  and 
AitKA-^ERRtfis-,  are  very  plentiful,  and  much 
esteemed  by  the  Canadians.   .The   Huokle^'berrie^ 
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rwn^Ue    Bi|l*l>erries^    but    they    are    not    t)ie 

IStbawbjbrbiss^  thQttgh  thfy  grow  wild  in  the 
foiefto^  Are. nearly  as  good  as  your  finest  garden- 
fltmwberries.,  Tliey  are  very  plentiful  in  all  the 
old  settlements;!  <  and  appeat  to  thrive  betted  in 
Goltiyated  lands^  than  19  thoise  thai  are  wooded. 

:,fiL4,CK^-9^RBiES9  whi^h  seem,  to  be  of  a  superior 
qwjity  tQ  the  same  fruit  1^  Europe^  are  highly 
idbbed  by  the  Canadians^*  who  eat  them  with 
eream  and  sugar^  ai  you  do  strawberries. 
'  BjksPBERRiBi^  are  scarce^  md  of  a  very  inferior 
deifcription.  .    ' 

Th^  Grapb^  in  its  natural  state,  is  a  |)roductioB 
qf  the  Canfidian  forest:    The  fruit  is  small  an^^ 
tart/ but  would  doubtless  be  much  improve^  tjly/i 

fir.  r  iv  --•.■•'. 


'-» .1-  r  •  • 
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iSirfl  ov^[  L^v-- /^' ^.■*i'f' .v*«.^  7n,u  fe?i   -^^  .'v'-' a  l-vi   '  «lw  ; 


..>?(; 


V', 


xEt-retl  ivn. 


>^»'»  ifitfHniVMTi  iWfT*rr  .  •""••'•. 


»    « 


ttMYicviTbRAt  9fih/ji€eriis9>^kteL0Hsy  ctrcuMiifiRs,   gourds, 

.  »l»#Mi0HAJffXT9S^iA*hh>mQC)«H&4-RBD   ^KPhEII>   fiStT-^fiOOT,  AITb 

.     IIAIZE  OR  INDIAN  CORN*   HYEj  ^ARhMY    ANQ    OATS  — -  f^OTiO^Egj 
*'  TURNIPS  "aKD   pumpkins— tobacco,   HEMP  AND  FLAX. 

•l^\\i   ;^^.  '.•    '>  (t   ■-•  ^      .  :<      ■  f    • 

Although  the  people  of  Canada  pay  )itti<^Mt#]^ 

1aTB(4piior*icult«i^  jiar«Hit9»  there; Aire,  unmyi^fttiiti 

li^jvegjetabl^s  found  in  their  gardew^^upe^;^ 

1,1^  ^Qst  productions  of  our  expenKiT^ ,  hcx|ibeds 

(.    Mi^LpNH^.the  seeds  of  which  are  ca^elef9ly:#tff!9(red 

,5>y^r  the.^o^nd5  wd  <»o  without  ^fkyattf^- 

tion  to  system  or  neatnesii^  attain  a  d^gr^  «f  ,p0r* 

^,%>tjoxi^;1:)Ot^  as  to  wse  and  flavour^  that  tbefNorth- 

j^jp^£x\iiX%  of  QrJBat  ^Britain  ca]).ney^  acquire  9&»t 

fil\  4be,^rtificial.aid  wh|iQl)  tJ^^y.  obftauu    Ib  I7|»per 

C^jwwla  they  genwally^  weigh  .?Q  lb»»,  aM.  »tibe 

largest  60  lbs.3  affording,  one  of  thp  g|*eate$tJlim^- 

jijMfies^^  withpijt  If b9ur  or.  ^xp^iuee  of^  uny  Jy^ld,  ;^to  a 

'  Pf.9pV^,iyfe9  ftre  UHle  cap«^l)lp ,o£,4idy,apprwi«ti)ig 
the  delicacies  which  their  indi^lge^tt  skief  scajlter 
round  tbfm/vyil«h,tbe  ^osit  pfpfv^.  Ubeialjtg;!.    If 
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the  climate  of  Canada  were'asimfavotirabre  t5  the 
growth  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  b$  that  of  Oreat 
Britain  and  Irelaard,  its  inhabitants  ^oald  live  and 
die  without  ever  partaking  of  eitheir :  For  they 
ere  too  indolent  and  careless  to  piit  forth  thos^ 
exertions  which  wtmH  f^^Hfi^ -be  necessary  to  pro* 
cure  them*  If  Manna  were  showered  down  fronii 
heaven  into  their  mouthSf>/rlH^i^  i»y  they  would 
swallow  it;  but  if  it  £^  apon  the  grouBist^'they 
would  'submit  to  a  degree  of  ;pttTtial  stfuryation 
before  they  would  take  the  trouble  of  collecting  it.  » 

Cucumbers^  Gourds,  Pomegrja];L$vf;e9  w4  Squashes, 
also  attain  the  highest  perfection  of  which  they 
are  capable,  without  any,  the  most  trivial  attention 
or^^xpence-'-^       ■  .■•  i:"v:r,.ra., A ' 

REDPfippen  is  also  produced  in  ffie  bkndliMn 

pktA^i.    When  jripe,  the  pods  are  of  the  dhi^st 

!s6ttrkf' colour;  and  the  pepper-^coms,  if  igtotttid 

with  them,  are  not  at  all  inferior  to  the  bestCTay^iliib. 

''^>**Wi.lhe  root  orwhieli,  though  Very^ 'ihsipid,. 

4#^rds^the''€attadiens  ia^ftvourite  piikle,  iaij^lJb 

't»*tei3«  te great pltoty.   '  -  — ;     '  •*    ** 

•'  ^TRllfrtdHES, '  Oarrots,  and  ttirsnipsi  ktlhtivt^'lhiy 

'^  «ttl4i^irted  inf  the  tetee  t^r^less'  nianhdr-ail^i^dyy 

'VH^  ^gelsibte,  gi&^  to  «he  tA6st  tritonikHiti^  it^. 

4hd^>A-o  dftenfodnd  IB  incbesiitf  kiii^h,  and  n^iiiy 

Wo%*ft<i^J!^uiiferehce;    •        '^       '      '■-     '"^' 

'  «^  •CJt«BAGitr aife  ^€ti&lf  Thjhr€/d*  By  mseiJttr ; '  kiid 

.4»<^af  Clit«fo«kn  b^  qu^t^^^yit^yf 

^«greifetteJ!fcWAtttr   '•■"'  ^'"'    "'   '— ■-'   -  ^^•'' 

'^  '  »W^«ttliinttf«-Whiift''«r  J^^iirttWK  ^Bfe^Aif  iittv\i>r 
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ttiMite4  Ob  a  v0i^'«st)keiiisiT6:'*iaie4 :  !  . 
'  rn  CtsfiilAY^  >  AspBHPfatgns^i  JBpiiiag9y  wmA  fida^dsil, ;  09 
£!AlQwx)ltij .  thoUgk:  lttt]e.MO<iltinrftted>  appMr-to 
Acmridi  wbeF9var\tbejr>)are;tried«  In  fiiot>  Dr« 
.<jB[i)idiiiBtli'«i  Ihvs  aft  tbe  fine  produciionft  of  Itoly^ 
JwiSih  a  Uttte.'  alteration^  iwqfuld  apply  as  w«U  to 
€{aiia^«   .  .  i'    ;-   .  . 

Whatever  fruits  in  different  climes  are  found. 
That  prdu'cUy  rise^  of  liuml)!^  court  the  gtound ; 
«'        '  Wli«teV^bl6on(urIh*l7drriatk>aetSappear> 

iVJiose.ind^itmiDDBSiian'deAtf  tlie  Taziad  Jrear ;       - 1    •  >2 

With  vernftl  leaves^  ^a^  falc^om  but  to  die  ; 

These^  here  disportingi  own  the  kindred  soil ; 

Nor  ask  luxuriance  from  the  planter's  ioit ; 

In  nature's  beauty  groves  and  woods  uppMr, 
* i    <Ma»  sedUis di«  only  gr&trth  ikai  dfrinflkk  b«r««   > .  >  ;/ 
,'■•'••''•'"     .•.'■•  '     «  .        •   •       •  T        \  ft/" 

It  is  tfm^  thara  are  ^aqy- ^^  inuts  £oMm4  i^  di^f^c^li. 
<5^imp%r"  wfai«h  ai;f.wkQov^n  19  (/^naid^Ti^b^jt^  it^^ff^. 
at  tho  aame  time  generally  aUoff^^  tf?^  ^b^^^off^. . 
rVM^^ffow  Whie^  might  ,wt  l>a  cqd^iy^tad  wi^ii^HK^r 

^Tb^vei  tkd  raiimeci^:af^y«r^ 

the  Bhade^  from  70  d^g;.  ;k>  }(Q(4fi^  of  P^^qh^ 
: :  Qm^w  0f  ev0i}r.  deBoripiticiftja^  fVj(CC(f^^.li|^ed(|[  w 
,Crwad^  ami  rgmy^^^tiyp*fiA  w»l\A9*mjM*'W^ 
Rice  haK  never  yet  becomfiiaii  ^tytOt  ,qf  .i^ttfWI? 
itioQ  to  the  Ciw»dif|(^  frinperi  ihPVg^)  Jfclie|^.>«W?i^' 
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n7/<«'f«^ 


RICB.AKb  »mU]l  COXN. 

of  theTOftitUer  riTerfi  am:  nakjett^  tbatr:  it  aniflil  .b*r 
toadered  a  veory  prbfitdbie  i  prodnoiion.  It  groivfc 
in  a  ,#fid  stiite'te  matsliy:  ^eimda  iir  ^ltxk«8s|iuts 
of  the  ^  Upper  Prcxrinoe,  bttt  pitiioakrly  m  the 
vis&dty  of  ift«  Aior  Ldkmin  the  Newcastle  Dittrioit' 
Wlidfowl  £rad  and  fatten  m  this; grain;  and  tte 
hdiana  are  nvery  expert  .Iiim gathering  it  ohi^fae 
sedgy  inargim  of  the  lakes :  They  paddle  iaia  k 
gfowing  mass,  and  thresh,  in  their  o^wn  way^  the 
grain  from  the  stalk  while  it  overhapgs  the  sides 
of  their  canoes*  They  frequently. obtain  as  much 
rice  assenres  for  their  oviiln  consumption^  and  the 
temainder  is  sold  with  a  good  profit  to  the  £uro<^ 
paad  settlers^  whd  tise  it  for  variouii  domestib  pur<» 
poses«  This  rice  is  of  a  large  kind,  and  has  a 
brown  husk. 

Maize,  or  Ihdiah  00RN9' four  quarts  of  whiefa  are 
fuffioient  to  plant  an  acre,  avenges  about  25  bushel* 
ift!^VWesrtern  Districts  of  Upper  Canada,  but  hoi; 
more  than  itf  in  the  Eastern  Districts,  or  in  any  pttrt 
bflibWer  Cktiftda;  'It  is  ftoitiitime^  ]^ant0d*itr  dtltls^ 
^niiV daring  its  quick  growth,  is  carefully  weeded^ 
hoe^ed,  and  pruned.  As  the  interstices  between  each 
plant  are  consddet^Ie^  pumpkins  arc^  sown  nt  varif 
ot)^  iBftfances^  ftttd  spread  fbemselTes  in  great  pto<* 
f6<fttdn  among  thfein^Slfan  dofn;'  '  Tt^lver  fiuKidred 
large  punipkins  are  olten  thus  raised  on  a  single 
fcre,  and  afibrd  a  very  important  m*ticle  of  home 
eoo^Uiiption  to  a  settlelf^s  tmnllyy  as  Well  as  exceU 
lent  provender  for  his  cattki  iA  Autuili)i>    - ; . .     '  . 
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tW^n  ifa^*  M  of  A^sA  ktfiiHe  Umim^  of' Se> 

id  put  into  the  ground  about  the  20th  of  April,  "and 
w^irijffe  ftir  ih6  s!6kle'%^' Ae'latte^  dayidf  Atiguat, 
Wh^chkffroto'  ^Jkilrto  a  inonth  afte^  the 

Wiitdr'  wWt'  Is  hWfvilstfed*  The  avei^a^  trbp  'df 
Wlklfei?  VheAt'i^  abbU^^  to  tin  acre.    The 

Spring  wheat  is  equal  in  quality  to  thd  Winter 
\i^eat ; '  biit  *it  is"  hefthet  S(^^  jproductive,  tidrttt  Mtfe  a 
tirob:  $*Si3rty  pcjuiids  on^  are  sown  upon  ah  BCtidr^ 
knil  *)metimes  n6t  inore  than  forty-rflvc?.  '  " 
'  ttiTfi  is  ihtich  ciiltivatied,  particularly  in  thfe 
ttppei*  ^^otitice,  'whferd  it  is  p'rihfeipally  used  fol^ 
distillation.  It  averages  about  twenty  buldiels  kd, 
ItcW;  and  isells  for  tWehty-five  per  cent,  less 'fiiaii 
^"wieai.  ''"'*    ;'   .'       '  '  .      '  '  --'''i' 

"  '^^jiifs^  whibfrare  generally  of  ft  tniswabledeiifi*!^ 
i?oi{/JEtppe<ur  to  be  the  most  nn]Mrodtable  oi^|]^ili 
ife'i^  66vhiAityi    t  have  nevef  seen  an  abretW* i^Vttt 

jlfi^Jtqi%p,i^^eike^  of  tbetdimat^wiikh  caufies  it  t^ifffff 
^p9^  pteiisiyejljr.thanit  ooa  in  colder  climates.  The  Hesfly'apjnr. 
also,  diough  not  8o  destractive  to  the  wheat-crops  of  Canada,  as 
it  is  to  those  bf  the  United  States,  ha^  this  season  (18SS)'i^obe 
V  jiitidit  ^lijury  in  fiiaiiy  {>arts^t>f  ^e  tS)^  Pt^riAce:  tVheni  ^]by« 
HMH  ivU  Ab^toi  tlMraikl^  4Qft ca|at%: iii.tlie  t^aqpbio^ a-^^sdirltf 

ipfggot^  and,  .in  Its  ^perfect  state,  it  ip  not  much  lar^  than  a 
'gnat  It  deposits  its^  eggs  in  the  Autupfin^  above  the  first  jomi  of 
ih^V'heai^:'    the  embryo  ify  pex^oraies' t&«  slalk,  'mAWSm 

iiytehcrii^'ltWltrdy'jiray.^^- '''''• '^/'    •'.  >  "    ^>/''^    S«^ 
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Viffg.  aimst  wjioHy  p^pji^,  ,exfiej*„ip^,;^«iDJ^ 
Qeprge,  Yorjk,  and  K4pg^n.;;JA;  Wfllb  P^,y4liy^ 
tb^o^i^-a bre^^rerji;. .  ^  .,  ,.,...  ,  „  ..  ,_.,'  .„.  .> 
.  ,j^tt^][,B9  is  ,abo  ouItiy%j^4  in  some,  pails  q{  tiie 
Pxqjt'i^pe,;  tluingb  far/}^  aJW,^pti9a,  i9:Jbt»to^,^ 
oathis  very  useful  ipraiivUjtiWL  }U  ^^fX^^*  .TV^^ 
g^lfur^pf  .seed  are  ?ufl|ci^nt.fpr  au.^r.e;.tl;^(9^j|roT^ 
^^  o|  whiflb,,  OB.  gQp4  W>  wJU  ^  4?jg^*f 

.,..(^,Jfebe  >x^io.iW  wtivQ,  ^RA»9fi^,  ■y^¥¥r<9^^^?lf 
springs  up.  spontaneously,  as  soon  as  the  l^jjA^ 
tji/^^qiihfi.  vfopd  mtb  .which,  it.  {i^d  .lue^niji^qi^r 
ijpmj^  Timetliy,,or  "  iFoji^rtail  .Gr^,^  4?^  yj^j^jr 
»fW^<fI^|P»^  An4,  .having  yn«fpnpe  ruifi^^j^l^ 
ter  able  to  endure,  the  heats  of  Summer  than  any 
i&fi.  tiietvthetn  f^ramesv  Snxk  Bef|.  tGl««»i^  dMSBtftef 
fii^d)i-^ra8s>  and  fiome  of  the  tadst  «6ma^n>%iiil^ 
itt&lt  l>e  sown,  when  they  will  prodace  abviHAUtit^ 

■>■'  .tU.:    ■       ■■■■  ■   ■•   ■  ■.■'■•••■, 


-f?IS9fft 


t  ?■ 


^t^i^^OlaUe'  |>:tod«(^i«fiw  >  '  l%fi7<r  <<NAcflellat^,>  <:tlril 
)^^'Ii^Vlr  is  itqui)rM>^t6;cQUrviite-^nd  ^ve'H  ^^ijfi^ 

itig  fire  aoreo.of  wheat,  ^^gjll^^jBrJ^pAjiA^WReSftS* 
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POTATOES  iA»D\TXmif  ITS. 

sifrJiick:  iai .  jHimitimiB  ^plitmiledL  for /ihmi/  lnntiAtiuk 
fuUf  aaffieieat  to  t)oixtp«»ite  iitid  fiiiltividter  fof  im 
loM  o£  time^ .  weeci  Hm  dbmand;  iiiffiisittiijljr  exteiit 
fiive  or  at  all  certain^ — neither  of  which  i%  the  okas^ 
nor  ever  can  be  in  a  coufatry  wbwe  alL  are  TOgDiQiil"- 
Iuri8t35  and  for- whose  .^ucplun  produce  there jis: no 
MB  foreign  diamand  oaf\  consumption^  One  huttdnd 
fltnd  jieyeniyifauafaebl^iar  ifahout  twei^tyrone.  horODlsi 
we  not  far  from  the  average  crop  $  but^  1  aniioxni^ 
fident,  that  if  they  wef  e.aoWnin  drillsy  w  ptaiitBd 
in  ridges,  as  in  Irahwd,  the  produce  w<luldboiBiai^e 
than  quadrujMle  what  it  .now  is^  AeeordmgioJthe 
mefthod  which. :has  been 'adopted^  480  ibli^  cv^SO 
i|tmi#ss  BM  ooBsidered  a:sufl|cient  quantity  to  plmft 
am  aore.  Four  cuts  are  placed  in  the  anglM  o^^li 
iqaare,  eack  of  whm^  aideis  is  ahotit  &fc  iMfaaiir  f  ^atnd 
d  pyrainidical  hill,  of  about  a  foot  iii'^  height^^aiid 
fouv  feet  in  ^^iroumfereiiee^  is  roiaedf  oter  tbetin 
Wiieft  they  appear  above  grouttd^ .  this'^hilloi^^ii 
tnoreased  in  ^height  with  a  hoe^'atidtbepotdboet^ 
^imtk  ripe^  are  taken'  out'  of  the  grevmi  ivitk  itkk 
^Uttua  inbtritment.  In  Winter^  they^am  pteli4v«rid 
inoellars^  but  are  scarcely  eatdble  when  the'SiiMr 
..JbAs disappetoed.  :  - '  ■  .-'  .■...•,-.  ,.  ^:  .  vi_^  • 
Turnips,  which  are  sown  aboiftthe  SSth  oftJuly^ 
•eesa  to  grow  very  well  {  buti  I  have>  ne^<ere.lieen 
niMe^haa  an  aore  m  ihe<  possession  of  aoy 'sol^ 
^larmer.^  The  difficulty  ef  <preter^i|ig  ihemj 
ibe  severity  of  the  {i*ost;is>'  Isupp^lse^  oosej 
-otose^'why  fe^of  them  ejrecuttivated  $^  aadinothdr 
isr  t^  s4iejrei«y  of  ^heep'irt^vMPjr  faM^bf  ^J^he 
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elMMff  four  *&iifeier^  ltt^ihg^;Mmt^  Urnn^fiftyiw' 

waore^  but  I  9mipetii)uA  t^ahm^vfidinnemr^t, 
fhe^iaftomarjr  crop./  ;    «  >-  -^    ^  r  ^ 

ToBAcaeo,  tiMMigh  verjjp'^ltttledttltmtedln  -ipither^ 
«fttfa0  ^DViiices>  8eefll«^q»tbriva  well  ^Iker^^F  H; 
ulried:  -  But^  I  thmky'ift  eouM  Tioi  be  plmted'4^) 
iHdbtiflii  extent  as  would  Mndef  it  'jMr(E>fitf|b1e  19s  Mitt 
vtidb  of  ooinmerce^  exdept  in  ihj»  I/oudon  and^ 
Wostetn  DiBtriots  of  th^  Upper  'Provioce^  Tbe: 
Bulaad  <Ji&i^  of  these^  di0trict9:are:  «0  yer^f 
&70iirable  to. its. growth^  that  sdmi  aampleii>li^d: 
Weo  reoeatly  exhibited  in  the  Wwterht  Dii»twitic 
QOt  at  a)l  inferior  in  quality  to  any  si^er  pvodiiu^d 
(inthft United iState^^;  If  the^attentiaii  of  the ^mef:^ 
ia  ibes^t  tvro^  Diatrieta  wene  4lnaost:  exejujsiyply: 
diMkM^d  to  \3»  prodnotiont  of  Tofaaeo^  and'  Hemp> 
tbiy  #oiild  andojibtedly  return  a  profit  suffieienV 
.teuiotapMiiate'hiin  for  his  labour  ami  ^  to  jitiimihto^ 
kis  ^ssertioDB^  whioh>  however  trifling  it  ^igb)b!be; 
woiMtba  Biore  than  ke  can  !now  derire  from  tte 
•ottiTstioii  of  any  kind  of  grain;  For  it  ia  a  fecfi 
itiUTeraally  acknowledged  in  Canada,  that  a-  ba«M) 
ofwhaat^  hi  Ukd  pvi^nt  depressed  ^tateiifaffliirsw 
tmis  tha  farmer  tiarby  per  «ent.  more  theft  be^^mti; 
^iJBun  £w  ity  if  his  ^iine^be^estimated  id  tbe^rheiain^ 
priie  lof  a  day^lahonre^t  Tfaerb  isr,  koweTeit^^opr 
^mitoT  jQBtoprprtze  in  the  country ;  iihd  ay  it  hm 
bA»n}nreJli)bsef  red  tjr  a  late  -wrifcir  ^  att  fd^^'ifitHr 
'^iU infivawm^t^  hesvflTeir  ratioaal  otpraisttiflfiJilf^     . 
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^  aredbontad  to  liagir  for  wiiit  of  mpportamJ^^ 
Thfr  Colomial  GQvemmant  wiami  lo  little  oonoenMdisi 
about  the  proiperit^  of  the  ooaiKtry,  thai  no  ea*' 
coofagement  to  agrjoaltttr^jor  to  any  things  elie*,  omp 
be  expected  from  that  quarter^  It  saenui  to  he  a.? 
niaiter  of  perfect  iadijOTereQce  to  the  6»Btmg  au- 
thoritiM  of  tiie  coantry,  whether  its  inhabitants^ 
dwindle  oat  their  lires  in  penary*  and  toil,  or  ei\|6yt 
the  comfortable  independence  whichmight  certainly^ 
be  the  lot  of  every  indostrious  Canadian!  if  those; 
measures  were  adopted  by  theirralers  which  appear 
to  erery  unprejudiced  mind  as  practicable,  as  they^ 
areindispensible  to  happiness  and  comfort:  Bat 
more  of  this  hereafter. 

fiuf  p  is  another  article,  the  cultivation  of  whieh^ 
though  now  totally  neglected,  would  be  much; 
more  likely  to  enrich  the  Provinces  andbeneftt'thet 
parent  State,  than  any  other  article  of  comaeteei 
witfa-which  we  are  acqaainted«  The  soil  aod^' 
dimatC'  of  Canada  are  allowed  to  be  quite  ^asi 
favourable  to  its  growth  as  those  of  Poland  and^ 
Russia ;  and,  although  it  is  admitted  by  all  persoar 
of  agriculturi^  knowledge  to  be  a  moat  prafitablei 
plant,  and  productive  of  much  wealth*  wherever  it' 
is  exdusiveLy  cultivatedythe  iwx>  Cahadas  camnrt^ 
at  present  afford  a  sufficient  quantity  to  hang-tiiMr' 
owU:  wuibB&cton.  Government,  in  its  wisdom.  Mm 
recently  proposed  to  purchase  the  naval  sa{qpliaaio£ 
tim  article  fffom  the  Canadians,  provided  they  oiK 
funnshtimn  stascheqp  aerate  as  tAey  are. 
IB  Bnswa,   ^TUbaonLy,  at  flnt  sight,  is •  { 
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<^lft»  JilP^fe*  of  •  atoiftn*l«5  ^^«i8tthi)pt{«f,oi^?ai'' . 

oient  quantity  of  hemp,  it  woldd^p^rfetpi' ro*  l^d^" 
pMwp  *tt>  *#fltet*  TO^to'titiy  bonpetent^tt(n$toilK^nreift 
f<^«ilti<4t%^if  exlefeiuih^^l:^, . HA-  'HiM^im  id^^^ 

t]kbfi 'MAUiHi  siK^OM*  hk  4heCanftda^'iite#<'^ 
rtHs^HQ*  «ffe»^  6k<eat  Britain -fh«-*u{lti)&I^<i^''> 
plw»  Mvisi<lt<«a»  >be«n-  aseeirtakieA-b^^  iiii^N&l^'^ 

bi^ailii>1lie>^1bAi«tl  willlag,  46  mk^pft}i<'(tif6=^i^,^'> 
if ^iMitM''4ikb«aMg<JiiK»bi  be  giviefit'tliedti  Ih^'^'i 

felMf  l^ffM^kvndioMSi ' .It' ' i» ifBpo«!l>le,  hitimWi, ^  > 

tli>oiiwlgflte4of4ti»'«6tt«itryMiiaaifaa%ji» 
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tb  grow  hemp  md  transport  it  for  sale  to  the  Que^ 
bee  market  at  a  cheap  rate,  unless  some  efBoienf  aid 
l>e<  rendered  by  the  parent  country.  If  his  Majesty's 
mihisters  v^re  to   tiake   into   consideration    the 
depressed  state  of  agriculture  in  Canada,  and  would 
offer  a  small  premium  to  suck  persons  as  should 
iraise  a  giren  quantity  of  hemp  annually,  and  if 
ihey  would  engage    besides  to    purchase  at  the 
Russian  price,  the  quantity  produced,  they  would 
very  soon  find  themselres  independent  of  a  foreign 
power.     The  Russian  price  would  fully  coinpen* 
sate  the  fkrmer,  for  the  trouble  and  expence  incur- 
red in  rairfngand  preparing  the  hemp;  and  the 
premium,  howerer  trifling  in  amount,  would,  if 
paid  in  cash,  operate  a»  a  powerful  stimulus  to  his 
ioxertions;   but,   without    this  encouragement  or 
'Something  equivalent  to  it,  the  Canadians  never  can 
tupiply  the  British  navy.     It  has  been  suggested, 
by  a  respectable  writer,*  that^  if  the  government 
would  appoint  agents  in  different  parts  of  the  pro- 
vinces to  purchase  the  article  when  prepared  for 
sale,  and  to  pay  for  it  in  specie,  very  favour- 
able consequences  would  probably  result.     In  sup- 
port of  this  statement,  it  is  argued  with  great  just- 
ness, that  if  no  such  persons  are  appointed,  the 
profit  of  tkia  article,  as  well  as  of  every  other,  will 
be  entirely  engrossed  by  a  few  speculating  charac- 
ters, who,  like  the  merchants  at  present,  would 
mcmopolize  the  whole  trade  with    government* 

*Mr.X4Nnbert 
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The  Oanndiaa  jTarmeirs  are  actually  too  poor  to 
porchaae  the  macliiaery  necessary  for  the  proper 
manufacture  of  hemp,  or  to  send  it  to  any  distant 
market ;  but  if  an  agent  were  appointed  in  each 
district^  with  authority  not  only  to  buy  the  faemp> 
but  ako  to  advance  small  sums  for  tiie  purchase  of 
maohinery,  to  such  persons  as  eould  gire  good 
security  for  its  repayment  in  hemp^  all  difficulty 
would  very  shortly  be  obviated,  and  the  farmers 
of  each  township  would  in  a  few  years  be  enabled 
to  transport  the  produce  to  the  Kingston  market^ 
and  eventually  to  that  of  Quebec ;  when  the  coUn* 
try  agents,  if  not  instantly  dispensed  with,  might 
be  gradually  reduced.  After  the  temporary  reward 
had  imparted  a;  strong  impulse  to  agriculture,  had 
l^vien  afresh  and  salutary  direction  to  industry, 
and  had  opened  a  new  and  profitable  market  for 
this  sort  of  produce,  it  might  be  discontinued ;  and 
regular  commercial  enterprise  would  then  achieve 
all  that  remained  to  be  done  for  the  encduragement 
of  the  farmer,  by  making  its  way  to  the  best  mart 
for  the  purchase  of  hemp,  and  by  discovering  the 
cheapest  and  readiest  mode  of  conveyance. 

In  the  year  1822,  the  provincial  parliament  of 
Upper  Canada  voted  the  sum  of  £300,  for  the 
purchoae  of  machinery  to  manufacture  hemp,  and 
i£60  a  year  for  three  years  to  keep  it  in  repair. 
The  machinery  was  to  be  purchased  by  the  Lieut. 
Qovemm*,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  execu- 
tive  council,  and  placed  in  that  part  of  the  pro-j 
rince  in  which  his  Excellency  might  think  it  was 
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more  immediately  required.  Since  the  voting  of 
the  money,  I  have  not  heard  any  thing  of  the  ma- 
thMeiry ;  but,  as  yet,  there  has  been  no  need  of  it. 
i  The  'Writer  to  whom  I  have  just  alluded,  observes: 
It  is  very  extraordinary,  that,  although  the  British 
government  has  several  times,  since  thecommence- 
ment  of  the  present  century,  exerted  itself  in  some 
degree  to  promote  the  culture  of  hemp,  not  only 
in  Canada  but  in  the  East  Indies,  those  exertions 
have  been  hitherto  utterly  fruitless:  It  is  said,  that 
the  East  India  climate  is  too  hot,  and  consequently 
that  the  hemp  produced  there  is  too  fine  for  large 
cordage**  This  may  probably  be  the  cause  of  fai- 
lure in  that  quarter;  but  no  such  deteriorating 
effects  are  produced  by  the  heat  of  the  Canadian 
climate«  The  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Arte  say,  in  the  Preface  to  the  21st  volume  of  their 
Transactiohs,  that  they  have  ascertained  by  actual 
experiment,  that  Canada  can  furnish  hemp  for  the 
use  of  the  navy,  equal  in  quality  to  that  which  is 
imported  from  the  Baltic.  Monsieur  Vondervel- 
^ea,  in  a  letter  to  the  Society,  attributes  the  bad 
success  in  Canada  to  the  attachment  which  the 
Canadians  have  always  evinced  to  old  custonis,  and 
to  the  opposition  and  prejudice  of  their  priests, 
who  would  derive  no  advanti^id  from  the  cultiva* 
tion  of  hemp,  as  it  is  not,  agreeably  to  the  existing 
laws,  a  tytheable  article.  The  seigneurs  and  mer- 
chants also  gave  it  considerable  opposition;  the 
cme,  from  a  conviction  that  it  would  destroy  the 
profits  of  their  wfaeat-mills>  from  which  their  greets 
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est  revenues  are  derived  ;-r-aiid  the  otfaer^  beoaase 
they  were  apprehensive^  it  would  have  a  powerful 
tendency  to  set  aside  that  system  of  barter  which 
they  had  long  found  to  be  more  profitable  than  a 
ready-money  trade. 

Only  some  of  these  difficulties  exist  at  present 
in  the  Lower  Province ;  and^  I^  think,  the  prin- 
cipal among  them  might  be  obviated  by  making 
bemp  a  tytheable  article.  But  in  Upper  Canada, 
which,  on  account  of  the  superiority  of  its  soil  and 
climate,  is  much  better  adapted  to  the  growth  of 
hemp,  a  still  smaller  number  of  obstacles  would  be  ^ 
experienced,  than  in  the  Lower  Province ;  and  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  best-informed  men  in  the  coun- 
try, that  if  a  plan  like  that  which  I  have  now 
described  were  pursued,  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
hemp  might  be  re»ed,  in  less  than  five  years,  to 
render  the  British  Government  completely  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  supplies,  and  to  save  us  from 
the  humiliating  necessity  of  annually  paying  the 
sam  of  a  million  and  a  half  to  a  foreign  power,  for 
sn  article,  which,  by  a  little  encouragement  on  one 
hand,  and  by  industry  and  perseverance  on  the 
other,  we  might  raise  in  bur  own  colonies,  to  the 
great  benefit  of  Canadian  settlers. 

Flax  is  cultivated  for  domestic  use  by  almost 
every  farmer  m  the  Cmiadas;  but  few,  if  any, 
have  attempted  its  cultivation  as  an  article  of  com<- 
merce.  Some  hogsheads  of  flax-seed  are  annually 
imported  from  Quebec,  the  greatest  part  of  which 
IS  purchased,  I  believe,  from  the  inhabitanta  of  the 
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United  States.     Nine  thousand  six  hundred  and 
one  hiishehr  were  exported  in  1820  ;'f  from  1800  to 

f  Dr.  Dwight  obsenresj  ^'  In  America^  the  etalk  of  thu  plant 
^'  is  large  and  branchy^  the  bark  or  coat  rigid  and  dark-Goioared, 
^*  and  therefore^  in  the  seyerai  processed  of  curing,  dresmg  and 
^^  hleacMng,  more  Kable  to  fret  or  break,  than  that  of  Irehind  or 
''  Germany/'—fThis  drcumatanoe  is  easily  accounted  A>r,  and  as 
easily  prevented.  In  Iflshind^  4  bushels  of  seed  axe  sovcn  to  the  acr^ 
whilst  in  most  parts  of  America,  two  bushels  are  deemed  quite 
eufficient  The  consequence  of  this  difference  in  the  quantity 
«own^  is,— -in  the  former  country  the  stem  has  not  room  to  extend 
itself  laterally  or  to  shoot  out  boughs,  and  therefore,  in  common 
with  the  stalks  of  many  eeculent  herbs  cultivated  in  gardens,  it 
becomes  the  better  blanched  the  more  closely  it  is  planted  ;-*and 
in  the  latter,  the  thinly-scattered  stem^  stand  so  fiir  ^part  from 
£ach  other,  that  in  a  fertile  soil  aided,  as  that  of  America  is,  by  a 
most  genial  climate,  innumerable  branches  shoot  out  from  each 
etalk  as  if  inelined  to  fill  up  the  epaces  which  have  been  left 
ivacanl  through  wantof  seed,  and  the  sun  and  aftmoqiheric  changes 
have  thus  abundant  opportunities  afibrded  of  darkening  the  riaipg 
plant  I  have  satisfied  myself  of  the  correctness  of  diese  fiu:ts  by 
^actual  experiment :  I  sowed,  on  two  portions  of  land,  equal  in 
fertility  and  extent,  diiferent  quantities  of  flax-seed.  That  spot 
which  had  received  four  bushels  io  the  acre,  produced  a  large 
crop  of  ae  fine  flax  as  any  raised  in  hdand;  whilst  that  on  ffhicb 
only  two  bushels  per  Jtcre  had  been  sown,  yielded  exactly  such 
epreadingand  diacoloured  flax  as  Dr.  Dwight  describes.  But 
the  good  Doctor,  though  exceedingly  well-inf<Nrmed  oil  almost 
every  subject  which  he  professes  to  ^scuss,  has  furnished  evident 
proofs  to  all  practical  men,  that  the  province,  in  which  he  shone 
with  most  distinguished  lustre,  was  that  of  Thbologv  and  not 
AoRi€ui.TCRC.  Besides,  his  informants  had  most  probably  con- 
cealed tram  him  the  important  fact— that  the  Americans  generally 
cultivate  Flax  more  for  the  sake  of  raising  seed  for  the  Irish  mar- 
ket, than  of  producing  a  fine  aort  of  flax  for  the  use  of  the  nuum* 
facturer. 
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1^805,  fhe  average  quantity  per  yoar^  was  567l» 
luflheLk  It  appears,  tiierefore,  that  the  quantity 
exported  augments  very  slowly,  if  we  consider  the 
great  increase  of  population  and  the  consequent 
improvement  of  tlie  <)Ountry«  It  is  now,  however, 
pretty  genenJIy  understood,  that  the  people  of 
Uppw  Canada,  at  least,  must  either  euUivate  flax  on 
a  more  extensive  scale  than  they  have  hitherto 
^ona,  or  dispense  with  the  use  of  linen  for  three- 
fourths  of  the  year.  Formerly,  the  great  majority 
of  the  &rmers  prarchased  every  article  of  clothing 
from  the  merchants,  and  paid  for  them  in  grain 
and  pork.  But  the  prices  of  these  articles  are  now 
so  much  Teduced,  that  they,  must  either  be. content 
to  go  naked,  like  their  Indian  neighbours,  or  ma- 
aufaetare  their  own  clothing  of  every  description : 
For  it  is  now  admitted,  however  extraordinary 
the  fact  may  appear  to  you,  that  the  produce  of 
£fty  acres  of  land,  in  the  present  day,  would  not^ 
after  deducting  the  expences  of  cultivation  and  of 
taking  it  to  market,  purchase  a  second-hand  hcnnei 
roifge^f  of  third-rate  quality. 

t  A  kind  of  woollen  Cflp,  worn  both  day  and  night  by  the 
Canadians. 
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LETTER  XVm. 

MEDldNAL  HttRBS  AND  SHRUBS— SENSING  AND  CAPILLAIRE-^SAUSA* 
'  ]*ARILLA   ANU    BfTTRR  sWcET-^ALUtf   ROOT    AND    CROWDS  rooT 
.•^WILDttOSBHOUND^  WitrTB  OttHART,  AND  CaMTIA»-ROOT— *THB' 
^  SBNIBCA    SNM:S*R00T»  AND   SirHARMINT  r-  THIMBLB-BXRRY  AHP 
BLACKBERRY    ROOTS— THE  BJXX>0   ROOT,   SUMACH,  AND   POISON 
TREE  — HERBE  AUZ   PUCES,   OR   POISON     IT Y  —  SORREL -^ COLT'S 
TAIL,'   AND   MARSH     MALLOWS— -*D0G- WOOD   AND   PRICKLY   ASH  — 
SFICB  WOOD  AND  jBASSAFRAS— THE  COTONNIER,  OR  COTTON  PLANT 
'  —  THB    ONION    TREE    AND  WILD    GARLIC  —  THE  WILD    TURNIP 
.AND    JUNIPER    TREE  — THE  REIN-DEER  MOSS,  WILD  OATS,    AND 
RIVER  GRASS  — THE   SEA  RYE,    SEA-SIDE    PLANTAIN,    AND  SEA- 
ROCKET— LAURE  A  AND   SEA-SIDE     PEAS  — INDIAN    GRASS    AMD- 
INDIAN   TEA. 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  medicinal  herbs  of 
Canada ;  and^  I  believe^  no  person  possessed  of 
competent  botanical  qualifications  has  ever  explored 
its  forests  in  pursuit  of  such  information.  It  is  it 
pity  that  Drs.  Hoppe  and  Hornschuch^  who  have 
recently  published  so  facetious  an  account  of  their 
botanical  adventures  in  a  Tour  to  the  Coast  of  the 
Adriatic^  and  that  the  still  more  celebrated  Baron 
de  Humboldt,  who  has  botanized  with  such  emi- 
nent success  in  South  America,  have  not  extended 
their  researches  to  this  country:  For  I  have  no 
doubt,  that  an  oqual  portion  of  interesting  matter 
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ni%ht  hare  he^n  gathered  Kerei  a»  in  the  different 
routes  which  'those  learned  gentlemen  piirsaed; 
But  though  the  Botany  of  this  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can Coatineiit  has  never  been  reduced  to  a  system^ 
the  nature  of  a  few  of  the  numerous  plants  is 
well-known  to  the  Canadians ;  and  the  aborigi- 
nes are  intimately  acquainted  with  the  properties 
of  a  much  greater  number*  Sucbi.  how^ver^  ace 
the  natural  reserve/ and  the  selfish  dispositions  ttf 
tiie  Indians^  that  no  valuable  information  can  be 
procured  from  them.  Their  knowledge  on  this, 
as  on  every  othc^r  subject  of  importance,  can  be  of 
use  only  to  themselves ;  for  they  have  neve.r  been 
known  to  communicate  their  discoveries,  or  the 
sanative  lAethods  employed  in  the  counteraction  6f 
their  maladies,  but  have  guarded,  with  the  keenest 
vigilt^ce  and  jealousy,  every  avenue  of  intelligence. 
If  the  simplest,  question  be  put  to  them,  they  will 
evade  it  with  admirable  address,  should  it  contain  the. 
most  distant  allusion  to  any  subject  connected  with 
their  own  exclusive  knowledge.  This  total  absence 
of  candour,  and  determined  resolution  to  keep 
their  own  secrets,  are  the-  two  most  unfavourable 
traits' in  the  Indian  character,  and  form  some  rea- 
sonitble  grounds  for  their  being  so  little  respected 
by  their  fairer-skinned  but  not  more  upright  neigh-, 
boarm.  Unider  such  disadvantages, '  therefore,  it 
cannot  be  expected,  that  I,  who  in  Botany  am  a 
novice,  should  enter  into  a  very  minute  detail  of 
the  medicinal  productions  of  the  country.  I  shall, 
however,  enumerate  those  of  which  I  have  been 
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able  to  ftcquira  a  knowledge^  either  orally  from  the 
Conadiaiuii  or  from  the  descriptions  of  preoedm|f 
travellers. 

Gbnsino  and  CAPii.LAt«t£  were  fidnneriy  ex- 
ported in  ^eat  quantities  from  Quebec  to  France. 
The  first  of  tiiese  productions/when  dried^  has  a 
jweet  taste  resembling  that  of  liqnorice-root,  with 
the  addition  of  an  aromatic  bitterness.  It  formed 
an  article  dP  very  profitable  trade  with  the  Chinese, 
for  a  considerable  tim^  after  the .  settlement  of 
Canada.  But  so  eager  were  the  Caaiadiai}s  to  ex- 
emplify the  quondam  advice  of  the  British  Lot- 
tery Offices,  ^^  Catch  Fortvnb  when  you  can,'' 
that,  in  their  haste  to  lay  hold  of  the  mercurial 
dame,  they  overstepped  the  mark,  while  she  slipped 
from  them  and  completely  evaded  their  grasp: 
Thinking  to  enrich  themselves  by  the  constant  «x«» 
portation  of  enormous  quantities,  they  forgot  the 
sage  axiom  of  cominercial  men,  ^^  to  regulate  ihe 
apparent  production  by  the  demand ;"  and  instead 
of  preserving  the  Gensing  in  the  proper  way,  dried 
it  in  ovens  and  stoves  so  rapidly,  as  to  render  it 
altogether  unserviceable  to  the  only  people  on 
earth  who  were  inclined  to  purchase  it  from  them, 
— and  the  only  people,  I  may  say,  who,  themselves 
'Consummate  adepts  at  fraud,  could  not  be  deceived 
iiy  the  utmost  ingenuity  on  the  part  of  others.  It 
is  very  singular,  and  no  way  creditable  to  the  cha- 
racter of  civilized  nations,  who  profess  among 
themselves  to  be  governed  in  their  conduct,  if  not 
in  their  motives,  by  the  laws  of  equity  and  honour, 
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that  intematioiml  barter  and  comtneroial  trannc* 
tions  should  in  former  ages  have  had  such  a  large 
mixture  of  trickery  and  imposition*  Bat  the  result 
will,  on  examination,  be  found,  like  the  instance 
now  adduced,  to  have  been  ultitnately  disastrous  to 
those  who  practised  these  arts  of  deception.  6en« 
sing  still  grows  in  great  quantities,  particolarly  in 
Upper  Canada,  but  it  is  no  longer  in  estima- 
tion as  an  article  of  commerce.  Oapillaire,  or 
the  Maiden  Hair,  which,  when  flowing  on  a 
beautiful  head  in  graceful  ringlets,  is  in  your  part 
of  the  world  the  cause  of  so  many  raging  fevers,  is 
in  this  country  found  to  possess  opposite  qualities, 
and  to  be  very  efficacious  as  a  febrifuge. 

The  Running  Sarsaparilla  and  Bitter^swbkt^ 
used  by  the  Canadians  in  cases  of  general  debility, 
are  famous  in  purifying  the  blood. 

The  Alum  Root  and  Crow's-foot  are  said  to 
oonstitute  a  very  powerful  astringent^  and  to  be 
nlntary  medicines  in  cases  of  dysentery* 

The  Wild  Horbhound  is  used  as  a  remedy  for 
agues,  and  is  an  active  emetic. 

The  Whitb  Coatli  and  Gentian  Root  are 
esteemed  excellent  foir  rheumatic  complaints. 

The  Seneca  Snake-root  is  a  medicine  of  very 
general  use,  particularly  in  cases  of  fever,  cold, 
and  pain  in  the  bones.  It  is  of  a  pungent  taste, 
and  its  effects  are  stimulant  and  sudorific. 

The  Roots  of  the  Thimble-bbrry,  with  the 
Seneca  Snake  Root,  and  tall  Blackberry  Rbot>  are 
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^uMd  M  reme^es  for  eanoQr,  the  rasb;  8CN*e  throats 
and  Mre  moaths. 

.  Spba R-BkiNT,  Hyssop^  WormwQod^Water-creflseSy 
Plantain^  Marsh-maUows,  Penny-royal,  and  other 
aromaiio  plants,  whose  uses  are  well  known  in  the 
Materia  Medieaj  seenit  from  the  profusion  in  which 
they  are  spread  about^  to  be  indigenous. 

The*  Bi#ooD-ROOT,  so  called  on  account  of  its 
emitting,  when  broken,  a  fluid  of  a  sanguine  colour 
in  considerable  quantities,  is  considered  an  infallible 
cure  for  rheumatism,  and  is  administered  for  that 
purpose  after  being  infused  in  whisky. 

The  Sumach,  in  Upper  Ganada,grows  to  the  height 
of  ten  feet,  and  produces  a  multitude  of  deep  crim- 
son berries*.  It  is  a  well*known  dye-stuff  in  Eng- 
land ;  but  the  Canadians  esteem  the  berries  alone, 
of  which  they  make  their  vinegar. 
'  Another  species  of  the  Sumach,  called  by  the 
Americans  ^Hhe  Poison-tree,"  is  found  in  low 
swampy  lands  in  Upper  Canada  and  in  the  United 
States.  The  effluvia  of  thisnozious  shrub  affect 
some  people  to  such  a  degree,  that. they  canHot 
approach  towards  the  place  in  which  it  groTrs, 
without. sustaining  a  very  sensible  injury  from  its 
poisonous  exhalations,  pn  touching  it,  and  even 
when  they  are.  not  in  immediate  contact  with  it^ 
th^ir  hands,  feuse,  and  legs  become  swelled  to  an 
alartaing  extent,  and  are  soon  covered  over  with 
blisters.  Their  eyes  also  sufier  very  materially 
fvem  the  violent  humours  which  it  creates.     But 
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what  makes  tbe. matter  still  more  wonderfal,  is  the 
fact,  that,  while  these  singular  efiects  are  produeed 
on  some  persons,  there  are  others  who  can  handle 
the  branches  of  the  tree  with  perfect  impunity,  aad 
may  even  rub  it  over  their  bodies  witho«i 
enduring  the  slightest  visible  inconveniencew 

A  creeping  shrub^  called  by  the  Ganadians^^ 'The 
Poison  Ivy,*'  although  it  resembles  the  Ivy  only  in 
its  parasitical  character,  is  also  a  very  offensive 
plant.  It  is  called  by  the  French  Herbe  aux  Pttees^ 
(Flea-bane,)  and  possesses  nearly  the  same  delete- 
rious qualities  as  the  poisonous  Sumach'-  Mn 
Lambert  says,  that  wherever  this  plant  is  found, 
there  is  always  a  great  number  of  Lady-flies,  which^ 
as  long  as  they  continue  on  the  leaves^  are* 
covered  with  a  brilliant  gold  ;  but  when  taken 
from  the  tree,  they  lose  this  brilliant  hua^ 
and  become  exactly  similar  to  the  insect  which  is 
known  by  that  appellation  in  England.  Whet 
ther  the  name  which  the  French  have  confer* 
red  on  the  plant  has  any  relation  to.  this  circam^ 
stance,  I  know  not ;  but  there  appears  to  he  sobw 
affinity  between  them.  I  have  seen  several)  per-* 
sons  who  were  poisoned  by  the  herbei  aux  pws»f 
They  suffered  the  most  excruciating  pains,.. untB 
reliev^  by  the  internal  application  of  turpraiiine^ 
or  soDie  other  strong  spirit.  Soap  and  sour  cream 
are  also  said  to  be  very  efSqacious,  in  expelling  the 
poison  and  reducing  the  swellings. 

The  Red-topped  SoArbl,  the  Celt's  Tajli^^ 
Winter   Green,    and.   the    Catanup,  are'  also 
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found  in  every  part  of  Upper  and  Loww  Ca* 
nada. 

The  Doo«wooD  and  Phickly-ash  are  very  com- 
mon shrabs  in  the  Western  Districts.  The  bark  of 
both,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Wild  Cherry,  is  used 
as  a  substitute  for  Pwuvian  Bark.  Dog*wood 
bears  some  resemblance  to  Box-wood,  but  differs 
from  it  greatly  in  several  of  its  properties. 

Shoe- WOOD,  Gold-thrbad,  Elecampane,  Lo* 
BELiA,  and  Sassafras,  are  alsfO  natives  of  the 
Canadas. 

The  Cotton* PLANT,  or  Cotonnier^  grows  abun* 
dantly  in  both  Provinces :  It  produce»  a  pod  of  an 
*oval  shape,  about  six  inches  long,  which  contains 
a  fine  white  silky  substance  resembling  very  fine 
cotton.    It  is  an  excelleht  substitute  for  feathers^ 
but  is,  I  think,  capable  of  being  appropriated^  fo 
more  important  purposes.  The  plant,  when  young, 
is  sold  by  the  French  Canadians  in  the  Quebec  and 
Montreal  markets,  and  is  esteemed  little  luienot 
to  Asparagus.    In  the  month  of  August,  there  is 
an  abundant  dew  upon  its  leaves,   which,  when 
shaken  off  and  boiled  down,  is  said  to  make  a  kind 
of  sugar  resembling  honey.    It  must,  however,  be 
as  tedious  a  mode  of  procuring  honey  as  that  which, 
it  is  averred,  was  pursued  by  a  London  oitisen, 
when  he  retired  to  the  country  to  enjoy  the  fortune 
acquired  by  his  skill,  and,   among  others  of  bis 
novel   rustic  experiments,   wished   to  establii^  a 
iHimber  of  bee-communities,  or  hives.    He  would 
not  listen  to  a  single  word  from  his  more  intelligent 
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fmder-steward^  about  the  ordinary  method  of  ae^ 
complishing  such  an  object;  but,  giving  him  • 
fierce  reprimand  for  the  extravagance  of  hn  pro-* 
posal,  he  asked,  ^^  how  he  could  be  ik>  thoughtleMaa 
to  recommend  a  purchase  of  what  might  so  eaiily 
be  procured  on  the  Downs  ?"-~He  was  ordered 
to  hire  ten  women  to  go  in  quest  of  bees  the  next 
morning,  and  to  prepare  hives  for  the  reception  of 
the  captives.  ^  Early  in  the  next  day  the  detach- 
ment started  for  the  Downs,/ each  furnished  with  a 
tin  canister  to  contain  the  spoil ;  and  after  running 
sbout  for  hours,  stunning  the  bees  with  blows  from 
their  straw  bonnets,  and  encountering  stings  with- 
out number,  secured  about  thirty  prisoners,  who' 
were  safely  lodged  in  a  hive.  But,  as  has  been  the 
fiite  of  many  arduous  campaigns,  little  advantage 
accrued  from  all  this  fatigue  and  danger*  Next 
morning  the  Squire  sallied  forth  to  visit  his  new 
colony.  As  he  approached,  a  loud  humming  assured 
him  they  were  hard  at  work,  when  to  his  infinite 
disappointment,  it  was  found  that  the  bees  had 
made  their  escape  through  a  smiall  hole  in  the  hive, 
leaving  behind  them  only  an  unfortunate  humble* 
bee,  whose  bulk  prevented  his  squeezing  himself 
through  the  aperture,  and  whose  loud  complaints 
had  been  mistaken  for  the  busy  hum  of  industry."^ 
The  Onion-tree,  or,  as  the  Canadians  call  it, 
^  the  Top  Onion,"  is  found  in  many  of  the  gardens 
in  both  Provinces.  It  grows  to  the  height  of  three 
or  four  feet.  At  or  near  the  extremity  of  each 
*  London  Literaiy  Gazette. 
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jplant,  grown  a  dmrter  of  'ttibdemteHrised  onions, 
which,  if  not.  plucked  before  they  are  perfectly 
ripe,  will  put  forth  buds,  and  indue  season  prodace 
another  cluster  of  a  smaller  size.  One  of  tliese 
plants  frequently  produces  twenty  or  thirty  onions, 
of  the  size  of  a  walnut.  They  are  esteemed  equal 
in  quality  to  tiie  root-onion,  and  are.  of  course 
more  productive.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  if 
one  of  the  small  onions  which  grow  upon  the  tree, 
be  taken  from  the  plant  in  Autumii  and  preserved 
from  the  frost  till  Spring,  it  will,  if  planted,  not 
only  put  forth  luxuriant  shoots,  but  its  bulb  will 
also  considerably  increase  in  size,  in  the  same  man* 
ner  as  a  root-onion.  It  does  not  however  produce 
any  top*onions  the  first  year;,  but  if  taken  up  and 
preserved,  in  the  same  way  as  before,  until  the 
following  Spring,  and  then  re-planted,  it  will  yield 
an  abundant  supply  of  generic  fruit. 
.  The  first  herb  which  appears  above  ground,  on 
the  return  of  the  Canadian  Spring,  is  a  species  of 
Garlic.  If  not  really  indigenous,  Garlic,  which 
among  the  French  is  a  favourite  kind  of  seasoning, 
must  have  been  imported  into  this  country  by  them, 
when  they  came  to  colonize  these  Provinces.  The 
wonderful  prbdess  by  which,  in  the  economy  of 
nature,  every  species  of  vegetable  is  propaglited» 
will  easily  account  for  Garlic  being  found  in  a  wild 
state ;  its  seeds  might  have  either  been  wafted  by  the 
winds  out  pi  the  inclosures  in  which  the  plants 
were  growing,  or  have  been  cohveyed  into. the 
distant  woods  by  the  ordure  of  birds  that  fed  upon 
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tbem.  Asjooiiag  Ifb^  mow  di«a|fiiean^  tkevgroniid 
in  the  woodn^  is  literally  covered  with  herbage  of 
this  kind.  The  fetid  smelly  armog  from  such  a  great 
quas^t^ty  ofstrcmgly-sc^iftedregerftablm,  is;savery 
4)verpoweni|gy  thatyoq  caimot  walk  in  the  ppen 
air  in  the  Spring-time  of  the  year  for  many  mkmtM 
^thoat  inhaling  a  sttffloient  portion- of  garlic  to 
nck^  a  pole-cat<  Cattle  of  aH  kinds  are  iiowevefr 
partial  to  thitf  offensive  -herb,  ^  and  devour  it  witb 
such  appetite,  that  in  a  month  or  five  weeks  from 
the  disappearii^g  of  the  snow,  they  become  sleek 
and  in  excellent  c^ondition.  During  this  period 
milk  and  batter  are  of  little  value  to  any  mcui, 
except  he  be  fortunate  enough  to  have  Ipst  hj^ 
palate,  and  to  be  in  possession  of  an  uneonquerabter 
stomach.  You  might  as  well  drink  water  strongly, 
impregnated  with  assafoetida  as  attempt  to-  feree 
milk  and  butter  of  this  description  on  the  delicate, 
organs  of  deglutitioD.  When  allowed  to  arrive 
at  matuirity,  the  garlic  produces  a  variety  of  lyttfe' 
flowei;8,  very  beautiful  in  appearance,  and  of  a  tusrch. 
more  agreeable  odour  than  the  leaves  of  the  parent 
stem; 

A  herb,  caBedby  the  name  of  Wrtn  Tuhnip,  is> 
very  common  in  Canada*  The  root  of  this  berb^ 
hf  not  mucb  unlike  that  of  the  common  white- 
tamip;  but  the  stalk  which  grow?  two  or  thUaf^^^ 
fecrt  higjb,  anA  the  leaves;  which  are  beatftifuUyv^ 
vmrf^glitedi  Imve  not  the  slightest  Teffemkt&net  to; 
thofe^pf  any  tufrnipwithr  which  I  am  ae<iuaint9d#^ 
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Tke  stalk  of  thi»  Magnlor  ^lani  itornin^te^  m  n 
iflower  flomewkat  lika  a  tvt&pi  wA  it»  -nfitm^xmr 

ahoost  impomUe  to  rtaste  H  witlmii  fOM'n  AOi# 
(bving^^  set  on  fire,  for  at  m  mnn^tk  r  mor^  imngwA  libii!^ 

The  Jvfiimuk  teee  i0;aniietveQTgTMB9  which  pre- 

duo69  an  abundanjt  nupply  of  beririeii,;  bi»t  i\^y  ai^ 

{Beldom  collected  in  Canada,  though  they  .might 

:  prove  a  good  article  for  ei^poHt^tiop  ,to  Ei^gkad  or 

Holland,  where  they  are  employed  m  the  n&apu&^ 

iture  of  Gin,  to  which  they  are  Mid  to  qctmmur 

nicate  a  fine  flavour,   and  to  ^in^part  a  diur^tip 

;  quality. 

The  Rein-deer  Moss,  a  species  of  Wild  Oats, 
and  a  cparse  kind  of  River  Grass,  igro.w  in  the 
«swamps  and  small  lakes. 

The  3ba   Rye,  the  Seaside  plaintain,  the  Seft 
Rocket,  the  Laurier,  ^nd  the  Seaside   Peos,  ar0 
.also  natives  of  Canada,  and  are  used  by  the  Indian^ 
for  a  variety  of  purposes. 

An  aromatic  herb,  cf^Ued  India;^  Gtbass,  is  used 
as  a  substitute  for  Lavender;  it  retains  its  odour  fcvr 
a  Length  of  time,  and  comm|Unicates  a  very  ftgree- 
able  scent  to  clothes. 

A  herb,  called  Indian  TKA,.isenipIoyed  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  that  of  China,  and  is  considwed  by  some 
of  the  Canitdians  to  be  little  inferior  to  thp  be^t 
Congo.  But  they.use  any  thiqg  .and  every  thiiig 
in  lieu   of  that  ipcomparaj^le   plant,      fiemlocjc 
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boaghs,  beeehen  chips^  strawberry,  blaokberry, 
and  currant  leayea,  with  apice  wood,  Bpear^ininty 
peppermint,  maple-buds,  oatenup,  Barsaparilla,  and 
birch  bark,  are  more  commonly  found  at  a  Gana* 
dian  tea-ituble,  if  I  may  bo  call  it,  than  Souchong, 
Hyson,  or  Congo.  Tbey  akbo  use  peas,  wheat,  rye^ 
Indian  com,  burnt  flour,  and  toasted  barley,  as 
substitutes  fm  oojBee« 


y2 
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LE^TTER  XIX. 

HATORAIi  t;UBI09IT^6  IN  THE  UPPSB  PROVIHCB  — *  WHSM^OOi 
NEAR  9qEENST0W^— -RAiH  ADVENTURE  OF  A  BRITISH  SOLDIEB 
— ^HB  FALLS  OF  WBST-FLAMBOROUGH— MINERAL  SPRINGS — 
—SALINE  SPRXNGS— «WANT  OF  ENCOURAGEMENT  FOR  THE  MA- 
NUFACTtTRE  OF   SArLT  — CONBUCT  OF    THE     PROVINCIAL    LB6IS- 

.   LATURE— «YP81}|»-«»>llAaL  AKn  BLACK  LEA|>*»iaOff   BOVNDBaT. 

Beside  the  herbs  mentioned  m  the  preceding 
chapter,  there  are  many  others  with  which  I  am 
wholly  unacquainted.  Indeed,  the  country  affords 
a  vast  field  for  the  researches  of  the  naturalist,  the 
botanist,  the  mineralogist,  and  the  chymist.  It 
abounds  with  a  variety  of  herbs  and  plants,  whose 
qualities  have  never  been  fully  ascertained,  and 
whose  very  names  are  yet  undetermined.  Varioos 
kinds  of  mines  have  also  been  discovered  in  many 
places ;  and  mineral-springs,  some  of  which  are  of 
a  most  interesting  nature^  may  be  met  with  in 
almost  every  district. 

There  are,  besides,  many  striking  natural  cario- 
sities, the  principal  of  which  are  the  Falls  of  Nia- 
gara already  -  mentioned  ;  the  Whirlpool  in*  the 
Niagara  River;  the  Great  and  Little  Falls  of  West 
'  Flambrb' ;  and  the  several  saline;  mineral,  and  bitu- 
minous springs.  •   ' 
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Tim  Whirlpool  between  the;  Ealla  oC  Niagara^ 
and  the  village  of  Queenstown^.  ia  a .  vciry  great 
though  not  inexplicable  'curiosity.  It  is  situate 
in  a  part  of  the  Niagara  river  where  the  banks 
are  -nearly  2Q6  leet  high>  and  almost  perpendi- 
cular •  Immense  tfees  extend  their,  ample  foliage 
over  the  awful  gulf  on  every  side,  and  are 
affected  with  a  tremulous  n^otion,  proceeding,  from 
the  violent  circulation  of  the  water*.  The.  rivec 
above  the  whirlpool  is  deep  and  rapid,  and  flaws 
within  a.contracted  channel  only  160  yards  wide; 
whick  suddenly  ^xpanda  to  at  least  dOO,  lonning 
an  oval  interfluent  basin,  i^  at  least  6000  feet  in  cir^ 
cum&rence.  On  approaching  this  basib;^  t^e> 
stream  redoubles  in  velocity,  as  if  eager  to  fi;eQ^ 
Itself  from  the  narrow  bQundaries  within  which  it 
.had  been  previously  confined^,  and^  passing  over  tf 
^ope,  60  feet  in.  descent,  enters  into  the  basin  witi/ 
a  tremendous  roar :  Then  diverging^  to.  the  north- 
of  the  direct  channel,  it  rushes  impetuously  ro^nd' 
the  surrounding  plifis,  untR  it  seenu^  at  length  to' 
r^ain  its  proper  course,  which  begins  at  the  angle^ 
of  a  rocky  and  impending  promontory,  whose  dark* 
and  thickly-wooded  summit  frowns  4n  terrific  ma-' 
jesty  upon  the  vast  profound.  Thid  eurieus  whirl-** 
if^  .course  of  the  ;vi^ater  creates  a  great  eddy  or- 
wilidpool,  which,  by  revolving  quickly  every  6' 
cr  %  minutes^  as  if  upon  its  own  ajs^is,  formsa  sitrQng^ 
tide,  .that,  at  intervals  of  hf^lf  an  hour,  alteroate- 
ly.f  fises  and  falls  ^put  8Qt  jjiolr^sk  AUflq^tisig 
laatter  41iat  is  driven  down  the  Falli^^  is  atliPi^i^^d^ 
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i*Ttiri&  thd  Tmb6g&  af  Ifaaji  «ni]^e  vwtM,  wboi^  it 
fimpBefttfy  rmmam  icar'mtwtl  dtays^  twisted  itbont 
by  vVery  ria^id  ^^rofatfon  of  tl*  whirl^I^  «iitil^ 
ttpjmfently  hy  tnerv  efaAnwi^  iiiii  viirftatly  exiled 
frbm  tfa»  e^ttreoia  Ver^e,  oris  drawti  out  by  the 
imp^Umiiij  of  tM  cbnttodittp  cormt*  It  diten 
£ram  nmny  4Aer  MPiiirlpaoky  m  po^mamg  nona  of 
tbat  i^orfaang  p^ywdr  which  is  genemUy  folt  <lt 
tbienr  GHitl*es« 

'  Atetw  yedin  s|^o,  a  ftitish  Aoldi^r^  vtididned  at 
Qheen8l)owYi>  \refil  to  aee  the  Whirlfkiol :  Severai" 
of  fail  regimental  l^dmrades,  awt  a  few  dther  per^ 
sons,  aeootapaiiied  faila  oa  the  eixeuntiott^  In  tfao 
ooarse  6i  eoavel*]9atron  on  the  sabjeot^  one  of  the 
Canadfam  expressed  Im  odnviotiim  of  theimponi^ 
bflity  <^  aay  Isan's  sailing  aeross  the  basiii  Without 
being  driven  along  by  the  e^urrent  of  the  trenendoatf 
vtrrtex^  The  soldier  heard  the  remark^  and  Heenedr 
rather  MeptioaI^--pcobaUy  ^iappottog,  that  it  warn 
if>oken  for  the  pafpose  of  iinilosing  mi  his  Enf^iife 
erediility;by  aA^ndeavdOrto  nlake  the  phenouaraiti 
ilppear  ifkpre  marvrelloiU^  When  he  had  fiiraoom 
time  attentively  surveyed  the  rivet*^  he  ofiered  ka 
wager  a  certain  saoi»  that  he  v^^^oatd  sail  terost  Hm 
hasiH  on  a  bare  pine-jdaak.  His  bet  Wm  ioimedw 
ately  takea»  and  a  plank  prepared  for  his  embark^ 
action.  Like  a  true  sOn  oi  Neptunis^  disdaining  all 
apprehensions,  he  proeeeded  down  the  banks  ^ifie 
the  plank  on  his  shoidder,  and  a  paddle  fai  Ua 
hand ;  and^  on  approaching  the  edge  of  the  •  water , 
eynbarked  with  a  hearty  ohew  from  his 
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Si  ^WkMio^  of  mmej^i  h»  ^ma  jiwriedr.MMtQr 
titt*  imddk^  fi€^  the-  rag^tni^  Ikaaim  being  ecitiiipfAW^ ,  %  > 

tlie'^^aMiiMd  tbk0  tile  •r^dreifiBuitiof  iM  VMili'^ 
poA^.     H»  uied^  tiie  moft  staieYittQUft  e^oejrtibiMi  ^ 
regain  tW  e<Hif se  of  tlte  ri'veiv  l)tti  witheutl  bejpgr 
aMe  to  Bfket  bi»  puirpcxie^   :Ai  len^lil^  tqcmvi^^fl 
of  tke  oMeFifliiKiMibilUE^  o£  saving  ^imijslfrb^  l^jE^t^' 
to  cry  otxi  k^dly  to  hi»  eomradtoft  fw  .wsis^Q^i/ 
Rope»  wei*o  ppoctured  with  the  ntmoik  dj^patjeh  ;t 
hAy  before  tbey  (mold  be  propi^riy  arr&i^^  fdt^r 
efeeti^  b}»  f^oeue,  be  hod  bMOiwt  t(Q,completejt(^ 
▼ertigbiottfr  Aod  iBebriated  by  ibe^  ti?birluiig  i»oti4M9tj^ 
as  scarcely  to  be  able  to  prweyivQ  hi^  e<|ui}ibriu0i  ftii- 
his  frail  seat^  which,  though  of  grea;t  limgtbk  W^ 
twisted  rottiid  as  m^dly  aa  tbe  nadti  i»npQiimiP$ 
8  larg^  waler-tWbeeU    Fire  miNtiiitea'  l^ngeir  dc^lfu^^ 
OS  tbe  pttrl  of  biaft^enda^  vaald  bave  o^nt  hJxm^» 
life;^  and  bis ,  naaM  would  then  bav^  ,beea|iiU39bOi}T^ 
lalised,  aa  tbat  ei  a  dasiQg  bull  imfoirtun^ic^  m^iri 
vidnaly  wbo  iiv«abteimlly  entitled,  ia  it3  9|o4  s§)^Qtt 
ngntfiotflioli^  to  the  epithet  of  ^^  aiL  expert^  oit^oun^. 
aavigator."    He  was,  howeirer,  speedily  eic^i^tj^, 
from  hie  very  dai^rous  situatioiii  and  hi#  a4y^f)?:. 
tore  serVM  ttow  as  It  beacon  to  wara  otb«l^  ^^^^r 
eagagiDg  in*  sack  a  baoardoiis  eBter|«i w. .  . .  ^ 

Tbe  FUb  of  West  Pfaonb^^rottgh,  .19  tbe.  Djstr^t^ 
of  Gore,  tboc^h  little,  bnowu,  vaok  aie^g.  4^, 
greatest  ouriomties  of  Upper  C^iwla*  Tboy<  aren 
ntuatedina  retired  and  up£req«imted  pftrft  ofjthai 
ooittiiry^  itttbenajdst  ^^preeipitpiia  biUflf^Qvef^d 
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-with  their  native  fore8ts4  Bat  flinee  t1ie£?aBadia»* 
«i9ridom  talk  of  the  <carioiitiea  of  their  ooutftry,.  m^ 
even  appear  to  derive  the  leMt  *Mtbfaotion  from 
bearing  flttengers  ipeak.of  them  as  grand^  roman- 
tic,  and  ptctaregque^  it.  is  probable  that  tem^  if  any, 
preceding  wrrtens^  ever  heard  of  theae  Falls.  My 
£^te»tioB  WM  first  directed  to  them  by  Colonel 
Simons;  of  Che  Gore  Militia.  They  are  situated, 
within  half  a  mile  of 'each  6ther;  on.  two  small 
rivers  that  unite  a  little  beicw  the^  lower  Fall,  and| 
aafter  passing  through  the  village  of  Coote's  Para^ 
dise^  disembogue  themselves  into  Borliiigton  Bay.. 
These  Fails,  ^ve  not  yet  been  distinguished  by 
any  inore  particular  appellation,  than  those  of  the 
Great  and  Little  FalL 

The  Greiaft  or  principal  Fall  is  over  a  superin- 
cumbent rock,  between  whose  brow,  and  .the  bed 
<yf  the  river  which  it  ovwshadows,  is  a  distance  of. 
more  than  130  feeL    The  bottom  of  the  stream, 
that  receives  the  falling  waters,  is  composed  of  a 
ledge  of  broken  rooks,  whose  unequal  points,  split*^ 
ting  as  it  were  the  tremendous  sheetp  on.  their., 
descent,  produce  an  immense  mass  of  foam  and  a^ 
sort  of  boiling  agitation,  which  emits,  lat  intervals 
of  two  or  three  seconds^  immenM  columns  of  dense 
vapour.    Below  the  Fall,  the  river  runs  in  a  ser-^. 
pentine  course,  through  one  of  the  wildest  find 
most  gloomy  vallies  that  I  ever  beheld^ 

The  situation  of  the  Little  Fall  is  still  more 
romantic  than  the  other*  Until  you  arrive  within, 
two  or  three  yards  of  this  cataract,  it  ia^  impossijble, 
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to  ebtaln  even- the  mcNit  indidtinet  i^iew  of  it.  L6ud 
and  ^ppallkig  rounds  stril&e  the  ear,  8{dendid  rain- 
bows attract  the  eye ;  but  you  look  around  in  vain' 
for  the  concealed  oaqse^  and  cannot  discover  the 
place  from  which  tiiey  proceed.  You  muM,  in 
fact,  attain  the  very  brink  of  the  precipice^  before 
yott  can  perceive  a  single  gleam  of  the  descending, 
torrents :  And  even  that  is  difficult ;  for  the  pass*- 
age  to  its  edge  is  rendered  almost  impervious  both 
to  force  wolA  sight,  by  the  abundance  of  underwood^ 
and  the  number  of  prodigious  trees  whose  over* 
hanging  boughs  are  partially  immersed  in  the  rolling 
current,  imd  betray  their  impotence  in  attempting; 
id  resist  its  impetuous  fury« 

.  Befpreits.arrival  at  the  Falls,  the  brook,  or  small: 
river,  flows  gently  along  a  narrow  channel  wom^, 
in  the  extended  summit  of  a  rocky  hill,  which  is 
elevated  200  feet  above  the  subjacent  country.  In: 
consequence  of  this  peculiarity,  the  hill,  when 
viewed,  at  a  certain  distance  below  the  Falls,  pre* 
sents  the  appearance  of  having  been  split  asunder> 
and- <5ompletely  separated  from  the  surrounding. 
parts  of  the  landscape,  by  some  violent  convulsion 
ef  nature.  The  opening,  or  valley,  exhibits  anr 
exceedingly  terrific  aspect*  Immense  trees,  torn 
«p  by  the  roots,  and  huge  fragments  of  rocks  which 
appear  to  have  wandered:  by  some  means  from* 
their  original  destination,  lie  in  mingled  confdsioii: 
on  its  sides,  as  if  reserved  to  hurl  destruction  on; 
4K>me  future  navigator  of  the  interfluent  stream 
Jkilow*    This  Fall,  though  formed  by  a  less  col- 
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lection  of  Patera  iheok  \h6  othUt^  AtM^Jk^trom  a 
more  lof^y  elevation  r  For  there  »  a;  d&tanoe  of 
UO  feet  between  the  e^ge  of  the  rook  o^rer  whiob 
the  v/Atet  pottm,  and  the  bed'  of  the  firw  below. 
In  Winter,  these  Ffdk  appear  gtill  grander  and 
more  imposing^  than  id  Summen  The  spray,  m 
ite  upward  flighty  b^^comea  frozen  into  icfdes,  wfaiek 
are  as  eleftr  and  transparent  ae  eryital ;  and  the 
surrounding  trees,  gorgeously  apparelled  hi  white,, 
bend  under  the  weight  of  their  hoary  looks  aiid 
pendent  conorations,  which  reaeh  from  thehr  sum* 
mils  to  the  surface  of  the  wafter,  and  are  ooeaao»» 
idly  waved  to  and  fro  by  the  contending  currently 
of  air,  to  the  instant  deslruoilon  of  many  of  their> 
branches,  ibM  snap,  Irke  brittle  glass«  wbeis  in  this 
lAate  of  congelation. 

Within  half  a  mile  of  theee  Falls,  aAdf  Mtoafed* 
in  a  valley  between  Flambro%  West,  and  Anoaster^ 
there  is  a  mineral  spring,  the  Waters  of  whici^  «□» 
so  strongly  Impregnated  with  a  solotiom  of  brmi<^ 
atone,  that  the  woods,  for  a  coniliderabie  disitaaeir. 
Aroand,  are  scented  wHh  its  odoUr^  CaCtte  of  M 
hinds  are  so  fond  of  thhi  Water,  that  they  iB0tinet<* 
ively  come,  from  places  several  miles  remolie,  foi^ 
the  purpose  of  drinking  it. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Long  Point,  there  is  anothel< 
spring  of  a  simitar  description.  The  waiter  i* 
iftronger;  and  the  etones  which  surroaod  it,  are 
itacrnsted  with  pure  sulphur. 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  ie 
a  still  more  curious  spring.     It  emRs  sulphurated 
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iiydmgM  gus  no  pur^^  that,  by  ttie  applfcation  of 
atorch)  it  will  instantly  i^ite«  It  is  visited  by 
Aakiy  pertonsj  ii^ho  are  desirous  of  witnessihg  its 
inSammable  properties ;  but  I  hav^  not  heard,  that 
toy  attempts  hate  been  made  to  analyze  it^  by 
^alienien  {Possessed  of  the  requisite  chemical 
attainments.  The  waters  are,  however^  said  to 
be  very  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  cutaneous  dis« 
o^derSi 

A  mote  reitiarkable  spring  thail  any  of  those' 
Whfeh  Ihbve  now  enumerated,  has  been  discovered 
ih  the  middle  of  the  River  Thames,  not  fai*  from 
Delaware.     FVom  tbis  curious  spring,  or  rather 
from  the  surface  of  the  river  imokediately  over  it, 
HBVeral  quarts  of  mineral  oil  may  daily  be  collected. ' 
It  has  a  very  disagreeable  smell,  and  a  great  sitni* 
llifity  in  colour  to  Brithth  Oils.  It  is  considered,  by ' 
fhose  who  have  tried  it^  to  be  an  effectual  remedy 
for  the  rheumatism.     It  is  applied  both  internally 
*td  eitemally;  and,  though  often  administered 
tery  incautiously  and   immoderately,   has   never 
been  known  to  produce  any  injurious  consequences.' 

Raline  spfingte  abound  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  Upper  Province;  but  only  a  very  few  have 
hitherto  been  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  salt. 
The  Canadians  prefer  purchasing  this  necessary 
article  fSrom  the  Americans,  to  manufacturing  it 
for  themselves.  "  Want  of  capital"  is  said  to  be 
the  cause  of  this  teluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
Canadians;  but  I  very  much  doubt  it,  although  I 
am  \^\V  aware  that  in  con^mencing  a  manufactory 
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«f  salt  oit  an  exteB8iv&  scale,  which  alone  coald- 
conld  make  it  of  public  utility  asr  well  as  an  ade  , 
quate  source  of  private  emolumenty  a  considerable 
jDapital  would  be  required.  The  few  persons,  how-, 
ever,  who  are  possessed  of  a  sum  sufficient  for  such, 
an  undertaking,  invariably  employ  it  in  other  lines, 
of  commerce,  which  are  likely  to  yield  them  a 
^eater  and  more  immediate^  though  not  a  more 
certain  profit.  Individuals  in  most  countries,, 
acting  as  if  they  were  not  members  of  a  collective 
body,  consult  only  their  own  interests  without  regurd 
to  that  of  the  community.  But  Canada  has  beea^ 
more  unfortunate  in  this  respect  than  its  neighbours;: 
for  it  has  not  yet  given  birth  to  a  body  of  puUic* 
spirited  persons.  The  Provincial  Government  of 
Upper  Canada,  apparently  unconcerned  about  the 
colonists  on  every  jpoint,  excepting '  that  of  their 
settlement  and  the  clearance  of  their  lots,  deigns, 
not  to  lend  its  aid  or  to  shed  the  light  of  its  coun-» 
tenance  on  any  plans  that  have  for  their  object  tfae^ 
benefit  and  future  exaltation  of  the  provyice  as  a 
British  dependency.  If  the  Lieutenant  Qovemour. 
and  Council  receive  fifty  dollars,  from  every  un- 
fortunate emigrant  who  comes  to  obtain  100  acres 
land, — which  he  was  taught  to  believe  his  Majesty 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  grant  him,-^tfaey' 
will  sleep  as  soundly,  and  eat  with  as  good  au. 
appetite,  as  if  the  Province  under  th^ir  admnus^i^ 
tration,  instead  of  falling  into  a  state  of  absolute 
insolvency,  were  about  to  rival  ttie^  parent  Country 
in  arts,  agriculttif  e  ttnd  manufactures*    Wlttle  the 
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.mhabiiantaof' the  United  States^  alive  aa  well. to 
Iheir/own  private  interests  as  to  those  of  the  rejiub*- 
lie.of  which  they  form  a  oonetituent.  portion,  are 
iexerting  every  nerve  for  the  internal  improvement 
4>f  the  UnioQ^  aiul  employipgall  means  in  theb  power 
to  render  themselves^  as  far.  aa  they  praotieally  can, 
independent  of  other  natioA^^r-^the  people  of  Upper 
.Canada,  with  a. country  much  more  favoured  1;>y 
nature,  totally  disregard  eyefy  measnre  which 
naight  have  a  tendency  46  render  it  ^an  equally 
desirable  asylum  as  well  for  thie  unfortunate,  as  for 
the.  enterprizing* 

-    During. the  late  war^  between  Great  ^Britain  and 

4he  United  States,  sieilt  sold  in  Canada. for  no  less:a 

mim  than  fifty  dollars,  per  barrel,  or  fifteen  shillings 

per  jitone ;  and  should  another  war  take  place,  the 

Canadians  in  aH  probability  would  be  compelled 

4o  purchase  it  at  a  morci  extravagant  price : .  For 

•the  population  of  the  two  provinces  is  now  nearly 

double  what  it  then  was;    and  the  quantity  of 

salt  At  this  day  manufiictured,  i»  little,  more  than 

itwasinl81)»  ,  , 

•    From  the  line  of  conduct,  pursued  by  the  Hou9e 

,of  Assembly  of  Upper  Canadia,  in  isome  instanceii, 

it  wpjild  appwr,4hat  they  are  not  only  resolved 

:topromot3p  no  measure  for  the  .good  of  the  colony, 

but  also  to  oounteraot  any  exertions  which  may  be 

-made  .by. private  individiials  for  the.  advancemvCnt 

iof;  its  interests.  .  Mr»  jVterrit.  pf  the  TwelverMile- 

^Creek  near  Nii^ara,  some,  ypars  agq  discpvered  a 

iSaltHiprjng  on. ^9  esjate,.  and  alt|ioiigh  possessed 
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only  of  a  small  oupital^  he  Mtabliidied  vofks  upon  a 
oonrMponding  sealo;  In  a  ihort  timf  ho  foumA 
lum^elf  able  to  make  about  ^fky  itones  of  tali  psr 
diem  f  bu^^  being  oonfident  that  his  spsings  would 
afibrd  a  sufficient  supply  of  w^ter  to  luake  a  mueh 
greater  quantity,  he  appUed  to  the  Legnlature  for 
asifii|tanee.  At  that  time,  American^maaufaof UMd 
salt  paid  a  duty  of  five  shillings  per  bushel ;  but  in 
a  short  time  afterwards,  for  tte  spepfa^  anopMrogitr 
p^BtU  of  Mr.  Merrit  and  all  other  enterprising  nica, 
the  Legislature  in  its  wisdom  reduced  the  duty  on 
imported  salt  to  three  shillings  and  nine  penoe  I 

In  the  last  Bession  of  the  Provincial  Parlia^ 
ment,  a  bill  was  introduced  by  one  of  the  mamf^ 
hen,  (Mr^  Wilson  of  Wen^orth,)  the  objeot  of 
which  was  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  salt  iip 
Upper  Canada.  Preyious  to  the  introduction  of 
this  Bill,  tl^e  sense  of  the  House  was  taken  re8p^«t>* 
ing  the  expediency  of  encouraging  this  a^uni^ 
facture ;  and,  if  I  mistftke  not,  it  was  unanimously 
resolved,  that  such  encouragement  ought  to  be 
extended.  Yet, — strange  inconsistency  !-^the  very 
same  gentlemen  who^  a  few  hours  before,  had  so  tea- 
.4lily  agreed  to  the  necessity  of  doing  this,  refosM, 
when  the  formal  propoi^ition  came  befpr^  them,  to 
vote  the  sum  of  jglOOO  for  the  promotion  of  an 
<dbject  so  desirable!  Jt  was  proposed  by  the 
mover  of  the  Bill,  that,  in  the  event  of  their 
voting  the  sum  already  specified,  a  elause  should  be 
inserted  iq  it  to  provide  for  the  money  being  loaned, 
mitkout  pni^it^tj  in  sums  not  ozceeding  £1^,  to 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


Of  BAhV.  98|( 

4»h  peiM*0  M,  on  inipUu^B^  «^p)iflifliicm,  could  fNno- 
4vice  fi$liii4fiiotwy  o^idcp^e,  tha^t  they  wwe  i^  U10 
fOfpcAsioii  cf  ft  i««(I|MpiWg  fipiffidmiltly  extenriive  to 
viq^ljr  «.Mim«|S»ojtory»  Adequfite  ^aeurity  vQiii4 
^  be  lyaquirM  for  Ui»  rc^pay^^f nt  pf  tb#  loan 
.wUhin  &¥#  yeai|g.  It  was  further  a^gued^  th^tjt 
evea  Ihb  s^ciaU  isu^  would  owhle  ^n  aetiy^  and 
iodnflti'ioHa  man  jto  oomBneaoe  a  ipaBi^iCaetory  oi 
this  n^We,  jc^iith  r«ia4|Qnq.ble  prospeots  qf  fneeea^ ; 
^Boe  every  .noo^wiary  artic^^  fi^eejpjting  boilera^ 
coold  he  pitQcmr^  without  oa$k,  and  tb»  Jupad  of 
£150  would  furnish  a  sufficient  number  of  thesp 
ntansib  for  a  in^d^raie  eon^^irn.  i  ^as  <a^  th^  ibar 
of  the  i|[Quiia,  rat  the  time -when  this  q«e«tiioa  ww 
debated ;  and  was  much  surprised  to  ;hear  ^knosjt 
^every  one  of  the  Gorernment-members  oppose  the 
'Billy  Wjiith  aU  the  aloqiuei^ce  which  f^y  $fiyerfi\lY 
jXMisessed.  It  lias  been  cqimput^d,  that  the  people 
of Clfinfida  apnufJly  jpi^  %q  the  Republican  lAmeri- 
cans  ^ippard^  of  lOO^OQO  doUars  in  specie  for  saftt 
alone,  -navery  shiUing  of  which  might  be  kept  ip 
ibe  Proyipoe ;  where  it  is  jpnow  needful,  I  bplj^vp.^ 
.th^  in  any  othc^r  paint  of  the  World. 

•S^t  4s  at  preseiut  manufactured^  ot^  a  sma^l  fcde, 
at  die  twDlve^  fift^ien,  .m)d  t^ir;ty  M^i^  Crefikfi 
jvear  JCf  iagara :  fi,t  Salt  F^f^,  4nd  Baflt^ ;  #it  the 
jHe^dof  L^  Q9^i;ip9  la^d  .**  jthi?  3?ay  i?!'  Quints 
iu  th^  Midland  Sticftri^t.  Bpt  t^  q«^ljty  madi^ 
at  #tt  ijbose  pl^es  ia  w  tT^flmfc  >t^ftt,  vere  th^ 
An}<V9i<^QA^  to  lay  an  epdiargp  upp^  thi^  arj^e^  it 
would  rise  500  per  cent,  jjfi^fifjk^^  wJLtj|;Hn  a  cnnglp 
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matter,  is,  by  faprj^^  j^  ^.  in  tl««r  jq^^^ 

,,tfr^y,«w  9^t?«^»»i?i  ^eqs^^  '»»pply ;  \^ :  *M>h^ 

Jfh?y,pl•eJ[e^^el{a^y  9l{ljge4  Ipyerfi^atea'^)!^  W^y 
.the^^pe^ce,qf.fe9;ifing.rw .jo.ot. so  freat  f s *|p|jr(|j|5 
'inM»giu?4. .  WHh  .^^fd^ijUl.jor  faug»  i«^f  JiboDta^ 
jnohe^  in  diaj(aet€|^^  ,^breai](ien  ivill^rp,  tiint|u|j^l^ 
lipie-itpqe  rocl^y  adpptk  pf  upwasd?  of  fiv«  f^#4/ia 
'ad^y* ;   r  •         ^-^    ':  ..\  '^  •  .  .-| 

;f  ji^X^®^'^^  PF  Stiij^e  pf  Limey  jmbpfii  i^^%e|f0 
liaJ^paKta  of  the  Upper  Proyiilfe^  par|K|Di||a%.i| 
;iibq  Qwd  Riyer  Ouse.  AUbongjfr^tiic^^s.Hot  aM 
Jipup;]!^  tp  the  improyemeat  of  thoee^w^ls^^qpof^i^wliwl 
•  ip  }f^ .  >P^^^  ^  manure,,  being  ^  n  Feryf  eyft^^aoMI^ 
(^^tjuref— ^et  it  ^  gives  additional  luxwiaaic^d  MHi 
jTj^ighJ.tp  a  fingle  ^crop  of  giwi%.jMi^w»>#f*fr  rtefcw 
fb^n^  ajypJte^.^  The  only  sqilff,  boMjeyw  cUfefl^fcifik 
jjt^/cun^  ibe  lea«t  ff0i^icei»bjft,>|wM^^ 

.of  9f  ]|jgbt  land  fnndy  description.  .  4  tttOT  VmM 
^qvantity  is  deemed  sqi^cient  feir .an  apre,  wip#fi  j^ 
j^rly  distributed.  ^  If  intendf^  ^  matuijrfl^-rf^ril 
piaiz^-^rop,  'about  ^./wipe^^^i  fat)  0f  }^,*Jvip||f 
ground,  is  thrown  in  with  ihe^seed  j  fndjf  }iw4  (# 
laiid>  tW  is  to  be  appropriated  to  a  wbfipj^fiippgi^ 
ia«>wn  witbthejgraiii  in  l»rfpd  cqjsilr:ffiu^^Q0^i§9 
.  bushels  being pc^derctdqaitfr ^mffikucp^  fv^tim  IMB^ 
Bedfof  M^aii^  ]^ipe*pclay,  ^and  Spa^ifh '^(il^^> 
have  ako  been  discovered^  a  1  ' 
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Buek-LiftAD  and  YniLoir*»oc«itE  are  foimd'  oif 
the  A»$$  of  tlie  Oananoqoi  Lake^  and  in  iome 
MIm  pwto  of  the  Upper  pYovinoe. 

laejf^  One  in  exceedingly  plentiful  in  various 
Diltriots:  It  is  of  the  kind  called  ''Shot-ore." 
Iff  Upper  Canada,  however,  there  are  only  two 
Iron  ofT  Metal  Foandries,--one  in  the  neighbour- 
fcodd  of  Long  Point,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie^ 
--and  the  other  in  the  township  of  Marmora,  Mid** 
land  District.  The  former,  which  is  now  in  exten* 
nve  operation,  has  been  established  by  a  small  com- 
pany of  Americans  from  the  State  of  New  York ; 
the  latter  belongs  to  Mr.  Charles  Hayes,  of  the 
house  of  W.  and  R.  Hayes,  in  Bridge-street,  Dub- 
lia.  How  far  these  enterprising  gentlemen  may 
iooceed  in  money-making,  remains  yet  to  be 
proved !  If  the  difficulty  of  procuring  labour  were 
Mt  so  great,  and  the  price  of  it  not  so  high,  I  should 
entertain  no  doubt  of  their  ultimate  success.  But 
b  a  eoHntry,  where  the  commonest  labourer  will 
Mi  work  at  a  manufactory  of  this  nature  for  less 
Una  £40  per  annum,  beside  his  board  and  lodg- 
ing, the  prospect  of  emolument  to  the  adventurer 
11  very  dubious.  One  thing,  however,  is  certain ; 
if  any  kind  of  manufactory  succeeds  in  Canada, 
H  nrait  be  this.  Potash-kettles^  stoves,  sugar- 
kders^  and,  in  fact,  every  article  of  wrought  or 
east  iron,  are  in  gr^t  request.  The  only  question 
ttmt  renftains  to  be  answered,  is,  '^  Cannot  the  mer- 
^  eliaafta  who  import  these  articles  from  Europe, 

V«L.  I.  Z 
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^  afford  them  at  as  low  a  rate  as  those  who  maAa- 
^^  faotare  them  in  Canada  ?"  To  throw  some  light 
upon  this  subject^  I  shall  just  mention  the  prices 
of  saoh  articles  at  Niagara,  which  is  nearly  SOO 
miles  higher  up  the  country  than  Mr.  Sayes's 
Foundry :  Cast  metal  of  every  description  sells  by 
retail  at  four  pence  per  pound : — English  Imr  iron^ 
at  twenty  shillings  per  hundred  weight: — ^And 
steely  at  fix  pence  per  pound. 
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BODY— M£TEOROLOOICAL  T^^f^^Dff^Whr^iAVAPIU  ^O^jf^f^ 
AND  OTHER  ATMOSPHERICAI.  PHENO^ENA^ 

As  the  great  difference  l>etween  the  climate  of  the 
Canadas,  and  that  of  those  countries  which  lie 
under  a  similar  latitude  in  Europe,  haa  afforded 
matter  for  much  philosophical  speculation  to  many 
ingenious  persons,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  accoutit 
for  the  phenomenon;  for,  after  all  that  has  beea 
written  on  the  subject,  the;  cAuse  of  this  difference 
seems  to  have  eluded  the  most  diligent  atfd  j^o* 
foond  researches.  Many  writers  attribute  the  %eye^ 
rity  of  the  Winter  climate  to  the  astonishing  p^er 
valence  of  North  West  winds,  and  it>  th,e  amazing 
extent  of  the  lakes  which  cover  so  great  a  portioi^ 
of  the  Upper  Province.  That  the  severity  of  the 
weather  in  Winter  cannot  with  any  propriety  b^ 
attributed  to  the  influence  of  the  lakes,  will  appear 
evident  to  every  man  who  reflects,  that  the  shores 
of  these  great  inhnd  aeas  enjoy  a  much  milder 
climate  than  any  other  part  of  the  country  on  the 
same  parallels  of  latitude,  however  remotely  situ- 
ated from  them.     Peach-trees  thrive   well,   and 

z2 
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brlfijg'tfcef  r  huit  16  great  perfection  along  the  Nortli 
Weartem  exiremsty  of  Lake  Ontario,  in  lati  43  deg. 
3&iikin.>  and  along  the  Northern  side  of  Lake  EiTie ; 
and  yet,  at  the  «hort  distance  of  thirty-^five  tnilef 
from  tite  latter  pkee,  and  in  lat,  42  deg.  SO  min.,  this 
frait  oatinot  be  cultivated  without  the  aid  of  green* 
bda0ed.  I  have  frequently  seen  the  snow  three 
£^«in  depth,  a  degveei  South  of  the  Northern  gfaer^si 
cf  *  liaka  Ontlil'io ;  while,  at  the  same  time^  it  di4 
not  e&ceed  six  inohes  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
that  Lake* 

'  AH  ihe  afgumeniMs  which  have  been,  hitbprto 
broullght  f oiRwaif d  in  support  of  jthe  various  theories 
iilventedte  account  for  the  peculiar  severity  of  the 
]^cirth  Ameriisani  climate^  in  coinparisan  w;ith  th^lf 
M'*Bun>pean  countries  under  cprresponding. ]ali<' 
tiidds,  appear  so  contradictory  to  eaich  other^  aii[d 
ito  li^le  to  riBfutation,  or  at  least  to  oligeetion^  tiint 
t>  shall  eonteot  myself  with  a  simple  narrativ/e  9i 
taiUs^  'fro^  whieh  you  may  deduoe  at  your  leimtfi 
wteitever  eonduskms  appear,  to  your  mora  ,<^a|aT 
prehensive  mind,  consistent  at  once  with  reaAOi^ 
and  pfailoaophy. 

'  One  remark,  however,  may  be  admitted,  before 
this  subject  is  entirely  dismissed.  No  man  of  re^ 
flection  can  entertain  any  doubt,  that  the  weather 
in  all  this  elevat^Nl- region  will  be  materially  altera4> 
when  the  oouniiy  is  better  cleared ;  and  that  ti}js 
amelioration  of  cliihate  will  proceed  gradii^Dy, 
almost  in  the. exact  ratio  of  the  progress  madf  by 
ihi  airtaof  oivilitation.    Nearly  nineteen-iiif^ntiethfK 
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of  the  lands  in  Uppef  Canoda  «re1axiii!iattt,ft>pf»to^ 
and  in  an  unoleared  condition ;  and  thoso  alqnq  who^ 
We  had  an  opportonity  of  ohaervwg  with.atieiK 
tion  the  salutary  change  prodaeed  on  the  cemainfaig. 
twentieth  part^  after  it  liaa  hald  eome  culture  bestomm^ 
upon  it,  are  capable  of  {ormmgma  adequate  jndgm^K^ 
aboat  the  grand  effect)  which  may  QbnfidMtljn 
be  expected  as  soon  as  the  whole  shall  be  ideanddu 
I  will  not  now  particularly  allude  to  the  alteration 
perceptible  on  all  large  clearances  that  are  under 
skilful  management, — ^such  as  the  diminution  of 
vermin  and  of  poisonous  insects,— ^the  disappearance 
of  large  marshes, — the  superior  bulk  attaineii  b^ 
all  vegetable  productions,  whercTer  the  sun  ieid-f 
lowed  the  unreatricted  exercise  of  his  vivifyjii^ 
infliience,---and  the  visible  increase  of  eomfoM 
ezpeiienced  by  the  settler,  his  family,  and  ^^Um 
cattle  that  is  within  his  gate,"  during  the  de^th  of 
Winter,  and  the  extreme  heats  of  Summer,  in  all 
situations  in  which  the  forests  are  compelled  by  thd 
efforts  of  human  industry  to  retreat  from  the  isoi^ 
proving  settlement.  These  immediate  good  edBbety 
of  culture,  as  well  as  many  others  which  might  .jke 
particularized,  are  very  apparent  in  all  the  cleared 
parts  of  Lower  Canada.  But  they  may  be  seen  in 
greater  perfection,  though  on  a  smaller  scale,  in  iil» 
newly-formed  settlements  of  the  Upper  ProV^incn, 
which  is  a  higher  and  more  Southerly .  rsgjkm- 
That  this  anticipated  amelioration  of  clitnabe 
is  not  merely  hypothetical,  may  be  proved 
from  the    single   circumstance   of  the   complete 
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(jteaiecaiion  of  <aMay  ^^  creeks'^  tur » riiT^uletar^  wUch 
form^ly    peured    their    tripplbg    steeUMi   Juto. 
aoiB0.  contiguous  Uke^  or  riTer^  Init:  wfaieh  luote 
eotir^lj  diAippeared^sinde  t^critraesinilHiErtyiomity 
hayo.  bMb;f«Ued4    Of  stniiBffi  thuftiirJeii  ap,  wfam 
tkejtt  obi^f  domroffl  weore  okt  ofl^  I  4utye  known- 
sevi^ral  iostanofitidiiiiibe  olewrmg  of  itJmt  eltenaim! 
U:m»t  >  mlltfd  tJie .  ^^  (Talbot.  Settlenuant ;''    and  siudi 
inatanoM.  are '£uniliar.  toyall.periK»ia  wboAi^e^imi-* 
Qutaly  aoquainted  witb  Aiiteriean  agricultujre^^and 
"Mka  bAve  ezamiiickl  smue  of  its  mnUifajcious  ri»MtU 
i%/liffei:ent  attuations^  Natural  pbilosopfaf9ra.']«)JcHfan 
uarof  ibe  yastpowwawfaiehirees  on  ^he  OldOtai- 
tinaat  pcBseas^  in/conifibuting  to;the  moiatura  oIj 
tbe  surfoanding  ^  eouzttry : « Bat  hiofw  maob  greater' 
liiuat  tbeso:  affeotsbein  Amerioa where  tbewondaifid 
proc^sa  of  distiUation  anid  irrigation  is  in  ^wfttbt 
enestfip^^  bymeanaof  nulUona  of  large  trees^  .inrfaose. 
topsi  tower  to  &  height  .of  two  .handred  iee>t  abpv^ 
tbe  auffitoe  of  tha  earths  ;-T-andihi^  too  in  a  rei^oa^i 
libe  Upper  •  Canada^  which  increases  in  eleyttiaiM 
tiie-fiisther  it  recedes  from  the  level o£  tha  'ocean. It 
These  stately  . living  coUimas  of    wood  aaatit.bi^/ 
pQwerfuLconduotoM  of  atmospheric  moiftore  ;^  aad^ 
when  their  tminks  are  out  duwn»  the  supply  oiE  mftl^t 
humility  is  a;t  once  destvoyed^ .  I  leave  othena  4<(>. 
trfuse-  the    consequences  of   ntnilar    renm^ha^^, 
qhangei)^  introduced 'by  tihe  arts  of  civiUaation.  tr[ 

,  .In  Lowear  Canada,  the  winter^  aets  in  about  ith^ 
SOtb^of  Qejtober^.  at  which  tiqtie  the.  snow  be|^p» 

— .  ('i  i.     , .'  '.     .......    ^   ..       ..>.,.■♦.» 
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to  bU^  and  continues  on  the  ground  until  about 
the  16th  of  April  following,  which  two  months,  ba 
I  have  stated  in  page  Si4,  are  the  most,  unpleasant 
for  tray^lers.  During  tibi»  period,  the  cold  i$ 
intense,. '  the  general  range  of  the  thermometer 
being  ttom  10  ftbove,  to  90  degrees  below  Zero. 
In  the  Upper  Province,  particularly  in  thp  Wes-' 
tern  parts,  the  winter  seldom  sets  in  till  the  middle 
of  December,  and  the  snow  usually  disappears 
about  the  latter  end  of  Mairch*  The  difierence  in 
climate  between  the  two  Provinces  is,  however, 
muoh  greater  in  the  duration  than  in  the  degree  of 
heat  or  cold.  In  Upper  Canada,  the  summers  are 
longer  and  equally  as  hot  as  those  of  the  Sister 
Province;  but  the  winters,  though  shorter,  are 
nearly  as  severe  in  proportion  to  their  continuance. 
The  cold  of  winter,  however  severe,  produces 
no  unfevourable  effects  on  the  human  constitution, 
except  sneh  as'  maybe  avoided  by  a  little  ^are; 
but  a  variety  of  diseases  are  often  engendered  in 
the^Upi^er  Province  by  the  oppressive  heat  of  Sunv- 
mer,  which  annually  lay  a  great  portion  of  the 
ifthabitants  prostrate  on  the  bed  of  sickness  for 
many  months.  Notwithstanding  this,  I  do  not 
ikink  the  climate  is  a  very  unfavourable  one.  Dis- 
eases of  a  contagious  emd  dangerous  description, 
are  little  known  in  the  country;  and,  I  believe, 
few  persons  object  to  either  Province  on  accbunt 
of  its  climate.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that  many 
fatal ' consequences  result  from  the  sharp, frosts; 
but  I  really  think,  that  nine  out  of  ten  of  those 
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persons  who  are  dangerously  frozen,  ba^e  only  to 
impute  their  misfortune  to  their  own  imprudence  or 
inattention.  If  a  man  becomes  so  much  intox- 
icated at  a  tavern,  as  on  his  return  home  to  be 
compelled  to  lie  down  and  fell  asleep  by  the  way, 
he  cannot,  with  any  propriety,  attribute  the  loss 
of  iis  legs  or  arms  to  the  severity  of  the  climate. 
it  is  true,  that  individuals  are  frequently  frozen 
while  soberly  pursuing  their  lawful  avocations ;  but 
I  have  seldom  seen  people  of  this  description  mate« 
rially  injured. 

There  is>  however,  a  young  man  now  sitting  by 
me,  who,  during  the  late  winter,  suffered  most 
.  acutely  from  the  intensity  of  the  frost.  Having 
been  commissioned  by  the  sub -sheriff  of  the  Home 
district  to  summon  some  persons  resident  in  the 
new  townships  North  of  York,  he  proceeded  6n  foot 
io  accomplish  his  mission.  Being  an  English  emi- 
grant and  having  resided  only  a  short  time  in  Ca** 
nada,  he  wasnot  well  acquainted  with  th6  Wo6ds^ 
and  missed  his  way  in  the  early  part  of  the  after- 
noon of  the  day  upon  which  he  commenced  the 
journey.  He  wandered  about  the  forest  until  the 
approach  of  night,  without  being  able  to  regain 
the  p^th ;  and  finding  his  feet  excessively  cold^  tie 
j|fat;^own  upon  a  log,  took  off  his  shoes  and  stock- 
ings, and  by, rubbing  his  feet  with  snow^  soon  re^ 
stored  the  blood  to  its  accustomed  circulation^ '  'As 
the  shoes  and  stockings  were  wet*  when  fae  took 
them  off/  they  became  so  completely  f^rossen  that 
he  could 'not  put  them  on  again.    Kjiowin^  it  to 
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S^f^xe^v^gi^dia  the  dr§ailf pt i^eces^  tr^ye^mfif 

,;t|i(jp,fliq.^^inantled  wild^r^s3:with.feftt  uhcpvere^. 

Jpli»^f^pfi}y^  XiCiGedas^^^  say,  that,  when  uupro- 

%9f^t^d.hy  covering  ofaiijr  sort,  they  became  almost 

instantaneously  frozen.     After   havipg  wandered 

yS^jb^ii^.  .^he  :^oods  all  night,  he  met  a  man  i^.  the 

:i^^rn}ng  who  took  him  to  a  settlement,  arid  who 

^^^(pl^^unately  recon^mencied  him  to  put  his  feet  into 

,jffff^^yiy^UdXiin  order  to  expel  the  froaf.     Ete  tried, 

,ji^ii^,^i^pe4ient,  the  most  dreadful  and  mistalceri  one 

t<fftlf<^^'*  he  could  ha^e -possibly  resorted.     It  pro- 

/^PIp^^suQh  exci'uciating  pain,  that  he  soon  fellin'io 

.^8^jOon;i  fijoni  which  he  did  not  perfectly  recover 

%lf9o9JS^^f^4  j^ofty  hours;  at  the  expiration  dflhat 

•iJ^J?'  ftfltt^^ificatiw  had  taken  place,  .\^ich  termi- 

.3^tgjjl^i^^i^t]ii9,lossQf  ^  ', 

'jrf )  T?fM^®-^  *^?  r®*^  difference  of  climaie  in  the  two: 

j,-^OTip9es,  I  append  to  these  remark^^he  following 

.  ,|3o|iw^RiyTiyE  ViEW^'!being^  thj5  9u|)slance  bf  tVo 

^^)^Uite<^rplogical .  Jqi^  for  twelve  montH^;' lie 

jme  kgpt  in  /Upper  Canadft,'  iat*  ,4^  d^g^V  ani^  the 

other  in  tower  Canada,  lal.  45  Aez*  *   ^  ''  - '! ' 
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COMPARATIVE  VDBW  OF  THE 


UPPER  CANADA. 
18S0. 


3 
4 
5 
6 


JANUARY. 

7    1    6 

^    A.Mip.M.P.M. 

i  10  ~  14 

9    6^ 

^4»  U  15 

14  22  11 

6  26  12 

8  1.%  16 

6  16  IB 

^  16  28  26 

.9  28  27  22 

1ft  16  28  15 

11  12  28  22 

12  21  51  24 
is  22  28  18 
14    6  ii  14 

«^6  W  1 
8  21  8 
8  15  8 
5  18  14 
id  16  26  2d 
dO  10  23  19 
n  16  25  20 
5»  *-  82  08 
98  24  II  2 
24^0*^11^6 
25  *7  10  9 
i6    9  22  d4 

27  32  40  29 

28  26  34  29 
i9  10  35  33 

30  35  48  33 

31  43  48  45 


snow. 

dear. 

do. 

do« 

cloady:. 

dear.  - 

snow. 

sleet 

dear. 

doudy. 

do. 


FEBRUARY. 

7    16 

A.M.P.M.P.M. 

1  SI  85  28  dear. 

2  81  48  29  doL 

3  16  26  23  doudy« 

4  23  25  24  snow. 

5  &1  32  26  doudy. 

6  Z9  42  29  do. 

7  28  84  29  snow. 

8  26  81  28  dear. 

9  26  85  36  snow  and  ridn. 

10  32  40  »  dear. 

11  to  83  84t  rain. 

12  36  50  i-  doudy. 


do.  snow  at  night  13  81  40  -^  dear 


IS 

17 

18 


d6ar« 

do. 

snow. 

snow. 

doudy. 

snow. 

doudy. 

8n6w. 

diear. 

snow. 

dear. 

do. 

do. 

snow. 

doudy. 

dear,  raui  t*,lt. 

doudy. 

do. 


14  88  98  84  snow  dnd  itein. 

15  26  34  28  dear. 

16  26  31  28  snow. 

17  28  38  —  doudy. 

18  19  88  ^  dear. 

19  80  86  85  rain. 

20  38  42  80  doudy. 

21  26  38  81  dear. 

22  18  26  29  do. 

23  12  24  18  snow. 

24  26  22  17  doudy. 

25  li  80  28  dear. 

26  16  42  89  doudy. 

27  8  21  -^  dear. 

28  28  32  33  rain. 
$9  24  40  36  do. 


**  Below  Zero. 
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CIiIMATS  IN  BOTH  PR0Yim;S&  94T 

LO'V^R  CANADA. 
1880. 

JANVAUY.  FEBRUARY. 

7    16  7    16 

A.M.  rM.  P.M.  A.M,  9M.  P  J(. 

I  12  19  13  snow*  I  ^3  S6  3ft  dfisr. 

9  10  17  16  deiur.  2  29  40  29  do. 
8n7    5*12  do.  S  25  S3  14  do. 

4  <9  »1   <>8  dow  4  18  21  17  cloudjr. 

5  "9  —     Ixip.  5  10  15    9  snow. 

6  7  IS    6  do.  6  25  32  28  dear. 

7  5  14    9  do.  7  14  17  13  da 

8  15  23  14  do.  8  13  19  11  do. 

9  20  22  27  do.  9  10  21  I9  do. 

10  13  19  15  do.  10  13  17  14  do. 

II  911     8  doudy.  11  26  33  25  snow. 

12  8  10  12  dear.  *  12  23  27  21  dear. 

13  12  16  13  do.  13  27  30  I6  do. 

14  7  10    5  do.  14  16  19  15  do. 
15n0^*»lldo.  15  1121     8  doudy.    . 

16  2    7    3  doudy.  I6  <>5    7    3  dear. 

17  10  12    9  snow.  17  ^4  *>3  *«  da 

18  3    7    2  dear.  18^0  ''I  <>13  da 

19  10  21  15  do.  19*21  ""ll  ''23  do. 

20  9  16  13  doudy.  20  <%7  "^0  <^9  do. 

21  13  24  21  snow.  21  ^IS    2  11  doudy. 

22  7  10    3  dear.  22  •I     7    6  snow. 
23*»16  «5*^17da  23  10    0    8  dear. 
24»22n6'^S  do.  24    9  16    8  do. 
25*15  *»6*»10da  25  11  21  13  da 

26  3  18  27  do.  26  14  25  20  da 

27  29  33  29  doudy.  27    7  10    5  da 

28  26  31  22  snow.  28  ^    4  -7  doudy. 

29  7  14  28  dear.  29  **8  H    »5  do. 

30  14  81  29  do.  -^  _  -.  «. 

31  27  32  26  da  .».-.•. 

^  Below  Zera 
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848  COMPARATIVI:  VJSW  OF  THE 

UPPER  CANADA. 
18S0. 

MAnCH,  APRIL. 

7    16  7    16 

A.M.  P.M.  P.M.  ^  A.M.  P.M.  P.N. 

1  86  48  14  rain  at  night.  1  40  50  40  clear. 

8  24  40  52  clear.  2  48  56  53  do. 

8  31  34  —  do.  S  53  57  50  do. 

4  22  30  26  do.  4  60  63  51  do. 

5  8  18  12  do.  5  48  65  50  do. 

6  5  22  18  do.  6  59  65  58  rain. 

7  10  28  24  do.  7  63  69  62  clear. 

8  10  36  31  do.  8  64  69  65  do. 

9  26  42  84  do.  9  67  68  66  do. 

10  21  44  34  do.  rain  at  night.  10  40  44  40  cloudy. 

11  30  46    0  clear.  11  45  60  50  do. 

12  30  45  40  do.  12  60  65  67  clear. 

13  33  52  42  rain.  13  66  69  62  do. 

14  20  33  33  clear,  sleet  at  night.14  70  73  67  do. 

15  35  48  36  snow  and  thunder.  15  68  70  71  do. 

16  18  18  26  cloudy.  I6  69  72  63  do. 

17  8    4  14  clear.  17  59  66  60  rain. 

18  4  14    5  do.  18  60  73  66  clear. 

19  2  26  20  do.  19  66  71  60  do. 

20  21  28  32  snow  and  sleet.  20  58  73  6I  do. 

21  22  34  28  clear.  21  56  70  63  do. 

22  32  45  33  snow.  22  71  76  70  do. 

23  28  42  33  clear.  23  69  75  71  rain  at  night. 

24  36  47  37  rain.  24  66  70  65  cloudy. 

25  39  39  24  clear.  25  67  73  6S  clear. 

26  12  26  20  cloudy.  26  40  45  44  cloudy. 

27  8  i6  16  clear.  27  57  70  63  clear. 

28  14  30  ^8  do.  28  71  78  76  do. 

29  11  41  34  do,  29  72  79  70  do. 
SO  33  42  37  snow,  30  75  83  72  do. 
31  39  47  —clear.  ~  _ 
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LOWER  CANADA. 

.1820.  , 

MARCH.  APRIL. 

716  716 

A.M.  P.M.  P Jf .  A.M.  P.M.  P.M. 

1  20  36  SI  snow.  1  33  41  16  sjaow^ 

8  16  17  13  dear.  2  25  39  27  clear. 

3  •S    6  ^  do.  3  31  29  21  do. 

4  05  ">!  10  do..  4  14. 16  13  da 
5^15  02   ^S  da  5  27  41  29  da 

6  11  21  14  snow.  6  33  46  18  do. 

7  16  18  15  dear.  7  21  32  17  da 

8  7  21  28  da  8  10  I6    9  cloudy. 

9  21  30  36  da  9  26  41  25  dear. 

10  28  47  38  doudy.  10  33  46  29  do. 

11  13  17  16  clear.  11  40  50  40  da 

12  10  15     8  da  12  43  52  41  da 

13  ^5    6  H  do.  13  48  57  50  da 

14  ^r.  ^  *^6  do.  14  49  56  53  do. 

15  1     5     7  do.  "              15  48  59  61  do. 

16  10  17  18  doudy.  16  53  57  50  da 

17  9  13    5  clear.  17  60  63  51  da 

18  14  17  20  do.  18  48  65  51  do. 

19  3  21  18  da  19  60^  66  59  do. 

20  5  10    4  da  20  63  69  62  da 

21  16  21  27  do.  21  64  69  65  da 

22  ^  45  34  snow  and  sleet       22  67  68  66  do. 

23  26  29  21  dear.  23  40  45  41  doudy. 

24  32  41  28  do.  24  59  63  58  rain. 

25  16  28  14  do.     .  25  60  65  67  dear. 

26  13  20  11  do.  26  66  69  61  da 

27  5  10    7  doudy.  27  70  73  64  do. 

28  •13non7  dcjar.  28  68  70  65  da 
29^6*13  20  da  29  73  81  72  do. 
30ni  •5nO  do.  30  69  77  6S  jla 
31  *13  °3    7  da  

^  Bdow  Zero. 
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850  COMFARATFTE  YIBW  OF  TUB 

UPPER  CANADA. 

1880. 

*   / 

MAY.  JUNE. 

7     16  7     16 

A.M.  P.M.  F.M.  A.H.  P.M.  P.M. 

1  68  70  65  dear,  1  76  88  70  dear. 

S  49  69  56  dottdy.  ^  SO  89  73  do. 

3,55  73  61  dear.  3  77  85  71  do. 

4  48  69  55  rain  at  night  4  69  73  81  do. 

5  56  70  62  do.  5  76  —  75  do. 

6  69  73  68  do.  6  73  84  —  do. 

7  67  73  63  do.  7  69  80  72  do.     ' 

8  40  47  49  dottdy.  8  84  88  73  do. 

9  60  71  62  dear.  9  79  83  76  do. 

10  53  77  70  do.  10  76  88  81  do. 

11  70  75  64  do.  11  76  83  69  do. 

12  71  75  68  do.  12  80  88  77  do. 

13  79  84  76  do.  13  87  95  83  do. 

14  83  89  80  do.  14  80  89  86  rain  at  night 

15  85  87  80  do.  15  69  80  71  clemr. 

16  _  90  _  do.  16  65  72  62  do. 

17  77  89  80  rain  at  night  17  89  9S  71  do. 

18  76  82  70  dear.  18  82  90  81  do. 

19  67  76  70  do.  19  78  89  82  do. 

20  59  67  63  do.  20  83  87  85  do. 

21  49  57  55  do.  21  88  97  73  do- 

22  57  67  65  do.  22  77  88  T6  do. 

23  70  73  64  do.  23  —  70  —  do. 

24  88  92  77  do.  24  57  88  67  rain. 

25  74  85  79  do.  25  80  89  80  do. 

26  67  80  70  do.  26  75  88  79  do. 

27  82  90  80  do.  27  72  87  86  do. 

28  57  68  50  doudy.  28  89  9S  82  do. 

29  49  52  63  da  29  75  82  70  do. 
SO  74  81  70  dear.  30  70  80  70  do. 
31  73  80  70  do.  —_«•«, 
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CLIMATS  IN  BOTH  ntOTINCBS.  351 

LOWER  CANADA. 
18t0. 

MAY.  JUNE. 

7     16  7     16 

A.V.  9M.  P.M.  A.M .  P.M.  P.M. 

1  ft)  73  66  char.  I  80  S9  70  clear. 

2  66  71  60  do.  3  77  83  69  do. 

3  53  73  61  do.  3  60  66  61  do. 

4  49  69  56  do.  4  57  59  55  do. 

5  56  70  63  do.  5  70  80  77  do. 

6  71  76'  70  rain  all  night         6  76  88  81  rain  at  night. 

7  69  75  71  clear.  7  79  83  76  dear. 

8  66  70  65  do.  8  84  88  73  do. 

9  67  73  63  do.  9  69  80  72  do. 

10  40  45  44  cloudy.  10  73  84  —  do. 

11  30  47  49  da  11  76  —  75  da 

18  57  70  60  rain.  18  59  63  55  cloudy. 

13  70  75  63  dear.  16  78  88  75  dear. 

14  71  78  67  do.  14  79  87  78  do. 

15  79  83  76  do.  16  75  88  79  do. 

16  81  87  80  rain  at  nig^        16  80  89  80  do. 

17  86  89  80  dear.  17  —  88  76  do. 

18  77  88  79  da  18  57  88  69  do. 

19  76  82  73  da  19  69  77  73  da 
SO  50  57  55  doudy.  20  81  85  80  da 

21  66  73  69  dear.  21  78  89  80  da 

22  74  81  76  da  22  82  90  81  de. 

28  80  87  79  do,  23  85  89  72  rain  at  night. 

24  70  80  71  da  24  57  63  58  doudy. 

25  87  89  81  do.  25  63  71  62  clear. 

26  88  92  77  do.  26  69  80  73  do. 

27  70  73  64  doudy.  27  80  89  86  do. 

28  57  67  57  clear,  28  87  95  83  do. 

29  49  57  55  rain.  29  80  88  77  do. 

30  59  67  63  clear.  30  76  83  69  do, 

31  67  76  70  da  —  «  —  ^^ 
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352  COMPARATIVE  VIEW  OF  THE 

UPPER  CANADA. 
1880. 

^VhY*  AVQU8T. 

7     16  7     16 

A.M.  P.M.  P.M.  P.M.  P.M.  P.M. 

1  73  80  71  clear.  I  66  76  72  clear. 

2  78  80  70  do.  S  70  75  72  do. 

S  69  79  IS  do.  3  59  80  73  do.  rain  at  night 

4  80  88  81  da  4  68  83  66  rain. 

5  89  90  77  do.  5  68  71  68  dear, 
is  90  98  90  do.  6  67  78  69  do, 

7  9310091  do.  7  66  81  67  do. 

8  95  10396  do.  8  68  82  71  do. 

9  88  97  87  da  9  74  88  78  da 

10  86  88  87  do.  10  75  84  74  run. 

11  77  80  70  rain  at  night        11  74  89  78  dear/  rain  at  night 

12  60  70  60  cloudy.  12  76  91  74  dear. 
IS  70  80  70  do.  13  72  80  74  do. 

14  88  p3  87  clear.  14  68  79  70  heavy  rain  at  nigfai 

15  86  91  S5  do.  15  67  78  74  clear. 

16  77  79  70  do.  16  65  80  63  do.  rain  all  night 

17  83  90  91  do.  17  61  77  65  rain. 

18  70  73  72  do.  18  61  82  69  dear. 

19  60  65  62  doudy.  19  6I  80  69  do. 

20  75  78  73  clear.  20  68  78  — »  showen. 

21  70  78  70  do.  21  6I  83  6S  clear. 

22  —  67  —  rain.  22  76  99  97  da 

23  85  9S  89  dear.  23  6I  82  68  da 

24  76  87  S3  do.     -  24  65  87  75  da 

it5  77  88  79  rain.  2i5  70  82  73  da  rain  at  night 

26  75  85  76  clear.  26  70  82  66  da 

27  70  75  71  da  .  27  64  72  62  do. 

28  88  go  80  do.  28  55  81  71  da 

29  99  93  87  do.  29  67  84  73  da 

30  92  10090  da  30  67  83  69  do. 

31  86  95  88  da  31  67  80  66  raio.' 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 
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LOW 

ER  CANADA. 

1820.     , 

JULY. 

AVQVST* 

7    1    6 

7    16 

IJf .  P.M.  P.M. 

A.M.  P.M.  P.M. 

I  69  77  71  clear. 

1  —100  79  dear. 

2  73  81  70  do. 

2  70  83  76  doudy. 

3  67  79  73  do. 

3  70  73  71  do. 

4  76  82  75  do. 

4  58  82  70  rain. 

5  79  86  74  do. 

5  60  77  72  dear. 

6  77  87  78  do. 

6  65  75  70  da 

7  80  89  85  rain  at  night 

7  69  73  71  da 

8  82  89  87  dear. 

8  73  80  72  da 

9SS  9S  91  do. 

9  77  9S  78  da 

10  90  99  95  do. 

10  71  87  79  da 

11  95 103  96  do. 

11  74  83  72  da 

19  90  9S  86  do. 

12  76  89  75  do. 

13  87  89  85  do. 

13  77  93  75  rain  at  night 

14  80  88  81  do. 

14  77  93  79  da 

15  70  73  72  nun. 

15  84  88  78  do. 

16  60  65  62  oloudj. 

16  64  79  62  da 

17  73  78  73  do, 

17  65  83  70  slight  showers. 

18  70  78  ~  dear. 

18  63  89  72  dear. 

19  -,  87  —  do. 

19  76  90  77  da 

20  77  83  75  do. 

20  79  88  75  da 

21  80  89  85  do. 

21  61  82  66  da 

22  88  93  87  do. 

22  77  9S  72  da 

^  90  99  95  do. 

23  61  82  63  showery. 

24  92 100  95  do. 

24  70  89  77  da 

25  88  93  95  da 

25  73  84  75  da 

36^72  86  71|do. 

27  73  85  .76  dear. 

27  73  S9  83  da 

28  77  86  79  do. 

28  84  9S  87  da 

29  76  87  BS  do. 

29  70  77  70  rain  all  night 

30  85  93  89  da 

30  66  73  71  dear. 

S18810087^da 

'31  70  87  72  da 

.  Vol  I. 

Aa                                        ,   I 
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(BOMJPA^ATiyfi  VII^W  OF  TftK 


UPPEB  CANADA- 


»MPTEMBER» 


7   1 
AM  P.M. 

1  66  72 
S  56  74 
S  60  88 

4  68  91 

5  71  86 

6  — <  88 

7  70  88 

8  78  9S 

9  76  86 

10  7fl  — 

11  78  89 

12  63  76 
IS  59  71 

14  64  66 

15  76  71 

16  64  68 

17  64  76 

18  56  65 

19  52  68 

20  46  62 
91  40  58 
22  88  60 
83  56  60 

24  45  63 

25  43  52 

26  33  53 

27  43  64 

28  54  62 

29  63  66 
SO  43  72 


6 

P.M. 

62  cloujdjr. 
67  clear. 

76  do. 

74  do. 

75  do. 
72  do. 
74  do. 

77  slight  ^hov^is* 

76  cleip. 

77  do. 
66  rain. 

60  showery. 

61  clear. 
64  clouydj' 
64  clear. 

62  cloudy- 
66  jcle  V. 

56  ^iiow^T^ 
51  cle^. 

48  do. 
50  do. 

57  do. 
55  rain. 

58  clon4y* 
48  clemr. 
48  do. 

54  do. 
50  do. 

55  do. 
64  do- 


OCTOBER. 

7    16 

A.M.  P.M.  P.M 

1  —  71  63  ^ear. 

2  49  69  69  do. 

3  58  69  66  cloudy. 

4  62  74  6lfdo. 

5  51  67  60  rain. 

6  46  51  50  clear. 

7  41  55  46  do. 

8  —  56  57  cloudy. 

9  57  66  52  rain. 

10  53  52  55  do. 

11  44  51  44  cloudy. 

12  88  54  39  clear. 

13  56  57  51  cloudy. 

14  75  53  47  showery. 

15  47  48  42  cloudy. 

16  31  48  49  clear. 

17  29  46  29  do. 
18 42  do. 

19  36  50  44  do. 

20  32  48  41  cloudy. 

21  30  48  40  clear. 

22  —  48  46  do. 

23  37  55  48  rain. 

24  35  46  32  snow  and  raio. 

25  36  39  31  snow. 

26  29  40  36  cloudy. 

27  32  40  35  snow. 

28  31  40  32  clear. 

29  31  44  33  do. 

30  28  —  49  cloudy. 

31  47  56  48  rain  in  the  morning. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CLIMATS  IN  BOTH  PKOriMCSS.  98S 

.  LOWER  CANADA. 
1820. 

8MPTEMBER.  OCTOBER. 

716  716 


A.M.P.M.  P.M. 


A.M.  P.M.  P.M. 


I  59  73  58  rain.  1  SS  —  89  cloudy. 

8  63  77  71  dear.  g  SO  50  —  do. 

S  65  71  7S  do.  S  36  50  44  da 

4  68  77  70  de.  4  32  48  41  do.  WP  at  »igUt. 

5  73  80  75  do.  5  30  48  40  cloudy, 

6  80  87  8«  da  6  29  44  S3  clear. 

7  70  73  71  do.  7  87  55  48  do.    • 

8  —  69  —  rain.  8  35  46  32  do. 

9  77  87  75  clear.  9  36  39  31  cloudy*' 

10  79  —  Ji  do.  10  29  40  36  clear. 

11  76  90  —  do.  11  32  ~  35  dp. 

12  73  79  72  rain.  12  31  40  32  cloudy, 
1«  60  71  62  ckar.  13  28  41  40  r»in. 
U  63  70  63  da  14  13  32  31  do. 

15  62  70  59  da  15  20  23  21  frost. 

16  58  69  67  cloudy.  16  10  27  15  clear. 

17  57  63  60  clear.  17  15  29  13  do- 

18  50  59  48  da  18  22  40  37  show-cry. 

19  54  57  49faia.  19  27  40  38  clear.         

20  40  49  41  dear-  20  «9  40  30  dg. 

21  33  50  32  da  21  27  40  21  do. 

22  40  50  41  da  22  20  35  25  slept 

23  85  46  37  da  23  21  40  30  cloijdy. 

24  46  53  54  doudy-  24  ~  85  —  dp. 

25  37  50  32  da  25  32  40  37  clear. 

26  S3  54  30  da  26  33  49  46  do. 

27  41  57  50  do.  27  32  31  33  do. 

28  44  63  43  rain  all  nigbt.  28  32  40  29  do. 

29  37  50  45  da  29  10  15    9  mo^  and  froaC 

30  38  52  39  do.  30  31   33  29  clear. 

31  29  48  33  da  31   17  27  29  do. 

AA  2 
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COMVARATIVS  VIBW  OF  THB 


UPPER  CANADA. 


NOrSJfBEB. 

7    16 

A.M.  P.M.  P.M. 

1  30  52  49  dear. 

2  S6  54  40  rain  at  night 

3  32  46  48  rain. 

4  40  39  37  snow  and  rain. 

5  36  41  83  rain. 

6  30  48  — -  snow. 

7  28  38  38  rain. 

8  42  46  4T  da 

9  32  34  24  dottdy. 

10  45  32  24  do. 

11  18  32  31  do. 

12  20  23  21  snow  storm. 

13  10  27  15  dear. 

14  27  43  37  doudy. 

15  22  42  37  dear. 

16  37  47  38  do. 

17  29  45  34  do. 

18  27  44  42  showery. 

19  32  48  37  dear. 

20  21  43  38  dear. 

21  «-  42  32  rain. 

22  30  42  42  dear. 

23  32  27  42  da 

24  32  49  46  do. 

25  45  51  50  rain. 

26  32  31  26  snow. 

27  21  61  21  doudy. 

28  32  36  34  do. 

29  34  31  25  snow. 

30  36  14  —  dear. 


DBCSMBEtU 

7    16 

▲.M.  P.M.  P.M. 

1  10  31  25  dear. 
S  30  37  —  da 

3  31  —  32  doudy. 

4  38  39  32  rain  and  sleet 

5  32  36  32  snow. 

6  28  36  — •  doudy. 

7  36  39  40  rain. 

8  32  38  37  doudy. 

9  30  32  26  snow. 

10  16  26  18  do. 

11  10  15  11  dear. 

12  12  16  11  do. 

13  12  22  18  snow. 

14  20  29  24  dear. 

15  19  23  19  doudy. 

16  "^  14  14  do. 

17  18  31  24  do. 

18  27  36  32  do. 

19  19  34  36  rain. 

20  30  41  33  doudy. 

21  28  32  28  snow. 

22  6  13    9  dear. 

23  12  23  — «  snow. 

24  10  17    9  dear. 

25  n  16  ^  da 

26  16  24  10  snow  storm. 

27  ""2  20  19  dear. 

28  26  30  31  snow. 

29  12  26— rain  and  sleet 

30  14  19  12  dear. 

31  *»2  22  17  da 

*  Below  Zero. 
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asr 


KOVMMBMn, 


716 

A*M«  P»Ma  P«M« 

1  11  SO  25  snow. 

2  27  —  25  dear. 

3  31  40  83  cloudy. 

4  32  39  32  snow. 

5  30  32  26  do. 

6  16  26  18  da 

7  10  15  11  dear. 

8  12  16  11  da 

9  12  22  18  da 

10  20  25  21  snow. 

11  19  20  18  dear. 

12  **5»18   *«da 

13  10  27  12  doudy. 

14  27  36  -^  da 

15  ..  30  —  da 

16  27  36  32  do. 

17  19  34  36  da 

18  30  40  30  dear. 

19    6  12    8  da 

20  —  23  —snow. 

21  no  n   «5  clear. 

22  —  20  —  da 

28  *7  21  ^5  do. 

84  12  26  —doudy. 

25  n  13  -*  do. 

26  10  21     6  da 

27  «9  ^3  **5  dear. 

28  "r  **5  13  da 

29  ..  15  12  do. 

80  13  20  10  doudy. 

LOWER  CANADA. 

1820. 

DXCEKUR. 

jl 

7    1    6 
lM.  p.m.  p.m. 

1 

7  12  J3  dear. 

2 

8  16    7  da 

3 

«3  16  13  da 

4  13  .27  11  da 

5 

5  25  13  da 

6 

9  15  16  doudy. 

7 

7  13  18  da 

8  16  28  268now^ 

9  29  82  21  doudy. 

10  16  18  15  dear. 

11 

^6  10    1  da 

12 

03    3    5  da 

13 

7  20    8  da 

14 

8  15    8  do. 

15 

5  18  13  da 

16  10  23  19  do. 

17  16  27  20  snow. 

18 

—  11   <^  dear. 

19^ 

10  «5*11  do. 

20^21^3^9  da 

21^ 

11  10  «2do. 

22 

9  18  24  da     ^ 

23  32  43  29  da 

24  26  34  29  doudy. 

25  10  35  33  dear. 

26 

9  22  25  da 

27 

5  18  14  doudy. 

28 

8  15    8  dear. 

«9 

7  13    3  da 

30^10    7  *«da 
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;358  ^^^  GLIMATfi. 

In  Upper  Canada,  »iow  seldom  falls  sooner  than 
the  latter  part  of  November,  and  the  cold  is  never 
intense  till  the  middle  of  December^  when  the  most 
rapid  rivers  are  completely  frozen  over,  and  the 
whole  face  of  the  earth  is  shrouded  in  a  mantle  of 
white.  This  state  of  the  weather  generally  <50ii- 
tinues  through  January  and  February,  with  an 
occasional  short  thaw  intervening,  which  for  a  few 
days  gives  a  new  aspect  to  nature.  Bat  the  cold 
soon  resumes  its  wohted  empire }  and  these  changes 
are  often  sudden,  in  the  very  depth  of  Winter. 
The  snow  seldom  lie^  more  than  two  feet  deep ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  frost, 
it  remains  perfectly  soft  during  the  whole  sea- 
son.  As  the  roads  are  exceedingly  bad  in  the  Sum- 
mer, the  time  for  travelling  in  Canada  is  the 
Winter.  On  this  account,  the  cold  weather  is  greeted 
by  the  Canadians  as  the  delightful  period  when 
they  can  proceed  without  difficulty  to  see  their 
friends  at  a  distance,  when  corn  and  other  prodnoe 
can  be  conveyed  to  market,  when  annual  sup- 
plies from  the  store-keepers  in  remote  towns  can 
be  brought  home,  and  when  other  domestic  affairs 
of  importance  can  be  arranged.  As  long  as  the  snow 
lies  deep,  and  the  roads  are  well-beateo,  a  Cana- 
4ian  ^^sleigh*'  passes  smoothly  along  them  with 
great  &cility  and  swiftness ;  and  a  pair  of  horses  can 
easily  perform  a  journey  of  40  or  50  miles  with  a 
load  of  a  ton  weight,  over  roads  that  are  almost 
impassable  in  Snitimer.  In  new  ettlements,  the 
stumps  of  trees  standing  above  the  snow  render 
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traTelliiig  more  unpleasant  than  in  the  oM  aettle- 
ments^  in  which  no  such  iadqimlities  of  aurfaoe 
occur. 

Sleigh-riding  is  a  favourite  amuse^inent  of  the 
Canadians.  They  consider  it  the  most  agreeable^ 
method  of  travelling  that  can  be  invented.  This 
aknird  supposition  originates  in  the  wretched  nature 
ef  their  roads^  by  which  travelling  in  wheel-car- 
riages is  rendered  a. severe  penance,  etufBcieht)  one 
would  thmk^  to  expiate,  on  the  principles  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Gfauifch,  a  tolerable  porticm  of. 
their  iniquity*  The  body  of  a  sleigh  resembles 
that  of  a  gigf*  and  the  runners  are  shaped  exaeily 
like  the  keel  of  a  skate.  Qn  taking  an  excursion- 
in  this  vehicle^  the  Canadians  are  very  wannly 
clothed;  for  they  wrap  themselves  upih  bear  luid 
bufialo  skins.  Persons  of  botit  sexes  draw  coarse 
yam  hose  over  their  shoes  and  stockings^  and  cover 
their  hands  with  doe^skin  gloves,  lined  witfar 
wool.  They  also  wear  fur-caps  and  top-coats. 
The  back  of  the  sleigh  is  generally  lined  with  bear 
skins;  and  a  buffalo  hide,  retaining  its  fur,  covers 
the  travellers  from  their  feet  to  their  waists.  Thus 
equipped^  they  bid  defiance  to  the  most  severe 
weather,  and  often  travel  ten  or  fifteen  milei 
without  a  stoppage  for  refreshment  or  any  other 
purpose. 

In  the  early  part  of  April,  the  snow  begins  gra* 
dually   to  disappear:    The   ifoads   then    become 


See  the  frontispiece  to  dii«  volume; 
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impaasabfe^  and  travelling  of  every  description  is 
entirely  suspended.  On  the  first  of  April,  plough* 
ing  is  commenced  by  the  farmers :  On  the  20th, 
Spring- wheat  is  sown  ;  and,  about  the  end  of  May, 
oom  and  potatoes  are  planted. 

In  the  early  part  of  June,  the  weather  becomes 
very  warm,  and  agues  and  intermittent  fevers 
begin  to  prevail.  The  prevalency  of  these  dis- 
orders in  Canada,  has  been  attributed  to  various 
causes.  Some  think  they  are  produced  by  the 
effluvia  arising  from  putrid  vegetables,  and  from 
stagnant  waters.  But  this  theory,  though  plau- 
sible, and  supported  by  many  powerful  argu- 
ments, is  nevertheless  erroneous.  In  Lower  Ca- 
nada, the  quantity  of  putrid  vegetables  is  as 
great,  as  in  the  Upper  Province,  and  that  of 
moist  and  marshy  lands  much  greater;  and  yet, 
in  the  former,  agues  and  intermittent  fevers  are 
wholly  unknown,  "f'    In  the  Eastern  parts  of  the 

f  I  know,  it  18  a  generally-received  theory,  'that  stagnant 
waters  are  the  causes  of  the  diseases  here  enumerated :  But  on 
this  subject  I  entertain  an  opinion  decidedly  different ;  and  am 
glad  to  find  myself  supported  by  the  high  authority  of  Dr. 
Dwighti  who  very  properly  observes  respecting  the  New  England 
States,  which  are  almost  wholly  exempt  from  these  disorders: 

"  It  has  been  commonly  supposed,  that  standing  waters  are 
insalubrious  in  countries  subjected  to  such  intense  heat  at  that  of 
a  New  England  summer.  The  supposition,  however,  is  almost, 
if  not  quite,  absolutely  erroneous,  so  far  as  New  England  is  con- 
cerned. There  is,  probably,  as  great  a  number  of  small  lakes  and 
ponds  in  this  country,  as  in  any  of  the  same  extent  on  the  globe. 
After  very  extensive  inquiries,  I  have  been  unable  to  find  one. 
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Upper  Province  also,  where  marshes  abound,  the 
inhabitants  are  only  partially  afiBicted  with  these 
disorders ;   while,  in  tie  Western  Districts,  few  ' 
persons  attain  the  age  of  twenty  years,  without 
having  many  times  experienced  their  unpleasant 

the  margin  of  which  is  not  healthy  ground.  I  apeak  not  here  of 
artificial  ponds;  these  are  often  unhealthy.  I  speak  of  those 
which  nature  has  fcnrmed ;  and  all  these  appear  to  be  perfectly 
aalubriouSe  Within  the  township  of  Plymouth^  which  is  very 
large,  the  number  is  uncommonly  great ;  but  they  have  never 
been  known  to  produce  any  disagreeable  effects. 

"  Decayed  vegetables  have  been  imagined  to  furnish  an  expla- 
nation of  the  insalubrity  of  stagnant  waters.  To  some  extent 
this  opinion  may  be  just  They  cannot,  I  think,  be  ordinarily 
csoncemed  in  producing  the  fever  and  ague,  because  this  disease 
is  almost  always  experienced,  originally  in  the  spring.  Besides, 
▼egetables  decay  in  New  England,  as  well  as  elsewhere ;  and 
yet,  eastward  of  the  western  ridge  of  the  Green  Mountains,  the 
fever  and  ague,  so  &r  as  I  have  been  able  to  leatn,  is  absolutely 
unknown,  except  in  solitary  instances,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
two  or  three  marshes,  within  the  township  of  Guildford.  But  I 
suppose  vegetable  putre&ction  to  be  especially  considered  as  the 
cause  of  autumnal  diseases.  That  vegetable  putrefaction  may  be 
an  auMUary  cause  of  these  evils,  may,  I  think,  be  rationally  ad« 
mitted.  But  that  it  is  the  mU,  or  even  the  priswipal  cause,  may 
be  fiiirly  questioned.  This  putrefaction  exists  regularly  every 
year;  the  diseases,  in  any  given  place,  rarely.  The  putrefaction 
exists  throughout  the  whole  country;  the  diseases,  whenever 
they  exist,  are  confined  to  a  few  particular  spots.  Should  it  be 
amid,  that  stagnant  waters  are  necessary  to  this  effect,  I  answer, 
that  in  the  large  tract  of  country  which  I  have  specified,  no  such 
effect  is  produced  by  these  waters ;  and  that  the  diseases  here 
prevail,  as  often  where  no  such  waters  exist,  as  in  their  neigh- 
boarbood ;  that  they  are  found  on  plains,  hi  vallies,  on  hUls,  and 
even  on  the  highest  inhabited  mottntains,"* 
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effects.  I  have  coijversed  with  sevetal  pKysieians 
on  the  subject^  but  hare  never  been  able  to  obtain 
any  satisfactory  account  of  the  origin  of  these  di»* 
eases.  In  the  Summer  of  1819^  a^es  and  fevenr 
prevailed  to  an  aUrming  extent^  in  almost  every 
part  of  the  Upper  Province,  but  particularly  in 
the  Western  Districts.  The  season  was  very  dry, 
exce»Rvely  hot,  and,  I  believe,  scarcely  one  family 
out  of  ten  enjoyed  their  accustomed  health.  Not- 
withstanding this,  Upper  Canada  might  even  that 
year  be  considered  healthy,  in  comparison  witfa 
those  countries  which  lie  mider  corresponding 
latitudes  in  the  United  States.  For,  while  the' 
CanadiELns  laboured  under  a  disorder  which  was 
distressing,  without  being  dangerous;  the  Ameri- 
cans were  carried  off  in  thousmids,  by  thai  dread* 
ful  depopulator  of  cities,  the  Yellow  Fever  I 
On  the  whole,  I  do  not  think  that  the  climate, 
either  during  the  severity  of  the  Winter,  or  the 
excessive  heat  ^f  the  Summer,  in  relation  to  its 
influence  on  human  health  and  vegetable  prodoe^* 
tions,  constitutes  a  sufficient  objection  to  the  coun- 
try. It  is  a  matter  of  doubt  in  my  mind,  whe* 
ther,  after  taking  all  things  into  consideration. 
Upper  Canada  is  not  a  more  healthy  regioa 
than  either  England  or  Ireland.  That  Lower 
Canada  is,  in  this  respect,  greatly  superior  to 
both,  is  a  matter  of  indubitable  certainty. 

Dr.  Dwight  is  of  opinion,  that  the  diseases  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  are  produced  move  by 
animalcular  putrefaction,  than  by  standing  waters 
and  marsh  miasmata:  He  says. 
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^^  A  number  of  years  since  I  put  a  quantity  of 
ground  pepper  into  a  tumbler  of  water ;  and^  a 
few  days  afterwards,  found  a  thin  scum  spread  over 
the  surface.  Within  a  few  days  more,  I  perceived, 
on  examining  this  scum  with  a  microscope,  that  it 
exhibited  an  immense  number  of  living  animaU 
cules.  Two  or  three  days  after,  examining  the 
same  scum  again,  I  found  not  the  least  appearance 
of  life.  After  another  short  period,  the  scum  was 
replenished  with  living  beings  again;  and,  after 
«iother,  became  totally  destitute  of  them.  This 
alternate  process  continued,  until  the  water  became 
so  fostid  as  to  forbid  a  further  examination.  The 
conclusion  which  I  drew  from  these  facts  was,  that 
the  first  race  of  animalcules,  having  laid  their  eggs^ 
died ;  and  were  succeeded  in  a  short  time  by  a 
isecond,  and  thesd  by  a  third. 

^'  Hie  foBtor,  which  arose  from  the  putrefaction 
of  these  ephemeral  beings,  differed  in  one  respect 
from  that  which  is  produced  by  the  decay  of 
larger  animals.  Although  it  was  jierceptible  at 
a  small  distance  only,  and  perhaps  less  loathsome 
than  the  smell  of  a  corrupted  carcase,  it  was  far 
more  suffocating.  When  the  effluvia  were  received 
into  the  lungs,  it  seemed  as  if  nature  gave  way, 
and  was  preparing  to  sink  under  the  impression. 
A  pungency,  entirely  peculiar,  accompanied  the 
smell,  and  appeared  to  lessen  the  vis  viue  in  a  man* 
Iter  different  from  any  thing  which  I  had  ever 
experienced  before. 

^^  The  scum,  which  covered  this  pepper-water. 
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was  in  appearaiice  the  same  with  that  which  in  hot 
seasons  is  sometimes  seen  on  standing  Waters^  and 
abounds  on  those  marshes  exposed  to  the  sun.  To 
the  production,  and  still  more  to  the  sustenance 
of  animalcules^  vegetable  putrefaction  seems  to  be 
necessary^  or  at  least  concomitant ;  the  nidus,  per* 
haps^  in  which  the  animalculine  existence  is  formed, 
or  the  pabulum  by  which  it  is  supported. 

^*  Whatever  instrumentality  vegetable  putrefac- 
tion may  have^  I  am  inclined  to  suspect,  for  several 
reasons^  that  animalculine  putrefaction  is  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  those  diseases,  whatever  they  are, 
which  are  justly  attributed  to  standing  waters.  It 
will,  I  believe,  be  found  universally^  that  no  such 
disease  is  ever  derived  from  any  standing  waters, 
which  are  not  to  a  considerable  extent  covered 
with  a  scum ;  and  perhaps  most,  if  not  all  of  those 
which  have  this  covering,  will  be  found  unhealthy. 
The  New  England  lakes,  as  far  as  I  have  observed, 
are  universally  free,  even  from  the  thinnest  pellicle 
of  this  nature ;  are  pure  potable  water  ;-  are  sup- 
plied almost  wholly  by  subjacent  springs;  and  are, 
therefore,  too  cool,  as  Well  as  too  much  ag:itated  by 
winds,  to  permit,  ordinarily,  the  existence  of  ani- 
malcules." 

This  idea,  however  plausible  it  may  appear, 
is,  like  many  other  theories  that  are  raised,  un- 
able to  stand  the  test  of  strict  examination. 
Now,  in  the  Western  part  of  Upper  Canada, 
where  these  diseases  are  rather  prevalent,  there 
are  very  few  lakes  or  ponds  of  standing  water. 
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and  these  few  are  all  composed  of  pure  potable 
water,  as  free  from  scum  as  any  water  in  the  same 
situation  can  possibly  be.  They  have,  in  fact, 
their  source  of  supply  in  springs,  which  in  the 
hottest  part  of  the  Summer  season  remain  per- 
fectly cold,  and  of  course  free  from  animalcular 
putrefaction.  The  very  reverse  of  this  is  the  case 
in  the  Eastern  parts  of  Upper  Canada,  and  through- 
out the  greater  part  of  the  Lower  Province,  where 
these  disorders  are  wholly  unknoMm. 

In  Canada,  the  weather  is  always  coldest  when 
the  sky  is  bright  and  clear,  and  the  wind  in  the 
North  West  quarter.  Snow  seldom  falls  while 
the  mercury  remains  below  Zero.  Some  idea  may 
also  be  formed  of  the  severity  of  the  frost,  from  the 
fact,  that  water  thrown  to  any  considerable  height 
into  the  air,  becomes  completely  chrystalized 
before  it  returns  to  the  ground.  In  Upper  Canada 
we  seldom  have  any  rain  during  the  Winter ;  but, 
when  it  does  fall,  it  is  invariably  accompanied  by 
a  keen  froiri;.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  of 
the  forests  on  these  occasions.  As  the  rain  falls 
upon  the  trees,  it  becomes  immediately  congealed ; 
and,  when  a  shower  continues  for  any  considerable 
length  of  time,  the  trunks,  limbs,  and  boughs  of 
the  trees,  are  so  completely  covered  with  ice  and 
hung  about  with  icicles,  that  the  forest  seems  to 
be  transformed  into  an  innumerable  assemblage  of 
glass  chandeliers,  reflecting  in  their  beautifully  cut 
pendants  and  festoons  the  rays  of  light,  with  every 
colour  of  the  rainbow.    At  night,  when  the  moon* 
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beams  descend  on  the  scene,  and  iUuminate  it  with 
her  broad  sheet  of  silver  %ht,  another  transform- 
ation may  be  witnessed.  The  tops  of  the  trees 
appear  to  be  embossed  with  pure  gold ;  pearls  aod 
amethysts  seem  strewed  about  in  the  greatest  pro- 
fusion ;  the  green-swardy  with  the  skill  of  a  came- 
leon,  is  arrayed  m  virgin  whiteness,  and,  when 
contrasted  with  the  sober  gloom  of  the  shadow  of  the 
treesy  and  associated  with  the  other  beauties  whiob 
surround  it,  produces  one  of  the  most  delightful 
specimens  of  Winter-scenery  that  imagination  can 
conceive. 

In  Summer  the  Meteorological  phenomena  of 
this  country  are  no  less  brilliant  and  wonderful. 
During  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August,  the 
Aurora  Borealis  illumines  our  skies,  our  woods,  our 
fields,  our  dwellings, — ^and,  I  think  I  mightsay,  our 
very  souls :  For  no  man,  who  is  not  insensible  to  the 
last  degree,  can  possibly  resist  the  influence  which 
such  a  phenomenon  is  calculated  to  exercise  over 
the  mind  of  the  enchanted  spectator.  We  are  ge*- 
nerally  apprised  of  its  appearance  by  the  orackling, 
hissing  noise  which  it  makes*  The  clouds  which 
rest  on  the  Eastern  horizon,  begin  to  explode,  first 
from  the  North  and  then  from  the  South;  they  flash 
from  one  extremity  of  the  heavens  to  the  other; 
and,  spreading  wide  their  blazes,  meet  in  the  centre, 
where  they  appear  to  rest  for  a  moment,  and  then 
suddenly  dart  from  each  other  with  the  swiftne?^ 
of  lightning.  They  exhibit  every  variety  of  sfaade^ 
from  the  deepest  crimson  to  the   palest  yellow. 
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Although  the  flashes  have  at  first  a  trifling  appear- 
anee^  they  generally  increase  in  8»ze  till  the  whole 
sky  from  the  North,  Eiast  and  South,  to  the  vertical 
centre  of  the  concave,  is  covered  as  with  the  blaze 
of  fire* works.  I  have  frequently  sat  in  the  open . 
fields,  to  watch  the  ever* varying  motions  of  this 
singular  phenomenon.  Its  appearance  is  grandly 
sublime ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  the  different  orbs 
of  Eght  which  hang  in  the  firmament  of  Heaven, 
conveys  to  my  imagination  some  fiunt  idea  of  the 
glory  that  shall  be  revealed,  when 

Sun^  and  moon^  and  stars  decay. 
And  time  this  earth  itself  removes  ; 

and  when  those  who,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  have 
escaped  from  destruction,  shall  live  in  that  place  of 
which  St.  John  has  given  this  beautiful  description : 
^  And  the  city  had  no  need  of  the  sun,  neither  of 
the  moon  to  shine  on  it ;  for  the  $^ory  of  God  did 
lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  was  the  light  thereof." 

The  remarkable  meteorological  phenomena,  of 
which  I  subjoin  an  interesting  account  from  the 
Mont];eal  Herald,  occurred  at  a  period  when  I  did 
not  reside  in  that  city : 

^^  The  astonishing  appearances  which  the  past 
week  has  exhibited,  will  make  it  long  remem- 
bered by  the  inhabitants  of  this  district;  and 
Tuesday  last  will  be  classed  by  after  ages  with 
the  celebrated  dark  Sunday  which  happened 
in  1785.  A  series  of  awful  events  have  occur- 
red, equally  impressive  to  the  mind  of  the  illi- 
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terate  and  the  learned.  While  the  former  viewed 
these  events  as  they  passed^  and  with  a  mixture  of 
dread  and  veneration,  saw  in  them  the  immediate 
interposition  of  ^  Him  who  rides  on  the  whirlwind 
and  directs  the  storm;'  the  latter  felt  his  mind 
recoil  back  in  itself,  and  tremble  at  its  own 
nothingness..  All  his  best-established  facts,  his  first 
principles,  and  his  long  train  of  causes  and  effects 
were  totall^"  inadequate  to  explain  the  aberrations 
from  the  usual  course  of  nature  which  he  saw 
passing  before  him. 

^^The  first  unusual  appearance  which  attracted 
general  notice,  happened  on  Sunday  last.  The 
morning  was  remarkably  dark  for  the  season ;  and 
about  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  the  whole  atmosphere 
appeared  covered  with  a  thick  dojud  or  haze  of  a 
dingy  orange  colour.  The  wind  was  light  from 
N.  N.  W.  and  seemed  incapable  of  dispelling  the 
heavy  vapour  which  floated  in  the  sky.  A  little 
before  nine  o'clock,  a  shower  of  rain  fell,  of  a  dark 
inky  colour,  and  apparently  much  impregnated 
with  some  black  substance  resembling  soot  or  fine 
ashes.  This,  for  the  time,  seemed  to  account  for  the 
singular  appearance  of  the  heavens.  .  It  was  coii"* 
jectured,  a  volcano  had  broke  out  in  in  some  distant 
quarter,  and  the  ashes  from  the  eruption  floating  in 
the  cloud  gave  it  the  unnatural  colour.  During 
the  day  the  weather  cleared,  the  sky  assumed  its 
natural  aspect,  and  the  afternoon  became  season* 
ably  pleasant. 

^^  Tuesday  wm  a  day  that  set  ani^etj  on  the  rack. 
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and  put  conjecture  at  defiance.  The  morning 
opened  with  a  clear  serene  sky ;  a  gentle  breeze  from 
the  North-west,  and  a  smart  frost  during  the  night, 
led  us  to  anticipate  a  day  fitted  for  business  or 
amusement.  About  ten  o'clock  a,  m.  the  wind  be- 
came variable,  veering  round  to  the  Westward, 
and  again  becoming  more  Northerly.  A  heavy 
damp  vapour  seemed  to  envelope  the  whole  city, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  atmosphere  indicated 
rain.  As  the  forenoon  advanced,  the  sky  became 
more  and  more  surcharged  with  dense  clouds :  the 
darkness  increased  to  such  a  degree^  that  by  twelve 
and  one  o'clock  it  became  necessary  to  light  candles 
in  all  the  public  offices  in  town ;  and  even  in  the 
butchers'  stalls  in  the  market-place,  they  were  found 
indispensably  necessary.  The  darkness  still  con- 
tinued to  increase,  and,  with  it,  there  appeared  a 
general  dread,  as  to  what  might  be  the  result,  per- 
vading every  countenance.  But  although  the 
darkness  went  on  augmenting,  it  was  not  uniform 
in  its  progress.  At  times  a  white  silver-coloured 
stream  of  light  seemed  for  the  moment  to  penetrate 
the  dense  atmosphere,  and  for  a  few  seconds 
appeared  as  if  clearing  away. 

^^  It  was  during  these  periods,  the  aspect  of  the 
heavens  was  most  striking  to  an  attentive  observer. 
The  deadly  pale  light  which  came  for  the  instant, 
an  if  to  cheat  our  hopes  and  mock  our  feelings, 
seemed,  by  being  refracted  through  the  cloud,  to 
proceed  from  a  stratum  between  it  and  the  earth; 
and  the  blackened  colour  of  the  air,  viewed  through 
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ikiB  luminous  sub*irtraium  prespnted  i^  speetaole 
r^wful  and  grand  in  the  extreme.  The  gemeral 
flread  seiemed  now  to  have  reached  it3  climaxT;  all 
yiiewed  the  phenomenon  as  connected  with  some 
great  convulsion  of  nature^ — but  whether  the  pre- 
pursor  or  follower  of  such  an  event,  none  could  tell. 
A  little  before  two  o'clock  there  wa9  a  slight  shock 
pf  an  earthquake  distinctly  felt  in  different  parts 
of  the  city,  accompanied  with  a  noise  resembling 
the  discharge  of  a  distant  piece  of  artillery.  As  the 
attention  of  all  classes  was  closely  rivetted  on  the 
more  impressive  aspect  of  the  sky,  but  little  notice 
was  paid  to  the  shock.  The  increasing  gloom  en- 
grossed the  attention  of  all,  and  every  thing  else 
gave  way  to  the  awful  expectation  of  what  might 
be  the  conclusion,  ^bout  twenty  minutes  past 
three  o'clock,  after  the  darkness  had  gradually 
increased  and  seemed  at  that  moment  to  have  at- 
tained it«  greatest  depth,  the  whole  city  was 
instantaneously  illuminated  by  one  of  the  most 
vivid  flashes  of  lightning  ever  witnessed  in  Montreal. 
This  was  suddenly  followed  by  an  awful  peal  of 
thunder,  so  loud  and  near  as  to  shake  the  strongest 
buildings  to  their  foundation. 

"  The  proximity  of  the  thunder,  and  the  violence 
oi  the  concussion,  impressed  many  people  with  the 
lielief  that  a  second  earthquake  had  happened.  If 
this  was  the  case,  it  must  have  been*  at  the  same 
instant  with  the  thunder  and  not  distinguishable 
from  it ;  but  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  vibratory 
motion  felt  was  altogether  owing  to  the  vicinity  of 
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the  cloud,  at  the  time  it  discharged  its  electtic  con-' 
tents.  The  first  peal  was  followed  by  a  few  others, 
and  accompanied  with  a  heavy  shower  of  rain, 
similar  to  what  had  fallen  on  Sunday,  but  of  a 
darker  hue  and  apparently  more  charged  with  black 
sooty  matter. 

^^  After  the  thunder  and  rain  had  subsided,  the 
darkness  did  not  entirely  disappear  as  might  have 
been  expected,  had  it  proceeded  from  a  thdnder- 
elond  as  usual.  On  the  contrary,  it^ still  continued 
and  seemed  to  increase  till  about  four  o'clock. 
The  general  anxiety  however  became  somewhat 
appeased,  as  the  cause  of  the  unusual  appearance 
had  been  in  part  explained.  To  describe  the 
general  feeling  during  the  forenoon  of  this  day,  is 
a  task  to  which  few  pens  are  adequate.  Although 
the  first  peal  of  thunder  gave  relief  to  many  as  being 
explanatory  of  the  cause,  it  came  at  such  a  time, 
and  when  the  minds  of  all  were  prepared  to  expect 
flome  dreadful  catastrophe,  '  that  the  boldest  held 
his  breath  for  a  time.^ 

^*  As  '  the  murky  hour  of  night'  approached,  men 
became  less  sensible  of  the  continued  darkness  ;  they 
had  become  in  some  measure  reconciled  to  the 
appearance,  and  were  talking  over  the  occurrence 
with  comparatively  more  composure.  But  the 
events  of  this  day  were  not  yet  closed.  Between 
four  and  five  o'clock,  it  was  discovered  that  the 
lightning  had  struck  the  spire  of  the  French 
Church  in  Notre  Dame-street ;  and  the  first  inti- 
aiation.of  this  was  the  flames  issuing  from  the  top 
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of  the  spire  at  the  place  where  the  iron  crucifix 
joins  the  wooden  part  of  the  steeple.     The  appQar- 
ai^ce  through  the  cloudy  dense  atmosphere,  showed 
like  a  distant  light-house  seen  far  at  sea.    The  fire- 
engines  were  procured  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
but  none  of  them  were  of  a  sufficient  power  to 
throw  the  water  to  such  a  height.     With  great 
exertion  a  small  garden  engine  was  procured,  and 
got  up  to  the  highest  belfry.     From  this  position 
they  kept  playing  on   the  inside   of  the  spires, 
by  which  means  the  progress  of  the  flames  was 
checked;  but  not  before  the  timber  which  sup- 
ported the  crucifix  was  consumed,  as  well  as  the 
^all  at  the  bottom  of  it.     About  eight  o'clock  the 
iron  crucifix  fell  with  a  tremendous  crash,  and 
liroke  in  several  pieces.     Fortunately  it  came  down 
in  Notre  Dame-street,  near  the  comer  of  a  house 
occupied  by  Mrs.  Barnard,  milliner,  and  no  farther 
accident  occurred  from  its  descent :     Soon  after  it 
fell,  the  fire  was  extinguished  without  destroying 
the  spire,  or  communicating  with  any  of  the  adja- 
cent buildings. 

^^  The  Bonsecours  Church  was  also  struck  by  the 
lightning.  To  thosa  who  were  near  it  at  the  time, 
the  appearance  was  like  a  large  rocket  falling  on 
the  top  of  the  conductor,  by  which  it  descended 
instantly  with  a  whizzing  noise,  resembling  a  shell, 
but  much  louder.  The  concussion  was  so  violent 
as  to  shake  the  whole  building.  It  is  rather  sin- 
gular, that  no  farther  damage  happened  on  this 
occasion.    The  method  by  which  the  conducting 
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rod  is  attached  to  the  church,  is  contrary  to  every 
principle  with  which  we  are  acquainted.  It  pro^ 
jects  above  the  spire,  it  is  true ;  but  in  its  descent, 
instead  of  running  along  by  the  nearest  rout  on 
the  outside,  and  avoiding  coming  in  contact  with 
any  other  substance  of  an  equal  conducting  power,  it 
descends  immediately  under  the  tin  covering  of  the 
roof,  and  runs  along  it  until  it  reaches  the  top  of 
the  wall,  where  it  emerges  and  goes  down  by  the 
wall,  to  which  it  is  affixed  by  iron  hooks.  By  this 
improper  method,  should  a  larger  quantity  of  elec- 
tric fluid  than  the  size  of  the  rod  can  easily  contain 
^ver  happen  to  strike  it,  there  is  a  great  part  of 
the  iron  surrounded  with  other  metallic  substances 
w^hich  will  serve  as  conductors  for  the  remainder, 
and  convey  it  along  the  roof  to  the  eminent  danger 
of  the  building.^' 
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LETTER  XXL 

-■««  tMEJCOVKSy  OF  AUKRICA— VARIOfrt    EX«CDITI6n§  TO  CANAMi 

-  J-BOM   FRANCff  ANB   £NGtAND — THE    FOUHDATION   OF   QIJEBIO— 

THE  FiNAIi.  qONQUEST  OF  TJIE   COUNTRY  3V  GENERAL  WOLFE.. 

^BOlil  the  want  of  en  adveBturous  disposition  in 
tke  primitive  inhabitants  of  the  earthy  and  from 
^tber  causes^  the  early  history  of  almost  every 
tfKiuntry  in  the  world  is  involved  in  obscurity  ;  and 
^f  America^  especially,  so  little  was  known  b^re 
its  discovery  by  Columbus  in  1492,  that  it  was 
emphatically  called  "  the  New  World."  Seven 
years  after  this  important  event,  Cabot,  an  Italian, 
was  commissioned  by  Henry  the  Seventh  of  Eng- 
land to  attempt  farther  discoveries  on  the  new 
^continent.  He  was  placed  in  command  of  a  squad- 
ron of  six  ships ;  and,  being  furnished  with  every 
Article  which  was  deemed  necessary  for  such  an 
important  undertaking,  embarked  early  in  the 
Spring  of  1497,  and,  in  June  following,  discovered 
Newfoundland*  He  afterwards  saw  and  named 
the  island  of  St.  John,  and  still  |)ursuing  a  wes- 
terly course,  arrived  in  a  short  time  at  the  Con* 
tinent,  alon^  the  coast  of  which  he  sailed  as  &r 
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88  67  and  a  half  degrees  of  N.  latitude.  He  returned 
without  making  any  attempt  towards  effecting  a 
settlement  in  the  New  World :  And  what  is  still 
more  remarkable,  after  fitting  out  an  expeditiofa 
at  such  an  immense  expence,  the  English  gave  up 
the  further  purauit  of  discovery  for  half  a  century. 
But  the  report  of  Cabot's  successful  enterprise  must 
have  been  extensively  circulated;  for,  in  1506, 
Denys,  a  Frenchman,  sailed  from  Honfleur  i& 
Newfoundland,  and  thence  proceeded  down  the 
Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  He  drew  a  map  of  the 
Gulph  and  of  the  adjacent  coast,  took  some  fish 
on  the  Qreat  Fishing-Bank,  and  returned  to  France 
the  same  season.  Two  years  afterwards,  Thomay 
Aubert  departed  from  Dieppe,  and  was  the  first 
who  had  the  courage  to  sail  up  the  St.  Lawrence. 
He  forcibly  carried  off  some  of  the  natives,  and 
exhibited  them  as  curiosities  in  all  the  principal 
towns  of  France. 

In  1617,  no  less  thah  60  Spanish,  French  and  Por- 
tuguese ships  appear  t6  have  been  employed  in  the 
fishery  of  Newfoundland. 

The  Spanish  conquests  in  South  America  mad^ 
a  great  noise  over  all  Europe,  and  the  facilities 
which  the  mines  of  those  immense  regions  afforded 
of  rapidly  acquiring  fortunes,  produced^  a  great 
degree  of  carelessness  in  the  public  mind  about 
those  countries  which  could  open  a  field  only  for 
the  peaeeful  pursuits  of  agriculture  and  the  gradual 
advancement  of  commerce.  Oh  this  account,  we 
find  very  littld  attention  was  paid  to  North  Ame- 
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rica  for  a  namW  of  years.  Newfoundlaiid/  it  i» 
true^  attracted  «ome  miall  share  of  attention }  and 
mdividuals  of  various  natipas  commenced  settle* 
ments  upon  it,  nearly  a  century  before  any  attempts. 
at  colonization  were  made  on  the  Northern  Gonti- 
^9nt :  In  1522,  there  were  fifty  houses  erected  on 
different  parts  of  the  island. 

,  In. 1635^  Jacques  Cartier^  a  native  of  St.  Malo, 
sailed  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  the  distance  of  900 
miles,  till  his  passage  was  intercepted  by  an  immense 
cataract,  probably  the  Falb  of  Niagara.  He  took 
possession  of  the  territory,  in  the  name  of  '^  his  most 
Christian  Majesty ;"  formed  alliances  with  the  in* 
habitants ;  built  a  fort,  and  wintered  in  the  country, 
which  he  called  "  New  France."  In  the  course  of 
his  return  down  the  river,  he  visited  a  large  Indian 
s^ttlement,  called  '^  Hochelaga :"  It  occupied  the 
ground  on  which  the  city  of  Montreai^  now  stands; 
which  is  a  corruption  from  Mount  Royal,  the 
name  originally  conferred  on  it  by  Caxtier.  He 
also  gave  the  name  of  St.  Lawrence  to  the  River 
of  Canada,  from  the  circumstance  of  liis  having 
entered  it  on  the  festival  of  that  Saint.  The  natives, 
whenever  he  met  with  them,  treated  him  with  the 
greatest  hospitality,  and  their  intercourse  was 
tolerably  free :  For  having  taken  a  voyage  the  pre- 
ceding year  to  the  coast  of  America,  he  observed 
the  precaution  of  bringing  two  of  the  natives  back 
with  him  to  France  ;  who,  having  by  the  time  of 
his  second  voyage  obtained  a  considerable  know- 
ledge of  the  French  language,  were  now  able  to 
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ierve  as  interpreters  between  him  and  their  conny 
trymen.  On  this  occasion^  he  formed  an  intimac]^ 
with  one  of  their  Chiefs^  called  Donnaconna^  from 
whom  he  experiencied  much  kindness  and  attention  ; 
in  return  for  which,  Cartier  was  crael  enough  to 
carry  him  to  France  against  his  inclinations.  It 
would  seem,  that  his  'expedition  brought  him 
neither  honour  nor  advantage ;  for  when  he  arrived 
in  his  native  country,  his  discoveries  were  deemed 
of  little  importance  and  his  services  very  sparingly 
remunerated.  He  was  so  much  reduced  in  his  cir- 
cumstances, that,  only  five  years  after  his  return 
from  that  country,  he  accompanied,  in  the  humble 
capacity  of  Pilot,  Monsieur  Roberval,  who  was 
appointed  the  Viceroy  of  Canada  in  1540.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  Viceroy  in  the  River  of  St.  Law- 
rence, he  built  a  Fort ;  and,  after  he  had  wintered 
about  four  leagues  above  the  Island  of  Orleans, 
returned  to  France,  leaving  the  command  of  the 
garrison  to  Cartier.  In  two  years  he  came  back 
to  Canada,  with  a  large  re-inforcement,  and 
attempted  to  find  out  a  North  West  passage  to  the 
£ast  Indies.  In  1549,  he  again  returned  to  France, 
and,  after  a  short  stay,  sailed  a  third  time  for 
America,  accompanied  by  his  brother  and  a  nume- 
rous train  of  adventurers.  This  voyage,  however, 
did  not  terminate  so  successfully  as  those  by  which 
it  was  preceded.  No  tidings  were  ever  heard 
either  of  the  Viceroy  or  his  companions,  and  they 
were  supposed  to  have  perished  on  their  way.  The 
French  Government  were  so  much  discouraged  by 
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this  disftstrcfus .  ev^nt,  that,  for  neai4y  fifty  yean 
afterwards,  they  used  no  farther  exertions  to  pro- 
mote emigraUon  to  Canada*  Indeed,  the  forcible 
abduction  of  Donnaconna  exasperated  the  natives 
of  the  eountry  to  such  a  degree,  l^at  they  studi-* 
<>usly  avoided  all  familiar  intercourse  with  the 
French,  from  the  time  of.  this  shameful  transaction 
till  the  year  1681,  when  the  recoUeotion  of  it  had 
in  a  great  measure  subsided,  and  their  formef 
friendly  communication  was  renewed*  This  recoa- 
ciliation  with  the  aborigines  of  Canada  proved  so 
advantageous  to  the  French,  that,  in  1584,  tiiree 
ships,  each  of  180  tons,  were  employed  in  trading 
to  that  country. 

Jn  1591  a  fleet  of  ships  was  fitted  out  at  the  port 
of  St.  Malo,  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  the  Walrus, 
in  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The  teeth  of  these  ani* 
mals  were  valued  more  highly  than  ivory,  and  sold 
at  a  much  greater  price.  It  is  recorded,  that  1500 
of  these  creatures  were  killed  this  year,  by  the 
crew  of  one  small  bark,  at  Ramea,  an  island  within 
the  straits  of  St.  Petre.  The  Walruses,  in  addition 
to  the  value  of  their  teeth,  produce  a  prodigiodi 
quantity  of  oil;  and,  with  such  results,  this 
expedition  greatly  surpassed  the  expectations  of 
those  with  whom  it  had  originated. 

In  the  same  year,  George  Drake,  an  Englishman, 
made  a  voyage  up  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  to 
the  Isle  of  Ramea,  and  having  acquainted  himself 
with  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  trade  carried  on 
by  the  French,  returned  home  and  gave  such  a 
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iavonrable  ae^otint  both  of  it  and  of  the  oonntry^ 
that  the  French  beoatae  .aJarined  with  the  fear  ai 
their  craft  being  in  danger,  and  the  Mari|uia  de  la 
Ro<Ae  was  deputed  by  the.  King  of  France^  to  set 
sail  for  Canada,  and  conquet  the  country.  The 
Mtoquis  failed  however  in  his  expedition,  and 
landed  on  the  Isle  of  Sable,  about  one  hondred  and 
ftfty  miles  South-eaat  of  Cape  Breton,  and  one 
huidred  and  five  Eastward  of  Canso/  On  thnl 
island  he  erected  a  fort,  absurdly  supposRng  it  an 
eligible  spot  for  efieeting  a  settlement*  He  then 
eruiged  fer  amne  time  along  the  coast  of  Nova 
Beotia,  and  retomed  to  France,  leaving  his  unfoi^ 
tanato  coitipMnoBis  on  the  isde  of  Sa]:4e,  where  they 
must  certainly  have  perished  for  want  of  subsist- 
barney  had  nort  a  French  ship  been  wrecked  upon  th« 
Island.  In  this*  wreck  they  found  some  provisioned 
and  ^ifk  the  boards  which  it  afforded  erected 
hute  to  sfhield  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  When  their  other  provisions  were  ex^ 
haustedf  they  subsisted  entirely  upon  fish,  and  when 
their  clothes  were  worn  ont,  they  substituted  seal- 
skins, and  conl^ued  to  live  in  this  deploraUe 
cottdifiom'  for  seven  years ;  at  the  end  of  which  time, 
Henry  the  Fourth  of  France  sent  Chitodel^who  had 
acted  as  pilet  to  La  Roche,  to  bring  them  iMuck  to 
their  native  country.  On  their  arrival  in  France, 
the  generous  monarch  had  the  curiosity  to  see  them 
in  tfatoir  seal-skin  dresses,  and  was  so  affected  by 
their  miserable  isondition  that  he  gave  them  each 
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fifty  crowns,  with  which  they  might  begin  the 
world  again.  La  Roche  had,  long  before  thin,  fallen 
a  victim  to  the  corroding  feelings  produced  by  the 
ill  success  of  his  American  expedition  and  his  con- 
sequent disgrace  at  Court. 

Notwithstanding  the  exclusive    nature    of  La 
Roche's  patent,  private  adventurers  still  continued 
to  carry  on  a  profitable  trade  with  Canada,  without 
being  noticed  by  the  French  Government.     Soon 
after  the  death  of  the  Marquis,  his  patent  was  re- 
newed in  favour  of  M.  De  Chanvin,  a  commander 
in  the  French  navy;  and  in  1600  he  made  a  voyage 
up  the  St.  Lawrence  as  far  as  Tadousac,  where  he 
left  some  of  his  people ;  and  returned  to  France, 
with  a  cargo  of  furs.    This  adventure  proved  so 
profitable,  that  he  was  induced  to  make  a  second 
voyage  in  the  ensuing  year  for  the  same  purpose. 
He  was  equally  successful  in  this;  but,  while  pre- 
paring for  a  third  voyage,  was  summoned  to  leave 
the  work  of  exploration  in  this  world,  for  making 
those  discoveries  in  the  next,  which  are  to  be  made 
by  all  alike.    Chauvin  was  succeeded  by  De  Chatte, 
Governor  of  Dieppe,  who  resolved  to  carry  on  the 
trade  with  France  through  a  company  of  Rouen 
merchants  and  adventurers.     He  survived  his  pre- 
decessor but  a  short  time,  and  at  his  death  was 
succeeded  by  Pierre  du  Gast,  Sieur  de  Monts,  a 
a  gentleman  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  the  King  of 
France,  who,  in  1603,  obtained  a  patent  of  that  vast 
territory  extending  from  the  fortieth  to  the  forty- 
cujttbd^ree  of  North  Latitude,  constituting  him 
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Lieutenant-General  of  the  epuntry,  and  investing 
him  with  authority  to  colonize  it  and  convert  the 
natives  to  Christianity.     The  trade  of  theCanadaa 
had  by  this  time  risen  to  such  importance  that  De 
Monts  formed  a  company,  and  resolved  to  avail 
himself  of  the  great  advantages  which  were  afforded 
by  his  exclusive  patent.     To  carry  his  purpose  into 
effect,  he  fitted  up  four  ships  and  took  the  command 
of  two  upon  himself.     In  this  expedition  he  was 
accompanied  by  Samuel  Champlain,  of  Brouage,  a 
few  miles  from  Rochelle,  and  a  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Pontrincourt.     One  of  the  other  two  ships 
was  intended  to  carry  on  the  fur-trade  at  Tadousae^ 
and  Pontgrave  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  fourth.     IJis  orders  were  to  touch  at  Csmso, 
in  Nova  Scotia,  and  thence  to  proceed  to  Cape 
Breton   for  the  purpose  of   clearing  the  sea  be- 
tween that  and  the  island  of  St.  John,  from  all 
vessels  sailing  there  without  the  authority  of  De 
Monts.     On  the  17th  of  March,  1604,  De  Monts 
himself,  took  his  departure  from  Havre-de^Grace, 
and  touching  at  Acadia, — which  received  the  pedan- 
tic name  of  Nova  Sco  la,  from  the  greatest  pedant 
that  ever  lived,   our  First  James, — confiscated  a 
ship  which  he. found  trading  with  the  natives  with- 
out his  consent.     He  next  arrived  at  a  small  haven, 
to  which  he  gave  the  sheepish  appellation  oi  Mutton 
Haven.    While  cruising  in  this  way  from  place  to 
place,  Champlain,  who  spent  the  greatest  part  of 
his  time  in  the  long-boat,  directed  his  attention 
towards  the  discovery  of  some  eligible  situation  for 
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8  settlement,  and  ultimately  resolved  on  foutiding 
one  on  a  little  island  which  l\e  desi^ated,  L^Me  cfe 
St  Croix  ;  this  little  spot,  is  only  one  mile  and  a 
half  in  circumference,  and  is  situated  about  sixty 
miles  West  of  St.  John^s.  ? 

It  soon  appeared  that  he  had  made  a  very  inju- 
dicious selection ;  for,  although  the  soil  was  so 
fertile  that  the  com  which  was  sown  produced 
an  abundant  crop,  yet  on  the  approach  of  win- 
ter, the  poor  settlers  found  themselves  entirely 
d^titute  of  fresh  water  and  fire-wood.  To 
avoid  the  labour  of  fetching  water  from  the 
Continent,  they  resorted  to  the  expedient  of 
melting  snow;  and,  having  no  fresh  provisions 
they  were  compelled  to  drink  snowwater  in 
such  large  quantities,  that  in  a  short  time  every 
person  in  the  colony  became  afflicted  with  vari- 
ous diseases,  the  most  fatal  of  which  watf  the 
scurvy.  From  a  consideration  of  the  unfftness  of 
this  island  for  a  settlement,  on  the  return  of  Pont- 
grave  from  France,  the  inhabitants  were  removed 
to  Port  Royal.  Soon  after  this  occurrence,  De 
Monts  made  over  Port  Royal  to  Pontrincourt,  who 
appeared  to  be  much  enamoured  with  its  situation* 
On  the  return  of  De  Monts  to  France,  his  patent 
was  revoked,  although  ten  years  of  it  had  yet  to 
expire.  This,  however,  did  not  damp  the  enterr 
prising  ardour  of  his  spirit :  For  we  find  him  soon 
after  entering  into  new  engagements  with  Pontrin- 
court, and  chiefly  directing  his  attention  to  the  fur- 
trade  at  Tadousac. 
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The  colony  at  Port  Royal  encountered  many  dif- 
ficulties, and  were  at  one  time  in  the  act  of  leaving^ 
it,  when  they  received  a  seasonable  supply  of  pro- 
visions, from  France*  Champlain,  after  examin* 
ing  the  whole  coast  of  Acadia,  eventually  resolved 
on  founding  a  settlement  at  Quebec.  On  the  3d 
of  July,  1608,  he  arrived  at  the  spot  on  which  the 
city  now  stands,  and  after  erecting  some  hutfi,  fo^ 
the  accommodation  of  those  by  whom  he  was 
accompanied,  he  commenced  clearing  the  land. 
The  next  Spring,  they  sowed  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  wheat  and  rye,  which  turned  out  very  well, 
and  encouraged  them  to  persevere  in  the  enter- 
prise. Ghamplain  now  retired  to  France,  and  the 
year  following  visited  his  colony,  and  had  the 
pleasure  of  finding  the  settlers  in  a  healthful  and 
prosperous  cohdition.  During  his  stay  in  Canada 
on  this  occasion,  he  very  imprudently  took  an 
active  part  with  the  Hurons  and  Algonquins^ 
whose  total  extirpation  was  at  that  time  threat- 
ened by  the  parent  nation  of  the  Iroquois.  His 
object  should  have  been,  to  form  alliances  with  all 
the  Indians  on  the  Continent,  by  preserving  a  per- 
fect neutrality  of  conduct,  instead  of  meddling  in 
the  civil  broils  of  any  particular  tribe. 

In  1611  Champlain  returned  once  more  to  France, 
leavmg  Chauvin  the  commander  of  his  rising  colony. 
Oa  his  arrival  in  his  native  country,  he  and  Pont- 
grave,  by  whom  he  was  accompanied,  waited  upon 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty  at  Fontainbleau,  and. 
experienced  a  most  gracious  reception.     It  was  at 
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this  interview  that  Canada  first  received  the  name 
of  "  New  France.'^  The  next  year  Champlain 
revisited  that  country,  and  did  not  return  to  Eu- 
rope till  after  the  death  of  Henry  the  Great.  He 
was  however  nominated  lieutenant-governor  of 
New  France  with  unlimited  powers,  by  the  exist* 
ing  authorities  of  his  country  ;  and  on  his  arrival 
to  assume  the  oflSce,  he  headed  his  savage  allies  in 
an  engagement  against  the  Iroquois,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  was  wounded  in  two  places,  and 
compelled  to  leave  the  fields  and  to  spend  his  win- 
ter among  the  Indians.  In  1621,  the  Iroquois,  by 
way.  of  retaliating  for  the;  assistance  which  Cham- 
plain  had  rendered  to  the  Hurons  and  Algonquim, 
attempted  the  entire  expulsion  of  the  French  from 
Canada,  but  they  proved  unsuccessful  in  their 
endeavours. 

In  1626;  Quebec  firat  assumed  the  appearance  ef 
a  regular  town.  At  this  time  religious  disputes 
and  animosities  had  arrived  at  a  dreadful  pitch. 
The  majority  of  the  colonists  were  Hugonots,  and 
the  renlainder  Roman  Catholics.  Until  the  year 
.1627  the  government  of  the  country  was  vested  in 
Protestants,  but  was  afterwards  by  order  of  Cardi- 
nal Richelieu^  then  prime  minister  of  France,  con- 
signed to  100  persons  of  the  Roman  Catholic  per- 
suasion, called  ^^  the  Company  of  One  Hundred 
Associates,"'  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  Cardinal 
himself,  with  the  Mareschal  Defiat  and  other  per* 
iK>ns  of  eminence. 
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In  1629,  Charles  the  First  of  England  granted  a 
commission  to  David  Kertk  and  some  of  his  valiant 
liinsmen^    to    conquer  the  French  dominions    in 
America ;  and  the  better  to  enable  them  to  do  thi^, 
he  fitted  out  a  fleet  for  the  express  purjpiose.   Kertk 
conquered  all  the  settlements  below  Quebec ;  and, 
on  arriving  opposite  that  city^  desired  Champlaiii 
to  surrender  it  to  the  arms  of  England.     Chamr 
plain,  though  conscious  of  his  entire  inability  to 
defend  it,  sent  a  message  to  the  British  Officer, 
that  they  were  .determined  to  hold  by  the  port  to 
the  last  extremity.     While  Kertk  was  listening  to 
this  haughty  reply,  he  received  information  that  a 
French  squadron  had  just  entered  the  river,  com- 
manded by  Roquemont  and  provided  with  supplies 
for    the  relief   of   Quebec.    Kertk    immediately 
tacked  about,  and,  dropping  down  the  river,  soon 
fell  in  with  the  enemy ;  but  the  French  commander, 
instead  of  avoiding  him,  gave  him  battle,  and  \vas 
defeated   with   the  loss  of   his  whole  squadron* 
Kertk  again  made  his  appearance  off  Point  Levi) 
and  sent  an  officer  on  shore  at  Quebec  to  summon 
that  city  to  surrender.     Champlain,  now  reduced 
to.  great  distress  for  want  of  supplies,  and  by  no 
means  able  to  resist  the  English  force,  surrend^ed 
the  city  by  capitulation.     The  terms  of  this  capita- 
latioin  were  very  fevourable  to  tihe  French  colon^y^ 
andthey  were  so  punetually  and  honourably  fulfilled 
by  the  English,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  French, 
chose  to  remain  with  their  captors,  rather  thftn  gf^ 
as  had  been  stipulated,  to  France.    ^^  Thub  was  the 
Vol.  I.  C  c 
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capital  of  New  France  subdued  by  the  arms  of 
England,  just  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  before 
its  final  conquest  by  the  celebrated  Wolfe* — It  did 
'hot  howerer  remain  long  in  th^  hands  of  the 
^English ;  f pr  at  the  treaty  of  St.  Germains  in 
«1^2,  not  only  Canada,  but  also  Acadia  and  Cape 
^Breton  were  resigned  to^  the  French  King,  by  his 
nk>yal  brother-in-law  King-  Charles  the  first. 
^  -  In  16M,  the  company  of  New  France  was  re- 
instated in  all  its  rights,  and  Champlain  again 
^assumed  the.  reins  of  government.  He  met  with 
^  much  difficulty,  in  carrying  many  of  his  plans  i&to 
execution;  in  consequence  of. the  opposition  of 
isome  tribes  of  Indians,  which  arose  from  his  im- 
prudent alliances  against  the  Iroquois.  In  1636 
Champlain  died  at  Quebec,  a  city  of  which  he 
^might  justly  be  called  the  father,  as  he  was  the 
'founder ;  and  whose  inhabitants  mourned  for  hb 
^losswith  a  truly  filial  afiectiom  He  is  ^called  by 
"the  French  Historian  Charlevoix,  ^^  a  true  and 
'faithful  historian,  an  observant  traveller,  a  judicious 
writer,  an  excellent  geometrician,  and  a  skilful 
mariner."  Champlain  was  succeeded  in  the  govern- 
ment of  New  France  by  M.  De  Montmagny. 

In  16d9,  Madame  De  la  Peltrie,  a  pious  Catholic 
lady  of  fortune,  went  to  Quebec,  accompanied  by 
three  Ursulines  and  liGi  Jeune  Superieure  of  the 
Jesuit  mission  into  Canada.  This  good  lady 
founded  the  Ursuline  Convent  at  Quebec,  and  is 
'  said  to  have  had  such  a  zeal  for.  the  comfort  aad 
conversion  of  the  native  Canadians,  that  she  actu^ 
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ally  qultivated  the  earth  with  her  own  hands,  to 
increase  her  means  of  doing  good. 

In  1640,  MaisQimeuve,  a  gentleman  of  Gham- 
paigne,  brought  over  several  fiE»nilies  to  Montreal, 
the  French  King  Imving  vested  the  property  of  tfae 
whole  island  in  thirty-five  associates,  of  whom 
Maisonneuve  was  tfae  chief.  No  event  of  any  im^ 
portance,  relative. to  the  settlemmt  of  Canada^ 
took  place  from  1640  to  1685,  at  which  period  the 
whole  white  population  of  the  country  amounted 
only  to  17,000  souls. 

In  1709,  a  plan  was  formed  by  Lord  Sunder- 
land, then.  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  subversion 
of  the  French  power  in  Canada,  Acadia,  and  New- 
foundland, but  it  either  did  not  succeed,  or  was 
not  carried  into  effect.  In  the  following  year. 
Colonel  Schugler  sailed  from  New  York  to  Eng^r 
land,  with  a  view  to  impress,  on  the  tninds  of  th6 
British  ministry,  the  necessity  of  adopting  some 
vigorous  measures  for  reducing  Canada  to'  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain.  He  was  accompanied  by 
five  Indian  Chiefs,  who  gave  assurances  of  their 
fidelity  to  Queen  Atine,  and  earnestly  solicited  her 
assistance  against  their  common  enemies,  the 
French. 

In  1769,  the  gallant  Wolfe  effected  the  conqui^st 
of  Quebec;  but  it  was  not  until  the  close  of 
1760,  that  Canada  became  entirely  subject  to  the 
British  arms. 

In  1763^  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,    declaring  and  describing  the 
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beuiidaries  of  the  Province  of  Quebec;  and,  im- 
mediately after,  -^^  in  testimony  of  the  royal  sense 
and  approbation  of  the  conduct  and  bravery  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army,  and  to  reward 
the  same/'  the  Governors  were  empowered  to 
grant  lands,  without  fee  or  reward,  to  such  re- 
duced officers  and  disbanded  soldiers  as  had  served 
in  America  during  the  late  war. 

To  a  Field»officer      ...        5,000  acres. 

Captain       3,000  ditto. 

Subaltern  or  Staff-OflBcer       ...  2,000  do. 

Non-commiBstoned officer...  200  do. 

Private             50  do. 

On  the  subjugation  of  Canada^  the  whole  popu- 
lation amounted  to  60,000  souls. 

In  1763,  only  four  years  after  the  reduction  of 
Quebec,  the  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  Canada 
amounted  to  £8,623  168.  lldL 

In  1775,  Montgomery  and  Arnold,  the  Ameri- 
can Generalu^  made  their  unsuccessful  attack  upon 
Quebec*  ' 

In  1783,  the  year  in  which  the  Revolutionary 
War  terminated,  Lower  Canada  contained  a 
population  of  113,000  souls,  and  Upper  Canada 
J0,000. 
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UW8.AND  CONSTITUTION  OF  THB^  TWO  PROVINCBt  — » OOTBRNOll^ 
LBOISLATIVB  AND  XXBCUTIVB  COUNCILS,  AND  IIOU8B  OFASSBX* 
BtT  IN  1«0WBB  CANADA— COURT  OT  APPEAL— DBSCRIPTIpN  OP. 
THB  BARRI8TBR8— -COMPLICATBD  NATURB  OF  THB  LAWS  OF  TUB 
LOWBR  PROVINCB-— THB  VARIOUS  TBNURBS  BY  WHICH  LlNDS 
ABB  HBLD  IN  CANADA^— MANNER  IN  WHICH  THB  COUNTI^Y  WAB 
FIRST  BBTTLED,  AND  THB  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  GRANTS— BAIL 
AMPHITBOTIQUB,  OR  LONG  LEASE— CENSITB-^LODS  ET  VENTES^. 
OB  FlI^BS  OF  ALIENATION  —  FIEFS  —  QUINT  ET  RELIEF— COM- 
MUNITB    DE  BfMV,  OR  CO-PARTNERSHIP  IN  MARRIAOB. 

Previous  to  the  year  1660^  although  more  thaa- 
half  a  century  had  then  elapsed  since  the  settle- 
ment of  Canada^  the  influence  of  law  was  entirely, 
unknown  in  the  country.     The  military  authorityv 
was  all  which  at  that  time  existed,  and  even  thit 
was  administered  by  the  French  governor  or  }At 
lieutenant.    The  power  of  trying  and  condeinni)ig 
all  persons,  whatever  their  rank  or  condition  ixK 
life  might  be,  was  his ;  and  his  decisions,  as  might 
be  expected^  were  not  always  favourable  to  the 
innocent,  nor  merciful  to  the  guilty.     His  most 
arbitrary  and  extravagant  commands  were  obeyed, 
without  any  question  of  their  expediency,  validity, 
or  justice^    In  this  deplorable  situation  of  dffairsj, 
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individuals  were  frequently  imprisoned  without 
even  a  shadow  .  of  delinquency ^  and  were  sen- 
tenced to  some  ignominious  punishment  without 
being  permitted  to  rebut  the  accusations  of  their 
enemies. 

In  1660^  a  tribvnal  was  appqintod  for  the  trial  of 
all  civil  actions,  and  the  costume  de  Paris  formed 
tlie  code  by  which  its  judgments  were  to  be  di- 
rected. This  tribunal  was  in  existence  in  1760, 
when  the  country  fell  itito  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lish. Frjom  that  period, until  1774,  the  English 
laws^  both  in  civil  and  criminal  cases^  [were  the 
only  ones  that  were  administered  by  the  new 
government.  It  was,  however,  a  cause  of  gre&t 
dissatisfaction  to  the  people,  that  they  were  go-  , 
vemed  by  laws  with  w:hich  they  were  utterly  unac- 
quainted; and  no  wonder,  for  they  were  admi- 
nistered by  mffVL~BS  familiar  with  English  jurispru*. 
deboe  as  the  Canadians  themselves  I  At.  Quebec 
and  Three  Rivers,  ofBoers  of  the  army, .  whoaa 
ediicatioo  and  previous  habits  had  made  them  much 
more  intimate  with  Champagne  and  Burgundy, 
than- with  Coke  and  Blackstone,  were  appointed 
judges  both-  in  civil  and  in  criminal  afiSurs.  la 
Montreal,  the  judges  were  aeleeted  from  among 
the  most  respectable  of  the  British  popiilation,--«i 
race  of  men  whom  general  JMfurray,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Lordfli  of  Trade  and  Plantation,  descoribes  a& 
^^  of  mean  edncation,  who,  havi^g^  their  fortunes 
to  make,  were  not  over  solicitov^s  about  ike  meansy 
so  the0ndmgh%  be  secured ;  in  a  word^  as  thenost 
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iflUDoral  set  of  men  he  ever  knew*"  The  French 
noUesse,  who  were  numerous^  and  wba  piqued 
themaelves  on  the  antiquity  of  their  fsuniUes^  on 
their  own  military  glory,  and  on  that  of.  their  anoed*- . 
ton,  were  justly  offended  at  having  such  persons 
deputed  to  govern  them.  They  complained  of 
injustice  and  oppression ;  and,  for  a  long  time^ 
nothing  but  disorder  and  animosity  reigned  in  the 
Province. 

In  the  year  1774,  the  British  Parliament  took  > 
the  matter  into  serious  consideration,  and  passed 
an  Act,  declaring  all  former  provisions  relating  to 
the  Province  null  and  void^  and  directing  that  all 
future  disputes  about  property  should  be  settled 
by  the  original  laws  of  Canada,  but  that  the  laws 
of  England  should  still  be  enforced  in  criminai4* 
CASS8.  This  new  act  was  productive  of  very  favour-; 
able  consequences.    The  restoration  of  the  costume 
de  Paris,  of  ecclesiastical  dixmesy  and  feudal  obli- . 
gationis,  satisfied  the  Canadians^  and  established  the 
tranquillity  of  the  country. 

Until  1791,  the  whole  of  the  immense  territory  nowr 
comprised  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  retnained  'mr 
this  manner,  under  the  designation  of  ^^  the  Province: 
of  Quebec."      In  1791,  the  Quebec  bill  of  1774 
was  repealed^  and  another  bill  passed,  deiclarii^-. 
that  the  Colony  should  be  divided  into  two  dis- 
tinct governments ;  and  that  separate  legislatures, 
formed  on  the  princijiles  of  the  British  Constitu- 
tion, should  be  assigned  to  each  of  Uiem. 
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:  The  GoVeruinent  cf  Lower  Canada  is  admiid^- 
tere4  by  a  Governor,  a  Lieutenani-Goyemor^  a 
Legislative  and  an  Executive  Council^  and  aHouie. 
of  Assembly. 

The  Legislativs  Council  consists  of  26  mem- 
bers, who  are  appointed  by  a  writ  of  Manclamus 
from  the  King.  They  must  be  natural-bom  sub- 
jects, persons  naturalized,  or  such  persons  as  have 
become  subjects  by  the  conquest  and  cession  of  the 
country.  The  members  hold  their  seats  for  life, 
unless  they  remain  absent  from  the  country  for 
more  than  four  years,  without  having  obtained  the 
permission  of  his  Majesty. 

The  Executive  Council  consists  of  13  mem- 
bers, who  are  also  appointed  by  his  Majesty. 
They  exercise  an  authority  over  the  affairs  of  the 
Province,  exactly  similar  to  that  which  is  exer- 
cised by  the  Privy  Council  over  the  affairs  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  House  of  Assembly  at  present  consists  of 
fifty  members,  who  are  chosen  every  four  years  by 
persons  who  are  possessed  of  property  to  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  forty  shillings.  In  cities  or  towns, 
the  members  are  elected  either  by  persons  who  pos- 
sess a  tract  of  land  therein  of  the  clear  yearly  value 
of  ^5. ;  or  by  those  who  have  resided  in  the  place 
twelve  months  previous  to  the  issuing  of  a  writ  of 
summons. 

The  criminal  code  of  England  extends  to  the 
Lower,  as  well  as  to  the  Upper  Province.  The  laws^ 
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are  administered  by  two  Chief  Justices,  and  six 
puisne  Judges,  and  an  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Ge« 
neral :  Beside  these,  a  provincial  Judge  is  appointed 
for  the  District  of  Three  Rivers;  an9ther,  for  the 
Inferior  District  of  Gaspe;  and  a  Judge  of  the 
Vice-admiralty  Court,  who  resides  at  Quebec. 

Tjtiere  is  also  A  Court  op  Appeal,  in  which 
the  Governor  presides^  with  the  assistance  of  his. 
Lieutenant,  not  less  than  five  members  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council,  and  such  of  the  law-officers  as  have . 
had  no  cognizance  of  the  previous  trial.  Firom 
the  decision  of  this  tribunal  there  is  still  an  appeal 
to  his  Majesty  in  Council. 

So  complicated  are  the  laws,  so  indifferently 
understood,  and  so  ill-defined,  that  law-suits  are  as 
numerous  in  every  part  of  the  country,  $ls  excom- 
munications and  indulgences  were  in  England  in 
the  early  days  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  The  Judges, 
who  are,  for  aught  I  know,  well-meaning  men  and; 
upright  in  their  profession,- do  not  appear  to  possess 
much  of  that  extensive  knowledge  and  profound 
erudition,  which  so  eminently  distinguish  such  cha-^ 
racters  in  England.  The  Barristers  are  not  deeply 
read  in  the  laws ;  for  they  have  but  few  opportu- 
nities of  improving  themselves,  being  either  natives 
of  the  country,  or  enterprizing  young  men  from 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  who,  finding  it  impossible 
to  procure  a  respectable  livelihood  in  any  other 
way,  have  embraced  the  profession  of  the  law 
without  any  previous  course  of  study  to  qualify 
them  for  such  an  important  employment^  except 
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what  is  barely  sufficient  to  entitle  them  in  Canada 
to  the  appellation  of  ^^  professional  men^'^  whidt 
would  be  more  descriptive  if  reversed  into  ^^  men 
of  profession."  The  forms  of  proceeding^  are  so 
vague  and  undefined,  that  it  is  very  difficult,  and 
particularly  for  strangers,  to  obtain  advice  which 
may  be  confided  in^  even  from  the  most*  eminent 
amongst  them ; — a  state  of  things  in  which  various 
suits  have  their  origin,  and  are  followed  by  their 
consequent  evils.  To  say  the  truth,  the  study  of 
the' law  in  Canada  is  exceedingly  perplexing;-  a^nd 
the  want  of  a  regular  University,  (kr  some  other 
kind  of  Seminary,in  which  the  miind  might  be  eltrly 
familiarized  with  the  first  broad  principles  of  juris- 
prudence^  renders  it  a  v^ry  hard  matter  for  young 
men,  howQver  industrious  and  clever,  to  arrive  at 
eminence  in  the  profession^  In  adquiHng  a  com* 
petent  knowledge  of  all  the  codes,  ordinancei^ 
statutes^  and  declarations,  by  which  the  Provinee 
10  governed,  such  intense  application  would  be  re-^ 
quired  as  few  persons  are  able  or  willing  to  bestow, 
at  an  advanced  period  of  life,  and  after  their  atten- 
tion has  for  many  years  been  engrossed  by  perhapa 
equally  laborious  pursuits;  and  to  this  cause,  pro- 
bably, more  than  to  any  want  of  natural  talent  in 
the  Canadian  lawyers  of  British  origin^  may  their 
general  incompetency  be  imputed. 

The  laws  by  which  Lower  Camida  is  govwned^ 
are  th^^Cbstume  de  Farts,  or  .^^Custom  ^f  Faris/' 
as  it  existed  in  France  in  the  year  lOfiO^— tha 
^^  Civil  or  Roman  Law,'' in  cases  where  the  Custom 
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of  Paris  is  silent^ — the  edicts,  declarations  and  or- 
dinances of  the  French  Governors  of  Canada^*— the 
Acts  of  the  British  Parliament  passed  concerning 
Canada, — and  by  the  English  Criminal  Law  mtotai 
This  complication  of  laws  is  at  present  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  peaceable  government  of  the 
country :  But  how  much  better  would  it  have 
been,  for  the  present  and  future  inhabitants  of 
Canada,  if  the  English  Law,  in  civil  as  well  as  in 
criminal  cases,  had  been  continued  in  force  from  its 
first  introduction  into  the  Province  I  The  laws,  as 
they  are  now  administered,  may  be  classed  undet 
four  distinct  heads, — ^the  Criminal,  Civil,  Commer- 
cialand  Maritime* 

The  CaiMtNAC  Law,  to  which  both  the  French 
and  <the  British  are  subject,  is  wholly  English. 

^^  The  Civil  Law,  or  compound  of  laws  regarding  ^ 
property,  is  taken  from  the  Costume  de  PaHsyivovk 
the  civil  law  of  the  Romans,  and  from  such  edicts,i 
declarations  and  ordinances  as  were  at  any  time 
made  by  the  French  Governors  of  Canada;  These 
laws  embrace  a  great  variety  of  subjects,  particu-^ 
larly  ,the  feudal  tenures,  seignories,  feifs  and  estates, 
l)ekl  nobly  or  by  villanage,  moveable  or  immove-> 
able  jNToperty,  marriage-dowers,  and  community  of 
^operty  between  man  and  wife." 

The  CoMMEBciAL  Law  relates  only  to  mercantile 
transactions,  and  is  regulated  nearly  in  the  same 
manner  as  in  England,  except  that  in  such  cases 
there  J3  no  trial  by  jury. 

The  Maeitimb  Law,  or  court  of  Vice  Admiralty, 
is  wholly  English. 
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In  Upper  Canada^  all  lands  obtained  from  the' 
crown  are  held  in  free  and  common  soccage  ;  but, 
in  the  Lower  Province,  all  lands  granted  by  the 
French  Kings  are  held  under  the  feudal  tenures. 

When  the  colony  was  first  settled,  extensive 
grants  of  land,  called  **  seigniories/'  were  made 
to  oflScers  of  the  army,  or  to  such  other  influential 
characters  as  possessed  sufficient  interest  to  procure 
them.  The  Seigneurs  were  generally  noblesse  of 
small  fortune ;  and,  being  unacquainted  with  agri- 
culture, and  not  very  partial  to  its  calm  pursuits, 
were  never  much  disposed  to  undertake  the  culti- 
vation of  their  extensive  Canadian  estates.  They 
therefore  assigned  a  great  portion  of  their  seigni- 
ories to  those  soldiers  who  evinced  a  disposition  to 
continue  in  the  country,  and  to  such  other  emigrants 
as  were  favourably  recommended  to  them.  The 
quantity  of  land  ceded  to  each  of  these  persons, 
amounted  to  about  240  acres,  commencing  at  the 
banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  with  a  front  of  three 
acres  in  breadth,  and  running  back  into  the  coun- 
try to  a  length  of  about  eighty  acres.  The  con- 
ditions upon  which  these  grants  were  made,  were, 
that  the  Seigneur  should  receive  a  quit-rent  for 
ever,  together  with  a  small  annual  rent,  usually 
between  is.  6(f.  and  6^.,  and  certain  trifling  articles 
of  domestic  consumption,  such  as  a  pair  of  fowls, 
a  goose,  or  a  bushel  of  wheat.  The  grantees  were 
also  bound  to  grind  their  corn  at  the  Moulin  Ban- 
naly  or  the  Lord's  Mill,  where  a  fourteenth  is 
taken  for  the  Lord's  use,  as  mouline,  or  payment 
for  grinding.    In  this  manner,  the  great  mass  of 
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the  Canadians  hold  their  land ;  but  many  farms  are 
held  by  various  other  tenures^  particularly  by  that 
of  bail  amphiteoiique^  or  long  lease  of  20^  30^  .40^ 
or  any  number  of  years^  subject  also  to  a  small 
annual  rent. 

But  the  most  grievous  restriction^  under  \?hich 
the  Canadians  labour  with  respect  to  the  tenure  of 
their  lands^  is  that  which  compels  them  to  pay  to  the 
Seigneur  what  are  termed  "  lods  et  ventesy^  or  fines 
of  alienation  on  all  mutations  of  property  enroture. 
By  this  law>  if  an  estate  changes  its  proprietors 
half  a  dozen  times  in  a  year,  the  Seigneur  is 
entitled  on  every  mutation  to  receive  one-twelfth 
of  the  whole  purchase-money;  which  one- twelfth,  be 
it  remembered,  must  be  paid  by  the  new  purchaser, 
and  is  exclusive  of  the  sum  agreed  to  be  given  to 
the  actual  proprietor.  To  preclude  the  possibility  of 
practising  any  fraud  upon  the  Seigneur,  he  has  the 
privilege  of  purchasing  the  property  himself,  for 
the  price  stipulated  between  the  parties,  if  he  be 
of  opinion,  that  it  is  less  than  the  ajctual  value  of 
the  property,  and  choose  to  exercise  this  prero- 
gative within  forty  days  from  the  announcement 
of  sale. 

Fief  is  an  estate  held  on  conditions  of  fealty 
and  homage,  and  certain  rights  payable  by  the 
grantee  to  the  Lord  of  whom  the  fief  is  held. 
These  rights  are  quinte  and  relief:  The  former  is 
the  fifth  part  of  the  purchase-money,  and  must  be 
paid  on  every  transfer  of  the  property  by  sale,  or 
what  may  be  esteemed  equivalent  to  sale.  The 
only  property  which  is  exempt  from  the  payment 
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of  this  charge,  is  that  which  changes  its  proprietors 
in  the  line  of  hereditary  succession.  If  the  quinU 
is  paid  immediately  by  the  purchaser,  it  entitles 
him  to  the  rebat,  or  a  reduction  of  two-thirds  of 
the  quinte. 

, '  '^  Relief  is  the  revenue  of  one  year  due  to  the  Lord 
for  certain  mutations ; — ^thus,  if  a  fief  comes  to  a 
vassal  by  succession  in  the  direct  line,  there  is 
nothing  due  to  the  Seigneur,  except  fealty  and 
homage  j — ^but  if  in  the  coUaterai  line,  then  a  fine 
is  paid  to  the  Lord  by  the  new  proprietor,  o&  his 
taking  up  the  estate  so  lapsed,  or  fallen,  by  the 
death  of  the  late  tenant.  To  prevent  any  frauds 
the  feudal  Lord  has  also  the  power  of  taking  tins 
property  to  himself  for  the  sum  for  which  itr  n 
alleged  to  be  sold," 

,  The  succession  to  fiefs  is  different  froih  tihai  Of 
property  held  e;»  roture  or  by  villenage.  Under  the 
former  tenure,  the  oldest  son,  if  there  are  moreihan 
two,  is  entitled  to  the  chateauy  or  principal  man8ioQ:<- 
house,  with  an  acre  of  the  garden  adjoining  thensr 
unto,  and  half  the  real  estate,  with  all  milb, 
presses,,  or  ovens  erected  on  the  whole  of  the 
premises.  The  remaining  property  is  equally 
divided  among  the  heirs,  if  they  exceed  two;  but 
if  there  are  only  two,  the  elder  has  a  right  to  twor 
thirds  of  the  fief,  the  mansion-house,  &c. ;  and  the 
younger,  to  the  remaining  third*  If  the  oldest  son 
dies  without  issue,  the  next  does  not  succeed  to  bis 
part  of  the  estate ;  but  it  is  equally  divided  amoi^ 
the  surviving  heirs.  ' 
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In  Canada,  a  married  man  cannot  dispose  of  his 
estate,  without  the  consent  of  his  wife ;  for  she  is 
entitled  by  her  marriage-rights  to  one  half  of  the 
property  possessed  by  her  husband^  and  also  to  a 
similar  division  of  all  property  which  may  subse- 
quently become  his  in  the  direct  line  of  inheritance. 
This  is  called  ^^  the  customary  dower,"  to  distin- 
guish it  from  the  stipulated  dower,  which  is  a  sum 
of  money  sometimes  laid  apart  for  the  wife  in  lieu 
of  the  customary  dower.  If  the  wife  outlives  her 
husband,  she  has  no  power  to  will  or  otherwise  to 
dispose  of  her  dower,  as  it  falls  to  the  childrrai  of 
her  first  husband. 

This  community  of  property  between  ma^  and 
wife,  is  often  a  source  of  very  bad  consequences. 
When  the  wife  dies  without  a  will,  ^er  children 
have  the  power  of  claiming  their  mother's  division 
of  the  family-estates ;  however  expedient  it  may 
be  for  the  father  to  hold  it,  that  the  younger 
branches  of  the  family  may  be  suitably  maintained 
and  educated..  It  not  unfrequently  happens, 
that  tradesmen,  finding  it  convenient  to  balance 
their  creditors'  accounts,  by  an  entry  on  the  friendly 
side  oi profit  and  loss^  afterwards  carry  on  business 
in  the  name  of  their  wives,  but  not  without  strong 
suspicion  that  a  community  of  property  still  existe 
between  thenu 

.  It  is  very  unsafe  to  purchase  property  in  Canada, 
unless  the  sale  is  effected  by  the  agency  of  a  sheriff, 
whose  notijicaiion  of  sale  clears  it  from  all  incum- 
brances and  uncertainty. 
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1.AW8    AND    OOVERNMBNT    OF   UPPER    CANADA— DESCRIPTION    OF 

THE   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES —*  ELECTIONS ANECDOTE— 

THE  PROVINCIAL  [PARLIAMENT  MORE  RESPECTAELB  THAN  IN 
FORMER  DAYS— -COURT  OF  KINiB's  BENCH— .DISTRICT  COURTS- 
COURTS  OF  REQUEST  —  GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  JURORS  — 
JUSTICES  OF  THE   PEACi;. 

In    Upper  Canada  the  form  of   government  is 
exactly  similar  to  that  of  the  sister  Provinoe. 

The  Legislative  Council  at  present  consists 
of  seventeen  members^  appointed^  as  in  Lower 
Canada,  by  Mandamus  from  the  King,  according,  I 
presume,  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor.  The  members  of  this  assembly  are 
the  most  respectable  persons  in  the  Province,  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Council  excepted,  who 
are  men  of  exactly  the  same  rank  in  life.  All  these 
are  dignified  with  the  title  of  "  Honourable,"  and 
are  perhaps  the  only  body  of  men  in  the  country 
that  would  not  disgrace  the  appellation.  They  are 
not  only  men  of  moderate  property  and  respect* 
able  literary  acquirements,  in  the  American  accep- 
tation of  these  terms,  but  also  ^qnen  who  can  boast 
of  as  much  integrity  as  is  commonly  the  lot  of 
*^  American  Nobility,"  if  the  term  maybe  allowed. 
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The  ExECUTiTE  Council  conaists  of  only  gix 
membem,  the  majority  of  whom  are  likewise  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  CounciL 

The  HouME  OF  Representatites^  or  Commons, 
is  composed  of  forty  members,  who  are  a  "  motley 
crew"  of  all  nations,  trades,  and  professions,  from 
the  dusky  blacksmith  to  the  plodding  lawyer.  To 
an  European,  accustomed  to  consider  ^members  of 
Parliament"  as  men  of  distinguished  rank>  eminent 
abilities,  and  splendid  fortune,  a  Canadian  ^^  House 
of  Assembly"  exhibits  a  most  ludicrous  appearance, 
and  awakens  in  the  mind  none  of  those  dignified 
and  patriotic  feelings  which  the  consciousness  of 
living  under  an  enlightened  legislature  cannot  fail 
to  inspire.  In  Canada,  instead  of  men  of  rank^ 
fortune,  and  talents,  you  behold  blacksmiths, 
tailors,  tavern-keepers,  and  lawyers,  debating  the 
grave  and  important  matters  of  State,  in  lan«* 
gnage  graced  with  all  the  technicalities  of  their 
various  professions,  from  which  also  they  gene- 
rally borrow  apt  and  edifying  illustrations.  Their 
discussions  are  very  seldom  interesting;  but  if 
they  fail  to  please  by  the  want  of  variety  in  mat- 
ter or  of  elegance  of  diction,  that  is  partly  counter- 
balanced by  the  diversity  of  sounds,  and  the  sin- 
gularity of  the  sentiments  which  they  convey.  At 
one  time  the  bold  and  masculine  eloquence. 

The  long  majestic  march,  and  energy  divine 

of  Vulcan,  falls  like  a  train  of  thunder-claps  upon 
the  ear.    At  another  time  you  have  the  effeminate 
Vol  I.  D  D  i 
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oi^atpry   of  an  humble  tailor^  which  so  aearly 
resembles 

Dying  winds  and  waters  when  they  gently  meet, 

that  strangers  have  to  re^et  the  circumstance 
of  Mr.  Snip's  being  "  frequently  inaudible  below  the 
bar,"  in  consequence  of  which  they  lose  the  thread 
of  his  discourse. — The  debate  is  continued  by  "  mine 
host  of  the  Garter/'  or  of  some  other  tavern,  whose 
obsequious  rhetoric,  and  well-fed  countenance,  can- 
not &il  to  point  him  out  to  the  spectators,  as  ^^  Mr. 
Boniface,"  who  half  an  hour  before  appeared  at 
*^  the  bar," — ^butnot  of  the  HotAse. — The  insinuating 
lawyer  appears  at  intervals,,  and  being  accustomed 
to  play  with  considerable  felicity  upon  words,  u 
a  good  musician  with  a  bad  instrument,  he  con- 
trives, with  the  bass  of  the  blacksmith^  the  tenor 
t>f  the  tailor,  and  the  ctmnier  of  the  shop-keeper,  to 
produce  something  like  music  from  these  jarring 
strings,  and  to  give  a  sort  of  harmonious  consist- 
ency to  the  otherwise  rugged  debate.  He  is  very 
diligent  in  maintaining  the  forms  and  privileges  of 
the  House,  and  is  the  <^  Te  Duce^^  of  the  assembly. 
-  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  literary  talentst 
family  influence,  and  government  interest,  lyre  the 
only- things  which  afford  a  man  any  well-founded 
hopes  of  being  selected  to  represent  his  country- 
men in  that  honourable  House, — the  British  Senate. 
But  in  the  Canadas,  literary  talents  are  rarely  to  be 
*  found ;  and,  if  found,  are  seldom  properly  appre- 
ciated, or  regarded  as  qualifications  essential  to  the 
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discharge  of  public  duties  r  And  as  io  family  influ^ 
encCy  or  government  interest^  in  a  country  where  few 
can  trace  their  genealogy  farther  back  than  to  their 
own  birth-place,  and  in  which  there  is  little  for 
the  government  to  give  and  less  to  take  away,  I 
do  not  imagine  that  much  can  be  done  by  virtue  of 
either.  It  may  then  be  asked,  ^^  By  what  means 
'^  do  gentlemen  in  Canada  obtain  a  seat  in  the  repre-* 
"  sentative  body  of  the  country  ?"  This  is  a  ques- 
tion, which  I  once  put  to  a  gentleman  well  ac* 
quainted  with  Canada;  and  his  reply,  though  laugh-* 
able,  was  certainly  not  without  some  foundation 
in  truth.  He  said,  *^  It  generally  happens,  that  in 
"  every  county  four  or  five  persons  at  least  become 
^'  candidates  for  this  honour.  These  persons  are 
"  Qsuajly  country-shopkeepers,  village-lawyers, 
^  and  upstart  tavern-keepers :  If  a  shop-keeper, 
^'  who  gives  liberal  credit,  appears  on  the  hustings, 
^'  he  is  sure  to  be  elected  \  but  if  no  sUch  person 
'^  presents  himself,  the  freeholders  invariably  select 
^^  the  j^atest  fool  in  the  lot,  consoling  themselves 
^^  with  the  idea,  that  though  he  may  d^  but  little 
"  good,  he  can  do  no  harm.^' — This  answer,  how 
singular  soever  it  may  appear,  is  probably  the  best 
that  could  be  returned  to  such  a  question ;  for  if 
the  freholders  of  both  Upper  and  Lower  Canada 
were  not  influenced  by  some  extraordinary  ideas 
on  the  subject  of  legislation,  most  of  the  members 
who  now  compose  the  representative  body  of  these 
Provinces,  would  have  been  left  at  home  to  sell 
their  brandy,  to  measure  the  corporations  of  their 
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customert/or  to  learn  their  alphabets^ — pursttits 
far  more  congenial  to  their  previous  habits,  and 
better  fitted  for  the  display  of  their  capabilities^than 
the  exalted  station  of  profound  legislators. 

There  are,  however,  several  members  in  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada,  whose 
learning  and  eloquence  would  not  disgrace  even 
the-  British  Parliament.  The  Attorney  General 
and  Dr.  Baldwin, — the  one,  member  for  the  town 
and  the  other  for  the  county  of  York, — are  men 
of  very  respectable  talents.  Dr.  Baldwin  is  an 
Irishman  by  birth,  and  a  Lawyer  by  profession ; 
notwithstanding  which,  I  have  frequently  heard 
him  named  as  the  only  honest  maji  in  the 
Province;  and  he  is  familiarly,  and,  I  believe, 
justly,  styled,  ^^  the  upright  Lawyer."  Qolonel 
Sherwood,  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Mr.  Hagerman,  Mr. 
Jones  Jones,  and  Colonel  Nichols,  are  members  of 
considerable  abilities ;  although,  of  these,  Messi^. 
Sherwood,  Hagerman,  and  Jones  only,  are  men  of 
education.  All  three  are  eminent  Lawyers,  and 
Mr.  Hagerman  undoubtedly  possesses  many  of  the 
qualities  which  belong  to  a  distinguished  orator. 
The  other  members,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
are  destitute  both  of  natural  and  acquired  talento, 
and,  in  my  judgment,  are  much  better  adapted  to 
dig  canals  for  the  benefit  and  improvement  of  the 
Province,  than  to  frame  laws  for  its  government. 
Nature  certainly  never  designed  them  for  the  latter 
high  occupation,  but  has  admirably  fitted  them  for 
the  former.     What  a  pity  they  i^hould  counteract 
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her  wise  proviaioiis!  Yet  it  may  be  gratifying  to. 
those  who  rejoice  in  the  progressive  improvement 
of  our  colonies^  to  learn^  that,  notwithstanding 
the  almost  totiil  absence  of  literary  information^ 
the  great  majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  are 
now  able  to  read  the  bills  which  come  before  them, 
with  tolerable  ease, — particularly  when  they  are 
printed  in  a  large  type.  Many  also,  who  cannot 
yet  write  their  own  names,  are  advancing  in  their 
knowledge  of  penmanship,  and  have  acquired  con- 
siderable skill  in  making  their  significant  X  marks. 
It  is,  moreover,  confidently  expected,  that,  as 
night-schools  ai-e  becoming  common  in  every  part 
of  the  country,  those  members  who  have  hitherto 
received  no  education  will  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunities  which  now  exist,  and  will  be  able  by 
the  next  or  following  session  to  read  for  their  own 
information  the  written  journals  of  the  House* 

The  elections  in  the  Upper  Province  are  very 
laughably  conducted.  I  have  attended  one  or  two, 
and  was  much  entertained  with  thei  variety  of  sub- 
jects which  occupied  the  attention  of  the  candi- 
dates, each  of  whom  is  expected  to  afford  a  speci- 
men of  his  oratorical  powers,  before  the  opening 
of  the  poll.  By  listening  to  these  inaugural 
oratiotis,  a  stranger  becomes  intimately  convers- 
ant with  the  circumstances  and  dispositions  of  the 
respective  competitors.  The  first  person  who 
stands  up  to  speak,  usually  gives  a  brief  outline  of 
the  most  striking  fetatures  in  the  lives  and  characters 

of  his  antagonists  j  and  if  their  faUiers*  have  been 
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false  in  their  loyalty,  or  their  mothers  ^^  frail  in 
virtue,"  this  foremost  orator  never  fails  to  inform 
his  constituents  of  the  circumstance,  in  the  most 
good-natured  manner  imaginable,  but  in  lanfi^iiage 
the  most  obnoxious  and  undisguised*  His  antago- 
nists in  their  turn  retaliate,  and  discharge,  with 
all  the  skill  of  moral  artillery-poten,  whole  voUies 
of  scandal,  not  only  against  him  who  had  the  auda* 
city  to  draw  the  first  trigger,  but  also  against 
every  unoffending  individual,  either  absent  or  pre- 
sent, who  has  the  misfortune  to  be  ever  so  remotely 
allied  to  the  first  speaker.  In  the  afternoon,  tbey 
drink  whisky  and  dine  together,  without  any  alia* 
sion  being  made  to  the  transactions  of  the  morn- 
ing; and  the  evening  is  generally  spent,  as  the 
newspapers  say,  <^  in  the  utmost  hilarity  and  good* 
huii^our«" 

It  is  said  to  be  a  prevailing  custom,  with  candi- 
dates for  a  seat  in  the  Provincial  Parliament^  to 
fltudy  their  addresses  for  several  days  previous  to 
the  election,  with  much  attention  to  the  language 
as  well  as  to  the  gesticulation.  To  acquire  a 
greater  proficiency  in  both,  and  that  they  may 
enjoy  a  wider  scope  for  exercise,  they  not  unfre- 
qnently  stroll  out  into  some  of  the  fields  which  are 
strewed  over  with  decaying  stumps ;  and,  aasuining 
an  elevated  situation  amongst  them,  address  these 
venerable  trunks  on  the  important  subjects  of  Free 
Election  and  Parliamentary  Reform.  It  is  greatly 
to  be  regretted,  that  these  gentlemen  do  not  pos- 
sess the  power  of  fascination  to  an  equal  extent 
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with  the  Thraciw  bard ;  for  i%  would  be  an  ^mf 
mode  of  clearing  thp  forest  land,  if  balf  a  dqz^n  oi^ 
theae  embryo  pftrjiament-m^n,  on  i:ehearffing  l^heir 
inteoKled  addresses  in  the  solitary  wilds^  were^  ^ 
the  same  time^  like  Orpheus^  to  maroh  to.\i^ards. 
the  sea  or  the  river,  followed,  by  all  the  leafy  tnbe 
within  hearings  and 

Charm'd  with  the  music  of  their  notes  mellifluous.  ' 

A  few   days  previous  to   the   election  whi^l| 
took  place  on  the  demise  of  his  late  Majesty^  a 

tftvern-keeper  in  th^  county  of  W h,  who 

intended  to  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  fqt  iii^ 
repnes^itation,  was  observed  to  walk  up  jai^d  down 
his  house  in  a  very  unusual,  manner^,  alternately 
9X tending  his  arms,  and.  uttering  a  number  of 
incoherent  expressions.  After  this  singular  de- 
portment had  been  observed  fpr  jsome  time,  ^ 
gentleman  who  was  a  boarder  in  the  house,  and 
from  whom  I  received  my  information,  .began  tp 
entertain  a  fear  lest  his  host  was  fast  approaching 
to  a  state  of  mental  derfingement.  Full  of  this 
notien,  he  determined  to  watch  him  attentively* 
One  day  perceiving  the  landlord  walk  out  injto  ihp 
fi^de^and  supposing  from  the  tenour  of  his  behaviour 
that  he  might  have  some  &tal  desigfi  upopl^miself, 
my  infermant  very  humanely  followed  him  fit  a 
distance,  taking  care  however  to  cpnceal  hi^kH»elf  ap 
muc^  as  posiible  by  keepi$^<»lose  to  the  edge  of  th^ 
^woods.  The  young,  man  felt  considerable  anxiety, 
which,  was  continually  heightened  by  t|iq.  strange 
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gMiioatatkiin  itf  bis  boat^  wha^  m  he  passed  dowly 
onward,  assumed  a  thciusaad  ridiealooa  attitudes^ 
knd  employed  an  equal  Variety  of  the  most  laugh** 
able  expressions.  He  resolved^  therefore,  to  make 
as  near  an  approadb  to  him  as  he  <fould  without 
being  eepiedy  that  he  mjgfat  be  ready,  if  oceasioii 
required,  to  prevent  the  commission  of  any  rash 
mst  which,  from  the  increasing  violence  of  the 
symptoms,  be  thought  be  had  substantial  reasons 
to  apprehend.  After  soikie  time  he  succeeded  in 
hiding  bimsdf  behind  a  hay-stack,  where  be  could 
distinctly  bear  the  oration  of  this  modem  Demos- 
thenes, who,  when  he  had  gained  a  sufficient  emi- 
nence to  enable  him  to  overlook  the  heads  of  his 
numerous  and  respectable  audience,  began  with 
most  stupendote  eloquence  to  address  the  stamps. 
In  language  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  subject,  he 
commended  his  oration,  by  entreating  ikem  to  divest 
themselves  df  itll  prejudices,  and  to  think  only  of 
electing  from  the  various  candidates  an  honest,  in- 
dependent patriot  to  represent  them  in  the  House  of 
Assembly.  He  alluded  in  terms  the  most  pathetic 
to  the  lamented  death  of  their  late  glorious^  pious 
and  immortal  sovereign ;  which  mournful  event 
had  given  them  once  more  an  opportunity  of  ex* 
ercising  their  elective  franchise ;  and  was  in  the  act 
of  telling  them  how  necessary  it  was  for  th^n,  in 
the  sober  exercise  of  this  their  di^inguished  privilegey 
to  lay  aside  the  rancour  of  party-feding  and  all  cor-- 
rupt  views, — when  his  guest,  no  longer  able  to 
suppress  a  hearty  laugh,  rctehed  from  behind  the 
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kay^vittiek^  and  de^wed'  to  the  tttomalMd  tav^nn 
keeper  wid  orator^  thai  tke  lifeless  stani|»  had 
heard  faini  ivith  fixed  attention^  and  bad  not  raised 
a  single  dissentient  Voioe;  >^  Jadging^^  therefare/' 
he  said^  ^'aeoording  to;  the  rale^  that  sUenoe  giveB 
^^  consent,  yon  may  rest  satisfied  that^  from  th^ 
'^  mai^e  to  the  poplar ^  all  the  trees  of  the  wood 
<^  entertain  a  very  high  seme*  of  your  fitness  to  ^foe 
^^  their  representative^  aad  Will  ce^pteialy  support 
"  you  to  the  utmost  of  their  power/^^ — The  e(flfeci 
which  this  unexpected  intrusion  had  upon  the 
diligent  candidate,  may  be  easily  imagined:  No 
doubt,  it  answered  all  the  purposes  of  an  eleor  io 
shock,  and  effectually  cured  him  of  his  Parliamen* 
tary  mania. 

The  Pfurliunent  of  Upper  Canada  is,  however^ 
much  more  respectable  now,  than  it  was  twenty  or 
even  ten  years  ago :  But  much  is  still  wanting  io 
render  a  seat  in  it  an  enviable  distinction.  Each 
of  the  members  receives,  two  dollars  per  diem  during 
his  attendance  in  the  House, — beside  a  certain 
allowance  for  travelling  expences,  amounting,  I 
believe,  to  ten  shillings  for  every  twenty  •  miles* 
This  expence  is  defjmyed  by  direct  taxation ;  and 
though  it  does  not  amount  to  more  than  sixpence 
from  each  freeholder,  it  is  accounted  by  many  a 
grievance  of  no  sfkail  magnitude.  But  it  is  in 
some  sort  unavoidable;  for  if  there  were  no  such 
allowance,  I  am  inclined  to  think  there  could  not 
be  a  dozen  persons  found  in  the  Province,  who 
would  undertake  the  duties  of  a  representative. 
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The  people  are  all  too  actively  employed  in  ordi- 
nary life^  to  spend  both  theit  time  and  money  ih 
legislating  for  their  neighbours^  without  receiving 
an  equivalent.  Indeed^  if  they  w^re  not  allowed 
this  little  pittance,  many  of  the  members  would 
not  be  able  to  mUster  cash  enough  for  the  purchase 
of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Day  and  Martin^  for  the 
polish  of  their  boots  during  the  shortest  session. 

Until  1820^  the  debates  were  not  published ;  but 
since  that  period,  two  Irishmen,  Carey  and  Col- 
lins, who  are  excellent  stenographers,  have  been 
employed  at  An  annual  salary,  to  report,  revise^ 
correct,  and  publish  the  speeches.  When  they 
are  thus  skilfully  got  up  and  prepared,  a  man  of  a 
gentle,  patient,  and  long-suffering  disposition,  if 
he  were  anxious  for  information  on  any  of  the  sub- 
jects of  debate,  might  perhaps  jp^rw^  thwi  withoot 
doing  any  great  violence  to  his  feelings :  But  to  be 
doomed  to  listen  to  the  ddivery  of  them  during  a 
whole  sessioBy  would  be  a  much  severer  punish* 
ihent,  to  a  nmn  of  good  taste  and  cultivated  mind, 
than  seven  years'  transportation  to  Van  Dieman's 
Land. 

For  the  administration  of  civil  justice  in  Upper 
Canada,  there  is  a  Court  of  King's  Bench,  with  a 
Chief  Justice  and  two  puisne  Judges,  an  Attomej 
and  Solicitor-General,  a  District  Court  with  a 
Judge  for  every  DiMrict,  and  a  Court  of  Reqaesto 
cvet  which  the  Magistrates  preside  unassisted  by 
any  professional  characters. 

The  District  Court  is  held  quarterly  in  the 
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Amize  Town  of  eaoh  Diiitrict ;  and  the  Court  of 
Requests^  in  the  different  divisionsiy  onoe  a  fort- 
night. The  District  Judges  are  appointed  under 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province,  and  are  generally 
selected  fron\  among  the  magistrates.  They  are 
authorised  to  hold  plea  in  all  matters  of  contract 
from  40  shillings  to  £16;  and,  when  the  amount 
is  liquidated  or  ascertained^  either  by  the  act  of 
the  parties  or  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  t6 
forty  pounds ;  also  in  all  matters  of  tort  respecting 
personal  chattels^  when  the  damages  to  be  reco* 
vered  do  not  exceed  £60^  and  the  title  to  the 
lands  is  not  thereby  brought  into  question.  The 
Judges,  who  are  very  rarely  lawyers^  are  alway^ 
assisted  by  a  Jury.  Their  decisions  are,  however^ 
generally  not  the  most  unexceptionable ;  and 
though  there  is  an  appeal  from  this  Court  to  that 
of  the  King's  Bench^  justice  is  not  unfrequently 
defrauded  of  her  rights.  The  District  Judges, 
unfavourable  as  public  opinion  is  to  their  integrity, 
possess,  I  dare  say,  as  much  honesty  as  their  most 
conscientious  neighbours,  are  equally  intelligent, 
and  just  as  deeply  read  in  British  Jurisprudence. 
Many  of  them  in  fact,  to  use  plain  language,  are 
as  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  the  country  as  they  are 
of  the  Code  of  Napoleon ;  and  the  Jurors,  who 
are  not  the  most  enlightened  men  in  the  world, 
are  said  not  to  be  overburthened  with  scrupulous 
consciences.  But  they  are  remarkable  for  a 
mcibU  independence,  which    causes    them   to  pay 
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as  little  attention  to  the  chd^ge  of  a  Jadge,  as  <^  the 
evidence  of  a  witness :  The  foraner,  they  ar^  con- 
fident, knows  little  more  than  themselves ;  and  as 
to  the  latter,  he  might. as  well  tell  bis  tale  to  the 
midnight  breeze,  for  they  generally  enter  the  box 
determined  respecting  the  decision  which  they 
intend  to  give.  Predilection  for  a  friend^  or 
malice  against  an  enemy,  too  often  influences 
them  in  their  verdicts.  Indeed,  they  seem  to 
know  little,  and  to  care  less,  about  the  moral 
obligation  of  an  oath;  and  an  honest,;  unpreju- 
dided  decision,  the  result  of  mature  deliberatMHi 
cmd  calm  conviction,  is  seldom  to  be  w\<<neM»d* 
The  cost  of  a  judgment  even  in  this  petty  Court, 
is,  I  believe,  without  a  precedent  in  the  reoords  of 
civil  law«  If  I  mistake  not^  the  sum  of  ^16 
may  be  recovered  m  a  similar  Court,  that. of  ^an 
Irish  Quarter  Sessions,  without  increasing;  the 
debt  more  than  lU.  lOd.;  6s.  M.  of  which 
are  for  stamps:  And  yet,  in  Canada,  the  pa|try 
sum  of  forty  shillings  is  frequently  increased  t^^-the 
shameful  amount  of  £10  is.  6d. ;  and  for. this, 
an  unfortunate  debtor,  though  not  worth  six- 
pence, may  rot  in  prison,  unpitied  and  without 
redress.'f'  So  much  for  laws  enacted,  and  justice 
administered,  by  Blacksmiths  and  Brandy- vendeii^i! 
In..ther  Court  of  Hbqi^ests,  over  which  the 
Magiotrates  preside,  petty  causes,  lai^e  d^tenun- 
ed>  All  sums  below  £§  fall  under.  .th,e  Qogni^ 
zanceof  this  Court^.frqm  who/ie  decision  ^here  is 
t  Thete  is  to  Insolrtot  Ai^  in  Csnsda* 
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no  appeal.  iVo  Ma^trales  muni  be  pre^nt; 
and  they  are  authorized  to  decide  on  all  actions 
under  forty  shillings,  after  hearing  the  teBtimony 
of  the  plaintiff  alone ;  but  for  any  sum  greate^ 
than  this«  if  it  is  not  liquidated  by  note  or  some 
other  acknowledgment,  one  witness  at  least  beside 
the  {rfaintiff  must  attest  the  debt.  *  This,  I  thinks 
19  placing  power  enough  in  unskilful  handis.  Al- 
though £4  or  £&  may  appear  to  be  a  small  sum  in 
the  eyes  of  Europeans,  yet  there  ate  few  farmers 
in  Canada  that  are  able  to  pay  a  fifth  part  of  it  in 
specie  ;  though  probably  as  few  will  be  found  worth 
less  than  £1,000  in  property.  An  unjust  decision, 
the  result  either  of  ignorant  or  paH;iality,  or  boAh, 
might  therefore  be  attended  with  very  serious  con^- 
sequences  to  such  persons'.  I  have  not  unfre* 
quently"  seen  the  prefierty  of  Canadian  farmers, 
%^ho.poi»essed  extensive  and  fertile  estates,  sold 
for  taxes  that  did  not  exceed  fourteen  or 'fifteen 
shillings.  Such  is  the  scarcity  of  specie  in  the 
country! 

The  mlt^strates  in  Canada  are  sufllciently  no^ 
merous,  and  are  entitled  to  payment  for  every 
duty  which  they  perform  in  virtue  of  their  office. 
In  many  parts  of  the  country,  their  business  is  very 
lucrative.  Nine-tenths  of  the  marriages  which 
take  place  in  the  Upper  Province^  are  solemnised 
by  these  sapient  dispensers  6f  the  la^ ;  and  though 
the  sum  which  they  may  legally  claim,  for  the 
peiforinance  of  the  marriage-ceremony,  is  only 
fire  shillings,  yet  tihey  generally  receive  from  three 
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to  fire  dollars.  If^  however^  a  clergyman  of  the 
EstJBtblished  Church  lives  within  18  miles  of  either 
of  the  parties  about  to  be  married,  a  magistrate 
cannot  oflBciate  in  this  capacity  without  violating 
the  laws  of  the  country.  All  persons  intending  to 
be  married  by  a  magistrate,  must  give  him  notice 
of  their  intention,  at  least  three  weekg  before  the 
day  appointed  for  the  celebration  of  their  nuptials. 
When  the  magistrate  has  received  this  notification, 
he  is  required  to  signify  the  same  to  the  public,  by 
placing  a  printed  or  written  note  on  the  door  of 
aome  frequented  building,  for  three  successive  Sun- 
days or  holy-days. — For  every  summons,  whedier  in 
<$ivil  or  criminal  cases,  issued  under  the  hand  of  a 
magistrate,  he  obtains  sixpence;  for  a  warrant 
under  seal,  five  shillings;  and,  for  a  judgment 
and  execution  given  in  the  Court  of  Requests, 
four  shillings.  But  the  acquisition  of  money 
ds,  the  only  advantage  derived  by  the  magis- 
trates from  their  oflSce.  Influence  they  can- 
not have,  in  a  country  where  such  a  degree  of 
equality  prevails,  and  where  every  man,^  however 
humble  his  fortune,  considers  himself  quite  as  good 
as  his  neighbour,  though  the  latter  be  loaded 
with  distinctions.  And  honour  can  seldom  attach 
itself  to  men,  whose  exalted  situation  serves  only 
to  expose  their  ignorance  to  ridicule,  and  to  mark 
more  strongly  their  lamentable  inability  to  direct 
their  endeavours  for  its  successful  attainment.  A 
magistrate  in  any  country,  but  more  particularly 
in  Canada,  where  his  power  is  so  great  and  his 
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duties  BO  various,  should  be  a  man  of  extehsive, 
knowledge  and  unimpeacliable  integrity ;  and  yet, 
I  dare  venture  to  say,  that  not  more  than  one 
out  often  of  the  magistracy  in  both  these  Pro- 
vinces, could  calculate  from  given  data  how  many 
times  the  earth  revolves  upon  its  axis  in  a  week,  or 
could  say  whether  it  revolves  at  all  or  not.  They 
are  equally  incapable  of  advancing  a  solitary  idea 
on  the  common  principles  of  justice;  and. with 
respect  to  their  veracity,  they  certainly  are  not 
servile  imitators  of  Epaminondas. 

It  is  an  extraordinary  circumstance,  that  there 
are  some  few  persons  in  almost  every  district, 
whose  appointment  to  a  commission  of  the  peace 
would  add  respectability  to  the  magistracy  of  the 
conntry;  and  yet  they  are  allowed  to  <^ontinue 
private  characters,  notwithstanding  the  great 
necessity  there  is  for  appointing  such  men  to 
offices  under  the  government*  In  the  London 
District,  in  which  I  have  resided  for  several 
years,  I  know  many  highly  respectable  indivi- 
"daals,  some  of  whom  are  half-pay  captains  in  the 
British  army,  whose  names  were  left  out  of  the 
commission  of  the  peace,  or  rather  not  included 
in  it;  while  many  of  their  neighbours  were  ap- 
pointed who  would  not  add  to  the  respectability  of 
a  gang  of  pig-jobbers.  The  fact  is,  the  members 
of  the  executive  government  seem  determined  to 
place  in  every  department,  civil  as  well  as  military, 
such  men  only  as,  they  are  confident,  will  at  any 
time  lie  down  and  allow  their  superiors  to  walk 
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over  them ;  or  men  so  devoid  of  all  honourable 
and  fixed  principles^  as  on  all  occasions  implicitly  to 
obey  their  orders,  and  be  completely  subservient  to 
their  pleasure,  whenever  subserviency  will  flatter 
their  unconquerable  vanity,  or  tend  to  promote 
their  schemes, — how  questionable  or  repugnant 
soever  such  schemes  may  be  to  the  dignity  of  an 
ingenuous  and  independent  mind.  If  a  magis- 
trate, or  a  militia  ofiBcer  were  publicly  known  to 
disapprove  of  any  of  the  measures  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government,  no  matter  how  subversive  those 
measures  might  be  of  the  people's  rights,  he  would 
very  soon  be  deprived  of  his  little  share  of  '*  brief 
authority,"  and  allowed  to  remain,  the  rest  of  his 
life,  a  cashiered  officer  or  broken-down  esquire. 

When  the  notorious  Gourlay  made  his  first  ap- 
pearance in  the  Province,  he  gained  so  great  an 
ascendancy  over  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  as 
to  induce  almost  every  one  to  believe,  that  he  had 
the  interests  of  the  country  sincerely  at  heart.  He 
suggested  several  plans  of  general  improvement, 
and  successfully  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  peo- 
ple that  they  were  labouring  under  insupportable 
grievances,  nOtny  of  which,  I  am  sure,  can  only 
have  existed  in  his  own  imagination.  For  the  pro- 
motion of  his  schemes,  he  held  meetings  in  differ- 
ent townships,  and  assured  those  persons  by  whom 
they  were  attended,  that  he  had  an  extensive  scale 
of  emigration  under  contemplation,  through  which, 
if  they  would  but  favour  his  designs,  by  affording 
him  whatever  information  he  required,  they  might 
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shottly  expdct  to  behold  another  **  Land  of  Go- 
shen" rise  up  in  the  midst  of  the  Canadian  wilds. 

The  respectable  connections  of  Oourlay  in  the 
Province,  convinced  the  people  of  his  sincerity ; 
and  his  own  distinguished  talents  were  thought 
sufficiently  adequate  to  the  accompfiahment  of  his 
benevolent  designs.  Possessing  little  acquaintance 
with  such  characters,  and  having  but  an  imperfect 
knowledge  of  mankind  in  general,  they  looked 
npon  hrm  as  a  real  philanthropist,  and  as  the  dis- 
interested advocate  of  their  invaded  rights.  He  was 
the  coiistant  theme  of  their  discourse ;  every  mouth 
was  filled  with  his  praises,  and  he  occupied  a  large 
diare  in  the  affections  of  every  man's  heart.  In 
shorty  he  was  idolized  by  the  Canadians,  as  mtich 
as  ever  Bonaparte  was  by  th^  French.  When  I 
arrived  in  the  country  in  1818,  he  was  abiding  his 
trial  at  the  Brock viUe  Assizes  for  a  libel  on  the 
Government.  On  hearing  of  his  conduct  in  the 
Province,  I  was  fully  satisfied  that  he  had  plans  in 
view  of  a  more  important  nature  than  any  he  was 
willing  to  develope  to  the  people  of  Canada.  I 
recognized  in  him  a  link  of  that  radical  chain,  with 
which  in  England  the  democrats  were  endeavour- 
ing at  that  time  to  fetter  the  honourable  exertions  of 
a  ministry,  whose  wise  and  patriotic  measures  have 
conferred  greater  lustre  on  the  British  name,  than 
ever  had  been  before  acquired  in  the  field  or  in  the 
senate.  Whenever  I  had  ah  opportunity^  I  repre- 
sented Gonrlay  as  the  man  whom,  I  thought,  I  had 
discovered  him  to  be;  but  every  person \)dth  whom 
Vol.  I.  E  E 
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-I  conversed  on  the  subject,  rejected  my  insinuations 
with  disdain,  and  would  hear  nothing  against  this 
^^  great  public  benefactor.'^    He  was  in  truth,  the 
idol  of  the  people ;  and  I  do  not  doubt,  that  any 
imputation  upon  the  character  of  our  blessed  Savi- 
our   would   have  been    much    more   favourably 
received,  by  several  of  them,  than  the  slightest 
objection  to  that  political  madman.      The  conse- 
quence of  this  universal  infatuation  was,  that  many 
of  the  most  respectable  persons  in  the  province  cul- 
tivated an  intimate  acquaintance  with  Gourlay; 
in  which,  I  am  convinced,  they  were  not  under 
the  influence  of  any  disloyal  or  disaffected  views. 
When,  therefore,  he  was  banished  from  the  country, 
in  a  very  unconstitutional  manner,  his  acquaintance, 
most  of  whom  were  officers  in  the  militia  and  justices 
of  the  peace,  were  to  a  man  deprived  of  their  com- 
missions, for  the  simple  crime  of  having  associated 
with  Mr.  Gourlay.  Ail  these  men,  as  it  is  generally 
allowed,  were  before  this  event  as  faithful  subjects 
of  his  Majesty  as  any  in  the  country,   and  had 
given  ample  proof  of  their  loyalty  in  the  recent 
combat  with  the  United  States :     This,  however, 
is  a  character,  which,  I  venture  to  predict,  they 
will  not  continue  to  maintain.     Oppressive  treats 
ment  will  alienate  even  the  affections  of  a  child 
from  its  parent ;  and  the  arbitrary  meaiiures  of  a 
government  professing  to  be  free,  especially  when 
such  measures  are  directed  against  innocent  and 
unoffending  individuals,    must  infallibly  weaken 
Ahe  loyalty  of  a  spirited  an4  independent  subject 
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If  another  war  were  to  break  out  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  I  greatly  fear  that 
these  discarded  officers^  with  many  thousands  of 
the  people  in  Upper  Canada,  woold  warmly  resent 
the  indignity  which  they  have  sulfered,  by  "  shew- 
ing a  pair  of  fair  heels"  to  the  British  Government, 
and  enlisting  under  the  banner  of  the  hostile 
power.  Among  other  very  unpopular  acts  of  the 
present  Lieutenant  Governor,  this  is  one  which 
is  the  most  revolting  to  the  Canadians. 
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•—POPULATION— <:UIUOUB  AMALGAMATION  OP  DIPFBRENT  COUN* 
TRIES«— ANECDOTE  AND  CHARACTERI8TIC  .TARLB»TALK  — •  PER* 
SONAL  APPEARANCE  OF  THE  MEN  AND'  WOMEN— "OOITRES^* 
MANNERS   OF   THE    FIRST  CL\88  IN   «OCIETT. 


The  Population  of  Upper  Canada^  according  to 
the  returns  made  by  the  different  town-clerks  in 
1821,  amounted  to  122,716  souls^  But,  as  some 
of  these  returns,  particularly  for  the  new  town- 
ships, were  not  complete,  and  as  a  great  number 
of  emigrants  have  since  arrived  in  the  country,  it 
is  likely  that  there  are  now  150,000  souls  in  the 
Province,  exclusive  of  the  Indians  and  the  mili^ 
tary.  In  1783,  the  number  of  whites  in  Upper 
Canada  amounted  to  no  more  than  10,000. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  although  the  present 
population  of  this  fine  Province  is  composed  of 
emigrants  from  almost  every  .European  nation^ 
and  from  every  State  of  North  America,  there 
should  be  so  little  difference  in  their  manners,  cus* 
toms,  and  habits  of  life.  Germans,  Hollanders, 
French^  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish,  after  a  few 
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i  10  REMARKABLE  ASSIMILATION 

L'  years'  residenee  in  Canada^  forget  tbeir  national 

customs  and  peculiarities,  and  become,  in  almost 

[  every  particular^  entirely  assimilated  to  the  people 

of  America.    ^ 

I  These  emigrants,  having  generally  been  of  the 

I  lowest  class  of  society  in  their  respective   coun- 

tries,— and  consequently  mere  cyphers  except  in 
their  own'immediate  sphere, — as  soon  as  they  arrive 
iiai  Canada,  begiii  to  assume  an  appearance  of  im- 
portance, and  tabe  quite  aabamed  of  their  former 
unassuming  manners  and  native  customs.  Tfae 
most  absurd  notions  of  equality  and  independence 
take  instant  possession  of  their  vertiginous  »and 
unreflecting  minds.  As  they  travel  through  the 
jProyiiiee  and  mingle  with  its  inhabitants^  they 
iK^ar  th^  di^^cts  and  peauliariti^3  pf  theij:  resp«e- 
ilye  nation^  d^pried  and  ridiculed,  w^le  .thope  of 
'Ami^ri^a,  both  Bepublican  and  Monarchical,  are 
.  jnyariably  d^ended  ajnd  §xtolled.  The  firsts  and, 
as  they  ci^nceiv^.  it,  H^e  mo^t  essentipl  stody  in 
which  they  oim  ^ng^ge  in  t))^  new  state  of  exist- 
foice,  is;  tharef(%pe  to  imit^l^  every  thing  Ame- 
rican ;  and.  so,  syi^cj^sfiil  ape  tbjoy  in  their  endea- 
Irourato  copy  the  exfimpleof  tbpse  by  whom  they 
are  surrounded,  that,  beforja  they  iMive  spent  a 
^ngle  season  in  the  Provincje,  they  exhibit  the 
moat  ludicrous,  sjpeciinen^  of  ignorance  ^p,d  affec- 
tation that  thia  or  any  okh^r  country  can  produce. 
,Not  a  single. trace  .of  nativ^e  ^impliiciity  or  of  native 
manners  remains.     £very  thing  must  give  place  to 
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the  ihflueiice  of  example ;  and  American  Tanitjr 
must  be  ingrafted  on  the  stock  of  foreign  dtiffi* 
dent^.  No  magpie  w«s  ever  more  waiduow  in 
mimicking  his  music-mastery  than  these  imported 
mock<-birds  are  in  copying  the  fashionable  dang  of 
their  immaculate  neighbours.  They  are  indefatigable 
in  acquirmg  a  knowledge  of  tab  aioHTS  of  van^  t«k 

JUgT  PRTNCtPLES  Of  EQUALITY,  and  THE  TRUENATV^Rfi 

OF  ii«DEP£NDftHcs^  wcAy  ixx  a  word^  of  every  thing 
which  characterises  an  American ;  and  thus  they 
quickly  become  divested  of  common  manners^and 
oommoh  civility^  and  not  unfrequently  of  common 
honesty  tooy-^indfeed,  this  latter  virtuoue  quality  i9 
rather  uncommon  on  this  side  6f  the  Western  Ocean* 
It  has  often  afibMedme  mUc^merrimeAtto  witness 
half  a  dozen  Irish  mountainers  or  Scotch  High* 
lahders,— ^who>  in  their  native  country  had  scjdam, 
except  ^^  on^  sonie  high  festival  of  once  ^  year/'  sat 
down  to  a  more  luxurious  meal  than  '^  Murphiee* 
and  buttermilk,  or  to  an  oaten  cake  and  ponidge, 
^—surrounding  a  table  in  Canada  whic^  groaned 
beneath  the  weight  of  a  profusion  of  sweetmeats 
and  fitie  fruitu,  and  ^^  doing  the  honours"  with  all 
the  politeness  of  newly-elected  Aldjermen. 

Shortly  after  my  arrival  in  the  country^  and  at 
8  period  therefore  w^en  every  thing  was  ci^cu^ 
lated  to  make  th?  deepest  impression  on  my  mind^ 
I  was  eye  and  ear- witness  to  a  scene  of  this*  soc(, 
and  noted  down  the  whole  of  the  table-talk^  ito 
furnish  you  with  the  means  of  half  an  hour's  anuuie- 
meni  some  time,  when  you  ^tre  not  otherwise  ntor^ 
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profitably  employed.  The  place  in  wfaioh  it  oc- 
eurred.  was  a  hotel  in  the  London  District ;  and 
the  company  consisted  of  three  Irishmen,  a  Scotch- 
man, a  true-born  Yorkshireman,  and  a  full-blooded 
Yankee.  When  dinner  was  announced,  the  whole 
party  took  their  seats  sansceremb/iie.  Mr.  A.,  Mr.B. 
and  Mr. C,  for  such  were  the  initials  of  our  coan- 
trymenVsirnames,  took  their  seats  on  one  side  of 
the  table,  while  Jonathan,  Sawney,  and  John  Bull 
occupied  the  other,  leavmg  no  one  for  the  head  or 
foot.  The  dinner  consisted  of  a  young  roasted  pig, 
a  pair  of  boiled  chickens,  some  cold  beef,  apple- 
pies,  and  gooseberry-tarts,  with  tea,  and  cakes  of 
various  descriptions,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  A.  was  requested  to  dissect  the  young  pig*, 
and  Mr.  B.  the  chickens. 

Mr.  A. — Gentlemen,  will  you  grant  me  the 
permission  to  do  myself  the  felicity  of  helping  you 
to  some  fresh  pork  ? 

*  Mr.  C. — If  youMl  be  condescending  enough  to 
give  me  a  piece,  I'll  be  under  many  obligations  to 
you.  Sir. 

A. — Pray,  what  piece  will  you  have,  Sir? 

C. — A  bit  of  the  flitch,  if  you  have  no  objection. 
^  This  put  Mr.  A.  to  the  utmost  stretch  of  his 
knowledge,  &s  he  had  not  yet  taken  off  either  legs 
or  wings ;  but,  after  turning  the  pig  up  and  down 
half  a  dozen  times,  he  placed  it  on  its  back,  and, 
with  a  good  deal  of  address,  succeeded  in  taking 
out  a  well-shaped  flitchj  and  placing  it  on  Mr.  G.'s 
plate^^-^not,   however,   before    he   had    dashed    a 
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moderate  portion  of  gravy  in  the  YorksKireman's 
face,  who,  with  more  real  politeness  than  *  the 
others  would  haire  exhibited  in  similar  cirouitn- 
stances,  quietly  drew  his  handkerchief  across'  his 
eyes,  and,  as  a  poet  would  say,  ^^  smiled,  like  an 
April- day,"  through  his  tears.  * 

Mr.  A.,  to  make  amends  for  his  fattx  pasynext 
addressed  himself  with  greajt  politeness  to  Johtr 
Bull,  and  begged  to  know  if  he  would  be  helped 
to  some  of  the  pork. 

"  Noa !  Noa!"  cri^d  the  Yorkshireman ;  **  Fll 
^^  be  troublesome  to  Mr.  B.  for  a  small  morsel  of 
^^  them  thwe. stetsfed  hens  of  his !" 

Mr.  B. — What  jiart  will  you  take,  Sir  ?^ 

York. — The  fore-»Aow(fer,  Sir,  if  you  have  nd 
objection.  '  '     ; 

Mr.  B.  helped  him  to  the  collar-bone ;  though 
it  was  very  evident,  that  poor  John  Bull  wished 
for  a  muoh  mor^  substantial  joint. 

The  Scot's  turn  came  next,  Mr.  A.  requesting 
to  know  if  he  wotdd  be  after  helping  him  ?       

*^  I'll  have  a  ham  of  your  wee  pig,"  said  Saw- 
Yiey,  with  the  utmost  impatience ;  while  he  reached 
his^  plate  across  the  table  with  hi^  left  hand,  faiik 
elbow  resting  in  the  interim  on  the  cold  beef. 

All  this  time,  the  Yankee)  r^gfatrdless  of  cere- 
tnony,  was  feasting  himself  on  thobeef  and  apple*- 
pye.  Mr.  B*,  when  every  one  else  was  helped, 
and  brother  Jonathan  had  nearly  finished  his  din- 
ner,   asked  him  to.  take  a  mnM  piece  of  a  hin ; 
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and^  without  waiting  for  a  reply^  desired  to  kdow 
whBi  futt  he  would  pitch  Jipon. 

'^  I  calculate/'  said  the  Columhian,  "  that  I'll 
"  take  the  bk*east>  with  d  small  bit  of  the  9ol,e." 

Mr.  B.  gave  him  the  brea«t ;  and  then,  cutting 
off  one  of  the  feet  at  the  lower  joiht,  laid  it  on 
his  plate,  with  ^^  Tfaere^  my  ste^aie  fellow,  thefe  is 
^  sohy  tmd  tipper^  andaU  ;  and  a  delicate  morsel  it 
^*  is  for  a  gentleman  of  your  portly  appearance !" 

Jonathan,  provoked  with  the  ignorant  loquacity 
of  hi^  pragmatical  companions,  and  accustomed  to 
help  hiio^elf^  stuck  his  fork  into  the  chicken  that  yet 
remained  untouched,  and  removed  it  to  hisplai^; 
When  hb  had  helped  himself  to  to  much,  of  i%  as 
he  wished,  he  very  coolly  restored  it  to  the  dJsh, 
and,  holding  up  a  part  of  the  mIb  on  the  point  of 
life  fork,  informed  Mr.  B.,  «  There,  d-r^-  you! 
^  tfiere'i  the  «<tfe  of  a  chioken  J 

*^  Upon  my  should  ahd  I  believe  you,*'  replied 
Pat;  *^  for.it  looks  as  if  it  had  9een  a  good  dale  of 
^  servifee  oh  the  claggy  roads  of  Canada.  But  you 
^^  liiust  excuse  me^  Sir ;  fdr  in  sAaie  Ireland,  the 
^  hins,  as  well  -  as  the  mins,,  instead  of  carrying 
^*  their  so^  in  theii^  belliei^,  make  their  sol^  carry 
« them.'* 

The  pies  and  tarts  were  ti^ict  handed  about ; 
after  the  due  demolition  of  which^  tea-^ritiking 
commenced,  and  Mr.  A.  thus  addressed  Mr.  B^ 

•*  Will  you  permit  nie  lo  be  alter  speUing  you 
''  out  a  cup  of  the  tayl     It'a  a  delightful  thing 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


CANADIAN  TABL£.tXLK.  15 

^^  after  a  hearty  dinner ;  and,  I  guess,  if  it  were 
^'  not  for  it^  my^K  would  be  under  tii^  sdd  balf  A 
"  dozfen  years  before  I  dame  to  America  :^' — ^though, 
if  the  truth  Were  known,  I  dare  say  we  should  find 
that  he  never  ta<)ted  of  the  **  cujps-  which  ^heer  but 
not  inebriate,'^  previous  to  his  arrival  in  Canada; 
and  was  as  little  acquainted  with  the  use  of  tea  aii 
the  Highlander,  who,  when  he  was  enrolled  in  a 
regiment,  and  came  f6r  his  allowance  of  cbfiee, 
Irefused  to  be  content  ?wi!kh  **  the  wish-wash,"  and 
desired  that«he  might  ^^  have  a  gobdly  portion  of 
the  grains  to  eat,"  as  they  bore  a  greater  re^enpi- 
blance  to  his  *^  c rowdy." 

The  conversation  now  turnecl  on  the  rate  of 
Mechanics'  wages ;  for  Mr.  A.  and  Mr.  B.  wcjre 
^Tailors  by  profession^  and  consiequently  interestetl 
in  the  subject.  Boniest  John  BiiU^  who  alone 
remained  as  unaffected  in  his  mahliers  and  deport^ 
m^ni,  and  in  his  speech  also,  as  on  the  day  when 
he  departed  from  his  native  Hull,  Was  no  gfefki 
lover  6f  Canada,  or  at  least  of  its  inhabitants.  H* 
therefore  stoutly  maintained,  *^that'  meii  iWeri 
*'-  paid  no  better  in  America,  thah  ih  Ould  Hin'g* 
*^  land  I  notwithstanding  all  the  fuss  that  w&s  made 
**  about  fortune-making  in  the  Ne*«^  World,  AvA 
"  such  Airo»icaZ  stuff." 

Mr.  C.  replied,  **  I  calculate," — ^for  they  all  by 
this  time  had  acquired  the  habits  of  calculating  and 
guessing,  though  in  reality  ^re^  as  imported  a  few 
months  before, — '*  I  calculate,  Mr.  Englishman, 
*^  that  you  are  a  little  too  fast  there ;  for,  to  my 
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'^  own  sarian  knowledge,  them,  there  jonthmm^ 
^^  I  mean  Mr«  A.  and  Mr.  B.,  have  this  day  been 
*^  offered  .fifty  shillings  «t  week,  and  their  boards 
'^  washing,  and  lodging, — and  all  that,  at  Mr.  Roger 
<<  OTIanaghan's,  the  master- tay lor,  as  honest  ir 
^^joHileman  as  ever  padded  a  shoulder  or  flattened 
*^  a  seam/' 

;  The  valorous  knights  of  the  needle  being  asked, 
Whjf  (hey  did  not  accefpt  so  liberal  an  offer?  ask* 
iwered  with  the  utmost^ fang  froidy  ^^that  oa 
^^  inspecting  the  bed-rooms  in  whioh  they  were  to 
5'  lie,  they  found  one  of  them  uncarpeted,  and  the 
^^  other  without  either  basin,  wash-hand  stand,  or 
"  dressing-table." 

Afler  this,  a  variety  of  other  subjects  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  company,  among  the  most 
prominent  of  which  was,  *^  the  propriety  of  admit- 
t|Qg  ax-PABT£  and  circumstantial  evidence  in  casei 
oiUfe  and  deaJtkr  The  Scotchman  contended  finr 
tl^  principle,  and  our  more  enlightened  country* 
iQ^n  i^gainst  it :  While  John  Bull  and  brother  Jona- 
t^an,  totally  uninterested,  having  never  thougkt 
of  putting  their  necks  in  danger,  .withdrew  to 
another  apartment,  convinced  that  they  had  at 
least  strong  circumstantial  evidence  of  the  imper- 
tinent vanity  of  our  countrymen* 

Of  all  vapid  coxcombs  upon  earth,  an  Irish  emi- 
grant without  education  is  the  most  intolerable, 
the  least  amiable,  and  the  most  preposterous :  A 
perfect  model  of  affectation !  You  must  recollect, 
however,  that  I  speak  only  of  the  lowest  classes. 
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In  their  persons  the  Upper  Cansdiftais  aM  ihllf 
sUgfat,  and  not  badly*  pi^oportioiied;  ^  The  ni^ii, 
though  in  their  complexions  litt^  fairer  tkan  their 
Indian  neighbours,  are  nevertheless  not  ok*<iinary. 
Their  features  are  generally  good,  but  entirely 
void  of  intelligence  and  expression.  Inured  to 
hardships  from  their  infancy^  and  always  aoc^s- 
tomed  to  kbour  in  the  open  air^  they  are  strong, 
athletic,  and  active.  In  their  dress,  they  differ 
little  from  the  English,  except  that  the  low^r 
oIass,*-^for  there  are  two  distinct  classes  in  fhe 
country,*— invariably  wear  long  loMe  pantalootis^ 
instl^ad  of  small-^clothes. 

The  women  are  in  general  above  the  middle 
sizeyslight,  but  not  elegantly  formed.  Their  feomi* 
picxnon  is  perfectly. sallow;  and,  though  some  of 
thorn  are  possessed  of  the  finest  black  eyei^yChfcSy 
««i  boast  of  very  few  of  those  irresistible  ^hatms 
whi6h  captivate  the  heart  and  enslave  the  hSeb^ 
tions.  They  marry  while  yet  children;, arid,  fre- 
quently before  they  attain  to  30  years,  exhibH 
many  symptoms  of  old  age.  Even  .at  S5,  aMd 
sometimes  prior  to  that  period,  they  have  an  c^inlH 
dated  and  dejected  look.  Their  convefsation, — if 
thry  may  be  said  to  converse  at  allj— ris  ^Idom  ii*- 
teresting,  never  sprightly,  and  tends  littte«to«toiie 
for  ihe^^ohDMt  total  alisfnce  of  personal  aMractictas. 
They  early  become  martyrs  to  the  tooth-ache, 
which  greatly  tlisfigCBpes  them.  Scarcely  a  female 
of  20  years*  pld  can  be  found  in  the  country,  one- 
half  of  whose  teeth  are  not  entirely  destroyed  and 
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the.  other  half  rapidly  decaying.  They  are  also 
very  commonly  subject  to  srwellings  of  the  necki 
nisually  called  goitres.  This  unpleasuint  malady 
is  said  to  have  its  origin  in  the  frequent  ase  of 
snow-water;  but  as  the  inhabitants  of  those  coon- 
tries  which  lie  nearest  to  the  Glaciers,  di^nk  no 
other  water,  and  yet  are  not  afflicted  with  these 
violent  tumours,  it  does  not  seem  right  to  fix  upon 
thai  as  the  cause. 

Guthrie  says,  the  people  of  Naples,  of  the 
Island  of  Sumatra,  of  Putna,  and.  Piimea  in  the 
East  Indies,  wliere  snow  is  entirely  unknown,  are 
much  subject  to  goitres.  This  being  the  case,  it 
is  quite  evident,  that  the  diseue  mustbe  Bttributed 
to  some  other  catise.  Many  people  think,  that  the 
water  in  Canada,  as  well  as  tfakt  of  the  countries 
meaitioned  by  Guthrie,  is  impregnated  with  cer* 
tain  deleterious  particles,  which  engender  the  goi- 
tres*.  This  theory,  is^  however,,  equally  liable  to 
refutktion ;  for  if  water  were  in  any  wise  the  cause, 
meii,  who  in  Canada  drink  four  times  as  much 
water  as  Women,  would  also  be  afflicted  with  the 
same  disease,— which  is  not  by  any  means  the  fact. 
You  must,  therefore,  if  you  are  at  all  curious  to 
know  the  origin  of  this  complaint,  apply  to  some 
person  of  more  competent  judgment,  than  your 
correspdndent.f     I  have  only  further  to  remio'k, 

t  Oh  thk  bubjecti  quote  with  i^robioiim  the  subjoined  Jost 
remarks  from  Professor  Dwioht's  Trevds: 

"  There  is  another  disease^  which  is  unquestionably  owing  to 
the  nature  of  this  country^  and  not  merely  to  the  recency  of  its 
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that  tlie  neck  nweih  to  a  {irodigibas  size,  but 
without  producing  any  pain^  or  other. uapleaswit 

sfettlesflieDt.  This  is  what  is  called  in  Switzerland  the  ^nires,  or 
the  hernia  guUuris.  By  the  Honourable  Uriah  Tracy^  late  a 
senator  of  the  United  States  from  Connecticut,  I  am  informed, 
diat  thfs  disease  is  f6und  to  ?ome  extent  througtiout  a  great  part 
of  the  regions  lying  North  of  the  Ohio  and  West  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains.  Mr.  Tracy  wad  em)ployed  by  the  American  gorem^ 
inent  on  a  mission  of  importance,  which  required  him  to  make  i 
four  throughout  a  large  extent  of  this  i*duMry.  Atcotdingly  hd 
passed  through  Pennsylvania,  by  the.  way  bf  Pilt^tirgh  and 
Presque  I^le,  Jind  thenoe,  ch>S8ing  Bake  Eii^,  prot«eded  tb  t)b^ 
troit.  From  this  place  he  ^«it  ta  'MfchafilliliSciilte,  and  thton«« 
to  Lake  SupeUdr.  Froacn  MidtSIixxtackilAac  he  return^  id  Bafrald^ 
Creek,  and  iook  the  great  western  road  to  Albatiy.  lii  this  ilxeur^ 
sion  he  found  the  goitres  existing  ih  the  older  setttementb  tfior^ 
in  i3ie  neWer  'leis  frequently/  but  achUlly  eklitihj^'  fft  dMei'eiit 
distances  throughout  the  whdle  regldn.  Several  ^erg^bttettiek 
ilave  donirmed  the  aecdimt  aS  Mt.Titteyi  Thit  VM  i^sease 
exists  firom  Utica  to  tiuffalbe  is^  I  dunk,  certain;  p^biibly  hott  bl 
i^6ry  township,  but  in  such  a  inanher  as  \o  indicate  that  it  is 
incident  to  t)ie  country  at  large,  knd  h^s  a  foundation  In  its  nature 
and  cifctimstances.  When  I  was  at  Paris,  in  the  year  1*799,  th'erte 
were  in  ibe  parish  b<f  diifion  imt  t^6  families  affected  With  it.  fh 
these  fdihiHes,  however,  and  most  otderi  wB^re-k  hMbeetit^v  a 
nataaber  of  yearft,  it  seised  dh  Several  of  the  iBexttl>erift.'  At  tife 
Korth  end  of  the  bridge,  which  crosses  tfie  Mohawk  Jlrdili  Utikut, 
there  was,  in  the  jrear  17^,  i  famify  Within-  die  tchrnship  df 
Deerfield,  consisting  of  ten  or  eleven  persons,  every  6n^  of  whom, 
is  I  was  iiifonhed,  had  the  gbitrei 

^  F^rsoDS  adfcted  with  this  disease  have,  as  is  well  known, 
aW^liitig*  df  ihtt  lieck,  itong  ihdifferently  in  ftont  or  tit  At  aides  ; 
iad»  Wtoi  Aey  become  lai^fe^  extending  throughout  the  anterictr 
ilidf.  iThese  sirellingft  are  bf  all  ii^es,  from  the  sliglitest  Inrofto- 
^beranee  ta  that  of  a  qntft  bowl ;  and  are  atbnded  with  stiffness 
of  th^  ^edt,  a  iSi^ht  degree  of  cmttinual  pain,  and  frequently  a 
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effect  except  that  of  disfiguring  and  dkcomfortang 
the  patient. 

In  Upper  Canada^  there  are  only  two  classes  of 
society.  The  First  is  composed  of  professional 
men^  merchants,  civil  and  military  officers,  and 
the  members  of  the  Provincial  Parliament :  The 

depresflioD  of  spirits.  The  sufferings  of  the  patient  are  ii^eased 
by  a  cold,  and  by  ^draost  every  other  infirmity.  Wono^n  axe 
more  frequently  and  more  severely  a£9icted  with  this  disease  than 
men^  feeble  than  vigorous  persons^  and  children  than  adults.  In  the 
higher  d^ees  it  becomes  a  painful  deformity^  not  only  as  an 
unnatural  protubenoioe,  but  by  imparting. a  disagreeable  cast  to 
tbe  features^  partieularly  to  the  eyes.  When  the  patient  contit 
nues  in  the  same  place,  and  in  the  same  habits  of  living  by  which 
it  was  produced,  it  generally  increases ;  but  if  he  removes  to  a 
part  of  the  country,  where  it  is  unknown,  it  not  uncommonly 
decreases,  and  sometimes  disappears^ 

'  *'  The  existence  of  this  disease,  throughout  so  great  an  extent 
of  country,  is,  I  believe,  uueii^ampled  in  the  world.  Should  it 
spread  very  generally  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  region,  it 
must  hereafter  affect  many  millions  of  the  human  race.  When 
we  consider  the  magnitude  of  this  fact,  and  remember,  that  the 
disease  in  its  higher  stages  is  hitherto  incurable,  it  becomes  a 
very  serious  evil.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  same  good  Provi« 
denoe,  which  has  so  lately  and  so  wonderfully  dissipated  the 
terrors  of  the  small 'pox,  by  the  discovery  of  the  vaccine  inocula- 
tion,  will  also  disclose  a  remedy  for  the  melancholy  disease  under 
consideration. 

''  Distressing,  however,  as  this  disorder  seems  to  a  strangeri 
die  inhabitants  appear  already  to  regard  it  with  abated  appnefaen- 
8ioiEiB>  and  ta  be  approximating  in  tb^ir  views  of  it  towards  indif 
ference.  An  inteUigtiiit  and  respectable  lady  in  Pittsbui^  was 
-asked  by  Mr.  Tnuy,  whether  it  existed  in- her  fiunily :  die  said, 
she  presumed  it  did  not  The;  children  were  then  callied  up  and 
examined,  and  five  of  thbm  were  found  to  be  affected  with  it''  .. 
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Second,  of  farmers,  mechanics,  and  labourers,  who 
associate  together  on  all  occasions  without  any 
distinction. 

The  First  Class  dress  exactly  in  the  same  way 
as  the  people  of  England ;  hut  the  men  are  much 
less  intelligent,  and  the  women  not  so  refined  in 
their  manners.  They  are  fond  of  public  assemblies,, 
but  seem  to  have  no  relish  for  small  social  parties. 
In  the  Winter,  which  is  the  only  season  for  visit- 
ing in  the  Canadas,  subscription-balls  are  very  pre- 
valent. For  this  purpose  every  respectable  tavern 
/*  in  the  country,  how  destitute  soever  of  accommoda- 
tions it  may  be  in  other  respects,  is  always  pro- 
vided with  an  extensive  ball-room.  Stewards 
are  appointed  either  for  the  night  or  for  the  sea- 
son :  It  is  their  province  to  send  tickets  of  admis- 
sion to  the  different  subscribers,  to  give  orders  for 
the  accommodations,  attend  to  the  suitable  decor- 
ation of  the  house,  and  collect  the  amount  of  subr 
scriptions  for  which  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel 
always  considers  them  accountable.  A  gentle- 
man's subscription  is  generally  about  five  dollars.: 
The  ladies  never  pay  any  thing.  For  this  sum  you 
are  entitled  to  bring  with  you  a  partner  and  ser- 
vant, and  to  be  supplied  with  wine  and  other 
liquors,  with  tea  and  supper  for  yourself  and  your 
fair  companion.  The  company,  whether  strangers 
or  otherwise,  are  admitted  on  producing  their  tic- 
kets, without  any  introduction ;  and  until  dancing 
commences,  a  solemn  stillness  reigns  around.    The 
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geutlefaan  sit  on  one  side  of  the  rooro^  find  the 

ladies  on  the  other ; 

ft 

And  front  to. front  the  banner'd  hosts  combine. 
Halt  ere  they  close,  and  form  the  dreadful  line. 

A  iine  of  demarcation  appeaihei  to  be  drawn  be- 
tween them/ over  which  pne  would  suppose  it  were 
hi^h  treaspn  to  pasff,  or  to  throw  even  a  sentiment 
Both  parties  maintain  an  obstinate  silence/ and 
appear  as  cautious  of  trespassing  beyond  the  ima- 
ginary landmark  which  divides  their  respective 
domains,  as  if  the  pass  was  guarded  by  rattle- 
snakes. When  .the  order  for  dancing  is  given,  the 
gentlemen  signify  thcfir  willingne89j  but  not  their 
ftnah,.  to  take  a  partner,  by  awkwardly  placing 
Ihemselves  vis-a,T vis  to  their  fair  antagonists,  and 
making  a  sort  of  bow  so  stiffs  that,  as  the  bead 
slowly  inclines  towards  the  flopr,  you  imagine 
you  hear  the  spin,e  and  the  marrow  of  the  baek 
Separating. 

They  seem  to  be  very  much  iittaehed  to  coimtvy* 
.dances,  and  the  ladies  appeiar  to  vie  with  eaeh 
{Other  only  in  the  introduction  of  the  most  difficult 
figunes.  They  dance  v^ery  few  steps,  and  these 
indifferently ;  but  they  are  deeply  skilled  in  aHifae 
bof^  ton  of  rigf^  and  lefty  six  hands  nnmdy  and  dbcnt 
the  middle.  When  supper  is  anndunoed,  eaeh 
gentletfian  leads  his  partner  to  the  supper-stable,  and 
immediately  returns  into  the  baU-'foom ;  ¥f  here  ifaey 
all  wait  till  the  ladies  have  finished  their  repast, 
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after  whic^  they  exchange  apartini^nts^  and  thtf  gen-r 
tlenien  sup  trndmrnyed  by  female  preaeiice.  After 
supper^  dancing  recomiftenees,  and  selddmtermi- 
t^ates  before  the  shades  of  night  are  disperspd^  and 
"  fair  Aurora  wakes  the  morn/' 

Men  of  the  first  class  in  Canada,  though^  with 
exceedingly  few  exceptions^  of  mean  origin, — the 
greater  aumber  of  them  having  acquired  fortunes 
in  the  country  from  very  Ipw  bftginningd, — assume 
quite  a  genteel  appearance^:  and  are  jvery  little 
inferiov  to  country  g9ntWm^n  in  England,  either 
in  look  or  address.  But  Uie  women  df  a  similar 
dasd  have,  for  the  most  party  allowed  their  for- 
tunes greatly  to  outstrip  their  miiids  and  persons 
in  improvement.  That  graceful  and  djgnifi^  car-* 
riage, — that  polite  and  fascinating  address,— that 
demeanour,  ^'  nor  bashful  nor  obtriosive;" — which 
sp  enoinently  inark  the  lady  of  family  in  Great 
Britiank  and  Ireland^  are  i^o  wh^r®  to  be  witnessed 
in  the  fen»a}§s  of  America^  A  concurrence  of  for- 
luitous  events  inay  greatly  change  the  appearance 
of  man,  but  it  has  by  no  mpaoii  the  same  efiect  on 
woman.  When  pnce  the  fenyale  character  is  deter- 
mined, it  is  determined  for  life;  and>  through 
every,  subsequent  vicissitude  and  change,  i|he  conr 
tinoes  to  exhibit  in  her  every  look  and  gesture  a 
something,  that  carries  the  ]^in4  ^unerringly  back 
to  her  real  origin,  a^d  fur^ishef  a  most  accurate 
scale  of  her  pretension^  to  distinction.  The  idea 
of  Dr.  Johnson,   that  *^the  bprn  gentlewpman'' 
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may  be  distiti^ished  among  ten  thonflancl  females, 
m  not  the  least  striking  proof  of  that  tu^^s  pro- 
fottnd  judgment  and  excellent  understanding. 

It  is  really  wonderful^  to  observe  what  an  effect 
appearances  produce  on  the  mind,  and  how  greatly 
they  influence  tlie  conduct.  Whenever  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  mingling  in  respectable  female  society 
on  your  side  of  the  water,  I  always  felt  an  irresist- 
ible disposition  to  use  all  the  exertions  in  my  power 
to  render  myself  as  agreeable  as  possible,  'to  each 
individual  of  the  company.  On  such  occasions, 
every  faculty  of  my  mind  was  called  into  exercise, 
and  every  word  and  sentiment  duly  weighed  ere 
they  were  permitted  to  escape  from  my  lips.  The 
slightest  failure  in  any  point  of  etiquette  afforded 
me  matter  of  serious  regret^  and  suffused  my  face 
with  a  tint,  infinitely  more  propitious  to  the 
look  than  to  the  feelings.  But,  in  this  country, 
I  could  sit  among  the  females  of  its  best  isociety 
with  stoical  indifference,  and  converse  with  the 
most  perfect  nonchalance^  regardless  alike  of  gene- 
ral approbation  and  particular  esteem.  Amoiig 
the  females  of  my  own  country,  I  could  scareely 
forbear  from  considering  myself  in  the  society  of 
beings  of  a  superior  order,  to  whom  I  owed  the 
most  respectful  obeisance;  but  among  those  of 
America,  I  regard  myself  as  in  the  company  of 
equals,  who  have  nothing  to  expect  ifrom  me  bat  a 
respectful  deference.  The  one  commanded  my 
respect,  and    it    was  cheerfully  paid ;   the*  other 
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seemed  to  demand  it,  and  the  demand  was  reluc- 
tantly heard.  In  the  one  situation,  slavery  was 
delightful;  but,  in  the  other,  freedom  scarcely 
afforded  content. 

I  do  not  know,  indeed,  that  the  young  ladies  of 
Upper  Canada  are  greatly  inferior  to  those  of 
England,  in  what  are  hei'e  commonly  denominated, 
^^  scholastic  acquirements."  That  few  of  them  can 
boast  of  any  extraordinary  abilities,  either  natural 
or  acquired,  is  certain ;  but  it  is  equally  true,  that 
the  majority  of  them  are  decently,  if  not  fashion- 
ably, educated.  They  appear,  however,  to  have 
little  taste  for  reading,  and  to  be  averse  to  conver- 
sation,— whether  from  a  want  of  materials,  or 
from  a  native  taciturnity,  I  cannot  say.  They  will 
sit  for  hours  in  the  company  of  gentlemen,  with- 
out once  interchanging  a  sentiment  or  manifesting 
the  slightest  interest  in  any  conversation  that  may 
take  place.  A  settled  melancholy  sits  upon  their 
countenances; 

And^  stealing  oft  a  look  at  the  big  gloom> 

the  men  very  soon  partake  of  the  same  glumpishness, 
which  renders  a  mixed  company  in  Canada  a  most 
excellent  occasion,  for  those  who,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, would  find  it  difficult  to  preserve  such 
imperturbable  gravity,  to  exercise  their  risible  fa- 
culties. You  might  as  well  attempt  to  reverse  the 
order  of  nature,  by  commanding  the  sun  or  moon 
to  stand  still,  as  attempt  to  extort  a  smile  from 
Vol.  IL  C 
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fheir  countenances  by  the  brilliancy  of  your  wit  6r 
the  point  of  your  satire.  And  yet^  I  am  told,  when 
emancipated  from  the  frightful  presence  of  man, 
they  can  converse  with  volubility, 

And  laugh,  forgetful  of  me  noon«tide  hour. 

His  presence  imposes  upon  them  an  awful  restraint, 
freezes  the  genial  current  of  the  soul,  and  renders 
them,  during  his  intrusion,  mere  inanimate  specta- 
tors, of  his  actions. 

As  fortune  is  &  matter  of  little,  if  any,  consider-* 
ation  in  Canada,  and  a»  parents  seldom  impose 
r^raints  on  the  inclinations  of  their  children,  men 
and  women  marry  at  an  early  age.  A  female  whp 
has  the  misfortune  to  attain  her  twenty-fifth  year 
without  having  bowed  before  the  hymeneal  altar^ 
is  generally  <3onsidered  as  having  passed  the  zenith 
of  her  glory,  and  no  longer  entitled  to  any  marked 
attentions  from  the  other  sex.  At  this  period  of 
life,  most  Canadian  women  see  themselves  sur- 
rounded by  a  numerous  family  of  children  ;  and, 
to  say  the  ^uth,  the  fair  sex  are  so  highly  prized 
in  every  part  of  America,  that  an  old  maid  is  a 
rara  cms  in  terris^  a  delicacy  of  which  few  man'- 
sions  can  make  their  boast.  If  it  had  not  been  for 
the  importation  of  our  English  Dictionaries,  the 
very  term  would  scarcely  have  been  known  in  the 
Canadas.  The  high  esteem  in  which  females  are 
held  in  these  Provinces,  may  be  easily  accounted 
for:  A  comfortable  maintenance  for  a  family 
is  fairly  within   the   reach  of  every  industrious 
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mlin ;  and  a  life  of  Icmely  eelil)adyj  in  a  cotititv}^ 
8o  thinly  inhabited^  must  not  only  be  ottendadl 
with  innumerable  inconvenienoiefl^but  with  a  total 
deprivation  of  social  intercoutse  and  domestid 
enjoyment.  The  consequence  is,  that  every  man^ 
when  he  has  attained  his  twenty-first  year,  resolves 
on  taking  to  himself  a  wife^  and  thus  rideUngMai^ 
seif  of  the  carss  of  the  world!  The  number  of 
male  emigrants,  who  annually  arrive  in  ev^ry  pairi 
of  America,  on  a  moderate  calculation,  is,  to  that 
of  females,  as  three  are  to  one.  Woinett)  are  there- 
fore a  scarce  commodity  in  the  Canadian  mavkel^ 
and*  the  scarcity  of  any  article,  to  use  a  menean/kfle 
phrase,  necessarily  enhances  itsvalne^and  sometitnea 
inoreases  the  ddiiiand;  The  women  in  Catia^,'theve4 
for^,  thougiiintrinsicallyatleasttS  per  cent*  below 
our  fair  countrywomen^  are  more  highly  prizsed^  and 
mach  more  eagerly  sought  after.  Though  seUolii 
exempt  from  calumny  while  unmarried,'  they 'are 
said  to  make  good  wives  to  indulgent  fauabands^ 
who  have  no  objections  to  allow  their  neighbours 
a  participation  in  their  affections.  Indeed,  it<is 
thought  rather  derogatory  from  the  exalted  notions 
of  liberty,  which  every  American,  both  under  a 
Republic  and  under  a  Monarchy,  imbibes  with  his 
mother's  milk,  to  tie  down  the  affections  to  any 
single  object.  Ukiveksal  Love,  as  well  as  Ufff- 
vcRSAL  Suffrage,  is,  in  America,  the  order 
of  the  day ;  and  heaven  have  mercy  on  the  man 
who  is  married,  and  is  not  willing  to  recognize  this* 
aa  sound  doctrine!      His  head  and  heart  will  fre- 
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quently  ache^  and  his  eyes  be  often  red  \^th  weep- 
ing. A  certain  noble  Lord  once  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  the  ladies  of  a  certain  nation  appeared 
to  be  all  virtuous,  and  yet  were  all  unchaste.  Had 
his  Lordship  beeii /lettfquainted  with  America^  he 
would  have  known  a  certain  noble  colony  to  which 
thexemark  would  be  much  more  applicable. 
i/Gientlem^  in  Canada  appear  to  be  much  ad- 
dicted to  drinking.  <Gard*>|>lftyiag^andborsar|r8f)ij)g, 
are  their  principal  amusements.  In  the  country 
pafjt»:.of.thp  |^rovinQe,f  ^hey  are  in  the  habit  of 
^  f|ifll|i^i^]^]^ng.in>'parti^^.at.  the  taverns^  where  ihe^ 
g9^i^  pi'ptty  l|igjily,  ,an4  irink.  yery^  immod^- 
^fiiiely,  s^l^Pf^  f.eturniri^.liQiiie  .witjiout  being^ co^- 
BJfj^yti?lte»icate.df.  ,  -Thej^  are  'very  jjartia^^^ 
^ftp^awj^.flpirjlta,  Ijrandy,  shrub,  a^fi  j^pe|rmiiit| 
8^)4p(.p9ft  often,  use  wine  or.  pun9V  »y^*9Kf 
ft^^  tlv^  m^c^ulter^ted  aqua  mUpy  are  their  copiinpn 
4fW^am^  i^f;Uiese,  they  freely  pai'take  at  all  hours 
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MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS  OF  UPPER  CANADA-^ THE  SECOND  CLASS 
IN  SOCIETY-— THE  FEMALES—- MARRIAOES-^COURTSHlP^-irHElR 
LOW  IDEAS  OF  CHASTITY««-^N  AKBCDDTfi-^Hi  rtMALt  ^OWV^R- 
SATION— OB8XQUIOUSNE88  OT  BUSBANDS* 

In  my  preceding  letter  I  brought  you  aoqnahitfed 
with  the  manners  and  ctistoms  of  the  Higher 
Class  in  Canadian  Society,  and  I  purpose  no\rid* 
introdaoe  you  to  a  knowledge  of  those  of  ihe 
Lower,  or  What  would,  in  more  civilized  regions^ 
be  called  the  Middle  Class.  But,  in  doing  tbi», 
I  feel  that  I  shaH  require  your  most  charitable  don^ 
sideration,  which,  under  my  circumstances,-  j/bii 
will  not  refuse  to  extend^  and  which  will  com- 
pletely exonerate  md  from  the  very  semb!to6^  bf 
the  charge  contained  in  the  often-quoted  couplet,. 

Immodest  words  admit  of  no  defence. 
For  want  of  decency  is  want  of  sense. 

If  I  assure  you,  that  this  class  of  Canadians  are 
exceedingly  gross  in  their  manners,'  and  generally 
addicted  to  low  and  obscene  conversation,  I  con- 
vey to  you  a  vague  and  inadequate  idea  of  the 
people.  But  when  I  give  you  a  few  common 
examples  of  their  vicious  habits  and  discourse, 
divested  as  far  as  possible  of  their  most  offensive 
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aecompaniments^t  I  leaire  you  to  form  a  tolerably 
o^rreet  estimate  of  the  state  of  society  from  the 
remainder. 

Having  thud  anticipated  the  blame  of  which 
many  well-meaning  individuals  mighty  if  I  had 
made  no  apology  for  the'  introduction  of  objec* 
tionable  phrases^  have  thought  me  deserving^  I  will 
now  proceed  to  present  you  with  a  picture  of  the 

f  The  following  passage  from  that  polite  scholar^  Bishop  Hard, 
would  serve  perhaps  for  my  exculpation  in  the  minds  of  many 
Worthy  persons^  had  I  related  several  o£  the  circunistaiices,  to 
which  I  here  briefly  allude^  in  aU  their  native  amplitude  of  ex- 
pression. But  I  prefer  an  error  on  the  safe  and  moral  side  of  the 
question. 

After  expressing  himself  in  terms  of  reprobation  at ''  th^  hu- 
mour'' then  prevalent  in  JEngland,  which  *'  had  gone  far  towftfds 
unxierving  the  noblest  modern  language,  and  efiemiaaling'  die 
public  taste,"  the  Bishop  adds:  "  This  was  not  a  little  forivanl«d 
by»  what  generally  makes  its  appearance  at  the  same  time,  a  kind 
of  feminine  curiosity  in  the  choice  of  words ;  cautiously  avoiding 
and  reprobating  all  sudi  (which  were  not  seldom  the  most  ex- 
pressive) as  had  been  profaned  by  a  too  vulgar  use,  or  had  suf- 
fered the  touch  of  some  other  accidental  taint  This  ran  us  into 
peri|plurases  and  general  expression  ;^-4he  peculiar  bane  of  eveiy 
poUelied  language.  Whereas  the  rhetorician's  judgment  bese 
again  should  direct  us :  In  certain  siiualions  all  kinds  of  words  are 
very  good,  except  iliose  which  are  qf  an  immodest  cast.  For  some' 
times  it  is  necessary  to  use  low  and  vulgar  terms :  And  those  words 
which  to  poUte  and  cultivated  minds  appear  corrupt  and  mean,  are 
uttered  with  the  utmost  propriety  when  occasion  requires*  Whkh 
seems  borrowed  from  Dionysius  of  Halicamassus^  /  deelart  ikti 
every  part  of  speech,  (though  it  he  mean,  vulgar,  Jilthy,  or  coniaimg 
any  other  cause  of  offence,)  by  which  is  intended  to  be  denoted  any 
body  or  action  whatever,  will  claim  for  itself  an  appropriate  siluaiion 
in  discourse" 
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lower  class  of  Canadians,  as  aceurate  as  I  can  pos-- 
sibly  make  it*  You  may  rest  assured,  thatt,  for  the 
sake  of  my  own  feelings  as  well  as  yours*,  I  can 
have  no  desire  to  overcharge  it ;  while  at  the  same 
time  it  may  be  requisite  to  inform  you,  that  the. 
perfect  abhorrence  ereaied  in  my  mind,  by  tb^ 
actual  sight  of  much  that  I  am  g<Hng  to  relate^ 
will  equally  prevent  me  from  extenuating  the  cri-i 
minftlity  of  the  Canadians,  and  from  bespeaking 
any  improper  indulgence  for  myself. 

The  Sbcond  or  Lower  Class  do  not  differ  very 
materially  in  their  customs  and  manners  from  the 
higher  class.  They  are,  however,  less  intelligent 
and  tuore  inquisitive.  They  also  marry  when  verj 
ydung;  By  a  provincial  statute^  the  father  is 
entitled  to  the  labours  of  his  son  until  he  atrt«i;i;i^ 
his  twenty-first  year,  at  which  period  he  consider^ 
himself  free  from  parental  authority.  '  The  women 
of  the  class  of  which  I  am  now  speaking,  are  very 
poorly  educated,  greatly  addicted  to  ple^isure^  and 
extravagantly  fond  of  dres9*  They  ar^  re^ftj^^- 
aUy  cleanly  in  every  thing  which  rebates  to^  i|l^f 
houdes,  but  negligent  of  their  persons,  unless  wbeii 
di/^ned  out  for  visiting.  Perhaps  no  people  iq 
the  world,  secluded  as  they  are  from  the  society 
of  strangers,  are  so  much  attached  to  gaudy  apr 
parrel.  If  the  produce  of  their  husbands'  or  fathers^ 
labours,  or  the  influence  of  their  own  personal 
charms, — ^to  say  no  more, — can'  produce  them  a 
splendid  ward-robe,  they  will  have  it.  It  is  really 
laughable  to  witness  the  taste  which  they  display 
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in  «rmnging  the  viiricms  urticles  that  compose  their 
dndss;  A  black  niik  gown  trimmed  with  pink  or 
gneea  rtthcuky  a  pair  of  garter-blue  worsted  stock- 
ingSy  sh4)0s  that  never  knew  the  radiant  powers  of 
qS  Dmf  and  Martin^  mosdin  ruffs  trimmed  with  azure 
orisparlet,  a  bonnet  of  the  finest  lutestring  or  the 
richest  aarsne^^^^these  not  unfrequently  cpntpofle 
tbeiir  ridtng^dress :  For  you  must  know,  that  the 
hnnrbtest  fUe  de  chambrein  the  Province  can  boast! 
of  her  riding-dress.  In  travelling  throtagh  tfe 
camitry,  you  constantly  meet  ladies  thus  appareHed, 
riding'  to  market,  prdbaUy  with  a  bag  of  apples. 
aeiKls&'tire  horde's  withers,  or  a  basket  of  aggs  waoht 
peilded  from  the  horn  of  the  saddle*,  it  ift'ina 
unwsttai  thing  to  sie  a  mother  with  m  iv&kik  iu^ 
hetf'arms,  riding  merrily  along,  as  if  she  were  y^kudKbf 
um^ncUmber^d. 

'  rhfiive  Before  observed,  that  they  marry  at  an' 
echrly' period ;  but  as  there  is  something  in  ^amr 
system  of  courtship,  with  which  you  may  not  be- 
v^i^y'fcitinhaiely  acquainted,  I  shall  give  you  a  brief 
sktst^  of  it.  Since  it  is  a  plan,  that  is  not  praetiswi 
in  any  part  of  Europe;  with  the  exception  of  the 
principality  of  Wales,  the  developement  may  pro* 
bably  bftase  you  to  suspect  the  integrity  of  your 
correirpondent.      I  must  therefore  eptreat  you^  as 
Brutun^  did  the  Romans,  ^^  to  ^  believe  •  me  for  mihe 
honour,  and  to  have  respect  unto  mine  honomr  that 
you  may  believe."  •  - 

I  have  already  stated,  that  fortune  is  seldMn 
tlie  object  of  an  American's  pursuit.     It  is  in  fact 
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never  spoken  of  in  any  part  of  *  G8liiaida,-t^if  we 
except  the  few  towns  and  Tillagen^in  wbicbihei 
manners  of  Europe  prevail  over  those  of  America. 
In  many  parts  of  the  country,  partieakerly  in 
the  new  settlements^  the  demand  for  womett  h 
so  great^  that  the  father  of  what  is  tei^med  a  sprp 
1m8  frequently  sella  her  to  the  highest  bidder^  alid 
sometimes  obtains  for  her  a  valtiable^compeHsatioBf; 
Bat  thia  is  not  general,  and  mdy  oecurswhen  « 
noAlbeji-  of  suitors  present  tfaemselvea,  the  weallhi* 
estof  whom,  by  ^^  greasing  tbefaiher^spamy'  obtaina 
an  ascendancy  over  his  less  fortunate  competitors; 
Tom  must  not,  however,  infer  from  thia,  tfaat^the 
women  here^  as  in  Bnrope^  are  guided  morei  by , 
tka  iflbiee  of  their  pl^rents,  than  by  tbeirtKWft 
indfiBiitons,  in  the  adieetion  of  ihusbahdsi,  ThisM 
would  be  a  very  erroneous  inference;  for  a  Gan^ 
dian  ifiitir  (me>  when  she  attains  the  age  of  eigfhtbin 
yearsj;  would  as  soon  think  of  consultiixg  the  stata^ . 
as  'of  soliciting  the  approbation  of  either  hihw 
or  mother  to  her  matrilnonidi  engagemeats.  Fronr 
that  moment,  she  regards  hcsrself  as'indep^tident, 
and  capable  of  making  her  own  clioiee«  ^e  there** 
fore  acts  entirely  from  the  impuhe  of  her>  own 
fedbigs.  But  until  she  is  eighteen  years  old,*  she 
is  considered  by  the  father  as  Us  6o»&./Eefe  property, 
and  ke'  seldom  consents  to  her  union  with  any 
man^  eorcepting  under  circumstances  like  those  to 
which  I  have  alluded* 

When  a  young  man   comes   of  age,  he  is  no 
longer  expected  to  remain  an  inmate  of  his  father's 
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house ;  but  if  he  has  occasion  to  make  it  his  abode 
for  a  longer  period,  he  is  obliged  to  pay  for  board 
and  lodging  while  unemployed  ;  and  if  he  works, 
he  is  regularly  paid  for  his  labour^  like  any  other 
unconnected  individual.  It  is  very  natural  to  sup- 
pose^ that^  when  young  men  are  thus  peculiarly 
circumstanced^  they  must  feel  considerable  anxiety 
to  change  their  condition.  Indeed,  they  are 
scarcely  at  liberty  to  act  for  themselves^  ere  they 
are  bound  in  the  bands  of  Hymen.  In  preparing 
for  such  a  change,  the  erection  of  a  house  is  an 
indispensable  preliminary.  When  this  is  acoomi- 
pli^hed,  they  immediately  enter  on  all  the  cares 
and  pleasures  of  a  wedded  life. 

Marriage,  in  Canada,  is  invariably  a  nmtter  of 
necessity  imd  expedience^  and  not  of  mere  choice 
or  taste.  The  affections  are  seldom  engaged,  «nd 
it  is  indeed  almost  impossible  that  they  should: 
For  no  sooner  do  the  females  of  this  country  tfaro^ 
off  the  frock  of  childhood,  and  assume  the  import- 
ant looks  and  consequential  attitudes  of  matti* 
inonial  candidates,  than,  like  fresh-blown  ros6a> 
they  are  snatdied  from  the  paretit  stem,  and  pressed 
to  the  bosom  of  some  waiting  swain.  It  would  be 
ujleleds  for  a  man  to  indulge  a  thought  of  any  par- 
ticular female,  before  the  very  Week  in  which  he 
intends  to  marry:  For  every  female  of  this  olass 
is  bought  up  immediately  on  her  appearance  in  the 
market.  They  are  children  to«day»  women  to- 
morrow, wives  the  next  day,  and  frequently 
mothers  ere  a  week  expires. 
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When  a  Canadian  seta  out  oa  .a  apq/rking  frolic j 
he  is  seldom  itocompauied  by  any  friend«  Singly, 
and  without  introduction,  he  proce^d^  to  visit  th^ 
fair  ofte,  on  whom  he  entertains  thought^i  of  beatow- 
IQg  all  his  worldly  goods.  On  .iirrivipg  ^i  the 
nmnaion  of  her  father,  he  introduces  himself  as  a 
bachelor;  and,  if  he  finds  himself  fayoumUy 
received^  conversTes  freely  with  ihe  whole  family 
until  evening;  at  the  ap|»*oacb  of  which^  he  is 
pfejrmitted  a  private  iillerview:  with  the.  yjoung 
lady.  The  object  pf  this  inieorviewis  no4  tajmaki 
a  hasty  proposal  of  tnarriagfl9,.btit'  to J^iiow  if nht 
i^cxmd^cm^  i<y  qUqw  him  io  rt^pieat  Jiis  vikU  xm 
the  neopt  or  an/g  s^^g^mt  evening.  If  Uie  lady 
is  not  firevtously  ^itgaged^  the  prayer  of.  his  (peti- 
tion is  not  ofieti  .rejected.  When  theappdintad 
eV^ening  arrives,  he  appearii,  unattended  as  befoif^e, 
and  is  received  with  marked  atteiltioOor  All*<tbe 
delicacies  of  the  season  are  furnished  io,  .greei  ikm 
fettirm  Until  tea,  he  seldom  has  an  opportunity 
of  enjoying  any  conversation  with,  his  fair  intended, 
as  she  .13  busily  employJBd  in  preparing/ the  innur 
merable  articles  which  compose  .«.  Csiiadiaxi  b<tn<^ 
quel;  Soon  after  tea,  or-^as  they  call  the  after- 
noon; repast — "  supper,"  is  over,  the  family  retire 
to  rest,  leading  the  hero  and  heroine  in  full  pds- 
sessioa  of  the  supper-room,  in  which,  for  the  con-^ 
venience  of  such  visitors,  a  bed  invarisibly  occupies 
one  corner.  In  this  apartment  they  continue  till 
mormng.1  How  they  spend  the  night — whether  in 
laying  plans  for  the  prosperity  of  their  future  pro- 
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geny— pfaiiOsophising*  Oil  the  moBt  ap{>roved  method 
of  increasing  Abe  population  — •  or  inquiring  into 
the  origin  of  the  pas»ionB^-^I  am  not  competent  to 
say,  One  tkin^,  howe^rer,  isr  certain  ;  An  adjourn- 
ment for  a  short  tibiie  always  takes  place  ;  and  otir 
hero  goes  home  to  pursue  his  usual  avocations, 
promising  to  return  at  a  particular  time,  provided 
they  faav^  been  mutually  satisfied  with  each  otfaer^s 
conduct  during  the  preceding  night. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  this  kind^  inquiry  is  made 
by  the  gentleman  respecting  the  character  and 
number  of  the  lad3^s  former  lovers,  and  also  tin^ 
ceming  the  causes  which  prevented  her  uniovi  "vritb 
any  of  them.  If  he  is  satisfied  on  these  matteti^ 
ancrtfaereTening  is  appomted  for  the  second  meU^ 
ing;  but  if  the  cause  of  di»saiufiBifHon  otigiMtBA 
with  tite  lady,  she  candidly  informs  him^  tbat'iibe 
cannot  think  of  receiving  him  again  in  the  capacity 
of  a  suitor.  A  different  and  more  cruel  Ime  of 
conduct  is  pursued  by  the  gentleman ;  for  ifheii 
determined  on  visiting  her  no  more,  he  departs 
without  communicating  his  sentiments,  resolved 
^^  to  play  least  in  sight"  for  the  future.  * 

If  there  is  a  mutual  agreement  between  them, 
they  have  two  or  three  further  meetings  of  tins 
kind ;  after  which,  if  their  loveincreaees,  he  acquaints 
a  neighbouring  magistrate  with  his  intention  of 
leading  his  beloved  to  the  altar :  The  magistrate 
signifies  the  same  ^^  to  all  whom  it  may  concern," 
by  fixing  a  written  publication  on  the  doors  of 
all  public  places  in  their  respective  townships,  pro- 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


SOCIETY  IN  CANADA.  37 

vided  no  mmister  of  the  Ohttroh>  of  England  resides 
within  eighteen  miles  of  ^ith^r  of  the  parties.  This 
publioation,  or  ^^  pubfishmenty"  ps  the  Americans 
call  it^  continues  placarded  for  threis  saooessive 
^eeks;  at  the  expiration  of  which^  i£  no  person 
oomee  forward  to  make  knqwn  any  jast  cause  or 
impediment  why  the  parties  may  not  be  lawfully 
joined   together    in    holy    matrimony^  they  are 
solemnly  declared  man  and  wife. 
.ffVom   th^.  preceding  remaarks  on  the  conduct 
%0(i  chaMot^r  of  the  female?  of  Canada,  it  is  alto- 
g^iiiher  likely  that  you  will  oonsidnr  virtue  as  wholly 
e:$tiBet  on  this  side  of  the  Western  Ocean ;   but 
you  must  regard  me  as  speaking  only  generally/,  and 
not  parttQularly.      I  think  I   have  known  many 
respectable  females  in  this  country,  who,  if  they 
.would  not  add  lustre  to  the  first  circles  in  Europe, 
<)ertainly  would  not  derjogate  either  from  the  intel- 
lectual or  moral  character  of  those  who  now  move 
ifi  such  circles.      The  influence  of  climate  may 
unquestionably  have  some  effect  in  forming  the 
eharocter,  and  determining  the  conduct,  of  women 
as  well  as  of  men«    I  am  at '  the  aame  time  confi- 
dent,  that  the  circumstances  in   which  we  are 
phu^ed,  and  the  ejcamples  of  those  by  whom  we 
are  surraundetd^  hftve  a  still  more  powerful  ten-* 
^ncy  to  r^ideir  us  either  virtuous  or  vicious.     I 
a^e  this  strikingly  exemplified,  whenever  I  con- 
troist  the  females  of  Ireland  with  those  of  Canada. 
In  the  former  country,  female  virtue  is  estimated 
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above  every  earthly  consideration.  It  is  valued 
above  the  world's  worth,  above  all  dignity  and 
rank,  and  all  extrinsic  excellence ;  and  she  who  is 
found  without  it,  though  laden  with  princely  titles 
and  with  princely  wealth,  and  graced  with  all  the 
charms  of  wit  and  beauty,  id  compelled  to  seclude 
herself  for  life  from  all  honourable  society,  to  veil 
her  face  and  hang  down  her  head  even  in  the 
presence  of  her  own  family,  and,  in  a  word,  to 
relinquish  all  claims  to  private  attention  and  pub- 
lic esteem,  to  present  favour  and  future  fame.  And 
what  are  the  consequences  ?  The  Irish  ladies  ate 
such  as  might  naturally  be  expected, — such  as  have 
stamped  a  high  and  exalted  character  on  the 
domestic  economy  of  our  country,  and  have  ren- 
dered her  in  this  respect  tHe  envy  arid  admir- 
ation of  the  world.  In  Europe  and  America^  and 
in  every  place  where  they  are  known,  the  daugh- 
ters of  Hibemia  are  regarded  as  the  Lucretias  of 
modem  times,— as  the  proud  and  honourable  exem- 
plifications of  the  wise  man's  proverb :  *^  She  will 
do  her  husband  good,  and  not  evil,  all  the  days  of 
her  life.  She  openeth  her  mouth  with  wisdom; 
and  in  her  tongue  is  the  law  of  kindness.^ 

Alas!  wKat  a  melancholy  contrast  to  this  de- 
lightful picture  does  Canada  present !  Here  we 
find  females  who  are  destitute  of  virtue,  as  much 
respected,  and  as  likely  to  make  respiectable  alliances 
in  the  world,  as  if  they  were  not  merely  its  proud 
possessors,  but  its  chaste  and  attentive'  guardians. 
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On  this  subject,  as  well  as  on  many  others,  they 
differ  widely  from  our  inimitable  poet : 

When  lovely  woman  stoops  to  folly. 

And  finds  too  Idte  that  men  betray, 
What  charm  can  aoothe  her  melancholy  ? 

What  art  can  wash  her  guilt  away  ? 

The  only  9rt  her  guilt  to  cover, 

To  hide  her  shame  from  every  eye. 
To  give  repentance  to  her  lover. 

And  wring  his  bosom,  is — ^to  die. 

Such  a  sentiment  as  this  would  in  Canada  be 
regarded  merely  as  the  wild' effusion  of  some 
moralizing  enthusiast,  who  paid  more  attention  to 
the  harmony  of  his  numbers  than  to  the  calm  con- 
sideration of  his  subject.  It  would  in  fact  be 
esteemed  as  a  senseless  chimera,  the  creation  of  a 
disordered  brain.  It  is  to  the  prevalence  of  such 
opinions,  more  than  to  any  overweening  depravity 
of  heart  or  influence  of  climate,  that  I  am  disposed 
to  attribute  the  almost  universal  demoralization  of 
the  Canadian  females  in  this  class  of  society.  I 
should  be  sorry,  as  I  have  already  observed^  to 
insinuate,  that  there  are  no  women  of  virtue  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic ;  but  if  there  be  a  country 
in  the  universe,  to  which  the  too  severe  couplet  of 
Pope  is  applicable  even  in  a  modified  sense,  it  is 

Canada : 

I 

Men  some  to  business,  some  to  pleasure  t^e. 
But  every  woman  is  at  heart  a  rake. 

It  is  not    likely,    if    at   all   possible,  that  virtue 
can  abound  in  any  country  in  which  the  violation 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


aOOfHD-UhMAjOF 


oC^aitfty  »imit  fl*ivai<liired  a  terine^of  ilie  fint 
m^^nitlule.  'Amk  so^&r  ^ikisftoni' being  the  isue 
imSfffor  Gadadl^  of  iti  the  Unifted  States^  that  an 
tfpmahriad' female  with  a  baby  Jn  her.  arms  is  at 
|Knmb.  re4>ectod^«aA  as  Utile  olwomoiiisi  to  paUie 
anuttodlYBrsion,  hs  nhe  would  he^  had  she  prMtrved 
hes  vhrtaa  ii^ith  a  V*e8t«i'a  fidelity.  Bvery  mBnn 
th^.  Qofiiitry  JoolU  on  women  in  the  same,  pobt  itf 
ykffPj.nM  thb  Poet  did  when  he  wrote  the  poem  froii 
t^di^I  jiaTatilkfiKi.t]ta  above  lines  jtwidtfaf^sfemei 
htiqg^:oaiisekitt»in; what  Hght  they  are  irtfewed^rnst 
ailf re^[fHq3itiy  resolta  to^majatain  the  comriitaiicy  of 
Ihwr  Mtei>Hihad  «har«^1t»v  .iFokwiH  hemmMiti 
to  (^be^/  it ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  giginrtidiifaifclefcfctj 
that  a  Canadian  feinaWf  fwrtipularly  in  the  New 
Settlements,  with  two  or  three  young, ones^jwady 
ireafed,  is  much  more  likely  to  form  an  advahtageoos 
^latice^  than  she  who  has  had  but  one  ;  and  tnat  if 
tier  matrimonial  prospects  be  compared  with  those 
6i  a  poor  solitary  girl,  who  has  no  such  stron'g  title 
^o  \^e  appeill'ation  of  '*  mqfther/^  they  will  be  tomi 
grea;ity  superior.  '  This,  1  Ibflieve,  is  principallj 
owing  to  the  high  price  of  labour,  A  man  Who  has 
the  gobd  fortune  to  meet  with  a  wife,  who,  on  the 
morning  of  her  marriage,  presents  him  with  a  pair 
of  thumping  boys,  considers  that  in  a  few  years' 
time  titey  will  amply  oompewatia  .lim  .i>y.>.^ir 
)ahQW9  £av  the  sacrifice  w|iieh  he  mfJil^B  ef  If  9Aw 
VMlpken  and  absurd  notions  imported  fetMfc.aPiw 
fijinuroi^anr  Nui^nety.'^  -  .    :.   -  .*^i'  ir 
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does  ^Mt  ^matr jr  forr  tmrn^yte  teflmM'fifr*  lonrtT; 
lHit«  iiL  tltift  cbuntiy  :ifkrj  ^&w ^  mmity  ahder  ika 
Mumeftiaie  ittfldnEiee  Jof  either  of'  thes^  p^rti^oi^ 
^OBBOMW  that  ^^  it  IB  Bot  good  for  mMi'fol»e  iloite^'' 
pteti^alarly  in  tlie  witi»  •£  America,  th»  yovng 
Cniiiimi  beeomes  early  Strtened  by  what  ai^aom^ 
monly  oaHad  ''the  ii»dU«MiInUe<4iaitisof  wadlookw^* 
9kxThiiii|  hanrayar)  ikeyaro'ttpt  always  ^^  iadiisoki- 
Ua /'  foraither  he  or  hii  vfiie  ganerally  findamaaaa 
4e«Mihiiid  tbaai  are  a  daai^n  nmaiia  hava  miaoaaded 
l»-  Uiair  Jkmay-meon.  Sotoaaly  a  nawipapar  m 
infFM^-Qf  the  eottntry  ioaai  InHta  tlia  praa^  ilia 
baialnii  jsi  wkiah  Ara  not  fpraMd  witb  wMa  faab 

-'•'/^  «CfAlTTION. 

V  f      -  •      •  • 

^*  ^^WBaaaAB  my  wife,  Betsy  Swiftfoot^  alias 

4Jh^    Widow  WUdy  has  wantoi^y  eloped  from  my 

bed  and  board,  without  any  jusi  cause  or  provqea- 

tiao,  (having,  as  I  'suppose,  become  too  wild  to  be 

steered  by  my  compass^  I  do  hereby  caation  tbs 

rablic  not  to  give  no  credit  to  her  on  my  acaoun^, 

aa  I  am  .determined  n(4  to  pay  no  bills  of  her 

contracting.  Jonathan  Swiftfoot.^ 

^*  Cuckold's  Hall, 

**  Upper  Canada,  July  20, 1821."      ^ 

Tho  CaaadKaaa  are,  notwithstaiidiiig  i^  this,  the 
mmk  mdalgant  husbands  imaginable.  So  paliaM 
«f  isfjairteii  Mid  soTegardlem  of  the  levfty  of  tllefr 

rivas,  that  separations,  though  v^ery  comaMtt,  can 

Hbkam  ba  atlribafted  to  any  harA  treatatant  on  the 
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.pftrt  of  the  men.  If  their  "  frail  ribs^  evince  a 
jdisp|>9itipn  to  ajbtend  to  the  domestic  arrangements 
•pf  the  hotise,  they  will  contentedly  wear  as  many 

"^  antleris^  d^.  their  wives  are  disposed  to  plant  upon 

J^heir, foreheads.  A  striking^  elucidation  of  this 
temfLvk,  whibh  came  within  my  own  knowledge, 

*  ^t  this  moment  occurs  to  my  recollection.  A  re- 
spectable  farmer,  with  whoin  I  am  well  acquainted, 
on   his  return  from  a  journey  of   some  hundred 

^miles^  surprised  his  wife  in  the  arms  of  an  old  friend y 

wl^)3  had  endeavoured,  kind  man,  to  console  her  in 

/theabsence'of  her  husband;  "  for  the  goodman  was 

^mot  at  home^  he  had  gone  along  journey."  The 
injfired  husband,  on  making  this  discovery,  wjth 
ae' meekness  above  that  of  the  Stoic  ^'  *'        * " 


addressed  the  usurper  of  his  bed  in  the  following 

sentimental  language : — ^^  Neighbour  H r,  you 

^^"  ana  T  have,  I  guess^  long  lived  on  terms  of  inti- 

^^  macy,  and  God  forbid  that  any  event  sh^yjid  ever 

'  ^  dissolve  flia|;  bond  of  friendship  which  has  so  long 

^^^  united  us !'  That  you  have  treated  Polly  badlv,  is 

"^^j"^  a  fact  of  which,  you  know,  I  have  had  ocalar 

^  ^'fl^monstration:  I  have,  however,  that  opinioti  of 

^*'*^your  honour,  which  amounts  to  a  conviction  in 

^*  ^^  my  miiidi'  that  you  wifl  evince  a  ready  willing- 

^^  ness  to  make  a  full  compensation  to  her  and  me 

^^  for  wronffr'We  ha¥^  susteittad.mt  your  hands. 

"  The  laws  of  our  country  ipi^ottW^'you  know,  give 

vm<Wyfl4«'^^.if  ^  ^fi  w?  wprp  pp  aBJ^,,ta.,t!|«p- 

i,  '^%t,  I  fi^9f^^^ *ha1j  lf^^  ^i«.i>  ^4,  upe^uWipnt  yid 

.^^^  I  do  not  see  why  t\^Q  old  friends  might  not  settle 

f^  a  trifling  affair  of  this  here  kind,  without  thrpw- 
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"  injr  away  200, or  300  <)onars  to  a  set  of  rastcally 

*^  lawyers/'      Mr.  H ,  who  listened  with  the 

utmost  attention  to  this  animated  appeal  to  hid 
honouTy  instantly  satisfied  his  friend  that  he  wajtf 
ready  at  any  moment  to  hear  his  proposals.  An 
armistice  was  immediately  agreed  to,  and  in  a 
short  time  it  was  settled^  ^^  that^  within  two  we^ks 
"  of  that  period^  the  injured  party  should  receive 
"  two  wellr fatted  hogs  of  no  less  weight  than  4cwt.^ 
'^  as  a  full  and  fair  compensation  for  the  injuries 
^'  ^hich  he  had  sustained,  in  the  person  of  his 
*'  eara  et  casta  sposa.^^  The  hogs  were  absolutely 
delivered  agreeably  to  the  arrangement,  and  Mr. 

H continued  to  be  an  inmate  in  the  house 

until  the  last  slice  of  his  forfeiture  had  smoaked 
in  the  frying-pan,  when  he  returned  to  his  own 
dwelling,  perfectly  content  with  the  result  of  his 
campaign. 

^^  This,"  you  will  say,  *^  is  a  bounce  !'*  But, 
believe  n^e,  it  is  a  real  fact,  as  well  knoWn  to  hun- 
Aiedi  tm  it  is  to  me ;  and,  singular  though  it  may 
appear,  I  could  tell  you  many  anecdotes  equally 
true  and  equally  shocking.  1  certainly  would  do 
so,  but  I  am  reminded  of  the  salutary  counsel  of 
a  poet, 

Lestr  men  suspect  your  tale  untme^ 
Keep  probiMlUjf  in  view. 

I  fear,  however,  that,  in  communicating  the  above, 
I  have  not  taken  this  hint ;  for  I  riiust  confess  it 
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seems  improbable  enough.  Yoa  may,  howerer, 
rest  assured,  that,  though  I  sometimes  feel  dis- 
posed ^to  excite  your  mirth,  I  shall  never  think  of 
doing  it  at  the  expence  of  my  integrity.  I  agree 
with  Dr.  Goldsmith,  that 


-A  Post  may  try 


By  a  bounce  now  and  theo^  to  get  courage  to  fly ; 

but  do  not  think  this  liberty  ought  to  be  taken  hy 
writers  in  prose,  and  especially  by  those  whose  pro- 
vince it  is  to  relate  simple '  facts.  The  truth  is, 
Europeans  and  Americans  hav«  v^ry  diSWefit 
notions  of  virtue ;  an<!  the  very  conduct,  H^lbi&h, 
on  yobr  side  of  the  water,  wodld  be  beprobttMd  m 
every  comjpany,  here  finds  an  unblushing  iidvo- 
cAteia' every  dwelling. 

t  I  was ;  travelling  through  the  Gore  District  a 
short  tiiiie  ago ;  and  on  stopping  for  breakfast  at  a 
tuverti;  where  there  were  several  American  litdles 
waitftig  for  refreshment,  I  was  much  surpfisedto 
hear  the  whol6  party  vociferottsly  diseussihg  tiv9ty 
unimportant  political  subject ;  namely,  ^^  wHeCker 
''Canada,  if  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Ui^d 
''  States,  would:  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  bh 
^'  Inclependent  State,  or  held  merely  as  a  sabJit^Med 

couniryy  without  giving  the  inhabitants  th^  ]Mfi«* 
^' vileges  '6f  a  republican  government*?^  A*  I 
thought  the  subject  "both  ati  idle  and  an  abinlnl 
one,  I  sat  down  without  taking  any  part  in  tfie' 
debate.      At  length  an  unexpected  circumstattoe 
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if  he  wer«  on  the  point  of  ,i&)s^^f^  ^i^i}\  If^l^^ 
country  where   blacksmiths'   fires  are  k^pt  alive 

without  the  aid  ofbelldwr.    :         .    ."  -. r 

In  a  rude  and   boisterous  .  tone   he.  exclaimed, 
♦S.l^l,  PQF I :    J  vflw  I.  fjwJ,.f;»,|T ^rn^^^^),lij^pj 
«%  deva  to-*>yJ!   iMy.;|fM?ifkttoitt  iM4f!;.«Wft^m< 

'f iKWHty  t»,p«t  |»y^im|jii»MiiqHCdeK,J^; .  >,„y.nqonn3 

qi|l>69M).»xe^mNtil9nr;<Wie  .Qf^))e,.|i!)di|9?  $f^  ^<l^> 
*^i^WfcyrWlrt9B,  wlwit  h^*9:  ^jpatjk^r.wj^  JM^h 
♦«  I  guen  as  how  you  hayje. .  !^<w?^  i({»^)(^i^'^, 

fl  fr.K4iilsd r  th«,.I»i»^r'  wl.*K5F'^ijnH»ffe 

•iaIlWJeilfc  to^ark  a  UtU^  cuii^^ibi^f^/iiii^^ 

♦.Mift  o»„ft  d-Tr-4 ;4Hy,  iftWF  ^«4l«  ^KtM  , ^gSw*' 

1^  |^i^.,^,|^«e(},rto.^9  fWf^h%,\8??«%^^ 
4oinnia6m^f^TO,^  IWt  8to;rye(  }fl^^  ^  :f^g95J^lf^A» 
<«ll4«(Pt  ^  ¥>^«sh,M  9pin|^fltfi^..ps..lMgWyj^jj;9{f^ 
km^ep^Jf^lfi  J[„ffly8MfWffiR,a,^fl^^4|inf  ?fl7,^ 
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WAS  ibk :  Wh«n  a  -ywral^rdiMiiW;  Ae)us>mt\KJi  fi^- 
4l9fe||^,  ^;^.|Nr/»yiqu9  Ac<iua)ntwQ9.  wi%]lMii(A« 

iAa  8hQf  his  arrows  to  »  it«QM»lldf»,!l«Id^ii»y:lMth 
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married  state.  Will  you,  Madam,  in  retam,  be 
pleased  to  inform  me  of  the  method  whioh  you 
Americans  pursue  in  effecting  a  similar  object  ? 

The  lady  replied,  "  I  should  have  no  objection 
^^  to  give  such  information,  if  so  be  that  you  old 
^^  country  folk  did  not  seem  to  ridicule  our  custom 
*^  of  sparking,  though  it  is  not  in  reality  half  so 
'^  ridiculous  as  your  own.  Now,  Mister,  what  can 
^^  be  m6re  preposterous,  than  to  see  a  young  man 
'^  and  a  young  woman  merely  exchanging  looks. 
^^  for  almost  half  a  year  together  in  the  company 
^  of  their  parents,  without  any  other  knowledge 
'^  of  one  another  than  might  be  obtained  by  an 
^^  hour's  conversation  ?  Now,  I  vow^  it  is  too  much : 
^^  for  a  spirited  woman  to  bear." 

The  voluble  lady  then  entered  unblushingly  into . 
mmute  explanations,  at  which  I  was  surprised^and, 
which  were  too  gross  to  be  repeated  in  these  pages. 
She  added  as  a  finale:  ^'  But  you  old-country  folk* 
'^  think  it  such  an  almighty  disgrace  for  a  lady  to- 
^^  have  a  child  before  she  is  married,  that  you  des- 
^*  pise  the  woman  who  has  thus,  acted,  all  the  days 
"  of  her  life.     Now,  I  vow,  my  Betty  was  two . 
^*  years .  old  /before  I  married ;  but,  I  calculate,  I 
^'  am  not  a  bit  the  worse  for  that,  neither.     What 
^^  dp.yott  think^  Mister  ?" 

Were  I  to  speak  my  own  opinion.  Madam,  and 
judge,  from  appearances,  I  should  consider  you, 
even  at  this  moment,  as  good  as  new  ;  but,  if  you 
require  the  sentiments  of  my  country  on.  subjects 
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ofAttiie:  imtufe,  thfity  ar^  briefly  eomprebended  in 

^  '    '       '    iThe  traveller,  if  he  chance  to  stray, 
M&fidth  ancenfiur'd  to  hfs  way ; 
Polluted  streams  again  are  pare : 
And  deepest  wounds  admit  a  cure ; 
But  woman  no  redemption  knows,  > 

The  wounds  of  honour  never  close. 

The  idea  of  being  considered  a^  good  us  nemy  by: 
d  y^t>lnig  man^  had  cauBdd  her  faee  to  brighteiiitip 
to  such  a  degree,  that  I  faaefed  for  a  momeni-ahe 
was  reaify  gbiArg  to  exchange  the  whhendlooU'tff 
five-and^forty  for  thcf  oritnadn  cheeks  alkl  smuatli 
Ukiwrkikled  brow  of  sij^eei^;  but  the  stant»  wki6h 
unfortunately  followed^  soon  drove  tii^  anfoie  AofV 
her  couDtenance,  and  left  it  a  perfect  ^iaiiliir:^<i 
rage^  dnappointikientY  And  revenge.  I'l    >- 

^^  And  i^ray.  Mister,"  said  ^e,  '^  wh^  ddelr^l^ 
^^  boasted  ^AMUitiry  6f  yoars  mean  by^M^  itfotiiM^i^: 

My  deai^  Mjadau^  Irfpiied^^  I  oausC  lea^^  yMil 
tojitfdge  of  ttoi,  from  the  ftatHreof  our  ec^i^*: 
satdiiiWi^,  :      >'    "'•  .  r.- 

^^  Olvyoi^  have*  get  siMlh  dreddliil  nice  ndtieMl 
'^  itt^th^  Qieve  cfeuftfry-^  yt^wit^tkat?  £>fcnQW>«ilA 
^^  whafettpiihidkiof.yieu.     la  Afllerica^eteivetmofe'i 
*^  agreeable  notions;  but  in  Europe  you  subftMatcr^' 
^<  <)ert»in'r4fi»#«ieiMts  m  therf  fxlMC)  most  of whia 
^'  are  #d  very  opposite  to'  the  rales  of  nature^  that  i 
«^*  do  not  suppose  I  shall  ever  think  iD«db  of 
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^^  oddnfry  br  iUr  eastothn.    Your  r^ned '  ideas^  ttUl' ' 
^^  exalted  sentiments  may  do  very  well  fbr -MeAio^'^  < 
"  dist  Preachers'  wives ;  but  I  do  not.  think  they 
^^will  ever  accord  with  the  feelings  of  spirited 
*^  women  in  any  country,^' 

Her  arguments  were  so  forcible  and  convincing, 
and  her  notions  of  virtue  and  honour  80  Justy  at 
least  in  her  own  eyes^  that  I  shrunk  into  absolute 
insi^ifioance  and  silenoey-^-oonvinoed  of  course  of 
th^dbswdity  of  Ettropean  ferms^  and  a  convert  tp  ^ 
naitir^i and  American  liberty!! 

'Thd  wbtnen  of  Upper  Canada  pride  themselwr 
ori  Ining  good  housewifes ;  and  as  few  servants:  are  > 
tolbci  ^mat'wHfa  ia  the  country^  they  have  -ampie 
oppmtotiity  for  the  exeroise  of  tfa^ir  tadentatiit  the  >> 
pJftrfovmfekiMie  of  domestic  duties;     Baft  tfafir^'ere^il 
so  particularly  care  Ail  of  themselves^ 'it|iatiib«j^w< 
comI^I  their  poor  hen-pecked'  hudbands  tp  4o/ith6 
gteai^'  jmrt  of  th^r  work.     A  doMMliafa^Jsf  ciA  ' 
iact^  a  slave  to  his  wife  in  the  most  extensi vaumiM  '' 
ofM^t  term.    He  is  oMigad  to  ans#ei^£lhhti*  cmM^ 
toiolmy  all  her  comtoandb^  and  to  teebt^  ftfi^li4i<^^ 
commissions^  without  a  murmur.     No  West  IndbM^^^ 
sbMrefdcfver  issiies  his  lAai^dates'  to  the*  febk  $<^  6f 
Afrscain  amoreatttkcntatiVeiotieythanra'CatefAtitf '' 
fair  aone  tb  him  who  is  at  4mte  h^  IZW^^^ldifl  ' 

tiltiiffvary^iDmiiiottn  Canada  aftd  ndMdtlttWigh-  /^ 
oitraR^  Ammoa,  far  trtfv^lers  to  «top  ft>r  t^esk^ 
nMit:  at  firvnito  hotuies^  vrhen  Iav«ni9  ar^^^^i&^t' 
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convement.^f:  I  was  returning  sonde  time  ago^  with 
Mrs.  Talbot^  from  a  visit  to  the  FaUs  of  Niagara^ 
when  we  stopped  one  night  at  a  very  respect* 
able  private  house,  in  the  London  District.  As 
I  had  some  slight  acquaintance  with  the  lady  and 
gentleman  of  the  house  previous  to  my  marriage, 
every  exertion  was  made  by  the  former  to  entertain 
Mrs.  T.  ina  sty}e  suited  to  the  occasion ;  for  it  was 
her  first  appearance  in  that  part  of  America.  The 
gentleman  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits^  in 
a  remote  comer  of  his  farm,  when  we  arrived ;  Vot 
a  blast  of  the  horn  soon  brought  him  to  the  dow. 
He  scarcely  had  time  to  salute  m$  ^and  pay  his. 
respects  to  Mrs»  T.,  when  his  own  good  lady  ordered 
him  to  put  up  our  horses,  and  to  retvm  with  |dl 
possible  dispatch*  Paring  his  absc^nce,  she  was 
busily  eniployed  in  laying  the  doth  for  supper^  al- 
though the  materials  of  which  it  was  to  be  oompoaed 
were  still  m  a  very  awkward  state  for  mastication. 
The  bread,  for  instance,  was  yet  in  the  flour-bag^ 
the  chickens  were  feediag  at  the  ham-door;  the  iea. 
was  in  the  grocer's  canister,  and  the  creaoi  in  th^ 
cow'?  mdder.  In  a  country  like  America,  however, 
where  the  transition  from  non-entity  to  existence  is 
almost  iiistai^taneous, .  these  were  vcury  trifls^g 
considerations ;  and,  before  the  lapsa  of  an  hour, 

^  t  You  may  obtain  at  private  houses  every  accommodation 
affbrded  by  a  taveni>  with  the  exception  of  spirituous  liquors. 
The  «1»«i^>»p«for  a  fhs^M  always  vmi^fimn^  \ 
thanattbetavom. 
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bU  were    lunoking   on  tlie    table   in   prime  eon* 
ditioOf 

When  pur  hotA  returned  fr^m  putting  up  the 
hoipses^  the  following  orders  were  succemvely 
ii»uad  by  his  wife^  and  faithfully  attended  to  by 
Mr.  X. 

^^  Mr.  Xf,  I  guess^  you  must  go  and  kill  a  pair 
*^  of  fowls."— rOff  he  went,  and  in  about  five  mi* 
nutes  returned  with  two  bleeding  oaptives. 

^'  N0W9  JMr.  X.,  you  must  pick  thein.^T-The 
ocder  was  instfli^tly  obeyed^  and  he  apfieared  onep 
more  at  the  door  for  further  directions, 

H^  wfis  n^rt  commixed  to  dMw  them, — to 
hnng^pwl 'pfwtt^, — then  to  go  for  the  oows^—   . 
a^d  aftorwavda  to  n^lk  tl)eqft. 

Wk^n  ^  fyE4  done  all  this^  iiis  labom^i  were  net 
yet  well  oQDMieooed*  Prepently  he  Mqeiired  direx^- 
tipDS^Q  9tn^|i  the  milk^^to  fill  tiie  orea»-»jug,-40 
hmg  0Q«e  i>i#er  f^W  the  dairy^-*end  afterwards 
%9  ^  hmg  down  the  kettle.^' 

lAjyi  this  %a»f  Mt»*  X«  diverted  hMself  by*^rt<- 
JBig'  l^bout  the  room,  adjusting  the  plateji,  and 
hriisfaing  the  ^m  <fff  the  tahlerdoth,  wHhout  r^^r 
4^ii^  itlie  slightest  fMisistoQCQ  to  her  wifwt^iiiate 
f pftWI©5  Wlpien  i^e  hftd  ikWg  4Qwa  the  h^Hh,  I 
took  t^e  ^berty  ^f  wgge*ing  the  weewHy  of  bis 
taking  a  seat  and  resting  himself  for  some  time ; 
but  Mrs.  X.^  at  the  same  moment,  ordered  him 
to  the  Grocer's  for  a  pound  of  tea. 

During  his  absence,  she  condescended  to  go 
down  into  the  cellar  for  potatoes,  which  she  placed 
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in  a  bowl  at  the  door;  and^  on  his  return^  desired 
him  to  wash  them  immediately.  The  dotifud 
husband,  took  them  away  very  quietly,  and  soon 
returned  them  both  washed  and  scraped.  He  was 
directed  to  put  them  down,  and  prepare  some 
*^  lithing**  for  the  chicken-broth. 

After  this  was  accomplished,  he  enjoyed  a  short 
respite,  and  was  allowed  to  sit  down  upon  a  chair 
uiitil  the  moment  for  placing  supper  on  the  table 
had  iTrrived.  He  was  then  '^  put  throuj^h  his 
facings"  once  more,  in  a  style  whidh  .begg^urs  all 
description^ 

«Oh,"  thinks  I  to  myself,  "Wedlock!  Jf 
"  Itliese  are  thy  duties,  how  ihall  *!  ever ,  peribfm 
"  them?  If  these  are  thy  pleasures;  what  ihiM 
^  be  thy  pEtins  ?"  I  was  then  only  in  *  toy  rioViti- 
ate ;  and  I  assure  you,  that  I  should  hssr^  returned 
home  under  some  apprehensions  for  my  oWn  fate, 
if  I  had  not  luckily  observed,  that  Mrs.  T.  cast 
a  look  of  disapprobation  on  our  hostess  when- 
ever' ^he  issued  her  imperious  commands  to  her 
obsequious  spouse.  This,  thought  ly  argues  well 
for  me ;  and  for  the  first  time  in  my  life, — ^though 
not  the  Iast,^^id  I  bless  my  stars  that  my  wife 
wari  hot  an  American,  but  one  much  more  likely 
to  fulfil  the  epithalamial  promise  of  the  poet, 

-^  fllat  hand  skall  strew  thy  Summer-path  with  flowent, 
^nd  ^ho9e  blue  ey es,  with  mildeflt  Inttre  finwgbt^ . 
Gilfl  the  calm  current  of  domestic  hours ! 
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MlUNBRS  AND  CVflTOMB  IN  IfPFBR  CANAI>Ar-*^QIMOIN  OV  ITS 
POPVIATION-^ THEIR  0SPBAVITY;  SONj^EANCX;  A^p.'^QVIBI- 
T1VENB88— PXARTH  OF  NATIVE  -  WfT^WV  HORm:-RACEp— CVldoUft 
MODE  OF  BBTTXN6  ON  THE  COURSE  —  DETEBTABLB  PRACTICE 
OF'liOSINO. 

,  •  ,     •  •  /  •      ^ 

Thp  great  fiaso  of  the  jnhabitoota  of  Upper 
Canada  is  con^ppsed  of  emigrants  from  tbe  United 
Sti^tesy  aod,  the  descendants  of  thosjs  persons  who 
.  tQqk  refuge  in  the  Province  immediately  after  the 
revoli^tronajry  war./  These  universally  maintain 
the  same  absurd  notions  of  equality  and  independ- 
enfse  which  characterise  their  Republican  neigh- 
bours ;  but  they  do  not  manifest  any  particular 
attachment  to  their  native;  country.  Enterprizdng 
{^if4iA™^^]^<'^  to  a  degi'ee  withoat  |>recpdeii^^  ^hey 
axp  airways,  pn  Xhe  ali^  ii9  e^rbl^  thcmflc^lT^  j  but 
fr^l^quej^tlyy  for  want  of  knowledge  )tq  n^pderf^te 
and  direct  tlv^  z^  they  grasp  at  ft  sha^pw^  and 
lose  the  substance*  Although  they  are  the  sove- 
reign possessors  of  a  soil^  which,  under  proper 
management,  might  place  them  in  the  most  envi- 
able situation,  they  seldom,  as  we  say,  have  any 
personal    acquaintance    with    independence,   and 
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only  know  her  by  report.  Led  on  by  some  alluring 
meteor^  that  shines  in  the  darkness  of  uncertainty, 
to  chase  an  illusive  phantom  which  retreats  as  they 
follow^  and  constantly  eludes  their  most  ardent  par- 
suit^— they  neglect  the  improvement  of  those  substan- 
tial realities,  those  fixed  stars,  which,  if  they 
received  due  attention,  would  enable  them  to  realize 
every  wish  of  a  reasonabde  heart.  A  propensity  to 
speculate,  in  which  those  who  value  their  inte- 
grity, can  seldom  indulge,  by  degrees  completely 
destroys  the  love  of  truth  in  their  minds.  No  reli- 
ance, therefore,  can  be  placed  on  their  words,  nor 
any  faith  in  their  contracts ;  for  they  will  promise 
without  any  intention  to  perform,  antl  make  cor- 
traots  which  they  never  mean  to  fulfil.  Their  de- 
pravity and  ignorance  are  equal,  and  both  are  often 
exceeded  by  their  boundless  vanity  and  unconquer- 
able obstinacy.  Like  their  Republican  neighbours, 
they  fancy  th^Bselves  to  be  the  most  enlightened 
people  on  the  faee  of  the  earth ;  and  it  would  be  as 
vain  to  ofier  them  infi^rmation  on  any  subjeet,  as  to 
attempt  the  domestication  of  a  Zebra. 

InqviflitiTenes  is  their  most  inveterate  besetment. 
This  alone  must  always  render  them  a  perpettnil 
plague  to  strangers.  I  never  met  with  any 
thing  in  the  country  which  is  so  great  an  annoy- 
ance. Ko  man  can  be  desirous  of  telling  every 
impertinent  blockhead  who  he  is,  whence  he  came, 
end  whither  he  is  going;  how  he  likes  theootmtry 
through  which  he  is  passing,  or  how  cordifdiy  he 
despises  its  inhabitants ;  whether  his  fiither  was  a 
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fittocking- weaver  or  a  member  of  Parliament ;  or 
whether  his  better  half  more  resembles  the  Roman 
Luoretia  or  the  wife  of  Potiphar.  Yet  he  must 
answer  all  these  questions ;  and,  if  he  enquire,  like 
the  man  in  the  play,  ^^Must  I  endure  all  this?'' 
he  will  soon  be  answered  by  ten  times  as  many 
more,  and  discover  to  his  no  small  consolation  that 
the  insolent  curiosity  of  his  inquisitors  is  not  yet 

^satisfied.  Dr.  Franklin,  although  a  native  of  Ame- 
rica, so  heartily  abhorred  this  detestable  practice, 

'  that,  on  arriving  at  a  hotel  in  any  part  of  the 
country,  he  always  made  a  point  of  standing  in  the 
hall  for  a  few  minutes;  and  when  the  people  of  the 
house  were  collected  round  him,  he  declared  in  an 
audible  voioe  all  the  most  important  particulars 
respecting  himself,  and  concluded  the  whole  with  a 
smart  request  to  the  landlord  to  allow  him  and  his 
horse  some  needful  refreshment. 

The  Americans  of  Dr.  Franklin's  time  must 
have  beenlessinquisitive  than  those  of  modern  days, 
or  be  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  pass  without 

.  giving  a  more  circumstantial  account  of  himself. 
To  do  them  justice  however,  they  are  as  commu^ 
nicative  as  they  are  inquisitive  ;  and  will  always 
in  some  degree  atone  for  the  trouble  which  they 
give,  by  freely  imparting,  without  even  being 
asked,  whatever  information  they  possess:  And 
this,  though  seldom  very  interesting,  is  frequently 
serviceable  to  strangers.  They  will  give  you  a 
rapid  sketch  of  the  history  of  their  lives,  recounting, 
with  a  minuteness  tiiiat  is  truly  astonishing,  the 
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^€0?  /a^oufiil)^  .OR  unfi^xour«^e. .  ftut.  H^  js  very 
diflA^QJt  to,  ujadcMtai^  tJbem;^  for  thcQ^  iMin]^?'^ 
manjr  ifords  that  u^  ui^i  in  ooaiqioii.i)onyaffl«tioB 
aQ^  ii^mgle  in  every  apatonoe  half  a  doa^^  ib» 
vilest  imprecatioivi*     A  weMtby  loeii  thej  tem 

a  dner  floiti;  hvd  labour  if  •  ♦  *  i^ rf  4o9tgk 

work;  a  pratty  ^irl^  a.^Pnt  f^^i  ^  99oA  hvfmM 
eithi^a  mo&l  rojfol  m  ammi^  rigktMmJMkHtigrrr 
t^o  terms  vAdeh  I  prewme  are  not  oi  9#p«l4iaw 
origin ;  a  man  of  an  irritable  or  piiriotn^6;^jtft>» 
sition^  is  invarjably,— and^  I  tlubkr  ift^i  kmffptOf. 
priately^^teraifd  ^  vgfp  m^i  andafwovpan  wk^* 
is  attexil^ve  to  Ipeie  4PP><*tio  joomeens^es  vlmgw 
a Jifftf, fi^ntaa*  •.,...«.-      »    .  t  ^i  ?:•   • 

It  b.  absolutely  mMsesmry  to  spfiid.fi  jam  mimft 
in  tbe^cQiiiUrsr  befpFeyoal(n^l  obt^^ 
tion.  by  oonsferaiaf  with  the  .peopla;,  fer  tb«  fkMM 
seology  wbich  they  employ,). to  say  Qotbijsg  o£  |ha 
varioys  othinr.modes  in.  which  thay  4iitQilfthajKing^a' 
Eaglisbj  is  so  di£Esrest  from  thai  ci  t|te  MOtj^r 
ooaniry^  aa  completely  to  ^hango  tha  idiop:  «i^.itp 
laqgnage^  and  give,  it  the  appewrmaa»  to  sil  wIp 
have  seen  it  <mly  in  its  pore  end  ttnir^vvUcd  sffifj 
otanoU  firimdptfl^anm  fim*   JSvaa  wl^iitt<« 
have  bMome  familiar  with  the  mfmk,  and.aviwy. 
difficulty  in  understanding  them  is  compaf^ygO» 
will  not   find  your   patience  and    persavfaBce 
greatly. rew^ded*    Having^ever  travailed^  eiUier 
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ymxmAXfj  mhy  mMo»  of  the  jpttbliirti^d  worXs  of 
•tiioie'\v4io  hAVB  wftndered^dm  hoBie,  tiiey  know 
liothm^of  Biiy'iMirt  of  the  world,  except  f  hat 'm 
i^Weh  they  Hve;  and',  behrg  igtioranl  of  etre>y 
tta«|f'#hidfa  does  not  beldti^  to'  ^icultural  oi 
BMrhatriisarpursaits,' their' con v^Vsatb^  even  when 
it't^ifr-U^  mderstood,  seldom  posseisiies  aiiy  gi'eat 
Jiytei^gL  With  sentiment,  sensibility,  or  wit,  they 
are-tfbo  not  ^eatly  overburdened.'^  T  never  hdrfrd 
ItoHihtf^  iAstdac#  of  native  ^Mt ;  sttid  althotigU  We 
are^'kict^btedto  the  pig'^sHiye  Ibf  tfara^^  it  iff  by  ho 
liMKtHrd^srpicabld.  \  '' 

'^Ifci6e'lw)gs,".^hirfh  *beldng*d  to  Jiudge    >  ^'  »*   , 
oft»44^iiU^,*wew^  destrftyed  by  the' Ikidians,  daring 
tM%tv^ii(rar'between  the  Unhfed  Stated  arid  Great 
BifilMtrr  ''In  making  application  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  redress,  he  had  the  conseiehee  to  value 
(Aie^HMm  at  a  hundred*  potmds.-    A  taVein- 
h#i^^y  who  WOB  a  near  neighboar  di  the  learn'-' 
ecl'^tii^e,*  having   heard    of    the  ^transacti^ri,  ^ 
iifeiribedan  old  ftrmer  of  the  whole  afi&iF,-'ahd^ 
^I^OwioJ  bin  -surprise  '  at  the  enormity  of  the"" 
chirge.     ^  Poh !"  said  the  farikier,  dri!^,  ^  I  donH ' 
^^4M<m  fhat  the  charge  was  so  Very  extravagant ; 
^'^4bf^  if  it  was  as  great   a   hog  :as  the  Jiidge^ 
'^  Mniai&K',  it  was  tarnation  cheap  \^ 

^Ae "Casnadians  al^  very  much  addicted  to 
chifrking^;  and,  on  account  .  of  the  cheapness  *6f 
licjuor,  are  very  frequently  trader  its  inflaence. 
Card^^'^iaying,  horses-racing,  wrestli&g^,  and  danc- 
ing, ane  their  finrovrite  amusenbenta; .  and  as.thft 
Vol..  II.  .  E 
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jth^ie'of  fi  dblliii*  in  a  rarer  «6und  in  the  oar 
6f  a'  Canadian;  tiian  the  voice  of  fiberty  m  mihat 
tifwL  Algerine,  their  bets  are  uduallj  made  iii^stook> 
knd  ire  i^ometfmes  exceedingly  ex:travagant.  The 
fate  6f  a  c^w,  a  yoke  of  oxeti^  or  a  pair  of  hmM^ 
Is  often  determiaed  by  the  colour  of  a^iird;  and 
an  hoar^9  gambling  faasi  deprived  many  a  CattiiAibn 
fiEtrmer  of  the  hard-earned  fraits  of  twenty  yMPi 
irtdustry, 

I  once  went  to  a  hor«e-raoe,  that  I  migbtiH*? 

hess  ihe  speed  of  their  sbrry  ohevatjuty  Bsi  they  csiir 

tared  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  course.    ¥^ixt  hwPM^ 

started  ftot  a  bet  bS  1^,000  feei  of  howO^  ^  Wxe 

riders  were  clumsy-looking  fellows;  boDttMsXMKi 

boatl^ss.    Before  they  started^  every  onA' lie^ed 

'^fttsidus   to  bet  upob  some  oiie  of^  otiiev  -idf^e 

H6iire8w    Wagers  were  offered  m  every  ^^kl  ^.tte 

iefd,  and  I  was  soon  assafled  by  a  host  .of^.lfiAoWs, 

te^ut^ting  me  to  take  their  oflfers;.    The  fihstiiHio 

^ttirabbed  my  notice^  said,  he  would  bet  'n^^JkiM 

'  6f  kUt  pork  that  Spllt-the-wind  wotdld  wto'<he 

'  ihe  day.    Whetx  I  r^ted  to  accept  i>f  thby  «ik>- 

ther  c^red  to  bet  me  8,000  e^ddr  sMngleiiM 

Wasfamgton  would  distaiice^^ei^ryd^-'^^^^sM 

'o^'tlkem«^    A  third  person  tempted  tn6  witka 

''wager  of  60  ft*,  of  pork  mumges^  against  d'^dii^m 

'  of  Orn^  wetgM,  that  PHum  Edward  #^d -be 

^distanced.    A  fourth,  .who  appeal*0d'  to-be^a^siMi^ 

maker,  oilered  to  stake  a  rcM  w^Mt^  agaittMfolf 

its  weight  in  ibimerf.  leather,  that  Cc^unfbiA^^itwM 

'4>e  eithto  fiiirt  tir  second.    Fi v^  or  nit  dthAAi  who 
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ttem^  to  be  parinersi  i»  a  pair  qfMfu^i^mUh^s  ijfl^ 

km^^  expressed  their  wiUingpeiB^  to  wagpr  tjbeoi' 

agoiturt a bmrel of  Weitlndiim mp/as$i9Sr or 4; Wienty 

ddllar^  in  cash.    In  the  whole,  oouisse  of  my.  life^  I 

Mv:er  M^itoessed  so  ludicroos.  a  soepe.    J  8ttGac^e.ded 

for  a  while  in  preaerving  my.  gravity ;  but  the  wind 

df  the  billows  blew  every  trace  of  serioiuiness  aw^j^* 

and  I  laughed  so  heartily^  that  I  believe  the  owaera 

of  this  unwieldy  article  imagined  I  had  detected 

acme  ^f  them   in  making/an  American  Bqll^    I' 

dare  venture  to  say,  that  lO^OOQ  ddlars  at  ieaj^rt 

weve  lost  and  won,  in  property,  at  this  raoe,  with^ 

otit  a  mngl(^  sou  iu  specie  being  in  the  possesmn  of 

'aay^iOiiepr^sent*  .    ,    :      ' 

. WSiea  the  raQe.  waaover^  wrestling  .eommeooed  t 

ymhWh  wae  soon  saoceed^  by  bonng:in  them^rn 

((IjAe  oC  r<n0giand  tmmbU'^    This  detestable  £ii;aiptiee 

-leMt^alry^  g^soeral  in  Canada;  and  not)iiq|£.  cf^  be 

•  ii^m  abhorrent  to  good  sense  and  feelings ; ,  I^ti}<^ 

.efv8^tmg^  lik^e  mg^  whose  passions  havi^  f^4^  ^ 

.itaoMtntary  .ascendancy  o?irer  their:  reasqn^r^i^bich 

(Wpold,  to  all  intents  b^  bad  enoiigh>^?^thqy<^ttaclK 

:.4Cich  'Other  with  the  ferQcionifliiesfi  'of  b^Jl^dogs^ 

(IRcl  iieem  ia  CMrnest  only  to  disfigure,  eacb^ther's 

:  ftMs,  .md  to  glut  their  ey^s  wiljh  the  ,s^i>,.of 

bli^d.    Thc<$Qntest  always  open^  wa^.^  vtH5li.^ 

,  .IwirMtUag^^fw  they  apver^djreawjt^f  apRlyjjygtJ^^ 

rbMifiklAs,;   and  )b^  wh«  has  the  ^fortim^,  tp-  be 

Uittfcl»W»»4«9JWWl}y  t^^ar^  a  d^fpat,,   'JRbe  piji^cipal 

I  ipA^^Axif  .thf.Ooo»b^tant^  App^f^.^o  be.1i)^.f^c^^^ 

fWpw^i^^pftWfli  op,  ia  othwf»yar4s,^©ir,,^iQje,ain|i 

e2 
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isbeiltdn  iecring^ioiit  resell  other*^  ey^^  in  doiAg 
which  thejiinake  the  fore  fio^r  of  ihe  -rigbi  haod 
fint  *in  their ^tntftgonisi'a  hair^  and  with  the  tibufmby 
—■at  they  terra  Hj-^^gougeotti  the  day  ^lights.  If  they 
iail  in  this  attempt,  they  dejpend  entirely  on  their 
teeth  for  conquest ;  and  a  fraction  of  the  nose^^half 
an  ear/ or  a  piece  of  a  Up,  is  generally  the  troplijr 
of  the  victor.  The  battle  never  breaks  up  befeie 
one  of  the 'combatants  exclaims  ^^  EndtighV^  nvUA 
&  sddom  the  case  nnitl  he  finds  himself  disabled  b^ 
1di«  loss  of  blood/ or  a  severe  inva|4on  of  (hisii^ptk^ 
hisolfttctorytbir  auditory  nerves^  .  .n*'  ni 

\  In  these  bimtal  'contrats  no  person  ever  atlebfpti 
to  interfere,  not  even  if  it  is  necessoiry.  rto^^dosffi 
§»  the  preservation  of  human  (Ufei:  c>Bq4frtho 
iflklnietitihat ifae  pry  ^« XNOuGiHl^-iit henffd,  hosAi^m 
^bfoe^^and  ikbe  parties,  if  sible^  rise  np'a»id:^itJnM 
tdieiraiiangled  forms.  By  theie  savage  *  engtt^eittite 
Uflay  {xersons  are  disfigured  in  the  jowst  'bMbtaOwi 
and'  >  shocking  manneif.  ^ Are  you  not  amaSsedi  Uiat 
a  people  who  claim  the  character  of  being  ^lH!»jp^ 
ban  take  any  pleasure  in  beholding  sudh  appalling 
sights,— to  say  nothing  of  being  personally  concerned 
in  them  ?  And  yet,  I  am  credibly  informed- that- a 
custom,  nearly  similar  to  this,  still  exists  in  LanctiC- 
shire  and  part  of  Yorkshire,  in  England. 


-And  What  man  seeing  thm. 


And  having  human  feelings,'  does  not  blttsh> 
And  hang  his  head  to  think  himself  a  man? 

It  does  not  much  astonish  me,  that  in  a  country 
like  Canada,  the  inhabitants  of  which  live  in  a  half* 
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MVBgeandahalf-cirilizedrtate^  nrendbonld  befiooi^ 

to  revel  in  the  oommon  u»e  of  the  most  vioioua 

enormitiea:    But  I  am  greatly  antpriaed  to  htar, 

that  a  practice  go  vile  and  revolting  to  httmaaity, — 

so  derogatory  from  the  dignity  of.  man^^-HK)  far 

beneath  what  should  be  the  ideas  of  creatures  en*. 

d6wed  with  understanding,  however  obscured  by 

the  olotids  of  ignorance, — ^is  allowed  to  exist  in 

England,    that    luminary    of   the   moral   world  J 

In  'Vinrious   American   companies,  when  I    Imvjo 

pr^umed  to  reprobate   tfaia   cruel  usage,  to  my 

no  small  confusion  have  I  alwiays  been  met  wilk 

a qpled-' of   justification;-  add   ^'En^and    set   us 

theMteami^^i"   has  invariably  been*  the  sweeping 

Htbl»iio  let^l  all  my  arguments. «   To  siitoh  im 

mtt^titr  i*  this  method  of  6oa^;ig  lurried  in  tbe 

Sctail^rh  Stetee  of  America,  that  when  the  peofd^ 

«f ^Nisi^  Biigland  or  those  pf  Canada  6bferye?a'iMtai 

whO'  fans  only  one  ey e^  and  the  place  whare  thp  elihai; 

i#iibjt,  tlMy  commonly  snty  that  hehas  .rboeived.  a 


.j'\'-' 
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LETTER  XXVIL 

MANNBltid    ANA    CVSTOUg    CT   THK  0PPBE    PftOTmeX^^WAlIT   #r 
'    HOdl^irALltY  A1I0N&   THB   CANADIANg  •«•  TUBIB  V129TBB  Vtfm 
.    -i-vii^llifA  MJAMCm,  ASa  VASIOU9  MOOES  QP  OAIHINO  NOWfTT** 
BiMIX8JIH*I>fl.  HOfriSON'g  TfiaTlMONY  ON  THESE  TOPICS* 

Dr.  HCrVV^SON'says^  that  the  Canadians  4r6  iti^re 
than  coihmonly  hospitable  to  strangers.  As' I  tgt^ 
iK^ith  this  gentleman  on  most  other  subjects  r^Itttibg" 
to/iuBXifiAij  which  he  hak  touched  with  his  Vei^ 
abte  pep,  I  am  really  sorry  that  what  I  concciw 
to  he  the  truth  compels  me  to  disagree  with  fahat 
in  this  particular, — especiitUy,  becatise  it  may  stem 
invidious  in  me,  to  persons  who  are  not  acqfuaiftted 
with  tlie  country,  and  are  always  fdr  placing'  ths 
be^t  possible  construction  on  the  motives  and  actions 
of  t^eir  fellow-creatures.  You  will  excuse  me, 
however,  when  you  recollect  t^at  I  promised  to 
give  you  my  own  opinions  concerning  e"very  thing 
which  I  observed,  and  not  the  opinions  of  other 
men.  Xi  is  possible,  that  Dr.  Howison,  and  your 
correspondent,  may  differ  respecting  the  import  of 
the  term  hospitality  ;  and  it  is  Ibore  than  proba- 
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ble,  mnce  I  prefer  the  Irish  acceptation  of  tl|6  ^ord^ 
that  I  have  mistaken  its  true  and  legitimate  mean^ 
ing.  We  Hibernians  may^  for  aught  I  know,  be 
liable,  for  the  misapplication  of  terms,  to  the  same 
objection  as  the  French,  who,  according  to  tho 
English  sailor,  call  a  horse  a  ^vel;  but  terms, 
in  the  question  before  us,,  are  of  so  little  conse* 
quence,  that  I  am  inclined  to  think  ^^  roast  meat* 
by  any  other  namp  would  taste  asi  sweet,"  Be  this; 
as  it  may,  I  am  very  sure,  thai  if  '^  the  essence  pf 
hospitality  be  prodigality,  and  the  nawe  of  9tfimgsr 
the  only  requisite  passport  to  its  fevdut,"  this  rare 
virtue  hita  no  existence  in  Upper  Cjpinada* 

•X  paU  hospitality  a  v|rtue>  and  I  hope,  you  wjH» 
npit  cPl^sjder  the  word  a  misnoraen  ,  It  is,  in  my 
y^\mh  a  virtue  of  a  very  high  order,  enjoined 
^yJtbQ  ^viour  of  man^and  strongly  .recommended 
hy .  all  his  immediate  followers. .  Although  I  mi^t 
Hod  some  dijQBlculty  in  telling  you  ex^tly.  ttf^ai 
i/litp  I,  cectainly  can  find  npne  in  telling  ypu 
9ihut;U  18  not— To  ask  a  strwger,  who  enters  at 
jfmr.Aoqt^  to  partake  of  th^  good  things  o^  yoiir 
tat4?,  to  shplter  himself  in  your  cabux,  and  tq 
repose  upon  your  bed, — and, .  when  he  ri^es  in  ihe: 
morning  and  bidjs.yoa  God  speed!,  to  receive  from 
his:  hands  a  fuU  pecuniary  remuneration  for  all  your 
kipdneis  j— this  is  not  hospitality.  Nor  cap  X  ^j ve 
the  appellation  to  those  reciprocal  interohfinges  of 
entertainment  which  are  common  in  all  decently 
^i?gtoi2ed8oci,eties>  and  the  exercise  of  which  among" 
the  lowest  orders  proves  man  to  be  a  tocial  animiaj/ 
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tijt^  only  ^aiuitiry  on  .e^r4jb«.<w)^ofie!iQ^bit9kito'0»a* 

justly,  boit^tp^  inbenting  .ihi9  yictu^^fcomAhe  6fu*' 

Ife^  9g!9S|,ai))(l»of M^ing  delivweid  |i unimpairedtb^ 

th^ir^80|as  a^d  da^hteri^  up^to  the  premul  hoir^ 

f  batrcbferful  aad  polite  atteDtioii'Wfaicb'Uia  Imh^ 

CNQQupaiit  of  a  mi^\i;ralle4  cabin  uniftMrnily.fheYni^ 

to  thi^  »ti:ap^^r..whQ  honpur»  his  tbre^bqld  wMr^ai 

^sit^ — tb&t  £cu:id  3olicitude  \^ioh  tbe « huiaMelt  nof « 

Hibernia's  sott9  displays  ;for.thiei  comfoft  M^-hU 

guifgi^yr-ibofie  jljpQka  of  liberality  wbieb^  sh«i¥^  tthit, 

wb;le:  the  ban^*  i^  extefidied  to  adminiitt^r  ia  ^loiitr 

GHQ^yehience^tbe  beart  is  initi-HHjiiQh  mark^fl  tiraitokrf 

g^p[iui;i^  iiospitality  are  np  wbiere  .to  ba  wilQMsiMtt/ 

tt^e.  mpre  oo^tfortable  babitatjbiis  of  Upper  Cfmoia.* 

True  it  is,  tbat  if  you  enter  the  house^of  :a  Gatei^f 
'•'•*'■*•       .      " 
dian  while  he  is  at  any  of  his  meals^  be  will  inTil^ 

ybn^t^  eatf  but  it  will  be  in  such  a  cold  and  thwart- 

lesft  )»j|tni^er^  tjb^     if  you  were  not  SMely*  premiAf 

bj^^cin|^r,.(ypu  could  apt  tbiipJ^  of  aecefiting  bt^ 

ii^TTitj^ipn^',,^  Bi.t.by,"  or  «  'Tak^ 4|.seat/?  irib.^ 

tawpfordieff  eolicUfc(0u  you  wiVi  bear ;  aadiUov-i 

iBUstj(^pnfies8,I  baye  aivFays  thus  iuterpretedo .  fill  is 

*nhe  cjfstpm  of  .pur  cowntry.  to  ask  yoii.)to^iif' 

^^  .you^  appear  at  the  door  when   praiviaioias  ^acQ 

<*^^pp^  th^  table :  W©  therefore  iBvite'^y<Hiit:to;:takia 

^^  a  se^;;  but^  if  it  would  not  p^t  yeyi  t^m^inoMi** 

'^ yenience,  the  «(»aying  of  your  apjje^itejfor Hi* 

^^preaentwoMld  oblige  us  n^nefa?  woreJ"  . .  loctoM 

veiling  through  yarfous* pacta ^'of  Amenoajdi 
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wiiys  asked,'  »ft  my  ^epartufd,  Iftfe  cfnstoiiialpy'qu68-  i 
tioBj  ^  Whbtbttve  Itopay?;"  andwithottly  bne^ 
esception  •  which  I  how  recbllecrt;  tiie'  ixiifVerdal: 
repiy  ww,  ^*  Whatever  yoii  pl^a^e  to  givel*'  tn- 
suek'  G«Bes>  it  was*  ihy  tinilbrm  custom  id  hand/ 
owrl^e  '4idia*  I  shoald  havef  pdi&tit'kity  tespfecta^blO' 
tavern  il  similarly  entertained^  andj  witli  the  excep 
turn )I  hare  inentionedy  it.  waiir  invariaWjr  rebei^eU' 
witSiottt  eren  a  simple  "1  thank  yoaf*  .  *  ' 

'intthie^  femavk^/ybu  must  bear  iii  mind,  tfaal^  I 
fldvm^sospeak  6f  the  ^eai  inasis  of  the'  Cei^lShitis^: 
mdetsrif'  '{Murtioitlariserthe'  FVast  €xAm,^'^dajM>j 
^iblrin'Uppe^  Ganada-be^rs  tt^^ly  the  s^m!e  pro-^'t 
ptfttsoift  to  the'  aggregate  poptilatitdn  of  the  cfdiihity^ 
asitfa^4mnatesof  a^  single  dwelling  do  to  the'hiHa-«: 
bitatntsofiihirgecity.  ......>..  ^    i,//x     ^ 

1^  Th^^mkaners  of  a  pecfple,**  iay*-  ClK'J'bKn-^ 
stt»j:>*  arenoitd  bb  fettnd'in-the'Btehdoii  d¥^M^^^ 
iag^  br  the  palaces  of  greattiesfiss/t^erV  the  im^ibkal^ 
cUtatfter  is  xibseured  or  ^bliti&rated  by  tteVtd'^6r^ 
iiistraetion,  by  vanity  X)i-phflodophy;  'i^diri^pufe^ 
Uo  Ikppindto  to  be*  estimated  by  'the  "iossembli^i  bf 
the .  gayv  ^ '  the  *  banquets  of  the  ¥ich.   *  Thfe  g^eat 
BMMs  erf  nations  is  neithe^  rich' rior  ^y  ?  '  "fUey 
vAtoiieMig^ega?be  iMsnstitates  xn^  p£bt>Cti,  are  found 
iB34lMi;stMetsi  and  vlUages,  in  the  shops 'and'  ^i^rms;' 
a»dl  fvf^n  thet|i>'V?<illedtively  liotKside^ed,  must  the^ 
mMiuM  of  gs^iM^ltl  pMMTpeHty^  |[€Lnd;  I  wilf  add,  of 
»i».aiMi'«ioraIs^]  be/takeh;'^  Kegarding  thiis^ati^ 
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High  aitifabrity  fiMrnidi  i  fprotscm^  I  lis¥«  reiblTfldi' 
to  confine  idy  :ob»rratiDii9  on  Canadian  aociMj 
and' manncon^  principally  to  that  <Jam  of  peopW' 
whom  tlie  Ddctor  jintily  oonaideni  likely  to  afford 
the  best  jnaieriahu  I  am  not  about  to  write  wot 
enlogy  on  a  few  distinguished  oharacters,  froia 
whom  I  faaire  received  many  marks  of  kindMHr 
and  attention,  of  which  1  think  I  am  duly  seasi- 
ble#  'My  sole  intention  is  to  make  yoa  aequaintMl 
i^ith  the  eomitry^  and  with  the  grwt  mam  df  its 
inhabitants^ 

r  I  have  already  obsert^d,  that  the  Ganadilutt  $» 
Qot  fond  of  small  aocikl  parties.  It  is  hommMy 
castomary  in  the  wiiiter««8easony  for  half*»i^mm 
families  to  collect  together^  rig  dat  their  >8leigksf^ 
^nd  drive  ten  or  twelve  milee  to  the:haitse.o£jtoe[ 
aoquaintanoe^ — ^where  they  take  lea,  chatter.  a^ttljUef 
scandal,  and  return  home  the  same  evening*  -liiM 
sort  of  naexpeeted  and  ansoli^ted  visits  would  Adt 
be  very  agreeable  in  countries,  that  ate  more  sociak 
and  more  hospitable*  The  fimdilen arrival  of  twentgper 
tiiirty  guests,  even  at  some  of  your  most  reapaetid>le 
and  best^prepared  -  conniaryHieats,  wouM, ,  I  imaginey* 
be  productive  of  no  small  oonfuidon  to  tihie  heflt. 
and  hostess ;  but  in  America  no  such  iaeonvenienoe* 
is  felt  from  arrivals  of  this  nature^  In  thia  laadf 
<>f  plenty,  every  man  who  is  modetaiely  iadttstifi^ 
ous,,  is^ataU  times  airnied  cap^thpie  for  Um  proper 
subjection  of  these  invades's;  far .  he  is  fdrovided 
with  Auch  a  profusion^  of  /es  bieM  ^de  /n  tenpey  thati 
VI  hour's  notice  is  quite  sufficirait  to  enable  a  fiur-< 
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mer  te  sprdsi,  before  any  MHaoBoble  ^lAiiiibar^ofi^ 
vis(Mor»,  a.  table  at  wbidta  Prioee  might  feast  and > 
he  fmHtstk^d.  Therflour^barre)  b  ml^iometmyiy^ 
tlie  pork^tub  is  always  at  baod;  the  fowl^hojuie  ia 
gvaerally  well  sup|>lled ;  pies^  tarts^  and  prMer^ea 
ai«  eveiry*day  fare;  and  a  tlMiisaiidothef  little d 
ctt$rasB3Pe  always  ih  readinefia  to  grace  the  bawiiN^ 
No  people  on  earth  lii^e  better  than  thi  Ga^ 
nadianf^  bo  &v  as  eating  and  driaking  justify  the: 
ine  of  that  ex{nr^uiion ;  for  they  i^Eiy  tnily  be  aaid 
"to  fifiure  suBiptuoualy  every  day,''  Their  breaks 
£»(■  not  unfrequently  oopsist  of  twelvi^  or  foarteen: 
difibnmt'  ingredients,  whibh  cure  of  the  wdst  rhete^c 
iDfeiieous  nature.  Green  tea  and  fried  pcirk^ 
beiQsyweoinb  and  salted  salmon^  poandHmkei  and 
piokled  cuoambers,  stewed  chiekefis  and  apple  tartsi^^ 
maple^^molaaies  and  pease^pndding,  giagerwbnand> 
aad'^soui!  oroat)  are  to  befomd  at  almost- orsryr 
\bbU4  The  ditmer  diifers  not  at  all  from  the  breidk^ 
|bst )  and  the  afternoon  repast^  which  they  tarnf 
^foppe?,'' is  eqaaUy  aubetantmU       -  • '^  •  i 

:  I^erliapsthereisiio^pMsioB^theexiiteaoe'ofwhiefar 
toaay  ootuddevaUeeoitentaskiongabody  of  people-soi 
£^ongly  marku  the  want  ofi  education,  or  of  enlight^' 
wed  Tie ws  with  respect  to  safajeets  which  conc6ns 
the^good  of  societyv  as  aTarice*  It  is<an  obnrvatiois 
whieh  has  been  confirmed  to  nee  by  almosfi  dailyt 
69po9i9iio0,  that^  amovg  meehonies  fov  insfan^e^ 
tlwisi^  whose  education  has- been  mther  liberal,  aria 
tts^er  i»  99ger  to  wakie  large  earaiags  as  othara 
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t(4wfee-iriftyrttifl?tit>k*1s'iliilited  either  f<M^  webtrf 
eariy  iB(st¥uc5t&n  otl  b;^  l!'ettsfori  of  their  iticapacity 
fortli#ia<:?qtii*ilion  ahid  ret^itidn  of  ttsefik!  khdw^ 
ledge.*  iPhfeBehtiment  i»  still  more  strikingly 
illustrMeii  ?n  th6  character  of  the  Canadians.  Ax 
I  hffv'e  lefore  remarked,  they  are  utterly  devoid  of' 
airfdli^fbr  reading ;  and,  supposing  that,  hy  way  of 
miracle,  a  desire  fbr  knowledge  were  created  in  the 
mitldE^  of  some  of  them,  yet  there  Would  heed 
another  itih^cle  to  ^t  aside  their  inability  io  read; 
Tfi^  txiitldsare  unacquainted  with  their  own  Value, 
'airdlcdhsfet[uently  i^gardless  of  their  dwft  }m|ir6^- 
m€fitt'i-'  ll^assion  therefSfe  ilnmediateljr  gainS'  %U 
asoehdiincy ;  theuriderstandirig,  beSng  wedkV'tS  ^*M 
eaptive  by  ther  Detil  at  Ms  will,''  and  it&  few^«4»f. 
tidniji'  are  nrade  to  siatisfy  the^  defmatids  bf^tteir 
depraved  appetites.  On  the  stock  of  all  this  i^o* 
ranceitbe'wfldest  notions  of  individual  indep^ndehee 
are  ^ngfdfte&'t  A  portion  of  land  itf  givbh  tlietA  tb 
callthrii-itwiiv  thfe  produce  of  wWbh  is^*ift«i«ntte 
maiiitdin  them;  and  betous^  thl^y  hetve  no  iie^^'4;b 
trotible  -their -heighbdiirft^  for  any  thing;  they  clarflScIt 
se^  ^hy  their  n»ighb*urs  should  trouble  '^ii. 
Very  »dbn  they  dppear' like  the  snail  in'ttis  lAfAi'; 
and  afterwards,  by  a  proe?ess*  Which  it  fe  nd^W^ 
cei^tf ' tto  specify,  they  b6c6Me  a»  <co V€(touii^  ikttd 
ava*%ibilr*as  the  A^wiesfr  Aiiser/         -    -'  ^^  -  ^^ 

Tfiis^is  so  prcymifiient  a  ftetttr«'(n'Hh!e>toatiobid 
character  of  the  Oanadittns,  that  I  ^am  aAir*'  tid 
intelligent  -man  can  travel  through  'Jthe  ^joutft^y 
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\xxi  aot  observe,  it    6/»in.  u,  in  ^fst„  t^^.  g/o^  ,ai 

and  parity  audxeligionv^h^A  put  m  .cQmp«Jl|]itioii 
with  this  sovereign  good^  mre.irctgard^  as;<s(|il>- 
J9ctsof  &  secondary  and»sul)^ervien»t.,naiwe^t  4n 
thair  dealipgs  with  each,  other^  they  evii^^e  eav:(air 
hlo^hing  prqpendity  to  che^t  iMid deceive ;  axx^^y^^^wt 
is  nv^her  extraordinary^  tbie  greater  rascal  ^wqng 
them/or,  to  use  a  milder,  thovgh  not  aptQorp  appro^ 
priote ,pUrase>  ^^  the  greatest  lulept .  in  .the  ^ti^.  of 
deoeption.  and  :  ppcket^^pioking/'  is  invai^iably 
regjarded  as  a.  man  of  ihe  slrongpst  under9|;apd]ng^ 
imd  of  ,th^  ^ost  e^ten^i  ve  IgibwLedg^  ^ixci^  ch^ac* 
ti^ierercaUied  cUver  mmi—mxrpyilhe%.yf^\iiqhia 
AmeriGQfi  implies  wtal^,  vilk^mtf.^d  ^issjhr^Mlfiiiafk. 
.  ..Ttie  C^adiwi^.  a)?e  not.easily  prQArake4^  nor  do 
tb^ir  nesentments  ever  carry  them  to  any. great 
^JK^eimis.  Cold-hearted  and  little  ^ijusceptiblQ  of 
jcefi^aed  impreMions,  Lov^m^d  cmAxitrm^i^,  two  of 
tkeimppA  pleasiiig  emotion^  ihatscan.*aQt)}at^  the 
ii^iild^  ma%are  equfdly^wg^np  to|J^r>i;east»: 
TJ^want  of  pewojD^aJl  fiti*i?wsi  i«?t  .%  ^fm  i«9X, 
unij^  witJb  their  fi<s^ky .  uw^t^  ^J^,  tinpp^stant 
dUffm^W^fki  10  little  calculated  tqi^spifc^  (1^9  f^Pf^^ 
MJB^  i;  an^  fpr  theiexercisp  of  the/*AT.Tfim'jt}wF«  we 
'£&w  oppprtunities.in,  C^anada.  iNQ}n)iHfiJs,nndf;?:the 
slightest  obligation ..  to  bia^^naigbbonrinfoi^.^h^^  i^ 
Ilftfr.sim?|i a  tWpg  wiepding  vW,»borfqiyi|ig;ifr*he 
oquutry.  ..A^voMr  is,»p(?vpr  cpnfifrrf4^HbpJrt-a 
pip<WpaQt  Q£tinfmed49<^  r^wuner^tipA*  :^Y^ry Ihing 
has- its  price:   .If  any  man  has  need:  of  his  neigh- 
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bcw's  plougii  OP'lkMrrow^  «Birt  or  slmglt^  Brenitm  a 
akigle  hoitrythottgh*he' would  find  it  imposgnUato 
hm^owyim  ettil j  suotpeeds  in  Aiirtng  it.  Mctt  wka 
kbve  resided  -mthiti  sight  of  eaeh  other  fitoai 
the  hour  of  tfarar  birth,  ate  so  little  disposed  to 
oblige  '  without  instant '  compensation,  thart  one 
^iBinnot  borrow  from  another  a  bridle,  ft  saddle^a 
set  of  harness,  or  any  other  artiole  wfaatmer, 
without  making  b  previous  bargain,  not  only  .to 
repair  all  damages  whioh  ft  may  sustain,  baiflJw> 
to  pay  a  certain  stipulated  sum  for  erteity  4my 
which  it  may  be  ^sieoessary  to  keep  it  firemlthe 
*dWnto«  A  ploagh,  «  wa^lgon^  end  a  sleighv^ane 
«eich'hilredattw«>thtllinge  aindsixpensepc^idiefli^ 
«#id  43vlMry  other  artieie,  from  a  hairow'«>^tootti 
sdown  •  to  B  eambrie  needley  aim  pceqportianale 
^^oe«  t  .*.!  ,4i(T  . 

'  >'' It^iseasy  tb^perceire  how  desthnotiTe  tUsicsiiio 
^lar  mode  'of  ^ocednre  must  be  to  alliliose 
*frie^dly<dispo8itions  whieh  in  other  aoatttcieaaitaisk 
tt^'4o  mfUi«  If  my  t^tghbovr  evkysee :  a  wdsb<to 
oblige  me,  without  ati^inteMstod-imelii^ief larkiiig^ 
beneath)  it  causes  me  to  consider  hinx  in  some 
degree  my  friend  j  and  I  am  compelled,  by 
every  act  of  kindness  which  he  does  for  me,  to 
seek  for,  or  at  least  to  dMire^  an  ofiportunity  €xf 
repaying  the  compliment.  When  such  an  ocoai- 
'iion  occurs,  it  gites  me  mfinjfto'pkastore* to.  em- 
brace it,  and  to  convineehitt  thM  he<did  notfoimfer 
'his 'favours  on  an  undeserviiig'toJkjeefa;!  ^iWoistre 
ih^etdrt  pteds^d^  w^  each  other^  aad^^adch^lw- 
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4HmM  resolved  to  Nader:  hinlsielf  i  aft  rail  .tkMB 
worthy  of  the  approbation  off  the*  otheiv  Ifow^ 
aitliovgk  no  thankfl  are  due  to  tha  flsan^  who^y 
wtou  he  haa  been  obliged  by  another,  takee  the 
eailiest  opportunity  ef  returning  the  obligation; 
3ret  the  constant  intercheoge  of  <9Uoh  tokens:  of 
oonfidenoe  and  consideration  fovms  .  one  of .  the 
strongest  bonds  by  which  society  is  cemented  toge«- 
ther>  and  is  oftentimes,  indeed  always,  the. fruitful 
q^ringof  the  tendearest  and.  most  endearing  cfaarii- 

ties  of  life.  

In  Canada  no  man  .is  .induced  to  mgardhis 
neighbour  as  ^  frien^^  and  n^hoeyer  wwats  the 
lmiidship.ov  aesiataiiee  of  anotber^  jnu^  purohase 
Uu'  Grold  ivall  quickly  ftnd  an.  avenue  to  the 
•keaet^  when  «very  thing  eiae  .has  failed  bx  its 
approaches^  Here  man  appears  to  live  onlylbr 
htmself ;.  so<»al  feelings,  generous  affeotioq[a>.and 
feiendly  emotions^  exist  not  in  the  couuliry  ^ .  .Sel- 
fisfanesB,  chicanery,  and  fraud,  have,  usfirp^d. their 
place;  and  the  poople  act  without  any  r^pu;4  to 
tkA  admonition  of  the  poet : 

Yet  after  all  this  toil  and  heat. 
This  fraud  and  treachery  to  be  greats 
The  last  retreat  the  viA  must  fcaye. 
The  last  lad  surest  is^-^die  gnoie. 
'  '  ' 

It  would  be  impiousi,  as  well  as  foolisli,  to  deny, 
'^  thai  the  love  of  money  is  t)i^  root  ela^ticA.evil ;!' 
ibr  it  is  prov^  Jn  the  case  of  thos^.  on  whpae  ava* 
-rfee  I. hove  now  beea  aaimadvertijig ;  Qut  it  jft  a 
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,to  oonfoimd  the  lpT«  of  npney.witli  inoiidysiteillL 
,Tbfi  pppfequrace  nDotAB|eoMiiir7^Hi0^t)iat4>#caflW 

9}i9uLl,be  <^iir^d;with  tbe«i«.  Itis  platBlyMani 
thf^t  .the  Mine  e^irils^hioh  -apriiig  fram  ja  loye:jif 
iiitpnoy^  are  nxki  depemlest  on  it  for.  thek-iraffiMif 
^^  that  an  iinmodercite  attaohineatrto.  any  tlitog 
;eqiuvalent  to  wo&ey^  wcMildeertaiDlyprodueertfe^ 
aam^  poiiMqueQoes«  Jt.xsaiiiioti  on  tbe  ootilraiT) 
{^  denied,  ^^  that  the.wfmt  of  money  ii  .the  rael\4| 
. iKfiaiy .  eyilft«''  For.  wantrof  current  coiii.  m  CattM)a» 
'a«p^Ia  of  :bai*ter  eiuite ;  ^aod,  Irom  tii^  .maqnttt 
in  whiQh^hii  ia  aondiuyted,  it  is  evidentiy  imtnmn 
t^v^  ef  thowi  ihonouraUe  feelinge  vwriucli'/elbMiUI 
^gprern  the  interoourse, of  mankind.  TM.omb-^ 
.ch»^t  who < exchangee  Us ^ goods  for  prodiAeydba 
no  fix;ed  prioe  for  them^  but  regulates  it  ^  tfi» 
^pation  in  which  ha  holds  the  arttoIes^oAtfeA 
*  vf^  e  wh/snge.  If  wheat, .  or  any  other  kind^  gaaia 
i^hal^ri^then/M  ikmomd  at  MontMal,  he  oCwedfAi^ 
hij^.Jbis  goods  will  probably  be  obtained,  en  toisrw 
ably  fair  terms;  we  will  say,  for  axample^  ccMHe^ 
linnn  at  ^*9d.  a  yard*  The  farmer  who  deals  i  in: 
this  inanner  goes  home  satisfied,  not  knowing  -^ny 
thing  about  Montrealror  the  yalaeof;gvainin  t|iil- 
mari^t.  The  next  w^ek,  perhaps,  a  neigfabeivrrf^l 
•this  <yeryc  fanner  offers  to  the  same  merehant /ifJiiitf  i 
of  equal  quality  in  ezohsnge  for  Imea,.^  ateSeiN* 
fabric  to  that  obtnined-  by  his  neighbour.  In  tile 
iirterim,  Uie  merchttit  has  probably  -  reeetwd  >nd- 
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*Ii(B«it'.fe'^*#t  fikirty.t6'*6  a  good*  aHioib*6f  ek jhWI 
mkm  iknAr  y6AfO  Thi^  price  6f  Hnen  n  tft^ref<W« 
ttilBie4iNKt«}y  raiiea  'to  69;  per  yairdy  idliie  itie'  Wh^fi^ 
iMt'ott-tkiii^fAJctraiit  f«(II«a  'at"lett!A''a'-AflHd^'  pe^ 
i»)uAf0l.  In  vaiti  dbes'^^  littt^fai^nie^  ttrtadnittaWy 
eisifiiSiT  io  ih»  hetUit  fbt^Mne  of  his  'btigKI)dui^! 
9^016  {^tei^Ie^  exeviM-  i»  always  «e  haiid^  atld  thd 
ttlbb-'WHo  4tas  not  pehrbap^  a  i2^&  fo'tin  liadk,!^ 
<^C!ttit^tod4<>'bay  theiin^n  ^t  tc  pride>75  pbi-  <i0iift 
«bdtiientMat  givetf  by'  litt  U^glibbtii'.  Having  dbii^ 
woi^'ibn'^afeirois  -  btrnft'^Hefly'  -ini^sBed  t^ith  "^^ 
id«WHi|kat:'fce>>-iiMi  -W^to.  «liMi«edy  ■  tinnl  <  &i^''d&e|jl^ 
rtWlAM^  -t«l^'M«altetb  )th«'"fiMft' 0][>pbftttfiftj^.  '  A^ 
fclwwii>ulrt»iJ«lso6'iBodti  ^I^ta/%ik  h^nsttisSeatiH 
remiA«^it.  •■  1^ ! muAi  'proctibes,^  ifi'e  people-  af i 
JwimitdT'lbo  <to«MPtani  the  «Rbiit'^ttAvotii^f>I6  -{d^ai^ 
oli^acA  btk»^i«tegi<f^^'  aiid  W  gehefat^^'^ffij? 
ft«iii^«  <p»ldlaitiia«tithi*fliagfadtft'th^  "Pfbviiidevif  i^ 
oiipji  lbitiB(bitaiit^<^{^(»i&  tt>oli41di  «f-  ^vebr  tfif<'^|Iflf 
54aAM^i«dk>:«»)ii«tg4s4l8&'4fM^  &ftd'%'Md^tSj^ 

wHwun  ilK'spMakieiGA  and  dtt<9epti«{i,<J-iii^kKkk^ 
midMi  ^b  «MilaMMe/l  7<^  take  advantage  tjf  W' 
igpii  mastf'  on  ^dttfld^moe  olf^^  atiolHerr,  i*  \t  "W^'etfa^ft^ 
8i^«o«to#i4N]|ikiflftf  &nd  fali  Wtio>»<ttf(^f'suic^eaii!Ui^ 
i*iMMto4ii||Mib«s,'  ^r^di&ked^  «pOn^  a§  %  ^ iiln  ol'^blM^ 
diltdifiMlMl-tUleMti^  «!td"fa  -ttiiif<M&ly^%iA$rKa  Mei* 

'%4*Mb&^'«»^^tollled/a)|(IJ|^l0(»0^i'A#My  ifok^atid: 

Vol.  II.  '    F 
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confession^  at  the  making  of  JC^hich  few  men  ia 
the  Province  would  blush.  Were  you  to  accuse  a 
Canadian  of  betraying  the  confidence  which  yo,a 
reposed  in  him,  and  to  represent  in  the  most  foroi* 
ble  language  the  enormity  of  such  conduct,  he 
would  laugh  you  to  scorn,  and  exult  in  his  base 
treachery. 

It  has  been  observed^  when  a  traveller  represents 
the  inhabitants  of  any  country  that  he  attempts  to 
describe,  in  either  a  very  favourable  or  a  very  unfa^ 
vourable  light,  he  is  generally  accused  either  of  an 
unwarrantable  prejudice  against  them,  or  of  a  too 
strong  prepossession  in  their  favoui*.  At  lea^,  I 
have  always  observed,  that  such  a  writer  fails  in 
his  attempts  to  attain  the  reputation  of  an  unpre- 
judiced narrator.  As  I  have  said  much  which  can- 
not be  regarded  as  very  favourable  to  the  people 
of  Upper  Canada,  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  shall 
be  liable  to  the  accusation  of  prejiidice :  How- 
ever, to  shew  that  I  am  not  alone  in  the  opi- 
nions I  have  expressed,  and  that  I  may  remove 
a  portion  of  the  anticipated  burthen  from  my  own 
shoulders,  I  shall  quote  a  few  short  passages  from 
the  only  writer  of  note  who  has  given  even  a 
sketch  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Upper  Canada.  According  to  his  own 
account.  Dr.  Howison  was  nearly  two  years  and  « 
half  in  the  Province,  during  which  time  he  resided 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  travelled 
through  almost  all  the  settlements.  In  page  136 
of  his  admirable  Sketches,  speakiog  of  the  people 
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in  the  Niagara  District,  who  are  certainly  the  most 
wealthy  and  respectable  in  the  Province  :  ^'  Many 
of  them,'^  he  observes,  **  possess  thirty  or  forty 
head  of  cattle,  and  annually  store  up  2  or  3000 
bushels  of  grain  in  their  barns :    But  this  amelior- 
ation in  their  condition,  unfortunately,  has  not  been 
accompanied  by  a  corresponding  eflTect  upon  their 
manners,  character,  or  mode  of  life.      They  are 
still  the  same  untutored  incorrigible  beings  that 
they  probably  were  when,  the  ruffian  remnant  of  a 
disbanded  regiment,  or  the  outlawed  refuse  of  some 
European  nation,  they  sought  refuge  in  the  wilds 
of  Upper  Canada,  awarQ  that  they  could  neither 
find  means  of  subsistence  nor  be  countenanced  Iti 
any  civilized  society.      Their  original  depravity 
has  been  confirmed  and  increased  by  the  circum- 
stances in  which  they  are  now  placed;   possess- 
ing farms  which  render  them  independent  of  the 
better   part  of  mankind,   they  can,   within  cer- 
tain limits,  be  as  bold,  unconstrained,  and  obtru- 
sive  as   they  please    in  their  behaviour  towards 
their  superiors;   for  they  neither   look   to   them 
for  subsistence  nor  for  any  thing  else.     They  now 
consider  themselves   on   an  equality  with  those 
to  whom,  in  former  times,  the  hope  of  gain  would 
have    made   them   crouch  like  slaves;   and   they 
tacitly  avow  their  contempt  of  the  better  part  of 
society,   by  avoiding  the  slightest  approximation 
towards  them,  so  far  as  regards  habits,  appearance^ 
or  mode  of  life.     The  excessive  obstinacy  of  these 
people  forms  one  great  barrier  to  their  improve- 
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ment ;  but  a  greater  still  is  created  by  their  absurd- 
and  boundless  vaniiy^  Most  of  them  really  eon- 
ceire,  that  they  cannot  be  any  better  than  they 
really  are^  or,,  at  least,  that  it  is  not  worth  their 
paiDH  to  endeavour,  to  be  so ;  and  betray  by  their 
actions  and  mode  of  life,  that  they  are  under  the 
influence  of  an  obstinate  contentment,  and  immov- 
able fatuity,  which  would  resist  any  attempt  that 
might  be  ipade  to  improve  them.  If  they  could 
ceally  be  brought  to  .feel  a  desire  for  amendment, 
this  effect  would  most  likely  be  produced  by  flat- 
tering their  vanity.  *  If  a  man  wishes  to  obtain 
popularity  in  Upper  Canada,  he  cannot  do  it  unless 
he  gratify  this  passion  of  the  people.  When  a 
iarmer  proposesto  cheat  his  neighbour,  he  succeeds 
by  flattering  his  vanity.  If  a  merchant  determines 
that  one  of  his  customers  shall  pay  him  his  account, 
hovflatters  his  vanity  or  serves  an  execution. 

*^It  is  indeed  lamentable  to  think,  that  most  of 
the  improved  parts  of  this  beautiful  and  mii^ifl* 
cent  Province,  have-  fallen  into  such  hangman '9 
hands,  and  to  feel  convinced  that  the  country  will 
retrograde  in  every  thing  that  is  truly  great  and 
desirable,  or  remain  detestable  —  to  persons  of 
liberal  ideas,  so  long  as  these  boors  continue  to  be 
principal  tenants  of  it. 

"Tl\e  first  view  of  a  new  settlement  isxcites 
pleasing  emotions.  It  is  delightful  to  sde  forests 
vanishing  away  before  the  industry  of  man;  to 
behold  the  solitude  of  the  wilderness  changed  into 
a  theatre  of  animation  and  activity ;  and  to  antici- 
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pate  the  bleggings  which  a  bountiful  soil  will  lavish 
iipoQ  those  who  have  first  ventured  to  unfold  its 
bosom.  A  new  field  seems  to  be  opened  for  human 
happiness ;  and  the  more  so^  as  those  who  people  it 
are  supposed,  by  the  casual  observer,  to  have  been 
the  victims  of  poverty  and  misfortune  while  in  their 
native  land:  Biita  deliberate  inspection  will  dispel 
all  these  Arcadian  ideas  and  agreeable  impressions. 
He  who  examines  a  new  settlement  in  detail,  will 
find  that  most  of  its  inhabitants  are  sunk  low  in 
degradation,  ignorance  and  profligacy,  and  alto- 
gether insensible  to  the  advantages  which  disting- 
uish their  condition  :  A  lawless  and  unprincipled 
rabble,  consisting  of  the  refuse  of  mankind,  recently 
emancipated  from  the  sTubordination  that  eisdsin  xbl 
an  advanced  state  of  society,  all  equal  in  ^oint  of 
right  and  possessions,  compidse  of  course  a  demo»- 
cracy  of  the  most  revolting  kind.  No  individual 
possesses  more  influence  than  another ;  and  'werc 
any  one  whose  qualifications  and  pretences  entiUe 
him  to  take  theiead,  to  assume  any  superiority  or 
make  any  attempt  at  improvement,  he  would  be 
instantly  opposed  by  all  the  others.  Thus  the 
whole  inhabitants  of  a  new  settlement,  march  slug- 
gishly forward  at  the  same  pace ;  and  if  one  advances 
in  the  least  degree  before  the  other,  he  is  usually 
pulled  back  to  the  i*anks.  That  this  has  hitherto 
been. the  case  in  most  settlements,  can  be  proved  by 
a  reference  to  facts.  The  farmers  of  the  Niagara 
District,  many  of  whom  have  been  thirty  or  forty 
years  in  the  Province. and  who  now  possess  fin^ 
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unenpitmbered  farms^  are  in  no  respect  superior  to 
the  iiihabitantB  pf  the  Tftlbot  Settlement.  They 
are  equally  i^orant^  equally  unpolished,  and  one 
would  suppose,  from  their  mode  of  life,  equally 
poor.  Their  minds  have  made  no  advances,  and 
their  ideas  have  not  expanded  in  proportion  to  the 
increase  of  their  jneans.  Is  it  then  to  be  supposed 
that  the  people  who  now  fiU  the  new  settlements 
of  Upper  Ccinada,  imbued  with  the  same  ideas 
and  prejudices,  will  make  greater  progress  in 
improvement,  than  persons  of  the  same  description 
have  done  before  them  ?  A  deliberate  inspection  of 
anew  settlement  cannot  fail  to  sink  mankind  lower 
in  the  estimation  of  the  observer,  than  perhaps  they 
ever  were  before.  Human  beings  are  there  iieen 
in,  a  state  of  natural  and  inexcusable  depravity,  that 
cannot  be  palliated  nor  accounted  for  in  any  way, 
except  by  referring  i^s  origin  to  those  evil  propen- 
sities which  appear  to  be  inherent  in  all  men,  and 
which  can  be  diverted  or  counteracted  only  by  the 
influence  of  reason,  religipn  and  edupation.  The 
apologists  of  the  human  rac«  vainly  tell  us,  that  men 
are  rendered  vicious  by  artificial  means,  and  that 
they  are  excited  to  evil  by  those  numerous  disap- 
pointments and  oppressions  which  are  inseparable 
from  a|i  advanced  and  cultivated  state  of  society. 
If  we  examine  *the  wilds  of  North  America,  we 
shall  there  find  men  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 
want,  enjoying  unbounded  liberty,  all  equal  in 
power  and  property  and  independent  of  each  other. 
Such  a  combination  pf  happy  circumstances  would 
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seem  well  adapted  io  extinguish  and  repress  evil 
habiisjand  rilinbus  propensities ;  but  it  has  no  effect 
of  the  kind  whatever.  For  the  Qihabitants  of  the 
bountiful  wilderness  are  as  depraved  in  their  morals, 
and  aa  deg^qierate  in  their  ideas,  a»  the  refuse  popu- 
lation of  a  great  city." 

In  another  place  the  same  intelligent  writer 
observes  :**  The  system  of  barter  which  exists  in 
the  Province,  has  a  very  injurious  effect  upon  the 
characters  of  the  peasantry.  It  necessarily  affords 
many  opportunities  of  cheating  to  those  who  are 
so  inclined ;  and  I  lament  to  say,  that  the  mass  of 
inhabitants  have  more  or  less  of  this  propensity, 
which  they  endeavour  to  palliate  or  conceal  under 
the  term  of  taking  advantage,  and  practise  without 
injury  to  their  reputations.  For  in  Upper  Canada, 
a  man  is  thought  dishonest,  only  when  his  knavery 
carries  him  beyond  the  bounds  prescribed  by  the 
law.  Various  kinds  of  deception  may  be  prac- 
tised by  the  parties  buying  and  selling,  when  barter 
is  the  medium  of  exchange.  A  dollar,  for  instance, 
has  a  specific  value ;  and  cannot  possibly  be  made 
to  appear  worth  more  or  less  than  it  really  is ;  but 
other  exchangeable  articles  vary  continually,  as  far 
as  regards  value  and  quality,  both  of  which  points 
must  often  be  decided  solely  by  the  judgment  of 
him  who  proposes  to  receive  them  in  barter.  The 
ignorant  and  inexperienced  are  thus  daily  exposed 
to  the  knavery  and  deceit  of  those  who  think  there 
is  no  harm  in  taking  advantageJ^ 
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As  it  is  not  my  wish  to  swell  these  pages  with 
large  quotations  from  the  labours  of  other  men,  I 
diould  not  have  inserted  the  preceding  paragraphs 
from  Dr.  Howison^ — cdthough  I  greatly  prefer  his 
language  to  my  own, — were  I  not  apprehensive 
that  the  unfavourable  account  which  truth  com- 
pek  me  to  give  of  the  Canadian  character,  if 
allowed  to  appear  without  having  the  support  of 
testimony  other  thaii  my.own,  would  probably 
»ibject  me  to  the  imputation  of  wilfully  misrepre- 
anting  the  people  of  this  fine  country. 
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BANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS  OF  UPPER  CANADA »—« NO  PROPER  CRN 
TERION  BT  WHICH  TO  FORM  A  JUDGMENT  OF  THE  cnm^ 
COMMITTED -— P99ftUEVCr  OF  CASES  OF  SBDUCTION  ^^  AN  UN« 
HAPPY    INSTANCE  OF   THIS>   AND  ITS  FATAL  TERMINATION, 

IN  England,  the  judicial  calendar  is  commonly 
considered  the  best  criterion  of  the  state  of  morals 
in  the. country  :  There  is  that  sort  of  spirit  in  the 
breast  of  an  Englishman,  no  matter  whether  it 
originate  in  feeling  or  interest,  which  will  not 
permit  him  to  pass  by  the  invasion  of  his  rights^ 
the  defamation  of  his  character,  the  pollution  of 
his  bed,  the  spoliation  of  his  property,  or^  any 
other  species  of  encroachment  or  oppression^  with- 
out seeking  the  redress  which  is  afforded  by  the 
jurisprudence  of  biis  country.  >/ 

.  It  is  not,  however,  thus  easy  io  ascertain  the 
relative  moral  condition  of  the  people  of  Canada; 
for  the  rule  to  which  I  have  adverted,  does  not 
hold  good  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  num-^ 
ber  of  trials  in  the  courts  of  law  bears  no  jpropor-> 
tion  to  the  crimes  committed.  Actions  fo^  Cr^. 
dm.,  Sedukction,   or  Breach  of  Promke  of  Mw^ 
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riage^  are  almost  entirely  unknown  in  every  part 
of  North  America ;  and,  during  the  whole  time 
of  my  residence  in  Canada^  I  have  not  so  much  as 
heard  of  one  proceeding  of  this  kind  being  insti- 
tuted«  But  you  must  not  from  this  infer,  that  the 
crimes^  which^  in  those  countries  where  the  spark 
of  honour  still  glimmers  in  the  human  breast,  are 
the  foundation  of  such  delicate  proceedings,  have 
no  existence  in  Canada ;  for  the  very  reverse  is 
the  :C8se.  They  are  of  every^day  occurrence  ;  and 
the  practice  of  them  has  become  so  common  with 
the  Canadians^  that  they  no  longer  produce  their 
natural  effect  on  the  individuals  whom  they  ought 
toofiSsndw 

With  regard  to  chiminal  convbrsatiok,  the 
opinion  of  a  wifil's  per/tot  independence  is  so  un« 
o^mmonly  prevalent,  that  I  very  much  question 
if  4welve  natiy^  Anii^ricans  could  be  found  on  the 
whole,  Contineikt,  wbo^  as  a  jury,  wduld  award  a 
JangW  sixpence  of  dami^es  in  a  oaae  of  this  kmd, 
^*«no^matter  how  positive  the  evidence,  how 
aggravating;  the  Qircumfltanoes,  or  how  weaUhy 
the  defendant.  Aooastomed  themselves  to  the 
wearing  of  brow  antlers,  which  indeed  appear  to 
M  them  Hiosft  adnarably,  and  ta  sit  very  hghtljf  on 
their  .^JUer  heads,  they  joannot  conceive  why  any 
aunediould  .presume  to  jsolicit  a  jury  of  his  copn* 
try  men  to  award  liim  damages^  when  the  offence 
of  whiehtheooomplains  neither  impairs  his  fortune 
nor  injures  his  character^ 

SEDUCTIONS,  as  you  will,  infer  from  a  former 
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part  of  my  corredpoudenoe^  are  not  unffeqaent  in. 
Canada.  But  they  do  not  receive  the  severe  repro- 
bation they  would  meet  with  in  our  own  country^ 
and  they  are  not  considered  offences  sufficiently 
grave  to  require  the  institution  of  an  action.     Be- 
sides^ it  would/ in  a  great  degree^  be  useless  for 
the  friends  of  females  who  have  been  thus  luifor- 
tunately  led  astray,  to  enter  proceedings  against, 
the  seducer.    For  such,  as  I  have  before  observed^ 
is  the  laxity  of  morals  in  which  the  Canadian  youth 
of  both  sexes  are  educated,  that  this  sort  of  con* 
duct  is  scarcely  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  crime., 
The  seducer,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  is  but  sel- 
dom exposed  to  any  of  those  unpleasant  conse- 
quences, the  apprehension  of  which  in  other  coun- 
tries frequently  retards^  and  sometimes,  J  have  no 
doubt^  effectually  prevents  the  accomplishment  of 
many  a  well-concerted  scheme  of  villainy.     Here, 
he  revels  in  his  base  and  heartless  pursuits  with 
impnnity>  and  is  restrained  by  no  fear  of  incurring 
the  displeasure  even  of  the  parents  whose  daughter 
he  beguiles  from  the  paths  of  virtme,   or  of  tho 
husband  whose  wife  he  persuades  to.  the  pqllution 
of  the  nuptial  bed.' 

Since  my  arrival  in  Canada,  I  have  only  heard 
of  one  instance  of  unpleasant  feelings  having  been 
produced  in  the  minds  of  either  parents  or  hus- 
bands, by  occurrences  of  this  nature ;  and  as  thia 
had  a  very  melancholy  termination,  in  addition. to. 
the  exhibition  which  it  affords  of  the  different 
manner  in  which  the  loss  of  honour  and  of  reputa-) 
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Ifion  opeittiltfi''on  the  minds  of  those  females  who 
are  mei^ljr  settlers  in  the  country,  and  oh  those 
whk)  are^  of  AmerFcan  parentage,*  I  shall  take  the 
'  Kherty  of  relating  it  io  you. 

About  two  years  ago,  Mr.  W.,  a  refspectable 
Irish  emigrant,  and  once  the  owner  of  considerable 
property  in  his  native  country,  sought  a  Tefuge, 
from  the'^  dangers  to  which  the  late  unhap{>y  dis- 
turbances of  Treland  exposed  many'  reputable 
and  inoffensive  families,  in  the  fertile  but  unculti- 
vated regions  of  Upper  Canada,  -  The  companions 
ef  his  exile  were,  ah  amiable  wife,  and  a  numerous 
fathily  of  fine  children ;  among  whom  was  a  daugh- 
ter, young,  innocent,  and  lovely,  esteemed  by 
all  who  knew  her,  adored  by  her  parents;  and 
b*l<Sv«d  by  the  family  over  which,  to  relieve  a 
ioiother's  burden,  she  was  wont  to  preside. 
<  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  this  once  happy  family 
in  their  adopted  country,  a  young  man  of  respect- 
able ^connections  wa«  introduced  to  Miss  W.  She 
was  then  in  the  eighteenth  yiear  of  her  age,  a  time 
of  life  when  the  female  heart  is  perhaps  most  sus- 
ceptible of  deep  and  indelible  impre^iond.  He  had 
heard  of  the  virtue  of  our  fair  country-women; 
but^  with  a  scepticism  peculiar  to  profligate  Inihds^ 
he  could  hot  believe  in  its  existence.  Knowing 
that  the  females  of  his  own  country  wieire  never  over- 
Senrupulous^  he  could  not  conceive  why  thbsie  of 
ahcrther  should  be  more  so,  or  how  another  soil 
eolild  be  mote  fiftvourable  to  the  growth  of  virtu- 
ous principles^     But  subsequent  experience  con- 
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vinced  him^  that^  if  it  was  not  imppssibje^  it 
was  certuinLy  extremely  difficulty  to  seduce  this 
unfortunate  girl  from  the  paths  of  rectitude.  Men 
of  easy  natures  or  indolent  habits  never  think  of 
encountering  any  thing  which  presents  an  appear- 
ance of  impracticability.  They  do  not  r^emjble 
men  of  industry,  and  perseverance,  who,  instead 
of  being  frightened^away  by  the  first  aspect  of 
what  they  wish  to  attain,  go  round  about  it,  and 
examine  it  on  every  side,  to  see  whether  it  does 
not  afford  some  other  more  agreeable  prospect  of 
attainment.  The  practised,  seducer  is  not  terrified^ 
because  the  mountain  whose,  summit  he  wishes  to 
gain  is  perpendicularly  steep  on  the  side  which 
first  opens  to  his  view.  Though  the  route  may 
be  long  and  circuitous,  he  is  resolved  to  gratify 
his  wishes,,  and  frequently  after  much  trouble  he 
discovers  a  path ,  leading  him,  by  an. .  easy  and 
gni4ual  ciscent,  to  the  top  of  t^oi  mqnntain  which 
at  fijrst)  sight  seemed  unapprottohable.  >  This  was 
unhappily  the  case  in  the .  present .  mejlAneholy 
instance.  The  -execrably  destroyer  of  the  peace 
of  Mr.  W.'s  family,  regarding  his  .wisuspecting 
child.as  an  object  whose  ruin  it  would  be. an  honour  ^ 
in  the  estimation  of  his  lewd  companions  to.aacom* 
]dis|i,  and  urged .  on^  rather  than,  intimidated  by, 
the  diffiQulties  which,  opposed  him^  resolved  on 
exeirting  to  the  uttermost  a  hellish  skill  i^effepting 
his  diabolical  intention. 

;The  fir$t  step  which  he  took  was. ta- cultivate  the 
friendship  of  the  £unily,  and  to  inspire  the  parents 
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with  confidence  in  fais  honour.  Hid  next  was, 
under  the  cloak  of  hypocritical  pretensions  wHich 
he  wore  so  well,  to  engage  the  young  lady's  affec- 
tions ;  and  he  finally  presented  himself  as  a  candi- 
date for  her  hand.  From  that  time  forth,  he  paid 
her  the  most  sedulous  attention,  and  eagerly 
seized  every  opportunity  of  convincing  her,  that 
from  the  first  moment  when  he  beheld  her,  she  had! 
inspired  him  with  a  passion  as  pure  as  the  dew  of 
heaven  and  as  ardent  as  the  summed  sun.  But  ale 
was  too  guileless  to  perceive,  that  as  the  deW  lipon 
the  grass  is  absorbed  by  the  rays  of  the  sun,  the 
purity  of  her  lover's  passion  was  swallowed  up  in 
its  ardour.  He  had  made  himself  the  master  of  her 
heart ;  and^  being  deceived  by  his  insidious  atten- 
tion^, she  never  dreamed  that  beneath  all  his 
seeming  attachment,  there  was  hidden  a  most  m- 
femal  scheme  for  despoiling  her  of  that,  without 
which  life  to  her  would  prove  to  be  a  burden 
under  such  humiliating  circumstances.  She  li^ 
tened  to  his  warm  protestations  of  fidelity,  with 
feelings  most  eloquently  expressed  in  silence ;  she 
answered  his  affected  sighs  with  her  own,  which 
were  unaffected ;  and  she  witnessed  the  love-sick 
looks  which  he  assumed,  with  visible  emotions  of 
most  genuine  tenderness.  She  never  called  in 
question  the  integrity  of  his  motives,  the  sincerity 
of  his  professions,  or  the  generosity  of  his  soul. 
Unpractised  in  the  ways  and  customs  of  the  world, 
unacquainted  with  the  perfidy  of  man,  and  unused 
to  the  arte  of  dissimulation,  she  was  never  influ- 
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enced  by  the  tormenting  impulse  of  low-minded 
suspicion.  It  might'  have  been  happy  for  her> 
had  she  been  more  deeply  skilled  >  in  th« 
knowledge  of  man's  depravity^  and  had  sh* 
known,  how  frequently  it  ocQun^  that,  while  thd 
tongne  is  employed  in  uttering  the  &irest  profes^ 
sions  and  the  £aLce  in  attesting  their  truth,  the  heart 
is  projeciing  the  most  horrid  schemes  and  the  mind 
is  on  the  stretch  to  find  means  for  their  a^complish^ 
ment.  For  how  could  she  entertain  any  doubt  of 
the  integrity  of  a  man  who  appeared  to  live  only 
for  the  promotion  of  her  fai^ppmessf  He  gave  her 
every  reason  which  she  could  possibly  require,  in 
favour  of  his  sincerity;  and  charity  therefore  for*^ 
bade  her  to  hesitaie  in  treating  him  with  hea*  aecusK 
tomed  familiarity  and  confidence.  / 

He*  was  evidently  an  adept  in  the  business  which 
he  had  in  hand :  He  talked  continually  of  the 
plans  which  he  had  formed  for  their  mutual  comfort; 
expatiated,  with  much  appearance  of  delight,  on  the 
felicity  which  awaited  them;. consulted  her  on 
subjects  of  domestic  economy,  as  freely  as  though 
she  were  already  the  wife  of  his  bosom ;  and  acted 
throughout  the  whole  affSadr  with  such  admirable 
address,  that  he  succeeded  eventually  in  accom* 
plishing  the  only  design  he  had  in  view  in  forming 
the  acquaintance* 

If  she  had  been  one  of  those  frivolous  coquettes 
who,  easily  and  without  remor^,  become  the  prey 
of  any  artful  villain,  I  would  not  even  attempt  to 
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dnLW  the  Teil  of  ofavHy  aeross  hw  o<mdiici>  or 
Boreep  her  from  the  scom.ahe  woiild  imve  bo  licUy 
deserved.  ■  But,  alas !  the  melanoholy  leqciel  of  her 
melancholy  atory  too  phunly  democstraftes,  tiuit 
she  was  not  of  this,  but  of  a  meory  di£bte&t\ciMB; 
and  that  she  ihadly^ — ^I  «tJeak  it  after  much :  ootad- 
dwation, — madly  preferred  death  before  dishonour. 
When  the  infamous  wretcb^-^in  whom  ber'afieo^ 
tions  centered,  and  in  whom  her  sOul*  coijfided^ 
who  had  pledged  her  his  faith^  and  seeded  tlMii 
pledge  with  an  oath, — ^no  longer  devoted  hisliiom- 
inj^  and  evenings,  toihe^  company ;  when  she  no 
longer  perceived  him  '^  heave  the  big  sigh  ordMj^ 
the  briny  tear  ;^'  when  she  saw  herself  deserted, 
forlorn,  abandoned,  soitearyiia  the  teidbtof  d€(eHl^t)^ 
melancholy  in  the*  walk*4  of  gaiety;  when' the!  til 
which  boifnd  her  to  the  world '  was  broken>  tfittd 
the  germ  by  which  it  ought '  to  » have  beeH 
strengUiened-  was  growing  apace ;  when  she  ccuM  ' 
no  more  b6(ftst  of  a  spotless  charactcfr,  nortaebt  th^ 
glaiiic^s  of  the  malignant  withconscious  rectitude,^ 
Bhe  resolved;  as  all  hopes  of  being  restored  to  be# 
formed  tranquillity  and  happiness  were  fied,— ^horrid 
det^nnination !— she  resolved  to  bid  farewdl  id 
earth,  and  to  seek  a  fericifed  respite  from  misery  in 
the  ehambers  of  de&th;  liike  Lucretia,  she  t6kM 
ndf  bear  io  survive  her  disgrace;  and  thoughj^J^ 
after  having  received  het  edocatibn  in  a  couiiW^ 
in'wmch  Suicide  is  discountenanced  by  law,  r«il' 
gioUy  and/public  Opihion,— she*  might 'have  bWtor 
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cMUDMid,  thaxt  riie  tefaAited^  aiid  noi  ta  Jmre 
iMdly  rwbed  mto^iheprtdence  of  lier^Malnri;^yet 
rwbea  we  luive  il^oiigly  pvotB3ded•gai^vt•timYOCHM•- 
Wl^ft<of  selff-miarder,  it  may  b&  well  to  Jbealto- 
g^ber  Bilent  on  ike  suibyeot,  and  not  to  .animad- 
▼#irttwsth.  too  viwh  $ereuty<m  the  coi^ct  of  a 
pefvonr  thai  sk^  Under  oircuinstanoea  which  fm- 
faAatiy  exqlnde  Uie  investigation  of  reasM>ii^-^oir- 
eii^staiicet  which  hare  only  to  be  known  to  be 
9FOii4ed» 

irBefereehe/earried  her  fatal  pur  p€>Be  into  efieot^thie 
^pfbr|iinlii(^  addressed  a  letterto  her  <baee  betrayer, 
b 'whieh  .she  painted  the  egony  of  her  hearty 
reminded  bitti  of  his  promises,  and  appealed  tof-his 
feelings,  his  humanity,  his  honour !  But  his  fbel« 
faigiB  were  dead  to  the  voice  of  affection ;  his  huiiiaf 
nity  could  not  be  softened  by  eloquence,  however 
^werf  ul ;  \dsi  honour  was  tile  honour  of  a  profiig^r^ 
and  of  course  no  sacred  tie  whatever  was  •  binding 
upon  him.  ,  A  strangei^  io  every  generous  impulsbji 
he  received  this  last  appeal  without  any  apparent 
emotion*  It  was  in  vaa^  that  she  thought  to  moytf 
his  compassion  by  the  simple  recital  of  her  ^^  sotePfi 
diarp  agony,",  or  to  melt  him  into  pity  by  an  avowal 
of  her  fatal  purpose.  A  cold  and  unfeeling  declnr-f 
ation>  ^^  that  he  never  intended  to  make  her  tb^ 
oonpanion  of  his  life/'  was  the  only  reply  wh^eb. 
she  received  to  a  letter  that  might  have  dfawn 
feani  from  the  eyes  of  a  marble  monument^  as  plen- 
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teous  as  fhe  streams  that  flowed  from  tbe  smitten 
brow  of  Horeb.  The  effect  whioh  this  inhaman 
rebuff— I  had  almost  said  naturally — produced^  was, 
to  confirm  the  unhappy  frirl  in  the  desperate  reso- 
hition  which  she  had  previously  formed.  *^^  There 
is  no  medicine  for  a  mind  diseased,"  is  in  many 
respects  a  very  wrong  notion,  and  can  only 
properly  ap|>ly  to  an  extreme  case  of  mental 
derangement.  There  is  a  medicine  for  evdry  dis- 
ease, as  well  of  the  body  as  of  the  mind,  which  has 
not  proceeded  so  far  as  to  paralyze  the  exertions  ctf 
either,  or  materially  to  derange  their  faculties.* 

She  would  not  live,  like  the  more  magnanimous 
heroine  of  one  of  the  English  poets,  to  have  it  sud 

Nine  months  matur'd  her  growing  shame, 

but  resolved  on  immediate  destruction.  .  What 
tongue  can  tell,  what  heart  conceive,  the  tortured 
feelings  of  this  young  and  tender  creature,  who 
once  would  not  needlessly  s^t  foot  upon  a  worm. 

But  tread  aside  and  let  the  reptile  live, 

when  she  went  forth  with  the  deliberate  intention 

*  Those  who  endeavour  to  palliate,  much  more  they  who  advo- 
cate^  the  crime  of  self-destruction^  even  when  arising  out  of  the 
most  intolerable  grievances,  are,  of  all  the  public  writers  of  the 
age,  undoubtedly  the  most  dangerous.  Nothing  in  the  world 
can  be  farther  fix>m  my  intention  than  to  follow  in  the  train  of 
these  men :  This  declaration  7  beg  leave  explicitly  to  make^  lest 
any  ezpressiona  of  pity,  which  haye  fallen  fi*QiQ  me  4uring  this 
nitfiTative,  should  be  interpreted  in  favour  of  the  rash  act  to  which 
they  usually  have  recourse  who  are  burdened  by  their  own  exist- 
ence* 
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of  tommitting  suicide  AnA  murder  in  one  headloiHg 
leapt  The  Toiee  of  eonscieiKie  eoald  ilot^  bow* 
ever,  reclaim  her  from  her  horrid  purpOile ;  aild^ 
ander  the  mask  6(  takiag  a  walk  with  a  young 
lady,  she  proceeded  to  the  spot  that  she  had  long 
regarded  as  the  stage  dn  Which  she  might  securely 
perform  the  last  and  most  tragical  act  of  life,  ft 
was  on  the  brink  of  a  rapid  river,  whose  perpen- 
dicular banks  are  in  many  parts  at  least  100  feet 
above  its  rocky  bed.  The  poor  victim  of  shame 
had  on  this  occasion  secreted  about  her  persoti  a 
pen  and  ink,  and  making  some  plausible  pretence' 
to  her  companion,  she  sat  down  upon  the  sward^ 
and  wrote  a  few  hurried  lines  explaining  the  rea^ 
sons  of  her  rash  resolve^  She  then  placed  thete 
carefully  in  her  bosom,  hastily  arose  from  her  seat, 
took  her  friend  by  the  hand,  and,  bidding  hef ' 
adieu,  pluiiged  headlong  from  the  bank  into  thd' 
river. 

Overcome  with  astonishment  and  terror,  the' 
surviving  female  could  not  stir  for  some  seconds, 
but  at  length  recovered  sufficient  strength  to 
approach  the  precipitous  margin  of  the  sti^eam,  and 
on  looking  down,  she  beheld  her  ill-'fated  cotnpa-' 
nion  writhing  on  the  bare  rocks  in  the  agonies  of 
death.  She  immediately  flew  to  the  house,  and 
acquainted  the  friends  of  the  young  lady  with  the' 
distressing  event.  They  lost  no  time  in  repairing 
to  the  spot,  accompanied  by  a  physician.  Btft  the' 
aid  of  her  friends  and  the  physician  was  too  hriej 
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for,  although  ^hen  they  arrived,  the  vital  spark 
was  not  entirely  extinct,  yet  her  tongue  was  silent^ 
her  eyes  had  lost  their  firoy  and  her  face  had  already 
assumed  the  pale  image  of  death.  Every  method 
was  pursued  which  could  be  devised  for  her  re- 
covery, but  withoutavail ;  and  in  a  few  short  moments 
alter  she  had  been  taken  up  out  of  the  dreadful 
abyss,  her  pulse  ceased  to  beat,  and  she  entered  ob 
a  life,  which  she  cannot  conclude  at  her  pleasure, 
and  in  which,  if  the  ends^  of  justice  can  be  satisfied 
by  visiting  her  last  sin  upon  the  head  of  him  who 
was  the  real  cause  of  it,  retribution  will  be  amply 
bestowed,  and  the  greatest  sinner  of  the  two  will 
receive  the  largest  share  of  punishment. 

^  I  will  go.te  the  river  and  plunge  into  its  flood, 
^  the  waters  of  which,  like  those  of  Lethe,  shall 
^  cause  me  to  forget  and  be  forgotten.  What  hi 
*^  the  world  to  me?  Its  pleasures?  Its  poises- 
'^  sions?  Its  hopes?  Alas!  The  world  will  not 
^^  now  acknowledge  my  acquaintance.  I  know  it 
'^  only  in  its  pains.  Its  possessions  are  of  no  avail 
<^  to  me  when  I  have  lost  that  without  which  I 
^^  cannot  enjoy  them :  Deprived  of  it»  hopes,  I  am 
^^  doomed  to  despair.  I  have  been  deceived,  be- 
^^  trayed,  and  now  I  am  forsaken  1  Why  should  I 
**  live  ?  The  reflections  of  my  broken  heart,  with- 
^^  out  any  excitation  from  the  frowns  of  others, 
^^  are  more  than  I  can  bear.  But  what  are  these, 
^^  compared  with  the  ignominy  that  would  follow 
^<  the  disclosure  of  my  shame  to  the  parents  \Ao 
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^^  have  watcbed  my  risiiig  years  with  such  great 
^<  anxiety?  Oh  welcome  death  I  I  have  been 
^^  taught  to  dread  thee,  but  I  will  venture  boldly  on 
**  thy  unexplored  regions,  rather  than  prolong  a 
^^  life  of  upbraiding  and  reproach  T'  Such,  I  dare 
say,  was  the  plausible  sort  of  reasoning  which 
obtruded  itself,  and  agitated  the  mind  of  this 
unfortunate  young  lady  when  about  to  cast  herself 
headlong  down  the  dreadful  steep. 


«3 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

EDUCATION  OF  A  CANADUN  —  BARLT  INDVLOBNCB  AHD  IXFBRT- 
IfSSft— ENTRANCE  ON  ACTIVE  LIFE  —  UI8  MARRIAGE  AND  SET- 
TLEMENT—•  LOG-HUT  AND  FURNITURE  —  INDEPENDENCE  AND 
IMPROVIDENCE— THEIR   RESULTS. 

It  is  impossible  satisfactorily  to  accoiint  for  the 
degeneracy  of  the  Canadian  character^  without 
referring  to  the  principles  which  are  early  instilled 
into  their  minds^  and  considering  the  natural  effect 
of  an  injudicious  system  of  education  on  the  future 
life  and  conduct  of  those  who  have  been  the  unfor- 
tunate  victims  of  mismanagement  in  the  morning 
of  their  days.    For 

Tib  Education  fonns  the  tender  mmd» 
Just  as  the  twig  i3  bent,  the  tree's  inclin'd, 

A  brief  sketch  of  the  life  and  adventures  of  a 
Canadian  farmer  will  not  only  illustrate  many  of 
the  observations  on  society  and  manners  contained 
in  the  preceding  letters^  but  may  also  convey 
additional  instruction  to  those  who  are  anxioos  to 
become  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  actual 
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^andilioti  of  the  people.  I  shall  therefore  describey 
M  plainly  and  dearly  m  I  can,  the  progress  of  ar 
native  Canadian;  and^^  as  I  do  not  boast  of  the 
jActoirial  skill  which  some  possess^  I  shall  leave  it 
to  the  pen  of  him  v^ho  says  of  Pennsylvaniaa 
scenery^ 

With  all  its  picturesque  and  balmy  grace. 
And  fields  that  were  a  luxury  to  roam, , 

to  discover,  by  poetic  intuition,  some  equally 
delightful  fields  in  the  regions  of  Upper  Canada^ 
and,  there  fixing  his  hero .  and  heroine,  to  weave 
the  magic  web  of  fiction  round  their  habitation, 
and  thereby  rencfer  the  description  fascinating  to 
the  sentimental  reader. 

Born  in  a  country,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are 
all  nearly  on  a  level  with  respect  to  rank  and 
property,  and  addicted  with  equal  stubbornness 
to  th^  practical  display  of  independent  principles, 
the  youthful  Canadian,  having  both  example  apd 
precept  before  him,  naturally  emulates  his  father, 
and  speedily  imbibes  the  same  ab&vrd  notions  of 
equality  and  independence.  Scarcely  has  he  learned 
to  lisp  his  mother's  name,  when  he  begins  to  fed 
his  own  importanee,  and  tacitly  disdains  submission 
even  to  his  parents.  At  table,  he  must  be  the 
firrt  served  and  best  attended ;  and  being  accu&h 
tomed  to  have  all  his  desires  indulged  and  all  bin 
t>rder8  punctually  obeyed,  he  soon  learns  to  scorn 
the  language  of  solicitation :  fie  loves  the  Impera*- 
tive  Mood,  and  seldom  makes  use  of  the  Indiea* 
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ttre^  except  iti  the  Fitst-Future  Tense.  His  wortb 
are*c6nveyed  in  quite  an  iaathoritative  tone,  long 
before  he  is  in  any  wise  capable  of  administering 
to  his  own  necessities.  His  every  wish  is  gratified^ 
however  unreasonable;  and  every  sentiment  he 
utters,  however  insolent,  is  received  with  the 
greatest  applause.  His  parents,  who  seem  bent 
upon  his  destruction,  cannot  think  of  sending  him 
to  school,  lest  the  manly  independence  of  his  soul 
should  receive  a  check  from  the  -  magisterial  lan- 
guage of  a  teacher,  or  lest  his  sweet  temper, — 
which  of  course  is  very  sweety — should  be  soured 
by  contradiction^. 

As  soon  as  the  young  hero  has  attained  his 
seventh  or  eighth  year,  he  is  provided  with  an'aa?e, 
instead  of  a  primer;  and  when  praised  for  his 
expertness  in  the  use  of  this  instrument,  he  imagines 
himself  deeply  read  in  the  phtloacpky  of  humam 
Uf^.  An  adept  in  the  arts  of  felling  a  sapling, 
tfl(pping  a  sugar-maple,  and  hollowing  a  baas-wood 
tri>Q^,  he  is  taught  to  consider  his  educatioii 
finished,  and  proudly  defies  the  capriciousness  of 
fortune.  What  a  pity,  that  he  should  be  so  spoiled! 
How  much  better  would  it  have  been,  if  he  had 
received  such  instruction  as  would  have  furnished 
iiim  with  the  means,  of  subsistence,  should  the  rude 
arts  in  which  he  excelled  fail  him !  The  smallest 
portion  of  scholastic  knowledge,  operating  on  a 
sound  mind  and  natural  good  sense,  would  have 
induced  habits  of  reflection,  and  many  a  moral 
lesson  might^  then  have:  been    derived.,  from  .  him 
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ordinary  oocupations !  What  a  ,oheek  to  the  . 
growth  of  Bupercilioasness  might  have  been  giveui 
if^  when  he  marked  that  the  tree  fell  with  a  tremen- 
dous crash  in  proportion  to  its  bulk  and  height,  be 
had  drawn  the  inference  of  danger  in  high-minded« 
ness!  And  how  doubly  impress! ve^  as  well  as 
-pleasing,  would  such  a  lecture  have  been,  if^  as 
the  result  of  reading  and  education,  he  had  be^i 
able  to  associate,  with  this  circumstance,  the  senti- 
'  ment  of  the  poet. 

The  tallest  pine  feds  most  the  power 
Of  wintry  blasts :  the  loftiest  tower 

Falls  heaviest  to  the  ground. 
The  boltSj  that  spare  the  mountain's  side. 
His  doud-capt  eminence  divide^ 

And  spread  the  ruin  round. 

instead  of  this,  however,  he  pleases  himself  with 
the  idea,  that  he  shall  ere  long  become  a  man,  the 
firop  of  his  family  and  an  ornament  »to  hi^  country^ 
Before  his  yo^thful  cheeks  have  become  ruddy  by 
the  scorching  influence  of  a  dozen  summers,  he 
assumes  quite  a  manly  air,  and  enters  into  familiu 
conversation  on  all  subjects  with  persons  of  all 
ages.  Haying  never  been  contradicted  in  his  life 
by  those  who  have  watched  his  rising  imipudenoe 
witL  exulting  pride,  his  indignation  is  indescribably 
fierce  against  all  who  do  not  feel  much  interested 
in  the  negative  preservation  of  his  sweet  temper, 
^aad  who  therefore ,  do  not  care  how  frequently 
ihey  dissent  from,  his .  opinions.     Inheriting  from 
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his  fairer  a  diqpofdtioii  to  sp0oulate>  be  eonuneiMefi 
buflinesi  betimes^,  wid  is  frequently  the  owner  of 
conidderabte  property  before  the  eoEipletioB  pf  hit 
third  Ittstinim^  For  the  aequisitioii  of  thift  wealthy 
he  foeeivee  suiteble  incrtnictiope  fVom  hie  pvente; 
wd  whenever  he  is  dex;trous  enough  to  outwib  hie 
pnwftry  playmittes^  he  is  eirowned  with  the  appilaMe 
to  whioh>  in  the  opiinon  of  his  friends^  he  is  neri<* 
toriottsly  entitled.  Thus  early  initiated  in  the  arte 
of  speculation  and  deception^  he  enters  the  worid 
with  a  mind  insensible  to  every  principle  of  honour, 
and  a  soul  dead  to  every  generous  impulse.  Un- 
accustomed to  treat  his  parents  with  deference  or 
respect,  and  a  total  stranger  to  every  thing  like 
subordination,  he  considers  himself  free  as  the 
mountain  air,  and  independent  as  the  sun  of  hea- 
ven. Subject  to  no  restraint,  he  goes  wherever  he 
plewicisi,  dQ9s  whoever  be  thinks  proper,  andh<^ 
himself  iMeowtable  to  .  no  human  tribunal.  Be 
yieldiii  the  rein  to  his  passicais  and  appetites,  spnms 
tl^e  adyie^  and  counsel  of  the  parents  who  have 
pf&red  him.;  wd,  lannehing  forth  into  the  depths 
ol  infidelity  and  immwality,  he  professes  to  hoU 
in  the  Meet  sovereign  contempt  the  opkuons  nxA 
approbation  of  the  better  pari  of  soeiety.^  Under 
Ike  mii^nidii^  infiucinde  of  a  mind  thus  oonetituted 
f4id  directed,  he  leaves  the  pateraal  roof  without 
d^er  hairibg  entottahiedi  a  feeling  c^  veneration  or 
^reepeod  far  its  inm^tei^  and  conse^pient]^  witiiont 
M^reA^  It  ean  seareely  he  hoped,  that  a  graoelen 
y^enth  like  thjft  can  make  a  very  valuable  memfaer 
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q£4a;fik  woialy :  Sanguine  indoed  miutihe  par«s| 
b(9^  wlip  cwk  even  anticipate  his  froward  child's 
$^  eicape  frqm  the  gallows.  Sach,  however^  ii( 
the  e^wsatiQfi  giy^fi  1;o  hie  chUdreiii  by  almost 
^Tery  iwq  iii  the  coantry ;  and  such  is  the  maimer 
bk  whieh  the  yGiuthful  mind  is  prepared  to  discharge 
tbe  importaot  duties  of  life. 

As  fi  Cenadian  seldom  expects  any  share  of  the 
pejtemal  property  until  after  his  father's  demise^ 
when  he  has  attained  his  twenty-first  year  he  goei| 
into  the  wUdernesa  $  and,  hi^ving  sedected  a  suitable 
lot  of  land,  he  either  obtains  a  grsuat  of  it  from 
gqirerament^  or  purchases  it  on  long  credit  from 
9qmp  private  individual.     Having  settled  the  pre-^ 
jiiminaries,  he  goes  immediately  to  work.    First^ 
jQe  builds  a  house,  thbn  mAi'nes  a  wife,  and,  hMif 
of  all,  asksf  himself  the  important  question,  ^^  How 
fihall  I  maintain  her?"    But  the  answer  is  alweys 
at  hand.    ^^  Here  is  a  fertile  soil  imd  a  propitioujp 
^^cUmate!    Cultivate  the  former  with  diligence, 
^^  and  the  latter  will  second  your  endeayours,  an4 
^^  tba  eart);  ^iU  briqg  forth  her  fruits  in  due  sef^' 
f*  l^n  I"    Coiivineed  of  this  truth;i  )ie  commence^ 
house^k^epiog^  frequently  without  a  dollar  in  hip 
ppeket)  or  eny  thing  equivalent  in  hi^  podisesnien, 
and  f^tirely  dq>ende^t  oa  the  precarious  credit  of 
his  J^^m^  fot  hia  prsjt  year's  s^bsistence.    Thes9 
^701^4  be  disheartening  oircwnstanoea  to  an^r  onf 
b|it  mi  JV^c^nean;  and  would  damp  the  ardour  of 
mm4f  M^  aU  appees^mice  much  better  prepared  fo^ 
«n9<MWtering  tb^  i^M  of  life  with  manly  fortitude^ 
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than  are  those  of  the  generality  of  Catiadiaiu. 
But  difficulties,  which,  in  other  countries,  wovld 
appear  almost  insurmountable,  are  regarded  in 
America  as  the  merest  trifles;  and,  being  met  with 
unyielding  perseverance,  are  invariably  overcome. 
The  hope  of  independence,  and  the  conviction  of 
its  being  attainable  by  every  man  who  will  jnto- 
perly  exert  himself,  invigorate  the  weakest  arm, 
and  stimulate  the  feeblest  effort  towards  its  ultimate 
acquirement. 

It  is  frequently  a  dark  and  cloudy  day  on  which 
4he  young  Canadian  becomes  the  master  of  himself , 
^and  enters  on  the  busy  scenes  of  life ;  but  he  has 
lived  long  enough  in  the  land  of  his  fathers  to  have 
obtained^  by  desultory  observation,  some  slight 
knowledge  of  the  aspect  of  the  heavens :  And, 
how  dense  soever  the  clouds  may  be,  he  knows 
that  the  star  of  independence  is  glittering  in  all  its 
radiance  beyond  them.  To  that,  his  eye  is  steadfly 
directed  $  and  though  he  is  only  able  to  catch  an 
occasional  glimpse  of  the  inspiring  orb,  as  the 
clouds  pass  heavily  before  it,  yet  even  these  intei^ 
fulgent  bursts  not  only  serve  to  re-animate  his 
efforts,  but  also  to  illuminate  his  otherwise  uncheer^ 
fttl  path.  Independence  is  ever  the  Cynosare  of 
a  Canadian,  and  spite  of  all  the  discouragemmts 
under  which  he  labours  in  his  first  establishment^— 
being  destitute  alike  of  mental  and  pecuniary 
resources, — he  generally  succeeds  in  attaining  the 
object  of  his  pursuit,  before  the  lapse  of  half  a 
dozen  year^.     Within  this  period  ho  is  frequently 
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enabled^  oat  of  the  bare  produce  of  his  labours^  to 
pay  for  his  farm  and  discharge  his  other  debts^ — ^to 
provide  himself  with  the  necessary  implements  of 
agriculture^ — and  to  buy  in  a  quantity  of  stock 
sufficient  to  answer  his  immediate  demands.  It  is 
certain^  that  for  this  he  must  labour  hard :  Six  days^ 
and  I  lament  to  say,  too  often  seven  days  in  the 
week  are  spent  in  unremitting  toil ;  while  little 
attention,  is  paid  to  any  thing  but  the  extension  of 
his  farm  and  the  enlargement  of  his  barns.  ^^  Let 
"  us  eat,  drink,  and  labour,  for  to-morrow  we 
^'  shall  live,"  is  the  language  of  his  heart.  It  ia 
certainly  delightful  to  see  how  contentedly  he  re- 
iiret  to  his  cottage  each  successive  evening  after 
the  labours  of  the  day  are  over,  and  when  he  has 
refreshed  himself  with  sdeep,  how  he  rises  with  the 
sun  to  resume  with  wonted  diligence  his  toilsome 
avocations.  For  the  first  five  or  six  years,  the  pri- 
mitive log-hut  affords  him  an  asylum,  and  he  sel- 
dom manifests  much  anxiety  to  multiply  its  exter- 
nal decorations.  His  furniture  is  never  of  the 
most  costly  description,  and  is  seldom  cumbersome. 
A  bed-stead,  roughly  fadwn  out  with  a  felling-axe  $ 
the  sides,  posts,  and  ends  held  together  in  screeching 
trepidation  by  strips  of  Bass-wood  bark  ;  a  bed  of 
fine  field-feathers  ;  a  table,  that  might  be  taken  for 
a  victualler's  chopping-block ;  four  or  five  benches 
of  the  same  rude  mechanism ;  and  the  indispensa-r 
ble  apparatus  for  cooking  and  eating,  compose  the 
tout  ensemble  of  a  Canadian's  household  furniture. 
He  seems  to  have  no  idea  of  cottage  comfort,  and 
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sieldbm  evinces  atity  inclination  io  make  Ins  hut  e^eii 
tolerably  pleasant.  It  is  frequently  so  fall  of 
^  loop-holes/'  that  the  morning  sun  or  win^ 
blast,  according  to  the  season  of  the  year,  salutes 
the  inhabitants  long  before  the  doors  abd  window* 
shatters  are  unclosed.  In  the  summer,  however, 
this  is  on  the  whole  an  advantage ;  and  in  the  win- 
ier,  a  good  fire  in  a  great  meajHure  coutateraots  any 
Unpleasant  effects  of  which  it  might  otheirwise  be 
productive. 

If  a  Canadian  can  keep  up  his  supply  of  pork  juid' 
pumpkin-pie,  of  molasses  and  sour  crout^  of  tea 
and  Johnny  cake,— which  he  seldom  fails  to  teoom* 
plish, — he  feels'  perfectly  indifferent  regardinf^ 
those  household  conveniences  which  are  not  so 
eminently  useful.  His  ^  better  half  also,  look- 
ing forward  like  himself  to  days  of  greater  pros- 
perity, is  quite  reconciled  to  her  present  humble 
condition,  if  she  can  but  obtain  occasional  permis- 
sion to  exhibit  herself  at  ^^  a  quilting  bee,"  or  in  a 
ball-room ;  at  both  of  which  she  is  received,  if  not 
as  already  the  possessor,  yet  as  the  presumptive 
mistress,  of  a  splendid  mansion,  which,  thda^  at 
the  time  only  a  castle  in  ih4  air^  will  certainly  one 
day  be  built. 

When  six  or  seven  years,  at  most,  have  beea 
^nt  in  the  humble  retirement  of  the  log^faat^  oar 
hero  finds  himself  out  of  debt ;  and  jusi  a»  lie  kae 
firmly  estaUished  his  character  for  indastiy,  andl 
is  in  a  fair  way  tot  realizing  an  ample  fertundy  he 
beeomeir  discontented  with  his  mode  of  lifo^<attd( 
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resolves  to  build  himself  a  mansion  more  suited  to 
liis  taste  than  the  ^  wood-built  shed/'  For  the 
more  speedy  and  effectual  fulfilment  of  his  pur-^ 
pose^  he  mortgages  his  farm  to  some  neighbour- 
mg  merchant,  Who  furnishes  him  with  building 
materials  of  every  description^  and  renders  him 
evwy  assistance  in  his  power  towards  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  magnificent  design.  The  mansion 
is  finished  in  the  most  tasteful  manner^  and  suit- 
able furniture  is  procured:  The  family  remove 
into  it,  and,  for  a  year  or  two,  all  things  go 
on  with  tolerable  smoothness.  Having  now  a  fine 
house  in  the  midst  of  a  well-cleared  farm,  our 
modem  .  Triptolemus  turns  gentleman ;  for  he 
does  not  deem  industry  any  longer  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  his  family :  His  arm  is  more- 
over so  completely  unnerved  by  the  six  preceding 
years  of  laborious  employment,  that  he  cannot 
with  any  personal  satisfaction  continue  his  exer-« 
tions,  especially  since  he  haa  contracted  such  an 
exceeding  distaste  for  agricultural  pursuits.  Hus^ 
bandry  now  appears  to  him  a  very  tedious  mode 
of  realizing  a  fortune ;  he  therefore  resolves  .on 
turning  his  attention  to  some  more  rapid  and,  as 
he  thinks,  gentlemanly  means  of  becoming  opu- 
lent. He  tries  gambling,  horse-racing,  and  a  thou<^ 
sand  other  schemes  for  effecting  his  object;  and, 
finding  none  of  them  successful,  but  rather  other* 
wise^  he  resorts,  with  the  wreck  pf  his  property^ 
to  the  tavern,  where  he  spends^  his  days,  and  fre- 
quently his  nights  too,  engaged  with  the^  lowesi 
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fjupaaj^^awed  tp.  •l^.riqg.^tli  weeds  in  abundaoice  ; 
his.fti^c]^  isF  neglectpdf.wd  hk^  fiajpiily.^EJoy  no  por-^ 
tion  of  ^If(  re^rd^t:  PreaeniUy  the  merchant., pro* 
4m^i!^hja  pipirtg^e,  .aiid:wi]{Ktaipn  tl^  payment  of 
hi9  ]^ouD,t.  The  farm  id  now  aold;  aqid^  with  t^ 
balance  that  remaii^  when  all  his  debts  iire  dis- 
ojiarged,  the  Canadian  ente|»  .  into  various  4pe- 
culationSj  apd  when  he  has  proved  unsuocessful  in 
most  of  them,  and  has  soarcely  a  stiver. lefjt^  l^e 
jE^in  penetrates  the  wilderness^  and  b^gi^  the 
clearing  of  another  farnp  •  in  tjie  saine^  ^de^titut^ 
condition  as  he  was  many  years  before^. ej^oe^bg: 
thai  he  has  not^  a  family  of  half  a  dozen,  chi^d]^ 

to  maintain. i;:   ;  'i- 

tp  this* clie^ess  manner^  the  iMforit];:^ ^.j^ 
people  of  Upper  Canada  spin  out  the  thr^^^^fp 
the^  existence^  without  ever  attaining  tl^t,i^ji|a-^ 
nept  comfort  and  independence  which  ^nyrothpj^ 
people  oh  earthy  with  the  same  advantages^.f^i]^ 
not  ^il  to  secure.  .  A  pasual  observer,  pasaji^ 
f;hrough/the  count ry^  and  beholding  so  many^.%K 
farms  khd  excellent  habitation^,  would  imMWi^^ 
thai  the  people  were  in  the  most  unviable  circi}!!!^;, 
stance's;  but  a  diligent  eng^uiry  injto  their j^tij^ 
condition  would  {>roduce  very,  different,  cp^ii^ 
tions.  I  think  it  would  not  be  ^^^^£  ^^0  ifg\  ^ 
say,  that,  notwithstanding  the  s.nperior  ^l  |WI^ 
climate  which  peculiarly  distinguish!  ^^^  .^^^tS^  ASl 
Upper  Canadian,  there  could  not  be  selecffd^j^e^ 
former  oat  of  every  twenty,  who  would  be.  wortk 
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mxpeoe^,  if  his  d^Ud  were  pei^ :  And  all  thus  may 
be  fairly  attribated  to  their  idlenesg^  immorality, 
and  specalattveneM*  Having  laboured,  as  I  have 
before  obgerved,  with  great  diligence  for  several 
years,  they  no  sooner  demonstrate,  by  the  effects 
which  this  labour  produces,  that  ^^  induBtry  is  rtcheSj^ 
than  they  resolve  on  squandering  their  timd  in 
practices,  which,  surrounding  examples  might  con- 
vince them,  are  almost  invariably  the  ruin  of  those 
to  whom  they  become  familiar.  It  is  true,  there 
are  instances  of  persons  commencing  their  career 
in  the  manner  which  I  have  described,  who  soon 
attain  to  independence:  But  they  are  rare;  or, 
when  compared  with  the  number  of  those  who  fail 
in  their  ejBTorts  to  accumulate  property  by  des^ 
perate  or  unlikely  means,  they  are  as  one  to  a 
thousand. 

It  is  also  lamentable  to  reflect,^  that  even  those 
who,  by  a  more  patient  continuance  in  agricultu- 
ral pursuits  than  the  characters  to  whom  I  have 
just  alluded,  are  enabted^to  acquire  a  larger 
property,  at  length  partake  of  the  same  spirit  of 
improvidence,  and  generally  see  the  end  of  their 
wealth  before  the  end  of  their  lives.  They  have 
then  no  need  to  be  reminded  that.  When  death 
arrives,  they  wilt  have  to  give  up  their  possessions 
f  o  the  nearest  heir :  For  their  iftctual  riches  have 
already  taken  to  themselves  wings;  and  the  penny- 
less  tod,  With  the  heir-loom  axe  for  his  only  for* 

Teu  n.  -         "H 
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tvBciefy  ik^tfimpMo^Uf^Mek  out  *  other  propetty  in. 
ib0)]^tMe0B'WiklMtieto. 

' '  A^ MiMes^AiI'  fuuMT  eommcmly  becomes  a  tavem- 
k^^r,  imd  €if  course  a  deep  speculator.  He  lays 
ieutldi  pt^pdfty  m  the  erection  of  extensiye  build- 
ings/ becomes  a  re^ulietr  tippler^  neglects  his  busi- 
ness^ a|id  very  soon  finds  himself  at  the  bottom  of 
Us  pttrse^  which,  untbrtunately.  for  him^  does  not 
often  resemble  Pandoora^shox^  in  being  inlaid  with 
hope.:  With'regttrd'  to^the  vice  of  intemperance, 
it3»'^utiiyMsadly  acknowledged  that  nine-*tenths  of 
thet<!!axiadians'wfaQ  .socctoed  in'  the  acqainiticm  of 
prb^ri}^  in'  early  Kia,  not  <ndy  squander  it  away 
'buiadtmdlyshoften  their  own  lives  by  thaimme* 
d^ts^'  usp  of  ardent  tiquovs.  At  this  momttit  I 
'4JAnJcaH  to  recollection  no  less  than  six  instaaoes  of 
^fpneibatur^dissolation,  which  have  fallen  within  my 
lii^f' observation  during  the  last  twelve  .  months ; 
lttid}>^r^  one*  of  these  has  been  attributed  to^habits 
tcifdidbipatioa. 

' '^  HMre  is.tto  country  in  the  world,  which  affoids 

^^^freatorv&ctiities  than  Canada  for  tbeiSjcqaireBtmit 

'4fi  oojnfort  and  in4epeindence ;  and  yei  an  impaokial 

^Inquiry  into  the  actual  condition  of  its  inhabitsnts 

^Uielearly  shew,  that/  in^tiie  Sngikh  aooeptatfon 

'!€^i4Ate9eimird«»,  there  are  not  many  exataiidestof 

^'4hd^>]iind^M^le8s|  in  the'Uppcar  •Proiirinoeij     Hf^ 

-afii^btionateK  solicitude,  of  a.pamnJb  D^p^otii^  ilie 

-  fiutum  pTOspeokr  ofi  hisf«iniiy>iiB\;se]da]ii  fdUrlfy  a 

Canadian*    Be  begAn  without  ta^  ^Jtmg  /hias^lf> 
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End  why  may  not  hi^ckildbres^d^^tb^flMieli  Why 
may  uot  they  meet  with  tibftxtMb^  ^iiioeMStlifhioh 
encouraged  him^  no  longiaath^TMhirift^^fiei^ 
former  fertility,  m\d  laiui  may: bo  »bougibyl  .qqi^sukIi 
equitable  and^easy  termsl  The  in^^ffpm^§t^9ifif  ' 
such  a  person  has  no  stable  .fraiiKbi^^ 
country  no  fertile  and  06  lihihlyciKhabited  prc^at^ 
such  numerous  avenaes  to  M&irdompeteaioy^  Uiat 
no  man  looks  with  gl^amg^  fotebodinga4Q.^tiie 
future;  nor  does  he  findnny  <iQ«qfaonvtaregr<p4<blB 
improyidenoe^  until  his  healthan^  Btreogtfa^biegjti 
to  fail,  when  his  boasted  indepteidenoa  pro^^earto 
be  a  bruis^  reed,  tdbiclL  is  jaot  aUe^  to.aAiB^cfaiia 
support*  TheCmiadianahave  no  juf^AAolioiilifOf 
that  real  iildependeiiee>  whiob  ia  tibe  glorjiTf  of :  a 
BfitoOy-^^to  have  it  in  his^  po^ertorefleotrati^the 
close  of 'life>  that  he  has  maintained  bimselfi  md 
his  family  with  honesty^  and.is  .aULoy^ottJt^ol^^tbe 
fraita  of  his  industry,  ta  leavd  tk^n  a  dfi^M^thfor-p 
tune  when  he  dies.  It  is  a  lot  4o  i»/iiiit^ti9^^ 
^en  liach  a  number. of  the  gAoditiilQgs  of-ntbil  life 
are  «moeded,:as  wiU  enable  us  ia  a  g^iitimMmre 
4o< east. off  all  ease,  about  temppr*l.li}tiiT)t(y^,Vke 
the  liliea  o£  the  fidld  wfaiok  ^^ttoil  nott  HQithi^  4o 
^titeyispinv"  and  to  employ. odr  time  in,  th^rinstruc- 
'  iiohi  of  ounrelTw  and  ffuenilios^riprmakiQgf^aiiita^le 
prpvisioa  for  theur  future  cesffiMtabilit^^-otidrtf^ 
it  i»\bikhp,M  tiia&sqniB  portioii;  ofou^-aartlilyTrest  . 
'  s^iatiU  Imisbc^empk^^iedk^  BBfanibq;r.£t»r oKrsf Ive^ 
Kbon.Wf^  may  ^est  secura/^  th^  rest  that  remajnetl) 
to  the  people  of  God." 
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Instead  of  advancing  in  th6  noeie  of  civHfzation^ 
as  tnigKt  '^a^y  be  done^  the  people  of  this  fine 
Province  abtually  appear  to  be  daily  retrograding 
in  every  thing  which  gives  a  charm  to  existence. 
I  question  if  there  be  a  man  in  the  Province,  who 
can  say,  ^^  My  father  commenoefd  the  vl^orld  with 
**  very  limited  resources,  and  yet  acquired  a  con- 
*^  siderable  property,  of  which  I  am  now  the  pos- 
''  sessor.  He  lived  and  died  without  the  benefits 
*'  of  education ;  but,  feeling  in  himself  the  need  of 
*^  it,  and  having  continual  experience  of  the  embar* 
*'  rassments  to  which  his  want  of  information 
^  exposed  him,  he  took  care  that  his  children  should 
^^  not  be  without  instruction*  The  greatest  part 
'^  of  his  long  life  was  spent  in  wearisome  toil ;  but> 
^^  by  the  prudent  management  of  his  affairs,  his 
'^children  are  enabled  to  devote  a  large  propor- 
^'  tion  of  their  time  to  literary  pursuits,  and  are 
'^  seldom  necessitated  to  engage  in  manual  la* 
^'  bour.'? 

No ;  but,  ^*  I  have  myself  got  through  the  world 
*^  unassisted  by  my  parents,  and  let  my  children 
^^  do  the  same,"  is  the  dying  sentiment  by  which 
most  Americans  conclude  their  last  will  and  tes- 
tament. 

But  the  subject  is  far  from  being  agreeable,  and 
I  dismiss  it  with  painful  sensations*  I  never  reflect 
upon  it,  much  less  write  upon  it,  without  its 
lexciting  a  state  of  mind  which  every  prudential 
consideration  should   induce   me   to  avoids      To 
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know  what  the  inhabitants  of  thifi  highly-favoured 
Province  are,  and  to  reflect  on  what  they  might 
be  if  they  were  under  the  proper  influence  of 
moral  and  religious  instruction,  cannot  fail  to 
affect  most  sensibly  the  mind  of  every  friend  to 
his  species* 


:•   '    »     '•:(. 


h3 


.  I.  »l  • 
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tEf  TIER  XXX. 

HANNER9     AND   CCST0M8   IN    UPPER    CANADA WANT   OF   EXCITE- 

.  MENtS  TO  VfiNTAYl  illPIlOTEMENT  —  GENERAL  WANT  OF  EDV- 
CA'^tOH*— ANtCDOTE^— Vi^LUAte£  NATURE  OF  JUVENILE  LABOUR 
««^UEQIIL^I¥E-   liw^ixTUVVmS     FOR.    TUB     ENCOURAQBMENT    OF 


ENt)OWEt)  las  the  Upper  Canadians  undoabtedty 
arQ  with  str:ong  liataral  intellect^  and  finding  them- 
selves able  to  struggle  through  the  world  without 
any  ^reat  portion  of  learning,  they  consider  the 
possession  bf  it  a  trivial  advantage.  If  the  farmer 
can  tetl  'how  many  pounds  of  wheat  are  contained 
in  a  'Winchester  1>iishel;  if  the  mechanic  can  point 
ou?  ilic^  diSerence  between  an  oblong  square  and 
an  eqmlateral  triangle;  and  if  the  merchant  has 
acquired  such  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of 
aritiimetic  as  may  teacli  him  to  disregard  the 
systematic  order  of  ^  the  Tutor,"  and  to  practrae 
Addition  aiid  Multiplication,  without  tbe  interven- 
tion df^btraction;— thefy  esteem  themselres  pos- 
sessed'of  all  the  essentnd  "kiibWlddg^  appertaining 
to  their  respectiv^e  profes^oniif.  ^1*6  ifliythtf'^trttt, 
tbe  Canadian  feels  not  the  radTccS  p^indrpSe  "Mftecfa 
stimulates  the  mind  to  lictiv^  ^^A^iem^^^tlDA 
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supports   it    under  olose    and  unremitting  appli- 
cation. 

Fame  is  the  spar  that  the  pure  spirit  doth  raise. 
To  scorn  delights,  and  live  kborious  days. 

.  But  this  powerful  induceme.nt  to  hard  study 
does  not  exist  in  Canada^  because  literature  is  not 
famous  in  the  country.  Tb©  anticipation  of  for- 
tune and  renown,  as  the  certain  Tcward9,  of  Iitera;y 
merit  in  an  enlightened  country^  cannot  th0rft{bre 
find  scope  for  operation  in  the  mind  of  a^Canadian. 
He  is  not  one  of  those  who  '^  leave  all  ftriMtner 
things  to  low  ambition/'  and  who  spend  their  . 
strength  in  climbing  the  difficult  and  at^ep  ai^^^pt 
of  Parnassus ;  but  is  content  to  continuei  (n  att 
l^aify  senses  as.  you  please>  ^^  a  child!  of  the  eartb*^ 
CE?  loffjks  around  him,  and  plainly  discovers  that  a 
superior  education  is  by  no  means  neces^aiy  to 
qualify. him  for  the  highest  situation  in  Ui£|  ^and : 
J^or,  he  finds,  that  the  greatest  part  of  tho«^  who 
^11  official  situations,  afe  as  ignorant  a»..hinisflf ; 
;whil6  some^  who  ase  fitted  by  their  talents  for  the 
.comiietent,  discharge  of  any  duty,  are  dn^g^ng 
oqt  their  existence  wholly  undistinguished  from 
th^  vulgar  herd  by  whom  they  are  8urrpun4^<l- 
Con  it  be  expected,  then^  that  a  youQg  maup  i^ith 
wpH.  examples  before  him^  however:  gifted,  by 
nature,  wUl  make,  any  strenuous  exertionis  fpr  the 
atjtainment  of  tl^at  knowledge  which  can  neither 
make  Um.  more  respectable  in  the  eyes  of  his 
4K>untrymen,  nor  procHre  him  any  other  personal 
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adK^Qotage  9    A  ^eil^nfMni^  ttihd  hius;  it  is  eer- 
Ukif  iDHumerable*  tomet  of  mtellec^tuBl    enjoy- 
ment^  ttiiknowii  td   the  uneducated,  and  which 
al(»e  are  in  my  opinion  a  sufficient  reward  for 
niaay  years  of  okxie  applioation.    Bat  you  might 
as  well 'expeofc  a  blind  man  to  distinguish  colours, 
as  a  youth  without  education  to  appreciate  the 
delights  of  learning :    And  how  can  he  be  allured 
by  that  of  which  he  is. not  sensible?    I  question 
whether  any  man  who  is  oompelleki  to  earn  his 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  would  be  willing 
to  dev^pte  one  half  of  his  time  to  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge,  purely*  out  of  a  lore  for  learning; 
Archimedes  could  have  raised  the  world  from  its 
orbit,  if  he  had  been  able  to  find  out  a  fulcrum  for 
his  lever;   and,  in  like  manner,  it  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  man's  will,  and, — unless  he  om»  tion^ue^ 
his  a,WA  obstinaoy^^t  is  therefore  out  of  his  power^ 
p^^eptly  tpHuind^rgo  that  ^^  weariness  of  the  flesh" 
wjxich  Oft  Qcensioned  by  ^  much  study'*  unlelM  he 
alf  p;i»ui  find  out  a  fulcriuti  for  his  lever,-*-^  a  glimjfMae 
of  future  &me,  or  futoi^  wealth,  without  one»f 
which  for  its  foundation,  his  machinery  would  be 
almost  uU?r]y  powerless. 

Inquire  of  the  poet^  wherefore  he  eonsumes  his 
midn^ht  oi}  in  drimkiniif  from  Uie  pure  stream  of 
classicy^  antiquity, — or  why  he  submits  to  many 
^ore  tfaroatii  ia.  his  Equally  untimely  .^ramblee 
through  the  air^  uncovered^  perhaps  out  of 
reverence  to. the  mean,-~orfor  what  piii)>oMhe 
impairs  \m   constitution   in    profound  faistoiieal 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


EDUCATION^  ]13 

research,  and  pbilosophiit^iiB^tottgAtioii^ — and  he^ 
will  tell  you  that  ho  hi  ^eag^ged  in/ftbe^ompMiticm: 
of  an  Epio  Poem^  with  whbhhe  jneaii»  t^  raiite  n 
moDumeut  to  hiinMi£-^^  momitfsduiivg  tjian  brails." 
— Is  it  merely  frona  «  «iem)ii4 v^tio^  of  knowledge 
being  preferable  to  ignoraoce^  that  the  (rtatesnttts^ 
endeavours  to  mak^  his  mind  familiar  with  th^ 
resources^  the  capabilities^  and  theeogtotnji^of'ev^ry 
nation  on  earth,  thai  he  diyes  deep.int»  the  »&AAa  , 
of  politics  and  dacrificas  innumerabla  enjoym^f »  of 
which  he.  might  otherwise  partake^  for  the  dttdia^ 
meot  of  these  objects  I  Would  he  dotlrie^if  he 
did  nothope jiereafter to reoeive the  overwhe^lming 
plauditfi^of  ^Mistening.sMiates/' and 

To  bear  his  blushing  honours  thick  upon  him  ?      .  i    / 

Whfit  could  induce  Demostheneff,  to  oorrect-ibe 
stammering  of  his  voice  by  speaking  with'  pefcBlesi 
iu  li]9  ntottth  ^-*to  remove  the.  distortion  6t  tiii 
features  which  accompanied  hie  uttemn^e^y  ^%J3^ 
ws^^liiiig  the  motion*  of  the  fiuoial  nevvet  kiM^'iifif«/ 
r^r  ;-^Q  make  his  ammcistiDnilood  andem^lM^^ 
by  frequenting  thesteepest  and  most  Uxteveb^Wtittkii  ^ 
~ta  harangue  upon  the  seaHsfaore^  whetl  the  ttr4i^k 
were  tmeommoBly  tempestnomr,  that  he  might  ^he 
better  accustom  fainself  to  tbetioicseatid  tumal'te  i^ 
a  popular  assembly  ;^-^and  to  make  use  of  vaH^Mrs' 
other  singular  methods^  which,  he  kneW/woilld' 
promote  hie  ^danliog  fugeet t  Wu  •  it  wdt,  tkU;  he 
mig^fe^  obtain  the' api^auMsef  hte  ooantry  whMe  he 
iinefU^AI^hfeipt^Miinent  attainments  s»  a  jkiblie 
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c^>eaker,  and  tiitiVmfter  hm  deoeme;^  the  deep  im*' 
predion  ofrbw  powers  might  live  ia Use reeollMitkni^ 
tod  dwell  on  the  minds^  of  all  who  beard  himf 

It  is  needlesn^  however^  to  eohtinne  the  subject: 
The  feelings  of  every  eduoated  individaal  ara  a 
suflScient  demonstration  of  my  argument^  and  I 
desire  no  better  criterion  of  the  jadgment  which  I 
have  formed*  Take  away  from  mankind  the  hope 
of  fame  and  distinction,  of  wealth  and  honour; 
and  farewell  to  poets,  philosophers^  and  onrtbrii, 
and  all  that  is  great  and  noble  in  the  hnmhn  heant^ 
Were  such  a  misfortune  tabefal  Great  Briiwa^rits 
population  wouM  in  a  few  years  become  aaiUitfeatil 
and  ignorant  as  the  present  inhabitants  of  ClfinadBi 
The  beautiful  lines  of  Gray,  «  //u  >  >i 

Full  many  a  gem  of  purett  ray  aerene,  "'   , 

The  dark  unfathom*d  caves  of  ocean  bear,  &c. 

we,l9r.aught  I  know^  aa  applicable  to  Gana4a(  qs 
to  any  other  part  of  the  world,  whether  youiregar4 
thfi  lOMtgeryTof  thepoet  an  imagery^  or  coptftrpe  it 
ttoooiMlingio.  jtoUtetal  meanisg*  For  tl»  I«al|fl«rPl 
Ontatioy^Biie,  and  Huron .«re>oceani^»in  thc^ir  tiiff^, 
darkness,^  aad  de{4b>  #n4  may  possiblyt  bi^  yfflgr 
fruttfoi  in ^^ gems;'-  andno^hingeap-be!  inore;e^ 
ihiw.  £Mr^^  flowers  to  Uoshunse^p^"  .  ;    t,c 

And  waste  their  fragrance  in  the  desert  air, 

aMidft  1ikevintermu[iaUeifore>ts<]|iA«9i»       ^  ii  '<> 
,    Ypnttay  parobaUy>aiippose^t4ia|a90A?«^ 
this  eounify.x)aUedto  fiUiughfStatiQitf^^ 
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be  deeply  iropressed  with  a  sehieof  Whbir:  ownr  Ae^ 
ficiences,  when  Babjected  to  ffameof ^koee  rhortifymg 
exposures  which  are  in  suoh  ea«es»  inevitable,  dnd 
would  be  induced  to  procar&'  for  their  diildren 
those  advanti^esof  edubatioir  wfaidi  were  denied 
to  themselves.  You  must  however  recollect^  tha4r 
the  personifications  of  ig^norance  and  knowledg^e^ 
according  as  they  advtoce  in  their  respective  de- 
jgrees  of  comparison,  not  only  become  less  sensible 
of  their  own  peculiarities,  but  increase  in^  that 
mutual  depreciation  of  each  other  which  the  totri 
estrangement  of  their  di&rent  pursuits  in*  calcu- 
lated to  inspire*  Thus,  the  inaa^  wiia  w  destitute  of 
eli  acquired  information^  has  never  b^cBisensible  .of 
his  own  ignorance,  and  cannot  perceive  dhcadvmi* 
tages  of  learning*  The  Canadians  have:  also  a 
liberal  portion  of  vanjty  in  their  compqution ;  the 
consequence  of  which  is,  that  the  most  ignorant 
tfmong  theni  will  frequently  sufi^se  .himself  the 
alosV  enlightened.  '   ^ 

'  A  few  days  ago  When  ki  <Gonipeiiyw  with'  a 
inumber  of  gentlemen,  one  of  them,  who  was  a 
Jnstice  of  the  Peace  and  a  Field-officM  fan  the 
illiHtia,  handed  .^e  a  newspaper,  at  the  same  time 
€Site6fing  my  attention -to  a  particidar  advertise- 
ment in  its  columns.  It-related  to  a*  volwne  of 
miscellaneous  poems,  recently  published^  and  um*^ 
ply  stated^  as  usual,  in  conclusion,  that  ^^  the  price 
of  the  abovi^  work  is  Si;  9d*  in  grAhii  As^  kk  boaMh^ 
'«RfMS^4^i>^  viilMriiee|K''^  When  I  retttmed  the  pi^r 
t44aM>t]^  'ttUntfin^  ai^  thing  remat^aUe^  m  this 
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advwtifl^iiient^  tl^.  l^^rned  aqiiire  seevied  a  good 
4?ai  rarpriaad,  and  asj^ed,  in  a  tone  of  -  astonish^ 
mmt^  if  I  did  Bot  think  it  sin^ularf  that  the 
Wthor  would  take  any  thing  but  cash  for  a  pro* 
diction  of  that  ki^d^  particularly  when  th?  priee 
wwao  low?  I  replied^  it  did  not  appear  to  me 
that  be  proposed  to  take  any  thing  else*  ^*  Oh  I 
<^  ye9/'  said  he,  ^'  all  kinds  of  tratik,  or  at  laest 
^^  several.  Did  not  you  observe^  that  he  ofl^n  to 
\*'  eicchange  the  book  for  either  graifi^  baarA^  or 
f  ^  sh^  V^  I  never  had  so  nmoh  difficulty  in  pne*- 
sejcving.the  gravity  of  my  countenance :  For  nfi9» 
of  the  company  >appeared  to  understand  tbe.nieaq.* 
ing  of  the  terms ;  and  eaqh  of  th^m  actually  Iancie4i 
that  be  could  obtain  a  copy  of  the,  wcrH  Ips.  * 
busbei  of  wheats  a  few  handled  feetpf  boardsyr.pr 
wm^  of  mutton.  As  they  seemed  to  «njb^ci)^ 
Ittuebtpleasttre  from,  a  perusal  <>f  the  ppeipp^  and 
w^re.fldl. acquainted  witjb  the;  author^  l  di4  no^ 
tUnk  it  necessary  to  undeceive  thffl(i,--agre^g 
with  the  pociti  that  r 

Where  ignorance  is  bliss  'tis  folly  to  be  wise. 

^  The  inestimable  advantages,  xasulting  £mA  n 
weH^ducated  and  enlightened  popnlaHoo^  amoxA 
be  BKperieiiced  in  Gaaadafor  many.  yeairB  tOiComsb. 
The  ^reat  mass  of  the  people  one  «t  praadnt  cosm- 
ptetely  ignorant  even  of  the  rttdisneiito  of  ttiw  rtnsi 
veofnMon '  learning.  Very  £Eiwjdan«i either  veiwlitir 
^t^ite^;  atMl'paJiretits,  vi^iLre  ignpiMitllheinaetTeqy 
possess  so  slight'  a  relish^f!^  titemfture^  *uk  nm^^ 
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little  aoquaintl^d  l^ith  its  '  adyaiitag^es,  that  the;^ 
feel  scarcely  any  anxiety  to  hdve  the  nii^da  of 
their  children  cultivated.  The^  axiom  of  the  ^fetili 
philosopher  does  not  seem  to  have  obtained  with 
the  inhabitants  of  Canada^  for  they  wrll  not 
believe,  that  "knowledge  is  power;'*  and,  being 
convinced,  that  it  is  not  in  the  nature  6f  **  book- 
learned  skill"  to  improve  the  expertness  of  their 
sons  in  hewing  wood,  or  the  rtodiness  of  their 
daughters  in  spinning  flait,  they  coniifider  it  & 
misapplication  of  nioney  to  spend  any  sUm  in 
obtabiing  instruction  for  their  offspring.  Nothing 
cata  afford' a  stronger  proof  of  thei^irtdilTerenc*  in 
this  respect,  than  the  circumstance  of  their  eleot- 
ing  men  to  represent  tfaem  in  the  Pfoviftcial  Par- 
liament, "whose  attainments  in  lehrnlng  are,  it 
many  instances,  exceedingly  small,  and  siMEnetiiHeir 
db  hot  pass  beyond  the  hom-bdok.  I  harre  iir^self 
bferM  present  in  the  Honourable  House  of  A^iiembly, 
wllen  some  of  the  members,  on^  being  callefd^^c^ 
be  Chairmen  of  Committees,  were^  undef  4^he  UIjI^ 
agreeable  and  humiliating  necessity  of  requesting 
other  members  to  read  the  Bills  before  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and,  thmi,  as  the  diffnriBhi  cietnses  i#tre 
rejected  or  adopted,  to  request  these  their  "proKiM 
toatgRify  the  same  in  the  common  inode  .of  writ*' 
ingt  I  have;  He  eeqoahitaiiee '  With'  any  .ofr  j;be9e 
gentienienv  nor  the •  most' distant '>ct>nnect|on!w^ 
tfaeif)4Honoutable  House,  bdng  only  fm  oooMMnal 
Bpeetator  of.  te  proceedings)  buiji  fitYW  eouM 
witness  saeh  exposures  of  entire  incapm$ty  m  thieve,. 
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iwilbout'  blfariikrjg'  for  the  ignorance  of  men  in 
stations  so  exalted.  Ignorance,  when  evinced 
onlj  in  the  bosom  of  a  man's  family,  will  pass 
uqnoticed ;  and  if  it  be  displayed  within  the  circle 
of  liis  own  acquaintance,  it  will  excite  compassion : 
Bat  when  it  intrudes  its  mis-shapen  trunk  into 
assemblies,  which,  from  their  very  nature  and 
4Mmstitutton,  are  supposed  to  be  the  seat  of  know- 
led^,  it  becomes,  in  the  greatest  possible  degree, 
contemptible.  DifiSdence,  in  a  man  of  scanty 
acquirements,  invariably  meets  wjth  approbation, 
and  is  the  ceartain  criterion  of  good  sense;  but 
where^  presumption  is  united  in  the  same  person 
with  ignorance,  it  excites  the  universal  detestation 
of  all  sensible  men,  and  speedily  obtains  for  the 
43entre  of  union  the  appropriate  cognomen,  of  ^an 
arrant  fool.''  *»■  • 

As  another  proof  of  the  lamentable,  waul  of 
information  among  the  Canadians,  I  can  positively 
osSert,  that,  during  a  residence  of  five  years  Jn -the 
Province,  I  have  only  seen  two  persons  with  blanks 
in  their  hands,  and  one  of  these  Was  consulting  a 
medical  publication  for  the  cure  of  a  disease  under 
which  he  laboured.  Indeed  the  scarcity  of  books 
initli*  toimtry-parts  of  Canada,  is  nearly  ad  gt^t 
iSHivthbit^o^^pine«l^les  on  the  smnmit  of  SwcyWr 
tion^i  I  ^osAnot'-Msily  account  for  the  ftctv^^t 
«<ei(reti'(ii)qpe^[>ets9ns>who  hav^^'^  the'b^^eftt  4^  a 
tderablsriedttcaitiiii,  shoHM  ^tei*lNun>  seiche  s^lMwrw 
ifiiivcii  disdiketoAll  kitidv  o§itefeiAikg^  a^  4h^dis7 
plpyy  by/ aehQC^lfdgiog^  witlK)^ii«^  a^  bliifcb^^^f^ihiph 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


maay  of  them  do^  ibat 'they*  ha^iiir.iicmr  read  a 
book  •  thnmgh  since  they  kft  sehool. 

]^any  oircanutanoeeconcMr  to  make:  it  imprac 
tioable  for  the  Canadians^  eVen  if  they  were  cap&-, 
Ue,  ta  educate  their  own  children.  Inrconsequence 
of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  labour,  which  I  have 
already  mentioned^  the  fiurmer  i»  not  only  comr 
peUed  to  devote  himself  entirely  to  the  cultivation 
of  "biff  gtound,  but  abo  to  call-in  the  aid  of  his 
somr^^as  soon  as  they  are  able  to  assist  him.  Boys 
of  saven.  oar  eight  years  old  are  put  to  work-in 
Caniida,  and  arQ.kept  at  it  during  the  remainder  of 
their  {lirVM^r— unless  they*  acquire  those  habits  of 
iwholeskse*  which,  I  have  before  observed,  are  bo 
geneitd^aa  to  preclude  the  devotion  of  much  care 
and  jiitention  to  any  honest  or  equitable  sort  of 
trade.  Oxen  are  so  well  trained,  and* horses. in 
geneial  so  devoid  of  mettle,  that  a  little  child  may 
ieftd}  tbc^ ;  and' a  boy  ten  years  old  is  therefctre 
>n0avly  aa  serviceable  to  his  father  as  one  that. is 
eigMeen*  When  the  parent  is  sufficiently  com- 
.foirtasble  to  dispense  with  the  constant  labour  of 
his  son,  schools  are  perhaps  too  remote  from  his 
JhottSe^to  render- them  of  any  value  to  his  children. 
iOffsi'  are  the  a4viwt«gBa  to,  be  derivwid  fnom; a 
«efifti0Q€^  ia  the  midstiof  «<^pndfinfed  aadiilviaiUr 
*,Qksai»ftpdj  statft  pi  so«iety>.<and>;.ninn*rouAi.4re 
.  tjufi  jeivUii  whiffh:  MsiAlt  froiiv  at  msaatff^  fiopidati^n 
'MiiMeared*^vQri«i  widia  4M»di..ciheerJ^ss^Udeifiie«sl  . 

M  WhHa  the  Province  isw  in ;  i$^^  lu£tti<^r  ther;  Smt 
:  pKeia^'QpverameAt  ^vi9€i94  A;di9pOsi4iQo;  to  pip- 
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Crimmtury  tff>*lto'^MhblMflirat Aof  UHijtok  mi  wkA^ 
doll  patiM  mB  the?'Ooi|iiAr9r4v/oTbiit»flfi]^aantf  Mtn^^ 
]Bt«erniidBte9MdM^  Uieo^ukA  of  .tPbrtlMdliJMi<fit^ 
iBMiiiiir  8imoo9V''^h^^^^tdd  l^F86a  .Itiisi|aid^4hi 
^fantaitf jriidemrouirfldtlaobmply  nwilh  tl»47nlnaiyi 

nrntiidntb  Gaca^aS  ^iteoee^^jmplciiingtittis'OMajfikjt 
fti)  a^pf dpriate  ft  certmi<pbrfmB  of  tbei9fialtenlalida 
of  tlwtnvfirat)  ta(iIkerpn9poMr0f  rafting^. ai«idr«<DBB 
tli0fi«Jitittittii»tmdf.l^pd^;d^^  mep^attdbkoaimiar 
iiten^piAaQifci^a^citllbirfbri       .  jinJiwpbf  tbiihiiwiii 

tli«{<i|^iAoipid'  £eotetiiria«»jrf  Sta^iiiiifoifaMi  tbd 
IieglftIiitar^iI»i4ii9fM0^sly  ^mi.pIaitedGtqaiBndd 
tbvihAii  ^piiitiom)  ^  ^The ;  grant  ^  iwy  ^fmmiH wgi|t 
mad^*;l.lucb  aa(l8ndr«ast^iprevioi||l^  Brtcid9iiaili# 
pfMiaredil^aiAdui'  pf  rtksMy  ctheiidainaQiUttniihe 
UJ^yrtwifttiti  \ium  ohatmln^iiy^  tMaU«r:(iaidutlfie{priiii 

i^yaL«lKi*td^4  lmvotJMve^7(•t  lioteffBdlindooi^sb 
jrf^  i^fiavf^  Toajbi.  tlMir^  iR#r|(  4iiV^^o,iMktaAi 

fit<  ttingstto/iooiiduatedrl^  iiN^-il^fbarMooiM 

tmd^^lie  other  M)Kjagaaritr  uodmitlirt  imitsiimii^ 

Mr.  K.  Ooekei^  am  Bttgliahn^^wfcA  if  AaoooaAM 

a  good  mathematiciaii.  -       ..^rrh    iit  -Jood  a 

In  180T^  a. Provincial  statate  was  enabUdAo 
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witabiUi  m  wemimtrf  m  etikty  dinlnH^  jstudii^fe^MM 
the  Citmm  amd  VttuHieBl  M«tliiantMt  worewlyiip^ 
ed  ta  be  teufbi*  .  -  A  nomftw  6f  tvaeleei)  noniiaalMl 
Ir^'tlw  Lieuleimiii^Ob^emM^  were  tD  hecm  thie 
i^ijDokitiiMittof  tbe  toaolletf^  each  lof  wltomrsm 
to.  ^enjoyr  a  eahty^  of.  j£l<K>:  per  aiiiRiin«'  iTheee 
lebooLi  hofB  :bBea  nowfersdme  ttam  eflteUnfaed^ 
aod  meimmy  htip%  that  die  coimtrj  will  deriye  eoof- 
Mferable.  advantage  firoto  the  kiiowledg«  whioli 
they  will  thaa  more;  generally  Aiftue^  Thb  'law 
and  inadeqaate  salary^  koweter^  k  a  subjeot  of 
nmck  regret :  For  few  men^  whose  aeqairemente 
woaM  enable  ihem  to  fulfil,  with  credit  tothem^ 
salma  and  advantage  to  their  paptle^  the  impoort* 
aotjdflBeei  ef  clttBiieal  and  mathemalioal  tatoxii,  ean 
be  ;f tend  willing  to  Mttie  in-  thiawildfof  Uppnr 
QuHda>  JonilM  ^Etbny  of  ji£lO0y-4a  ftim^  vddeh^I 
kl^^fw-fimm^  experience,  is  not  moKe  thaajulBdient 
t0  afliaintain  a  snigle  jonng  man  in  thia  cdimtryi  • 
^i  Jn.l81By  an<4)her  law  wis  paMed  for  tba»  eetab^ 
fiahmeniof  oomnuw  liehoala  m  every  ituMfneliipi; 
bdt  thiatBill  eantitinii  a  olanee^  wbioh  iti  agreat 
degree  vnaden  ihe  whole  Baeaeiire  aboritve*.  It 
deolaree,  thbre  ihall  be  a  lehool  in  n^exy  UMn, 
▼illag^  or  place  in  which  twenty  pupila  caa^  ha 
Mtteoiedi  1^>  each  oi  them  aohooU  £M  wak  to 
be'i*|»pMpkriated«  'Now,  admitting  -  iho  popalatioli 
Attkftt>1»aia  to^amoant  to  ie0^t)(M,-«*abe  fifths  of 
#tem>'na|^  ibt  ^Mipposed  .to'  ha  Mldreh>ffll  Sdt 
Bchool, — the  annual  sum  of  •i£dt6>00O* 'WoilM  be 
Vdj.^jH..  '    ►>  1......  .•    ^ 
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required  to  cbrry  ihe  wheme  into  effect^  whioh  b 
«t  least  three  times  the  amount  of  what  the  pro- 
▼incuU  revenue  was  at  that  time.  The  filot  is^  tin 
BSil  has  altdgether  failed  in  its  dengn.  There  was 
another  clause,  providing  that  the  salary  plropoeed 
i^uld  only  be  given  to  such  teaofaers  as  were 
British  sdbjeots ;  which  created  so  mnoh  jealodsf 
emong  the  peo^die^  that  many  of  them  preferred 
having  no  schools  at  ell,  to  having  them  under  ibt 
sole  direction  of  Europeans  or  Canadians* 
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LETTER  XXXL 

Slktn  OF    RBUOION    AND    MORALS     IN    UPPBft     CAMADA'-»«HORttI]l 

CRIME  OF  SWEARING-* REASONS  FOR  THE  DETERIORATION  IN 
THE  MORALITY  OF  MANT  BCTTLERSo--*  THEIR  INSULATED  8ITU« 
ATION NECESSITY  OF  CHRISTIAN  HffSTRUCTION •>>- AMPLE  PRO- 
VISION FOR  A  RESIDENT  CLEROT-^^THCIR  NUMBER  AND  STATIONS 
^-4THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  REPUBLICAN  METHODIST  PREACHERS 
TOWARDS  THEIR  BRITISH  BRETHREN-— DISTINCTION  BETWEEN 
THE  AMERICAN  AND  BRITISH  METHODISTS  —  NOISY  MODE  OF 
PUBLIC  WORSHIP  —  OAMP-MEETINOS  AND  THEIR  ATTENDANT 
EYILS-^CONJECTURES   RESPECTING  THEIR  CONTINUANCE. 

Religion,  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  is  oveDi  at 
a  lower  ebb  than  commoa  education  in  Canada. 
It  ky  however,  a  subject  upon  whioh  I  enter  with 
fear  and  trembling,  and  to  the  disci^^ipn  of  which 
I  feel  ^eatly  inadequate.  But  I  am  determibed  to 
speak  what  i  know,  a^d  testify  what  I  have  seen ; 
and,  being  confident  of  the  uprightness  of  n^y 
lotentiotis,  not  only  with  regard  to  this,  hut  to 
every  other  subject  which  I  have  noticed,  though 
all  man  disapprove  of  what  I  say,  and  "  worlds 
judge  me  perverse^"  I  have  One  consolation, — the 
teatimcmy  of  a  good  oonscienee.    To  be  obliged  to 

i2 
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eebMte  tto  eottdttot^of  tny*  feUiMrriBBB^  is  mdtitif 
which  I  never  thou^rt-'  agreeable*  Bcfepriag^to 
myftelf  iii^^iilttttiilljf^  partaking  of  the  impelfecti^ns 
dP'ottif  edtnipoiF  natora^  I  have  always  eoniideaied 
the'fcalmgs  of  gtheniy  inteiktionid-ar  tmintfm^ond^ 
W  siil^edti  vAAch  require  a  grdat  delieaey  of  ^aooi* 
fnadVeraooni  and  a  wtoineui  in  those  w]|ioa*e]iia& 
upbift  them,  lest  any  s^aoe  be  left  £ar  thB*a|if>U^ 
eatioti  c^ those  linefi|>    <  ^...  <L 

(,  ...     .    Iii6flier<iiien  Y^efaiikt^aofpy,  \  »:-.il 

_^        ,   And  bhme  the  ^^ote  which  dinu  thiir  tfe ;,        r.  ' «    i 

Each  little  speck  and  blemish  find, 
'     *         1*0  our  own  greater  errors  blind.-  i'  -*^  ^'    "*' ^' 

Vltit '  iHm  v»y  cotMieiidiibie  fedi«g  ttfui^;'  'i^^f^ 
bume;  W  cati4ed  to  excess :  For  if,  on  alhoij^ciMiiov^ 
^taa  who  dbsterve  any  thing  in  the  odtAvt^mt 
V)lh^^il]Seh'  Ih^  oiannot  iPecon^ile  withsijiMt^luaii 
'HtibnAl'^rlnieiples,  should  ^abstain  froM^iiiaiBii^ 
lii^hflio^  i»f  ^it  and  conceld  their  dbaftpMh^vbHriT 
%)i<i'  acfioM,  they  woiM-'t^n  fetttcuw^frcnaPHI^ 
<«tfttfn(ikioti  of  erime  cme  <>f  iiifi  kM^i^^^mnnif^ 
tmtB&tA$,-^the  "hw  of  d^sew^d  oblo^y^dtei, 
•^tet  ^0(^  bb  a  still' nloreiiljUtMK  raiulfe^xutlngr 
ik^jhid  libos  dbpive  viHue  of  her  ^«lliii^>itii:!lsilliH, 
*i9}e^  idiiti^tion  tb  which  -sbe^'  has'^  alWi^r  beah 
Valit^cr^):^  i^qiiity  and  integtity^  Thet^seitfrndHI, 
^hit>  ^^'Tirtne  is  her  own  reward^'VJg  bd«xflitei<|tte 
hi*  (ts  meaning ;  Wad,  <«rere  it  4fift  ifofi^he^  ^Oatos 
«r«lfe  wbl^kli  those  brMld'featoltllr'bj^wh4«h^^ 
distinguished  from  vice 'W6uld  T«ry  sedn*  •b^'lost. 
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andttbe^futara  pragbdy^of  teUty^ouM  ba  eoubin- 
^rtliBhs^  otf  too  blow  fcindt^  -    -      i 

' ^Ifi 'f<>lie  fereo  is  1o  lipi  kndwiit  by  jtn  jfriii*ii/*'^-and 
£ ^faik. tiiere  w  no  olfaeir  mtostoaby  whiehwd 
Timyr^judgeraS  km  healtk  ort  y%oilr/-t^laiiientabIe  is 
tfaeKpikEture  wbioh  Canada  ppewnU  of  tbf&  ^fikxu^y 
€(fijkfaergoa|i9l  on' the.  ItTWiof  *niea«  If  an  akbosi 
tdt|G4iiildiffevebce  to  tbe  religioas  observanb^^of  ik0 
Sabbath, —an  unparalleled  propiMditytCr  take  the 
name  of  God  in  vain,-:-a  perpetual  use  of  the  most 
dreadful  oaths  and  iniprdcati(ms,^-^HEtn  im^rm  vio- 
lation of  all  decency, — and  a  practical  contempt 
for  every  thing*  which  bears  \the  .chajracter  of 
virtue,— if  these  be  strong  marks  of  a  depraved  and 
49^teri|fte  peof^9  Uppei!'  Cana^ar  pr«Mnt»  fto  ^HfB 
,<ayeifiif /arf^eoting  inind  a  melancholy  piotar^^;  J 
toiQlttfJbiilio  the  country  with  ^tconji;  i^^iK^eiijPiK^ili 
fmd^tMmf^of^  l^e  character  of  its  inliabitc^ }  -h^J 
j^jbifli99^yeted  to  my  iiofimte  disgust,  th^,t^^ 
Wefe^fiMflr^  dlbpraved  in  their  moralfi^  ^O]^>p0;f^ 
gJMerdii  •  th^ir  mannetrs^  af^  mpr^  gracejl^  19 1^/^ 
Ig^imal'deportment^  thw  any  other  pfKiipla  .up«^ 
,Mrth  ^tJ^  ii<rhom  I  waa  lao<|.ttaifttdd.  WitHoiijk^  l^^y 
^{»ii«ttnmo»  temptations  to  deviate  ffdm.Mt^  W*^ 
,of  i»MAitod»»a&d  viftiie,  they  neaifly  if^jtlKHst  9fefifr 
fiiod  wwddr  i^M  those  of  infidelity  aod.  iqaipie^. 
,Hanmgfc  natairally  eoW  and  |rfilegma*i^  m .UlW 
ellq[Kmtii»m>(jbh^y  li^e  JA  the  repil^  ^j^nwiissiQ^  of 
eof»aeat^{ivhiA  ^uffn^y)  proceed  ffr^n .  yiiry^dif erwt 
diattirila0and<^lHahir^bQW^teir.>p4^d<a^  i^  the 
liotutoreid  sav^ts  06 .  bavbaront *  ntftions^on, who«e. 

i3 
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evil  propensities  the  hahd  of  edacftti^n  btfiAAfioiad 
n6  're^traint^ttnd'  vtiio^e  lust  h  in6amed  by  # 
wairm($r  eliudtis  and-  a  tnore^  turdetit  tetupeirrtMeWt) 
afe^  in  ciTiliiKed  ddahririeft,  and  in  ihoae  asp6diU;f 
wUicfc'are  favoured  with  the  brighfi  i^y»ef  Drvine 
Rev^lation^  ftec^anted  isins  ef  ttie  {^eatest  miigiii^ 
tudey  and>  in  a  certain  senfte^  of  the^  deepest  dye. 

Swearing^  is  a  viee  to  which  all'  nations  areyindte 
or  less^  addicted ;  aind  pek'hapa  there  i»  ho  iH>ttnirf 
in  Kdrdpfe  in  which  it  is  so  prevailent  aarin  niy  native 
Isle:  Bdt  notwithslahding  this' cbnf^idlod^  ^H^ 
I*  regret  eiceedittgly  to  have  it  in  my  powe^'U 
malce;  I  poi^itiv^ly  thinlk,  that  in  a  skgle  weile' I 
havWheatd  ihor^  pr6fane  swearinj^  in  Ganada^  fhtt 
I  had  heard  during  a  tesidenc^  of  twenty  yeatifeift 
Ireland.  Iri^hnien^ — I  spdak  it  to  thdr  sAianiily^ 
sw^kr  in  a  passion,  or  Whenever  an  oatfai  aj^Sttk 
nece&t^'ary  to  ratify  some  promise  6r  ta  obilHrifi 
ioMe  assertion,  which  would  not  otherwise^ 'as  Aiey 
Imagine,  be  abtitted  to  perfect  credence ;  b^l9lfc 
pedple  of  Canada,  without  any  such  <&6leiirt«l)fe 
pfeiehce,  mingle  the  most  hbrrid  oaths  wifiil 'ISmt 
ordinary  cdAverisation,  and  seem  to  consider  b''m» 
tenee  incomplete  and  inelegaht  which  doMMt 
contain  softife  profane  or  blaspfaedK>us  alliisidti''to 
the  name  of  their  €rod  or  their  Saviour^  Tefc 
thousand  times  since  my  arrival'  in  the  i^ulklHf, 
could  I  have  exclaimed^  witii  the  poet,  '^'■ 

It  chlDs  tiny  heart  to  hear  the  Btiisd'0  StspiAtus 
Rudely  apped'd  to  on  each  trifling  thbdae  f  *  ^  ^  ' 

And  as  many  times^  while  forced  to  listed  to  the 

Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


ANPMQBAX&  187 

Yikil.im^MtkmB^  have  I,  trtp^Uod  vil^  appye* 
hwao&t  iMt.Bome  awful  yiwta|l|U]^  Irpw  Jieavien 
ihoMid  fur  ever  lUenoe  thQia.taDgiiM^  whiehammied 
Ia1ifi;v0  utlaraoM  oily  {w  th^  p9vpp8i^  of  '^.filUiig 
iQi  IhB  m^Mun  qf  th/^r  iaiquiti^/'    «If  thfrfttl^e 
difilMmii  degrees  of  pwighmeBt  pi^paired  for.tha 
wicked  in  a  future  atate^r-r^ond  we,ii^70  ev;ery  roar 
wn/.to  suppoae  it^— that  of  th^  cqnxnMHi  Qw^erer 
nw^  oertainly  be  the  snoet  exorooic^tiiig.  .  Ijt  ia 
eertejOf  there  is  as  Uttle.  warraM  for  the  tout  ojSbnpe 
W  la^  the  ji^reatest :    But  for  alpiost  eyery  otjbtepr 
criine  which  oea  be  pamed,  a  wvwjiMng  jmy  h^ 
offf^^d  by  way  of  palliation^.     The  mur^erer^  js 
wualljf  jinflueaoed  eith^r  by  reyeiptge^  or  by  a  4e9ire 
te  .possess  himeelf  of  sow^thiog  .which  i9  tfie  pfo* 
perty  pf  him  whom  he  would  sa^rifio?*  The  robb^ 
haiatf^open  his  n^hbour'/l  door,,  to  euriph  hiwwlf 
with  the  spoils  of  hip  dwi^JJwg,    The  a^ul^f^r, 
uad^r  the  influenpe  of »  powerful  but  no  less^i^i^ty 
p(^on»  and  sometioies  allured  by  the  poltcitatiooK 
of  hiiaaty^  violates  anpthv's  bed*    And  th^e.  Ufffr, 
to  ^eot  .some  imquitous  purpose^  for  the  aooomr 
pIvhoieBt  of  whi<^  the  purity  of  touth  would,  be 
iaadeq^te^   ooii8enJ»  jbo   forfeit  his   digaity.l)y 
st^pmg  to  iall  a  falsehoods— But  the  qaii^«oii 
swpurer^  Aamfluenaed   by  any  i^uptaitioa,  i^^id 
without  t^eifog  able  to  efiect  miy  purpose,  pro&fijes 
the  sa(^.ed  Aame  of  Qod^  d^^honouist  his  own  soul> 
and  renders  huntself  ml  olfect  of  pitiful  ooKitempt 
in  the  estimation  of  evjery  thinking  individual.. 
l^To  maUi  in  good  and  w^-ordered  soctjety^  u^ 
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arrogate  too  much  in  anociating  myself  with,^^ 

^eli  ajyare,.  thajk,,^Pi^Uy.  spring!, -,Jje  wM9>'» 
r(^|fi|i^g- a  ^i^ple.^ctj-Qflflnot  ent#rtwu  A^dffffftt^ioi 
t^^tpL^iixQ^hJM  heAr,ei^«.9!>d  theriefpre  neveE.4n^9Hi 

ifi^/BC.,  jj  haye.  ojftftw.ljieen  preps^ . ta^igiY%If[|i( 
a^ei^  i9.li fltory,>i?C«i:o.  it  WP«^  WtM*^^  (frffife  fl! 
«|9^»  x9f  '^.  W.c9W5lM^4  with  t^  <fl#(,  9¥^,^14t 
injf,  fiytb  hfyf  >,ee?]^  umformjy  oo»vert!54  rtTrtfti-flft 
c^ifnftjtp  8Ci;eptici3na^   )  .  '...:■■:> t^unh 

..^^fj;er»5 perusal  of  these  andspme.of  ii(|^  i^^fi^fff 
jfe^^jr^"?l,4  .^yliiph  contain  a  .4«wriptioi|,  ^in»p«l;|i# 
iij^4»,.3f^  sufficiently  d^plorahle,  of^he  ^S^HP^ 
^tatj^rJ^'^^iS®!^^^^*^*!'  of ,  Uf^e^.  Caa%d4ti  -y/wi^viH 
^^^fik..  W'?*^*^'  ^!«i?^  *»»  JffW  for  -iftlMf 
Ij^^^^^i^?^^  w^4.ii^kpf^lMh(|WQ .  trophies  in  jBfMUf 

%I?i?'TP^.'i?fi^W,'<^^ '^^  Wi  Wi9»lA,;lHW  y*t  PWch 
l9^#^/f I'.iIP//'^*  Jt^^Pf t?.  *»^^  oppsojewjw  of  this,  ffifh 
)^t.J{?fe.f^^?  *5^  >«>?%  ?»titled4o.tM.«ni>«| 
p^tj^^,,of  C.P;*i8TiA««!.  in  opeflf/inyforBwr  ^Uep» 
|l  ,|gtve,  ^heWBji '  ;l(hflt  fl^^thfur . «  th?.  Jf»l«W  pf  -buwid" 
IH^.'f'  t^,^h^^c^wpf  .of  .li^eaesf/;  ^oeUiher!  the 
^t^o.  ^^.  tb^ ,  jplftnty  po  whiffbi .  thefsp  people  «m 
h^^i^t!r^.;b;ws  ppffs^sfwfl,  v»y  p«tiWtqy!i».-a*f>liw- 
flf^g  t^ir,,i^oif9l .oQoditij^i^i  mfL  >hM>th«y'4fl» 
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fAit«'ort*e  phflosbp-het'is  aSfege;  *<'tfiat''meii,iif  thd- 
tt'desoettdli&g  n6d«i  of  ci^lliii^idb/ are  ialway^  inord 
**^iiHtfua  anc^brdtal^thkn  tiioserwlioare  in  ilid  bdr- 
^Tdlifitotelltig  hbde  of  aacerit."  *  If  he  tilfen  ttf  family 
ittia-«dtidati(Ai;  who  havcifo1rme(i'fiart  of ^4  higher' 
t&ick^  ifa  tibeir  iaaiive  c6ant^y;''^ij<!l  haVe' throiigh 
ittB&ittH&dTi  or  mitfortoiie  beencom^ellek  t3  leavd 
If,  dbb^  ifot^t  tiieir  former  elevation,  if 'tbe^  liegin 
t^^itiin^  wttb  tUb  lowef  grades  of  todietj^  ^hai 
jkterrt^dtid  ihem ;  and  ihby  deqiiii-e  an  tintisiliiy'iefQ'- 
«iousness  of  manners,  which  gfve^r'aoiine  plausif>i- 
Wf'Hb  the  first  clause  of  tlie '  a^agel '  'j^uF  many 
^riikrs'ttiUBt  elapee  before  the  assertion  in  the  sec^iicl 
iAhMd  teeehroi  an  exact  fftifilmenti'  Tlk)sl^  iii^Hb 
ti^Ve'm  tfaeiir  ittttive  cbuntty  cbnatltuWd  the'Po^^af 
titAyr,  imd  wftb  kte  ablfdaHy  «Tti' t&e  coit'e^p6n^n^ 
AM&ot3Bcenty*^'Ao  hbt  pfdVi  ihemteli^es'tp  Wtess 
*^-*i*lous,and  bfulftl'^'tiian  their  deterioriitidirsape- 
rfon;  but^  destitttte  bf'therestraiutii  which  X^e're 
kMtterly  imposed  upon  tbem,  by  thb'  ixreit^^'  uiAgek 
€)f  li'den^e  and  civilized  pbparati6iti'^^t*he^  ^eeiii'to 
eieflH  in  a  freedom  from  all  mdrial 'ob^gatidn^/  tikd 
iMbolen^tbaak^-^  WhoisLbrdover  u^y  Is  hot 
6tir  toiigM  our  b#iiit"'  ^Thiji  geAerietlidn  of 'ihen' 
oHtttiofbettlt^^editt  Iheii*  Views  alid  fedling^V except 
tbtottgh  tk^jpo^vrbrfut' influence  of  religibh': '  But 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


IgQi  STAXMMF  BUalOION 

aomeanKttff  iheuMnsiOr  ^ugkters  ndUiiii&ap;  a|id 
"Wk^n  th0  qoun^ry  iQ  wiii<ih  they  reaide  iMifMm 
mofe  tiUi okl J  aefttlid  witb  neighboimi^  posMnediif 
inBrfdtia  d«gM60  of  inleiUgefuia^  mmy  of  thd  young 
jiraf4e  wiU^  tkroog^h  theni^  1»a  excited  to  reiid  wd 
mlf&Q^9^  tiieir  mindji*  Tbitt  a  better  vtate  cC  mtidi 
Mfinementmay  be  mdnoedi  which  will  end  grettly 
lA  the  .promotion  of  true  religion,  and  lof  iiidiri«» 
dual  as  well  w  eocial  happinefiB«  Qn  thia  rahJMt^ 
one  of  the  moit  adii^ed  of  oiaf  living  Briftidik  ^pt^U 
has ihuprophetioally dung:  ...    i 

Come,  bright  tMPRovEMfcNt !  on  the  6$x  d^l^une/  ' 
And  rale  the  Sf^dous  woVM  {hxtt  cB«ie  to  ditne !    * 

IVaee  every  WMre;iiii4iailtQve.et«ry  dbore^ .  .  ,r  ^ 

On  Erie's  banks,  where  tigers  steal  aloim^ 
And  the  dread  Indian  chaunts  a  dismal  song. 
Where  human  fiends  on  midnight  errands  walk. 
And  bath^  id  brains  the  mmderdus  toftiahaWk^  -  '^\ 

Thtel  idiaUllittfloi^  ott.thjwjriMaiiuea  a^ 
,   .^ndfe^ephfrdadanoeatsun^ner'aiipeBiiigdiijg.   ^ 
Each  w^ndenx^  gl^m^  o£  the  londj  ^len 
Shall  start  to  view  the  glittering  haunts  of  men. 
And  silence  watch,  on  woodland  heights  around. 
The  viUage-curfew  as  !t  tolls  profimnd. 

It  is  an  observation  of  the  highest  possible  authp- 
rity,  that  ^^  evil  communioations  incorrupt  good 
manners  j'^  and  I  have  too  frequently  seen  it  vei;!- 
fied  in  this  country,  Emigranta  from  various  pofft 
of  Europe,  who^  while  they  continued  in.  thpii; 
native  country,  were  remarkable  for  an  wdctfly 
deportment  and  correct  principle^;  soonafteranriv- 
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wtumlf.  •mbraced  the  {MremiHpg  »#|niiiofi9  'tiiiA 
prMlil9p M  tke  PrcrrincUsv  'I  dk^  ^oiditaHto 
itunnnte^  thai  all  enigrmte  to  CaitfMi»)p«  oltUv 
deioriplioii :  IW  frofti  ii)  I  ^dbavi<*b]^ liop*fNM| 
9mfy  Wlieve^  that  maay  liave  retdiimd  "Omt  iaitoM 
g^ty-;  btrt>  tntlim  the  4^here  of  tux  owtt.emmn^ 
aeriWt  aeqaaintaaoay  there  ar»  nimbMi^  wh^^ 
yf^heti  called  apob  to  give-  dA  aectuiit  «f  theif 
Mtowai^hip,  will  bitteri3r  depMpe  the  daijr  wbidi 
brought  them  to  the  Oofai«ilwn  ttionfit  Qnt 
of  two  bimdred  pQrtons^  who  oao^e  b^i'o  imder 
my  f^ih^fa  svperinteodeuoey  I.  tUvlk.  c4i  leatl^ 
fifty  were  warm  and  dinoaie  prdfcBMHH  ctf  telir 
gion  in  oom^eetioh  with  the  Weslejan  Methodirt 
SDoietiM  in  Ireland.  As  far  as  could  be  seeto 
1^  human  eyes^  they  wisre  men  of  unblemisfaeii 
eharacteMi^^men  who  endeayoared  tp  abtftain 
from  the  very  appearaaoe  of  evil^  aadiwhoM 
andeviatiiig  aim:  was^  to  ^^  perfect  holiness  kk  the 
fear  of  the  Lord4" .  I  n^ver  knew  a  company  of 
more  apr^ht  and  unimpeachable  Christians*  But^ 
alas !  how  has  ^^  the  fine  gold  become  dim  V^  HoW 
has  the  picture  been  reversed !  With  only  two 
dr  three  solitary  exceptions,  thdy  have  each 
^^  returned^  like  the  dogi  to  his  voihit  1"  They  oait 
now^i  with  their  ungodly  neighboers,  profiine  thaib 
Great  and  Holy  Name  by  which  they  once  wet^ 
tolled,  and  which  they  formerly  fevered;  ihey 
can  violate  the  SaBbatfa,  without  any  appdr^nt 
remorse ;  and,  when  odcasHin  offers,  they  eim  lift 
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^^^ifarewl  ^fAdOTfiiattbai /Soil 'of  God,  md^oouniJtU 
lilood  of  the  oovenanty  wherewith  they  were  iaiif* 
tffiedyfan'Oxidloly.'thiiig/-*  Uf^wtlyadeotuiteA'HEor 
k|^<>tlnr/HQXieuBrtxk  ^«lid  Bdverend MBr4>S<hBMlHii^ 
iAn&'vwdrk'Whidi.he'hafl'  fe&uMy  ^piAiiA^iia 
^^^y-^^:pjmvGeaimA»^ .  eatitled  TOAi/>HQH«ff«hib 
IbECOiito^fti  '  'He  iBJ)!^;'  ^^  Eiiiig Ants^  >  gioitigf tin^ A 
WUdatiMfaiv  <iiou^!ftir^  better  prepaKd^  tioii  tl# 
^l^eedfty-fof  (hiijraliali^  dro^found  -gre$tt]7>  tcr-^ak 
ifrJtheitfi'iM^kiQS  ^bbiervabdes^  ^md^tphfidLsfii^m 
kindbc^'^iHDHd  /bdodage^n^^heyrlira  iicAhk*eBkiiam 
)fg^ j^tthlicod]>kiion,!  npii  jkeflt .  amier  micp  vtgfoimtlf 
\k  ii^\i^kifiiMi^^^^  of  dfleofuDu^r  TI9  ^ 

of  4Hte«E:)9vtMfdL  the^i^rfitar^mot  firosealrto^inblhiit 
cM^teir  giiard^iiiKir  ave  thmjoSb&ti  htMAthyi  ttedr 
8rii8fVtlitf^  Ikitvj  aiid  whom  they  cffrerimwilliB^ 
kM&io^'^  ii^p^itaomlf {'HO'  moml.  trest^BixifiqpBi 
Hiel^niiipte  ^  otiiefsli  thsy-ieel  otrlf^gl^ 
ilKMit  ttemadbvi^L'  ^Wha*emirtigi>Jiirg»iLd'r 
4lM9r4Aabg  ^th  thegiy  groduattty  dimiiMifcy  ^hflif 
^n^Msdtd  mndl  '«tp^etite»  -  tfusme'  tthe  veiwr; '.  !a8|itiifd 
4^^fimrkiiiiy  o£itheir  \mmk  ptetthigidiffibalhlMian 
ffOfiliiiimd^  lihdy  TbicroliMe^  ari  no  disf>o«^tEkflKikoQB«{K 
,|«lt>fiifK|i9ft^orr«oiilifcii^^  MOmi 

4n»9iig«tar)>0t»tf«te(  foifMrigtfagftiiMfeiiW; 

iilR^9<^r^^i^  li«r>tfinit:  toii>^j{ierW^  Iiav9uepdfi  4>ffiBKi«  ^ 
^IbHd  vr»»bfp^:|md  tlkfe}j«»e  paaifaloHleAlq^4ogfMM 
WPtbi^^fej^i^^e^i  HdbituAb-xaBttdiilftawiitrfiDm 
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lessness ;  so  that,  after  t]iejoam»?aiileiil0^hEi»jiB^ 
(utpmiem;  ihfij  faecostieaiiidiAsreiAilBai.  amuaoidus. 
kL^thisnoaaiiner,  Ih^tjr  tdnk.mtoifaibi  mtMib.dai^sarchtt 

r>6iliriila;f|^imtrep^Nei^tioQ  w^thifis  fromia^p^nikl 
iHi^ifTOF^  re0{iedt  qualified  to  form  a^ccMresf^opi^ 
Bioa^  i]^uglit  to  bare  some  influebe^  on  the  minda 
af.  tbom  giDod  men  v^  assuoiste  them^qlves.  tage^ 
th€as^'injdi(&r«lt  basids,  fortfas  promuigabioQaaf 
tUd  Ooxpel  ampng  thai  Hea(heii»  Wbtl^iiabt^ 
itMbaagtii  of*  the  S^irioiir  of  mm^  tMyTar^tetegeftil 
iniiisrolalknlng:  the  desolate  wadderera  tabsk  steaif^eri 
6f 'othfa"  Ififaadfl^  they  cannot  JNiffer  'thonsatodbapf 
1^i»knBp3ffi  opwitr^tinen  fto*  ielapse  /into  ij|[iealAim^a^ 
^i|*  win  assist' them  in  reFtaiaiiigr  iijae)lnmH6^^\kf 
tiMfitiliserGbd^  and  in  perpataatiri^libf%ofsJM|>'j^ 
theiir'  peipcbtive  &milie»  '^hen*  remcfv^*  io^^al^- 
tdOM/  These  piirposesoan  be  effected  ^4tt«ri6^ 
soqp^teliy  means  of  Gfari:^nrMi8S}«Q{trie£|^di^ 
srMrid:ba'igtefe^dv  espnfeiallT?  I)jjr»  fto  iJ^nuttUleifeb 
aailn^dsofiigbtnuptdnBraBto^tfi^s  of f«foea<f«lf  tbMe 
psotii  iisdividadls  \i4io' 'engage  lit  ifabb  ^rlaUoi^Hrtis 
^xofekiipatipii^  oouid  be  oefttent  \t^ith  ..the  eubixtasrfial 
inid^bundanf  farelo.bf  found  in^y^y  ^tiilitiiu»i^ 
4i|0aooii«tr?|^yi^^find  in.  thispsdrtiralar  ^hAk  jbm^iiM'}^ 

it^'^wdAi  Ba|>tMitd\AiteioQatmi  iiV'fi^patit 
W  tnelnid^-^th^y  woidd  fitid  a  wide  'dq^r  ofi^af  iM- 
9HHi![^|>epfeA;  hD>iheai^  insd  :(£eir  gepfArQuai  €^t(dea- 
Ivwo^al/iMiddr'bei^rdwaeA;  ;Witb)„|kbui»dMl>^«Ci9€#s« 
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9ki*iNnii#  fws  tiduit  pwn^ Way^  ImSmn  the  fkioMf 
fiiie  of  ieMieni,  Wkiroo^ititate  at  iMife  thMo^hmtki 
of  the  rMent  po{>uIation  of  the  Upper  Provinoe, 
will  be  enabled  to  ooutribute  much  peeaniaiy  ail 
towards  the  support  of  their  ministers.  *  - 1  liaTe 

*  A  ray  judidous  writerj  (J.  M*  Duncan^  iuB«)  who  bJift  jmt 
pub&hed  ''  Travels  thtaugh  part  of  the  United  States  atid 
Cahada,  t»  1818  and  1819/'  gives  an  elegant  description  of  # 
sdttWs  circumstances  and  prospects,  in  a  very  advantageoos 
ika»Aai,  "  cm  the  bank  of  the  river  Jacqtics  Carder,  about 
oigbteflB  win  from  Quebec/'  where  ope  of  Mr.  Pwoan's  fiden^f 
y  has  stationed  a  farmer  and  his  family;  who  have  reomtiiy  eoiir 
fftBtf^  from  Ayrshire."  And  if  the  extreme^  &voorabla  pendi* 
tion  of  this  farmer  could  extort  the  following  reflections  from  ^ 
ezoellenl  author,  what  would  have  been  his  expicasion^  j^ 
regrets  had  he  1>een  witness  of  the  meml  destituti^m  of  pu^jd 
the  British  settlefe,  in  flcnne  of  the  90W  toii^sflpwi  of  l^ff^ 

^<  Aboyijt  three  miles  beyimd  this  we  reached  '  Eiveri|idi^'  ^.  Vf ' 
ftnnd  has  v&ey  appropriately  named  it;  where  w^  fou^  jtiie 
aetller  and  lus  family^  In  a  very  comfortable  wooden  house  ^f  tv<i 
spaitamiB^  with  sashed  windows^  a  large  stove  m,  the  fcitckQ^ 
«id^'VM«|F  other  jeonvenienoem  whioh  ccMild  not  have  bm# 
eeM  aqquimi  1^  he  been  obligi)d  to.  struggle  thrpyif  ^^||j^ 
mp^^poor  <e9ugrants>  with  no  resources  but  his  own.  ^,. , 

'*  Ti^jpe  was  nothing  very  new  to  be  sfen.at  this  ' lod^e ^in. jljtl^ 
V4st  wtlderuesfli;'  but  its  situation  showed  something  of  die^d^ 
TMler  of  thai  life  to  which  thousands  are  annually  betakinij^  t^^, 
AslMi  ;«May  of  them  ssdly  ignorant,  lamafreid,  ofthehfj^ 
Ugainsl  w^iMok  th^i  ime  tp.  siivjVf flje^Jj^, 
RdliiflipiW.  tP  nWch  th^  .THHst  ^  «?nfir«l.  «ttbn?S^nfeffiRj 
rflAe<co«fcrts  f£civai»ed.sooietiy.  ,^wlj*  V^f^fff  ".til^^.. 
oott^gewsuii  fliMTounded  wit^  dense  forests^  and  i^erysocm  to  he 
cnvebptd  in  the  «o?ws  of  i^  Cai^idiai?  wilder,  with  an  atmosjpfber^ 
sometinies  cold  enough  tofreeze:1he  mercury  of  the  thermmeftfv 
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already  ^pimlod  the  warn  t  of  ihe  tgimi  m9^^^ 
ei  specie  whidb  is  felt  thrcmpb  tiie  Pvovinee.    Tbm 

it  might  be  said  to  know  nothing  of  8eclu9ioD>  in  comparison  of 
many  of  the  thousimd  hats  which,  kk  the  more  remote  i^cftid  of 
tfab  vast  continent,  are-bttried  'in  the  woodfl«  We  passeA  tmo  «r 
diree  log-houste  before  we  reached  this  one,  and  at  a  little  dis« 
tance  <m  the  opposite  bank  of  the  stream  there  are  one  ojp  tw0 
more ;  the  distance  from  Quebec  also  is  but  trifling,  and  in  winter 
%hen  the  snow  is  on  the  ground,  the  sletgh  w  carriole  will  i  y 
ftcrosi  the  interrenSng  dpace  in  three  or  Ibur  hours.  Yet^  after  dl, 
^irhat  a  pitiable  lifb  awaits  them  during  die  long  winter  moiidi*! 
J!h^  ground  cotnpletely  locked  up,  5«AA  hd)our  tolidiy  suspended. 
Hie  tM  so  intense  thi«t  unless  they  a^  wrapped  i<i  tbie  it  is  iftH 
fMiBdble  to  1^  out,  without  being  fr08&.bitten;  and  no  adequatft 
«lttp!oyment  within  doors  to  oebupy  thehr  attenticxti.  What  ean 
^e  man  and  his  wife  lirith  their  three  cinldien  do,  AniMng  tiie 
lillig  Winter  monttis,  but  hang  over  lh«  fti«  in  totpM  InicltorfQr, 
ttling;  d^epll^,  and  AiiMes^y  dghing  ftir  spt^ 

^ThbiBbadeiiafngfa;  but  to  be bnried in  the boundletsibemii 
of  the  inland  country,  must  be  still  worse.  Our  Ayttihfee  Hpi^nd 
ift  tt  lesM  If  iAin  reach  of  hie  itikm-CMatureB  jf  he  should  need 
Okidr  aid,  attd  Of  tome  tif  the  eomfbrte  of  Ufe  if  he  has  whetimilk 
to  purdttse  them ;  but  the  badtwoodsman  whor  buries  tyamttlii 
tbntjallOAa^  siavannaft  or  drearier  l^reMs  of-diie  western  eottatry^^n 
linndted  miles  from  a  sur^eMi^  and  two  or  three  himdMd  nsHia 
Horn  a  churdh,  with  his  thousand  acree  of  land uniiMidMed  iijrfi 
imman  being  but  those  9tt  his  own  hut,  is  surely  all  ^^bjcict^af 
fitf  to  the  poorest  inmate  of  an  ho^iital  or  a  work^idUM. '  lie 
mky  Ffetain  add  many  of  the  tnioracterislics  of  hettiluiity  te  te  oslMe 
wfuitn'the  letter  of  the  etnoohnen's  defiMnon,  eMAMfe^  ei^filst 
«i^pbM;ihit  should  he  ndt  frtt  a  "Vi^tittts  «ep|Mtllteid^r.|)Mpi^ 
brblcen  Mbs,  o^  swamp  friers,  what  has  he  thatthepeOMMtinMl 
coy^^  Ae  niay  mlui^  to  iraHsl^  as  nraoh  wliealr>ibid  laifaBi 
1!0^,*tflpir{(i^t^fj^thecni^ngsbf'h^  and  T^tAspK^'pMam 
Uin'^ii^'k  y^iddUies'lbJrliinxMf  Md  Mi  finiMy  7'ho«feVf  dhoel 
wild  amnUkUrWmkke  cords  of  their  sinews^  enribe  of  their  Ab 
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i^to  of  thiiigt  will  pvpfadbly  oontii^ot  for  4  Igiif 
time;  jet  the  ohief  ezpenoe  to  be  inearred  by 
Mitfionary  Societies^  would  be  th^  mere  outfit  ot 
tjieir  pious  mesBei^geni :  Ample  lupport,  of  flie  kind 
I,  bave  described^  they  would  find  m  every  District. 
A  few  individuals  may  be  found,  thinly  scattered 
in  various  parts  of  the  eountry,  who  are  wealthy^ 

«4  fkosi  of  tibeir  ikin8i--lmt  He  is  alMolmefy  exduded  fteap 
bnsisa  aocietj,  and  a  ttrapgor  to  all  Uie  nlatioQay  dutiM^  aa4 
eoodfart^  wKich  aif«  connected  with  it  His  <^dreii  grow  op 
without  iattmetioii,  ignorant  of  their  dqty  to  iJod  and  to  nfa 
Jn  the.  monotonotta  Muneacia  with  which  time  paaeaa,  he  loaai 
rackonisg  of  the  daja  cf  the  week ;  or  ahoold  he  remember  tht 
retain  of  the  Firet  Daj,  in  aU  piobahiUty  hodiar^farda  it^-ht 
|ia«  toareelj  a  aingle  motive  for  actioi^  anperior  to  thoee  whack 
impA  the  ioferi^  aninuda;  nor  ia  he  oumated  by.  aaj  h^p»|)Oi 
jond  the  antieaipationa  of  the  mereet  phjeioid  giatifej^tiooa.  The 
h^  ihet  bitfTQwa  iKiido  him  fgr  acoma,  haa  icarcelyaleiaiiiliL 
leetoid.ezleteQoe. 

"v  b  may  be  aidd  of  lome  who. betake  tbcmeehrel  to  Ala  Utf, 

tfM  it  Wea  aaiavolmifiuEy  di^iDe,"  and  tfattt^  itam  neeeiaity  cbwre 

tibontoltr    Of  afewtkiainay  beemreetj  bat  ofoop^Hmtfvely 

thw.    Thofe  whoee  reaonroea  are  moa|  exbauate^i  ia  gipoffd^  lad 

a^refhge  aearvr  to  tho«bodea  of  man,  where  petrfaapa  they  obtain 

:a-aibftUer  portion  of  gtonnd,  but  where  at  leaet  they  are  far  leaa 

eordaded  from  oiviMsed  Ufe.    Those  who  aelect  the  weatom  wlk 

dtraet^he^rebees^tegeneitalmei)  who  were  enjoying  a  amdemte, 

MMl*nmeM»^  *  libfol  ahare  ofdbebountief  of  ffeofldaNt;isit 

:who  wer^  tbe  dnpai  ^  diioootented  political  priiHiplfi^ja^pidao 

4eeirea  of  incwasej  pnbatance.    We  have  heard  of  i^foiy  in  pm 

own  oountry,  who  were  tiipparting  their  fiimiUea  in  o  rtape|Ctable 

read  eoeiiitirtable  way,  and  even  acpvmnlatiixg  t  moderate  fade* 

.pendeaoe^  who  aoCwithatanding  abandoned  the.ooeapelidilr  iT 

wfaiAdieyluMl^iopcQqieKedi^  aad,vcrai«ningf«U  thmrfp$gm9 

into  m^i^n^  fought  it  out  here  to  bury  it  ji^  the.woode,'' 
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i  moiiey^wni<?h  thieiy 
trougH?  wftli  them  ek  ffce  pei^lj  of  tlieiir  emip^ar 
tidii":  Slen  of  till  (jfdss  are^  w&ft '  alile  ^io!paj!k 
fnmistei'  for  his  pipua  exertioM*  put  inose  amonar 
niem  \vno  are  wiuing  to  mcur  3ucn  an  expenoey. 
iiStmeiT  number  ijf  raan^^  require'  tlie  Aiini^T  ta 

«Me«P>tfl^hefr  own  Ikihffi^sr  aTM'*td'%6se't)ftTi^^ 
neWinwUftj.      Tne^  mfluence    of  Uucn   men   murt. 


WJ»itr(tiMt.rJPMxiiiM  bi.QtkAetfrmmt^^iniai,  iinWi 
«^<i«faiiMf oG>0i9i<ttiii9iftii;L«tf<Bi4tdii^  MtffMI^ 

Mslgmfi  ft  ^{Jeaifehiw  i^ak^^^o^ftS^^^ 

CmiBfiu'^foi''^','  tne*^  'mamiehanoel  *  of  'a'  Froteaftnt 

■l}Maijyih«f;^.4W^W»48iiB.tiwr,i?iHEjy*a»ft  ii 

faie»:  M«»;8paM'«fw<tiHi  ^^tftppwwi^'<Miii.e>i>'i'iliii>iiij|i|i 

Vol  II.  K 
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might  not  be  requisite  for  persons  desirous  of  enter- 
ing into  Holy  Orders  to  go  to  England  for  that 
purpose^  a  Bishop  of  Quebec  was  appointed^  whose 
Diocese  embraces  both  the  Provinces.  It  may  be 
supposed,  that  when  such -an  ample  provision  wa^ 
made  for  the  support  of  the  Clergy,  their  numbers 
would  have  rapidly  increased;  but  H  appears, that,  in 
the  long  lapse  of  ten  years,  only  two  persons  were 
added  to  the  clerical  list  of  the  Establishment* 
The  reason  of  this  is,  that  the  land,  although  it 
will  no  doubt  shortly  afford  an  ample  fund  for  the 
support  of  an  extensive  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ment, is  at  present  of  very  little  value ;  and^  if 
the  Government  did  not,  with  this  profuse  appro- 
priation, contribute  other  means  towards  the  sub- 
sistence of  those  clergymen '  who  are  now  in  the 
Provinces,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  Liturgy 
would  be  much  seldomer  read  to  the  inhabitants 
than  it  is  now ;  and,  I  assure  you,  our  Prayer- 
books  are  not  yet  much  the  worse  for  wear  in.  this 
District. 

In  1800,  there  were  only  three  clergymen  in 
the  Province ;  in  1819,  there  were  ten ;  and  the 
number  is  now  increased  to  sixteen, — all  of  whom, 
I  believe,  are  paid,  either  by  the  Supreme  Govern* 
ment,  or  by  the  venerable  Society  for  the  Peo- 

PA6ATION     OF     THE     GOSPSL     IN     FoREiGN     PaRTB* 

The  Provinces  liave  hitherto  afforded  little  assis* 
tance  for  their  support;  and  as  long  as  Govern- 
ment grants  land  in  fee  simple  for:£li  lOs.  per 
100.  acres,  fejw  persons  will,  be  willing;  to  ieikfce.  a 
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clergy-reserve  for  21  years,  when  they  are  forced!, 
during  that  period,  to  pay  309  dollars  for  209 
acres, — that  is,  the  sum  of  fifteen,  dollars  (or  i 
lease,  seven  dollars  per  acre  for  the  first  seven 
years,  fourteen  for  the  second,  and  twenty-one 
for  the  third  seven  years  ;  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time,  though  an  industrious  agriculturist 
had  expended  thousands  of  dollars  on  his  farm, 
and  wasted  the  prime  of  his  life  in  reducing  it  from,  a 
wilderness  into  a  pleasant  place,  he  is  liable  to  be 
compelled  to  resign  it  to  any  clergyman  who  may 
feel  disposed  to  settle  on  it.  The  absurdity  .of  rais- 
ing the  rent  of  clergy-reserves  to  this  enormous  sum, 
must  appear  obvious  to  every  person  who  refle^, 
that  the  fee  simple  of  200  acres  of  land,  of  the 
same  quality  and*  in  the  same  situations  as  these 
reserves,  can  be  purchased  for  half  the  money 
which  the  annual  rent  of  one  of  them  will  ampunt 
to  in  twenty-one  years. 

Some  idea  of  the  present  state  of  religious 
instruction  in  Canada  may  be  formed,  by  a  perusal 
of  the  following  list : 

CLERGYMEN  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND. 


Bev.  S.  J,  Mountain,   Cornwall,  Chaplain  to 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec. 

Rev,  J.  G.  Weagbnt,  Williamsburgh. 
Bev.  M.  Harixs,  Perth. 
Rev.  J.  Leuds^  Brockville  and  Augusta. 
Bev.  G.  O.  Stuart,  D.  D.,  Rector  of  Kings- 
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ton,  Archdeacon  of  York,  and  Official  of  Upper 
Canada. 

Rev,  J.  ^ocfeHTON,  Fredi^ricksburgh. 

Rev.  J.  Thomi^son,  Port  Hope  and  Cavern. . 

Rev.  J.  Deacon,  Adolph^s  Faiine. 

Rev*  W.  Macauley,  Cobour^. 
'    Rev.  F.  Campbell,  Belville. 

R^v.   and  Hon.   J.   StRACHAN,   D.  D.,   Rector 
tef  York. 

Rev.  R.  LEftMiHG,  Ancaater. 

Rev.  R.  Addisoi^,  Rector  of  Niagara. 

Rev.  W.  Lebbtin^},  Cfhippafwa. 
*  Rev.  R.  RoLPH,  Amersburgh. 

Rev.  R.  Pollard,  Rector  of  J^andWiclK 


CLERGYMEN  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


Rev.  John  Mackenzie,  Williamstown. 
Rev.  J.  Maclaurin^  LochieL 
Rev.  —  Leith^  Cornwall. 
Rev.  J.  Barclay^  Kingston. 


ROMAIC   CAXHOXtC   CXERGY. 


Right  H^v*.  Albxander  Mao  I)oNt^BLL>.  BMiop 
of  Rhoraina,  Glengary. 
Rev.  JoBN  Mac  Donkki;,  Glengary. 
Rev.  Mr.  Frazer^  Ki&getoii^ 
Rev.  Mr.  Marcrand^  Sandwich. 
Rev.  Mh  CiiBVBR,        Utto. 
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'  Tbwe  fQw  olwgpnmif  spattered  an  they  are  over 
90  immmeiuie  tract  of  country  possessing  a  fron« 
tier  of  more  than  fire  hundred  mil^s,  cao  do  but 
IttUe  towards  disseminating  the  Gospel,  or  en- 
forcing by  their  precepts  and  their  examples  the 
priiieiples  which  it  inculcates.  It  may  well  be 
asked,  ^^  But  what  are  these  among  such  a  mul- 
titude ?"  Many  a  barony  in  Ireliuid^  not  larger 
than  a  single  township  in  Canada,  has  a  greater 
number  of  regular  resident  clergymen,  tlian  this 
eztwiaiTe  province,  which  is  much  larger  than 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

It  is  true,  theconntry  is  constantly  visited  by  anum- 
ber  of  Itinerant  Preachers,  in  connection  with  the 
Methodist  Epjlscopal  Church  of  the  United  States, 
But  io  these  men  there  ajr^  many  and  increasing 
objections.  Averse  to  British  Institutions  and  tp 
BritiBh  Prjncijded,  and  possessing  a  considerable 
mfluence  over  the  minds  of  their  ccmgregations,  I 
fear  that  the  hope  of  making  Proselytes  to  Repub- 
lieanism  is  quite  as  powerful  a  stimulus  to  l^eiir 
activity,  as  that  of  making  converts  to  Christianity^ 
From  the  unfriendly  and  uncharitable  disposition, 
which  these  preachers  evineed  towards  the  British 
Missionaries  of  the  same  denomination,  who  were 
WBiC  into  Canada,  I  believe  in  the  year  1818,  it 
would  appear  that  no  object  wfi»  £^ther  frodot  their 
thoughts  thttflt  the  eonverMon  of  sinners.  When 
these  Missicmaries,  whp,  I  ^m  credibly  ipfoifned, 
were  men  ofrsmperkr  tuleptfs  and  emioept  piety^ 

%9 
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appeared  in  the  country,  they  were  hailed  by  the 
British  inhabitants  with  joyful  aoclamations.  Bat 
scarcely  had  they  set  their  feet  upon  the  confines 
of  Upper  Canada,  when  those  very  preachers  from 
the  United  States,  from  whom  the  British  expected 
to  receive  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  exerted 
every  nerve,  and  tried  every  plan  which  malice 
could  invent,  to  calumniate  their  characters,  to 
prejudice  all  ranks  of  the  community  against  them, 
and,  as  a  natural  and  fondly-desired  consequence, 
completely  to  defeat  the  object  of  their  mission. 
If  I  am  rightly  informed,  (and  I  have  derived  my 
information  from  the  purest  sources  in  the  Pro- 
vince,) the  American  Divines  proceeded  so  far  in 
their  unworthy  opposition  to  their  British  brethren, 
as  to  shut  the  doors  of  their  Meeting-houses  against 
them.  Could  such  conduct  as  this,  I  would  humbly 
ask,  be  dictated  by  any  part  of  that  chanty  whuA 
never  failethy  or  proceed  from  a  desire  to  extend  the 
benefits  of  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom  ?  Could  it 
be  the  fruit  of  that  mild  religion  which,  at  the 
same  time-that  it  teaches  us  to  love  our  neighbours 
as  ourselves,  exhorts  us,  ^^  a^  we  have  opportunity^  to 
do  good  unto  aU  men,  especially  unto  them  who  care  of 
rrHE  HOUSEHOLD  OF  FAITH  ?"  If  the  Disciples  of  our 
blessed  Saviour  had  been  joined  by  a  company  of 
tnen  from  another  country,  who  professed  to  in- 
culcate the  same  doctrines  and  practice  as  those  in 
the  promulgation  of  which  they  were  themselves 
engaged,  would  they,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Great  Teacher,  have  thus  spitefully  entreated  them? 
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W haf  wa3  the  repljr  of  our  Lord^  to  one  of  hiij 
Disoiples^  who,  in  the  warmth  of  his  unenlightened 
zeal,  informed  him,  ^^  Master,  we  saw  one  casting 
^'^  out  devils  in  thy  name,  and  he  followeth  not  us  ; 
^^  and  we  forbade  him,  because  he  followeth  not 
**  us."  But  Jesus  said,  "  Forbid  him  not !  for  there 
^^  is  no  man  which  shall  dp  a  miracle  in  my  name, 
^^  that  can  lightly  speak,  evil  of  me.  For  he  that  is 
^^  not  against  us,  is  on  our  part."  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  how  these  American  preachers,  after  an 
impartial  comparison  of  this  account  with  their 
own  flagrant  transgression  of  the  duties  it  enjoins, 
could,  with  any  face,  bend  their  knees  before  an 
impartial  Deity,  and  pray  that  he  would  be  pleased 
*[  to  send  more  labourers  into  his  vineyard  !'^ 

But  I  am  informed  that  the  American  preachers 
were  not  contented  with  merely  shutting  their 
British  brethren  out  of  their  houses :  So  long  as 
a  Missionary  remained  in  the  Province,  their 
righteotis  indignation  could  not  be  appeased.  At 
their  ensuing  Conference,  therefore,  they  exerted 
their  influence  with  such  effect,  that  a  Rempn- 
jitrance  was  sent  over  to  the  English  Coaference, 
in.  which  it  was  represented  that  the  Province  of 
Upper  Canada  had  been  supplied  with  preachers 
from  the  United  States;  that,  in  consequence  of 
this,  the  labours  of  the  British  Missionaries  were 
not  required;  and  that  their  continuance  in  the 
country  was  not  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  the 
people.  The  result  of  this  application  was, — the 
Missionaries  were  recalled,  and  the  American  Iti- 
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Kiera9ts  left ^19  ^e  upiii|errupted,eiij[pyineiit  of  the 
loayw  and  fisheui  of  I7pper  C^i^adA**    It  is  scarcely 

^  Shc^  mj  retiim  to  Eiu^p^  I  bavf  bcm  {nfisrswi 
ihat  the  Bridsh  Con&rence  were  induped,  for  die  sake  of  pe^o^ 
,  io  accede  to  the  wishes  of  their  American  friends,  and  thus  to 
Avoid  even  the  semblance  of  "  entering  on  other  men's  labours." 
The  two  {Mtrties  came  to  ah  amicable  arrangement  bj  mutual 
iconeesaions:  As  the  Americans  {irofessed  ta  have  raised  severs! 
of  the  Methodist  coogregaitioaB,  and  to  have  planted  aome  smal 
4^urdi|e8  of  their  denomination  in  Upper  Canada*  and  as  d^ 
Represented  the  pious  part  of  the  inhabitants  to  be  generally 
favourable  to  their  pretensions,  (which,  however,  was  a  wrong 
representation,)  that  province  was  assigned  to  their  labours  r  And 
in  the  amiable  spirit  of  conciliation  which  prompted  the  separ*- 
tion  of  Abraham's  herdsmen  ffeom  those  of  Lot»  the  British 
Methodists  were  content  to  ccmfine  their  ministerial  exertions,  te 
jthe  Lower  Province,  in  which  the  Republicans  had  a  few  societies 
which  they  had  formed,  and  which  they  gave  up  to  their  yield- 
ing bri^ren  from  England* 

I  find  ati  ofHnion  generally  entertained,  that  many  of  the  new 
eettlements  are  able  to  support  their  own  minist^s,  without  any 
nid  whatever  from  Ei)gland«  This  id^  is  on  the  whole  oonect, 
respecting  the  majority  of  the  settlements ;  but  there  are  otliecs» 
more  recently  formed,  that  are  in  the  most  lamentable  condition 
with  regard  to  the  want  of  religious  instruction.  The  Utter  con- 
aist  principally  of  settlers  of  the  poorest  class  m  society,  whose 
restricted  finances  for  some  years  will  prevent  them  from  pup- 
chasing  religious  instruction  lor  tfaemsdvee.  In  such  casei,  it 
should  always  be  recollected  by  the  men  of  infiuenee  in  efciy 
religious  persuasion,  that  a  few  months  of  neglecfted  Christian 
onfinances  are  sufficient  to  superinduce  a  state  of  barbarism,  from 
which^  however  well-inclined,  the  new  settlers  will  require  many 
years  to  be  redaimed.  This  is  the  more  dangerous,  on  account 
iDf  the  desecratinjg  and  iafectioiis  esamplea  with  which  tl^yaaa 
iUrrounded. 
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neeessaty  to' day ^  that  the  Britisii*  populatioa  of  tke 
Province  were  very  much  ooiicemed  by  the  Mia- 
sionariea  being  called  from  among  them*  Many  of 
the  Ganadiam  algo,  I  believe  all  who  are  accounted 
good  subjects  of  England^  seemed  to  participate 
in  the  sorrow  which  it  occanfoned.  The  inhahi* 
tants  of  Kin^ton^  with  a  liberality  which  does 
them  credit,  made  a  voluntary  offer  to  support  one 
of  the  Missionaries  at  their  own  expeuce,  if  ha 
would  continue  with  them ;  and,  I  understand^  he 
cheerfully  acceded  to  their  request,  and  is  now  their 
minister. 

The  Government  of  England  refuses  to  give 
land  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.     I  do  not 
question  the  policy  of  this  measure,  for  I  am  well 
aware  of  its  expediency ;  but  if  it  would  certainly 
be  bad  policy  to  give  land  to  a  few  humble  unin^ 
flueptial  characters  from  that  country,^— and  every 
loyal  subject  in  the  land  must  recognize  it  as  such, 
— what  can  we  think  of  the  wisdom  of  allowing 
preachers  from  the  Union,  who  possess  an  unbound- 
ad  influence  over  the  minds  of  their  ocmgregations, 
ie  disseminate  their  vile  and  desecrating  political 
principles  throughout  the  colony?    The  palliatife 
suggestion  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
have  more  liberality  than  experience,  and  particu* 
larly  oi  such  as  are  unacquainted  with  th^  Ameri* 
aan  ohavActer,  that  preachers  of  the  Gospel,  recol- 
lecting the  commandment,  to  *^  be  subject  to  the 
higher  powers,^  would  never  think  of  attempting 
to  alienate  the  affections  of  a  subject  from  his  lawful 
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sovereigay  or  would  be  guilty  of  imy  other  violatioa 
of  the  laws  of  those  Qountries  which,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  religious  profession,  they  might  be 
required  to  visit.  This  ought  to  be  the  conduct  of 
the  American  divines,  I  know ;  but  you  will  clearly 
perceive  that  such  is  not  the  case,  when  I  inform 
you,  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  illicit  trade, 
carried  on  between  the  United  States  and  Upper 
Canada,  is  absolutely  conducted  by  these  very 
preachers. 

Come^  laugfa,  or  mourn  with  me,  the  rueful  jest, 
A  cassocked  owler,  and  a  smuggling  priest ! 

Scarcely  one  of  them  ever  crosses  the  lines,  withoot 
having  some  contraband  articles  in  his  possession. 
They  retail,  with  unblushing  effrontery,^  tea,  silka^ 
and  satinettes,  from  one  extremity  of  the  Provinoef 
to  the  other,  though  such  practices  are  a  direct 
breach  of  the  well-known  laws  of  the  country.*  In 

*  I  am  aware^  that  from  the  peculiar  constitution  of  the 
Methodist  ministry  in  the  United  States^  many  of  their  preacherB 
ore  compelled  to  betake  themselves  to  traffic,  to  assist  their  dihh 
pidated  finances :  But  they  ought  to  be  careful  to  obtain  mvik 
additional  pittance  in  an  honest  manner.  Among  the  Methodists 
in  England  and  Ireland  it  is,  I  understond,  the  general  practice 
for  no  minister  to  marry  until  he  has  been  four  years  an  Itinerant, 
and  has  approved  himself  to  his  elder  brethren  as  a  competent 
person :  After  his  marriage,  he  is  engaged  in  the  same  oocop*- 
tion  as  when  he  was  single ;  and,  if  a  young  man  of  talent^  he 
is  then  accounted  to  have  entered  on  the  period  of  life  in  which 
his  previous  acquirements  can  be  brought  into  the  greatest  acti- 
vity, and  may  be  rendered  moat  serviceable  to  his  fellow-crea* 
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fact^  ke  who  imagmes  that  the  propagation  of  the 
Gospel  is  any  thing  more  than  a  secoindary  consi- 
deration with  them^  has,  I  must  confess,  a  much 
lai^er  portion  of  charity  than  that  of  which  I  can 
boast :  For  I  am  firmly  persuaded,  that  novoto  of 
them  place  no  more  value  on  the  Christian  reli** 
gion,  than  so  far  as  the  profession  of  it  favours  their 
iniquitous  proceedings,  and  they  too  often  estimate 
godliness  according  to  its  gains. 

I  need  not  tell  you,  that  £  am  no  Methodist, — for 
it  is  quite  evident,  that  the  Americans  have  not  con 
verted  me.  But  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that 
I  entertain  and  have  ever  entertained  as  profound 
a  respect  for  the  Methodists  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  as  any  man  who  has  worshipped  God 
within  the  pale  of  their  communion.  I  believe,  if 
there  is  a  people  upon  earth  who  have  a  zealous 
and  scriptural  desire  to  promote  the  glory  of  Christ 
and  the  salvation  of  men,  that  people  is  the  Me«- 
thodists ;  and  I  am  not  ashamed  to  confess,  that  to 
the  ministers  of  that  society  I  am  indebted  for 
much  of  what  I  know  respecting  them  and  their 

turea.  It  is  exactly  at  the  same  interesting  period^  that  an  Ame« 
rican  youthful  married  preacher,  in  the  zenith  of  his  usefulness, 
is  turned  oat  of  the  regular  ministerial  ranks,  and  forced  to 
''  locate/  that  is,  to  sit  down  as  the  sUted  pastor  of  a  partica« 
lar  congregation,  with  liberty  to  visit  a  few  others  in  the  vicinity. 
This  is  a  bad  plan,  for  more  reasons  than  those  which  I  have  lei* 
sure  to  specify ;  and  the  persons  who  are  required  to  submit  to 
it,  oflen  do  so  with  a  bad  grace,  or  travel  about  in  contravention 
of  this  unwise  r^ulation,  and  *'  turn  the  penny"  as  profitably  as 
they  are  able  for  the  support  of  their  increasing  families. 
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ImrtitaiaoM.  Bai  I  dmw  »  very  bro«d  line  of  du- 
tinetioD  between  the  Methodists  of  Bn^and  and 
those  of  Amer ioa. 

The  attaehment  of  the  English  and  Irish  Metho* 
diats  to  the  cause  of  Monarchy  and  the  CondUu- 
tUm  of  their  country y  is  proverbial :   They  inherit 
it  from  their  yemeraUe  Founder,  who  isk  said  to 
have  been  exceedingly  grieved  when  the  Amerioan 
Methodists  sailed  with  the  stream^  and,  in  oosniaoii 
with  the  rest  of  their  countrymen,  became  Repub- 
licans.<~The  spirit  also  which  he  infused,  of «  regaird 
f9r  the  JSetabliehed  Cbureh  and  for  her  truly  Chris- 
tian ribuaJ^  is  seen  in  his  JSngHsfa  followers :    This 
Ims  saved  them  from  much  enthusiasm,  and  many 
Bsistakeja  views,  into  which  they  must  have  fiaUen, 
had  they  been  left,  like  the  Republioan  Methodists 
fffit  A#aerice»   to    regulate   their  regimm,  ritual, 
and  creed,  according  to  the  standard  of  their  own 
x0Moi$.,  wHhout  much  respect  to  the  asages  of  ths 
Ancient  Church,  or  to  thoae  of  the  purest  among 
the  Mpd^m^-^The  ministers  among  the  British 
Methodi8t9  labour  in  a  country,  in  which  they  must 
compete  with  the  ministers  of  other  denominations, 
who  are  distinguished  for  learning  and  diligence, 
which  is  a  circumstance  exceedingly  favourable  to 
their  own  improvement.    For  if  they  had  felt  no 
personal  wish  to  become  men  of  erudition,  that  is, 
tfble  textuariea  and  divines,  the  stimulus  thusderived 
from  a  laudable  competition,  qs  well  as  the  bracing 
institutions  of  their  own  community,  must  have 
I  actually  jrpiad^t^ed  ih«  m^iwity  ^  thsw  l^grmi^^ 
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ea^empkary  pduior^.  But  it  had  afartedy  been  shewn, 
tkat^.  hew  willing  soever  an  American  Meth<yditi 
preacher  may  be  to  improve  his  mind,  if  he  hap^ 
pen  to  eontract  marriage  he  %%  immediately  crip^ 
fded  in  the  further  exercise  of  his  pastoral  funo^ 
tions ;  and,  at  a  time  when  he  is  better  calculated 
to  be  serviceable  to  the  immortal  interests  of  his 
fellow-creatures,,  by  the  rules  of  bis  society  he 
most  locate :  This  regulation  has  a  manifest  ten- 
dency to  impede  the  mature  grewth  of  the  younig 
man's  intellect,  leaves  the  management  of  the  dif- 
forent  societies  in  a  great  measure  in  the  hands  of 
individuals  still  more  youthful  and  inexperienced, 
and  lays  the  foundation  for  an  unlearned  ministry, 
— one  of  the  plagues  with  which  other  denominar 
tions  in  the  New  World  are  visited,  and  the  fi^it- 
ftti  cause  of  msimerons  errors  both  in  opii»ion  and 
practice! 

I  had  heard  much,  previous  to  my  departure  for 
Canada,  concerning  the  piety  of  the  Americans^  and 
liieglorionsefiects  produced  by  their  camp-meetings 
and  field-preaching;  bat  daring  a  long  residence 
IB  the  country,  I  have  seai^ched  in  vain  for  those 
firaits  of  hoUaess  by  which,  I  was  told^  the  conduct 
of  its  inhabitants  was  so  eminently  and  conspicu- 
OMly  dirtinguishad. '  Ta  say  the  truth  of  tlMmr, 
and  ^^  to  give  every  man  his  due,"  they  are  no 
hypocrites  unless  when  in  a  place  of  worship :  In 
every  other  situation,  they  are  open  and  undisguised 
votaries  of  Mummon.  On  my  first  arrival  in  the 
country^  I  was  some  time  in  the  habit  of  attending 
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their  meetings;  but,  after  having  witnessed  wntfa 
disgust  the  grossest,  and^  I  might  add,  the  nlost 
impious  irregularities^  I  determined  to  see  no  more 
of  them.  1  shall  never  lose  the  impressions  which 
were  made  upon  my  mind,  at  the  finst  meeting  of 
the  sort  that  I  ever  attended  in  Upper  Canada. 

Travelling  through  the  Talbot  county,  on  tiw 
Northern  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  in  the  fall  of  the 
year  1818, 1  stopped  at  a  tavern,  after  a  fetigumg 
day's  journey  through  the  cheerless  wilderness, 
with  the  intention  of  3putting  up  for  the  night«  As 
t  entered,  some  of  the  people  of  the  hooee  were 
preparing  to  go  to  the  Methodist  Preaching. 
Being  a  solitary  stranger,  with  a  mind  at  that  tinfe 
not  very  free  from  painful  anxiety,  I  signified  i  a 
wish  to  go  with  them.  The  meeting,  I  fouad,  wob 
to  be  held  four  miles  off;  and  we  arrived  at  ^ 
place  about  an  hour  after  sun-set.  As  I  entemd 
the  house,  I  was  strikingly  reminded  of  the  words 
of  our  Saviour  respecting  the  defilement  of  tiiii  tem- 
ple at  Jerusalem :  For  nearly  all  the  people  previ- 
ously assembled  were  smoking  tobacco,and  engaged 
in  the  discui»ion  of  some  subject,  which,  from  tfe 
peals  of  laughter  that  it  called  fcnrth,  mm*  fame 
been  very  entertaining  and  equally  mispladed*  !  i 
was  nraeh  liurpris^d  by  what  I  saw  and  heiard^  and 
begair  to  indulge  in  the  doubt  ajqpretsed;  by  a 
^ptoet, 

Perhlqps  it  may  tttm'Ottt  a  imgi  )f 

Farhspt  turn  out  a  senaoDt;    .    '  •,// 

b^t  by  the  sequel  you  will  find  that  «^  hM  inMt. 
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I  look^  all  round  the  plade^  but  could  not  discover 
any  person  of  ;clerical  appearance.  At  length  a 
man,  clothed  in  a  brown  coat  and  grey  pantaloons, 
took  his  stand  behind  a  chair,  and  gave  out  a  hymn* 
Singing  iAimediately  commenced;  but  more  dii9- 
cordant  music  I  never  heard.  The  tune  was  in 
aecordance  with  the  conversation  by  which  it  was 
]M:eoeded,  and  much  better  adapted  to  a  country- 
dance  than  to  the  purposes  of  devotional  harmonjr. 
Presently  the  minister  began  to  pray,  and  the 
whole  congregation  joined  him  aloud.  At  first  the 
tone  of  their  voices  was  not  raised  above  medi- 
Gority;  but, .  gradually  gaining  strength  through 
the  general  emulation,  before  the  lapse  of  five 
minutes  it  reached  to  th^  highest  pitch.  In  a  short 
thney  one  half  of  the  people  seemed  to  be  in  an 
agony  of  rage :  Their  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  top 
oi,  tiie  house,  and,  in  a  voice  loud  enough  to  tran- 
scend that  of  Stentor,  they  shouted,  ^^Hwe^}^ 
^^  comes !  Here  he  comes !  Oh  1  here  be  CQioea  I^ 
The  :Countenances  of  those  who  thus  bawled  qmU 
exhibited  such  a  terrible  picture  of  fright^  that  I 
began  to  partake  of  the  universal  terror^  and  was 
apprehensive  of  some  preternatural  invasion.  I 
therefore  directed  my  eyes  upward;  but  dis- 
oovering  ao  aperture  through  which  a  descent 
could  be  made,  I  very  naturally  tunie4  to- 
wards the  chimney,  expecting  to  be  greeted  by 
the  sable  prmence  of  his  Satanic  Majesty.  We 
were  nU  alike  mistaken ;  or,  if  an  emissary  of  Pluto 
Jind  certainly  Ifpw  seen  oil  the  point  of  visiting  us^  he 
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ProB  as  certainly  scared  Imek  a^zi  by  ibe  terrible 
eonfusooA  of  the  place  ;  for  no  sach  infernal  addi-* 
tion  was  made  to  the  assembly,  at  least  in  a  bodily 
shape.  The  people  now  rose  from  their  kneeai ; 
and^  taking  hold  of  the  chairs  by  the  backs,  dashed 
them,  with  all  the  fary  of  maniacs,  against  th# 
floor.  One  woman  was  particularly  frantic,  alter- 
nately tearing  her  hair,  and  dashing  her  unforto- 
nate  body  on  the  ground,  as  if  bent  on  discovering 
by  these  experiments  'the  most  cruel  mode  of 
punishment  which  she  could  inflict  upon  herself. 
At  one  moment,  she  was  on  the  floor,  wringing 
her  hands  and  tearing  her  hair ;  and,  in  the  next, 
she  had  risen,  and,  throwing  her  arms  ro«nd  Uw 
neck  of  another  female  near  her,  cast  her  with 
great  violence  to  the  ground;  then,  holding  her 
down,  she  inquired  in  a  loud  voice,  why  she  did 
not  shout  t  Her  moving  exhortations,  however. 
Were  somewhat  ea:  post  facto  ;  for  the  poor  woman 
was  already  screaming  loikl  enough,  from  the  severe 
contusion  which  she  had  received  in  her  down&lL 
in  this  tumultuevis  manner,  the  meeting  een- 
tinned  for  nearly  an  hour,  when  another  liyiSB 
was  sung,  and  the  farce  concluded.  As  I  retofned 
to  the  tavern  with  the  young  people  whom  I  had 
accompanied,  I  inquired  what  could  induce  then 
to  act  in  a  manner  so  irreverent  and  extraordina^  f 
They  replied,  with  great  gi^avity,  ^^that  tbey  held 
^'  all  their  meetings  in  that  sort  of  way,  and  ne^w 
^'  felt  comfortable  after  them,  unless  the  SfixH 
^  worked  thus  powerfully  ^i^thin  thenu'' 
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To  attempt  aocowntinf^  for  mch  dondoct  w  ihp 

upon  rational  priBoiplet,  wpuld  b^  a  vefry  futile 

undertaking ;  for  there  ts  eertainiy  no  rationality 

whatever  in  it.     Wiiat  thm  $ball  wa  nay  of  it  f 

Could  it  proceed  from  a  conTiotion,  wrought  ifi 

the  mint  by  the  Divine  Spirit,  that  they  were  '^  in 

the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity  ?? 

In  that  case,  many  of  them  might  roer  out  from 

the  disquietude  of  their  conscienees ;  and  if  I  were 

assured  of  this  being  the  real  cause  of  tb^ir  loud 

grief,  I  could  endure  thtae  vociferations;   for  I 

should  know,  that  they  would  prove  to  be  buj^ 

temporary :   Penitent  ^*  sorrow  may  endure  for  a 

nighty  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning.'^    Though 

incliAed  to   make   every  allowance  for  a  nian'^ 

religions    feelings,    which    are    matters    that    lie 

between  God  and  himself  alone,   X  casuiot  avoid 

thinking  tiiese   violent   appearances  to   be  often 

assumed  through  ^rastom  or  the  cKaoaple  of  otherf. 

The  more  ignorant  of  the  minkters  consider  ihek 

^iseourses  lifeless  and  unsuccessful,  if  they  are  not 

accompanied  with  a  noise  among  the  hearers  ^Iffi 

that  of  thunder ;  and  the  hearers   hetaeelves  are 

too  #ften  tanght  to  view  moans  and  lamentations, 

astfae  true  signs  of  their  own  gracious  condition. 

I  have  heard  many  singular  accounts  of  proceed- 
ings, in  some  degree  similar  to  these,  which  todc 
place  under  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Wesley  and  his 
early  disciples;  and  which,  as  most  of  them  are 
attested  by  Mr.  Weriey  himself,  I  fiilly  beiieve  tp 
have  originaAed  from  the  source  to  ^hieh  his  r^cs 
Vol.  II.  L 
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them.  But  they  were  only  particular  cases.  It  b 
recorded,  that  nearly  the  whole  of  a  few  of  his  early 
congregations  were  seized' with  convulsions;  but 
bis  ministerial  experience  soon  convinced  him,  that^ 
though  in  such  violent  paroxysms  there^was  occasi^ 
onally  some  good,  there  was  likewise  much  evil;  and 
it  was  subsequently  his  sincere  endeavour  to  allay, 
rather  than  to  excite  this  mental  fervour.  For 
he  considered  it  to  be  no  test  of  a  person's  actual 
possession  of  Divine  Grace ;  while  he  saw  it  oftea 
employed  by  the  Grand  Adversary  of  man  to  the 
destruction  of  souls,  as  a  specious  method  of  setf> 
deception.  He  therefore  guarded  carefully  against 
the  ^ead  of  this  evil  among  iiis  newly^forMsd 
societies,  and  ^^  marked  them"  whose  greatest 
industry  seemed  to  consist  in  the  sowing  of  siaeb 
^^  tares"  among  the  good  seed. 

But,  in  the  case  before  us,  the  man  who  was 
the  ostensible,  but  by  no  means  the  real,  instro^ 
nent  in  producing  this  wonderful  display  cf 
strength,  agility,  and  lungs,  was  a  perfect  iga^ 
ramus,  whose  sole  endeavour  was  to  aroose  tke 
passions  of  his  auditors  and  to  excite  their  feeliaga. 
Though  making  no  pretensions  myself  to  any 
thing  beyond  a  general  profession  of  Chr»fcianitT, 
yet  I  am  convinced,  that  a  Divine  religion,  repre- 
senting itself  to  be  peculiarly  adapted  to  ih» 
<wcumstances  in  which  it  finds  sinful  but  intelligent 
and  immortal  beings,  must  address  its  poweiM 
motives  not  merely  to  the  mtderBtandmgs  of  men 
hd  ttfeewise  to  their  passiom ;  and  that  it  masiiif 
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consequence  be  a  religion  which  realises,  in  the 
heart  of  abeliever^  the  joy  and  comfort  which  it 
sincerely  promises.     Even  on  philosophical  priir' 
ciplesy    therefore^    Christianity^    as   a  i^stem  of 
motives,  recommends  itself  to  the  approval  of  a 
.  cool  and    mature   judgment,  as    well  as   to  the 
warm  affections  of  the  heart ;  and  the  union  and  just 
balance  of  these  two  modes  of  vocation,  distinguish 
the  true  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  in  all  ages :   Fori 
if  the  judgment  alone  approves,  the  man  too  often 
is  lukewarm  in  his  affections  and  becomes  a  mere 
formalist ;  and  when  the  passions  only  are  affected 
by  doctrines  which  find  no  reception  in  the  under-^ 
standing,  the  subject  of  them,  though  generally 
o{Mright  in  his  intentions,  and  desirous  of  serving 
Grod  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  too^ 
frequently  suffers  his  strong  and  uninformed  affec- 
tions to  hold  complete  rule  over  him,  and  the  por- 
tion of  religion  of  which  he  is  the  possessor  dege- 
nerates into  rank  enthusiasm.     It  seems  to  me^ 
that  the  sincere  among  the  Methodists  in  the  new 
settlements  are  usually  of  the  latter  class ;  and  that 
they  know  no  effect  which  public  religious  instruct 
tion  can   produce,  except  the    mere  temporary 
excitement  of  their  feelings.    The  meeting,  whidk 
I  have  just  deslcribed,  consisted  principally  of  such* 
Christians  ^as  these,  who  had  not  ^^  left  the  first^ 
principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ," — those  .^  first 
principles,"  some  of  which  appear  in  their  use  to  v 
have  a  close  connection  with  the  law,  that  acts 
the  part  of  a  ^'  schoolmaster  in  bringing  sinners  to^ 
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Christ,"— of  such  Chmtians  as  evinced  no  denre 
to  miake  farther  progress  in  the  hallowing  rehgion 
which  the  Bible  describes.  Even  if  they  had,  on 
that  occasion,  been  for  the  first  time  convinced 
of  the  sin  of  their  hearts  and  the  error  6f  their 
ways,  and  had  been  persuaded  earnestly  to  apply 
for  mercy  through  the  Redeemer's  merits,  I 
see  no  reason  why  they  should  so  far  lose  their 
reoollection  as  to  suppose,  that  they  would  be  heard 
the  sooner  for  iheir  loud  and  much  speaking. 
Such  vociferations  as  I  heard,  were  undoubtedly 
*i0re  worthy  of  the  worshippers  of  Baal,  than  of 
those  who  adore  the  only  true  God  in  Spirit  ani 
in  truth. 

Camp-meetings  are  also  very  general  in  Canada. 
I  hitve  heard  them  favourably  spoken  of  in  Europe, 
by  persons,  who,  witlidut  enquiring  into  the  autb^- 
ticity  of  the  i:eturns  made,  have  judged  their  uti« 
lity  according  to  the  number  of  persons  said  to  be 
converted  at  them.  I  must,  however,  beg  leave 
to  interpose  my  very  humble  opinion,  that  tlie 
Prince  of  darkness  is  no  where  more  zealously 
worshipped,  nor  the  God  of  Light  so  little  reve- 
renced, as  in  many  of  these  modern  encftmpmenU 
In  former  days,  they  may  have  been  purer^  in  their 
constitution,  and  fenced  about  with  stronger  guardi 
to  prevent  their  ^use :  The  well-at£ested  salutary 
effects,  and  noiseless  character,  of  some  of  the  ea^ 
Iter  meetings  of  this  description,  seem  to  cooiirm 
my  conjecture.  They  bad  their  origin  in  the  Wes- 
terly States  of  the  Union,  sHhich  were  then  recently 
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Settled ;  imd  to  a  people  deprived  of  regular  Chrto- 
tiaii  ordinances  during  a  great  part  of  the  year^ 
they  muat  have  been  exceedingly  welcome^  But 
when  the  country  became  more  thickly  peopled, 
the  necessity  for  such  assemblies  no  longer  existed^ 
because  the  inhabitants  had  then  begun  to  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  a  stated  ministry.  Many  of  the  people; 
however,  whose  religion  consisted  more  in  a  tem- 
porary passionate  excitement,  than  in  a  >^  patient* 
continuance  in  well-doing,"  were  unwilling  to  part 
with  one  of  their  dearest  delights^  which  had 
become  a  habit ;  and  Satan,  whose  constant  solici-: 
t«de  is  to  lead  the  unwary  out  of  the  good  way 
into  that  of  error,  Soon  converted  these  encamp- 
ments into  Carnivals,  and  nearly  destroyed  their 
primitive  benefits.  ^  It  is  a  fact,  which  even  their 
most  ardent  votaries  attempt  not  to  deny,  that: 
thousands  of  persons  now  attend  them  for  th^ 
express  purpose  of  rioting  in  all  the  criminal  plea- 
sures of  a  degenerate  world : — The  drunkard,  ta 
peortake  of  the  bowl  which  ,the  unthinking  prodi-; 
gal  on  such  occasions  liberally  circulates:  —  The 
seducer,  to  entrap  the  careless  victims  of  his  treach- 
erous cupidity  :—* And.  the  adulterer^  to  satisfy^ 
srmid  the  impenetrable  shades  by  which  these  meet^ 
tngs  are  invariably  surrounded,  his  Carnal  and  bru- 
tal appetites.  In  shorty  a  camp-meeting  is  too  fre* 
quenttly  a  perpetual  seem  of  carooseJs. 

Meetings  of  this  kind  mostly  take  place  in  the* 
Autumn ;  and  a  journey  of  100  miles  Is  consddered 
as  a  trifling  jaunt,  when  undertaken  for  so  lauda-^ 

l3         ^ 
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hl6'  A  purpose*     Regular  encampments  are  formed, 
^nd  whole  families  relinquish  the  pleasures  of  home 
for'  the  enviable  lot  of  sitting  for  a  week  or  ten 
days    uncfer    the    continual    sound    and    thunder 
of  the  American  Gospel, — I  should  rather  say,  for 
the  felicity  of  seeing  promiscuous  thousands  exhi- 
bit the  wildest  specimens  of  the  wildest  fanaticism: 
While  some  are  displaying  a  burlesque  or  carica- 
ture  of  religion,  and    others   are    admiring  the 
piquancy  of  the  design,  the  remainder  take  advan- 
foge  of  the  general  confusion,  to  delineate  in  all  its 
shades  of  fraud,  and  vice,  and  debauchery,  and  pro- 
fiutteness,  a  most  accurate  picture  of  impiety.  Here 
yon  may  behold  men  of  all  nations,  and  of  all 
creeds  assembled  together,  and  for  what  ? — ^^  7b 
worship  the  King  of  Heathen^^  S9.y  the  advocates  of 
such  conventions.     But,  O  Charity,  thou  that  con- 
cealest  a  multitude  of  sins!-r-canst  thou,  even  thou, 
draw  thy  expansive  mantle  over  these  irr^ulari- 
ties,  (to  use  no  harsher  term,)  and  say,  that  Pro- 
testants and  Catholics,  Jews  and  Atheists,  Armi- 
nians  and  Calvinists,  men  of  different  views  and 
different  sentiments,  forgetting  for  a  while   ti» 
points  on  which  they  disagree,  can  thus  assemble 
together  for  the  purpose  of  adoring  in  the  same 
form  the  same  <7od,  and  of  exhibiting,  with  simi- 
lar holy  violence,  the  renovating  power  of  tlmt 
Spirit  whose  very  existence  at  other  times,  by  their 
conduct,  the  greatest  part  of  them  deny  I     If  thou 
canst  think  so ;  then,  alas !  am  I  entirely  destitute 
of  thy  long-suffering,  and  a  total  stranger  to  that 
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i^wer  whioh  enables  thee  io  ^^  belieire  «U  thiiigt 
and  not  easily  to  be  provoked*''  For  I  must  oimn 
£mi,  that,  though  I  have  alwayil  seen  much  fuiv 
about  religion  when  I  attended  these  meetingii,,  2 
eould  scarcely  believe  its  existence  possible  ^uBoyg^ 
such  demoniacal  enthusiasm;  nor  can  I  say^  that  J 
witnessed  them  wholly  unprovoked* 

R^ular  encampments,.  I  have  already  obs^rar^i 
are  formed;  and  a  meeting  of  this  kind  is  seldom 
ccmduded  in  less  than  a  week.  Provisions,  jt^faU 
sorts  are  brought  to  the  spot,  by  most  pernoMb 
reajly  cooked;  but  those  who  do  nQt.wifth  tp 
encumber  themselves  with  lumber  of  this4^^jlp 
tion,  can  purchase  it  at  the  enoampinent.  J^l^ 
porter,  hew,  and  cyder,  are  abo  to  b^  had;{^.<^ 
moderate  price ;  but,  as^  safe  of  spirituous  U^WPW 
n  wholly  prohibited,  every  one  must  be  fumiidied 
with  his  own  brandy  bottle,  proportiotked  in:,siae 
to  the  extent  of  his  swallow,  or  the  probable  urgf^yy 
of  iiis  thirst.  The  tents  form^  a  sort  of  hollow  qqiwcf  9 
in  the  centre  of  which  stands  the  preaejiiei*  WJh 
rounded  by  his  audience.  .A  number  of  divines  ^e 
HI  attendance ;  and  as  soon  as  one  has  exhmisted 
either  his  subject  or  his  breath,  he  b  relieved  by 
mother  of  his  brethren,  who  is  in  like  juanner  suo- 
€)eeded  by  a  third :  And  I  am  sure,  that  if  heavw 
.were' to  be  taken,  as  Dr.  Young  once  thought, 

By  Bighs  and  groans^  and  never-ceasing  care. 
And  all  the  holy  violence  of  prayer^ 

these -sieges  would  seldom  be  of.  long  continu- 
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mxm^  As  «ooii  as  ibe  pr^aebtor  oommenom  Us 
Mwtiaa,  «  Bcene  of  eODiiMmi  and  horror  iakm 
fdace^  wUoh  ist  truly  reToltin|^.  NoidJling^  m  tha 
world  i^aii  eqind  the  variety  of  tone^  gesture^  and 
grunaee^  whieh  ii  then  diiplayed^.aiid  hypooritH 
^ly  put  forth  asr  the  outward  and  risible  sngnsof 
the  internal  emotiona  produced  hy  the  preaobar't 
pastoral  address.  I  acknowledge  it  is  rather  a 
ttioiimful  ilian  a  iodioroos  sight,  when  the  grace  of 
Ood  is  thus  turned  into  ticentioasnefls ;  but  the  man 
ittost  have  greater  firmness  of  nerve^  than  haa 
fallen  to  my  lot,  and  a  deeper  veneration  for 
religion,  even  when  it  has  lost  the  chart  of  reaaon 
and  is  drirea  by  the  gale  of  passion,  before  he  can 
be  qualified  to  check  the  rising  of  his  risible  moaclesy 
«t  the  contemplation  of  such  a  pantondniical  di« 
vertisement*  I  confess  I. never  could ;  for  there  ia 
such  a  curious  mdang^oi  the  pomie  and  the  tragie^ 
with  all  their  dependencies,  that  a  man  oi  general 
sensibility  may  laugh,  mourn,  satyrize  and  con- 
demn, in  succession  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

If  however  any  of  the  extravagancies  I  have 
named,  were  produced  by  the  influence  of  pcniset^ 
fill  eloquence  on  mifnda  by  oonstitatioa  warm  and 
enthusiastic,  I  should  not  be  so  muoib  surprised; 
and  if  I  coald  by  any  means  be  assured,  that  oer« 
tain  ^eoatortions  of  the  face  were  the  imdicea  to 
particular  internal  feelings,  every  syllable  which  I 
have  written  on  the  subject  should  be  immediately 
consigned  to  the  flames.  But  when  I  reflect,  that 
the  only  visible  causes  of  such  tinnaturat  eflSsots  are 
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for  the  m6rt  pari  a  set  of  illiietate  declaimers^  wha 
poaseftl  no  iftore  inberemt  power  to  vfiise  tbe  mild 
breeze  of  pawion  to  a  huf  rioaoe,  thati  a  sheet  of 
umtained  paper  to  draw  tears  from  the  eye  of  wnt-\ 
relenting  ertfelty, — and  that  the  majority  of  iheirr 
hearers  are  cold-^Uooded  calculating  sons  of  Co^ 
lambia,  who  could  sit  unmoved  by  the  mighty 
doqudnce  of  a  Burke  or  of  a  Curran ;  words  ean-, 
noft  express  my  indi^nati<m  aad  astonishment*^ 
I  have  seen  many  an  Americati^ — ^who^  when  fire; 
and  brimstane  was  the  darling  tl^me^,  proved 
equally  combustible^  and  seemed  x;eady  to  pour  out 
kis  soiil  as  6n  oblation  td  offended  Heaven, — sitr 
tistening  to  the  most  heart-fending  tales  of  human 
naiievy  as  unconcerned  as  if  he  were  a  lifeless  statue  ; 
bttt  with  little  resemblance  to  the  ardent  youtih, 
whom  Thomson .  ccmneeted  with  the  same  unage^ 
when 

Pierced  with  severe  amazement,  hating  life, 
Speechlets,  and  fixt  in  an  the  death  of  #oe. 

See  the  Americans  at  a  Camp-meeting,  and  yoa 
wcMild' initftgine  that  aquavit(B  circulated  in\  their 
teinsy  imrtead  of  blood  ;  but  in  any  other  situation 
you  might  reasonably  suppose,  that  the  cavities  of 
their  hearts  were  converted  into  icehouses. . 

I  have  always  viewed  these  immense  promiscu-K 
out  assearUeiges  for  religions  purposes,  as  a  fi^sten^ 
eneOun^ed  by  the  preachers  themselves^  either. 
£rom  a  wish  to  gratify  tbe  humour  of  the  people^ 
or  with  the  intention  of  substituting  this  erratic 
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niode   of  teaching  for   the  regular  work  of  th<^ 
ministry.     In   all   new  settlements,   both  in  thd 
United  States  and  in  British  America,  the  judi- 
cious pastors  of  every  sect,  even  when  they  have 
themselves  a  fixed  coi^regation  at  the  place  of 
their  residence,  consider  it  a  part  of  their  laborious 
duties  to  visit  the  neglected  regions  in  their  imme- 
ate  neighbourhoods,  and  at  stated  periods,  about  a 
week  or  a  fortnight  asunder,  to  afford  Chnstian 
instruction  to  the  inhabitants.     The  religious  ser- 
vices, on  such-  occasions,  are  varied  according  to 
the  denomination  to  which  the  different  preachersL 
belong,  each  of  whom  has  a  distinct  line  of  plaoes 
for  himself,  and  is  therefore,  in  these  extensive 
'districts,  under  no  temptation  to  encroach  on  the 
territory  of  other  pastors.    These  services  coosist 
of  preaching,   prayer-meetings,   conferences,*^ a 
term  of  the  old  Puritans  for  meetings  which  resem- 
ble Methodist   class-meetings, —*  meetings  under 
fiereral  nitmes  for  comparing  religious  experiences, 
catechetical    exercises,    preparatory    sacramdntsl 
addresses,  and  special  asseimblies  for  the  inciik»- 
tion  of  relative  duties,  Ac     This  is  the  pMfMr 
way,  indeed  the  only  one^  in  which  -a  ministifr  of 
Christ  can  hope  to  be  useful  to  the  souls  of  men^ 
and   to  civilize^  as  well  as  to  evangdize,.  tikoae 
airound  him ;  many  of  whom,  fronr  their  nef^tfod 
diroumstandes  and  insulated  condition,  harre  beoMrio 
Mmi^barbarians.    It  is  not  unusual  for  theieanatatft 
hearerk  of  these  excellent  pastots^  to  oome  a  ^i- 
tance  of  ten  or  even  twenty  miles ;  and  the  artless 
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greetings  and  exhilarating  converaitioii  of  frMtdfl, 
who  are  thas'  like-minded^  have  a  very  impt ovii^ 
tendency^  whether  they  occur  before  or  after  the 
meeting.  For  the  mmister  is  generally  in  the 
same  room^  or  in  one  contiguous  to  that  in  which 
the  peojde  assemble ;  and  while  his  presence  serves 
to  check  all  irregular  sallies  of  reputed  wit  and 
triflmg  discourse,  if  he  be  as  affable  and  ingenious 
as  he  is  pious,  he  will  promote  innocent  cheerful- 
ness, and  give  such  an  edifying  turn  to  the  general 
conversation,  as  will  induce  even  those  who  are 
somewhat  indifferent  about  religious  concerns  to 
attend  these  meetings,  for  the  sake  of  enjoying 
select  society. 

But  in  the  various,  distant  stations,  at  whidi 
meetings  of  this  kind  are  held,  the  congregations 
are  generally  small,  and  the  attendance  irregular* 
No  wonder  therefore  can  exist,  if  some  of  the 
ministers,  especially  if  those  who  are  the  most  igno- 
rant, evince  a  desire  to  exhibit  their  talentsioii  a 
wider  stage,  and  to  a  more  numerous  auditory^ 
than  a  Canadian  log^hut  can  contain.  Afier  » 
ooiymltation  with  some  ministers  of  other  parties^ 
— for  no  sect  is  in  this  particular  irreproaoh^ 
able,-^a  Camp-meetings  is  fixed,  generally  at  m 
period  in  the  Autumn  when  the  harvest  is  hootm), 
and  when  the  farmers  and  their  familes  oaA  lifiavi^ 
heme  with  the  least  inconvenience.  TliS'|mtliaiir 
mry  arrangements  of  these  large  assemUies^ilssil 
the  mode  in  which  they  are  conducted^  bavelormed 
subjects  of  description  to  other  writers:     It  rei- 
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mains  foi^  me  cmly  to  say,  th4i  tKbte  preaofaen  who 
had  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  displaying  their 
abilities  to  greater  advantage  than  in  their  former 
humble  and  confined  sphere^  have  their  faigliesfc 
ambition  g)ratified  at  these  religions  encampments, 
and  vie  with  each  other  in  the  violent  utterance  of 
American  oratory. 

Nor  are  the  truly  godly  and  conscientious  part 
of  the  community,  who  frequent  theae  meetings, 
wholly  free  from  censure.  The  strictness  of 
church-discipline,  which  is  enforced  among  some 
of  the  religious  denominations^  is  bccasionaUy 
viewed  even  by  good  men  as  an  undue  restraint : 
And  when  this  feeling  is  heightened  by  the  wishes 
of  the  ybung  folks  of  the  family,  who  have  perhaps 
been  pent  up  at  home  and  almost  excluded  from 
society  a  whole  year,  it  is  not  surprising  to  be- 
hold them  harnessing  their  horws  to  their  wag- 
gons, and  passing  leisurely  along  with  a  load  of 
inunortal  "beings  to  join  the  embattied  hosts  that 
have  already  arrived.  It  is  not  improbable,  that 
some  of  the  beiit  pastors,  who  are  really  avenis  to 
meetings  of  this  kind,  finding  themselves  incapable 
of  stemming  the  torrent  when  alone  and  unsap- 
ported,  may  yield  to  ihe  ind^endmi  Mrt  offering 
Wftfa  r^ard  to  church-authority,  which  is  really  at 
the  bottom  ef  this  erratic  mode  of  worship  in  many 
wdUdisposed  families.  Thus  the  members  of  par- 
ticalor  ehmrches  are  for  a  season  unrestrained  by 
the  eodesiasaical  fetters  of  their  own  eommvnion ; 
and  the  younger  branches  of  various  £smilies,  who 
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would  not  be  allowed  to  attend  a  ball  or  a  concert, 
are  gratified  by  forming  a  part  of  the  only  public 
assembly  at  which  they  could  be  present  without 
censure.  Pity  it  is  that  the  concourse  of  people^ 
with  whom  they  mingle  on  those  occasions,  have 
not  adopted  a  more  scriptural  plan  of  Divine  Ado- 
ration !  But  a  change  in  this  respect  can  scarcely 
be  a  subject  of  hope,  while  equality  and  inde- 
p^NDfiNCE,  which  strongly  marjc  the  American 
dharacter^  bear  such  absurd  and  extensive  signifi- 
cations as  they  do  at  present  among  the  new  set- 
ihrt^  Wh^n  the  moral  amelioration  of  these 
diitrieta  has  oommenoed,  to  which  I  have  aliuded 
fea  other  parts  of  this  letter,  and  which  mast  fieees- 
ftarily  be  a  work  of  time,  these  evils  will  be  rectified 
by  public  opinion  itself,  without  the  intervention 
of  any  more  objectionable  authority. 
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BllI0aATI0I^-«ADyAVTA0E8  OF  THE  UPPER  PROVIlfCE-^-filTtlATMir 
OF  GOVERNMENT-GRANTS  —  INCREASED  OFFICIAI*  FEE6  OH 
GRANTS  —  IMPOLICY  OF  THIS  MEASURE — SETTLERS  PREFER  TO 
PURCHASE  LAND  OF  INDIVIDUALS  AT  A  CHEAPER  RATE^-*DIS« 
APPOINTMENT     OF    MANY    EMIGRANTS    ON    FINDING    A   CHARGE 

Made  for  a  free  gran'^^inadequacy  of  fifty  acsbe  voft 

TMB  SUPPORT  of. A  PAUPER  SETTLER -«- DEPRECIATION  IN  TUt 
TALUS  OF, AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE— AMOUNT  OF  IMPORT9  AMD 
EXPORTS. 


To  give  a  particular    detail  of  the  inducements 
which  the  Canadas  afford  to  the  different  claases  of 
emigrants  from  Great  Britain  and    Ireland,  »  a 
task^  for  the  faithful   performance   of  which  an 
extensive  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  a  more 
than  ordinary  share  of  reflection,  are  absolutely 
nece!»ary.    It  is  therefore  with  extreme  reluctance 
that  I  enter  on  a  subject  of  such  great  importance : 
A  subject,  which,  though  frequently  discoased  by 
persons  much  abler  than  myself,  remains  yet  to  be 
fairly  and  im|>artially    examined  and  explained. 
While  some,    as  you   have  already   heard,  have 
represented  -tiiis  fine  Province  as  a  Siberian  deseltt, 
fit  only  for  the  refuge  of  wolves  and  bears ;  others 
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Jiave  blazoned  forth  its  praises  with  a  liberality 
truly  profuse :  The  former  writers, — under  the  in- 
fluence of  national  prejudice,  a  hatred  of  monar- 
chy, and  an  unconquerable  aversion  to  every  thing 
appertaining  to  England,  —  have  viewed  these 
Provinces  with  jaundiced  eyes,  and  have  affected 
to  consider  them  the  repulsive  abodes  of  crouching 
slaves  and  fawning  sycophants :  While  the  latter^ 
either  actuated  by  interested  motives,  <>r  by  a 
propensity  to  deceive  the  ignorant  and  credulous, 
have  wandered  equally  wide  of  the  mark,  by  giv- 
ing them  a  character  to  which,  though  they  may 
cfae  day  attain,  they  do  not  at  present  even  aspire, 
— a  character  of  ^^  transcendent  excellence,"  and 
^^  of  decided  superiority  to  any  other  portion  of 
the  giobe.'' 

I  do  not  pretend  to  the  various  acquirements, 
which  are  necessary  fully  to  qualify  mp  fpx  ^)ij[ 
/aithful  discussion  of  a  subject  so  important./  ..Qfltj^ 
possessing  as  I  do  some  practical  knowl^Ag^,  jff 
Canada,  from  a  long  residence  in  it  and  im  att^ti^-^ 
tive  consideration  of  its  present  resoucoQs,  its 
peculiar  advantages,  and  the  privations  to  whiph: 
all  persons  effecting  a  settlement  in  a  new  countiy, 
are  liable, — it  shall  be  my  business  to  cowmuni-t 
cate,  with  the  impartiality  of  truth  and  oiMftd^ui^ 
the  information  which  I  have  obtained*.  I  sh^] 
^^  nothing  extenuate,  nor  aught  set  do)(vn  iff,i 
malice*"  .  «-' 

.  The  climate  of  Upper'  Canada,  although,  v^rg'r . 
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ing  toward  thff  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  is^  ss  I 
have  already  informed  you,  very  fine,  high  &vcmr^ 
able  to^  the  growth  of  grain,  and  the  production  of 
the  finest  fruits ;  and  the  soil^  though  badly  caUi*- 
Tated,  is  not  surpassed  in  fertility  by  any  tract  of 
land  of  equal  extent  on  the  American  Continent. 
AH  kinds  of  grain  which  are  among  the  produc- 
tions of  the  mother  country,  are  cultivated  here 
with  astonishing  success ;  and  many  fruits  and 
vegetables,  which  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are 
only  raised  at  immense  labour  and  expence,  attain 
in  Canada,  without  the  assistance  of  art,  a  degree 
of  perfection  wholly  unknown  in  more  Northern 
Countries. 

The  exports  from  both  Provinces  annually  amount 
to  nearly  700,000  pounds  sterling.  They  consbt 
f^incipally  of  timber,  pot-ash,  beef^  pork,  com, 
and  furs,  l^e  imports,  whioh  are  commonly  of 
British  manufacture  and  West  Indian  spirits, 
amount  to  upwards  of  1^^00,000  pounds  per  annam. 
The  revenue  of  Lower  Canada,  which  19  almost 
exclusively  raised  by  duties  on  imported  goods, 
exceeds  100,000  a^year.  We  pay  no  tttbes,  and 
but  very  few  taxes.  Neither  quit-rent^  crown- 
rent,  nor  any  other  rent  is  required  of  us :  We  are 
the  undisputed  inheritors  of  the  soil,  acknowledge 
ing  nd  lordly  master,  and  expected  only  to  live  is 
obedience  to  laws  whioh  are  of  our  own  makiagt 
and  to  respect  a  sovereign  who  is  emphatically  the 
people's  choice,  and  under  whose  glorious  admi- 
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ttifitration  we  ai'e  pto^A  to  live,  and  are'determkied 
to  die.  These  unequalled  advanfoges,  united  to  the 
facility  of  procuring  land  at  s  trifling  cosi^  forci- 
bly invite  the  hand  of  industry,  particularly  from 
your  unhappy  and  oppressed  country,  to  this  Edes 
of  America. 

There  are,  however,  other  circumstances  beside 
those  which  I  have  already  enumerated,  to  betaken 
into  consideration,  before  you  can  form  a  {proper 
estimate  of  the  advantages  which  are  held  out  to 
emigrants  of  any  class*  The  situation  of  lands 
which  can  be  obtained  from  Government, — the 
expenee  and  difficulty  of  redeeming  them  from  a 
srtate  of  nature,— 4he  scarcity  of  markets  for  prb^ 
duce, — the  enormous  price  of  labour,r^and  the  oost 
of  sueh  European  goods  as .  every  farmer  may-  be 
isiupposed  to  require, — are  subjects  of  the  greatest 
importance,  with  which, every  one  v^a  i»  desirous 
of  leaving  his  native  country  for  a  foreign*  ImlA 
sbould  be  intimately  conversant. 

With  respect  to  the  rituation  of  lcmd»in  Uppet* 
Canada,  all  who  intend  to  plrocure  them  from  G&- 
verament  masf  be  ctmtent  to  penetratis  fyat  into  the 
wilderness,  to  parts  which  offer  few  other  advan- 
tages than  a  fertile  soil,  and  a  fieivoarable  climate. 
Those  are  generally  remote  from  any  navigable 
-waters,  and  at  too  great  a  di^nco  from  marketti 
to  allow  the  inhabitants  to  convert  the  surplus  o( 
their  produce  into  cask.  The*  last,  however,  is  an 
objectioa  jwhieb  applies>^witk  equal  force  and  trUtfaf, 
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lasts  their  mmority.     .^/j  ..  x^.  ,  •-...» k 

In  the  first  settlement  of  the  country^  as  might 
naturally  beexpected^  the  shores  of  the  £ttf  Lawrence, 
and  of  the  Lukes  Ontario^  Erie^  and  St.  Claire^ 
became  the  choice  and  the  property  of  those  per- 
sons who  first  arrived  in  the  Province^  The  banks 
of  the  divers  which  empty  themselves  into  these 
lakes,  and  all  the  circumjacent  country,  have, 
since  the  termmation  of  the  war,  beooiiie  entirely 
settled : '  So  that  it  is  now  impossible  to  procure 
land,  except  by  purchase,  in  any  part  of  Upper 
Canada  in  which  the  various  great  adviuitages  of 
situation  are  attainable.  But  this  is  of  little  con- 
M^piei»0<towiy,  except  to  the  poorest  •ohw|tf.>.o^^mi- 
gvanta :  Fj^r  those  who  carry  '^  their  fri^ndifn  thf ir 
pocket,"  may  purchase  \bosA  iajtfae  finest  aii4.WP>t 
eligible  townships,  with  less  than  is  paid  for  a  60- 
vemment  ^Grant  in  the  midst  of  interminable 
forests.,^  Xbis  is  an  assertion  which  may  surprise 
personflL  w|ip  Me  unacquainted  with  the  country, 
and  offfnd,  thf[  .chaste  ears  of  others  who  are  well 
enough  ac^vainted  with  it.  But  it  is  not  a  mere 
assertipfi ;  ^^  is^  a  stubborn  fact,  the  validity  of 
which  1 0hall  be  able  to  substantiate  by  arguments 
that  m^y  ^d  flefiance  to  refutation,  an.d  that  pre- 
sent tl^H^lalv^  incidentally  in  th^,  4i9cussion  of 
emigration,.  /. 

Before  |be  .administration  of  the, ,pf eaent  Liea- 
tenant-iGoflTf  rm>r,  every  person  w1|Q  .applied  for 
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land  obtained  800  acres  or  more  on  payment  of  the 
nnder-mentioned  fees : — For 


AOM 

200 

300 

400 

500 

600 

700 

800 

900 

1000 

1100 

1200 


8  ,8  d 

12  13  li 

16  17  6 

21  1  lOi 

25  6  3 

29  10  n 

33  15  0 

37  9  4i 

42  3  9 

46  8  li 

50  12  6 


In  January  1819,  these  fees  were  inoreaaed  to 
the  following  sums,  and  the  lower  class  of  emi- 
grants allowed  only  100  acres. 


AcRt 

£.     t.       d. 

100 

5  14  1 

200 

16  17  6 

300 

24  11  7 

400    ..    . 

32  6  8 

500 

99  13  9 

600 

47  18  10 

700 

56  17  11 

800    .    . 

63  2  0 

900 

70  16  0 

1000 

.    78  10  2 

1100 

86  4  3 

1200    . 

93  18  4 
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more  easily  than  it  coul4  b§  procured  heretofoTA,  tb» 
fees  are  ffiiaefl  j^  the  following  enormous  amount: 
-r-Fjfty  aci;«8  to  pauper,  emigsants  groits, 


Acn* 

•  £. 

$.      d. 

100   ... 

12 

0  0 

260     .  • 

•  30 

0  a 

300    .    , 

.    60 

a  0 

4Q0     . 

76 

0  0 

6^0   \    . 

.   126 

.0  0 

6^    .  ' 

.   160 

0  0 

7Q0    .   .  .    . 

176 

0  0 

8fi9     . 

200 

0  0 

900    ..    , 

2,2^ 

0  0 

IQpO     . 

260 

0.  0 

1100    . 

276 

0  0 

1200 

300 

0  0 

•l: 


I  ITheae  saip^  i^re  payable  in  three  .eg^ual  instal- 
lments: Th^  Fi.ifST,  on  the  receipt  oi  a  location 
ticket^  igrhi^lf  ».  alwajs  obtained  as^  soon  as  the 
Coui^cil  haye  (l^termined  on  the  quantity  of  land 
to  Y^hich^thft  appjicant  is  entitled :  Tine  Second,  on 
filipg  a  GprkiljioAte  of ,  settlement-duty  ^  And  the 
TpiBD,  on  SQcaipt  of  the  fiat  for  a  paj^f^.  Every 
Qritisb  SMb^ct,  of  what  sl^am p. soever  his  creed, 
i%  entitled,  on  his  arrival  at  .the  seat  of  Govern- 
meiit  for  Upp^r,  Canada,  tp  reqeive  i^pji  quantity 
of  land,  within  the  provincial  limit  of  1,200  acres, 
which  he  may  possess  the  means  of  Quitivating, 
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find  for  which  he  is  \7iiHfa|  td  jmy  the  te(]ftdr*a 

I  do  not  question  ihe  right  of  thfe  Government 
to  charge  such  enormoUsi  fees  on  lands  Whi6h  rib 
lias  fkirly  purchased,  and  is  of  c6Ui*se  Entitled  tb 
dispose  of  in  such  way  and  manner  ^  may  lilOM; 
'^eiTectually  acconipiish  thie>  olifdctsi  which  it  bdtd  in 
view.    But  if  it  be  the  wish  of  England  to  intcre^iilb 
the  popukitioti  ofCaiiada,  ahd  thus  render  it  <]f 
some  value  to  the  parent-country,  I  Vety  much 
^ubt  the  policy  of  those  measureii  which  the  Ca- 
n^tan  6'Overntneitt  is  now  pursuing;    Since  tfab 
tncreaHje  of  the  fees,  I  have  known  mairf  emigrants. 
Who  bame  he^e  With  a  determination  of  settling  iti 
the  cotintry)  but  Who,  on  finding  that  the  Gov^rnr- 
'ment,   instead    of  freely   g  it  acting    land  to   lihe 
Hhfortdnate  dmon^  its  subje^tfif^   was  actually  in 
the  habit  of  siiiLtiNG  it   at  iin  Extravagant  rdt^y 
turned  theiif  backs  on  the  British  Colonies,  khd 
immediately  went  over  to  the  United  State*,*  ftS'' 
add  strengt'h  and  numbers  to  our  alreisdy  forml-^ 
dable  rivals.     I  can  very  confidently  state,  that,' 
since  the  new  scale  of  fees  W6s  adopted,  there  harJb' 
noJ  been  five  hun(ii*ed-acre  lots  of  land  fal^e^  up 
tot  the  one  hundred  whieh  wef  e  previously  grafted. 
The   object  of  increasing  the  feesr,  WhAte^r  'U' 
miglit  have  b^eii,  m-feii  thefefore  hAve  deffeatetJ"' 
itself;  uttiless,  indeed,  it'  ij^ere  lo^  teiktdl  the  settJcJ-'^ 
inent  of  the  country,     Siorti*  person*,  peifhaps,  ii 
the  pletritudfe  of  their  Royalty,  Aiay,  for  the  hobcrtir 
'  of  tKe  tibing,  prefer  dealiiyg  ii^iih  government  ^kt 
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tK^e  (erms^  to  dealing  with  prhratoiirdividwib^ni 
niuch  more  advantageons  termsr:  Bat  these  per^ 
Bons^  if  I  may  be  allowed  such  plaiB&ess  of  speeek, 
haveiDuch  more  money  than  wit*  For  land,  m 
townships  which- have  beei^long  settled^  and  whMe 
contiguity  to  navigable  rivers  gives  thenf  a  dedded 
superiority  over  g6vernment-fonds,  can  now  be 
purchased  for  less  money  than  is  required  in  accept- 
ing  a  grant  of  an  eqaal  number  of  tfcrea^frooi 
Government. 

Vou  must  not^  however,  suppose^  Ifaat^Ivjiiiafa 

ib  represent  the  Lieutenant  Oovemor  and'Oltitfidl 

|is  k  company  of  land-speculators^  who  dis(MMtof 

iKeir  forests  in  the  same  manner  as  private  <iniy- 

Vidnals.    Far  from  it !    There  is  a  very  |Mittiei4iLr 

'difference  in  the  method  which  they  ad^^. '  F^r 

iitistance^  if  you  feel  disposed  to  aceomjitiodato^he 

?<6bvernment  with  your  cash,  you  must  hoAibiy 

'^^V{il!i6n  for  its  value  in  land,  and  be  partieularty 

•^^l^i^nlive  to  the  manner  in  which  you  receive  4b4ir 

•  munificent  gift,  taking  especial  care,  in  io^kJMid 

,W6rd'to  express  no  other  sentiments  than  tfaole^of 

t  liiif^igned  thankfulness.  >>' 

'  '  But  if  your  inclination  should  lead  you  -to  'trade 

^'^th  private  land-ownei^/  you  find  yourself  quite 

'ditferently  circumstanced.      Instead  of  beifrgthe 

^^  suppliant,  you  become  the  supplicated*;      Att^liie 

one  case,  you  must  obtain  a  royal  fiat  for  tbc'dis- 

^  posal  of  your  cash ;  in  the  other,  you  are  prestfnied 

to  possess^  a  legitimate  right  to  do  so  of  year  ^mft^ 

accord.     In  dealing  with  the  former^  yoa>  must 
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ouBly  pleaa*d.to  gmM^yoxi.    WI>W«»,if,  ywi??fllf 

»vdth  tibe  latter,  yoa  are  at  pcn^fieoi  lib^ty  tqi  ^jjpietfj 

€ii8«t»/y<nir  own  judgmciBt^  aad  to  make  sttchjele^^- 

tii^oC  land^» may  apptxtp  mo^t likely  tq  p9^|4Hp^ 

ta-iyour  ftttaee  welfare  and  respectability.  .  Tffp 

honour,  however,  of  an  interview  with  hi^  ^^P^ 

<laM(^Iattdi  the  different  membfffs  \Qi  th(j  Exeqc^ve 

FGoun(9U  and  the  pleasure  of  con^mplatii^g;  i^lp 

eenorflfoHa  .9pal  suspended  &Qm  ypuir  de^d^,  ^^ 

flOrRieyal  Arms  thereon  impressed,,  are  epi^^d^rej^^ 

jbl(riU<»Wf)e«sGns,  advaotpges  sufl^ciently  subataf^l^l 

I  Ml  co^terbalaaqe  tbe   paltry   ^ying  .  wJhi,c,ljij  ;<  js 

tifff^^  by  dealing  with  men  in  thp  humMe^  y|;;a|)^s 

V  bf'JIif*  ,  Who  is  there  so  vile,  ttet.wo^ld  ^^pt^gi^e 

iiwkr  ^t&v^  hundred  dollars  more,  £or  a^d^j^fli  ^^jth 

.  'h^f  a  de^ten  honourable  signatures  ^d,the4|a\pf^- 

>  M^'aeitl  of  Chancery  thereto  annexed,  j^l^^jpi  fffv 

: .  A'^title  with  the  signature  of  an  obscure  in^iyi^i^^I, 

and   the  simple  impression   pofhapa .  of ^^  ^||;(^1- 

{Jwltomed  .thimble  ?  *  / 1 

i '  <  ,It  is  suppofwd  by.  many  persons  in  Ceojiftdi^  ,\}^i 

Mittie  Stinjireipa  Government  at  hqi^^  isi  wkp(Iy«  i|^p* 

.tdaniti  of  the  amountt  of  fees  claimied  .fr/)m,  em^j^r^^ts 

Aa  tbeir  obtaining  land :  But  this^  I,  Ihink^  .|fli  i^j^r- 

.tainly  an,  absurd  supposition.  ;  Su^'ely  |t^  fis,»ffot 

f  vp#8siUe,  •  that*  *  his  r  Majesty's  Ministers .  cai^  h^,  ^so 

agnomnt  ofr^keiaffflvsipfX^aiwiiG^.aspot  jt,9,]b^^pw 
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cmng  i(»  pr^QgaijhF€^     For  my  part,   I  papnflt 

ledged  vig^nace.  {  }>el^¥e»  hbj  I  know,  th^y 
ar^.CMt  iQtimately  acquaii^ted  with  the  matter  as.  I 
am  myfielf;  and  I  thii^i  t}^t,t  persons  who  come 
to  Canada  under  tb.e  inipir0mpa  of  being  aUe^  oa 
tbein  arrival  here^  to  43bitain  gratuitous  grants  of 
land^  ta]ie  very  little  trouble  to  be  rightly  mformed 
on  the  subject  previous  to  leaving  their  native 
c^oi^try:  For^  I  am  well  easmred^  that  all  j&ppU- 
c^iits  at  Earl  l^athurst's  office  for  information  on 
this  subject^  regularly  receive  due  attention*  In- 
8taApes;pf  persons  being  induced  to  emigrate  to  this 
country^  by  the  confident  hope  of  obtaining  a  gra- 
tjiitpus  gr«nt  of  land,  are  too  frequent ;  and,  I  am 
flprr y  to  add^  they  are  sometimes  treated  by  the 
BJxep^tivQ  Government  here  with  a  degree  of  con- 
tempt, for  which  it  is  difficult  to  account*  The 
I4e^tenant  Governor  and  ^Council  seem  to  thinks 
t|iat  l^fy^aad  they  only^,  are  the  persons  to  whom 
applications  for  land  should  be  made,  and  appear 
r^esolved  tQ  oonvinpe  all  who  have  been  ao  pre* 
sumptuous  as  to  make  application  elsewhere,  that 
it  wou^d  have  been  better  for  such  applications  to 
have  been  deferred  until  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
^he  Government  were  picertained* 

The  ^Editor  of  ft  paper  in  this  Province,  has  the 
following  ji|st  remcurks  on  the  injurious  cG»se» 
q^uences  which  remit  from  what  he  terms  '^the 
reipisB]^9  of  Earl  Bathurst  on  this  subjeqt"    He 
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says^  ^^  He  liM  had  two  lettei^s  put  into  his  hands^ 
which  were  obtained  from  the  Colonial  Office  upon 
on  application  made  for  the  bearem  by  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  Maryborough,  one  off  the  Cdbinei 
Ministers,  who  directed  his  agent  to  itiform  one  of 
the  applicants,  that  the  letter  which  he  had  obtained 
for  him  would  empower  the  Lieutenant-Governoi^ 
of  Upper  Canada  to  put  him  in  possession  of  land 
worth  at  least  five  hundred  poinds."  ^^  These  twd 
emigrants,"  say*  the  Editor,  "  were  in  easy  cir-» 
cumstances,  and  could  have  provided  for  their 
taihiliei  in  their  native  country.  They  had  good 
farms  and  humane  landlords;  but,  having  fifteen 
children^  they  surrendered  their  leasehold  property 
in  that  country,  under  the  impression  of  obtaining 
gratfdtwisly  the  right  of  soil  in  this :  They,  like 
many  others,  made  great  sacrifices  to  prepare  for 
their  embarkation ;  and  their  expences  in  coming 
to  Canada,  amounted  to  upwards  of  one  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars.  However,  the  sale  of  their 
property  appeared  as  nothing ;  their  expences,  and 
their  severe  trials  in  the  separation  of  friends,  va* 
nished  before  the  happy  anticipation  of  securing 
to  their  offspring  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land, 
.of  which  they  fancied, — Oh  fatal  delusion  1—^ 
they  should  one  day  become  not  merely  the  ienanls 
hvtl  the  proprietors.  They  knew  too,  that  they 
were  to  remain  under  that  government  which  never 
practised  a  deception  on  a  foreigner,  much  less 
upon  a  subject.  They  had  the  pledge  of  the  60- 
venmeiit  at  hone  fcMr  those  lands,  in  Lord  Bathurst's 
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klt09irv'El»|)f^ltiiA^.  ii^.fdot,  ev0l7  ihing  to  wtiiff 
than,  ifaat  tihdilexebaatige  of  coudAiim,  liof^Mer 
fpwGt^heir  tviols^  iqid  however  sevet e.  their  miSnt- 
JttgSjT'Wdwld  beas  nothiiig>,  when  put  Ui  compelitiea 
n^t^iherieiFT  ^f  l«8  Majesty*  They  arrived  at  H^ 
ls6ati>oC  fioreramenty'  presented  tfa^ir  lettonv  anil 
w^oe  in&rined  that  thaland  would  be  gtanted  tt> 
ibetByii  rec|uired^  uponr  payment  of  the  triffing^fce 
p£  fiivls'dhiUingft  per  aere,  taking  the  oath  of  aU(|- 
^ianoeyand  performing^  the  settlement  dutietir^^^  ^ 
If  these  menihad  beesi  able  to  accept  of  l^nd^Q 
.'thez^peoposed  temifly  twelva  hundred  acres  w4ttU 
imre'cost^themasfolloWB?  ...»: 

,  A.      «.    »- 


*»  f 


^ees....:.. 300    0    0. 


.'  Oath  of  Allegiance v....''  2    'tf  '    ' 

'"''''    SettleWni  Duifes.. '  250  'o'o'"'"" 

^it!.:;,.        ^^j^j ;£650    '2     6",    ' 

'li  ,U-  i   ;'^'  ,'.....>  "   ...       -.'     ')  ,    .  •..        ■'  -  ■.'] 

j.»,.JRof:t^fii8um,  doubto  the  qu^tity  of  land  ^a^iilie 
/fiV^a?^4  froia.,pp:ivftte  Ji^diyiduals  Jin.  §iUmtk^ 

f  It  is  certainly  very  unjust  to  attribute  disappointments  of 
'^  ''Ais  tkitttteid  tl^  ^'^temissnesd  of  Earl  Batburst/  and  htghV  Uhico- 
ii  l^  t^imiiiiite'thetft^to  ttny  jkpomtiori  in  l&  Mt^ieOfvMUiitn 
.  \  'to>lWr^  iNVVons  la  eiing4atf3^  by.  bdldbg  oat  itoAitabhefeimUA 

^  pptions^  properly  made  to  Earl  Bathurs^  for  information  mp^clJDg 
tbe  terras  upon  whicH  land  Can  be  obtained  in  Canada,  are  always 
'Silly  attended  to,  arid  the  most  po^itii^b  aiid  ekplidt  r^l^ ^ii'al 
Mth4requ^M  dmuDttbieiit^d  witfal  act  Utile  M^'*  U  pMftUi^ 
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tlittif* i&iis  m  the.iiflw  ^w^gH^Bir ^ It^m  tmly  ^Ai^ 
w<ibk»  lintte,  I  mw  oiia>of)t{h(9(proi%oial)Ntfv:b^nB 
«ell  to  pQQ  BngliiliigeoitieiaBii  two  thoiistaubacceaioif 
liyid  air »  nost  ^eiEtirabl0  part  4)i  tlie  oountt'y^iiw 
l|lia  sian^of  i>iie  tfaoii8B!iui  ^6&ax»i**^tm^  bmid^disBd 
*iWimfy'*fiye  pounds*   {low  gireat  then  would  belke 
«ibi9i(Ddit7'  of  permittingi  unfoftiuiate  emigrants: to 
pMcaed  hither  with  the  ezpeetotion  of  ebtaitaitig 
gr(ptU  otf  land^  from  the.  <srawn>  when  ia  nsaiity 
mdhigranfo^re  noJonger  jf rfttiiit0Usly.madei    i 
Mwi  'thave  alroady  ^ibssrved;  that>  Binoe  .^he  grdat 
increase  of  fees^  the  waste'lat^  of   thiD' /Gronvto 
settle  very  sloiyly./  Those  emigrants  who,  on  leav- 
ing  h^me^  hf^d  resolved    ou   settling    in  Upper 
Canada^  ^hen  they  arrive  in  York,  aivd  find  it 
impoi^iibl^  to  piiocure  land  witjiput  paying  its  full 
value,  generally  determine  either  to  purchase  from 
private  iqdividuals,  or  to  rei^  cleared  farms. 

It  is  very  impolitic,  for  those  who  can  afford  to 

pay  for  land,  to  pursue  the  latter  course ;  but,  in 

>*lh<§  ease  of  poorer  ^taiigi*anfd;  I  consideir  it  lAuch 

<^ih^i6ii  to  do  so  thaii  to  ei^teptiof  a  gmiif  of  fifty 

^  acres  from  the  government.    To  persons  ao<}uainted 

ywith  4o?te"ca  it,wAijil|^  ^  unn^ff^i^asarjf  j(f>  iHOr„  >Jf*tt 

^fi£^y^  ac^es  i^re  imsqjQ^Qif^ql,  fqr  tJii«  ;a>ttp|K»r.ti  a£>i  a 

-.  ^Dtodorata  Smmly:,    Allowing  twenty :  atnmi  for  f a^l, 

which  would  only  be  reserving  ^quantity  *ifHbfent 

for 'the  same  numbqr  of  years,  and  dividing  |he 

,'r,^}MmjQg,  thirty  iutp  p?^turagp,  meadQW-lftijia^  ^d 

iiU«g4$ii  it  xnigiht,  if  well  mfn^aged^  barely  maintain 
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« lainilj*  But  a  maA  who  i*  in  lli^  i>Mt^ieltdli  of 
this  small  quantity  of  land,  is  in  a  aitaation  little 
isuperibr  to  that  of  the  Irish  peasant.  Like  him, 
he  is  compelled  to  toil  hard  .all  day, -and  to  find  at 
^ven-tide  that  be  ha»  eahi^d  what  is  hardly  enough 
to  prolong  his  existence, — a  sort  of  prison-allow- 
^nee,  which  prevents  him  from  dying  ol  hunger, 
^hUe  at  the  same  time  it  removea  him  very  far 
from  repletion.  Like  him,  he  has  no  hope  of  improv- 
ing his  circumstances,  or  of  attaining  to  that  inde- 
pendence for  which  he  braved  the  dangers  of  the 
deep.  His  field  is  too  contracted*  and  the  means 
of  extending  it  are  not  within  his  ieach. 

It  is  admitted  by  all  persons  acquainted  ^ith  the 
€anadas,  that  100  aci^es  of  land  a^e  as  small  a  quan- 
tity as  an  agriculturist  Should  ever  tonseht  to  cul- 
tivate in  this  country^  This  may  appear  very 
Extraordinary  to  English  or  Irish  farmers ;  but  it 
is  nevertheless  a  fact,  which  courld  easily  be  demon- 
Istrated.  The  severity  of  |he  winter  makes  it  neces- 
sary for  every  farmer  to  provide  a  large  (Quantity 
ef  forage  for  his  horses  and  cattle,  and  the  exces- 
sive heat  and  drought  of  ^e  summer  render  the 
rbeadow-lands  rather  unproductive.  The  high 
price  of  labour,  and  the  shortness  of  the  tillage 
season,  preclude  the  possibility  of  cultivating  the 
lands  in  that  excellent  manner  which  would  render 
them  as  productive  as  English  soils ;  and  these  eir- 
cunistances,  united  with  the  low  price  of  produce, 
-and  the  exorbitant  cost   of   British  merchandiis^, 
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prov^  the  necessity  of  farmmg  on  a  large  soakr,  anil 
tbQ  difficulty  of  existing  on  a  grcmt  of  60  acres. 

Wb^at  and  Indian  corn  are  the  crops  nppu 
which  the  Canadian  farmer  chiefly  depends.  Bam 
ley,  ^ats,  and  potatoes,  are  also  cultivated,  but  on  a 
very  small  scale ;  merchants,  who  are  the  only 
corn-buyers  in  the  country,  generally  pay  for  pro^ 
duoe  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  manner,  about  75 
per  cent,  in  goods,  and  the  remainder  in  cash.  Of 
late  years,  the  price  oif  grain,  a^  well  as  of  beef  and 
pork,  has  been  extremely  lowt  In  the  year  1818, 
wheat  was  a  good  article  at  five  shillings  per 
bushel;  iii  1819^  it  sold  equally  high  in  the  London 
Diflitriat  and  in  some  other  parts  of  the  country. 
But  in  1822  and  23,  half-a-crown  could  not^  with- 
out grc^at  difficulty^  be  procured  for-  it»  Barley 
v^e»  but  little  in  price ;  for  the  qui^ntity  reared 
in  the  Upp^  Province  is  barely  sufficient  for  home 
consumption.  The  price  is  usually  about  tW0 
phillings  per  bushel.  Pork,  in  this  prtivinee,.  is 
commonly  worth  about  twelve  dollars,  £:2.  14b^ 
per  barrel  of  300  lbs. ;  and  beef^  two-pence  per  Ih. 
A  very  sensible  diminution  hc^  also  taken  place 
witliin  the  last  four  years,  in  the  price,  of  stock  a$ 
evary  description.  Horses,  v^'hich  in  1819'  woolil 
have  sold  for  25  pounds  each,  can  now.  he*)m9«« 
fimfi^  far  Id  pounds^ ;  ox^n,  theni  tvortb  2&  imabds 
fk  yok*^  are.  now  scarcely  saleable  ait  £1%.  10«^  j  mni 
cowiU  Qt  that  time  in  great  request  at .  dSfu  lSi$$ 
eack>  »re  now  not  easily  disposed  of  at  ^Cd.  5tsL    ;  ( 

It  appears  from  the  following  resolutions^,  enterej4 
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mtdby^  OeiamKffdet^f  tlie  Hotide  of  Ats»^Vif  of 
IJ^Ivrei'  Oanada;,  tbdi  th^  Lower  Prbvince  WMe- 
Wi9A  fait;  to  a  consFdelrable  ebtt^tit^  the  geflttdi 
ikpfessddn  of  the  titnei9f :  • 

'  -^  Ristdved,  That  the  wages  of  labourers/  and  the 
pm»e  of  the  produce  of  the  toil,  have  dimihi^ed 
wHhin  the  last  year  to  nearly  half  the  average 
emdunt  of  the  t^o  preceding  years, 
J  W  That  the  price'ofland'and  other  real  property 
4iaef/ within  the  sfeme  period,  experienced  a  cbrre- 
topohdingdimihttti^^n."    '  v      » 

^*  That  great  diflSculties,  distress,  and  'roiiiGiQS 
sacrifices,  have,  in  consequence,  occurred  iii^&ng 
all  descriptions  of  the  industrious  cli^s^  of  tfaii 
doiitounity;  »  "  " 

'^^That  the  exports  from  the  Pfovince^  off  ite 
^staple  commodities  have  diminished,  within  tlie 
«sbme'  j^eriod,  from  an  average  value  of  £t66,T8T 
tw  ^11,892.   * 

/!}#^«Tha€  the  imports  have  diminished,  within  tiie 
^a|tib)p€qriod,ftom  an  average  value  of  £1,294,734 
»to  £863,196. 

'  *^^'That  the  Provincial  revenue,  which  is  almost 
^titetlWly  raised  from  duties  on  importations,  have 
<Aeeteidsed;  within  the  la<rt  year,  from  £102,142  to 

f^T^.hinieatfMe  decrease  in  the  imports  and 
eicpopts,  and  bonsequent  deficiency  in  the  revenue, 
i^Q:;atti?ibiifted  to  the  alterations  in  the  laws  of 
EqgiaAdy  whbh  regulate' the^  importation  of  eoni, 
;floi|r,  ami  t  meal  *  iato  the*  tlmted  Kifagdonl.     By 
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the^e'laws,  the  greiti  of  thej  GnncidfiS^lwHr'fVdNi 
effectually  excluded  from  the  Bfiiishfrnari^et^  >Tlie 
Canadians  complain,  atid  I  think  not '  *\i»ithqttt 
cause,  that,  whilst  they  are  eorm^ellod  ta  roaott 
almost  exclusively  to  England  for  a  ^bi^^T^iety 
of  her  manufactures,  for  Which  their  tttii{Ae  ^otn^ 
moditieswere  formerly  taken  in  exchaag^ilhey 
are  prevented  from  sending  to  foreign  coaatries 
9ach  articles  of  their  own  produce  a»  «pe^eat(duded 
from  the  British  markets,  where  they  mighit  ohtaift 
in  exchange  the  merchandize  jof  which  thegr  stand 
in  need.  ' ;  ' 

It  is  not  necessary  to  possess  anyvO^r^oiRdtuary 
powers  of  mental  vinon  to  poroeive^  that  A^^o^y 
whose    imports,    amounting    only  to    i£H^fl&6j 
exceed  her  exports  by  more;  j£360,000,  mu^  me- 
Titably  become  bankrupt,  unless  some  meftspres 
^are  promptly  resorted  to  for  her  sali^ation*^  Xl^dink, 
however,  the  evils  here  complained  of,  ^^ebiiill.  are 
now  becoming  daily  more  general,  migbt  be  greatly 
alleviated,  if  not  entirely  removed,  without  adopt- 
ing any  measures  that  would  have  the  stij^test 
tendency  .to  affect  the  agricultural  iuiterests  df  the 
parent  state.    That  it  woutd  be  highly  im^Utio  to 
admit  colonial  or  any  other  produce  iijLtO:4be)poris 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  so  long  as  you  are  ilM  to 
rgvowwhatis  sufficient  for  your  own  ccMiumpiion, 
18  a  fact,  which  every  disinterested  'mftnM^tttiai^- 
iknomsle^e.    At  the  same  time,  it  is,  hi  ^m^  hum- 
Ma  opinion,  a  great  hardcdup  that  we^  I  sfiMlc^as  a 
OstnadiaD,  should  be  dompelled  to  purchase  your 
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mariuSacturea  when  yon  will  not  ace^pt  of  chir  stt* 

fie  commodities  in  exchange.    On  the  very  princi- 

plea  of  *^  Free  Trade,"  on  whieh  you  seem  inclined 

to  act  whenever  we,  as  colonists,  ask  the  slighted 

1>odn  at  your  handu,  we  certainly  ought   to  be 

allowed  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  advantages  which 

are  to  he  derived    from   commercial    intei^coune 

with  £oroigp  markets.     Perhaps,  if  proper  ^aco«h 

vagement  were  given  to  the  culture  of  hemp  aad 

tobacco  in  Cimada,  the  balanoe  of  trade,  which  is 

iat  present  decidedly  against  us,  might  be  turned 

in  our  favour.      It  has  been  said,  that  England 

mimu«lly.pays,  to  a  foreign,  power,  upwards  ,qf  a 

wUioa  a^dfa^half,  fof  ik^  siagji^.  wtipl^  of ^  h^mfy 

,^rery  pound  of  Which  mig^  basaved  to  the  BriMsh 

empire,  by  promoting  the  culture  of  that  |)Iaat  ia 

Canada.     But  as  I  have  already  adverted  to  this 

M^vecliii  my  Brndtttewth  Latter^  it>i«  m4«t«K 

rmpy-Mikkplaoe  tobemoce^iKplicit.      .    •  ..i  m- 
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tlimRATIOl^ — THE  MODE  OBSERVED  IN  OBTAINING  OOYEftNUENr* 
OBANTS-^THB  SETTLEMENT  DITTIES  REQUIRED-— BEST  METHOD 
or  THEIR  BEING  PERFORMED— ADYICE  RESPECTING  THE  EREC- 
TION  OP   A  LOO-HUT,   AND   THE    HIRING   OF   LABOURERS FIRST 

CLEARING  OF  THE  LAND— CONTRAST  BETWEEN  THE  IRISH  AND 
CANADIAN  PEASANTRY — ^VARIOUS  PLANS  FOR  ASSISTING  PAUPER 
EMIGRANTS  —  ONE  OF   THEM    EXAMINED —- VARIED   SUCCESS     OP 

Mr  father's  settlers  — •  causes   of  the  scanty  PRooues 

OP  GRAIN  ON  VBW  RSTATBB—VBCESSIJY  QF  BMPLOYINl»  TMR 
PLOUOB* 

) 

Before  I  enter  more  particularly  on  the  iopi6 
of  Emigration^  I  shall  make  a  few  preliminary 
observations  respecting  the  manner  of  obtaining 
lands  from  the  crown^  the  duties  required  to  be 
performed  on  them,  the  price  of  labour,  the  mode 
and  expence  of  erecting  houses  in  the  wilderness. 

Emigrants  on  arriving  at  Quebec,  with  the 
intention  of  settling  in  Upper  Canada,  generally 
apply  to  the  Government  of  that  Province  for 
landd  in  this.  But  applications  made  at  Quebec  are 
always  unnecessary  and  often  unsuccessful,  the 
government  there  not  wishing  to  interfere  with  the 
executive  authority  of  the. sister  Province.  If 
Vol.  II.  N 
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the  odimtry  aslaor  Westward  &s4hfi'8ea(t.of  vGoy(»nir 

oieBi^  he  has  only  to  signify  his  intooiiotm.  to  '^  ih^ 

iJanid«*board''  of  the  Distriot  inrw^hioh'he  may  refdwf 

to dettle*   .These  Boerdsi  are  folly  authorized' ite 

MBue  locationrtieketo  .to  all  applieaiito  who  rtqsarp 

only  100  acres;  but  if  you,   or  aay  otl^r  pentaw 

eotning  to  the  oountcy^  should  desire  .a.lei^6  gvfott 

it  "will  he  neoessary  to  apply  for  it  toi  iheitfuisu- 

tenont  Governor  in  CcNtnoiU  :  .    -  <> 

Yonr «appIioation  most ^be  made  by  pelMony  find, 

as  I  have  before  observed^  if  you  feel  desirinis  W 

pbtaining"  a  gfxmiot  land  from. the  crown  to  the 

fxtont  of  1300  acres,  ycKU  will  iSnd  little  diffiM^ 

ill  effecting  your  object,  provided  yo«  are  salis£|sl 

to  take  it  on  the  torms  already  stoted.    EpjgdaAte 

of  the  lower  class  generally  arrive  at  York  in  4kt 

iai»ths  6f  August  and  September ;.  and  as .  moA  ai 

thiey  have  obteined  their  loeation^-tickefa,  theyfpio^- 

ceed  to  their  land,  and  begin  the  labortousttaskHof 

reducing  a  wildeorness  from  the  barrenness  ofhaaimL 

Two  years  are  allowed  for  thecomjiletbn  o£  settle* 

went  duties ;  which  are,  to  build  %  bouee  t««nlf 

feet  long  and  sixteen  wide,  on  every  ghmbt^  to 

clear  the  road  in  front  of  dach  eonoessiony  and  to 

^nt  down  the  timber  of  three  and  a  h4lf  acree  qui 

of  each  hundred..    These  three  and  a  half  adres, 

with  the  road^  >^hich  is  on6  hundred  .ahd  tweinty 

perchps  long  and  two  per^^hes  wi49»  make  fivci  per 

cent.    On  the  completion  qf  this  ^Mty^  m4>^ 

final  payment  of  the  feej|>  the  grantee  is  entitM  to 
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pnofrntloi*  >€f  the  ^efl.  ^  Ifi^  tiie/^^ms^raiyf;  tenhae^^  4li 
fM  fawt ifetrtlMivdirt^iitiM ' ^eidN^rfibod  pra^QtS'te 
taking  fais^  fotuily^  into  the)  ^wiiUemd^^^ 
^^m  com^flated  in  a  pvop^'  mander  fer.  Jaiboot 
twcfrty«fiik^  pounda^*  prorkled  helia  ttveM^te 
wtAe r  b  partiGnlar  bargain  ^reif^ctrng  ^thhi iabbar 
i(0ipiire±jto  to  dcm«^  and  mit^to  ^jr  for  itnwfcilftiBB 
<»ottip€4k)ii  )Df  the  joHi    Emigvants^lRnld'  fabipat* 
tioularly  careful^  in  making  ooiltmete^C  thiiiiatiaaBfy 
io ilia^ro'tlieir  agreMMnt  lAentionedin^tiiB^psalieiice^ 
kit^mAmmes'  on  whom  de^pendience'^oate  be  plkded? 
^ir^toiettter  into'artifiles  d£'agrtoteaitwjtfetibi9ietito' 
t^iwk(i*/i7rhi0h  artibles  sbiMdfd  ahrayir^^bd  dralv&^H|^ 
hyiibme  conrpetdnt  pera^n  of  integviiy. .  -xh^  iidmA 
^fistnoigk's,  too  dtioli  ea?  e  omnist  he  tttiioeDr  toirt'oid 
4i6  quibblei  and  ebiioaiidry  of  468%hin9attfi^<(t.io 
•  X.  Uafew  the  emigrant  hpotmB»ibd:rQi^aiihBdir£Vi. 
<ni  hwi  arrh^al  at  Yoi^,  I  would  by  noMtOMiar 
VbeibBitottidi  him  to  gethis'aerttfem^Rt^dfatwsIptt^* 
fitmbed  by  hired  hiboar.     Th«  Ufd  piasiinittttiofe 
€9il%rairt8  of  limited   tmoutom  can  ^adoftj^  imfVf 
jaatmrne  lodgings  ifok*  their  fainiHeB  aa  cofakrcmmt 
«Ji  pMdbLe  to*the:.la9d  on  whioh;  thay  ^>tta')l^ 
located;}  while  they  themselmeir,  ags&sted  Itf  «0i6e 
UEperienced'  peM9n9>  encatnp  insth^^ooda^fnlitjl 

*  >'  »  •  ♦  •  .  •    .^  i«'  fiofi'^  'tr 

,•  Fjvp  jpouida  fqr  <4«^ir}iig  tlxe  ro»d ;  ^S  l(U.<per  acre  j^]^j<^ee 

imd  a  half  acres;  and  £lO  lOf.  for  building  a  log-house  twenty 
p^k  by  sixteen.  For  this  sum  a log^hoiis^  shoiildbe  nmslled *8ni' 
eKiJif«Mblemanher;''f^ith'a'8t&cVbf  ehihtiiies^  i^iiigll-rDO^'ifid 
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they  have  erected  their  hooses.  A  log-houae^such 
as  is  usually  built  by  original  settlejrs,  may  be 
erected  by  foujr  men*  with  the  assistance  always 
rendered  by  the  inhabjtauts,  in  ten  days. 

For  several  reasons^  it  is  most  prudent  to  erect 
a. house  of  this  kind  in  the  first  instance;  som^ 
of  which  I  shall  assign.  Uninformed  emigrants 
sometimes  build  in  very  ineligible  situations,  and 
have  frequent  occasion  to  change  the  site  of  their 
habitations,  when  they  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  country.  Being  ignorant  of  the  custom- 
ary charge  for  every  article  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  better  .sort  of  log-houses,  they  are 
liable,  to  constant  fra^ds^  and  are  never  able  to  gi^ 
wovk.  done,  on  advantageous  term»  before,  they 
beeome  experinlentally  acquainted  with  the  peo^ 
plew  cBy  building  a  house  of  the  commonest. 
despriptioD^.  considerable  expence  will  be  avoided; 
iind  it  will  be  found  sufficiently  comfortable  for  one 
seaypn,  after  which,  when  the  judgment  is  somewhat 
matured^  and  the  best  situation  has  been  fixed 
upon  for  the  erection  of  a  superior  building,  the 
primitive  hut  may  be  converted  into  a  stable  or 
other  useful  out-house. 

The  wages  usually  paid  to  labourers  in  every 
part  of  Upper  Canada,  are  2  shillings  and  6  pence 
per  diem,  with  board  and  lodging.  Carpenters,  or 
hewers  of  wood,  mostly  receive  doubles  this  sum, 
«tnd  sometimes  even  more.  The  emigrant,  who 
goes  into  the  woods  to  construct  an  habitation, 
should  take  with  him  a  yoke  of  oxen,  two  labour- 
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eHy  and  a  oaVpenter,  with  prbirkiions  necesattr^ 
for  their  subsistenoe  during  ten  days.  Breads  pork, 
and  peas,  with  a  keg  of  whiskey  or  other  spirits, 
are  the  usual  fare  in  encampments  of  this  natute« 
On  arriving  at  the  destined  spot,  the  first  con* 
sideration  is,  to  construct' a  shanty,  or  shed,  for 
sleeping  in*  It  is  covered  with  bark ;  and  vrhew 
a  large  fii^e  is  made  on  the  outside  opposite  the 
entrance,  the  interior  of  the  temporary  dwelling 
is  rendered  sufficiently  comfortJEible,  during  the 
short  time  that  it  is  necessary  to  make  use  of  it. 
The  next  thing  required,  is  to  clear  a  spot  fbr 
laying  the  foundation  of  the  house;  and,  this 
being  effected,  the  whole  party  proceed  to  out 
down  a  sufficient  number  of  small  trees  for  the 
building.  These  trees  must  not  exceed  a  foot  ill 
diameter ;  and,  on  being  cut  to  the  required  lengthy 
they  should  be  drawn  up  close  to  the  foundation  df 
the  proposed  house.  Beams  and  sills  are  thl^n 
ihade  out,  and  drawn  up  to  be  hewn.  Large 
White  Ash  and  Ba^wood  trees  are  also  cut^own; 
and,  after  being  divided  into  lengths  of  10  feet 
each,  supposing  Hhe  house  to  be  20  feet  in  the 
clear,  they  are  split  into  planks,  and  prepared  for 
flooring.  When  all  this  has  be^en  effected,  10  6r 
12  persons,  who  reside  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
intended  building,  are  requested  to  assist  in  rais* 
itig  it.  On  the  arrival  of  those  persons,  the  found*- 
ation  is  laid,  by  dove-^tailing  four  of  the  largest 
logs  together,  and  notching  down  the  sills.  A 
niun  then  steps  up  on  each  corner  of  the  framfa^ 
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connected  ^gethfei^^'^'  Tnie'iroof  k  aaMti  dip ia  the 
8|im6' way,  and  is  covered  either  with  batfc  or  ajftit 
olap*boards.  The  door  and  Wifad6W-p}a<^et^  are 
then  cut  out ;  4i;stQii0  b^ck  is  built  Iq^  th^  fire-place ; 
and  the  chimney  isk  carried  out  .in  &  aottniier  some- 
thing^^ similar  to  the  stick  chimnies  common  io 
Ihsh  cabins.  The  floors  are  then  pinned  down, 
and  th^' inside  of  the  walls  hewn.  The  vacatat 
sjpaces  between  the  logs  are  filled  up  with  stdaH 
timber ;  aiid  the  outside'  is  carefully  mudded  ^er, 
so  as  to  render  it  perfectly  air-tight.  Windows 
and  dpors  ^re  then  put  up  f  the  mansion  is  j^lro-' 
nounced'fit  for  tjie  residence  of  a  Monarch  $'li^ 
ihe  family  for  whom  it  ixras  intended,  take  Mktti^ 
diate  possession.  ''''   ' 

'1i*lie  olearirig  of  land  is  next  begun ;  and  Uib 
uiimt'errupted  stroke  of  the  axe  apprizes  the  waki'^ 
deirihg  Indian,  that  his  native  forests  are  falling 
clo^n^before  the  active  exertions  of  civilized  nian^ 
Jl^  i*)?(ifeeming  a  wilderness,  the  trees  are  cut  down^ 
i(|5out  20  inches  from  their  roots :  Thp  brancbes.are 
f  heii^  lopped  off,  and  closely  piled  in  large  heaps ) 
kiid'  ihh  trunks  are  divided  into  lengths  of  12, feci; 
aft'^r^ which,  they  are  drawn  together  by  the  oxen, 
khd  ihdiscriminately  consumed.  When  the  season 
4Vi*r Ves '  f6r  sowing  wheat,  it '  is  shaken  on  the 
g^oiind, 'and  covered  in  with  a  small  triangalaf 
Kafrow.  Indian  com  and  potatoes,  are  planted 
^ith 'fihe  hob,  without  any  previous  preparation 
iirhatso#v«rV  and*  the  taiid^  tov^n  m  this  state,  and 
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Wi|;h,  DO  i»oi^  .ouitivatioii,   8otoetiin|e8   yields ,  40 
l^upbels  of  9tbeat>v0r  6Q,Qf  ^AdiaHrX^wx^pec^qre. . 
. ..  JC  tiiowwidji  4^.tep9  of  tbQUSjBtiwU  of  our  unfor* 
tuAaUi^ouAtrymoD^  i  .  .  .       .  .    .    ^ 

^    '''    '  "WHoin  fortune  dooms  to  scythes  and  tpadet,        > 
And  all  Mich  hard  lobdrkms  tndei, 

Vfli^  seemingly-inalienable  iuheritanoe  is  poverty^ 
^4  wltq^^fvery  Kiprve  Jj»  continwUy  9n  the  stretch 
^ jprpmogte^  the oomfctrt  an4.]n4ep^ndeqce. of  othera^ 
ewW  f>«ly  #Rd^h#k  w^y  to  this  jnvitjing  proyi»ce| 
l^qy^'^i^renilyvfQWld  they.feej  tiJ^emfelyes  pircpm^ 
l(|tDctf|  in  the  opurse  of  ^  few^y^eaw!  In;.t)^eir 
l#tiY?«  country,  they,  arp  ^comp^ll^d  to,  lalK)Ur 
i^lmp^  unceasingly  for  masters^  whose  principfil 
source  of  wealth  is  in  the  toil  of  the  poor .  ^nd 
^fH^rf^^d  peasapl^:  Ar1d5.no  mc|tter  how  fr.ugaL^d 
ii^mttrfQUfi  k^.,m^y  be,  he  <?an  neyer  indulge  the 
nqli^ry  h>opp  (rf,. essentially  improviog  ,hif  <^oridir 
i^9(h»  .  A  sijanty.SH^sifiteiice,,  p^rpstujil  toiI,^^.^^d 
Q^Y^rrpeasipg  «arQ,  »r9  the  re^^i^ds  jmd  the  pnjy 
c^wafd^  of .theii!,mo§fe indefatig^bje  exftrtiqw..j  Na 
<diefiring.i40ft  of  pjufi  dAy.siirinpunting.  th^ir  ^/ffi* 
culties,  eyjpr  dftr^A  trft^sient  toy  of  pleimn];e.  ipto 
tbeir  caret- worn  he»rts«,  ,'^0  ej^hil^rating  prosenli- 
ipf^nt.pf^future  indepi^ndenqe  evei:  visits  them^  to 
4nf>^l .  the  gloom  of .  despair  from  their  benighted 
I9inds,  or  to  lighten  .the  burden  of  Morro\ir,froin 
tlieir  unaspiring  ik>u1s.  .  Bom  without  a  wp^l^y 
ipheritaxio?,  they  Jive  without  a  worldly  hope^and 
die.  without  a.  worldly  .oonsolation*.    How  diflbr^nt : 
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\^A»t^ulv.8^€is.,Qi^.tt)|9.'Ati^i^'.^  iHare,  -after 
la^^ri]|;Kgr  a^sArwirtiw  {an^Qtheph  thejr  would  be 
^nabl^  to  Iabo^^  for  fthemselv,^;  :b7  whk^  they 
ii^ight  nqt.only.pi:0€[UFe  a  comfortable  livelihoody 
but  also  m  absolute  and ;  |>i^rma9eut  indepeniieiifBy 
for  tb^mselveg  aud  their  families,  however  numer- 
OU9.  .The  qaestienis,  ^^  How  are  such  persons  fo 
find  their  way  across  the  ocean  ?"'  For  my  pant, 
I  am  |i^ot  able  to  say.  It  is  well  known,  that  mA 
of  this  dQacription  seldom  realize  ^  sum  of  moniey 
suf69ieiLt«to  eiquip  them,  for  a  voyage  across  thir 
channel;,  and  ypt  we  find  many  persons  of  this 
class  in.  Canada^  and  in  almost  every  part  c^^ 
A^ierjca.,,.  

Vi^riou^  plans  have  been  recently  saggested^-for 
the  purpose  of  sending  out  emigrants; to. Gaaadh^ 
of  the.cla^s  to  which  I  allude ;  but  I  have  not  yet 
either  seen  or  heard  of  one  that  is  sufficiency 
rational  and  feasible,  to  entitle  it  to.  a  moment^s 
consideration.  Those  authors  who  have  written 
upon  emigration^  have  either  been  altogether  igno- 
rant of  their  subject/  or  have  not  bestowed  on  it 
the  mature  deliberation  which  it«  demands. 

Mr.  Fothergill^  in  ^f  A  Sketch  of  the  present 
S^tate  of  Canada/'  published  at  York, '  Upper 
Canada,  in  the  winter  of  182S,  says,  that  a  friend 
of  hjs,  in  liondon,  has  recently  proposed  a  plan,  by 
which,  he  thinks,  a  number. of  those  persons  who 
are  now  subsisting  in  England  on  paro^al  rdief, 
may.  be  removed  .to  Canada,  and  employed  «wilh 
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^ntet'  advibitftg6,  il«th  %&  th^  flmMic  and  U)  tHsfai- 
selves.     Nothing  can  exceed  •  the  absof dity  of  this 
plan.    I  shalt  just  metition  a  few  of  its  paHifeiilar 
features;  for  a  knowledge  of  which,  I  am  indebted 
to  Mr.  FothergiU.      It  appears,  that  the  money 
required  in  aid  of  this  scheme  is  not  to  be  paid  to 
the.people,  but  to  be  laid  out,  within  two  years,  in 
provisions,  stock,  and  implements ,  of  husl^ndi*y, 
under  the  direction  of  certain  mianagers.     So  far 
all  18  unexceptionable.     The  lands  upon  which  the 
settlement  is  to  be  effected,  are  to  constitute  a 
mtortgage,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  repay- 
nient  of  the  sum  expended  in  the  outfit  of  the 
settlers,  and  in  furnishing  them  with  every  neces- 
sary article.      "  During    the  laying  out  of   the 
notiey  and  the  clearing  of  the  lands,  some  slight 
reitriciibns  respecting  the  employment  andaKtoa- 
tloa   of   the   property,    will  be  imposed  on'  ih^ 
oip^ners  of  it ;  but,  after  the  payment  of  the  capitiill 
employed,  they  will  b^  free  from  all  ihterferfeiriyr 
The  time  of  such  re-paynaent,  within  ten'  years^,' 
will,  depend  on  the  industry  of  the '  settler^,  wHt) 
may  receive  their  deeds  on  redeeming  the  lan^s.^'^ 
The  projector  of  this  plan  assumes  a  family,  of  the 
deseription  to  which  he  alludes,  to  consist  of  fiVe 
persons ;  and  says,  that  the  sum   of  two  hundred 
pounds,  managed  with  ordinary  prudence,  would 
enable  such  a  family  to  acquire  a  prosperotis  seliTe- 
B&ent  in  Canada  in  two  years^  without^  any  e!j^d-^ 
sat-e  to  privations.     He  alto  imagines,  that,  Within 
ten.yea»  after  their  locatibti  in  the  country^  the 
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QMf«f][)b9)d  lie  pcm&Mbedv  lod  tbesn  twtf  .«tr  tbe 

\  3cs^  Ihe JotMrn^y  to.  tlie-f^M^  &»£  lOG^  fimiUies^  at  £fiO  . 

F^r  tb(S  Toyage  to  ifontreal,   ...         ,    ^... 

For  the  cipences  to  be  incurr^ 
"l^tem  between  JuAe  and  October    ... 
-'  ''^fem^ 'tetweetl  OMobei^  ¥822,  and  JaoMry;   IBM 


'¥ 


'  ^Ik^  theu^AdAs,  <^  It  appesrs'lo  me  ipqioBrfMfej  Hat 
ii^Ml^^ttfl'flftpifoi'fi&y  si^  of  mm  of  tlie  clem  bnr» 
durififi&plftWd^  caa  be  plAcedcso  advanlngelinlir^ 
birth .'  te  ^  tbenii^lTOs  ahd  to  the  cmmtryv  m  .anf 
oftfabr  ;pfti«  of  the  world  u  in  Uppm  Cwada^  r 
.  ii^  In  \n^^  the  parish  of  Barkham,  hl  BerkBhiBe» 
contdiiied  t^ro  faandred  inhabitants^  of  wfaoHLabqiit 
forty^  besides  the  siek^  received  relief  ta  the  amomif 
of' seventy ^ve  pounds  a*-year^  The  ayj«aga«Qi*' 
pmce  df  rapporting  the  families  of  lafaoaren  in 
Barki^i^  was  then  about  twenty>-five  poinds  «oh^ 
miihm^ihe  rat6  of  seventy^rfive  pounds  to.beudfrr 
vis^e  amongst  a  number  of  people: equivalent ie^ 
three  ordinary  families,  which  may  be  said  \o.  hi. 
tbfit'Rumher  JB  excess  ol  the  .what:  of  amffe]rni^i|tf^ 
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If  iVli^  piuriiii'^Mvid.  tordiflka 

'  ^^  TJie  meimsfor  settUn^tbree&iniUesJiiiUppeKr 
Canada  ^kr  aiNNined  io  (  bd  «t^  loan  vf '  am  lurnds^' 
pounds^  to  be  repaid  in  ten  years^  aa  before^stated ; 
and  ibis  wm  wi)l  be  raised  eaaity  by  u  mortgage  bt 
the  rates  under  the  simetion  of  an  Act  bf  Partia» 
ment.'-i-Thtts  the  rates  will  be  lowered  forthwith  io 
theJnteresI  of  .that  Joan.;  Mzt^.  tortl^xty  pounds  a. 
yettr  from  8eFenty«flve^pOond9$  and  they  ^iUide- 
crease  continaally  in  propertion  as  the  loaii  shall 
be  repaid;  and  as  the  town-plot  and  other  land 
iippurtioned  to  the  parish  shall  become  marketable^ 
Tlmrwiil  be  variable  in  point  pf  time,  and  the 
atnAimfe ^ tine ipnMeedSiWill depfend .«xt 4he  genMal 
fnmpestibj  of.  the. whole  settlcmektt  i .  itdan  ha«dl[;^ 
fiail- of  making  .a  very  considerable  r^tiim  wi|lKi>> 
s^ven .  years  of  >  the  .cqlonisti' .  quitting .  Engl^iidf* 
According,  to ;.  the .  expendilure  ^  of  >Bteld)ia^«  f,)m. 
wtaa  for  a  surplus  population  of  one  hundred  ^ 
milie%istwo  thousand  five  hundred,  poandsa^yeaav 
Upon  this  income  it. would  be  easy  to  horrow^ 
twenty  thousand  pound#  undfer  the  authority  of  an 
Aoi  of.  Parliament  £  The  interest  on  which^  being, 
taken  at. one  thousand  po«nds.aryeari  the ^ parish 
froto.which  the  colonists  eould  proceed. would  viake^ 
^  .preaent  annual  swing  lof  one  thousand  five  htliSK 

dred  pounds.  

, .  ^^To  a  M4itlement  of  this  description^  the  mtea^ 
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gMi)  tfaoalcLtd^ydtaJtli^ivi  Whole  4iitteiitidli;rtBnlMtf 
leadfiir  bf  ihtelligeiieie  .wooM  ]^ea]9|»l)rvcmiKiefated 
hy  tlu&  mharB  of  wild  Imids  to  be  apportioned  to  him 
m^redpect  >€f  a  colony^  of  from  five  bundred  to  twe 
tkdiisandtfamiliesr." 

'  If  Mthe  *4Uithor  of  this  plan  ever  vtidted  Goiiacb^ 
he«  itMirt  eetainly  have  don.^  so  without  acquiring' 
any  nfliaterial  knowledge  either  of  the  country  or  of 
its  inhabitants;  for  if  he  had,  such  a  visionary 
scheme  as  this  could  never  have  been  framed  by  his 
inventive  imagination.  The  sapposition,^^tliat  otiy 
man,  no  matter  how  fragid  his  fare,  andhow  eeiN 
nomieal  his  domestic  ahd  agricultural  armnges( 
mettts^ 'could  leave  jBngla»d  with  a  iamiiy  of  five 
perMQ^and  with  no  mbre  than  two  bmdred  p<»ipdsi 
cross  the  Atlantic,  travel  nearly  one  thousand  wklis 
into  the  nilerioriofOanadavefieot  a  settlement  io 
the  wilderness,  and  within  a  period  of  ten  y^ar»be 
able  to  repay  the<lioan  of  tw  hundred  poonds^^^ 
too  absurd  to  be  credited  by  any  one  whose  know- 
ledge of  Caiiadia  is^  mffitiently -extensive  to  enable 
him  to  know,  that  the  produce  of  Upper  Canada  is 
of  so  little  value  that  a  Mshel  of  fine  flour  maybe 
purchased  for  less  than  half-a-<crown.  It  may  Be 
conceived  by  the  fire-side,  that,  to  clear  twenty 
pounds  per  annum^on  a  Canadian  estate,  is  a  task, 
foT'  the  performance  of  which  no  greatpraise  would 
be  due ;  and  that  twenty  pounds  a-year  for  ten 
years  would  serve  to  pay  the  two  hundred  pomh, 
if  no  intetrest  were  charged.  But  how  triflmg  ioevw 
the  accomplishment  of  this  may  t^ppear  to  European 
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iarraera^  it  » an  undbniabUlMtpihatrthbtm  doear 
not  exist  in  Upper  Canada^  w^'OMldi  dfiectiaor 
great  a  saving  in  bui  agriealtucal  puvsaifaiyif  Im 
were  placed  in  the  oireunutanoesi  of  the  >witieni 
who  are  the  objects  of  the  plan  before  .mew.  Itiia 
allowed  by  all  persona  acqaainted  with  ■Conada, 
and  by  none  more  readily  than  by  the  Canadians 
themselves,  that  a  farmer  who  now  supports!  his 
family  by  the  produce  of  his  land,  without  being 
indebted  to  the  merchant,  does  well,  and  is' entitled 
to  the  praise  of  a  good  economist  and  an  industrious 
husbandman*  So  far  however  is  this  <froB»  being 
generally  the  case,  that  two*tibiirds>of  the  fisymers 
lU'the  Province  owe  more  than  their.  .r^peeAive 
propertite  would  sell  for,  if  tbey.i^ere  '^exposedfto 
sale  under  an  execution.*  '^.;r...^^. 

t/  A  few  days  ago^  I  addressed  ther.foilowin^  ieiiw 
oillario  thope  of  my  father^a  settlers,^  who^ate/iioiiir 
residing  in  the  township  of  Londion  t    ..<:   (  >*    irt. 

«  Mount  Talbot,  Jttfy  Irf,  18*3* 
"Sir, 

"  Being  about  to  depart  from  your  settle- 
ment, with  the  intention  of  once  more  visiting  my 
native  land  9  and  being  confident  that  your  friends 
will  make  many  inquiries  respecting  your  situation 
aiid  prospects  in  Canada,  some  description  of  which 
couptry  I  design  shortly  to  submit  to  the  :ccm- 
aideration  of  the  British  Public,  I  havo  resolved  to 
solicit  from  you  a  detailed  account  of  the  monies 
which  you  possessed  on  leaving  Ireland^  the  qu$in- 
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iitfosii^.siB^^'ffthcitherriiyoiii  ar^;or  abe.  not  'aaiisfied 
withryoncadopiti^dieouiitry*'   «     j     .    •    i*         .'i.* 

.^e,  of,  l?i(i?vHy,  J,,fe^yflo^l«jW:n' m^^  wM^ 

produce,  thc^nfftti^ityj^fll  thp  , fwbe^^e.,<)^^,,^|^cfe^|[ 
Itave  taken  the  liberty  to  animadvert.  These  set- 
tlers were  sober,  frugal  and  mdUi^fioiis  men,  three- 
fourths  of  whom  £a<i  been  farmers  in  their  native 
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idiecinittt  plart  ya^ngoBciii  of  di«fdl  *fiuniliB«r${a(RK].f 
ag^J  dar^  iay' you/ are  aU^fvoin  j^aafc^nteeGrrtoticm 
te  atieat  respecting  sdme- of  tStem^iSoiber^.ii^ 
ba%.  and  damgal  in  tim^  hafoit8;k  ''^iappeiors^/duyki-^ 
ever,  that  after  a  resadjen€»'^h§t^  \yean^m'UM 
country,  they  are  >  totally. ;  de^tiittte'  df  "money. 

It  ia  rtolarkabl^,  that  when  that  elegant 
writer  Geoffry  Crayon,  Esquire,  wished  to  illus- 
ti^t^  tW  character  of  a  iiftati  imtkinted'hy  the  Vices 
M  ttfiadorhod  With  l^e'refliii^tti^tsr.bf  th^  eltyj^lMr 
(6hW  fdi^  hisr  h^ror  the  old  Ei^^ikfa  f^rtiieir^  Hapf{>ily 
iTrfe  from  the  rage  for  emi^Mttibh/iEktid       ^-^^i^ 

.  .,  ,  .        ..  Ckinteoi^ to  breathe  Us, niitivfi^air    .  ,  y,     j 

On  his  own  firound.     . 

Observation,  I  suppos^y-^and'no  nfian^bouId'WHfi^ 
like  him  without  observing  much,—r*eonviuced  thii 
a^tnpMshed  writer,  that  ^^  Ready-money ''^  Jack 
or  JoNATHAH  was  a  name  wbidi  woald  sitiM  the 
Moulders  ^f  his  countrynie^  aiid  their  neighboiirs, 
ttoch  like  the  peac^pk's  feathers  ott  the  t^l  tfff ;^1^ 
Jack-daw,  aiiid  as  r  iron .  sfaa1^^^]th  iroii,  might 
«i|:cite  their  irt  by  the  veitr  offrony  wbfeh  it  Would 
dJscloilB.  He  theref9rfe^ery  wi8i^lbP''*^^?f<^i^^.!^he 
title  to  the  man,  who„  when  occasion  retifuires,  ipaxk 
produce  the  gold^n^coini^  oi?  ki»  country y  <^  and 
ftWer  altows  a  debt  to  fttand  unpaid."  Our  •eoun* 
tfi^vAM  and  fc^lQW-subjeots  beipe,  are,  bow&ver^  ^ 
fahr  irom  wpportidg  tfais' chVNtetei',  thali^in  ^me^ 
^^ases  opt  of  ten,  the  emigrants  who  have  arrived 
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in  Canada,  within  the  last  ten  years^  are  not  only 
without  any^  cash, .  but  have  not  been  able  to  raia^ 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  grain  for  their  owh  sub- 
sistence. 

The  last  of  these  circumstances  is  occasioned  by 
the  following  causes  :-^The  land  in  America  yields 
an  abundant  crop  the  first  year  it  is  cultivated,  and 
whea  simply  harrowed  over.     The  second  year  it 
produces  less  abundantly,  but  still  at  a  tolerabk' 
rate.     But,  after  this,  it  will  scarcely  produce  a 
quantity  of  corn  equal    to   that  which  is    sown, 
unless  it  be  ploughed.      The  persons,   therefore, 
whose  names  I  have   mentioned,  and  indeed  all 
European  emigrants,  on  their  first  arrival  in  the 
country,  pos^tess  a  degree  of  vigour,  activity,  and 
industry,  which  enables  them  to  clear  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  land  as  soon  as  they  have  taken 
possession  of  their  farms.      When  this  has  been 
accomplished,  and  a  single  abundant  crop  is  real-* 
ized  upon  it,  the  sur^^Ius  of  which  it  is  difficult  to 
dispose  of  to  advantage,  they  greatly  relax  in  their 
endeavours ;  and,  from  an  idea  that  tkej/  are  iU^paid 
for  their  industry^  begin  to  relinquish  their  desigiis 
of  further  extending  their  clea^red  lands,  and.  trutt 
that  the  land  already  cleared  will  afford  them  a 
a    plentiful    supply  for    their  immediate  wants, 
beypnd  which  they  do  not  consider  it.  adviaeable 
to  look*     The  second  year  does  very  well ;  but^ 
bi^fore  the  expiration  of  the  third,  their  fields  are 
so  overgrown  with  weeds^  that  all  hopeaof  a  £tttii- 
ful  harvest  are  abandoned.       Ploughs  they  now 
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diffcover  to  be  actually  neoessary;  but  their  casli 
by  this  time  beings  almost  exhausted,  the  difficulty 
of  proourbg  these  articles  compels  many  of  them 
to  resume  the  axe,  and  submit  once  more  to  the 
labour  of  clearing  the  woods. 

This  was '  precisely  the  case  of  the  settlers,  of 
whose  names  I  have  given  you  a  list.   In  the  WiBf^ 
ter  after  their  arrival  in  the  countiy,  and  in  the 
Spring  following^ — justly  considering  an  acre  of 
cleared  land  &s  a  jewel  of  great  value,  and  ib  the 
hey-iay  of  strength  and  industry, — they  cleared  the 
gfreotest  part  of  the:  land  assigned  to  them^  and 
prepared  it  for  cultivation.      In   consequence  of 
this  spirited  commencement,  they  werer  enabled  to 
raise  nearly  a  sufficient  stock  of   provisions  for 
their  families,  the  first  Summer  after  their  loca- 
tion.    The  next  Summer,  having  extended  their 
clearing?  a  little  further  the   preceding  Witater, 
they  had  enough,  and  even  some  to  spare.     Biit 
when  they  came  to  gather  in  the  produce  of  the 
third  Summer,  it  was  found  so  scanty  as  barely  to 
yield  thmn  a  subsistence.    The  necessity  of  ploughs 
ing  was  now  evident;  but  they  had  not   ^^tha 
wherewitbaF'  to  procure  the  proper  in^trumentsy 
and^beibgyerylothetoenier  on  the  clearing  of  more 
land,  they  trusted,  that,  by  a  more  diligent'  atten- 
tion  to   a  fourth  crop,   they  should  succeed  ih 
obtainHig  a  sufficient  .quantity  of  grain  ft>r  their 
doniestic  consumption.     It  remaiits  only  for,  me.  to 
say^  the  event  has  proved  the  folly  of  this  system'; 
and  the  settlers  are  now  convinced,  that  they  are 
Vol  IL  O 
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iu  a  diIemte«9~fho  two  Itorni  of  whick  are,  tbi 
plough*dmrf ,  and  tl^e  a:se ;  without  resortiiig  t# 
one  of  whtchy  they  will  never  be  able  to  effect 
their  eaoape,  I  will  not,  howeyer»  enforce  tlw 
moral  of  the  proverb  tummg  them^  af  twe  m2l 
IchoMe  the  i.£A8t;  for  I  c^iiQctive  the  i^bger 
implement  would  in  their  case  altimately  prove  tii» 
most  benefioiaU  «   ^ 

^  From  this  ataftraEtant  and  thesis  remark^  I  tjbink 
it  is  pcfrfedtly  evident^  that  the  plan  of  our  iHAdoa 
anthor  for  sending  out  em%rants  to  Cada^  Ham^ 
9var  well  it  might  answer  the  views  of  ihQ9e  wk% 
look  at  wok.  matters  thxoughtke  medium  of  thftV7 
alone>  is  nnpraotieable>  aind  could  not  poosiUjp  h^toi 
any  permanent  utility  to  the  distressed  popufaAit>ii 
of  Britain.  No  doubts  the  sum  of  two  huhdj!ed 
pottiids  is  fully  adequate^  if  properly  ma|[iaged>  to 
efiect  a  settlement  for  five  persons  in  imy  part  of 
Canada;  but  of  what  Jmitimg  valu«  would  ithf)t#ef- 
tbmeat  b&  to  its,  owners^  if^  at  tlm  e^pifff^ioi^v^ 
titn^yeaoNi  of  toil  and  hard  Iabotir»  .th»y  .findtUbwpr 
selves  miable  to  redeem  their IsildS): andean  aonei^ 
sary  consequonce,  be  oompellcHi  to  retumt^Slft 
ofiAbeiv  $oi-disani  benefiaMstovainiorefljiedj  jyaif^^.i^l^il*^ 
imd  themselves  removed  bgr.  OM  rnddfRei^M^Wj 
from' at.  least,  a  distant  prQapei3(^>a€:  e^nforAit.Ai^ 
situation  whieb  affords;no  oaftlei  to  the  tify^  bQF^ 
tka:  <ilosa  and  erowdtng  formn  ^  pnnaiy  'tuft  utMt 
vatioik,  with  all  tkeit  innumen^le  train  fof^ilh  Irr. 
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LETTER  XXXI Vi 

•  ^     •     ■•       :     ;  .      .  .,.      M  .i    -.:'  ; 

SMIORdLtfOM^HMTtMATBD   ftXPENCC  Of    RtEHOThfd  A>WPBll  thl^ 

.  Miur :  or  nva  pcKfloNS   to  uppbb  cakada  aud  mrtmn^ 

r  ?N(9lfL  \  C01|r69TABX«Y — ^BKC(KJRAGE3MNT     OF    ■  OOyfBtflWyT-v 

«AUB  OP  THE    CROWN    RESERVES     TO    AID    THE*  INTRRNAL.  IM- 

PROYEMENt   OF    THE   COUNTRY — ^PRODUCE   AND    CONSEQUENCES 

OF     SUCH     SALE— •REFLECTIONS     ON      RXTINSIYE      EMl^ftATtOBT 

r,  rIloW  IRELANO— OALClTLATlOlf  CAT    Tf|C  «lfAM>M  OT   Lik^i^Mn 

'MA'dEROLE  FAVrKR^^SMEARRAStNUBNlW  OF    THtk  i>OdR  WHO'/gltNi 

w||fY|l  AT   «CE0EC  WITHOUT    MONtEY-^BXEttTIONS  Ifiaci^    T^lkY 

'    H4KB   FOR  OBTAINING    A  IIYELIHOOD— GRADATIONS    RY  WlpH 

A  .  PAUPER    ASCENDS    TO    INOEPENDENCE ^ADVANTAGES  WHICK 

CANADA   PRESENTS  TO  SETTLERS  OF   THE   POORER  CLASSES.  *'  ' 

J  Aif  d^id^dly  of  crpmioii/that  tnuok  lens  ttoiA 
Wtf  hundred  pocmds  given  to  each  family  conMlt-, 
ife]^  of^  five  inemberg,  without  requiring  it  to  b* 
t&ptliA^y  would  be  fully  adequate  to  their  retiNrral 
aiid  *  ftettletnefnt,  And  to  place  them  in.  oirc^vm- 
fftances^  out  of  wbich^  with  frugality  and  indmtryi 
a  tiecent  competency  for  themselvesi  and  their 
pdtfterity  would  in  due  time  arise.  If  Government 
^oidd  employ  some  of  those  ships  whieh  «tre  ttrt)W 
laid' upland  rotting  in  various  parts  of  tbe^  worlds 
or  clth^  more  convenient  vessels,  in  the  traiispor- 
Nation  of  emigrants  to  Upper  Canada,  a  family  of 
five  persons,  three  of  whom  are  supposed  to  be 
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ekiUhviiy^ imght  be  <k)wveyed  to  tbrseiti  of :6ofr€^D- 

ftietit  of  U|)per  Canada^^oT  kss  than  twenty  poandB, 

iiiofaidfin^  i>rorisk)ns  of  ^very  de^esription.     It  k 

eipiaUy :  clear,  that  forty'  pounds   would  support 

them  for  one  year  after  theit  arrival,  besides  )pro- 

taring  them   the  necessary  implements    of  has- 

bsiidl-yy  an^  such  stock  as  would  enaUe  thJsmto 

ibfipenM  with  any  farther  assistance  dunn^  the  rosl 

mUbmit  lires* 

AdttSittuiilp  that  Government  would  send  such,  a  family 
'.  pjjtj  \a  their  owjl  vessels^-^-^he  wages  of  aeamen^  the 
wear  and  tear  of  the  ship,  and  £fuitable  provisions 
'  '^6r  fiV6  persons^  might  be  paid  for  from  any  part  of 
hiGfcestfOritainf <»r  irels&cl  to-Montreal,  £dr  ...     It .  0    0 

F#Wge.,irom  Montreal  to  Yorfc^  if  in  Government  f 

■,  ,boats,  allowing  the   Government  the  hire  of  the 
^  faah&>  and  the  price  which  the  provisions  might 
^;cort  '  ...  ...  ...  ..^  ..,      S    0  4> 

^fprn^yotk^  to  land  set  apart  for  their  admission/the 
,  aistaiice  not  exceeding  100  miles,  conveyed  by  the 
**oiceh  which  should  be  purchased  for  them  ...      10   0 

Agult«of  oxieQ,  8lfid»anddiatD,  if  the  latter  be  puiv  ^      ^ 

■  -clwe^  »n  England     ...  ...     13    0  9 

Two  cows       ...  ...  ...      6    0   0 

fSVo-axes,  two  hoes,  irons  for  plough,  and  nine   haf*      • '' 
liiyKW'^teeth- ...  »..  ...  ...  .!♦    ^'fO,# 

^jnp  indispensable  articles  of  household  furniture,  ^  . 

such  as  pots,  kettle,  &c.  ...  ...       2    U    0  • 

BUilditig' a  common  log-house,  such  as  settlers  of  |)ie 

:  ^iJiQwer.  (Class  generally  build      ...  ...       T^ilQ^  j^ 

Provisions*  for  IS  months:  Say  12  barrels  of  flours  at.  , 

'  two  flollars  and  a  half  per  barrel,  and  one  barrel  of 
V 'jkirk' at  Mght  dollars  per  barrel  ...'  ...     ^^  lii  6 

'■''*■'.  * '  kWT^o 

tUs  ekw  wiUsubiUt  much  more  ^omforiabfy  than  Ihey  did  hffurt  thg 
wme  to  the  countty. 
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«  l^im  .miiD  sfrpeart  •  to  me  to*  •  be  fatty.  anffieioifctiA^ 
dd  all  that  iftreafly  neeelisai^.talse  doneior  tottleni 
cif  this  classy  and  if  it  be  possible  to  lead  siicli  jieih 
sonfl  two  hundred  pounds  for  tea  years^:  it  is:  oc^n 
tamly  possible  to  'give  titem  sixty  pounds  wtithditl  . 
r^qairiDg  it  to.be  repaid :  For  if  two  hundirecl 
pduhds  were  put  oat  to  interesty  instead. of ybtjog 
lent  ta  the  settlers^  that  sum  woald  in  less  than  iteh 
years,  produce  considerably  more  thantb^  amcmnl 
proposed  to  be  gratuitously  given*  How  difieariMat 
would  the  feeljhgs  of  persons  in  thissituatidn'Be, 
from.those  of  persons  subject  tojiaveftheir  nu.ud^cp^- 
tinually  haunted  with  the  dread  of  an  eodrmourdii^bt 
which  they  would  be  utterly  unable  to  disdhat^'el  ^ 
If,  however,  the  Supreme  Government  wo^»ld 
mahifest  a  spirited  desire  to  improve  the  internal 
navigation  of  the  Canadas,  and  to  ehcbulrage '^th^ 
ipultivatipn  of  hemp  and  tohacco,  ^ufficieni.  would 
be  done  for  paupto  emigrants,  and  parttoularl;^ 
for  young  men,  by  landing  them  on  this  side  'c^ 
the  Atlantic*  '  Imniediate  employm^jit  n^ight  tlu^ 
be  reckoned  upon  with  (;ertainty,  and  would 
}>e  easily  procured  ;  and  an  industrious  man,  within 
the  limits  of  .a  single  year^  oould  not  fail  (^  jpbtajn 
a  sufiBcient  sum  to  establish  him  ^ipon  his  tyi^u 
lands*  If,  the  Canadas  are  properly  regarded,  as  a 
valuable  portion  of  the  British  Empire,  scir^ly 
jidlnethipg  more  should  be  done  for  them  than  has 
aver  yet  btoen  attempted.  Sure  I  am^  that  if  some 
of  tKose;  hundreds  of  thousands  which  are  almbst  * 
aitoiially  voted  away  by  the  Imperial  Paflianu^ati^ 
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fbr  tliSe  ftsityer  deec«atiim  of  WH^mgs^  alhsaiiy 
BttflScientry  «ptendid,  and  this  support  ^^steblisrfN 
ifietit«  already  toe  munifieantly  endowed^  were 
devoted  to  tlie  improvement  of  tbb  portion  of  the 
British  Colonies^  a  great  benefit  would  speedily 
devbhre  on  the  people  of  England.  If  the  exten- 
pX3n  of  your  commeroe  l>e  desirable^— ^if  the  enridfa- 
nient  of  your  remotest  dependencies  be  an  object 
worthy  of  regard, — if  the  possession  of  valttisUe 
territories,  capable  of  receiving  and  sustaining 
iniliidns  of  your  overgrown  population,  naw  fdn^ost 
literacy  perishing  for  want  of  employment,' — if 
these  be  advantages,  and  if  Canada  be  worth  the 
paternal  care  of  your  Government,  —  why  has 
sh^  fiot  experienced  greater  attention  ?  '  Why 
ddes  she  not  obtain  a  portion'  of  that  liberality 
Which  the  Parliament  of  England  so  frequently 
iind  laudably  displays?  Let  the  dwellers  in  Great 
Sritain  and  Ireland  convince  us,  that,  thouglr  we 
are  separated  from  them  by  the  Western  OcAn, 
they  regard  us  as  members  of  the  same  ramfly, 
and  fehepefere'  entitled  to  their  fttvQuraUe  consider* 
tition.  We  already  purchase  from  the  merchants 
of  Great  Britain  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  their 
Manufactures,  and  were  our  condition  improved  we 
iihould  soon  be  able  to  increase  our  amount  of  pur- 
chases ;  and  in  return  we  are  competent  to  supply 
^ou  as  a  nation  with  many  articles  of  great  utility, 
for  which  you  now  resort  to  foreign  nations*  We 
feel  the  most  ardent  attachment  to  yowf  Croveni- 
tnent,  your  institutions,  your  laws^  andj  as  soeii^^ 
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w^*  iUnk  oorpelres  eSLtitled  to  a  gteaiot  almre  of 
yoiftr  as0i8tanee  than  wd  have  hitherto  received/*  , 

I  do  not  mean  to  state^  that  we  stand  in  par* 
ticularneed  of  pecuniary  aid  from  England;  biit 
if  the  Supreme  Government  wpuld  direct  its  atteih* 
tion  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  country »  I  have 
no  doubt  that  means  would  be  founds  within  the 
Uf^per  Province  alone^  fully  adequate  to  the 
accomplishment  of  every  thing  that  is  necessary 
tor  the  improvement  of  its  navigation^  the  repair- 
ing and  cutting  of  roads^  and  the  erection  of  p|^b- 
lie  works  for  the  protection  of  our  trade^  liberty, 
qnd  independence. 

In  the  two  following  pages  I  have  exhibited  ,a 
]^an  of  one  of  the  new  townships  of  the  IJjpp^T 
Province^  and  have  distinguished  the  lots  w^iieh 
are  set  apart  by  authority^  under  the.  tijtle.  of 
*  Crown"  and  *'  Clergy  Rbsbrves  :"  On  tjie  for- 
mejr  of,  these  I  shall  proceed  to  offer  some  ob$#r- 
Vfitipns  connected  with  the  improvement  of  Uppj^r 
Canada, 
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T&ifl  plan  exhibits  the  division  of  a  Township  into 
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CcircB3&iaNd  and  Lots^  each  Lot  containing  SOO  acres. 
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^  HieM  are  already  no  leas  than  222  orgvmxeA 
ti>wn»hip8  in  the  Upper  Province^  which  contain 
upwards  of  1 8^000^000  acres  of  land,  two-sevenihs 
ef  which  are  reserved, — on^  seventh,  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  Protestant  Clergy, — and  the  other 
seventh,  under  the  appellation  of  ^^  crown  reserves*^ 
Although  both  these  reserves  tend  to  impede,  tks 
))re8ent  improvement  of  the  country,  remaininig 
as  they  do  almost  wholly  uncultivated,  I  have  itf> 
wish  to  see  those  diminished  which  have^  in  my 
pinion,  been  wisely  set .  apart  for  the  support  of 
the  Clergy.  But  as  I  can  neither  perceive  tins 
necessity  nor  the  expediency  of  the  crown-reserves 
lying  in  the  possession  of  the  Government^  I  most 
Jieairtily  wish,  not  merely  to  witness^  their  dimi- 
nutsoo,  but  also  their  total  resignation  into  the 
liands  of  purchasers.  Many  of  these  reseived 
lunds  are  in  the  best-situaied  and  qiost  fertile 
taWnships  in  the  Province,  and,  if  offered  Siir 
sale>  would  readily  meet  with  purchasers. 
^  The  total  amount  of  crown  lands,  now  in  the 
province^  is  upwards  of  2,^00,000  aeras.  If  liie 
^vemment  would  consent  to  dispose  of  these 
laads,  in  lots  of  200  acres,  to  persons  desirous  of 
litirehanng,  and  would* extend  the  same  privilege 
to  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  es 
would,  on  becoming  proprietors^  take  the  oatti  «f 
allegiance  to  his  Majesty  and  reside  in  the  country, 
^veryaore  of  these  reserves  would  be  bought  up 
before  the  expiration  of  three  years ;  and  a  food 
would  by  this  means  be  created^  siiffiinent  far  the 
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MtfMMiftI  improvement  tt  the  coanfiry.  The  yalud 
of  some  of  the  reserves  has  been  comidemUy 
toereesed  by  tbe  various  improTements  ^hick  have 
been  made  arettiMt  them ;  in  conaequenee  of  whieh 
%h^  wo«Id  8^  for,  at  }ea«t^  ten  dollars  an  acre : 
&o  that,  I  h«re  no  doilbt^  but  the  sum  of  ^,600,000, 
at  the  moderate  average  of  one  poand  per  acsve^ 
might  ea^ly  be  ratsed,  within  the  period  to  which 
i^ have  alluded.  To  my  certain  knowledge^  there 
are  many  thousands  of  the  qumidam  subjeots  of 
Great  Britain,  n6w  in  the  United  States 4>f  Ameriea^ 
M^ho  would  joyfully  embrace  such  an  opportunity 
tft  returning  to  their  allegiance*  In  whatever  paint 
^f  Tiew  this  subject  may  be  eonsidered^  the  prd* 
poeed  arrangement  appears  frau^t  with  itiealon* 
table  benefit.  It  wouk)  not  only  prcnnote  the  eolo- 
Hiiiation  and  general  improvement  of  the  coiintryy 
and  the  health  of  its  inhalntants,  but  wanld  also 
induce  capitalists  to  emigrate  to  it^  and  afibrd 
sunple  meana  of  employment  fw  pauper  emigratite^ 
who^  starved  in  their  native  couiitry,  might  oome 
over  to  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  oat  a 
livelihood. 

Much  is  every  whero  said  of  the  propriety  and 
Indispenssableness  of  adopting  some  measuvesr  for 
restoring  tranquillity  to  Ireland :  But,  I  greatly 
fear,  that  with  suck  an  over-»grtown,  half-starved 
popalation,  there  remains  hut  littk  prospect  of  ttiy 
immediate  change  fer  the  better  in  that  depreesed 
isottntry.  Before  a  people  can  be  mado  j-ordevly 
and  subject  to  tha  law8>  they  most  be  placed  in 
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ijiiil^ioiis  to  enable  tbem  to  procure  tlie  n^essa^ 
fncJktis  of  subsistence  for  themselves  and  families. 
It  IS  the  m<>st  egregious  folly  to  expect^  that  any 
ifaati  could  remain  tranquil  and  contented  while  his 
hxAily  \vereftimishing  for  want  of  food^and  while 
he  was  both  able  and  willing  to  labour  for  their 
support,  but  found  it  impossible  to  procuire  employ- 
ment. ^  Until  some  means,  therefore,  are  adopted 
by  "O^hich'the  sorrows  of  the  Irish  peasant  may  b^ 
somewhat  sweetened,  or,  in  plain  language,  hy 
whSoh  his  moral  and  civil  condition  may  be  im- 
proved;' until  his  mind  becomes  more  enlightened, 
tofd'his  body  better  fed  ;  soldieris  may  array  them- 
i^elVes  before  his  wretched  dwelling,  to  enforce 
obedience  to  those  laws,  to  the  violation  of  which 
^'^Ms  poverty,  and  not  his  will,  consents,'*  and 
2}6Uc6-men  may  still  prevent  him  from  brea^thing 
After  s^un-set  the  uncontaminated  air  of  heaven: 
But  it  Will  not  avail, — still  will  hunger  occasionally 
ithte  htm  in  the  face ;  and  when  his  attention  is 
ttM'ned  t^  discern  the  cause,  though  he  may  be  mis* 
token  in  sdme  of  his  ideas,  it  is  natural  enough  that 
he  should  execrate  the  laws  of  his  country,  winch, 
bef  thinks,  were  forged  only  for  the  purpose  of 
eihdaVing  him,  and  reducing  him  to /a  stated  of 
pbverty  and- wretchedness. 

'  jFoi*  ihy  tJwn  part,  when  I  think  ,of  ,the  presettt 
itttttfeiise  population  of  Ireland,  and  cbnidder  what 
it  may  be' if  it.  goes  on  tb  kicrease  for  the  next 
tkit^y  years  in  the  same  ratio  in 'winch  it  has 
iiicfbaiseH  duHng  the  Ic^t  ,twentyrfive  years,  I  <in- 
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iiQJb^b^lictre  H  po9fulble  for  suob  a  mass  of  p€K>p^.  to 
find  employment  in  their  own  country,  wbif^  is 
not  onl^  small  in  proportion  to  its  inhabitanfei^  but 
is  almost  entirely  devoted  to  agriculture.  I£  sucb 
an  increase  should  take  place, — and /(here  is  every 
probability  that  it  will, — we  may  calculate  6n  »A 
population  of  14,0(K>,000soulS;^  by  the  olppe.of  that 
period..  Surely^  therefore,  means  should  be  tUfkeni 
tp  prevent  so  terrible  an  overflow!  Some  persons 
tbmk,  and,  in  my  opinion,  think  justly  that  exten- 
sive colonization  is  the  only  means  by  whiicl^  ifh^ 
calamity  of  a  numerous  and  discontented  peasantry 
can  be  averted;  and  Canada  is  a  country  wM<^ 
would  afford,  to  many  millions  of  them,  a  safe,  am) 
oomforiable  asylum.  It  was  observed  by  «M?;» 
Wilmot  Horton,  in  the  last  Session  of  th^  Brj^^sh 
Parliament,  that  it  had  been  estimated  th^.a  iqf^ 
might  be  conveyed  to  Canada,  located^  pi:ov|dffi 
yBfi^  a  cow  and  maintenance  for  a  year,  for  a;  sftfft 
of  thirty-five  pounds;,  a  woman  foi*  twepAyr^y* 
poand3;  and  a  child  under  twelve  years  of  age 
for  fourteen  pounds;  making  an  average  of  twCfUty^ 
fojar  ppunds  a  head.  Moderate  as  this  calcfilatiQA 
may  appear,  I  know  from  actual  personal'  ejxiperi^ 
^nce^  which  is  in  every  case  the  best  kind  of  k^ovk^* 
ledge,  that  half  of  this  sum  is  quite  sajQSciaat  iQV 
effieicting  such  a  purpose.  It  will  appear  from.ifhe 
^alpulation  I  have  already  given ,  that  a  ^ucaily 
of  five  persons  may  be  conveyed  to  Canada, 
lopated  on  their  land^,  provided  with  tv;:o  cows 
and  a  yoke  of  ojcen,  for  little  more  than  fifty-nine 
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pottiuk^  whiob  is  m\y^  twelve  poahAi  itMlisftdb 
Sfothal^  oa  the  plaa  pvbposed  by  Mn  HoHim; 
fifty  powidi  would  be  fully  sufficient  for  loeai*. 
ing  a  family  of  fivo  persomk 

The  pauper  emigraBts  who  tioW  arrive  in  Canadb 
by  their  own  exertione^noi  only  isuffer  a  multitHde 
of  hardships,  and  encotmtier  laimHieQrable  and  almost 
ineyxtabie  diffieultiefi,  but  fi^equently  ppoire  a  boonnp 
bortfaen  on  the  inhabitania  of  Montreal  an4  Qtw<» 
beo.  In  the  Winter  of  1819-20,  I  believe  neaily 
five  huizdred  pe«K)ns  of  this  description  were^  sii|k 
{ATrbed  in  these  cities  by  public  eharity ;  and  ■wuity 
otheiss  were  scattered  up  and  down  tihe  eaontry) 
whese  thay  were  compelled  to  aubsjut^  duTai)[p  m 
fmmce  winter^  on  the  scanty  fare  which  tbeir  ImU# 
fficertsons  procured  for  them.  By  Ifae  time  wbM 
pefsotts  like  these  arrive  in  Montreal^  their  Mtti^ 
ttoekof  caeby  aD4  the  provisions  which -tfafgr  had 
in  'for  their,  voyage  aei^oss  the  Athmtic^.  «yoi  6m 
qoently  exhausted*  AecustoDltod  liow0i;iery  aath«f 
Wwcy  while  in>  their  nati'vte  country^  ta  hmtpG&t 
Hada  spoken  of  in  the  anosi  &ivomdbfe  hgifet^'  tb^ 
still  imilgiiie  k  an  eaay matter  to  obtain*  a^iBreti^ 
bood|  although  they  are  little  aoquain ted  wttb'4iM 
|VopOT  method  to  be  adopted  for  this  pttrpoMi  iat 
this '  situatiotiy  they  take  lodgings  tn  tbe^ciljt  <lt 
sdbudbs  for  a  few  dayst,  and  eoti  verse  witlsLtiie«lMi# 
bitaots,  who  persuade  them,  that  it  .is  aln0i^»^ 
difficult  a  matter  t-o  procure  em]doym«at  ;dl''^n7 
kindi  ia  Lower  Canada^  as  in  mtay  parta:of  Otmitt 
Britain.     This  they  are  at  finst  oaolin^d « 
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4»  4fflciilt  is  ^  to  remove  knpreasioiis  froikiiktiQ' 
ttifid  whiok'  have  been  long  aod  fbacUj  kidUdfedi 
Bui  ))aiaful  experience  too  aeoia  oobtihom  ibem 
of  ita  ftiooiifaay.  Fkwiiag  iti  impoaaiUo  to  obtun 
work  of  ^ny  kind^  tliey  are.»t  leoq^  oqvapeUeid  to. 
sotiotfc  the  cold  hand  of  ohwity^  to  retievae  thexvi: 
from  those  emfaeamesmeisto  whioh  they  never 
«Qtioi{mted  until  they  were  feit  in  the  most  Bggrm^, 
▼eiiag  cireiimstancfis.  In  this  wasy  ibmy  eAwn^ 
obtoin  a  temporary  relief;  bat  it  oaniiot  be  es^ 
pfoted^  that  the  mhabitants  of  a  small  eibjf  many^ 
of  whom  are  themselves  straggling  for  a  ^eotxAarkf 
able  maintenanooy  can  afford  a  sufficient'  retiefita 
all  tJM»s&  who,  from  day  to  day,  have  the  misfosiiaM^ 
to  need  it*  To  escape  from  this  grievous  dilemoM^ 
Ihci  pauper  adventurers  are  advised  to  pvooeed>if 
possible,  to  Upper  Canada,  when  efmpIcyBssait  'is 
nest  ao  searae,  and  where  lodgings  atiid  provisMHia 
ara  much  dieaper  and  moro  easily  obtaixKed.:  BoJb 
mcKoey  is  <0QoeBaary  ISor  this  uodertoking^  and  tba 
poor  omigmnts  are  reduced  to  the  painful  fDecasaity 
ef^ieonverting  into  currency  their  beds  aod  bad«^ 
olothes,  and  often  their  wearing  appareL  ;  AT'^ 
ritfted  in  the.  Upper  Province^  they  gaenerall^^  hise 
out  their  ehiMren  to  the  old  settlessy  if  thej|[  aso 
strong  enough  for  labour*  Their  wives  ako,  ^wlMun 
ttolk  encumbered  with  yoin^g:  oUldren,  pi^Qcttf e.eu^ 
plofyinent  «s  spinners,  &c*  while  their  hnskmds 
pirocoed  to  Yoi9fi,ior  the  purpose  of  obti^ii^  knd 
from^  the  Execntira  Gtovemnsmt.  With  gvort^ 
di^BEhnilty  and  MtMdi  caLpeneey  and  ttftos  a  sbam^uly 
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becaiifid  an  aiineceiiMiry^  delay,  fifty  Aerm  are  at 
length  audgned  to  each  individaal  id  some  remote 
and  perhapg  totally  anaettled.  The  emigrant  in*^ 
iiiediately  visits  his  newly-acquired  estate,  bat 
quickly  returns  to  his  family,  frightened  by  the 
desolate  appearance  of  his  land,  and  fully  deter^ 
mined  never  more  to  pay  it  a  second  visit.  But  men 
of  more  experience  than  himself  advise  him  to  hold 
his  location-ticket,  and  to  labour  for  hire  with  some 
farmer  until  he  can  provide  himself  with  the  jm'o^ 
per  means  fcNr  cultivating  his  own  ground.  He  ia 
generally  prudent  enough  to  follow  this  advice  9 
and,  after  continuing  in  the  situation  of  hind  for  twa 
years,  titkes  out  the  whole  of  his  wages  in  merchan*^ 
dize,  grain,  stock,  &c. 

He  has  then  been  long  enough  on  the  Americait 
Cantinent  to  have  acquired  notions  of  indepeB<* 
dence ;  and  he  feels  a  strong  desire  to  cultivatat 
his  own  land,  that  he  miy  thereby  become  l^rd 
and  master  of  an  undoubted  freehold  estate.  Gol-i^ 
lecting,  therefore,  the  earnings  of  all  together, 
and  converting  every  thing  to  some  useful  pur* 
pose,  he  proceeds  with  lii»  wife  and  family^ to  tl^e 
woods.  They  speedily  erect  a  log-hut,  and  then 
begin  the  arduous  employment  of  ^^  making  Leba-* 
non  a  |>lain.^'  Mills  are  generally  remote  from 
all  new  settlements }  and;  as  few  persons  of  this 
description  have  either  oxen  or  horses,  they  ara 
almost  always  compelled  to  carry  their  grain  ttpo» 
their  backs  to  the  mill,  which  is  somettmea  SO, 
and  seldom  less  than  10  or  16  milea  distant.    VTW^ 
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thb  provi^ii&  ^ih&tkmilf  imre  neatly  eithBttkeS^ 
the  iliiril)d¥iA''is<!k>mpeIFei3 'lb  proceed  to.  sdftie  oM 
Mtilelti^tity  andearn  more,  which  he  oarrieis  ott  htr 
ba<^k,  to  h%9  ne^dy  femily.  -    In  this  manner,  the 
first ,  and  often  the  second  year  of  an  emigrant's 
residence  on  his  own  land  is  dragged  out. .  Nothing' 
Imt^be  bope^f  future  independence  could  possibly 
strpport  him  under  the  weight  of  so  numy  haind^ 
sbjpl^.'  '  If  howev-er  he  be  not  prevented  by  sick- 
nesi/he  4ifts  up  his  bead  in  ^he  second  or  third 
y^ar/and,  in  oonsequence  of  his  advancffng.-iiH^i 
prOteuients  at  home,  is   released  from   the  mostv 
gritfrous  portion  of  his  former  toil,  I  mean,  thai '<rf' 
earning  provisions  abroad  ahd  bringing  them-  i6  hts  • 
family.     Being  now   provided   with  bread;]  and- 
hlK^ing^by  his  previous  labotir  procured 'two  *|yr 
three  IM9WS,  he -still  finds  a  yoke  oioxevt  necaisary - 
t<y 'complete  his  establishments      He  is  iherefcDrb'' 
cAil00raiiied  to  leave  his  fSsimily  for  aiiotfaer  year  ^  M-^ 
tfa^  expiration. of  which,  he  returns  wither  pafrirfv 
akiirdy  Meers,  and  perhaps  a  few  othir  indispensable  ^ 
iii#trunfehts  of  agriculture.  1  :   .    *..  .     ^ 

ttVwy:  article  of  primary  necessity;  for  the  cuttf-^  i 
vMtOh  of  his  farm  has  now  been  obtained  by^the' 
emfi^lfant;  but  his  wife  and  children  are  reduced  to*^ 
alMt^  of  comparative  nudity.    The  clothing^M^iieh  ^ 
thssy  brought  from  Europe,  is  now  w^orn  out,  atid' 
thej^citiiiot'afibrd  to  buy  more.  As  yet  the  prodafce 
<>f1li«f af  m  if^bafrdljr  sUlB<nenti'6r  th(G«^ 
tifkt%  anfd,  evM^  if  any  Mrplus  remained;  l^diiB- 
oiAty  of  exchanging  it  for' wearing^  CLppaftiM  «ny » " 

Vol.  II-  P 
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kind  in  the  liew  settlements^  would  be  very  greel; 
for  merchants  seldom  establish  themselves  in  any 
part  of  the  country  which  has  not  been  for  several 
years  inhabited*    The  emigrants  who  reside  in  saeh 
unfrequented  parts,  are  therefore  under  the  neoes* 
nity  of  cultivating  flax,  and  of  manufacturing  their 
t)wn  linen ;  and  until  the  fleece  and  the  flax  make 
«ome  return,  the  wife  and  children  must  content 
themselves  with  imitating,  in  some  degree, .  their 
Indian  neighbours.      Numerous  children  may  be 
seen  in  all  the  new  settlements  so  destitute   of 
clothing,  that  if  any  modesty  remained  in  their 
parents,  they  would  be  prevented  from  appearing 
before  strangers :  And  yet  the  moment  you  enter 
a  Canadian  cabin,  the  naked  inmates  of  it  array 
themselves  in  the  most  conspicuous  point  of  view, 
unweeting^  it  would  seem^  of  the  unpleasant  feel- 
ings which  such  an  exhibition  must  produce  on  tiie 
minds  of  strangers.    Iniipite  of  these  discouraging 
events,  however,  an  industrious  man,   after  the 
expiration  of  five  or  six  years,  if  he  be  not  subject 
to  drinking,  seldom  fails  to  render  himself  and 
his  family   comfortable    by  his  own    individual 
exertions. 

He  eats  his  own  ham^  Yub  own  chickens  and  lamb, 
He  sheers  his  own  fleece  and  he  wears  it 

.And,  what  is  still  more  exhilarating  to  the  mind, 
he  never  dreads  the  approach  of  the  landlord  or 
ef  the  tythe-proctor.  His  taxes  are  trifling^  and 
^though  he  certainly  has  some  difficulty  in  pay- 
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ing  then  on  aceouiit  of  the  scarcity  of  Bpeete>  th^ 
seldom  mbject.him  to  any  seriOUs  iilconT^meuce« 
How  different  is  the  situation  of  suoh  a  person  in 
Uppw  Canada^  from  what  it  ^Irould  have  been  had 
be  remained  a  poor  half-starved  hiboiirdr  in  his  oi^ 
ooantry  I  No  dread  of  heggary^  servitude,  dr  sla^ 
very,  now  casts  a  gloom  over  his  countenance,  or 
embitters  the  cup  of  plenty  from  which  he  M&y 
derive  continual  supplies ;  and  yet,  like  Alexandet 
fielkirk,  he  sometimes,  indulges  thbughts  of  his 
^^  own  native  land/'  and  heaves  a  sigh  to  be  thercji 
The  friends  of  his  youth,  the  social  amusements  id 
which  he  was  accustomed  to  partake,  md  the . 
unfading  attachment  which  all,  and  especially  the 
Irish  peasantry,  feel  &r  the  land  of  their  birth.  With 
a  thousand  nameles^  emotions  to  which  their  reo<^ 
lection  givesi  rise  in  the  bosom  oif  an  exile,  some-* 
times  produce  on  the  mind  of  thd  einigrant  to  Ca- 
nada a  partial  degree  of  dissatisfaction  with  his 
otherwise  fortunate  exchange.  ConsideiPations 
such  as  these  may  appear  to  your  philosophic  inind 
as  mere  trifles,  but  if  you  were  placed  in  similaif 
circumstances,  you  would  very  soon  think  others 
wise.  Believe  one,  who  has  experience  to  justify 
his  opinions,  that  they  are  not  to  be  lightly  thought 
of  2  For 

Let  school-taught  pride  dissemble  all  it  can. 
These  little  things  are  great  to  little  roan. 

I  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  thaft  the  natural  regrets 
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^hioh  are  occasionally  felt  by  the  man  wbommisfbr* 
tune  of  any  kind  has  driven  from  the  scenes  of  his 
tshildhood,  deserve  to  be  mentioned  as  counterba- 
lancing the  substantial  advantages  which  Canada 
affords ;  but  yet  so  long  as  our  individual  hap]»- 
ness  depends  chiefly  on  peace  of  mind,  every  thing 
which  tends  to  awaken  the  more  gloomy  pasaaona 
0f  the  soul,  iSt  according  to  the  measure  of  its  influ- 
ence,-a  serious  disadvantage. 
*  It  is  not,  however,  my  intention  to  encourage 
any  man  to  emigrate,  whose  circumstances  allow 
him  to  continue  in  his  native,  country.  Nor  is  it 
my  object  to  dissuade  the  unfortunMe  from  an 
undertaking,  which  must  eventually  be  attended 
with  great  benefits  both  to  him  and  to  bis 
posterity.  I  wish  to  state  facts,  and  allow  others 
to  reason  on  them.  Were  I  a  poor  Irish  peasant, 
compelled  to -toil  year  after  year  without  a  hope 
of  bettering  my  circumstances,  I  would  endeavour 
to  find  my  way  to. this  country,  if  such  an  object 
could.be  achieved  by  any  human  exertions.  Nay, 
if  I  could  not  otherwise  obtain  money  sufficient  to 
defray  my  expences,  I  would  attire  myself  in  the 
habit  of  a  common  beggar,  and  for  seven  years,  if 
necessary,  would  contentedly  solicit  alms,  in  order 
thereby  to  amass  the  necessary  sum  to  effect  my 
object.  Were  I  even  in  a  situation  similar  to  that 
of  many  of  your  depressed  ^^  middle-men,"  the 
parent  of  a  large  family,  and  the  possessor  of  but 
A^mall  pittance  for  their  support,  unable  from  the 
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remembrance  of  better  days  to  dig/Ho  beg  ashamed^'' 
I  would^  for  the  sake  of  my  family,  but  not  for  my 
own,  remove  at  once  to  the  Western  World,  where 
by  industry  my  children  might  attain  that  inde- 
pendence which  they  could  never  attain  in  their 
native  country.  -  But  did  I  possess  a  [property 
which  would  enable  me,  respectably  to  educate  and 
apportion  my  children,  and  comfortably  to  support 
my  family,  I  should  contentedly  and  thankfully 
«pend  my  life  in  the  land  of  my  fathers* 
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4MT^  10  CANilQA-^fft.XVATB  CAfJTAl*  HQT  PROKITAB1.T  MMf* 
PLOYED  IN  CLXAHim  l4lVD-^PR<MEC7SO  I|f  PKOT^Jf  ENT  OP  THE 
COimTRY,  BY  MEANS  OP  CANALS— DIFFICULTY  OP  SMBAHKINe 
CAPITAL  IN  CANADIAN  COMMERCE — MODE  BY  WHICH  A  MONIE9 
MAN  MAY  COMFORTABLY  SUPPORT  HIMSELF  AND  FAMILY  ON  HIS 
OWN  ESTATE— PURCHASE  OF  IMPROTED  LAND  PREFERABLE  TO 
OBTAINING  A  GOVERNMENT  GRANT— QUANTITY  OF  LAND  NECBB* 
SARY  FOR  SUPPORT  OF  STOCK  AND  SUPPLY  OF  GRAIN. 


If  some  men  of  extensive  capital  were  to  settle  m 
this  country,  it  would  undoubtedly  prove  of  great 
benefit  to  the  interests  of  Canada.     Their  money  is 
much  wanted ;  but  their  own  success  would,  I  fear, 
be  rather  dubious.     Eight  or  ten  years  ago,  it  was 
generally  thought,  that   capital    might    be    well 
employed  in  th6  purchase  of  wild  lands.     A  few 
persons  have  tried  the  experiment,  and  the  incor- 
rectness of  the  idea  has  been  suJBSciently  evinced 
by  their  failure.     The  prevailing  opinion,  at  that 
period,  was,  that  land  would  increase  in  value,  at 
least  300  per  cent,  in  ten  years,  instead  of  which 
it  is  at  present  daily  depreciating.     In  1818,  when 
we  arrived  in  the  country,  wild  land  Was  worth 
three  dollars  per  acre,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  it 
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might  be  sold  for  that  sum.  In  the  preseiit  year^ 
1823,  I  have  seen  upwards  of  200^000  acres  sold 
for  less  than  2sk  6d,  an  acre ;  and^  I  have  no  doubt, 
if  thbgs  remain  in  their  present  situation,  that,  is, 
if  the  demand  for  American  produce  continues  bs 
low  as  it  now  is,  and  if  the  country  is  still  neg« 
lected,  that,  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  it 
will  not  be  found  increased  in  value.  It  is,  there*- 
fore,  I  conceive,  sufficiently  evident,  that  land 
speculations  afford  only  a  very  uncertain  prospect 
of  success  to  the  enterprising  capitalist.  It  is. by 
no  means  uncommon  to  see  land,  in  townships 
tolerably  well  settled,  selling  for  less  than  one 
shilling  per  acre ;  nor  does  it  require  the  exertion 
of  uncommon  reasoning  powers  to  prove,  that  even 
this  is  more  than  its  real  value.  Two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  100  of  whidb  are  cleared  and  fenced, 
with  a  log^house  and  framed  bam,  may  now  1;^ 
purchased  for  less  than  iC150«  From  this  circum- 
akance  it  is  very  clear,  that  wild  land  is  of  no 
immediate  value  whatever,  since  the  price  which 
I  have  mentioned  is  less,  by  one*half,  than  would  be 
required  to  defray  the  expences  of  building  and 
clearing.  For  a  log^house  of  the  ordinary  descrip- 
tion costs  about  £12,  a  framed  bam  £60,  and  the 
clearing  and  fencing  of  100  acres^  at  least  £300 ; 
itiaking  in  the  whole  £362. 

In  the  winter  of  1822,  a  friend  of  mine  sold  all 
estate,  which  consisted  of  400  acres  of  land,  of  an 
ejLoeedingly  good  quality,  for  £300  British.  On 
tins  fiarm,  there  stood  a  neat  and  excellent  framed 
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boiure^  32  feet  by  ^20,  which  cpst  £*150;  andV 
log-born^  36  f^et  Jby  20^  which  cost  about  £iO. 
Upwards  of  100  Jacres  had  been  cleared,  60  oi 
which  were  well  fenced,  and  a  great  part  of  it  m 
a  state  of  cultiyation.  It  was  thought  by  every 
person  in  the  neighbourhood  to  be  "well  sold, 
although  it  did  not,  in  reality,  remunerate  the  pro- 
prietor for  his  improveinents :  But  he  might  have 
kept  it  ten  years  longer,  without  obtaining  so  much 
for  it ;  and  was,  therefore,  so  £Eir  satisfied.  In  the 
year  1818,  if  the  same  farm  had  been  improved- 
asi  much  as  it  was  in  1820,  it  would  have  sold  for 
j£  1,000 ;  but  land  is  now  becoming  every  day  less 
valuable,  and  money  more  difficult  to  be  procured. 
The  greater  influx  of  emigrants  of  respectability 
and  capital^  would  no  doubt  enhance  the  value  of 
estates,  as  the  purchases  made  by  them  would 
increase  the  demand  for  land,  and  contribvte  to' 
the  circulation  of  cash.  So  that,  if  it  were  reason- 
able to  hope,  that  such  persons  might  ere  long  be 
induced  to  settle  in  adequate  numbers  in  the  coon* 
try,  capital  would  even  now  be  profitably  employed 
in  the  purchase  of  improved,  but  not  of  iteiBi- 
proved,  lands.  Very  few  men  of  capital  have 
hithecto-emigrated  to  the.  country ;  and  one' would 
think^.  there  aire  not  many  persons  of  this  descrip- 
tion in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  who  would 
voluntarily  exchange  the  pleasures  of.  society,  and 
the  various  other  blessings' of  civilization,  for  the 
privationsconnected  with  the  solitudes  of  America, 
and.  the  uncertain  hope  of  independence 'in  adiatant- 
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lanct*  I  never  knew  a  person  of  this  class  in  any 
part  of  America,  who  did  not  look  back  with 
regret  on  the  day  when  he  first  began  to  think 
about  emigration,  or  who  in  truth  had  not  ampid 
reason  for  lamenting  the  folly  of  his  choice.  A 
few  capitalists  might  probably  succeed  in  this 
country,  by  establishing  extensiVe  salt-manufac- 
tories; but  the  high  price  of  labour,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  it  at  any  price,  are  great 
obstacles  to  the  success  of  this  and  every  other* 
enterprize  in  manufactures. 

I  have  lamented,  in  a  former  Letter,  the  want 
of  a  body  of  public-spirited  individuals  in  Canada, 
whose  associated  capital  might  do  inore  for  the 
improvement  of  this  fine  Colony,  than  can  ever, 
be  effected  by  the  mere  and  well-intended  enact- 
ments of  the  Legislature.  But  I  am  happy  to  find, 
that  something  like  Public  Spirit  has  begun  to' 
manifest  itself  among  the  Canadians,  aifd  that 
^^  Hiey  have  been  moved  to  jealousyV  by  the  enter-' 
piWB  and  activity  of  their  Republican  neighbours. 
The  impulse  ckimmimicated  to  commerce  in  Eng- 
land nearly  a  century  ago,  by  the  numerow  facil- . 
ities  which  canals  afford,  is  still  in  extensive  opera- 
tfoor ;  and  the  importance  of  internal  navigation 
difly  appreciated  m  every  trading  corner  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Fine  and  navigable  streabis 
are  among  the  grand  and  distinguishing  features 
of  North  America :  In  some  of  them,  however, 
oo(»sional  interruptions  are  given  to  navigation, 
byishailowBj  rapids;  or  falls;    and  to  counteract' 
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these  serious  inconveniences,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  have  cut  canals  in  various  direc* 
tions*  When  I  left  Canada,  in  the  Autumn  of 
1833,  the  public  journals  announced  the  resolutions 
passed  at  ^^a  Meeting  of  the  most  respectable 
^  inhabitants  of  the  Niagara  District,  convened 
^^and  held,  pursuant  to  public  notice,  at  the 
^<  Beaver  Dam,  June  the  28th,  1823,  to  take  into 
'^  consideration  and  to  adopt  measures  for  opening 
'<  a  Canal  between  Lake  Erie  and  Ontario."  At 
that  meeting,  the  following  Address,  signed  by 
the  Chairman,  Georgb  Kbefbr,  Esq.,  of  Thorold, 
^^was  read  and  unanimously  approved  of;"  and 
idnce  it  contains  a  mass  of  very  important  inform- 
ation respecting  the  future  improvement  of  the 
Canadas,  I  make  no  apology  for  its  insertion. 

^  The  extraordinary  exertions  which  our  neigh- 
bours, the  Americans,  have  made^  and  which  they 
continue  with  unabating  perseverance,  for  tiie 
improvement  of  their  internal  navigation,  point 
out  to  those  who  wish  well  to-  this  county,  not 
only  the  importance  of  the  subject,  bat  the  neces- 
sity which  exists  for  similar  exertions  amongst 
onrselves;  for  unless  some  efforts  be  speedily 
resorted  to,  and  continued  with  equal  spirit  and 
determination,  the  direct  tendency  of  their  skill 
and  industry,  operating  with  our  own  supineneas, 
must  be  the  actual  loss  of  a  great  part  of  oar 
trade. 

^  On  an  examination  of  the  state  of  the  two  coun- 
tries^ it  must  be  evident,  that  the  natural  fiuilitiea 
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pOfMMHied  by  this  Province  for  aaoh  improvement^  . 
are,  Iboyoud  eomparison^  superior  to  thone  of  oar 
neighbours.  The  two  great  Lakes^  which  furnish 
sfe  extensive  a  portion  of  our  internal  nav^ation, 
are  in  one  part  so  nearly  connected,  as  to  require 
an  artificial  cut  of  only  two  miles,  by  which  the  . 
water-commuttication  between  thekn  would  be 
pninterrupted. 

^^  The  ease  with  which  so  desirable  an  object  might 
b^  effected,  has  been  long  known  to  many  indi- 
viduals present ;  and  it  must  afford  them  pleasure 
to  be  enabled  to  communicate  to  the  public  this 
interesting  information,  corroborated  by  the  report 
id  an  able  and  scientific  Engineer.  * 

'  ^  Th^foHowiDgh  the  report  c^  Hiram  Tibbett,  en^neer. 

*<  Hafing  been  ealled  upon  to  level  the  ground  between  the 
Siver  WeUand,  or  Chippawa^  and  Lake  Ontario,  I  report  as  fol- 
lo:ira:«-£onimenoed  a|  Chippaiv'a,  on  the  6tb  in^taiit,  lO  miles 
ftom  itB  aaoiithy  as  staled  to  me,  on  Mr.  John  Brown's  farm, 
TowiMiii|»  of  Thorold;  explored  ftom  th«Koe  two  routes,  to  the 
huA  wtatei  of  the  1ft  mile  Creek;  find  tiie  ridge  of  land  between 
Ae  two,  vtqoifes  «  out  c^  26  feet  on  an  average,  for  tWo  nules; 
ftmi  thence^  to  the  road  in  New  Holland,  60  chains;  ftom  thence 
-Iki  €apteih  John  I>eeoe%,  there  is  a  &I1  of  17  feet  in  a  distance  of 
%6  dudns;  from  thenoe  to  the  brow  of  the  mountain,  71  chains  ; 
fNmi  tlneBce  to  the  foot  ef  the  mountain,  and  on  the  surfece  of  the 
west  famnch  ef  Twelve-iule  Creek,  50  chains,— fall  t48  feet*; 
llMoe  t*  Thomas  Mm,  107  dkains,  50  links,— fall  S  feet,^— fall  at 
llie  Mffl,  tS  feet  a  inehes  ;  thence  to  Campbell's  mill-pond,  118 
«lMiB8,»4kll8feet4inolle8;  ti^enee  to  mill,  14  chains,— fall  at 
the  null,. T feet  la  inehee;  thence  to  Merritfs  mi!l-pond,  199 
4gdne  50  lhik%— fell  9  feet  9  hiehes;  thenee  to  Adam's  mill  75 

■M  5i  ljnk%— fen  at  Ae dam,  4feet ;  from thiedhl  notmeasnre 
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^^  The  object  of  the  present  Meeting  is,  to  submit 
the  outline  of  a  plan,  by  which  so  very  desirable 

or  leyel  to  the  Lake,  i  am  infornied,  the  distance  is  about  4 
miles^— do  not  suppose  the  fall  to  be  more  than  2  feet.  The 
whole  distance  from  Lake  Ontario,  to  the  mouth  of  Chippawa,  ii 
^7  miles  and  50  Hnks. 

"  It  will  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  navigation,  to  make 
the  above  cut  4  feet  lower  than  the  surface  of  the  Chippawa,  7 
feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  and  19  feet  at  the  top  or  smr&ce  of  the 
water,  whidi  will  draw  off  as  mudi  as  may  be  required.  Fosr 
feet  above  this,  a  tow-path  must  be  formed,  8  feet  wide  on  one 
side,  and  a  beam  of  3  feet  wide  on  the  other,  which  will  stop  all 
the  earth  that  may  crumble  off  the  sides  from  falling  into  the 
water;  from  those  projections  the  bank  may  go  up  at  a  moderate 
elevation,  leaving  the  top  of  the  cut  44  feet  wide :  The  whole 
makes  310,738  cubic  yards.  From  the  great  deptli  of  the  Chip- 
pawa  at  this  plaoe,^-<the  inhabitants  having  dug  weUs  to  a  gttater 
depth  on  each  end  of  the  cut>-- and  from  the  quality  of  the  wdl, 
which  is  clay,  I  do  not  apprehend  the  least  danger  oi  meeting 
with  rock.  From,  the  peculiar  advantages  derived  from  thia 
situation,  the  excavation  can  be  effected  at  a  con^Moatively  trifling' 
expence.  A  deep  navigable  river  being  situated  at  the  ccMnmeooe* 
ment  of  the  cut,  boats  can  follow  every  foot  of  the  way,  ^md  be 
so  constructed  that  one  man  can  unload  them  without  Ion  ef 
time.  To  give  a  clear  and  simple  idea  of  this  method,  oonstnict 
en  each  end  of  the  scow  a  box  similar  to  a  carfs  body,  which  wiU 
be  filled  and  discharge  any  quantity  of  earth  in  the  stream.  Sap- 
pose  the  farthest  end  of  the  canal  two  miles ;  twb  men  will  mn 
two  boats ;  or  one  num  and  a  horse,  while  the  one  boat  ialoadni^ 
will  take  the  other  to  Chippawa  in  80  minutes,  and  retun  in  SO 
minutes,  (say  an  hour  at  farthest,)  and  canry  20,  80,  or  40  tens 
of  earth,  and  so  on  alternately,  and  will  keep  12  men,  at  kast, 
digging  to  supply  the  scows:  Whereas,  on  thei American  canals 
it  requires ,  two  men  to  remove  the  earth,  as  filstaaone  man  d%s 
it,  and  the  ezpenee  ofbanrowsand  plank  will  be  equal  lothe 
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a  matter  might  be  carried  into  elFect,  in  order  to 
its  being  maturely  weighed  and  well  understood* 

flcow ;  the  average  price  of  digging  from  three  to  ten  feet>  is  eight 
cents  per  yard.  I  am  therefore  confident,  this  cat  can  be  effected 
at  10  centfl^  or  30,000  dollars,  and  contractors  will  offer  to  take  it 
for  less  money.  Tunneling  has  been  mentioned  to  me  to  be  the 
cheapest  method,  but  having  never  witnessed  the  practical  part 
of  it,  I  cannot  give  an  opinion.  From  the  termination  of  this 
cut,  the  water  will  flow  with  an  easy  and  gentle  descent  to  Cap- 
tain John  Decoe's.  It  will  be  necessary  to  widen  the  stream,  and 
cat  off  the  points  in  many  places ;  but,  aa  Mr.  Hall  Davis  will 
carry  it  through  his  farm,  and  Mr.  Hiram  Swayze  the  greater 
part  of  his,  the  expence  will  be  too  trifling  to  form  an  item.  From 
Mr.  Decoe's  mill*dam,  it  will  be  necessary  to  carry  the  water 
through  the  &rms  of  Messrs.  Bameston'  and  Cooper,  where  nature 
liaa  formed  a  ravine,  or  cut,  to  the  top  of  the  mountun.  The 
expence  of  this  cut,  at  10  cents  the  yard,  will  not  exceed  TOO 
dollars.  •  From  this,  to  the  waters  of  the  West  branch  of  Twelve^ 
nMle  C^ek,  on  Mr.  Adam  Brown's  farm,  nature  has  conttnued 
ker.  favours ;  the  ravine  extends  with  a  gentle  descent,  or  regn« 
lar  inclined  plane,  the  whole  way;  and  one  rail-way  inaj  be 
formed  to  take  up  boats  at  once,  or  two  can  b^  constructed,  if 
aecessary  or  more  convenient.  I  am  not  sufficiently  informed' on 
this  subject,  to  give  a  correct  estimate,  but  will  forward  one  as 
Boon  as  I  can  obtain  the  necessary  information.  I  am  satisfied 
however,  from  the  &vourable  situation  of  this  ravine,  it  can  be 
locked  with  34  good  wooden  locks,  for  20,000  dollars.  It  Will  be 
necessary  to  construct,  at  Thomas'  Mill,  a  wooden  lock,'  which, 
fitomits  height,  will  cost  1,000  dollar^ ;  at  Campbell's  Mill,  the 
lock  will  cost  500  dolliira;  at  MerriU's  Mill,  the  lock  will  cost 
500  dollars ;  and  at  Adam's  Mill,  350 ;  from  thence,  there  is  plenty 
of  water  to  the  Lake.  I  have  likewise  examined  the  harbour, 
but  am  not  suffidehtly  informed  to  give  an  opinion,  as  to  the 
'  effect  the  water  may  produce  on  it  for  the  purpose  of  deepening 
the  channel  to  admit  vessebi    It  will  coat  for  a  tow«-pftdi  through 
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Notice  faaa  been  given,  of  ma  intentioni  to  petition 
the  Legislature  at  its  next  Sesuon,  for  an  Aet  to 
incorporate  a  Company,  with  permission  to  raise 
a  capital  of  twenty>-five  thousand  ponnds^  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  a  canal,  by  the  most  eligible 
and  convenient  route,  from  Lake  Ontario  to  the 
River  Welland,  [GhippawaJ  and  from  thence  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Grand  River.  The  dimensions 
to  be  similar  to  the  Erie  Canal,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  or  capable  of  carrying  boats  of  from 
20  to  40  tons.  And  as  the  supply  of  water  id 
abundant,  it  is  in  contemplation  to  divert  part  of 
it  in  fiokvourable  situations,  for  the  use  of  machinery. 

the  WQodi,  one  hundred  doUan  per  nii]i^^r«hut  A  emaU  p>ay^1iiii 
of  this  distance  passed  through  them>«<i«wiU  therefiDre  comfraU  il 
at  Mtf  dollars  per  mile,  at  the  extent  nuddn|;  fifteea  handted 
doUazs.  The  whole  expense  of  the  rout#^  exehisWe  of  lafl-Waj; 
is  thir^-fbur  thousand  &ve  hundred  and  fifty  dolhoat  I  iroaU 
suggeal  an  improveoMnt^  thatirtll  of  oouise  follow  in  afcwyeas^ 
vis.  a  Lock  at  the  head  of  Mr.  Merrififs  miU-&an»  taken  ften  a 
race-way  that  can  ba  dug  at  a  tiifling  expeneei  firom  the  £m*  ef 
Mr.  Campbell's  mffl^bnu  A  lod^  en  CoL  Johttson*s  ftnnj  at  the 
head  ef  Mr.  Campbell's  mill-dam^  to  another  faoe-way  at  the 
foot  of  Mr.  ThomaflTs  mill-dam,  and  one  between  Cqitain  Deeoirt 
and  the  Chippawa*  Those  three  will  not  average  mot^  tfaa* 
1,000  dollars  each,  and  make  the  stream  a  rsgjnlar  canal  the 
whole  direction,  withthe'excepiioBofdbe  mountain. 

^  Boato  of  from  SO  to  40  Urns  will  navigate  this  stream  with  ease ; 
and  two  men  and  a  horse  will  take  one  from  Lake  Ontario  Id 
Chippawa  in  a  day,  or  a  day  and  a  half  at  fiurthest  Thsy  aav»> 
gate  from  fl5  to  ^  miles  per  day  aa  the  Erie  eana)^  aa,  an  ttfth 
rage;  and  the  mountain  here  will  only  oauae  a  detentiMi  ef 
probably  abeut  two  hours,  in  the  i 
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In  this  schema^  it  is  proposed  to  raise  the  above 
capital  of  twenty-five  thousand  pounds.  The 
shares  to  be  six  pounds  five  shillings  eadi ;  ten  pev, 
cent,  of  which  will  be  required  at  the  time  of  sub<> 
scribing,  and  the  remainder  when  called  for  at  a 
month's  public  notice.  The  principal  reasons  for 
making  the  shares  small^  are,  that  almost  every 
individual  may  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  one 
or  mere,  and  that  it  may  be  as  general  as  po»» 
eible. 

^^  Officers  and  managers,  as  usual  on  such  ocea« 
aions,  will  be  chosen  by  the  stock-holders,  when 
a  sufficient  amount  shall  have  been  subepribed^ 
When  ten  thousand  pounds  of  the  stock  shall  have 
been  taken,  it  is  proposed  to  commence  cutting  at 
Chippawa,  and  from  thence  in  the  direction  of  the 
Twelve-mile  Creek  to  Lake  Ontario ;  and  no 
doubt  is  entertained,  but  this  part  of  it  may  be 
4)ompleted  in  one  year  from  the  time  of  commence^ 
ment.  The  continuation  between  the  Chippawa 
and  Grand  River,  will  be  undertaken  as  so6n 
afterwards  as  the  state  of  the  subscription  will 
allow;  that  is,  when  the  whole,  or  major  part^ 
of  the  stock  shall  have  been  taken  up. 

^^  Agents  will  be  appointed  at  Montreal,  Quebec, 
Amherstburgh,  and  the  mast  convenient  interme*- 
diate  situations,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  at 
an  early  period,  the  amount  of  stock  which  the 
inhabitants  of  eaoh  place  will  be  inclined  to  take^ 
jihould  our  application  to  the  Legislature  for  an 
Act  of  Incorporaticm  be  successful.     It  is  desirable 
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.  tkat  the  wtunig  from  tjboie  places  shodid  be  far- 
nishi^  by  the  Ist  October  next^  m:  order  (if  &vo|irs* 
able)  tliatari^ngemeiitii  may  be  made  to  €aoilltatft 
the  work  one  year,  by  commencing  the  1st  day  c^ 
May  ensuinj^r. 

.'f^  It  is  not  yet  possible  to  speak^  with  the  same 
certainty,  as  to  the  expence  which  must. be. kr 
cfirredin  making  the  second  cut;  but  one  rimte 
which  has  been  explored^  between  the  Chippaw 
and  ^rand  River,  is  only  five  miles,  the  other  sop- 
poped  :^favee;  and  as  the  ground  througiiout  both 
reutes:  is  favourable  for  cutting,  it  .is  presnmad 
the  e^q^ence  cannot  exceed  £2,500. 

.  ^^,  *A ,  material  advantage  will  return  to  .  the 
\7^^tern  Districts  of  this  Province,  and  those  parts 
of  the  United  States  which  border  on  Leke  Erie, 
i0this  last  part  of  the  design  be  effected,  in  ooqji^- 
quence  of  the  easy  access  to  the  mouth  .9f  the 
Qi:#j(id  River ';  it  being  always  open  for  navigf^joii 
at  a  much  earlier  period  in  spring,  than  the  PottP^ 
of  Buffalo  and  Fort  Erie.     It  is  the  primiELry  ob)|9c$  , 

*  of  t]»e  merchant  to  save  .  time  and  distance  ifi  .^^ 
<$onveyance    of   his  produce  to  market,,  q^xd  the  , 
route  by  the  Grand  River  will  unite  th^  advwi* 
tages. .  Such  inhia.bitants  as  are  settled  on  the, upper 
part  of  the  Grand  River,    and   in  the  toym^^ . 

.adjoyining>  will,  in  common  with  settlers  on  A^$ 
Western  shores  of  the  lake,  partake  of  the.oyiy^ 
ti^es^olf  this  early  navigation ;  as  the  spriog^rfl^d?^ 
by  eQf  Uing.them  to  float  down  their  pjro^ee, ^ir^ 
whepxthift  part  is  completed,  g^i^/ii^^4^fgffl9^ 
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to  tbe  l&wer  lake,  and  enable  ihcm  to  reach' 
Montreal,  while  Buffalo  and  Fort  Erie  remain 
enveloped  in  iee.  An  important  benefit  mnst  like--, 
wise  be  derived  by  the  owners  and  ocoupiers  of 
landy  within  reach  of  the  lake  and  the  bdnkv  of 
this  river,  from  the  certainty,  that  much  bf  their 
valuable  timber  will  find  easy  and  ready  accessr  to 
market,  after  being  converted  into  staves,  Bnd; 
other  descriptions  of  lumber,  which  are  in  constant 
demftnd  at  Quebec,  for  the  supply  of  onr  West 
India  Colonies.  It  is  a  melancholy  subject,  to 
reflect  upon  the  immense  tracts  of  fine  timbered 
land,  which,  for  wan|;  of  such  facilities,  are  at, 
present  not  only  unproductive  to  the  owner^  bui 
acting  as  a  constant  drain  upon  the  purse,  whilst 
the  time  of  remuneration  seems^  from  day  to  day^ 
to  elude  his  pursuit,  and^  after  years  of  protracted 
hope,  closes  in  final  disappointment. 

^^  Need  it  be  mentioned,  that  th^  farmers  and 
others,  the  actual  occupants  of  the  soil,  are  not 
(though  undoubtedly  great  sufferers^)  the  only 
losers  in  this  state  of  things?— No^  the  Lower 
Canadian  merchant  shares  equally,  though  not  m 
immediately,  in  the  loss.  He  suffers  from  the  dejiie* 
ripration  in  value  of  the  property  of  his  debtor,  in 
the  Upper  Province ;  from  the  diflSculty  that  debtot 
meets  with,  in  converting  the  produce  ef  his  farm 
and  industry  into  a  tangible  shape  for  the  creditor's 
satisfaction ;  and  again,  from  the  reduced  value  of 
such  land  as  he  holds  in  security^  or  has  accepted 
in  liqnidatiqn  of  debts  contracted  to  hist  uader 
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a  more  favourable  state  of  trade — the  tas;es  ii\  the 
interim,  subtracting  from  the  profits  ef  his  mer- 
oantUe  pursuits; — in  fact,  it  is  for  the  general 
interest  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  the  mer- 
chant, that  something  effectual  should  be  under- 
taken, to  promote  their  joint  welfare. 

^*  Another  source  of  profit  to  the  immediate 
stoc^kbolders,  will  arise  from  the  judicious  use  ef 
the  superfluous  water^  for  the  purposes  of  driving 
machinery,  &c. ;  and  which,  by  proper  manage- 
ment, might  l)e  made  to  re-imburse  them  in  a  .very 
few  years  for  the  entire  outlay  of  their  capital. 
Thisy  taken  in  connection  with  the  public  oonve- 
mienqey  in  a  part  of  the  country  where  mill-streams 
are  both  scarce  and  scant,  is  far  from  being  one 
of  minor  importance.  From  Long  Point,  on  the 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  round  to  Dundas,  at  the  upper 
end  of  Lake  Ontario,  the  only  mill,  possessing  a 
sufiScient  supply  of  water  to  carry  on  business,  to 
an  extent  that  may  be  considered  mercantile,  is 
that  of  Messrs.  Clerk  and  Street,  at  the  Falls. 

'^  The  production  of  wheat,  in  a  soil  and  climate 
so  well  adapted  to  its  culture,  must,  of  course,  be 
considered  one  of  our  principal  staples;  ^but,  to 
render  this  valuable  to  the  farmer,  it  is  neoessarv 
he  should  possess  the  means  of  converting  it  into  a 
fit  state  for  use,  so  that  he  may  not  only  reap  part 
of  the  benefit  arising  from  the  manufacture,  but 
reduce  the  bulk  and  weight  of  his  exportable  otei- 
modity,  so  as  to'  be  !  able  toenter  the  mark^  less 
unfavourably,  with  respect  to  the  transpdrt  charges, 
than  at  present. 
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^^  As  this  Company  will  be  justly  entitled  to  all  the 
advantages  that  will  result  from  the  commatid  of 
the  water  throughout  the  route  of  the  Canal,  th6 
mills  now  erected  on  that  part  of  the  Twelve-mile 
Creek ^  (which  will  be  benefited  by  an  additional 
supply  of  water,)  must  be  purchased  at  a  fair  valua- 
tion from  the  present  proprietors,  and  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Company,  after  the  completion  of 
the  cut. — Two  flouring  mills  of  the  best  descrip- 
tion, and  other  machinery,  should  be  erected  by 
the  Company  ;  a  flouring  mill,  as  near  Chippawa  a» 
possible,  to  receive  wheat  and  produce  coming  down- 
wards from  Lake  Erie,  and  another  as  near  Lal^e 
Ontario,  to  receive  produce  from  the  banks  thereof, 
and  dispose  of  all  the  intermediate  situations^.  '     ' 

"  Subjoined  is  a  calculation,  upon  good  data,  of 
the  probable  expence  of  the  undertaking,  con- 
trasted with  a  sketch  of  the  profits,  which  it* is 
presumed  would  accrue  to  the  Company. 

£. 
To  estimate  of  first  cu^  from  Chippawa,  to  Lake 

Ontario  ...  ...  ...  10^00 

Probable  amount  of  valuation  of  the  different  mills, 

&c  on  the  Twelve-mile  Creek,  Which  it  will  be 

necessary  to  purchase  ...  ..*  ^   4,000 

tEreoting'  two  grist-mills,  saw-mills,  &c.  with  other 

m^chinerj  ...  ...  ...  .5,6^ 

Cut  to  Grand  River  ^.  ...  .     2,500 


Bf  reiMtti  of  machinery  to  be  erected  by  the  Company      >  1^000 
|ntfi]^oiisale.oft^^intennediatescitesfiiir  hydr«u«    ; 

li«  purposes  ..  ...  ...  500 

Bental  of  mills  now  erected  ...  ...  500 

q2 
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'^  The  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  latecoie^iAle 
scitciSy  for  hydraulic  purposes,  the  increased  yalvQ 
of  the  mills  now  erected^  and  the  re^i^tal  of  the 
Compitny's  tw^o  grand  establishments  on  each  end 
of  the  canal,  will,  of  itself,  bring  in  a  bandsoipa 
dividend  to  the  stockholders,  on  the  ampimt  neces* 
spry  to  complete  the  whole — leaving  out  the  rea- 
sonable expectation  of  ^  large  sum  that  musi  be 
derived  from  the  transportation  of  various  articli^. 
A  boat,  carrying  forty  tons,  will  be  taken  up  at  ^ 
same  expence  that  two  tons  can  be  conveyed  witl^ 
a  waggon  at  the  present  periods 

«^  If  a  sufficient  degree  of  public  spirit  shovM  m% 
be  found  in  the  two  provinces^  to  cppiplete  so  gD^afc 
and  noble  an  object,  we  trust,  private  interest  will 
iucluee  individuals  to  embark  a  portion  of  th^ir 
italpitaiiti  a  fund,  where  a  profit  will  be  immediately 
realised,  ooptinue,  and  increase  with  tbe  grpwiQg> 
prosperity  of  the  country." 

Should  this  and  other  public  works  h^  w^ 
cuted,  the  Province  would  become  ia?  a  shoii 
time  a  desirable  place  of  residence  for-  almest 
every  descriptiotx  of  traders,  and  a  manifold 
iqipiUse  would  be  given  to  com^iercia}  <ttitQr*« 
prise.  In  the  present  state  of  the  cwmtvf^ 
men  who  hav^  property  to  the  amount  of;  £rom 
£600  to  £2000,  if  content  to  live  a  farmer's  |i£i» 
and  tg  cultivate  their  land  with  their  own  haiydSy 
may  procure  a  very  comfortable  ItveliliOQd  m 
Upper  Caaada;  but  if  they  were  to  embark  ftheu* 
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|ii*operty  in  coiinhercey  thby  would  sooii  arrif  e  ai 
the  bottom  of  their  purses.  Business  in  Uppet 
Canada  is  conducted  on  principles  so  different  from 
tfaDscf  of  other  countries^  that  it  would  be  neceji* 
sary  for  tt  ibctn  td  reilid^  several  years  in  the  Pro* 
Vihce,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a  knowledge 
of  all  kinds  of  chicanery  and  fraud,  and  of  obtain-* 
ing  kn  insight  into  the  character  of  the  inhabitants^ 
ihM  system  of  barter,  and  general  mode  of  deal- 
ing, before  he  would  he  fit  for  commencing  busi* 
ness  with  the  slightest  |)ir6spect  of  ihiccess.  Besiides^ 
there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  merchants  in 
Canatda  at  present ;  and  it  is  a  singular  fact,  tliat, 
although  their  profits  appear  to  be  very  great,  and 
^Td  acknowledged  to  be  upwards  of  76  per  ceht*o|l 
the  cost  fllnd  charges,  few  of  them  have  llitterl^ 
Succeeded  in  making  a  fortune.  1  do  not  iherefova 
hesitate  to  say^  that  commerce,  if  undertaken  by^ 
an  emigrant,  without  any  previous  aoquamtanoe 
with  the  ootmtry^  wiU  in  a  short  time  prove  his 
TfvBxky  no  matter  how  extensive  his  capital  may  be. 

I  will  suppose  an  Englishman,  possessed  of  fifteen- 
lliMidned  pounds^  desirous  of  emigrating  to  Canada^ 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  land  for  himself  and 
Tkii  fdihily,  and  consequently  Of  bettering  his  cir- 
cumstances by  the  exchange*  We  will  talie  hii( 
iSGHniiy  to  consist  of  eight  persons ;  for  he  must.no^ 
tUxA  of  Mfvanfis,-  for  some  reasons  which  I  shall 
hereafter  explain. 

Tie  total  expence  of  transporting  such  a  fiauily 
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from  Eiu*ope  to  Upper  Canada,  will  be  nearly  as 
follows  :^- 

£.  «.^ 

For  a  cabin  passage  iu:i088  tbe  Atlantic  ...     50  0  0 

Provisions  for  70  days,— including  liquor,  medicine  && . 
about       ...  ...  ...  ...  50  0  0 

Passage  from  Quebec  to  Montreal,  180  miles,  on  board  a 

steam-boat,  estimating  the  6  children  as  3  adults      ...     15  0  0 
Necessary  delay  in  Montreal  for  a  conveyance  to  Prescott, 
d  days' expences  if  at  a  hotel       ...  ...  ...       5  0  0 

Passage  from  Montreal  to  Prescott,  J  80  miles,  perform- 
jpd  in  8  days,  if  not  more  than  5  cwt  of  luggage,  (for 
every  additional  hundred  7s.  6d.)  ...  ...       4  0  0 

Provisions  for  8  days  going  to  Prescott,  and  expences  of 

sleeping  at  taverns         ... ...       8  00 

Delay  at  Prescott,  waiting  for  steam-boat,  say  2  days  ...       8  0  0 
From  Prescott  to  Kingston,  60  miles,  12  hours  ...       5  0  0 

Delay  at '  Kingston,  waiting  for  steam-boats,  which  are 

there  only  three  times  a  month,  say  5  days  ^..       8  0  0 

Expences  from  Kingston  to  York  ...  ...     15  0  0 

Delay  at  York,  petitioning  for  land  and  obtaining  loca- 
tion-tickets, at  least  10  days         ...  ...  «..     15  0  9 

Expence  of  carriage  from  York  to  the  nearest  Govein- 
mentlaad       .,.  .^.  ...  ..,  ..,    lO  0  0 

Total  Expence  from  any  part  in  the  United  Kingdom, 

to  the  nearest  Government  land,'  Upper  Canada      ...  186  0  0 

;i  Year's  provisions  ...  ...  ...  loo  0  0 

1  horse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     15  0  0 

f  yoke  of  oxen  ...  ...  ...  ...    «0  0  0 

4cow«  •••  ...  ...  ..;     10  d^ 

Faring  otensik,  all  of  whidt  must  be  bought  in  Caaada  .  15  0  0 
Sheep  cannot  be  kept  for  a  year  or  two 

846  0  0 
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Brought  forward  346  0  0 
Indispensable  articles  of  household  furniture^ — admitting 

that  l^eds  are  brought  from  Europe  ...  ...     20  0  0 

Fees  on  500  acres  of  land^  the  complement  which  a  per* 

son  possessing  £1500.  will  be  entitled  to  obtain  ...  125  0  0 
The  performance  of  settlement  duties  on  the  land,  which 

must  be  done  to  entitle  the  proprietor  to  a  deed^ — 25 

acres  cleared  and  fenced,  at  £4.  per  acre     ...  ...  100  0  0 

A  log-house,  80  feet  by  20,  with  four  Apartments,  and  2 

brick  chimnies  ...  ...  ...  ...     40  0  0 

A  framed  bam    ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     50  0  0 


Total  Expence  of  emigrating  from  any  part  of  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  with  a  family  of  eight  persons,  and 
of  procuring  a  deed  of  500  acres  of  Government  land, 
with  the  necessary  stock  and  farming  utensils  ...  681  0 .0 

For  this  sum  the  emigrant  will  be  able  to  defray 
his  expences  from  his  native  country  to  Upper  Ca- 
nada, to  obtain  600  acres  of  land,  to  clear  and 
fence  25  acres,  to  erect  a  house  and  barn,  and  to 
provide  himself  with  the  necessary  farming  uten- 
sils, stock  and  furniture.  For  £300.  more,  he 
may  have  76  acres  cleared,  which  in  addition  to 
the  other  26,  will  make  100, — a  quantity  suJBS- 
cient  for  any  Canadian  farmer. 

I  only  mention  these  facts,  to  shew  the  impolicy 
of  Government  in  charging  such  enormous  fees 
on  wild  and  uncultivated  land.  By  the  statement 
which  I  have  made,  and  which,  you  may  resi 
assured,  is  perfectly  correct,  it  appears  that  600 
acres  of  land,  received  from  the  Government, 
when  improved  in  the  way  that  has  been  described, 
will  cost  no  less  a  sum  to  the  proprietor  than  £316. 
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'Slii9tiafidf  iljAouM  be  recollected^:  tnurt  of.'iiMaH 
^t^J^.fis^r  retired  from  mvigable  waters,  and  at  a 
rj^fpate  distance  from  any  kiad.  of  market*  Who 
theu  will  be  8o  far  mfataated,  and  led  blind-fold  by 
m  9i]4akc»Qt.epirit  of  loyalty^  ae  to  ^m^epjt  Moch  had 
from  Government  on  the  nmal  e6oditMn9y  \diea 
he  may  paTchase  an  equal  quantity  in  the  some 
advanced  state  of  cultivation^  for  far  leas  than 
that  Aum,  on  the  banks  of  Lakes  Erie^  Onta^o^  and 
St.  Claire  ? 

I  riiall  therefore  consider  the  emigrant  of  £lbOQ 
to  be  settled  on  500  acres  in  any  part  oi  the  Pro* 
vinoe  which  he  may  select^  with  the  quantity  of 
atock,  iarming  utensils  and  furniture  already-men- 
tio«ed«  at  the  expence  of  £616.  As  £884  of  the 
^15Q0  yet  remain^  his  prospects  may  be  supjioeed 
ioi  \ite  decidedly  favourable. 

^  .Bujt  if  he  will  not  attend  to  his  own  business^  and 
SQOQietimes  put  his  own  hands  to  the  plough^  he 
must  have  more  labourers  and  other  servants^  thaa 
be  can  afford  to  pay.  Properly  to  eultivate  1<M 
acres  of  land,  will  require  the  constant  labour  of 
three  men;  the  annual  expence  of  whom,  excluiiive 
of  their  boards  will  be  £90.  For  the  support  itf 
his  ovm  family,  his  labourers,  his  oxen,  his  <m>ws, 
and  his  sheep,  40  acres  will  be  sufficient,  if  jadioi* 
pusly  cultivated.  There  remains,  therefore,  ihe 
produce  of  60  acres  for  the  payment  of  his  Uboiv* 
ers,  a^  for  the  procuring  of  clothing  for  his 
family, — ^supposing  that  his  wife  is  unwiUing^  or 
unable  to  manufacture  any.     In  the  due  cultiratien 
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•ra{>4  v^hkh^  if  in  a  fertile  part  of  the  eddbtrjr^ 
willamdattt  to  S&  basbels  per  acre*  This  quantity^ 
aecOrding  to  the  present  fkiee  of  grain,  ^idh  ik 
two  shillingtf  aftd  sixpenee  per  bushel,  will  amoinit 
to  Jei26 ;  odt  of  whi^h  ]£90  must  go  to  pay  for  hired 
labour ;  so  that,  making  nddedactioilswhateiret*  for 
the  failure  of  crops,  the  wasting  of  gi^in^  at  ether 
eentingeikcieej  only  £36  are  left  for  (dothin^  a  wife 
and  six  ehildren. 

If  a  person  of  this  description  therefore  were, 
in  additicm  to  his  labourers,  to  keep  only 'on6 
inside  servant,  whose  wages  wonld  amdtiftt  to 
iC16,  his  whole  farm  would  be  found  little  ttord 
than  sufficient  for  the  support  of  his  houbebold 
astaUiBrhment^  The  interest  of  his  £884,  and  tfafe 
increase  of  his  stock,  would  however  be  fuHy  e^iHil 
to  meet  all  his  necessary  demands :  So  thai,  iV  inay 
lie  said,  that^  with  economy,  frugality,  and  gMMd 
aneeeai^  he  may  live  comfortably,  without  draw^ 
ing  on  his  banker  for  any  thing  beside  the  mteresk 
afhismomey^ 

.   From. these  remarks,   three  inferences  may  be 
tefely  drawn  ^ 

.   FimsT«— That  no  money  can  at  present  beinade 
fay  farming  in  Canada. 

8fieoN>i)LT.H-That  itisaswI^U  to  leave  the  knd 
laieultivaled,  as  to  cultivate  it  by  hired  labour.  And^ 
'. «  Tbiudi^y^ — That  it  is  infinitely  better  to  purchase 
land  from  private  individuals,  than  to  take  a<grfctnt 
of  it  from  Govemment. 
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li'  may/  perhaps,  be  cone^ideFed,  that  40  acres 
of  land  will  produce  more  grain  than  would  suffice 
fdr  the  support  of  a  family,  consisting  of  eleven 
persons.  Forty  acres  would  certainly  produce 
more  grain  than  could  be  consumed  by  eleven 
persons ;  but  how  are  horses,  cows^  and  oxen  to  be 
fed  through  a  tedious  Winter  of  nearly  six  months' 
continuance?  And  how  is  pork  to  be  fattened, 
in  sufficient  quantities  for  the  consumption  of  so 
large  a  family  ?  Ten  acres  of  meadow-land  will 
be  scarcely  sufficient  to  yield  hay  enough  for  a  pair 
of  horses^  two  yokes  of  oxen,  half  a  dozen  cows, 
and  fifty  sheep.  Fifteen  acres  of  pasturage  wilt 
be  no  more  than  adequate  to  the  sustenance  of 
fifty  sheep  throughout  the  Summer,  admitting  that 
the  cows  and  oxen  find  a  subsistence  in  the  forests; 
and  ^ve  acres  will  scarcely  yield  oats  enough  to 
feed  the  horses.  There  remain  therefore  onlv  ten 
acres  for  the  maiiitenance  of  the  family.  If  3^00 
will  take  the  trouble  of  estimating  the  quantity 
of  grain,  hay,  and  pasturage,  necessary  for  the 
support  of  such  a  stock,  and  the  flour  which  a 
large  family  will  annually  consume,  and  compare 
the  result  of  these  calculations  with  the  average 
produee  of  land  in  Canada,  you  will  find  my  state- 
ments to  be  perfectly  correct. 

The  conclusion  of  the  wh6le  matter  is,  that  a 
respectable  emigrant,  on  leaving  England  with 
£1,600,  may  settle  himself  in  Canada  on  an  estate 
of  600  acres,  support  a  large  family  comfortablj, 
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and  die  'worth  ^upwards  of  j£800  in  specie;  if  he  is 
w>t  imprudent  or* exceedingly  unfpi^tunate.  -  .• 

Such  are;  the  advantages  which  Canada  affonlA 
to  a  person  of  this  description,  and  if  they  tfre  not 
great,  they  certainly  are  not  contemptible.  It 
should,  however,  be  remembered,  that,  previous  to 
the  acquisition  of  such  a  competency  as'  this  which 
I  have  described,  the  settler  must  submit  to  numer-> 
Otts  privations,  from  which  he  would  be  entirely 
exen^t  in  his  own  country.  If  he  be  a  sporting 
character,  he  need  not  expect  to  partake  in  Canada 
of  the  pleasures  of  the  chace  or  the  sports  of-  the 
turf.  If  he  be  a  lover  of  society,  he  must  be  ooa« 
tent  with  that  of  his  family,  or  associate  with  a 
people  whose  general  character  and  deportment 
are  utterly  abhorrent  to  every  virtuous  mind.  He 
must  educate  his  own  children,  or  else  allow  them 
to  remain  in  ignorance.  He  must  instruct  them  in  the 
ways  of  God,  or  allow  them  to  be  unacquainted  with 
the  things  which  make  for  their  everlasting  peace ; 
and,  what  is  worse  than  all  and  most  to  be  deplored, 
be  will  eventually  see  them  forming  alliances  with 
a  class  of  .people  whom  he  would  be  ashamed  to 
acknowledge  as  acquaintances .  in  any  re^peotable 
society  on  earth.  These  are  plain  facts ;  and,  how- 
ever unadorned  by  the  graces  of  composition^ .  ane 
veil  worth  the  serious  consideration  of  every  mo- 
nied  man  that  is  desirous  of  emigrating  to  America. 
Respectable  families,  who,  having  been  unfor* 
tunato.  in  their  native  country,  may  be  allured 
by  false  representations  to  contemplate  a  removal 
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to  CJaiMKl6|  lifedilia  kriecuiily  i^dkKC  b«fdi«  tlley  m- 
di^rtake  stich  ail  iiii{>ortaiit  step.  Of  ftl)  fieraon 
tiiey  aitethe  worst  otJculat^ioitudc^e^  in  Attierica, 
^kbd  Aoald  n<>vef  od  any  acdoaiit  atiempl  to  end- 
^irato,  unlesti  they  be  pmilegied  of  at  least  009 
poiifidfti  Maiiy  fletsoii^  of  thii  daxs  have  arrived 
MeM^^Hbin  the  la^t  fiv6  or  six  ytors,  indst  of 
^hotri)  I  regi*et  to  itat^y  have  had  occasion  i^ery 
hktibtly  to  d^plofe  their  fate.  FaiBiUes  of  thin 
desctiptio^^  who  have  been  accustomed  while  id 
fitiro^  to  the  dttondance  of  servant^^  tillable  at 
dtito  to  dispense  with  &uch  valuable  appendages  to 
iMit  ktf  liitehdid  establishment,  frequently  take  them 
AeMJto  the  Atlahtid.  This  they  do  from  cai  ntter 
%iiohiil(te  ef  f  h^  banners  and  custoihs  of  Cteads^ 
Itnd  under  a  sappositionf  that  the  same  refifn^  stMe 
(/t-  Society  ejtists  in  this  country  as  in  theii'  own. 
But  here  thejr  lie  under  a  mis^take  i  For  ho  sootier 
diy  iWopton  i^H^U  arrive  in  Ameri<^^  tfiin, 
pereeiViit^g  toeh  ail  outcry  about  eqdalitit  and  ii^ 
tfE^tnb^ifcty  and  l^an^hig  3ie  fAcitities^Whfbharef 
tUSdrdifA  of  other>^iSi9  proeufitfg  the  rnHwhls  of  ex- 
istence, tliey  iinfiiediately  becoitte  asMhmDd  6f  ^ 
folded  meafnness  df  theiV  statiotf^  take  Ftetldk 
leave  of  thehr  employees,  atid,  proeuHrig  larid  foi* 
themSeH^s,  cotnnjence  the  oticnpatioil  of  fiitmhig 
irti  ihmt  o^frk  axicotfnt.  The  fftile  gi^atifieatiofit  Whieli 
tremairrs  fdr  those  who  have  pcdd  the  ^tssAge^tdiibef 
for  thehr  servants,  is"  the*  of  reflecting  on' their 
own  lihprftdence,  in*  omitting  to  n^ake  the  projWtf ' 
enqtkirieson  thi<f  subject,  prel^ns  to  their  deptlKuM 
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imy  leisure  for  rc^fleofemi ;  M  ik^y  Mm.  saiAmJ^ 
^ad  imexpeot^dly  q«ll#d  to  the  p#f  foraunoe*  jitf 
9ubordixift1|e  dvti^s  and  ixM<)iiftl  q^cqi^  £m  whlab 
^ey  hisA  never  be^n  prepared* 

As  1^  proof  of  what  I  hav^  nqw  stated^  it  mftjr.  W 
well  to  mention,  that,  with  th^  iK>)e  ejcofi^tien.  .of 
my  fEither'n  aerv^ts,  all  tb^^?  perspQa^  wJlQ  ft00Mft9t 
pamed  our  party  to.  thlioouptry,  whether  maPiH 
Tants  or  apprentices  to  th^  differ^  settiersi^.  ¥^y 
spon  after  their  arrival  dcK^mp^d  from  tb^  sayifieA 
of  their  beqefactors.  The  probable  r^MOA  i  whx 
those  who  were  attached  to  pur  family  Ja  «UmR 
oapacity,  did  not  follow  the  exi^fuplp  oft  \}^^  {^ 
waS)  that  they  were  afraid  of  not  n)e9t|Dg,.]ip({|fh 
equal  success  in  obtaiinipg  grants  of  Im^  ,        •   ;:u 

Among  professiopal  men,  cIergy]iH»  ara  H^ 
only  class  of  which  th^re  is  9  p^l^oular  iKsc^fcij^y 
in  Canada.  0(  these,  as  I  hc^yp  sh^wn  in  tJb^  l^tt^, 
on  Religion,  there  is  by  px>  i^eatif^  a  syflftciisii^ 
number  for  supplying  the  spiritual  wants  ftf  ;^ 
people.  But  of  lawyers  and  physi<»axis.  th^rf^  tsuf^ 
quite  enow  to  satisfy  the  de^apds  of  the  fr/^? 
vince;  and«  uptil  the  popi^latioi^  of  ^hs  .cfi^n^y 
becomes  moi;e  numeroiis,  np  prospects  of  WQReiui 
ca9  h?  afforded  to  persons  of  thei^  twoi  pc9^flV99fl> 
wtQ  may  foel  desirous  of  emigFating..,  T9  Jtfe^, 
yo^ng  idlers  of  the  English,  hospital^j^  tl^e  oi^cu^^ 
tiqn  pf  physician  i^  An^ii^a.  will  nqt  l^  r^)|^r^ 
mon^  antifring,  ,whpn  they  are  info?;fli^4>  tfcftl^^  W 
CQXVVequence  of  the  paHcity  pf  ^patjieowri**'  «lwpi^ 
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and'  the  grMt  distance  between  one  town  and 
another,  and  often  between  one  settlement  and 
another,  every  medical  man  who  is  excluded  from 
practisiiig  in  the  larger  towns,  because  those 
aTenue»  to  wealth  ore  already  choked,  is  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  carrying  his'  medicine-chest 
with  him  to  the  house  of  every  patient/  whom  he 
is  required  to  visit:  A  work  of  no  small  difficulty 
m  a  country  in  which  the  roads  are  not  good ! 

Half-pay  officers  under  field-rank,  who  have 
large  families  and  are  chiefly  dependent  on  their 
pay  for  their  support,  will  find  this  countiy  a  Very 
advantageous  place  of  retreat.  They  are  exempted 
from  personal  labour  in  the  field,  because  they  are 
OBabled  by  the  regular  receipt  of  their  money  to 
have  their  estates  cultivated  by  hired  men  ;  and  thus 
they  continue  in  the  same  sphere  of  life,  with  regard 
to  their  non-professional  employments,  in  which 
they  heA  been  accustomed  to  move,  though  they 
cannot  mix  with  the  same  agreeable  society. 

Among  mechanics  and  common  tradesmen,  car- 
penters, cabinet-makers,  tailors  and  shoemakers  are 
the  most  useful ;  and  are  able  to  procure  the  amplest 
and  most  certain  livelihood.  Persons  in  these  lines 
of  life,  are  generally  able  to  obtain  employment, 
and  are  paid,  as  journeymen,  on  the  average  about 
thirty  shillings  per  week.  Almost'  every  otHer  de- 
scription of  mechanic  is  unable  to  maintain  litmself 
by  means  of  his  profession.  Paihters,  slaters,  aiid 
masons  are  especially  superfluous ;  because  all  iliose 
branches  are  combined^  in'  that  of 'a  ca^]f>eifte]f ; 
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who  is  not  only  a, hewer  of  wood,  but  n  peunter  of 
wood ;  and  who,  since  nearly  all  the  houses  ape  built 
of  that  material,  is  able  to  dispense  .with  the  ma- 
sonio  art,  except,  in  the  erection  of  ohininies,  and 
in  the  performance  of  other  jobs  equally  small  and 
comparatively  unimportant.  But,  whether  a  man 
be  of  an. occupation  that  is  likely  to  be  called.into 
exercise,  or  not,  it  is  much  better  for  him,  partica- 
larlyif  he  has  a  family,  to  procure  land  and.  fol- 
low the  plough,  than  to  Qontinqe  in  the  pursuit 
of  his  original  occupation.  For,  since  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country  is  too  thin  to  allow  of  his 
having  constant  employment  in  his  peculiar  call- 
ing, he  may  fill  up  the  intervals  by  attjending 
to  his  farm,  and  thus  derive  double  the  advan- 
tage possessed  by  the  mere  agriculturist,  or  the 
mere  mechanic. 

With  respect  to  the  emigration  of  young  meti 
of  talent  and  enterprize,  but  of  no  particular  pro- 
fession, I  think  it  ray  duty  most  decidedly  to  urge 
upon  their  choice  the  preference  that  is  due  to  the 
kingdoms  of  Europe^,  and  especially  to  that  of 
Great  Britain.  For  they  who  imagine,  that  any 
other  part  of  Canada,  than  the  cities  of  Montreal 
and  Quebec,  is  favourable  to  their  views  of  liie- 
^ry ,  scientific,  or  commercial  advancement,  are  of 
all  men  the  most  dreadfully  deluded.  I  have,  heard 
of  many  such  persons,  who  have  recently  arrived 
in  the  Provjnce.;  and  I  feel  sorry  to  say,  that  I 
am  not  able  tp  make  a  single  exception  in  which 
tbey.h^ye  not  been  compelled  to  resort  to  the  use 
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of  the  ftx#,  or  to  iome  other  MBoe  wkieh  they 
eoBMder  equally  degradimg. 

In  truth,  I  cono^ive  Upper  Canada  to  be  m  a 
state  of  helpless  infancy.  The  soil^  by  the  Iqxv- 
riaat  growth  of  its  sponttftneous  prodactions,  is 
evidently  one  of  great  richness ;  And  only  need* 
the  steady  application  of  the  hand  of  indwtry  to 
make  it  absolutely  teem  with  the  various  produo- 
tioBS  of  nature,  which  are  necessary  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  beasts  of  the  field,  tile  fowk  of  the 
air^  and  for  the  lords  of  the  creation.  Agricalturt 
is  of  course  the  first  step  towards  a  state  of  civilis- 
ation :  For  it  is  of  the  vexy  essence  and  spring  of 
such  a  condition,  that  men  should  be  2nd  need 
to  make  tnat  use  of  the  earth  for  which  it 
was  intended,  instead  of  making  it  the  scene  of 
carnage  and  slaughter;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
they  should  cultivate  the  fruits  of  the  earth 
in  a  diligent  and  peaceful  manner,  instead  of 
endeavouring  to  subsist  on  the  favourable  issue 
of  warlike  encounters  with  the  savage  or  th^ 
timorous  living  creatures  of  the  earth.  Whils 
husbandry,  like  a  deep  but  silent  and  fertilizing 
river,  is  stealing  over  the  face  of  a  country  with 
the  plainly  perceptible  inscription  of  Pbacb  upon 
its  green  bosom,  the  nutritious  diet>  with  which  it 
rewards  its  humble  and  assiduous  votaries,  pro^ 
motes  their  health  and  longevity ;  ^nd  the  absence 
of  strife  and  contention,  which  in  produced  by  a 
rural  life,  encourages  the  formation  of  all  thcM 
tender  bonds  of  love  and  friendship  from  whidi 
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sooiaiy  not  only  derives  the  mere  name  of  ioqMlyi 
but  likewise  all  those  innamerable  charms  of  wbieb 
it  is  the  faithful  reservoir  and  fruitful  source.  Th^fe^. 
instead  of  the  depopulating  ravages  of  .war,  we 
have  the  increasing  influence  of  peace.     Not  only 
is. the  life  of  those  who  now  live  preserved  and 
prolonged  by.  the   healthful  and  vigorous  nature 
of  their   pursuits^  —  but  they   also  become  t)ie. 
fathers^  and  mothers,   the   grandsires  and  grand- 
dames,  the  ancestors,  in  fact,  of  many  generations 
of  children    and    descendants,  who,   continuing  . 
like,  their  progenitors  to   cultivate  the  <la^  ai)d  . 
pefstpe  with    love    and    friendship,   produce  .like, 
th^m  the  fruits  of  each  in  plenteous  and  fbun-  . 
dant  hwvests,  in  domestic  and  international  amity,  : 
and  in  a  numerous  and  condensed   population. 
This  is  the   era  for  the   encouragement  of  arts    - 
apd  mancifactures,  and  also  for  the  introduction 
of  every  other   refinement   of  refined  countries,, 
wiiich  is  consistent  with  the  comfort,  the  virtue, 
and  .the  happiness  of  man. 

]iefiffe  Canada  can,  to  the  same  extent  Wfth 
other  countries,  afford  encouragement  ,to  the 
various  artizans,  manufacturers,  and  the  profess 
sional^.m^n  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  it  most  pro-^ 
ceed  from  the  comparatively  barren  condition  in 
wfaiqh  it  now. lies,  through  all  the  several  stages  of 
improvement  with  respect  to  cultivation,  popula* 
tioii,  i&e.  until  it  arrives  at  that  completeness,  with  ^ 
regard  to  each,  in  which  a  fit  opport;unity  may  be,... 
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seized  for  the  introduetioii  of  every  thing  didcu- 
kited  to  promote  the  rising  greatness  of  an  infant 
nation.  Then^  and  n6t  till  then,  can  we  expect 
to  find  jrphoe  for  the  formation  of  orbits  for  the 
seholal*,  the  philosopher,  and  the  statesman;  in 
ttrhich  they  may  rightly  move^  and  distribute  their 
full  radiance  of  light  and  influence  among  the  inna- 
mtoable  crowds  by  which  they  shall  be  surrounded, 
^^  when  the  Uttle  one  becomes  a  thousand,  and  the 
small  one  a  strong  nation."  But  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  prophesy,  I  will,  in  spite  of  the  dis- 
honoiir  which  may  fall  upon  me  in  my  own 
country  for  the  exercise  of  a  prophetic  spirit, — I 
will  predict,  that  the  day  will  soon  arrive,  when 
those  who  are  fond  of  making  comparisons  will 
be  compelled  to  acknowledge,  that,  in  many 
respects,  the  beauty  of  the  daughter  equals,  if  it 
does  hot  exceed  the  beauty  of  her  beauteow 
mother.*  Those  who  reflect  that  such  a  consum- 
mation miist  primarily  proceed  from  the  emigration 
of  the  starving  poor  of  En^and,  Ireland,  and  Scot- 
land,—^and  that  the  country  which  was  gained  by 
the  prowess  of  the  British  arms,  will  thus  be 
made  the  seat  of  British  industry,  wealth,  and 
learning, — will  most  heartily  pray  for  its  speedy 
accomplishment ! 

By  some  persons  in  England  I  know  it  is  sup 
posed,  that  Canada  will  one  day  becoihe  an  appm- 
dage  to  the  United  States  of  America.      They 

*  See  Hoiace,  Bookl,  Ode  xvi. 
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abtioip^te  an  ^vent^  however;  which  oertainly  will 
never  take  place,  so  long  as  Great  Britain  retains 
her  present  power«-*and  may  she  ever  retain  it  \^^ 
and  so  long  as  she  parsues  the  same  liberal  polioy 
towards  hek*  North  American  colonies  which  she 
has  observed  since  the  conqaest  of  the  Ganadaa.  I 
have  not  formed  this  opinion  without  good  data, 
and  I  shall  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  submitting 
to  your  consideration  a  few  of  the  principal  argu* 
ments  which  I  think  may  very  properly  be  urg^ 
in  its  support,  and  by  which  I  have  governed  my 
eonoluAons. 

The  French  inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada,  sen-« 
sible  of  the  great  value  of  that  protection  with 
regard  to  their  civil,  religious,  and  political  rights^ 
which  they  receive  from  the  English  Government, 
as  natoralized  subjects  of  the  realm^  entertain  a 
warm  and  grateful  attachment  to  the  British  Con« 
stittttion.  Aware  that  if  the  country  in  which  they 
reside,  became  subject  to  the  United  States, 
their  present  religious  establishment  would  imni^ 
diately  be  broken  up,  they  look  upon  the  ioi^diMpml 
citizens  of  America  with  a  jealous  eye ;  and,  to 
say  the  truth,  they  cherish  np  sentimentis  towards 
them  b«t  those  of  implacable  abhorrence,  arising 
fron  their  laudable  and  chivaJbriq  attachment,  how^ 
ever  mistaken,  to  the  religion  of  their  ancestors. 
Influenced  by  such  feelings  and  considerations, 
when  occasion  ^hall  require  they  will  defend  their 
own  rights  and  immunities,  in  (connection  with 
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those  of  the  government  which  they  have  eapoitfed, 
though,  the  last  drop  of  their  blood  should  be 
expended  in  tears,  for  the  infringement  of  their 
liberties,  and  the  last  breath  in  their  bodies  in 
sighs  oh  account  of  the  subjugation  of  their  country. 
Those  of  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada  whp 
are  of  American  descent,  entertain  an  equal  abhor- 
rence against  their  republican  neighbours.  For 
their  own  and  their  fathers^  adherence  to  the  royal 
cause  during  the  revolutionary  war,  they  suffered 
the  loss  of  their  estates,  and  were  glad  to  seek, 
in  the  then  uncultivated  regions  of  Upper  Canada,  a 
refuge  as  well  from  the  violence  of  faction,  which 
raged  in  their  native  country,  as  from  the  conse- 
quent poverty  to  which  they  were  consigned  by 
the  change  in  its  masters  and  the  confiscation  of 
their  property.  They  stiU  regard  the  Americans 
of  the  Union  in  the  light  of  rebels  and  maraudem; 
and  this  feeling,  instead  of  subsiding  after  a  lapse 
of  nearly  fifty  years,  remains  yet  in  its  primitive 
force  and  vigour,  and  has,  indeed,  been  consider- 
ably increased  by  the  lawless  pmd  savage  conduct^ 

*  The  burning  of  towns  and  the  pillaging  of  their  infaalnteits 
were  both  commenced  on  the  part  of  the  Americans.  They  were 
accustomed  to  range  in  bands  all  over  the  Talbot  Cwmttj,  and 
made  no  distinction  in  the  objects  of  their  plunder.  One  of  their 
chief  aims  was  to  deprive  the  Canadians  of  all  their  fire«m% 
that  the  resistance  offered  to  them  might  prove  the  less  effectual 
I  have  heard  of  one  man  who  had  stolen  a  gun  from  a  Canadian's 
house,  and.  was  proceeding  to  destroy  it  by  knocking  it  againet 
a  tree,  when,  being  loaded,  it  went  off,  and  killed  him  on  die 
spot. 
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of  the  Americans  during  the  late  war.  There  are 
no  two  nations  in  the  known  worlds  whose  inha- 
bitants entertain  towards  each  other  a  more  cordial 
hatred^  than  do  the  people  of  Canada  and  those  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  I  question  much^  whether, 
all  things  being  considered,  the  former  would  not 
more  willingly  become  the  subjects  of  the  Dey 
of  Algiers,  than  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of 
the  adjacent  republic. 

That  part  of  the  population  of  Upper  Canada 
which  is  of  British  origin,  fully  alive  to  the 
inestimable  privileges  which  they  enjoy  under  the 
constitution  of  their  country,  if  they  are  not 
actuated  by  any  feeling  of  animosity  towards  the 
Americans,  are  yet  so  firmly  attached  to  their 
sovereign,  and  feel  their  own  interests  so  insepar 
rably  connected  with  those  of  the  kingdom  in 
general,  that,  if  their  adopted  country  were  in- 
vaded, they  would  meet  the  foe  with  such  deter-i* 
mined  resolution,  as  might  ensure  success  to  a  more 
dangerous  enterprize. 

Inhabited  by  such  a  people,  I  would  ask,  ^^  What 
has  Canada  to  fear  ?"  or  rather,  ^^  What  has  England 
to  fear?"  Certainly,  nothing;  but  she  has  much 
to  do :  And  if  she  be  desirous  to  boast  of  a  loyal 
mid  independent  people  under  her  protection  on 
the  American  Continent,  let  her  adopt  such  mea- 
sures in  the  government  of  Canada  as  will  be  more 
likely  to  issue  in  this  desirable  result,  than  some  of 
those  acts  which  have  emanated  from  the  resident 
-authorities. 
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LETTER  XXXVI. 


FBDI8TRIAN  JOURNBY'  FROM  TH«  TALBOT  SBTTLBMENT  TO  MMI- 
TREAL— CONVERSATION  1?ITH  AN  AMERICAN  TAVERN-KEEPER— 
DESCRIPTION  0¥  A  CANADIAN  TAVERN— LOST  IN  THE  WOODS-^ 
HIDNIOHT  WANDERINOS^^THE  DISCOVERY  €9  A  DWCLUNO— * 
XKhOSPITASLE  CONDUCT  OP  ITS  INMATES— LODOINO  IK  TBI 
HARN— ARRIVAX  at  THE  SEAT  OP  COU>NBL  SiMONfi— THE  RXtDMP- 
TION  OF  MY  JOURNEY  AND  ARRIVAL  AT  THE  SEIONORY  OT  LON- 
aUBILU^^DEfiCRIPTION  OP  THE  LANDLADY  OF  A  TAVERN. 


Db.  Golorm ith  ak>iiiewliere  obserTeR,  that  a  i 
who  travels  through  a  country  on  foot^  and  a 
who  is  whirled  through  it  in  a  carriage,  will  neoM^ 
nril}r  make  very  diiFerent  reflections  on  the  Soenes 
through  whi<A  they  pass,  and  on  the  varioiif 
objects  presented  to  their  notice.  As  I  had  oUei^ 
travelled  in  the  Canadas,  though  not  in  a  stqge- 
doach^  yet  in  vehicles  which  carried  me  over  their 
lakeB  and  rivevs  with  greater  velocity,  perhaps, 
than  ever  the  Doctor  saw  othek*s  whirled  aloqg  the 
roads  of  Italy  aad  France,  aad  was,  by  that  metM 
of  travellbg^  prevented  friom  visiting  many  Mtlie* 
inents,  Which  I  felt  a  desire  to  see;  I  resolved,  ii 
the  spring  of  1830,  to  undertake  a  pedestrian  toor 
fvoin  the  Talbot  Settlement  to  Montl^eal,  thereby 
to  avail  myself  of  the  advantages  afforded  to  a 

Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


PSDB8TRIAN  TOCK.  365 

single  man,  unincumbered  with  attendants,  and 
blessed  with  an  almost  apostolical  scantiness  of 
scrip  and  purse.  The  more  important  part  of  the 
information  collected  during  this  journey,  I  have' 
already  communicated  in  some  of  my  preceding 
letters.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  at  pre- 
sent ]to  the  various  adventures  of  my  redoubtable 
pilgrimage. 

I  left  my  father's  settlement  alone,  like  Jacob 
when  he  went  to  Padan-aram  to  the  house  of 
Bethuel,  his  mother's  father.  I  set  forth  with  a 
feeling  of  regret,  which,  when  I  first  took  up  my 
^bode  in  the  woods,  I  thought  I  should  never 
entertain  for  any  part  of  America.  But  we 
become  imperceptibly  attached  to  the  scenes  in 
which  we  are  accustomed  to  roam  ;  and  though  we 
may  regard  them  with  a  degree  of  indifference 
while  they  are  continually  before  our  eyes,  yet 
we  cannot  forsake  them  without  emotion: 

And  not  an  image,  when  remotely  view'd. 
However  trivial,  and  however  rude, 
But  winB  the  heart,  and  wakes  the  social  sigh. 
With  every  daim  of  close  affinity  I 

We  frequently  identify  the  action  with  the 
scene;  and,  in  our  conversations  with  persons 
who  have  been  at  some  former  period  of  life  our 
companions,  the  associations  of  the  mind  are 
so  strong,  that  we  are  apt  to  make  use  of  a  sQrt 
of  figure  ,of  synecdoche,  in  speaking  of  the  Incident 
when  we  would  ^peak  of  the  place  where  U  4iap- 
pened,  and  vice  versa.    The  poet, — that  sensitive 
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plant  of  the  animal  creation,  who  is  not  onlf 
touched  with  every  thing,  but  ii  moved  and 
thrilled  by  every  thing  which  touches  him, — the 
poet  remembers  the  silent  brook,  on  whose  green 
banks  he  has  conceived  many  of  his  loftiest  ideas, 
with  a  veneration  as  profound  as  though  it  were 
substantially  the  fountain  of  his  inspirations ;  and 
the  no  less  enthusiastic  philosopher,— who  has  been 
long  accustomed  to  observe  the  courses  of  the 
stars,  the  phases  of  the  moon,  and  even  to  explore 
what  he  would  make  us  believe  to  be,  the  moun- 
tains and  vallies,  the  rivers  and  roads,  of  that  beau- 
tiful planet, — when  others  are  wrapt  up  in  slumber^ 
is  rapt  in  imagplnation  to  the  highest  heavens,  and, 
in  the  true  spirit  of  a  lunaticy  forgets,  while  be  is 
walking  on  the  milky  way,  that  he  also  is  made 
of  an  earthly  substance.  The  lover  likewise,  whom 
the  disappointment  of  his  dearest  hopes  induced 
to  fly  from  his  former  habitation,  is  every  where 
pursued  by  the  fond  recollection  of  those  happy 
hours  which  he  spent  in  sweet  communion  with 
the  fair  object  of  his  admiration ;  and  ever  enter- 
tains a  feeling  of  high  regard  for  the  groves  and 
meads  through  which,  in  the  dawnings  of  affection^ 
he  was  accustomed  to  rove  with  the  idol  of  his 
soul; — to  live  in  her  looks'  and  feed  on  her  smiles. 
But  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  my  feelings  <m 
departing  from  the  Talbot  Settlement?  I  am  nei- 
ther a  poet,  a  philosopher,  nor  a  lover;  and,  of 
course,  cannot  feel  any  of  their  peculiar  regrets. 
iBut  I  am  a  being  of  the  same  passions  and  recol- 
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lections  which  are  common  to  our  common  s][>ecie9  j 
and  I  had  frequently^  while  in  Lower  Canada, 
found  a  sigh  arising  in  my  bosom  when  any  trifling 
event  directed  my  attentiofa  to  those  parts  of.  the 
Sister  Province  in  which  some  of  my  gloomiest 
days  had  been  spent.  While  in  the  wilderness  I 
have  oft  times  exclaimed  with  the  poet, 

Oh  Solitude !  where  are  the  charms. 

That  sages  have  seen  in  thy  face  ? 
Better  dwell  in  the  midst  of  alarms. 

Than  reign  in  this  horrible  place. 

yet,  on  leaving  it,  I  could  not  bid  adieu  to  the 
most  insignificant  object  with  total  indifference. 

After  I  had  walked  about  twenty  miles  through 
the  woods,  to  a  place  where  a  tavern  had  been 
lately  opened,  I  stopped  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
some  refreshment ;  but  on  knocking  at  the  door  of 
the  inn,  I  discovered,  that,  although  the  nest 
remained,  the  birds  had  flown.  It  had  been  esta^ 
biished  a  short  time  before,  by  one  of  those  specu- 
lating Yankees  who  roam  from  settlement  to 
settlement,  in  the  character  of  experimentalists,  and 
who,  not  being  able  to  realize  their  expectations 
in  any  place,  are  almost  continually  upon  the  wing. 
Being  a  little  fatigued,  I  seated  myself  ah  on  empty 
cask,  which  stood  opposite  the  door,  and  took 
from  my  pocket  a  small  edition  of  Young's  ^'  Night 
Thoughts,"  determined,  as  I  could  not  procure  any 
of  the  pabulfim  corporis^  to  substitute  mental  pro- 
vender.    But  alas !  the  inusquitoes  were  as  hungry 
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as  myself^  md  oomffHed  met  to  ji^mt  the  hook  wd 
returns  my  journey.  It  waa  mtber  remaijcabie  that 
I  had  opeaed  at  a  pa^  which  poutained,  an  the 
kiwyers  say,  a  case  in  point ; 

I  rue  the  ridies  of  my  fonner  fate ; 
Sweet  oomforfs  blasted  clusters  I  lament; 
I  tremble  at  the  hieaai&gs  once  ae  dea^ 
And  every  pleasure  pains  me  to  the  heart 

I  had  still  ten  miles  of  the  wilderness  to  traverse 
before  I  came  to  the  Oxford  Settlement.  In  all 
this  distance,  I  met  not  a  single  human  being' ;  bat 
the  musquitoes  were  so  glad  of  my  company,  and 
kept  me  so  busily  employed  in  defending  myself 
on  this  side  and  on  that,  as  to  afford  me  no  time  for 
thinking  of  any  oUier  beings,  than  those  which 
were  thinking  or  drinking  so  much  of  me. 

On  arriving  atOjcford^  I  stopped  at  a  tavern  to 
dine;  but  I  had  again  the  misfortune  to  find  no 
landlord  within.  You  pity  me,  I  dare  say :  But 
the  case  was  not  altogether  hopeless.  He  had  not, 
like  the  other,  been  guilty  of  a  moon-light  removiil; 
but  was  only  outside  of  the  door,  sitting  on  a  rock^ 
ing^ohair,  and  basking  in  the  sun :  His  appearanoe 
was  somewhat  rubicund  and  ^^  landlordly,"  and 
indicated^  as  is  usual,  the  nature  of  his  profession. 
Alth0H^  he  was  very  lightly  clothed,  having 
nothing  on  his  person  bat  a  thin  pair  of  pantalooBs 
and  a  iM>ttQn  shirt,  he  was  literally  tnelting  frontiie 
heat,  and,  I  seriously  rthink,  decreasing  «^  thf 
rate  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  per  hour.  Men  of 
his  profession  have  the  care  of  very  powerful  sudo* 
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rificfl,  diureticfl,  emetics  and  ajperieuts ;  and  if  thej 
partake  of  them  in  too  large  doses^  thej  richly 
deserve  to  experienoe  the  deleterious  effects. 

As  I  approached  the  door,  he  took  his  ^egar  from 
his  mouth ;  and  while  he  surveyed  me  with  an  eye, 
in  the  pupil  of  which  cwrumty  was  most  legibly 
written^  accosted  me  with, 

^^I  guess.  Squire,  that  you  he's  an  Engliah* 
man." 

You  must  guess  again,  Sir,  I  replied. 

^^  Why,  then,  I  oaleulate  lis  how  you  must  he  a 

Southem!"t 

Touare  equally  unfortunate  in  your  calculations^ 

Sir. 

**  Then  1  vow  you  mu»t  be  a  New-Yorker !" 

Your  vow  is  a  rash  one,  Sir. 

"Then,  what  the *devil  are  you  ?** 

I  am  a  cosmopolite  by  profession,  and  an  Iriih« 
man  by  birth. 

"  Well,  I  swear  that^s  pretty  particular  tarnation 
odd  too.  Why,  I  vow  you  speak  English  nearly 
as  weU  as  we  Americans  does." 

O,  not  at  all,  Sir;  you  really  intend  to  flatter 
me !  but  as  I  am  not  much  disposed  for  either  pay- 
ing or  receiving  compliments  at  present,  I  shall 
feel  particularly  obliged  by  yoii^r  ordering  me  a 
beef««ibeak.  I  have  walked  upwards  of  thirty  imiles 
without  taking  refresdiment ;  and  if  you  feel  any 
dttrpositi0n  to  join  meat  tibe  dinner-table,  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  convince  you,  that,  if  I  camaot  speak 

t  Meaning  an  inluibitant  of  the  Southern  States. 
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English  quite  as  cbrrectltf  as  you^  I  can  eat  a  beef- 
steak with  equal  appetite. 

"  Oh  I  I  guess,  there  he's  no  need  for  no  proof  of 
that,  for  I  never  doubted  the  table-ability  of  your 
countrymen.'' 

.  This  was,  I  own,  a  pretty  good  hit ;  but  I  made 
no  reply ;  being  unwilh*ng  to  protract  the  converr 
sation^  lest  I  should  thereby  protract  the  prepa- 
ration of  my  dinner.  The  beef-steak  was  at  length 
ordered,  when  it  was  discovered  that  there  was 
none  to  be  had ;  and,  without  consulting  me  on 
the  subject,  a  pork-griskin  was  served  up  as  a  sub- 
stitute. I  refrained  however  from  complaint,  and 
sat  down  as  contentedly  as  possible.  During  din- 
ner, the  following  dialogue  took  place,  between  the 
landlord  and  his  guest : 

Landlord.  I  calculate,  you  old-country  folk 
don't  think  much  of  us  Yankees. 

My  dear  Sir,  it  is  not  possible  that  I  can  know 
exactly  what  old-country  people  think  respecting 
you  or  your  country. 

Landlord.  Well^  that  may  be,  but  I  calculate 
you  can  tell  us  what  you  think  yourself. 

Yes,  I  admit  that:  But  you  must  be  aware, 
that  we  do  not  at  all  times  feel  disposed  to  tell  our 
neighbours  what  we  think  of  thein.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  like  to  tell  my  most  intimate  friends 
exactly  what  I  think  of  them. 

Land.  Oh !  I  know  nothing  of  your  sompnlo- 
sity.     We  Yankees  are  straight-forward^    stiff- 
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necked,  clear-ton^ed  fellows;  not  afraid  to  teli 
no  man  what  we  think  of  him. 

Well  then»  what  do  you  think  of  me,  since  you 
are  so  ready  to  deliver  your  sentiments? 

Land.  Why,  I  guess  as  how  you  he's  not  a  very 
bad  sort  of  fellow ;  though  I  don't  over-and-abovc 
like  you  gentry  from  England.  You  think  too 
tarnation  little  of  a  poor  man  in  your  own  country 
to  be  thought  much  of  in  ours.  You  make  slaves 
of  hired  men  in  that  there  country  of  yours,  and 
this  you  know  is  a  most  righteous  shame. 

You  are  entirely  mistaken;  Sir ;  we  have  no 
slaves  in  Great  Britain. 

SUyes  cannot  breathe  in  England ;  if  their  lungs 
Receive  our  air,  that  moment  they  are  free; 
They  touch  our  country  and  their  shackles  falL 

Land.  Aye,  Aye  I  you  ifiean,  you  have  no  negirs 
in  England :  We  know  all  that,  but  we  also  know 
that  you  have  got  a  tarnation  grist  of  slaves  there. 

Well,  if  you  must  have  it  so,,  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied.  Pray,  what  other  objection  have  you  to 
us? 

Land.  Why,  you  are  not  clever  slick  off.*  If 
you  are  asked  half? a-dozen  questions,  I  reckon  you 
grow  uglj/!\;^  right  away,  and  remain  silent  during 
the  rest  of  the  day. 

At  this  moment  a  man  in  his  shirt  sleeves  stalked 
into  the  apartment  in  which  we  were  sitting,  and 
requesting  ^^  mine  host'*  to  let  him  have  a  galU 

*  Free  and  fiuniliar  on  tU  occasions.        t  Cross  and  ill-tempered. 
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iicidef^  seized  bold  of  him  by  tbe  collar^  and 
dragged  him  into  the  bar  with  as  much  nngfroid 
as  if  he  had  been  an  empty  rum-cask.  I  was  not 
sorry  for  this  interruption  of  our  conversation,  nor 
had  I  any  desire  to  renew  it ;  for,  being  BssQied 
that  I  could  not  have  a  comfortable  bed  in  the 
house,  I  was  determined  to  proceed  to  the  next 
tavern,  from  which  I  was  then  eight  miles 
distant. 

When  I  had  paid  my  bill  and  was  bidding  adieu 
to  my  host/  he  said,  ^^  Now,  Squire,  I  calculate 
as  how  you  think  I  am  a  most  righteous  curious 

^^  Indeed,"  replied  I,  '^  I  think  you  are  rather  an 
odd  fish." 

'^  I  am  a  tarnation  clever  fellow  though,  and  as 
good  a  bit  of  stuff  as  ever  was  wrapped  up  in  so 
much  leather.  There's  a  hand,"  holding  out  his 
hand,  ^^  made  of  a  little  of  the  d st  stuff  you  ever 


saw." 


After  he  had  said  this,  I  begged  leave  to  decline 
any  further  conversation  for  the  present,  and  set 
forward  on  my  journey.  My  route  lay  through 
the  township  of  Oxford,  which  i^  one  of  the  richeat 
settlements  in  the  whole  Province;  and  at  eight 
o^clock  in  the  evening,  I  arrived  at  Dogge'a  taverm 
where  I  put  up  for  the  night« 

As  I  have  not,  in  any  of  my  preceding  lettra^ 
given  you  a  particular  description  of  the  Ca&adiaa 

*  A  glai«^iiurit«» 
t  The  American  pronunciation  of  the  word  creature. 
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teverns,  I  nhM  id  this  pla<3e  endearoar  to  deseribe 
them.  In  the  country  parts  of  Upper  Canada^ 
they  considt^  for  the  most  part,  of  small  log -houses^ 
with  three  apartments, — a  kitchen,  a  bed-chamber^ 
and  a  bar*room  in  each.  The  bar-room  is  alike 
the  coffee-room,  the  dram-shop,  and  the  counting-* 
house.  The  kitchen  is  the  scullery,  the  dining^ 
room,  and  drawing-room.  And  the  bed-chamber 
is  both  store-room  and  ward«^robe. 

The  furniture  of  a  bar-room,  excepting  its  oha« 
racteristic  accompaniments,  consists  of  nothing 
Hlore  than  a  plain  cherry-table,  two  or  three  pine 
benches,  and  a  fire-poker.  It  has  also  ^^  white- 
washed wall/'  and  "  nicely-sanded-floor,"  but 

No  varnished  dock  to  deck  behind  the  door. 
No  pictures  placed  for  ornament  or  use. 
No  twelve  good  rules,  no  royal  game  of  goose. 
No  broken  tea^cups,  wisely  kept  for  show. 
Ranged  o'er  their  chimneys  glittering  in  «  row. 

The  furniture  of  the  kitchen  it  is  unnecessary  to 
particularize, — pots,  kettles,  plates,  dishes,  knives 
and  forks^  chairs  and  tables,  with  half-anlozen 
trays,  are  generally  found  in  these  apartments. 

The  bed-chamber  commonly  contains  four  or  five 
beds>  clean  and  plain,  with  cotton  sheets  and  lin-* 
Sey'-wooisey  coverlets,  but  having  neither  posts 
nor  curtains.  The  other  accoutrements  of  this 
apartment  are  two  or  three  chairs,  and  a  portable 
looking-glass,  so  small  that  a  Lilliputian  might  put 
it  in  his  waistcoat  pocket ;  and,  so  far  fram  return- 
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ing  a  correct  repreaentation  of  tho  objects  which 
it  reflects^  that  if  you  look  at  yourself  in  it  length- 
wise,  it  will  double  the  longitude  of  your  visage, 
and  if  breadthwise,  it  will  equally  augment  the 
latitude.  Such  is  the  furniture  of  a  Canadian  bed- 
room !  Sans  wash-hand-stand,  sans  dressing-table, 
sans  bureau,  sans  pot  de  chambrey  ^^  sans  every 
thing !"  In  this  sort  of  apartment  do  men,  women, 
and  children  indiscriminately  seek  repose  from  the 
fiettigue  of  travelling. 

On  entering  one  of  these  taverns  and  asking  for 
a  single  bed,  you  are  told  that  your  chance  of  get- 
ting one  depends  entirely  on  the  number  of  trairel* 
lers  who  may  want  accommodations  for  the  night ; 
and  if  you  obtain  possession  of  a  bed  by  promismg 
to  receive  a  companion  when  required,  it  is  impoS'* 
sible  to  say  what  sort  of  a  companion  may  come : 
So  that,  instead  of  hoping  for  the  best,  one  is  led 
into  the  commission  of  a  sort  of  practical  bull,-^ 
to  which,  however  all  who  regard  their  own  per* 
sonal  convenience  are  equally  liable,  whether 
they  be  English  or  Irish, — ^by  keeping  awake  for 
the  purpose  of  receiv^ingan  intruder  while  no  intra* 
der  comes  to  be  received ;  and  thus  we  are  som^ 
times  deprived  of  a  night's  rest,  without  any  ad« 
vantage. 

I  remember  once  being  compelled  to  take  a  bed 
on  these  conditions,  because  I  could  not  others 
wise  procure  it.  I  retired  early  to  rest ;  and  filer 
contending  a  short  time  with  my  appreheneiowfll 
some    ineligible    bed-fellow,    I    dropped    asl»e^ 
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About  midnight^  I  was  awakened  by  the^  cfaaftter« 
ing  of  five  buxom  girls,  who  had  just  entered  the 
room  and  were  begmning  to  undress  themselves. 
Perceiving  that  there  were  only  four  beds  in  the 
apartment^  —  a  double-bedded  rooml,  —  each  of 
whieh  was  already  occupied  by  one  person^  I  set 
it  down  as  certain  that  I  should  have  one,  if  not 
two,  of  these  ladies.  Under  this  impression,  I 
raised  up  my  head,  and  desired  to  be  informed 
which  of  them  intended  me  the  h6nour  of  her 
company. 

'*  Don't  be  alarmed.  Sir!"  cried  one  of  them. 
^  We  shall  not  trouble  you  nor  your  bed.  A  k>ok 
**  is  quite  sufficient !" 

I  suppose  I  must  have  discovered  some  signs  of 
fear,  and  probably  looked  horribly  enough;  for 
the  idea  of  three  in  a  bed  was  rather  a  formidable 
ailSur.  This,  however,  was  the  first  time  in  my 
life  that  I  owed  the  luxury  of  a  single-bed,  or  any 
other  luxury,  to  my  looks.  Until  then  I  had 
always  conceived,  that  my  face  was  one  of  those 
every-day  faces  which  neither  excite  admiration 
nor  create  alarm,  but  which, — like  the  crow  thai 
is  vainly'  set  up  in  a  corn-field^  in  the  judicial 
capacity  of  a  terror^o  evilrdoerSy — is  only  observed 
by  the  passing  world  as  adding  one  to  the  number 
of  it*  species.  My  prospect  of  good  fortune  was 
upeedily  cot^rmed,  by  the  sight  of  a  large  bed 
Arranged  on  the  floer^  in  which  the  five  young 
ladies  composed  themselves  to  rest.  In  the  course 
of  my  short  life,  I  had  witnessed  much  of  the 
Vol.  II.  S 
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ctelig^htful  loqnaoity  of  the  fiuf  sex;  but  I  wBi 
^eatly  astonisbed,  when,  after  a  brief  iatervBl  oC 
mlence,  these  females  resumed  their  conversation 
with  redoubled  energy.  The  tone  of  their  voices 
indeed  was  less  clear  than  before,  and  their  sen^ 
tences  rather  short  and  abrupt.  They  spoke  prin* 
cipally  in  monosyllables ;  and  from  the  great  stress 
which  they  laid  on  particular  words^  I  was  led  to 
suppose  they  were  engaged  in  the  diacuasion  of 
some  topic  of  vital  importance.  But  I  could  derive 
no  benefit  from  their  conversation;  for  it  was 
carried  on  in  a  language  which  I  did  not  under- 
stand ;  but  which^  from  the  abundance  of  gutturals 
that  it  contained,  was  most  probably  German. 
I  was  kept  awake  for  a  considerable  time  by  their 
interesting  confab,  j  but  arose  in  the  morning  too 
^rly  to  hear  the  termination  of  the  debate^ — ^yet 
early  enough  to  discover,  that  ladies  speak  Ger- 
man when  they  snore  aloud. 
'  I  have  already  said,  that,  in  the  bed-chambers 
of  Canadian  hotels,  you  are  not  supplied  with 
wash-hand  stands  or  any  of  the  paraphernalia  of 
the  dressing-table.  But,  lest  I  should  be  hereafter 
accused  of  disseminating  erroneous  or  garUed 
statements,  it  may  be  as  well  to  inform  you,  that, 
on  descending  from  your  bed-room  and  walkii^ 
outside  the  door,  you  will  find  something  in  the 
shape  of  a  pig-trough,  supplied  with  water,  m 
which  you  may  wash,  if  you  please,  after  you 
have  dressed,  or  before,  if  you  have  any  disposition 
f o  walk  but  in  your  momii^-gown» 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


TOMONTRfiAL.  287 

In  addition  to  these  comforts  of  a  Canadian 
hotel,  and  as  an  example  of  others  too  namerous 
to  mention,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say,  if  you  have 
H  horse,  you  are  obliged,  not  merely  to  see  htm 
fed  and  cleaned,  but  to  feed  him  and  dean  him 
yourself^  or  else  allow  him  to  remain  hungry  and 
dirty;  and  this,  too,  must  be  done  with  a  good 
grace,  or  you  will  be  assailed  by  the  combined 
anathemas  of  the  landlord  and  the  windy  clamour 
of  his  lady. 

It  is  vain  to  expect  any  sort  of  attention  fromf 
the  proprietors  of  hotels  in  the  country  parts  of 
either  Canada  or  the  United  States.  If  you  ask 
the  landlord  ever  so  politely  for  any  accommoda- 
tion to  which  you  may  feel  yourself  inclined,  lie 
will  sullenly  desire  you  to  have  patience  and  wait 
UU  he  is  more  at  leisure ;  and  as  to  the  young 
ffrSsiy  who  are  usually  found  in  these  situations, 
they  are,  to  use  the  language  of  Lieutenant  Hall, 
a.  shade  sulkier  than  the  men.  ^^  Do  you  enquire 
ef  the  damsels  for  refreshment?  The  odds  are, 
that  you  will  be  answered  by  a  monosyllablic 
grunt,  or  some  such  delicate  phrase  as.  Mother ^ 
the  man  wants  to  eatP'* 

But  let  me  resume  my  journey.  On  the  second 
day,  I  passed  through  a  tract  of  country,  which 
belongs  principally  to  civil  and  military  officers 
who  have  served  in  Canada  at  various  periods,  and 
who,  in  the  early  survey  of  the  country,  obtained 
these  lands  without  any  conditions  respecting  the 
performance  of  settlement  xxr  other  duties.    The 

s2 
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greater  part  of  these  grants  were  made^  I  belieye, 
more  than  thirty  years  ago  ;  and  yet  the  whole  of 
them  are  nearly  an  unbroken  wilderness^  only 
three  houses  having  been  erected  in  a  distance  of 
nineteen  miles.  There  are  few  greater  impedi- 
ments to  the  improvement  of  the  country,  than 
the  number  and  extent  of  grants  of  this  description : 
For^  being  in  the  possession  of  men  who  are  under 
no  immediate  necessity  of  disposing  of  them^ 
and  whose  only  object  ^s  to  retain  them  until 
their  value  is  increased  by  the  greater  improve- 
ment of  surrounding  parts,  they  are  likely  to 
remain  in  their  present  condition  for  many  years 
to  come.  So  long  as  they  continue  thus  unsettled, 
the  roads  in  their  vicinity  will  be  as  impassable  as 
I  found  them  to  be  when  I  went  over  them. 

Nothing  of  much  importance  occurred  this  third 
day  of  my  journey ;  but  a  sad  accident  befel  me  in 
the  evening  of  the  next.  When  I  arrived  at 
Ancaster^ -which  is  about  eighty  miles  from  my 
father's  settlement,  it  was  about  six  o'clock,  p.  nt. 
My  intention  was  to  stop  that  night  at  Flambro' 
Cottage,  the  seat  of  Colonel  Simons^*  which,  by 

*  Colonel  Simons  is  a  Canadian  by  birth,  and  the  son  of  an 
American  who  held  a  eommission  under  his  Majesty  previous  to 
the  revolutionary  war,  and  who,  instead  of  transferring  with 
easy  subservience  his  loyalty  to  treorge  Washington,  drew  hit 
sword  in  defence  of  George  Rex..  At  the  termination  of  the 
cpntest,  disdaining  to  breathe  any  longer  in  the  rebel  atmosphere 
of  his  native  country,  he  removed  to  Canada;  and  still  has  the 
happiness  of  enjoying  the  sunshine  of  British  liberty. 
.  His  eldest  son,  who  Is  the  subject  of  this  note,  is  one  of  the 
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the  regular  road,  was  six  miles  from  Ancatiter,  but 
only  two  and  a  half  miles  in  a  direct  line.  As  the 
san  was  beginning  to  decline,  I  resolved  to  take 
the  shortest  cut ;  and,  having  made  some  previous 
enquiries  respecting  the  way,  set  off  without  any 
fear  of  losing  myself  in  the  woods.  After  walking 
for  upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  as  I  thought,  in 
the  proper  direction,  I  fancied  that  I  ought  to  be 
near  my  ultimate  destination.  But  on  arriving  at 
a  house,  and  making  enquiry  about  the  distance 
and  situation  of  Flambro'  Cottage,  I  found,  that, 
instead  of  approaching  it,  I  had  actually  gone  ill 
an  opposite  direction,  and  was  then  more  thaA 
seven  miles  distant  from  it.  ~  The  sun  had  alread;^ 
disappeared,  and  I  expressed  some  apprehension  to 
the  people  of  the  house,  that  I  should  not  be 
able  to  make  out  the  road.^  I  did  this,  with  a 
view  to  induce  them  to  offer  me  a  lodging  for 
the  night;   but,  they  dismissed  me  with  an  assu* 

most  hospitable  and  gentlemanly  men  with  whom  I  am  acquainte^^ 
I  feel,  much  indebted  to  him^  not  only  for  many  personal  favours 
conferred  upon  me^  but  also  for  his  polite  attention^  in  innumer- 
able Instances^  to  my  iather  aad  his  fiimily,  since  our  arrival  ift 
the  country.  He  has  ever  proved  himself  a  sincere  frtei^d  anl 
disinterested  counsellor :  and  I  should  feel  ashamed  to  conclude 
these  volumes  without  making  some  slight  acknowledgment  for 
kindness,  the  memory  of  which  will  always  be  preserved  with 
gratitude  in  our  hearts. — To  the  brother  of  this  gentleman^ 
Captain  Simons,  1  am  also  under  many  obligations,  and  I  feel  » 
particular  pleasure  in  being  able  to  rescue  their  names  from  the 
sweeping  censures,  which  ^y  regard  for  truth  and  my  duty  to 
the  public  have  compelled  me  to  pass  upon  the  generality  of 
their  countrymen. 

s3 
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irtAce^  ^^ihAt  the  way  wad  too  plain  to  lie  mi^ 
takeii."  Having  Ho  alternative^  I  again  set  off; 
1>at  had  not  proceeded  a  mile  before  it  grew  so 
^arky  that  I  could  no  longer  perceive  the  path- 
After  wandering  about  tall  nine  o'doo&y  I  aeei- 
dentally  arrived  at  another  dwellings  where,  oa 
relating  iny  adventures,  I  had  the  mortificatioa 
io  observe,  that  they  excited  «  good  dedl  of  oier* 
timeiit,  ^^  Poh  T'  said  the  man  of  the  house,  who 
was  evidently  a  Yankee,  ^^  I  guess  as  how  I  have 
^  got  a  little  iscrape  of  a  mare  in  that  there  field, 
^  that  would  oarry  me  to  Flambro'  Cottage  in  the 
^darkest  night  that  God  Almighty  ever  made; 
^  and  that  too,  if  I  was  as  drunk  as  a  rum^keg. 
^^  Say,  Betsy !"  giving  a  significant  look  at  im 
wife,,  *^  han't  Polly  often  carried  me  slick  forward, 
^  from  that  to  this,  when  I  han't  been  able  to  tell 
^^  whether  I  rode  her  or  die  rodfe  me  ?*' 

^^  To  be  sure,"  replied  Betsy,  "  how  should  she 
**  do  otherwise  ?  Sure,  if  she  were  not  as  blind  as 
*^  Bartimeus,  she  could  not  miss  the  way.'^ 

Seeing  there  was  no  one  here,  who  would  either 
aympathiee  with  me^  or  give  me  any  particular 
information  respecting  the  plan  most  proper  to 
foe  pursued  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any 
further  aberrations,  I  departed  abruptly  from  the 
door,  not  tt  little  chagrined  with  the  unceremonious 
and  inhospitable  treatment  which  I  had  expe- 
rienced. 

All  that  I  could  learn  from  Betsy  and  her  hus- 
band was,  that  another  house  was  not  far  distant, 
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to  wkicli  I  endeavonred  to  direct  my  steps/  But 
as  the  patk  was  Barrow  end  Maroely  discernible,  as 
well  on  accoant  of  the  forest  through  which  it 
winded,  as  of  the  ^^  blackness  of  darkness"  which 
the  night  had  by  this  time  assumed,  I  soon  began 
to  deviate  into  the  woods.  Undaunted  by  these 
provocations  to  despondency,  I  still  persevered,  ima^ 
gining  that  if  I  pursued  a  direct  course  it  would  even-* 
tually  lead  me  either  into  the  Ancaster  road,  or  that 
of  FlamboroUgh*  In  the  prosecution  of  this  plan, 
I  continned  to  walk  as  smartly,  as  the  abundance 
of  underwood  and  other  obstacles  would  allow  me, 
ior  the  space  of  three  hours,  I  was  now  not  far 
from  the  conviction  of  there  being  little  chance  thai 
I  should  that  night  be  able  to  regain  a  settlement;; 
and  the  spirit  of  knight-errantry  on  which  I  set 
out  wasdbbingfkpaoe^  when  I  found  myself  on  the 
brink  of  a  rapid  river,  and  in  walking  on  its  banks 
I^nrived  at  the  foot  of  a  considerable  cataract. 

It  has  been  justly  observed  by  Dr«  Johnson^ 
^^  that  the  sensations  excited  by  the  view  .of  an  un- 
^^  known  and  untravelled  wilderness  are  not  jui^ch 
.^^  as  arise  in  the^-tificial  solitudes  of  parks  and  gar- 
^^  dens, — a  flattering  notion  of  self-sufficiency,  a 
^^  placid  indulgence  of  voluntary  delight,  a  secure 
'^exp<»lsion  of  the  fuicy,  or  a  cool  concentration 
^^  of  the  mental,  powers.  The  phantoms  whic^ 
^^  haunt  a  desert  are  want,  and  misery,  and  danger^ 
'^  the  evils  of  dereliction  rush  upon  the  thoughts; 
^*  man  is  made  unwillingly  acquainted  with  his  own 
^^  weakne^,  and  meditation  shews  him  only  how 
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^^  little  he  can  sustain^  and  how  little  he  can  per- 
^^  form !"  At  the  foot  of  the  cataract^  this  beauti- 
ful passage  occurred  to  my  mind ;  and  I  thought 
within  myself^  if  a  great  man  like  Johnson,  while 
securely  straying  through  one  of  the  Hebrides  at 
noon-day  and  in  the  compan^^  of  an  agreeable 
friend^  could  anticipate  so  feelingly  the  possible 
evils  of  such  a  situation  as  mine,  where  could  be 
the  wond^er  that  I^  alone  in  the  midst  of  one  inter- 
'minable  wild,  and  at  the  noon  pf  night,  should 
experience  an  equal  agitation  of  the  nerves  with 
the  illustrious  doctor  f 

Though  extremely,  weary  and  worn  out  with 
fatigue,  I  was  afraid  to  sit  down ;  forv  I  knew  this 
part  of  the  country  was  infested  with  those  animab 
to  which  Goldsmith  alludes,  when  he  says : 

Here^  at  each  8tep>  the  stranger  fears  to  wake 
The  rattling  terrors  ^of  the  vengeful  snake* 

I  therefore  leaned  my  back  against  a  tree,  aban- 
doning myself  to  my  solitary  condition.  A  thou- 
sand painful  recollections  immediately  assailed  me, 
— the  friends  from  whom  I  had  recently  parted, — 
the  comforts  of  home, — ^the  society  of  my  fellow- 
men,  without  which  the  world  would  be  but  a  wil- 
derness,— and  every  thing,  which,  from  the  differ- 
ence of  its  nature,  could  be  contrasted  with  the 
circumstances  of  my  desolate  condition!  How 
little  do  we  prize  our  blessings  1 

The  clock  strikes  one;  we  take  no  note  of  time 
But.from  its  lots! 

And  in  the  same  manner  we  never  know  the  value 
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of  any  thing  which  we  possess  until  we  are  deprived 
of  it. .  There  is  something  very  pleasing  to  my 
nature  in .  the  ocasional  indulgence  of  sombre  re- 
flections ;  and  so  long  as  I  am  only  brooding  over 
imaginary  evils,  it  is  very  well.  But  when,  as  in 
the  case  which  I  am  now  relating,  the  various 
excitements  to  a  melancholy  mood  are  real,  my 
reveries  become  exceedingly  irksome  and  mis- 
placed; and  I  am  forced  to  confess  to  greater 
incongruity  than  he  who  complained,  ^^  the  good 
that  I  would  I  doyiot,  but  the  evil  which  I  would 
not,  that  I  do."  I  would  fain  have  indulged  a 
more  joyous  train  of  ideas ;  but  the  tide  of  sadness 
was  steadily  set  in,  and  I  had  oiily  to  wait  patiently 
for  the  return  of  gladness.  The  gloom  which 
overspread  my  heart  seemed  to  increase  with  that 
./whieh  overspread  the  forests ;  and  the  various  con- 
comitants of  the  scene, — if  those  may  be  called 
«uch  which  cannot  be  seen,— served  only  to 
heighten  the  original  effect.  I  had  lived  long 
enough  in  this  country  to  hear  the  howl  and  the 
^owl  of  the  wolf  and  the  bear  without  any  con- 
sternation, if  I  was  prepared  to  meet  them  and 
possessed  the  advantage  of  day-light.  But  when, 
like  the  goblin  whose  power  of  locopiotion  waas 
almost  equal  to  ubiquity,  the  terrific  sounda^  issued 
on  every  side  in  the  same  minute,  and  frequently 
mingled  in  a  sort  of  synchronical  succession,  I 
could  not  tell  on  which  side  to  commence  the  fray, 
if  I  had  even  been  so  inclin^ ;  and  truly  I  was  not 
Just    then    oppugnaciously    disposed;     Now  and 
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then^  I  thoHglit  I  could  peroeire  the  eye-ball  xif  t 
4eer  glimm^ing  Utrough  the  trees,  and  was  fire^ 
quently  confirmed  in  my  conjectures  by  the  whistle 
•and  the  SB<Nrt  which  ixnn^dtately  followed^  and  the 
rustling  noise  which  accompanied  the  noble  ani- 
mal's decampm^at.  Numbers  of  squirrels  ap- 
proached so  near  me,  that  I  could  plainly  remark 
their  gambols;  and  though^at  any  other  time,  or 
ia  another  situation^  I  should  have  deriv^ed  coosi- 
deraUe  pleasure  from  the  contemplation  of  Uieir 
innocent  vivacity^  I  could,  on  .^s  occasion^  only 
exclaim  within  myself^ 

They  are  so  unacquainted  with  man^ 
Their  tammets  is  ahocking  to  me ! 

Instead  of  the  nightingale, — whose  song  might 
have  pacified  my  feard  and  have  appeased  the 
awakened  anger  of  their  savage  objects,  for 

Mu^c  hath  charma  to  aoothe  the  8a?«ge  breast, 

the  voice  of  the  night-owl  was  heard  in  the  dis- 
cordant concert,  which  vexed  me  the  more,  because 
-^*  it  neither  added  to  nor  confounded'^  the  rage  of 
my  appalling  enemies. 

I  am  not  particularly  superstitious,  or  prone  to 
believe  all  the  tales  that  I  hear  respecting  super- 
natural appearances,  whether  they  present  them- 
selves in  the  shape  of 

.    Gorgons^  and  Hydraa,  and  Chimeras  dire, 

or  in  that  of  £lves  and .  Fairies, .  or  in  the 
intermediate    and  .  connecting    link   of    Crhosts, 
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Spectres,  ami  Hobgoblins :  .And  yet,  enve^ 
loped  as  I  was  in  the  two-fold  gloom  of  mj 
nfleotions  and  of  the  fcnrest,  I  fancied  I  could 
sometimes  distinguisfa^  by  the  fitful  gleamings  of 
the  fire-fly,  objects  in  the  form  of  men  passing  and 
repassing  before  me«  I  likewise  imagined,  as  the 
night-breeze  swept  mournfully  by,  tiiat  I  could 
bear  the  d^p  groans  of  some  agonized  mind — the 
spirit  perhaps  of  an  Indian  warrior  lamenting  the 
extinction  of  his  nation,  and  like  another  ^neas 
in  the  shades,  exchanging  for  a  time  the  place  of 
his  residence — the  one,  to  re- visit  the  scenes  where 
he  formerly  roved  undisturbed  by  the  white  man, 
as  the  other  did,  when  he  explored  the  dismal  re- 
gions of  his  subsequent  abode. 

By  this  time  I  hcMl  become  so  weary  as  well  in 
mind  as  in  body^  that  I  found  it  necessary  to  walk 
about,  lest  I  should  fall  asleep ;  I  succeeded  in  this 
attempt,  but  as  you  will  afterwards  find,  it  was 
only  by  exefaanging  one  sort  of  falling  for  another. 
Xil^ot  knowing  what  direction  to  select,  and  afraid 
of  penetrating  still  farther  into  the  wilderness,  I 
resolved  at  length  on  ascending  a  sort  of  mountain 
which  rose  up  before  me,  under  the  impression, 
Uiat,  if  it  should  even  lead  me  wider  of  the  track, 
its  elevated  sitaation  would  afford  me  ample  re-, 
compeme.  The  side  of  the  mountain  was  preeipi*- 
ious  and  broken,  which  made  the  ascent  both 
difficult  and  dangerous.  In  one  part  a  ledge  of 
rocks  projected,  while, in  another,  deep  and  perilous 
trenches  had  been  dug  fay  the  violenoe  of  the 
spring-floods.    Now  I  staAUed  ove<  a  huge  pfece 
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of  granite^  then  I  embraced  a  prostrate  oak^  and 
afterward  fell  into  a  trench.  In  these  respects  it 
bore  some  resemblance  to  the  hill  Difficulty y  which 
'^  Pilgrim"  had  to  climb  ;  and  like  him  in  ascend- 
ing it^  '^  I  fell  from  running  to  going,  and  firom 
going  to  clambering  on  my  hands  and  knees,  be- 
cause of  the  steepness  of  the  place."  Like  him 
also,  I  was  not  discouraged,  but  s&id  in  my  heart, 
wid  in  John  Bunyan^s  ^oe/ry, 

Better^  though  dif&cult^  the  right  way  to  go« 
Than  wrongs  though  easy,  where  the  end  is  woew 

By  dint  of  perseverance,  a;t  length  I  attained 
the  summit;  and  being  completely  exhausted, 
I  climbed  up  a  small  tree  with  the  intention  of 
sitting  on  its  forked  branches.  But  I  had  no 
sooner  taken  this  situation  than  I  perceived  a  light 
through  the  trees,  which  appeared  to  be  that  of  a 
candle  shining  from  a  distance  of  about  two  mfles.. 
I  immediately  came  down  from  the  tree,  and 
resolved  to  proceed  without  delay  towards  the 
place  where  the  light  seemed  to  be  fixed.  But,  on 
reaching  the  ground,  I  lost  sight  of  it,  and  walked 
in  the  direction  from  which  it  seemed  to  issue  for 
nearly  an  hour  before  I  recovered  it.  It  is  need- 
less to  say  that  I  got  down  the  mountain  with  more 
ease,  less  danger,  and  in  half  the  time  which  it  took 
me  to  ascend.  On  coming  to  another  hill,  I  regained 
the  light ;  and,  keeping  my  eye  fixed  steadily  upon 
it,  walked  forward  with  renewed  alacrity,  till  I 
arrived  at  the  house  from  the  window  of  which 
it  first  attracted  my  attention. 
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..Never  did  I  approach  the  habitatidn  of  man  with 
feelings  of  more  ineffable  pleasure.  I  had  been 
on  my  feet  continuously  for  nearly  twentyrone 
hours,  and  had  walked  about  forty*five  miles 
^*  without  bite  or  sup,"  which  made  me  feel,  as  you 
may  suppose,  a  strong  inclination  for  both  rest  and 
food.  As  I  walked  up  to  the  door  of  the  dwelling, 
I  fancied  that  I  was  not  far  from  either  of  these 
necessary  comforts ; — but,  alas !  the  gentle  lumi- 
nary which  had  kindly  served  as  a  lamp  unto  my 
feet,  and  as  a  light  unto  my  pathy  most  woefully 
belied  the  character  of  its  inhospitable  owner.  I 
l^nocked,  and  presently  was  answered  by  the  usual 
inquiry,  *^  Who  comes  there  ?" — A  friend ! 

**  What  friend?" — A  stranger  who,  having  lost 
his  way  in  the  woods,  throws  himself  upon  your 
kindness  and  protection ! 

", We  can  receive  no  strangers  here!"  was  the 
blood-freezing  reply.  I  remonstrated, — claimed 
the  common  rights  of  huinanity,— and  begged  for 
admittance  in  the  name  of  my  country,  whose 
known  hospitality  would,  1  vainly  imagined,  have 
obtained  me  a  passport  even  to  the  wig-wam  of  an 
Indian.  '^  To  the  wig*wam  of  an  Indian,"  did  I 
gay  ? — I  should  rather  have  said  **  to  the  dwelling 
of  a  Turk;"  for  an  Indian  refuses  no  man  the  shel- 
ter of  his  hut,  but 

To  the  homeless  child  of  want 

His  door  is  open  still ; 
And  though  his  portion  is  hut  scant. 

He  gives  it  with  good  will. 
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Finding  all  my  remonstranoes  meffeciual,  and  con^ 
Tinced  that  there  was  no  disposition  to  take  the 
stranger  tw, — ^which,  by  the  bye,  in  its  secondary 
acceptation,  was  rather  a  remarkable  circnmstanee 
in  Upper  Canada,  I  walked  away  from  the  house 
with  feelings  of  as  much  benevolence  towards  its 
inmates  as  they  deserved,  but,  to  say  the  tnilb, 
with  no  mare.  ^  * 

^  Surely  bams  and  stables  were  made  to  be  a 
'*  refuge  for  the  destitute,'^  thought  I,  as  I  passed 
over  to  a  building  of  the  former  description  w^hicb 
stood  a  few  yards  from  the  house.  There  was  no 
need  for  open  eeeameto  be  repeated  here ;  for  the 
door  was  already  open,  and  I  entered  without  any 
interruption.  Having  scrambled  up  into  the  mow, 
I  threw  myself  upon  the  hay,  and  thanked  heawii 
that  I  had  procured  such  a  comfortable  bed !  Al- 
though my  mind  was  far  from  being  m  that  tran- 
quil state  which  most  disposes  us  to  sleep,  yet  my 
body  was  so  much  fetigued  by  the  adventure  in 
the  woods,  that  I  speedily  fell  into  a  deep  sluittber 
and  did  not  awake  until  the  day  was  far  advanced. 

Without  presenting  myself  at  the  door  of  the 
dwelling-house,  either  to  complain  of  the  inhu- 
manity of  its  owners,  or  to  thank  them  for  tiie 
accommodation  of  their  bam,  I  set  forward  on  my 
journey,  and  without  any  further  impediments 
arrived  at  the  house  of  Colonel  Simons,  before 
breakfast.  I  did  ample  justice  to  the  good  things 
which  the  Colonel  set  before  me,  and  broke  my 
fast  in  more  pieces  than  I  had  done  for  a  long  time 
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hefore.  The  ki&d  reception  wkioh  I  experienced 
from  the  Colonel  quickly  restored  my  rmnd  to  itsr 
wonted  tone  and  serenity ;  and  the  strong  dispo- 
sition which  he  and  his  fa^iily  erincod  to  find  out 
the  iadividual  who  had  refu3ed  me  the  shelter  of 
his  cabin,  tended  greatly  to  convince  me^  that» 
however  inhospitable  the  Upper  Canadians  may 
generally  be,  the  number  of  those  who  would 
have  thus  denied  me  their  protection  is  but  very 
smalL 

After  spending  a  few  days  with  Colonel  Simons, 
to  my  no  small  pleasure  and  improvement,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  York«  and  pursued  my  journey  through 
Kingston  to  Montreal. 

The  road,  from  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario  to- 
York,  I  have  already  described :  That  which  leads 
from  York  to  Kingston,  runs  all  the  way  parallel 
to  Lake  Erie,  passing  through  the  townships  of 
Scarborough,  Pickering,  .  Whitby,  Dwrhngton, 
Clarke^  Hope,  Hamilton,  Haldemand,  Cranake, 
Murray,  Sidney,  Thurlow,  Richmond,  and  E^rnes- 
town ;  and  through  the  villages  of  Hamilton  and 
Belleville.  .    , 

The  settlers  of  these  townships  xlo  not  appear  to 
be  so  comfortable  in  their  circumstances  as  those 
of  the  Gore,  Niagara,  and  London  Districts.  The 
inhabitants  of  Sidney^  Thurlow,  and  Richmond, 
9hould,  however,  be  excepted;  for  they  possess 
more  wealth,  or  rather  more  property  in  stock 
and  in  improved  lands,  than  any  other  people  in 
the  Province. 
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I  Spent  a  short  time  at  Kingston,  and  iheif  prok 
ceeded  to  Montreal.  The  road  runs  along  the 
banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  lies  so  close  to  the 
river,  that,  except  in  passing  through  a  part  of 
Glengarjr,  I  seldom  lost  sight  of  the  water  for 
more  than  a  few  moments  at  once. 

On  the  following  day  I  arrived  in  the  seigniory 
of  Longueille,  which  is  the  first  settlement  m 
Lower  Canada,  next  to  the  line-which  divides  the 
two  provinces.  The  tavern  at  which  I  stopped,  is 
kept  by  an  old  lady,  who,  if  I  may  estimate  her 
age  by  the  number  of  wrinkles  on  her  ftfce  and 
forehead,  cannot  be  less  than  half  a  century.  The 
greater  portion  of  her  life  has  been  spent  in  tavern- 
keeping,  although  she  either  cannot  speak  a  word 
of  English,  or  pretended  so,  that  she  might  have 
the  pleasure  of  laughing  at  my  bad  French.  Bat 
she  did  not  enjoy  this  felicity ;  for  as  there  were 
half-a-dozen  demoiselles  in  the  house  who  ooald, 
some  of  them  at  least,  speak  English  tolerably 
well,  I  directed  very  little  of  my  attention  to  iMv- 
damey  whose  appearance  was  the  farthest  from 
interesting.  She  was  remarkably  tall;  high  in 
bone  but  low  in  flesh.  The  colour  of  her  eyes  was 
a  beautiful  bottle-green ;  and  they  were  encircled 
by  a  deep  purple  halo,  which  gave  thein  exacthr 
the  appearance  of  emeralds  set  in  sapphire. 

Her  voice  was  so  unusually  loud  and  dttcordant, 
that  every  word  seemed  sufficient  to  break  a  bed- 
stead; and  she  exclaimed  at  least  thirty  fiiMs 
while  I  was  getting  my  dinner,  aOez^filU^'y  ftSkx  a 
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Tos  rouets  !  When  my  hostess  was  not  particularly 
engaged  in  scolding  the  girls,  her  attention  was 
chiefly  engaged  by.  a  huge  over-:grown  cat,  which 
strikingly  resembled  its  mistress,  being  proportion* 
ably  long,  lean  and  lank,  and  having  eyes  of  a 
corresponding  colour,  with  an  equally  expressive 
countenance.  The  dear  animal  sat  upon  a  chair, 
which  was  assigned  to  it  with  a  greater  appearance 
of  importance,  than  ever  I  witnessed  towards  any  of 
its  species  however  beautiful.  It  appeared  to  be  the 
constant  play- fellow  of  the  old  lady,  who,  after 
stroking  it  in  her  lap  with  the  utmost  affection, 
frequently  took  it  by  the  tail,  and  held  it  up  in  the 
air^ — for  the  purpose,  I  suppose,  of  giving  me  an 
opportunity  to  observe  the  resemblance  which 
there  was  between  them,  as  well  in  their  voiqes  as 
in  their  persons.  If  this  was  really  her  motive,  she 
succeeded  to  a  hair ;  for  never  were  two  animals 
more  alike  in  voice  and  face, — making  always  an 
allowance  for  the  characteristics  of  their  respective 
species, — ^than  grimalkin  and  her  mistress;  and  I 
could  almost  fancy  when  I  heard  the  squeaking  of 
the  former  that  she  said  distinctly,  AUez,  filles, 
allez  a  vo$  rouets  f  But  with  all  these  drawbacks 
from  admiration,  the  manners  of  the  old  lady  and 
her  young  assistants  exhibited  much  more  refine- 
ment, and  a  greater  desire  to  please,  than  those  of 
the  clowns  who  were  inn-keepers  in  the  Upper 
Province,  and  whose  rudeness  must  always  he 
shocking  to  a  man  possessing  the  least  portion  even 
of  natural  sensibility. 
Vof-.  II.  T 
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MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS  OF   |«OWSR  CANADA  —  8TATB   OF    SOCIETT 
IN   MONTREAL— FOUR   CLASSES — INSOLENCE    OF    UPSTART  VAN1'- 

TV— MR.    Lambert's   remarks    on    conjugal    infidblity — 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  ANNITAL  PROCESSION*— NUPTIAL  CBRSKOKnt 
-*-MAP?|MISS  OF  THE  CANADIAN  CATHOLICS -^'CONTRAST  Rl* 
XWEBN  THBM  and  THB    IIU8H<*t>P|IOTINCIAI<  CUSTOMS  OH   NEWW 

year's    day-^thb    cHARivAfii— -happinbss    OF   THE    i<owi;r 

CANADIAN9>  THOUGH   DESTITUTE   OF  EDUCATION. 


In  my  leiiety  I  gave  you  a  sbort  aoeoant  of  the 
eiiy  of  Montreal;  I  shall  now  endeavouF  to 
give  you  a  desoFiption  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  merohants  are  principally  of  English  and 
American  deseent.  Very  few  French  Gaaadians 
are  now  employed  in  the  commerce  of  this  cityi 
They  seem  to  be  exceedingly  deficient  in  that 
epirit  of  enterprize  which  they  ought  to  pos- 
sess before  they  can  successfully  compete  with 
either  English  or  American  merchants.  Most  of 
those  persons, — and  they  are  numerous,  —who  haTs 
made  fortunes  in  Montreal,  are  English  andSooteh 
emigrants ;  among  whom,  since  they  were  origin* 
ally  mechanics  of  low  origin  and  scanty  aoquire* 
menis,  yon  cannot  expect  to  meet  with  much 
refinement. 
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Th6  poptthiioii  of  this  city  hasr,  by  gein^fal  cour 
wiit>  been  divided  into  four  diatinot  elaase^i  T^ 
Fift»T  is  composed  of  the  ciT3  «tnd  military  offiwr% 
the  mogt  respectable  profesw>BaI  osien  in  Law, 
Phy^ic^  and  Divinity^  a^d  the  several  members  of 
the  North  West  Company  : — The  SiscoND^of  iner^ 
chants  of  large  fortune :  —  The  Third^^  of  shop- 
keepers and  the  more  weaHby  mechanios:— ^j^n4 
the  Fourth,  of  that  class  of  men,  which  in  l^ngljGUiid 
ia  distiogwished  by  the  appellsiticm  of  the  ^^  lower 
or4ws«" 

Within  the  last  twenty  years,  oiany  meb  hai^f 
Required  large  fortunes  in,  Montreal  from  very  low 
beginnings;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that> 
stithough  there  are  not>  I  believe,  more  than  $y0 
or  six  families  in  the  city,  eai.Qepting  those  o|  iht 
fint  obss,  whose  rank  in^  life>  before  the  wqmi^ 
tinm  of  their  wei4lb»  was  above  that  of  servante 
w»d  mecfaantos,  they  exhibit  as  mack  pric^>  rim) 
RR  strong  an  inaUiiation  towards  afistodtatieeil 
djstinciiion^  as  many  of  Ike  <4deet  pajtriciea  fami?i 
lies  in  Europe*  The  d^fktwd  eoopere  and  curpevh 
teffs  of  this  city,  having  once  thrown  otiHid  tln^  adw 
Rifed  the  jaok-plane,  asswne  all  the  mvs  of  nobUiiy^ 
and  look  down  upon  their  less  fortunate  oompcmai 
with  fo^U'tnerited  oonteBspt*  NotUng  omk  be  nwe 
oharaeterisUo  of  the  vanity  of  these  gmdryy  thmt 
ike  fael,  that  you  may  see  them  diuly  a^verti?^ 
in  the  puUio  papers  aa  ^^  Direetotre  of  the  ibiAkiii|( 
establiehmeBfts/'  with  E»<^criR£  in  fuU  length  Rt  the 
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tail  of  their  names.  J  have  now  a  newspaper  before 
tne^  which  contains  no  less  than  three  of  these 
advertisements,  in  which  the  names  of  five  persons 
are  given  to  the  public  as  Esqdirbs  : — ^two  of 
whom  are  carpenters,  still  worJb^ing  at  their 
ti*add;  the  third,  once  a  plasterer,  .has  become  a 
gin-seller ;  the  fourth^  formerly  a  cooper^  is  now 
k  retail  grocer ;  and  the  fifth  is  a  painter  and 
j^tazier. 

'^  The  apologists  of  purse^pride  argue  to  no  pur- 
pose in  favour  of  the  skip-jdcks  of  fortune,  when 
they  plead  in  vindication  of  their  ostentations  and 
ttBptring  dispositions^  that  ^^as  all  rank  mast  have 
originally  sprung  from  superiority  of  wealth,  it  is 
but  equitable  that  the  increase  in  property  should 
be  followed  by  a  proportionate  elevation  in  the 
'  glides  of  society  and  in  public  estimation."  No  one 
'^an  i^eaflonaUy  deny  to  abstract  wealth  its  due  por- 
tion of  influence ;  and  when  it  is  accompanied  by 
a  oolttinued  deference  to  his  superiors  in  birth  and 
education^  and  by  an  obliging  and  affiible  deport- 
ment to  thote  who  are  now  his  inferiors,  in  the 
tnan  who  has  acquired  it,  he  cannot  fail  of  becom- 
ing respectable  in  the  opinion  of  all  sensible  per- 
sons, and  of  acquiring  the  character  of  *^  a  gentle- 
man/' in  the  soundest  though  not  in  the  most  gene- 
ral acceptation  of  the  term.  But  when  opportu- 
nities are  eagerly  embraced  for  creating  the  woo- 
dei^ment  of  the  vulgar  at  the  greatness  of  wealth ; 
when  it  is  dismayed  singly,  as  the  instrument  for 
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effecting  it  cbabge  in  the  public  opinion,  or  im- 
posed  as  an  argument  for  the  adoption  of  some 
chimerical  conceit^  and   when   it   is   audaoiouriy 
assumed  as  the  ground  for  acts  of  insolence  and 
oppression ;  the  indignation  of  the  poor  will  haffl/9 
the  vanity  and  ambition  of  the  ignoble  upstart^ 
while  the  rich  and  the  noble  will  compassionate  .his 
fatuity,  and  trample  on  his  pride*    The  commonest 
mistake  on  this  subject,  among  those  who  hitve  not 
learned  to   discriminate,  is  that   of   considering 
wealth  to  be  the  stamen  of  distinction,  instead  of 
the  means  by  which,  if  judiciously  applie4>  distino- 
tion  may  eventually  be  jprocured.    The  mind  M, 
after  all,  ^'  the  standard  of  the  man ;"  and  wheti 
that  is  properly  enlightened,  wealth  will  assume  its 
due  form  of  utility,  and  ^^  money  which,"  ai^ord- 
ing  to  one  of  the  ancients,   ^'  has  no  colour  but 
what  is  elicited  by  an  appropriate  use,"  will  them 
appear  in  its  inherent  fitness  and  beabty. 

The  public  amusements  of  Montreal  are  at  pre- 
sent confined  to  winter  balls  and  dinner  parties 
on  festival  diays  ;*  at  all  of  which,  the  distinctions 
I  have  enumerated  are  strictly  attended  to::  But 
how  they  regulate  the  shades  of  difference,  (which 
00  far  as  they  concern  the  three  lower  classes,  are 
wholly  imperceptible  to  me,)  I  have  never  been  able 
to  learn.  The  fact  is,  howeyer^  notorious,  that 
each  class  is  called  by  a  particular  name,  and.  that 
particular  nights  are  appointed  for  their  several 

*  Theatricals  are  at  a  very  low  ebb  in  Montreal.  There  has 
heen  no  theatre  since  the  destruction  of  that  buQding  in  ISSO. 
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assemblies;  and  tboo^h  ad  ways  glad  to  admit  per- 
sd&B  from  a  higher  sphere,  they  tieTer  oondesioeiid 
td  receive  any  who  belong  to  an  inferior  rank. 
Althcmgh  I  have  nour  Msided  more  than  a  year  k 
Montreal,  I  hav«  never  had  the  honour  of  attend- 
inig  any  of  their  ajsembiies^  and  cannot,  therefore, 
positively  say  what  ere  the  qualiflcatioiBi  wfaieh 
entitle  persons  to  admission  to  any,  except  those 
6f  the  first  class.  I  presume,  however,  that  the 
holder  of  a  card,  which  sets  forth,  ^^  that  he  was 
a  regular-bred  footman,  and  is  now  a  wholesale 
merchant,  with  a  capital  of  more  than  £10,000," 
would  find  no  difficulty  in  procuring  the  enlree  to 
the  assemblies  of  thia  second  degree  in  oaste«  There 
^eertMily  must  be  sotne  standard  of  this  kind  by 
'Which  to  regulate  themselves ;  or  else  the  cooper, 
who  has,  by  dint  of  kidustry,  amassed  a  fortune 
4>f  jC30,000,  would  occasionally  be  exposed  to  the 
humiliating  necessity  of  leading  off  a  set  with  the 
wife  of  some  other  cooper,  who  had  saoooeded  in 
making  only  £5,000. 

The  gentlemen,-->Hf  they  must  be  nicknamed,^--* 
drees  very  well,  a|id  have  rather  a  respectable 
appeamnee;  but  I  hav»  aever  seen  more  than  half 
a  down  females  in  the  city,  who  assume  eittier  the 
air  or  the  dress  of  ladies.  In  the  summer  evenings^ 
Ubs  Cksmp  d$  Maurt  is  an  agreeable  promenade^ 
and  much  frequented  by  gentlemen ;  but  they  are 
Mldoa  Accompanied  by  their  wives,  sisters,  or 
/d<Lughters»  I  have  frequently  remarked,  and  have 
repeatedly  heard  others  remark,  that  an  Englisk 
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village  contdinmg  only  1,600  inhabitants,  daily 
turns  out  a  greater  number  of  faflhiotiables  than  are 
6ver  to  be  seen  on  this  delightful 'promenade.  To 
me  there  appears  no  sign  of  improvement  in  tfab 
respect  among  the  people  of  Montreal ;  bat  as  all 
or  most  of  my  information  respedtihg  them  was 
gathered  from  others,  (for  I  never  had  the  honour 
of  associating  with  any,  excepting  two  or  thre* 
families,  whose  knowledge  of  their  neighbours  was 
nearly  as  limited  as  my  own,)  I  probably  am  not 
A  competent  judge*  Lbt  us  bear  the  opinion  of 
one  who  appears  to  have  known  them  much  better 
than  I  do. 

In  page  293  of  his  Travels,  vol.  1 ,  it  is  observed  by 
Mr.  Lambert :  ^'  The  society  of  the  towns  in  Gannda 
has  been  represented  by  some  writers  as  so  ex^^' 
tremely  gay,  lively,  and  agreeable,  and  possessing 
such  friendly  unanimity  and  generous  hospitality^ 
that  a  stranger  might  fancy  the  inhabitants  formed 
only  one  large  family.  I  am  sorry  that  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  furnish  a  similar  representatioti«  At 
the  period  when  I  visited  Canada,  its  society  wai 
split  into  parties}  seandal  was  the  order  of  tb^ 
day;  «id  calumny,  misrepresentation,  and  envy^ 
seemed  to  have  erected  their  standards  among  the 
greater  portion  of  the  inhabitants*  The  weekly 
papers  teemed  with  abusite  scurrility  and  malicious 
insHnuatidns ;  and  all  that  gaiety  and  happiness 
Which  I  had  been  led  to  expect  in  Canada,  Sdemed 
either  to  haVe  totally  deserted  the  country,  or  to 
have  existed  only  m  the  iutoginntions  of  fyntM 
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writer?*  It  is  true,  I  afterwards  met  with  indivi- 
duals  whose  amiable  character  and  private  virtues 
would  do  honour  to  any  society ;  but  the  general 
oharaeter  and  disposition  of  the  people  very  ill 
accorded  with  the  flattering  accounts  which  had 
been  given  of  them.  In  short,  the  same  jealousy, 
pride,  and  party  feuds,  exist  in  the  society  of  the 
.towns  in  Canada  to  which  all  small  communities 
are  liable.  They  are  engendered  by  the  know- 
ledge of  each  other's  origin  and  private  history. 
Those  who  cannot  trace  tiieir  genealogy  beyond  a 
private  soldier  or  a  sutler  in  the  army  which  con- 
quered the  country,  are  of  course  treated  with 
contemptuous  pride  by  others,  who  can  boast  of  a 
lc»ig  line  of  ancestors  that  sprung,  perhaps,  from 
the  illegitimate  offspring  of  some  nobleman's  tfald 
de  viambre  or  cast-off  mistress.  No  great  cordiality 
oan  be  expected  to  exist  between  such  opposite 
iod. heterogeneous  materials,  especially  in  a  small 
immunity,  where  full  scope. is  given  to  the  opera- 
tion of  petty  competition  and  private  malignity. 
In  a  large  metropolis^  these  contentions  could  not 
be.felt^  they  would  be  lost  in  the  crowd ;  but  in  a 
^mall  town,  where  every  ode  knows  his  neighlxMnr, 
and  gwerously  interests  himself  in  his  concerns, 
they  aet  like  the  fire  of  a  volcano,  which,  at  one 
time,  Qonvulses  the  surrounding  neighbourhood, 
and)  at  another  time,  preys  upon  its  own  vitals.— 
The  increase  of  agriculture  and  commerce  has 
cfiU9ed  several,  faqdilies  to  rise  from  poverty  and 
obscurity  into  opulence  and   notoriety;   and  the 
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staYidard  of  individual  merit  i,n  Canada  id  too  often 
a  man's  riches  or  his  rank:  Virtue  and  talents 
obtain  but  little  respect.  The  large  fortunes  ac- 
quired by  some  of  the  merchants  have  tended  to 
raise  the  envy  of  many  who  would  wish,  but  have 
not  the  means^  to  emulate  them  in  their  style  of 
living." 

He  adds :  ^'  For  a  small  society  like  that  of 
Canada^  the  numbers  of  unfaithful  wives,  kept  mis- 
tresses, and  girls  of  easy  virtue,  exceed  in  propor- 
tion those  of  the  old  country ;  and  it  is  supposed^ 
that  in  the  towns,  more  children  are  bom  iUegiU^ 
mateljf  than  in  wedlock.  The  frequent  infidelity 
of  wives  and  husbands  creates  much  animosity 
iind  discord  in  some  of  the  higher  circles  of  Cana- 
dian society;  and  the  ladies  often  run  to  each 
other's  houses  to  inquire  the  truth  of  the  scan- 
dalous reports  that  fly  about.  Their  passions  hare 
been  roused,  mutual  recriminations  have  taken 
place,  and  it  is  known  that  they  have  sometimes 
proceeded  to  blows.  Trials  for  erim.  con.  are^ 
however,  unknown ;  neither  are  duels  ever  re- 
sorted to  by  the  Canadian  gentry  to  avenge  their 
injured  honour.  The  husbands  generally  wink  at 
the  frailties  of  their  wives,  and  either  content 
themselves  with  increasing  the  number  of  their 
homed  brethri^n,  or  fly  for  comfort  into  the  arms 
of  a  fille  de  chambre.^^ 

I  cannot  exactly  agree  with  all  Mr.  Lambert^s 
remarks  on  this  subject :  ^^  That  there  are  noiore 
children  born  illegitimately  than  in  wedlock  in 
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this  \htg$  t6wii»  of  Lower  Canada^"  k  an  cuMWtioA 
which  I  do  not  think  by^tiy  means  entitled  to 
eredit.    If  this  were  the  cas^e^  at  the  time  when 
Mr.  Lambert  wrote^  it  certainly  is  not  so  now; 
and  however  great  may  be  the  infidelity  of  wiveS) 
I  have  heard  very  few  instances  in  Lower  Canada 
of  improper  conduct  in  unmarried  females.      If^ 
however,   Mr.  Lambert  meant  to  say^  that  the 
number  of  children  in  the  large  towns^  who  are  th« 
fmit  of  unfaithfulness  in  wives  and  unwatchfalnesi 
in  husbands,  greatly  exceeds  that  of  those  who  are 
the  legitimate  offspring  of  marriage,  I  may  ven** 
ture  to  believe  in  the  truth  of  his  remark^  though 
I  cannot  tell  by  what  supernatural  means  he  can 
have  made  the  calculation^   But  as  he  was  a  young 
man,  and  doubtless  very  fascinating,  perhaps  the 
kdies  let  him  into  their  secrets ;   if  so,  I  think 
he  should  have   made  some  acknowledgment  to 
them  in  his  Preface,  for  having  furnished  him  with 
such  interesting  materials  for  his  work« 
.    I  have  already  informed  you,  that  the  majority 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Montreal  are  of  FVeneh 
descent,  and  consequently  Roman  Catholics*  When 
Mr.  Lambert  was  in  this  country,  it  appears,  the 
people  were  almost  wholly  destitute  of  the  means 
of  instruction  t  But  so  far  is  this.from  being  the 
ease  at  present^  that,  independent  of  the  French 
Seminaries  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  my  Fourth 
Letter^  there  are  at  least  thirty  private  Academies 
in  the  city,  almost  all  of  which  are  conducted  by 
Irish  teachers  of  respectable  acquirements. 
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Catkolics  and  Protestants  here  a»M>oiaCa  together, 
without  eithibiting  any  of  that  raneonroiis  spirit, 
t>r  those  religious  animosities,  which  are  unhappily 
so  frequent  in  your  distracted  country.  And  what 
may  considerably  tend  to  produce  such  an  agree* 
able  state  of  things^  is  the  circuinstancey  that  the 
cUtrgy  are  supported  by  the  people  of  their  several 
denominations.  Those  of  the  Roman  Oathdlid 
persuasion  receive  a  sort  of  tythe-^ne  a6th  part 
— of  the  produce  of  the  soil  in  the  actual  possession 
of  the  members  of  their  flocks.  The  Clergy  of  the 
English  Church  are  supported  by  the  Govern** 
ment ;  and  those  of  every  other  denomination,  by 
iheir  respective  flocks.  The  Roman  Cathdio 
l^riests  are  a  loyal  and  highly  respectable  body  of 
men,  who  take  no  concern  in  the  secular  affairs 
of  their  parishioners,  and  are  mainly  denrons  of 
promoting  tlmr  eternal  wel&re.  They  live  a  life 
4>f  comparative  seclusion  from  the  world,  and  are 
steMom  seen  out,  except  in  the  discharge  of  paro« 
^hial  duties.  They  do  not  even  associate  with  the 
Iay«>members  of  their  own  community,  any  further 
than  the  fulfilment  of  their  pastonsJ  fiinctions 
requires.  Their  principal  revenue  is  derived  from 
the  hch  el  f)ente$,  or  fines  of  alienation,  by  which 
they  have  become  a  very  wealthy  body.  Their 
4>rdinary  dress  consists  of  abla<^  bomba^een  gown^ 
or  pelisse,  which  trails  ;upon  the  ground,  b)a6k 
i[imall«>clothes  and  stockings,  with  a  broad  brimmed 
hat  and  buckled  shoes.  In  passing  through  the 
city,  they  appear  to  be  completely  engrossed  in 
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own  piouB  meditations,  taking  no  more  notice  of 
the  inhabitants  than  if  they  were  themselves  beings 
of  another  world. 

They  make  an  annual  procession  on  Trinity 
Sunday,  in  commemoration  of  our  Saviour.  For 
several  weeks  before  this  grand  f^te,  it  is  almost 
the  only  subject  of  conversation  with  both  Pro- 
testants and  Catholics,  and  it  is  anticipated  with 
great  interest  by  persons  of  every  religious  persua- 
sion. 

As  I  have  been  witness  once  to  this  great  eighty 
I  shall  be  able  to  gratify  you  by  some  account  of  it. 
The  day  on  which  I  saw  it,  was  the  second  Sun- 
day in  June,  in  the  year  1820.  Walking  out 
early  in  the  morning,  I  was  much  surprised  to  find 
the  whole  city,  which  on  the  prec'eding  evening 
did  not  exhibit  a  single  tree,  literally  transformed 
into  a  beautiful  forest.  The  streets  were  every 
where  lined  with  newly-created  trees,  planted 
with  so  much  regularity  and  skill,  and  retaining 
their  verdure  with  so  much  appearance  of  fresh- 
ness, that  one  might  almost  have  supposed  them 
to  be  flourishing  in  their  native  soil.  About  one 
o'clock,  the  city  was  crowded  .with  anxious  spec- 
tators, many  of  whom  had  come  from  a  great 
distance  to  witness  the  ceremonies  of  the  day.  At 
two  o^dock,  the  procession  took  its  departure 
St.  Mary's  Ghurch>  and  passed  through  the  Piice 
^ Amies  into  Upper  Notre^Dame  Street,- thence 
through  all  the  principal  streets  of  the  city  >  Bundl- 
ing in  slow  and  solemn  grandeur,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing order : 
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Four  Soldiers  and  a  Constable. 

The  Banner. 

Females  of  the  Charity-Schools. 

Females  of  the  Congregation. 

Ladies  of  the  Holy  Family. 

Grey  Nuns. 

Nuns  of  the  Congregation. 

Scholars  of  the  Grand  Seminary. 

Scholars  of  the  Lesser  Seminary. 

Men  of  the  Congregation. 

Musicians. 

Cross  of  the  Procession. 

Children  of  the  Choir. 

Laymen  in  Copes. 
Laymen  in  Dalmatics. 
Ecclesiastic^  in  similar  Ornaments. 
Priests  in  Chasubles. 
Between  the  Ecclesiastics  and  Priests^  immense  Bou- 
quets of  Flowers,  supported  by  Attendants. 
Taper  or  Torch-Bearers. 
Those  having  Flowers  or  Censers. 
La  Dais   of  the   Most  Holy  Sacrament,  carried 
by  four  Church- wardens. 

Musicians. 

Councillors  and  Judges. 

Magistrates. 

Lawyers. 

Medical  Gentlemen. 

Church- Wardens. 

Notaries. 

Gentlemen  of  Distinction. 

Ladies  of  Distinction. 

On  each  side.  Officers  of  Militia  in  Uniform,  and 

Soldiers  with  fixed  Bayonets. 
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It  is  impoftiUle  to  make  yoa  olearly  understand 
the  mixture  of  sensations  which  this  singular  spec- 
tacle awakened  in  my  mind.  While  a  degree  of 
awe  was  produced  by  the  solemnity  with  which 
it  was  conducted,  I  could  scarcely  refrain  from 
indulging  a  smile  at  the  variety  of  characters  of 
which  it  was  composed. 

I  took  my  station  in  a  window  in  how^r  Notre 
Dame  Street,  from  which  I  had  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  the  whole  line  of  procession. 
A  fanciful  thought  was  suggested  to  my  mind  as 
the  close  of  the  column  vanished  from  my  sight, 
that  surely  the   day  was   coming  and  now  was^ 
^^  when  the  lion  should  lie  down  with  the  kid,  and 
the  young  lion  and  the  fatling  together.'^     There 
was  only  one  part  of  the  prophecy  which  remained 
unfulfilled:     They  were  walking  instead  q{  lying 
down  i  but  the  other  part  is  sufficiently  explained 
by  the  oofigregation  of  so  maay  different  charac- 
ters,— ^the  soldier  and  the  priest,*-*the  man  of  war 
and  the  messenger  of  peace ; — blooming  and  play- 
ful girls,  gloomy  and  devoted  vestals,  both  equal 
in  age   but  arrayed  in  different  garbs,  the  one  the 
very  picture  of  health,  the  other  exhibiting  the 
dawn  of  age  and  decrepitude.     Lawyers  and  phy- 
sicians, between   magistrates  and  churchwardens,, 
seemed  like  feoA^e  and  indh  betwixt  yt£8/fC6  and  mercy; 
or,  if  you  like  it  better^  the  vicinity  of  the  church- 
warden and  the  physician^  and  that  of  the  magis- 
trate and  lawyer,  reminded  one  of  the  fiilfilniMii  of 
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these  word^y  ^^  AUrog  md  truth  are  mH  tog^th^r  $ 
rightfiousmsn  and  pwce  have  kias^d  eadbi  other.'^     ) 

Th^  French  Canadians  are  always  married  al^ 
th^ir  Parish  Churches^  I  believe  between  the  htfUrsi 
of  eight  and  twelve  in  the  forenoon.  In  Montreal^ 
9nd  I  suppose  in  every  part  of  the  Province,  the 
bride  and  the  bridegroom  ore  very  numerooslyi 
attended  by  their  friends ;  and  a^  the  humblest  in- 
dividual in  the  country  is  the  owner  of  a  sleigh  or 
a  calash,  you  not  unfrequently  observe  more  thaa 
fifty  of  th^sQ  vehicles  in  attendance  on  auoh  occarr 
9ions«  A  regular  order  is  preserved,  and  the  iu*q*^! 
cession  is  beaded  by  the  bride  and  the  father  of  thev 
Widegroom.  They  are  followed  by  the  neareat 
relatives  of  the  latter,  who  are  again  followed  by 
the  friends  of  the  bride*  The  bridegroom  and  hia 
father-in«Iaw  bring  up  the  rear.  In  this  way  they 
proceed  to  church,  and,  after  the  nuptial  solemni-^ 
ties  are  performed,  drive  through  the  principal 
streets  of  the  city  till  their  horses  are  worn  out ; 
when  the  whole  party  return  to  the  house  of  tha 
bride's  father  to  partake  of  a  banquet,  that,  on  all 
ceremonies  of  this  kind>  is  preipared  with  that  pe<« 
culiar  skill  in  cookery  for  which  the  French  are  sa 
famous.  The  evening  is  always  spent  with  great 
hilarity;  dancing,  singing  and  card-playing  ara 
mostly  Gontinued  till  the  anticipated  duties  of  ano-. 
iher  day  admonish  them  to  separate. 

The  French  Canadians  seem  to  be.  the  happiesir 
people  on  earth,  and  are^  almost  to  a  man,  in  that 
enviable  state  of  mediocrity  which  Agur  appeared 
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to  consider  the  most  favourable  to  the  preservation 
of  a  virtuous  mind>  wheu  he  prayed  for  *^  neither 
poverty  nor  riches."  Without  any  great  bodily  or 
mental  exertion^  they  easily  procure  the  necessaries 
and  comforts  of  life,  and,  being  entirely  conteiited 
with  these^  they  make  no  greater  exertion  than  is 
necessary  to  obtain  them. 

I  have  frequently  observed  a  striking  resem- 
blance in  manners  as  well  as  in  religion^  between 
the  Irish  Peasantry,  and  the  Lower  Canadians  of 
whom  I  am  now  speaking ;  but  when  I  have  ob- 
served thisy  and  have  not  beeen  able  to  Jpursufi  the 
comparison  without  introducing  a  melandioly  con- 
trast^  how  has  my  bosom  swelled  with  grief  for  the 
misfortunes  of  my  oppressed  countrymen  1  Their 
hearts  are  equally  light,  and  equally  susceptible  of 
the  tenderest  impressions.  They  are  equally  ardent 
in  their  affections^  equally  hospitable,  and  perhapi 
even  more  social.  But^  in  almost  every  other  ra^ 
8pect,they  are  widely  different.  While  thc^i«ha** 
bitant  of  Lower  Canada  fully  appreciatea  all  the 
blessings  of  a  constitution  which  faithfully  guards 
his  civile  religious  and  political  rights ;  while  he 
lives  a  stranger  to  want  and  care,  misery  and 
wretchedness,  disaffection^  discontent  and  blood- 
shed ;  the  Irishman  drags  out  a  wretched  existence, 
under  what  he  erroneously  conceives  to  be  a  Go- 
vernment whose,  grand  object  is  to  keep  him^in 
poverty  and  slavery^  at  once  the  pity  and  theseom 
of  the  world.  While  the  one  of  these  Catholies 
reverences   the  constitution   and   the  laws  under 
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which  he  lives  a  life  of  peace  and  plenty^  the  bth^r 
se^ms  to  exist  only  for  the  subversion  of  all  ord^i:' 
and  authority. 

I  have  often  heard  it  argued,  that  CathoUcs  can* 
not  feel  well^aifected  to  a  Protestant  Gbt^erninent; 
but  surely  there  is  here  a  full  refutation  of  thiil 
absurd  opinion.  I  question  much,  if,  out  of  Ettg« 
land's  12,000,000  of  Protestant  inhabitanfa,  there 
could  be  selected  400,000  individuals  better  affected 
towards  the  English  Government  and  Constitution 
than  the  Catholics  of  Lower  Canada.  In  all  the 
intercourse  which  I  have  had  with  the  Frendh  Ca- 
nadians, I  have  never  heard  a  single  voice  raised 
against  the  English  GoveHiment.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  seem,  not  merely  to  appreciate  duly 
the  religious  and  political  freedom  which  they 
enjoy,  but  also  to  seek  for  opportunities  of  extollhi^ 
the  justice  and  the  liberality  of  their  King  and 
Constitution.  On  the  other  hand,  while  in  Eng- 
land for  a  period  of  nearly  six  months,  during 
which  time  I  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  on 
various  subjects,  and  particulcirly  on  that  of  politics^ 
with  upwards  of  500  Protestants  from  various  part^ 
of  the  kingdom,  I  think  I  found  at  least  one-tenth 
of  them  hot-headed  radicals,  and  averse  to  the 
existing  authorities  of  the  country. 

I  am  aware  that  there  are  feelings  existing  in 

the  mind  of  an  Irish  Catholic,  which  do  not  exist 

in  that  of  a  Canadian ;  and  am  prepared  to  admits 

that  these  feelings  of  irritation  cannot  be  expected 

•     Vol  II.  U 
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to  subside  without  the  application  of  some  powerful 
lenitive.  But  I  am  also  of  opihion,  that  if  the  same 
line  of  policy  which  has  been  so  successfully  pursued 
towards  the  Canadians,  were  adopted  in  the  case  of 
the  Irish  Catholics,  and  employment  were  procured 
for  them,  nothing  farther  would  be  required  for  the 
restoration  of  tranquillity  than  for  Counsellor  O^Con- 
nel,' with  half-a-dozen  of  his  noisy  compeers,  to  be 
sent  on  the  Northern  Expedition,  to  equalise  in 
some  degree  the  fervour  or  caloric  of  their  sys« 
terns.  This  is  a  subject,  upon  which,  having 
thought  deeply,  I  could  say  much  ;  and  about 
which  I  feel  all  the  interest  that  should  actuate  the 
mind  of  a  true  lover  of  his' country :  But  so  much 
is  every  day  sa-id  and  written  on  it  by  abler  men, 
and  to  little  purpose,  that  I  refrain  from  the  fur- 
ther disoussion  of  the  question. 

There  are  several  customs  still  prevalent  amotig 
the  inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada,  which,  I  believe, 
originated  with  the  French.  New-year's  daf  is 
one  of  their  most  regularly  observed  holidays,^and 
is  wholly  devoted  to  feasting  and  salutations/  On 
th»  day,  every  cottager,  both  in  town  and  coun- 
try, can  boast  of  a  table  well-laden  with  fine  wines, 
rioh  sweetmeats,  and  cakes  of  every  description.' 
It  is  the  office  of  the  gentlemen,  to  go  from  one 
house  to  another,  for  the  purpose  of  reciprocatmg 
the  compliments  of  the  season,  and  partaking 
of  the  good  cheer  which  is  uniVersallj^  prepared. 
On  eifttering  the  apairtment  in  which  4>oth  tiSes^ 
ceremonies  are  performed,  they  lay  aside 'all 'Sife- 
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dence,.  and  flu»Iute  every  female  of  tha  howe  with, 
a  chaste  kisa.     The  Frenoh   ladies  present  their 
cheeks  to  the  gentlemen;  hut  those  who  are  of 
British  origin ,  still  adhering  to  the  custom  of  their 
country,  are  sahited  on    the  Kpe.      The  festival 
continues  three  or  four  days ;  but  whether  its  pro- . 
longation  is  owing  to.  an  overweening  attachment 
on  the  part   of  the    ladies  to  kissing,  or  to  an 
equally  ardent  passion   for  wine  on  that  of  the 
gentlemen,  I  am  not  able  to  determine*    So  far, 
however,  as  regards  the  gentlemen,  a  different 
of  tastes  may  possibly  prevail ;  and  while  some  of, 
theon  are  fond  of  roses  and  two^-lips,  others  may 
furefer  the  juice  of  the  grape  or  the  spirit  of  the 
cane. 

Another  custom,  which  is  called  charivariy  is 
frequently  a  source  of  great  annoyance  to  aoq^^ . 
and  of  amusement  to  others,  of  the  Lower  Caria- 
dians.  When  a  young  man  marries  a  widow, 
or  a  young  woman  a  widower,  the  surrotrnding. 
inhabitants  collect  together,  and,  providing  them«^ 
selv.ea  with  rams'  horns,  old  kettles,  tin  trumpets, 
and  a  variety  of  other  equally  obstreperous  instru- 
ments of  war  and  music,  proceed  to  the  house  of 
the  newly-married  couple,  and  demand  the;  usual 
fine  extorted  on  such  occasions*  The  mmoiuit  of 
this  sum  is  always  regulated  by  the  weaitii  or 
poverty  of  the  parties  on  whom  it  is  levied;  and 
if.  it  be  not  immediately  paid,  their  dwelling  is 
closely  blockaded^  and.  a  perpetual  fire  of  sqtndai 
is.]i,epf  up  for  several  hour?,,  under  coyer^i>£an 
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ancient  usage.  The  unmusical  band  is  all  the  whihf 
playing  the  CuekolcPs  March,  and  other  offensLve 
and  appropriate  airs;  If  the  sum  demanded  is  not 
produced  on  the  first  application,  the  same  pro- 
ceedings are  renewed  on  the  second  and  every  sub- 
sequent night ;  until  the  besieged  parties^  tired  of 
the  din  of  war/  capitulate  or  surrender. 

The  sum  demanded  on  these  occasions  sometimes 
amounts  to  JClOO;  and  though  the  Magistrates 
frequently  endeavour  to  put  a  stop  to  these  lawless 
assemblies,  their  exertions  seldom  produce  :aay 
good  effect.  The  first  charactei*sr  of  the  country  are 
often  the  instigators  of  the  mob ;  and  opposition 
from  any  quarter  only  adds  to  their  strength  and 
resolution,  as  well  as  to  their  numbers*  The  fines, 
when  obtained,  are  appropriated  to  the  benefit  of 
charitable  institutions  in  the  city.  Such  a  Bta;t^.of 
things  shews  the  inefficiency  of  the  police ;  bat  ihia 
is  a  general  complaint  throughout  America,  and  is 
felt  less  severdy  in  the.Canadas  than  in  other,  parts 
of  the  New  World.  It  may  be  imputedj  .pax^y, 
to  the  difierent  degrees  of  civilisKafcion  obsariiahle 
between  all  colonists  and  the  more  refined  in)iabit- 
ants  of  the  Parent  State  ;  and,  partly,  to  thai  feel- 
ing of  liberty  and  independence  which,  as  J  jiave 
frequently  intimated,  pervades  nearly  the  wjbole 
o^f  the  white  population  of  this  exlensiyei^oBii* 
nent. 

While  I  wiis  in  Montreal  in  tJie^  winter i. of  18^1, 
a  widow  lady  of  considerable  fortune  was.  inarrml 
to  a  young  gentleman  of  the  Commissariat  Depart- 
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ttient ;  and,  a  night  or  two  after  the  celebration  .o£ 
their  naptials,  £100  were  .demanded^  in  the  way 
I  have  described,  from  the  bridegroom,  for.  the  sup-- 
port  of  **  the  Female  Benevolent  Society,"  of 
which  his  lady  was  herself  the  patroness.  The  fol-. 
lowing  is  an  account  of  the  proceedings  which 
took  place  on  the  occasion : 

'*  The  evening  of  the  nuptials,  and  the  suoceediBg 
one,  were  decorously  suffered  to  pass  tranquilly; 
but  that  of  the  third  day  brought  before  the  manr 
sion  of  the  happy  couple  a; large  body  of  friends 
and  acquaintances,  assembled  for  the  purpose^  of 
cohgratulation,  merriment,  and  requiring  the  usual 
donation  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  To  surr^oder 
on  the  first  summons,  is  neither  customary,  nor 
would  be  magnanimous:  The  party,  therefoi^, 
invested  the  house  in  form,  and,  after  a  few  hoMdrs' 
blockade,  retired. — ^On  the  succeeding  ; evening, 
o|>erations  were  resumed,  and  the  besiegers^  ooa-^ 
siderably  re-inforced,  rendezvoused  at  the  Old 
Market.  Amongst  them  were  about  40ma9qae- 
raders,  equipped  as  Turks,  Persians,  &c.  exhibiting 
the  usual  proportion  of  nose  and  groteuqueness  of 
profile,  but  lamentably  deficient  in  those  demons 
and  -Calibans  whose  longitude  of  tail  and  other 
comely  decorations  used  formerly  to  have  so  fa^^ppy 
an  effect.  After  some  time  spent  in  arrangement, 
those  personages,  at  the  head  of  a  dense  column 
of  about  600,  commenced  their  racurch  to  the  mar- 
tial harmony  of  cow^horns  and  trumpets;  *made 
ike  tour  of  a  part  of  the  city,  and  returned  into 

u3 
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St.  Paul-street.  So  far  matters  had  gone  on 
peaceably;  but  when  they  arrived  opposite  Mr. 
Wragg^s  hard-ware  store^  they  were  accosted  by 
the  deputy  chief-constable,  at  the  head  of  his  myr- 
midons, who  commanded  them  to  retire — an  order 
to  which  they  only  replied  by  an  emphatic  voci- 
feration of  the  word  ^  stick  !'  Dismayed  by  ths 
ominous  monosyllable,  the  posse  opened  to  the 
right  and  left,  and  the  column  passed  sternly 
through.  Thence  it  pursued  its  former  route,  and 
was  moving  down  St.  Francois  !Xavier-street, 
when  lo !  at  the  corner  of  the  Canada  Bank  ap- 
peared the  watch.  Here  the  same  command  met 
with  the  same  reply;  but  the  guardians  of  the 
tiight,  unable  to  brook  the  defiance,  rushed  in 
amongst  the  throng  and  were  seizing  several  per- 
sons, when  a  most  tremendous  scuffle  began  ;  stick 
clashed  with  stick ;  wooden  sabre  encountered 
watchman^s  baton,  in  irreverent  disregard  of 
the  G.  R.  marked  on  it ;  and  knock-down  blows 
w^re  distributed  with  a  liberality  and  skill  truly 
Hibernian,  while  the  narrow  street  echoed  with 
the  shouts  of  the  combatants.  Superior  numbers, 
however,  decided  the  contest ;  and  the  watch,  after 
a  courageous  resistance  of  a  few  minutes,  fled  in 
disorder,  some  prudently  to  their  homes,  and  the 
rest  with  more  spirit  to  the  watch-house.  The 
victors  pursued  the  latter  to  the  gates  of  their  for- 
tress; and,  learning  that  some  of  their  comrades 
had  been  picked  up  by  a  party  of  constables  who 
had  hung  on  their  flanks  and  rear,  sent  forward  a 
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flag  of  trac^  to  demand  their  liberation ;  but  the 
valiant  gaiTison,  hastily  fortifying  themselves^ 
returned  Oi  refusal  and  prepared  for  desperate 
defence*  At  this  moment,  that  obnoxious  per- 
sonage the  chief  constable,  who  had  entered  by  a 
postern  to  encourage  his  troops^  unfortunately 
popping  out  his  head  to  reconnoitre,  was  recog- 
nized :  The  besiegers  uttered  a  dreadful  yell  of 
hostility;  and  the  forlorn  hope,  bearing  a  piece 
of  timber  by  way  of  battering*ram,  assailed  the 
gate,  under  cover  of  a  shower  of  snow-balls,  pieces 
of  wood,  and  such  other  missiles  as  the  spot 
afforded.  Under  the  energy  of  the  attack,  the 
door  was  soon  reduced  to  splinters ;  the  defenders 
were  chased  into  the  yard  in  the  rear^  and  luckily 
escaped  from  their  pursuers,  by  jumping  over  a 
fence  with  an  extraordinary  agility,  communicated 
by  the  urgency  of  the  occasion.  The  prisoners 
were  triumphantly  released,  and  the  charivariera, 
after  a  few  tours,  dispersed. — The  fourth  day  a  spe- 
cial session  ^f  the  Magistrates  was  held,  and  a  pro- 
clamation issued,  prohibiting  a  recurrence  of  the 
charivari,  and  inviting  all  well-disposed  persons  to 
unite  with  the  municipality  in  its  suppression,  if 
attempted*  This,  nevertheless,  did  not  prevent  an 
assemblage  much  more  numerous  than  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening;  the  party  remained  unmolested; 
but  something  serious  might  possibly  have  oc- 
curred, had  not  the  bridegroom  flung  open  a  win- 
dow and  capitulated*  —  On  the  fifth  day,  £50 
was    in    consequence '  presented   to    the    Female 
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Benevcient  - Soc»eiy ^  thusn^dingf  anotiber  tto  .thoae 
^u?t«  of  beneficence  a&d  charity  which  the  bride -is 
in  tb«»  daily  habit  of  performing.  The  el^irivetri 
principally  consisted  of  mercantile  and  profeanonal 
men ;  though  afterwards  augmented  by  other  per- 
sons, attracted  by  the  novelty  of  thie  spectacle. and 
Ikdesi^re  of  amusement.  Several  individuals  were 
afterwards  apprehended/' 

I  bare  several  times  derived  considerable  pleadpre 
ff om  taking  a  walk  through  the  villages  of  Lower 
Canada, . 

When  toii,  remitting,  lends  its  turn  to  pky^ 
And  all  the  village  train  from  labour  free^ 
^  '    '      Lead  up  their  sports  beneath  the  spreading  tree* 

»-.  ^ .    '  I* 

LiNoiK)oner  are  the  duties  of  the  day  performed^ 
IImo  the  youth  of  both  sexes  assemble  tc^etber  in 
l4rgc  parties ;  ,some  to  dance,  and  others  to  mag; 
some  to  make  love,  and  others  to  make  merriment ; 
all  arriving  by  these  various  means  at  the  noM 
wd^^to  banish  care,  and  leave  no  room  for  mebn- 
choly  to  insert  her  corroding  teeth* 

;2tf  uch  bas  been  said  respecting  the  effects  of  edn*- 
oation,  as  well  on  society  in  general  as  on*  indivi^ 
4Hala  in  particular.  Persons  of  equal  jnd^ment 
atid.  penetration  have  argued  the  question  at  £iiU 
length,  and  seem  to  have  viewed  it  in  every  light 
in  whi^h  it  is  capable  of  appearing ;  and,  what  is 
mpre  strange^  some  of  them  have  arrived  at  very 
drfferent  concLu sions.  One  party  has '  adduced  4be 
«)X«9ipU  ;of   eivilixed   nations  -  tp   ilhiatrate.  airi 
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Mt'etigttLem'its  arguibtaita^' by  fxmitih^  oat  the 
tnetitol  aliment  ^  t«4iieh  m  :fiitittished  by  ^  books*  and 
other  instroments  of  mformation;  and  by  titunng 
the  various  processes  of  operation  npto  their  several 
results,  in  the  gradual  redaction  of  tyranny  in 
kingdoms,  in  the  establishment  of  written  laws  for 
the  well-ordering  of  society,  imd  in  the  increase  ^of 
domestic  and  national  happiness.  .  .     ^ 

The  other  party  has,  on  the  contrary,  tak)^  its 
stand  in  the  midst  of  barbarous  find  savage  nations^ 
whose  minds  are  as  dark  as  the  colour  of  theit*  skin> 
and  has  affected  to  discover  so  much  more  primeval 
innocencey  virtue,  and  happiness  among  ihem,  than 
exists  among  those  who  have  been  corrupted  by 
education,  that,  if  their  premises  be  correct^  nothing 
A2ATL  be  plainer  than  the  conclusion,  that  crime  a)nd 
misery,  if  they  did  not  origmate  in  tile  odAiitt«H' 
nication  of  refined  instruction  and  mental  '^oat 
tore,  have,  at  least,  clerived  nuirifnent  ^(yfh^ikm 
sottrce.  ''' 

•  Both  sides  of  the  question  have  been  argued  witb 
great  plausibility ;  and  the  last  proposition  has  ndt 
beto  urged  with  less  ingenuity  them  its  rival'.  The 
obviousness  of  truth  requires  nothing  but  a  t^leat 
and  impartial  statement,  to  recommend  itself  to  Che 
minds  of  men :  But  whatever  is  tinctured  with 
error  or  prejudice,  needs  all  the  aid  which  sophiil^y 
can: furnish,'  before  it  can  be  rendered  feasible. 
But,  after  all,  it- cannot  prevail  over  truth,  and 
Isdwever  great  and  nan^rous  the  obstructions  to 
•|ha  light  and  influence  of  the  latter  may  be^  they 
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must  ovetttually  be  dispersed  t  Till  then  I  disU 
say  regarding  the  general  dispute,  ^^  Who  d»ll 
decide  when  Doctoes  disagree  ?" 
.  To  those,  however,  who  are  disposed  to  aigne, 
that,  in  a  certain  state  of  society,  no  particular  ber 
tiefit  can  be  derived  by  education,  the  case  of  the 
Lower  Canadians  wovild,  I  ani:  inclined  to  thinks 
furnish  a  much  more  successful  argument  tfaim  thai 
4>f  the  aborigines  of  Africa,  They  are  as  contented, 
M  social,  as  polite,  as  virtuous,  atid  as  religious  as 
the  popttlaoe  of  the  most  enlightened  nations ;  and 
yet,  unless  the  advanced  state  of  civilization  in 
.which  they  live  include  something  of  the  kind,  they 
ere  for  the  most  part  without  any  education,  fUM) 
few  of  them  can  either  read  or  write«  They  Imve 
not  only  a  respect  but  a  veneration  for  religioB, 
-and  for  every  thing  connected  with  it.  What 
their  pastors  require  them,  to  perform, — no  matter 
how  painful  it  may  be  to  flesh  and  blood, — th^  do 
it  with  a  fervour  and  devotedness  which  ought 
well  put  more  enlightened  Christians  to  the  hloslu 
The  necessity  of  education  might  however  be 
denied,  with  much  greater  show  of  rea3oir,  than  its 
beDefi^al  tendency.  If  a  man  is  ao  confined  in  his 
sphere  that  he  cannot  obtain  a  livelihood  except  l^ 
means  in  which  the  instrumentality  of  edu^^tion 
will  be  required,  to  him,  of  course,  education  is  a 
.  Butter  of  necessity.  Or  if  a  man  is  so  far  removed 
frpm  the  puUic  worship  of  God,  a^  not  to  receive  the 
religious  instructions  of  a  regular  minister,  a  know- 
ledge of  reading  is  necessary  to  him,  that  he  may 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


U>WKSL  GANAIMl.  Jj/f^ 

b  e  able  to  stipply  the  want  of  oral  mtotmeAi&nhy 
pefusmg  the  word  of  God  in  his  own  dwelling* 
Few  men,  I  think  will  attempt  to  prove^  that  eda^ 
cation  k  neoeasary  to  the  acquisition  of  wealth ; 
for  we  find  many  unlettered  men,  in  almost  erery 
civilized  country,  who  are  much  more  successful 
in  business  than  others  of  good  education  and  in  the 
same  line  of  commerce. 

If  education  were  exclusively  necessary  to  human 
happiness,  the  people  of  Lower  Canada,  whom  I 
have  briefly  described,  would  not  uniformly  wear 
such  joyful  countenances ;  and  these  are  the  only 
marks, — however  deceitfal  they  may  possibly  be^ 
• — ^by  which  we  can  judge  of  internal  feelings.  If 
it  were  necessary  to  religion,  the  most  learned 
would  exhibit  the  greatest  portion  of  piety ;  b\ttC 
what  is  more  contrary  to  fact?  Now,  as  in  the 
Apostolic  age,  *^  not  many  wise  men  after  1^ 
flesh,  not  many  mighty^  not  many  noble,  are 
ccJled.'*  I  am  aware,  that  the  Scotch  peasantry 
are  the  best-informed ;  and,  if  not  the  most  reli- 
gious, are  certainly  the  most  moral  people  of  their 
class.  This  says  much  for  education ;  biit  let  us 
examine  the  particular  nature  of  the  education  they 
receive.  They  are  not  only  instructed  in  what  is 
termed  '^  useful  knowledge,"  but  their  minds  are 
early  familiarized  with  the  grand  truths  of  the 
Gospel ;  and  these  are  the  principles  which,  exert<* 
ing  their  hallowing  influence  over  the  inhabitanta 
of  Scotland,  issue  in  the  good  effects  which  are 
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)i0held  ia.  the  'manners  and  deportment  of  tbe 
people  cS  that  oouatry.  The  peasantry  of  the 
United  States  are  as.well  versed  in  comrmon  lesm- 
ing  as  the  peasantry  of  Scotland;  but  they  are 
neither  a  religious  nor  a  moral  people. 

Leaving  others  to  decide  the  question,  all  that 
I  can  say  is,  I  have  found,  among  the  uneduc^^ 
inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada,  more  real  happiness^ 
more  true  politeness,  greater  reverence  for  reli- 
gion, and  a  stronger  national  attachment  to  each 
other,  than  I  have  found  among  the  inhabitants 
of  any  other  country  in  which  I  have  sojourned. 
They  all  live  by  agriculture, — a  life  which  is  most 
favourable  to  virtue,  and  most  conducive  to  health;* 
and  I  have  often  thought,  that  he  who  is  desirous 
of  seeing  rural  life  and  rural  felicity  in  their  per- 
fection, .would  do  well  to  become  the  inmate  of  a 
French  Canadian's  dwelling. 

Cheerful  at  mom  he  wakes  from  short  repose. 
Breathes  the  keen  air^  and  carols  as  he  goes ; 
With  patient  angle  trolls  the  finny  deep* 
Olr  drives  his  venturous  ploughshare  to  the  steep. 
At  night  returning,  every  labour  sped, , 
He  sits  him  down,  the  monarch  of  a  shed; 
Smiles  by  his  cheerful  fire,  and  round  surveys 
His  children's  looks  that  brighten  at  the  blaze. 

If  I  could  banish  from  my  heart  the  attachment 
that  I  feel  for  my  native  country,  and  forget  the 
fi*iends  who,  though  separated  from  me  by  the 
wide  Atlantic,  continually  live  in  my  affections, 
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I  should  erMi  for  myself  a  little  oottage  among 
the  unaajMring  dwellings  of  Lower  Canada ;  and, 
in  that  sweet  haven^  esoafHug  from  many  of  the 
storms  of  life,  would  I  pass  the  rest  of  my  sojourn* 
ing  here,  cheered  by  the  social  converse  of  that 
social  people,  and  exhilarated  by  the  daily  con- 
templation, of  their  happy  faces,  healthful  pursuits, 
and  innocent  pleasures. 
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THE  UNITED  STATES- 


XiAVING  some  business  to  transact  in  this  country, 
I  left  the  Talbot  Settlement  for  New  York  on  the  16th 
of  August  last.  On  the  18th,  I  crossed  the  river 
Niagara,  and  found  myself,  for  the  first  time,  in 
the  territory  of  the  United  States.  I  intended  to 
take  a  seat  in  the  stage  from  Lewiston  to  Roches- 
ter ;  but  I  found,  on  arriving  at  Lewiston,  that 
an  hour  had  elapsed  since  the  departure  pf  the 
coach. 

Being  unwilling  to  remain  in  Lewiston  till  the 
next  morning,  I  hired  a  waggon,  and  arrived  on 
the  same  evening  at  Oak  Orchard,  a  village  46 
miles  from  Lewiston.  Here  I  waited  (ill  the  fol 
lowing  day  for  the  coach ;  but,  on  its  arrival,  t 
found  it  impossible  to  procure  a  seat.  Again  dis- 
appointed, I  asked  the  keeper  of  the  tavern  where 
I  lodged,  if  he  could  let  me  have  a  horse  to  ride 
as  far  as  the  New  CanaU  about  six  milesfrom  Oak 
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Oi^hard.  Afteir  waiting^  an  hour,  I  vhd  tatniAei 
with  a  horse,  bridle,  and  saddle,  but  no  gtrth. 
Notwithstanding  this  deficiency,  I  mounted ;  for 
in  America  it  is  quite  unfashionable  to  be  exceed- 
hlgfy  particular.  I  soon  arrived  at  a  part  of  the 
cMHil,  where  some  workmen  were  engaged  in  the 
construction  of  an  aqueduct.  In  the  courae  of 
wby  conversation  with  some  of  the  men,  I  leahit, 
thast  each  of  them  received  13  dollars — £9  18».  6d. 
-*^  month,  beside  board  and  lodging.  Although 
this  great  national  undertaking  was  commenced 
only 5  years  ago,  the  canal  is  already  navigable  for 
a  'difiAance  of  800  miles.  It  is  intended  to  cotmect 
Lake  Erie  with  the  River  Hudson ;  and  tlie  total 
expence  of  completing  the  cut,  which  will  be  SBft 
Biiiles  long,  is  estimated  at  8,000,000  dollars,  'or 
iei>800,000. 

'The  inhabitants  of  New  York  are  indebted. te 
©0  Witt  Clinton,  their  late  Governor,  for  all' the 
benefits  which  will  accrue  to  them  from  the  fiMiK- 
ti^  afforded  by  this  canal.  For  if  it  had  not  been 
fbr  the  perseverance  and  infiuence  of  that  d&rtiiH 
gtllshed  statesman,  the  present  race  of  men  Irtid 
not  even  seen  the  project  commenced.  No  natkinsl 
undertaking  of  such  obvious  utility  as  this,  e^ 
met  with  greater  opposition.  Every  argument 
which  the  ingenuity  or  absurdity  of  the  State- 
legislature  could  supply,  was  called  forth  in  the 
dieeuision  of  the  Bill.  One  of  the  members  oppeeed 
it,  on  the  principle  that  U  would  be  impassibU  to 
^fkla  diffident  supply  of  wtjcter  for'  a  co^md  of 
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9^t^  k»ge  dimimsiiim/.  But  this -rMiQulowiiirgii- 
nifnt  waa  s^t  aai4d  by  aaoth«r  gentlemani  whm 
provcrd  tk»  follacy.  of  b]3  houou^able  frWnclU  vgOr. 
iMnt  by  dedariQg  hk  conviction,  tbat,  ^^  if  ihera 
^^  Wf^re  not  a^tingle  spring  in  the  couvtry^  ;il|e  Unxfi 
^'  of. the  inhabitants  would  afford  an  adp<ip«»tQiWfih 
*^  ply  for  at  least  a  century  I"  ,, .  ...j  . 

After,  insp^ting  the  canal  for  nearly  twpbpuriw 
I  returned  to  OaJL  Ordiard,  without  haying,  axpeh 
rienjoed  any  aenou;»  inconvenietici^  from^  the.wwt 
#f  girths  to  my  saddle* 

Tbet  road  from.Lewiaton  to  Roohester  jrcQinV 
ipwJiy  called  ''the  Ridge  Road,"  or  '' the  AUu-r 
yi^liW^*''  The  Ridge  extends  along  the ^.qith 
aidf.  qX  Lake  Ontario,  from  the  river,  oi^Niagf^"!^. 
to  that  of  Gconesee,.  a  distance  of  nwrly  QO^miloi^) 
The  top  of  the  ridge,  on  which  the  road  rnoa,  ill 
in.spiQO  places  considerably  rais^  a:bove  the.fitb- 
ja^qt.  country  j  but.  for  about  forty  miles  froiir 
Lewiaton^  the  elevaticHi  is  ^o  trifliiig  as  J;9  b^t 
UPWflely. perceptible  for  the  greater  pwt  of  tbei 
d^taneei  In  this  country,  (England,)  such  a^ 
vQf^  wQuld  be  considered  as  quite  impassabUby 
<np(7  ffort  of  carriage  larger  than  a  whee]rbarr9Wi;; 
aA4  y^^  ^^^  stages,  which  leave  Lewiston  at  Wi  ^ 
a'iplQjQk  in  the  morning,  arrive  at  Rochester  by 
seven  in  the  evening, — ^thus  performing  a  disteniie 
of  .|96,i}iilesim  13  hours.  :        , 

•  Th»  .  A  werican  atagea  are  constractad  oa  a  prm- 
oiple,  very  different  from  those  of  Gr^efit  ^rUaiQ, 
They  ^e  licensed  to  c^ray  nin^  .inside  »ud.twQ.o«t^ 
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«de  paMdngers ;  both  of  the  latter  nt  on  the  box 
with  the  driver.  The  roof  is  supported  by  eight 
wooden  pillars ;  the  sides  and  ends  being  entirely 
open  for  the  free  adnaission  of  air.  When  the  durt 
m  disagreeable,  eartains  may  be  let  down  from  the 
roof.  A  vehicle  of  this  kind  weighs  about  84  ewt. ; 
and  is  hung  at  least  two  feet  higher  than  a  British 
icoaoh.  The  horses  whieh  are  used,  are  generally 
as  good  as  those  employed  in  the  same  service  in 
this  oouQJ^y^  and  the  wheel-horses  are  commonly 
as  far  from  the  body  of  the  carriage  as  our  leaden. 
The  usual  &re  is  four  dollars  and  a  half,  for  one 
hwulred  miles. 

I  remained  for  three  days  in  Oak  Orchard  with- 
out being  able  to  procure  a  place  in  the  ooaehyaad 
on  the  fourth  day,  I  hired  a  waggon  and  proceeded 
to  Rochester.  With  regard  to  cultivation^  the 
country  all  the  way  from  Lewiston  to  Rochester 
is  yet  in  its  infancy,  having  only  been  ten  yean  in 
a  state  of  settlement.  The  houses  on  the  road  ane 
built  exactly  in  the  same  style  as  those  of  UpfMr 
Canada,  and  the  fields  are  fenced  in  a  similar  maiuMp. 
j^ut  the  Iwd  is  light  and  sandy,  and  ffreatly  infeiior 
to  the  worse  parts  of  Upper  Canada ;  notwithatand- 
■ing  which,  even  in  its  wild  state,  it  is  sold  at  eight 
dollars  per  acre,  while  an  equai  quantity  of  the 
best  soils  in  Upper  Canada  may  be  purchased  inr 
one  eighth  of  that  sum :  Such  are  the  efieets  of 
spirited  exertions  for  t^e  internal*  improvement  ef 
a  country! 

When  I  left  Upper  Canada,  the  people  were  ell 
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in  ezcellmf  health;  I  Wat  therefore  gMa<Jy.  Mtxvu 
prked  to  find,  that  sieknesa  prevailed  in  aknodl 
every  house  between  Rochester  an<^  I^ewiaton: 
But  it  appears,  from  Miss  Wright's  patriotic 
"Views  of  Society  ^u^  Mi^nners  in  the  United 
States,"  that  this  is  frequently  the  ease ;  for  she 
informs  us,  that  ^^  it  is  curious  to  see  how  patient 
men  are  of  physical  sufflsrings  when  endured  vo^ 
luntorily,  and  when  they  have  it  not  in  their  power 
to  charge  them  upon  their  rulers.  On  the  South- 
ern shores  of  Lahe  Ontario,  heaven  knows,  we 
found  sufRcient  sickness  to  have  brokexi  down  the 
stoutest  spirits;  and  yet  there  we  never  heard >  a 
complaint.  On  its  N(H*thern  shores,  we  found  dis* 
eontent  every  where ;  perhaps  it  was  often  unjuM; ; 
but  it  is  in  human  nature  to  charge  our  ealamitlM 
upon  others,  whenever  a  pretext  is  aflbrded  tlii. 
^e  only  sure  way  to  keep  the  peaee^  therefore^,  'ie 
to  vemove  all  pretext.  This  being  done  in  the 
United  States,  a  man  shivers  in  the  ague,  swallows 
bi»  remedies,  recovers  or  dies,  without  havmj^ 
qoarreiled  with  any  one,  save  perhaps  with  h& 
apothecary.''  .  i 

It  is  rather  singular  and  wosthy  of  partieii}at» 
imnark,  that  in  the  course  of  a  rapid  tour  throa^h 
the  Canadas,  this  lady  could  discover  so  muoh  di4^ 
saltisfsotion  and  discontent  among  the  inhtibitAnt^, 
HDrhile  I>  who  hafve  been  for  so  long  a  time  a  residsHt 
fliKtong  them  could  never  perceive  the  least  senf^ 
blance  of  either.  I  really  should  not  like  to  evince 
any  ungallant  dispdsiticm)  but  thieire  certiiiniy  Imve 
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been  ih  all  ages,  and  still  are,  writers  as  well  id 
prose  as  in  poetry,  to  whom  the  stanza  of  Batna  is 
ertremely  applicable : 

Some  rhyme  a  neeboar's  name  to  lash ; 

Some  rhyme  (vain  thought  f)  for  needfii^  cash; 

Some  rhyme  to  court  the  coantra  clasb. 

And  raise  a  din  7 
For  me,  an  aim  I  never  fash, 

I  rhyme  for  fun. 

While  at  Oak  Orchard,  I  was  present  at  a  Mi- 
litia muster,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  enters 
taitiing  proofs  of  the  practical  effects  of  equality 
m  "property,  and  of  republican  principles,  on  the 
minds  of  a  military  body.  From  the  moment  when 
the  Colonel  of  the  regiment  requested-^for  there  is 
bo  commanding  in  this  land  of  liberty, — requested 
hhi  men  to  fall  in,  until  they  had  put  ihemadom 
through  the  manual  exercise,  a  continual  conversa- 
tion was  kept  up  between  the  oflScers  and  the  men, 
and  between  both  and  the  Colonel*  I  was  strongly 
reminded,  by  the  disorderly  conduct  of  these  iode* 
pendent  gentlemen,  of  certain  passages  in  my  early 
life.  The  careless  manner  in  which  the  orders,  or 
i^equests,  or  whatever  they  are  called,  of  the  com- 
manding officer  were  received,  and  the  inclination 
whidi  appeared  to  put  ridicule  upon  them,  were 
very  feiuch  like  what  I  have  seen,  when,*  in  die 
temporary  absence  of  the  schoolmaster,  some  for- 
ward and  f^m^lpvhig  youth  has  wantonly  assumed 
the  chair  of  authority,  .and---lifting  up  the  badge  (tf 
office,  reduced  by  custom  from  the  original  Jatca 
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to  a  single  sugarcane  deprived  (I  wot)  of  most  of 
its  sweetness, — has  called  ^^  silence"  as  nearly  in  the 
tone  of  the  pedagogue  as  he  was  able,  aiid  issue4 
sundry  other  commands :  llhprospect  of  obedience 
was  speedily  beclouded  by  a  multitude  of  books 
and  other  appurtenances,  as  well  as  by  many  ugly 
names  which  it  would  not  be  advisable  tt>  repeat. 
An  American  Colonel,  and  especially  the  one 
that  I  saw  in  Oak  Orchard,  is  exactly  ini  the  same 
situation  as  the  school-boy  whom  I  have  described^ 
and  is  treated  with  no  more  respect  by  his  soldiers 
than  he  by  his  school-fellows.  They  seldom,  oim* 
descended  to  yield  compliance  with  his  humble 
and  obsequious  directions,  before  they  had  first 
minutely  examined  into  their  correctness  and  ex^ 
pediency ;  and,  after  arguing  and  shouldering,  and 
shouldering  and  arguing  for  upwards  of  an  houi;, 
the  Colonel  apparently  acquiesced  in  the  expe* 
diency  of  his  retiring,  and  he  therefore  resigned 
the  command  to  a  Captain,  who  immediately  went 
into  an  adjacent  tavern,  and  presently  appeared  in 
front  of  his  battaHon,  with  a  li^ge  bottle  of  whiskf^ 
in  each  hand,  and  a  wine-glass  stuck  between  hin. 
knees.  Thus  accoutred,  he  addressed  a  most  ek>- 
quent  speech  to  his  men,  in  which  he  dwelt  with 
particular  emphasis  on  their  constitutional  privi-. 
leges,  their  heroic  achievements  during  the  late  war, 
and  their  happy  deliverance  from  the  yoke  of 
British  bondage.  Like  the  shoemaking  Captain^ 
represented  so  admirably  by  Mr.  Matthews  the 
Comedian,  ialkingy  it  would  seem,  bad  made  iim 
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iir^  f  ft>t*  he  ho  eddner  xHMieluded  his  ttothy  oratioii, 
iilan  li^  poured  out  a  goocflj  gham  of  John  Barley* 
feorn^  btid  drank  it  lo  the  iiealCh  of  his  brave 
eomrlni^s. 

Mt.  Matthews,  aiprapos: — Stilce  my  arriTal  in 
London)  I  have  be^n  repeatedly  asked,  if  the  repre* 
sbntations  which  this  gentleman  gives  of  the  Ame* 
rican  character  be  correct  and  faithfuL  I  enter- 
t^  th6  highest  opmioh  of  his  astotairiiing  powers 
of  imitation;  but  I  certainly  thinks  there  is  no 
fierson  among  those  incladed  in  his  ^  Trip  to 
Awerica/'  from  whom  an  accurate  judgment  coald 
be  formed  of  the  real  peculiarities  of  a  Columbian, 
tfitceptiag  the  Innkeeper  at  Elizabeth  Town,  Mr. 
Jonathan  W.  Doubikin,  and  Mr.  Raventop  the 
reputed  editor  of  an  American  Jest-book.  The 
Major,  who  says  nothing  but  Very  welir,  is  by  no 
m^Mns  a  person  exclusively  American :  Such  bahilai 
idf -spetoh,  with  many  others  equally  ricticulous  susd 
afSbeted^  iMtVe  been  seen,  bnt  very  lately,  to  exist 
eveta  among  persons  of  the  highest  rank,  hoklnig 
Itaditary  commissions  under  his  motit  gtadnus 
Mdjesty.  The  English  army^  sinde  the  peace,  is 
wdH  kmewn  m  having  been  the  prolific  source  of 
mliny  Isxtrttvagant  fopperies  and  follies  in  speedi 
a^d^drete,  manners  and  deportment^-^he  growth 
of  "Which  has  been  engendered,  like  that  of  weeds 
ih  a  garden,  by  the  idleness  and  ease  of  those  who 
^  ought  to  have  diligently  iSl^  the  soih  it  is 
^^refore,  I  consider,  quite  as  likely  for  an  E^Urii 
te  hn  American  Major  to  be  found,  wlmnaket 
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U8^  of  no  othei^/ phrase  in  conversation  than  Verif 
weU/f  however  he  may  vary  the  pronunciation^ 
intonation,  or  aeoentuation^  with  which  it  is  deli-^ 
vered.  This  circumstance  inclines  me  to  suppose, 
that  Mr.  Matthews  has  chosen  such  a  character^ 
to  act  rather  as  a  prop  to  the  spirit  and  humour 
of  the  piece,  by  the  occasional  apt  introduction 
of  his  interlocutory  remark,  than  for  the  purpose 
of  exhibiting  any  observable  trait  in  the  American: 
character. 

The  inn-keeper  at  Elisabeth-town  is  very  accu-i 
rately  delineated  by  Mr.  Matthews.  The  same 
carelessness  about  the  accommodation  of  travellers/ 
the  same  sturdy  independence,  and  the  same 
unconquerable  love  of  ease,  run  through  the  whole 
of  that  cla£»  of  Americans. 

Mr.  Jonathan  W.  Doubikin  is  in  every  respei^t 
a  perfect,  and  by  no  means  an  overcharged,  repre* 
sentation  of  the  generality  of  Americans  in  th4 
middle  ranks  of  life,  and  especially  of  the  Ken-* 
tucky  farmers.  The  dress  in  which  Matthews 
appears,  when  performing  this  character,  is  exactly 
that  which  is  worn  in  America  by  agriculturiste, 
as  well  in  form  and  fashion  as  in  material,  except 
that  a  lighter  stuff  is  used  during  the  summer 
season.  They  carry  a  gun  in  the  same  mannen  In 
their  conversation  they  make  use  of  the  same 
phrases;  and  hold  in  equal  contempt,  and  treat 
with  similar  cruelty,  the  poor  Africans  who  bare 
the  misfortune  to  become  their  slaves,  in  the  land 
of  reputed    liberty  and   independence.     Indeed 
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ure  a  sort  of  convenient  scape-goat  for.  wluiteTer 
enoraiitiM  iUn^ericans^  in.  th?iir  folly  or  their  rtge, 
may  think,  proper  to  commit  As  they  live  ma 
land  of  liberty,  they  think  they  faaVje  liberty  to  do 
as  they  cfaeose,  without  respecting  the  ccwimon 
rights  <  of  humanity,  or  any  other  rule  €$i  humn 
conduct.  And  they  also  argue,  that  becaitfe  they 
are.inAde.  independent  by  the  censiitutioD  of  their 
country »  no  one  has  any  business  to  prevent  them 
from  acting  just  as  they  please* 

The  omly  trait  in  the  character  of  Mr.  Rarentiip 
iufhioh  19  purely  American,  is  that  of  his  anbooaded 
Vfifiiiy^'  The  rest  of  his  peculiarities  belong  as  well 
iq  the  anoient  gentlemen  of  the  Old  as  to  tfaoae  of 
4^ 'iJSw^  World;  and  perhaps  some  of  them  had 
m^Y^  any  existence,  except  in  Mr.  Matthews!s 
IfAUuorotts  personification  of  this  part.  The  fioti- 
tieus  circumstance  of  Mr.  Raventop's  lurqjectad 
pUiilidEitien,  affords  an  admirable  opportwnifcy  lor 
the  display  of  that  strange  self-possessiott  and  ubk* 
form  arrogance,  which,  as  I  observed  inone  of  the 
preceding  letters,  Cprms  so  distinguishing,  a  featue 
of  the  American.  In  this  respect  Mr.  Raventop's 
cotrespowls  minutely  with  the  disposition  of  every 
Columbian  that  is  not,  by  education  or  other  adven« 
titious  circumstances,  raised  to  an  equal  footitig 
with  the  higher  orders  of  Eaigland,  who,  l^  tiwrel 
and  a  .constant  intercourse  with  books  and  meb  of 
various. nations,  are  so  completely  deprived  of  nsr 
lional  characteristics,  as   no  longer  to  form  any 
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Having  now  tiotioed  all  the  characters  wlti^tt 
bear  any  striking  resemblance  to  the  Amei^icanft;  K 
only  remains  that  I  j^ould  point  oat  a  few  cIrcUtn-'' 
stances  the  explanation  of  which  may  tend  to  pre- 
vent any  misconception  of  their  trans-Atlantic 
brethrenyon  the  partof  Ihose  who  from  time  to 
time  have  enjoyed  a  cottat&rcd  laugh  with  MK' 
Matthews  at  the  Lyceum.  There  is  one  of  the 
dramatis  persofUB  ihai  is  entirely  got  up^  and  is' thief 
fiurtliest  from  anything  American:  I  alhideUo 
the  smooth-spoken  gentleman^  Mr.  Pean1i]f^t^( 
who  endures  the  sarcastic  animadversions  on  'M¥ 
•country  and  his  countrymen,  with  so  much  exern^*^ 
plary  meekness  and  manly  fortitude*  The  evidei^ 
intention  of  Matthews  in  introducing  tbispers()tf 
has  been,  I  conceive;  to  intersperse  his  jokes  with  !^ 
flknt  of  serio-comic  conversation  pretended  tdbe^ 
held  at  various  times  between  himself  and  &f  hi 
PentUngton;  wherein  betakes  occasion  to  praise^ 
tile  Americans  for  their  liberality,  hospitality,  vte^' 
lour  and  wisdom^  while  Mr.  Pennington  is  madef 
to  quote  with  great  discrimination,  but  with6ut> 
acknowledgment^  the  patriotic  sentiments  of  the; 
afore-said  Anglo-American  lady,  Miss  WrighU  '  >  * 
Let  my  readers  peruse  the  following  extraietBt 
from  the  eloquent,  though  in  many  parts  mistaken'^ 
work  of  this  lady  on  America,  and  I  will  engag^k 
that  unless  that  gentleman  deviates  very  mat^ri-^ 
ally  from  his  accustomed  course,  they  will  hearth^ 
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same  observations  nearly  Terbatim^  the  next  time 
they  go  to  see  Matthews; 

I  ^^  It  is  to  be  regretted^  thdt  our  ooontry  is  vinted 
by  so  many  travellers  of  this  description,  and  so 
few  of  any  other  kind*  We  are  a  young  people, 
and  therefore  perhaps  despised ;  we  are  a  people 
fast  grooving  in  strength  and  prosperity,  and  there* 
fore  perhaps  envied.  We  have  doubtless  erron ; 
I  never  yet  saw  the  nation  that  had  them  not ;  but 
is  equally  certain  that  we  have  many  virtues.  An 
enemy  will  see  only  the  former ;  the  friend  who 
would  wisely  point  out  both,  ^nothing  eaftenuaHag 
nor  setting  down  aught  in  maUce^^  would  do  as  kindly 
by  us,  as  honourably  by  himself.  Will  no  sudi 
man  ever  come  from  your  country  ? 

'^  I  often  lament,  that  we  should  be  visited  only 
by  the  poor  or  the  busy,  the  prejudiced  or  the 
illiterate  of  the  English  nation.  Their  reports  are 
received  for  laek  of  better,  and  form  the  texts  from 
which  the  European  journalists  draw  their  reports 
of  our  character  and  our  institutions. 

^^  All  this  were  very  ridiculous,  if  it  were  not 
very  mischievoiis.  Cutting  words  out  deep;  and 
I  fear  that  ife  are  human  enough  to  feel  ourselves 
gradually  estranged  from  a  nation  that  was  once 
our  own,  and  for  which  we  so  long  cherished  an 
afiMtion,  that  I  am  sure  would  have  grown  with 
our  growth,  and  have  strengthened  with  our 
strength,  had  not  the  pen  yet  more  than  the  sword 
destroyed  it. 

'^  A  traveller  is,  of  all  men,  most  at  the  meirey  of 
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theie  nameless  trifies;  it  is  a  pity^  hoWeVer^  that 
nations  should  be  laid  at  their  mercy  too^  or  rather 
at  the  meroy  of  a  jaded  traveller's  distempered 
mind*  Would  it  Hot  be  a  good  rule,  that  when  a 
tourist  sits  dov^  with  pen  and  paper  before  him  to 
pMB  judgment  upon  the  world  around  him^  he 
should  first  ask  himself  a  few  questions :  ^  Am  I 
*  in  good  health  and  good  humour  ?  in  a  oomfortaUe 
^  rookn  and  an  easy  chair  ?  at  peace  with  myself  and 
^  all  men  about  me  ?'  I  have  a  notion  that  some 
such  short  catechism  would  save  volumes  of  mis- 
stated fhcts  and  mis-represented  oharactersi  and 
keep  the  peace  not  only  between  man  and  and  man^ 
bat  nation  and  nation,  in  a  manner  undesired  by 
statesmto)  and  undreamed  of  by  phiiosopliers." 

While  endeavouring  to  convict  the  famous  Go- 
median  of  plagiarism^  it  is  not  worth  while  to  do 
it  only  by  halves,  and  I  shall  therefore  transcribe, 
the  account  which  Mr.  Lambert  gives  of  a  Review^ 
noi  only  that  my  readers  may  be  able  to  iremark 
the  co-incidence  between  it  and  Mr.  Matthews'^ 
dfittcription  of  a  similar  scene,  but  also  because  it 
wdl  h6  new  to  maay  of  my  country  readem  who 
have  kiot  witnessed  that  gentleman's  perfoiteance^ 
altboiugii  it  will  undoubtedly  seMi  old  te  those 
who  have  been  so  fortanate. 

^^  I  happened,  not  ,Iong  since,  to  be  presMit  at 
the  mtBter  of  a  Captain's  company,  in  a  remote 
|xirt  of  one  of  the  counties ;  and,  as  no  gmeral 
description  could  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
aebievenents  of  that  day,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
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go  a  little  into  the  detail^  as  well  ea  my  recdilec^ 
tion  will  serve  me.  The  men  had  be^i  notified  to 
meet  at  nine  o'clock,  ^  armed  and  equipped  as  the 
law  directs/  that  is  to  say,  with  a  gun  and  oar- 
touch-box,  at  least ;  but  as  directed  by  the  law  ef 
the  United  States,  ^  with  a  good  firelo<^,  a  sidl* 
oient  bayonet  and  belt,  ^and  pouch  with  a  box  to 
contain  not  less  than  twenty-four  suflScieni  cart- 
ridges of  powder  and  ball.*  At  twelve  o'clock, 
about' one-third,  perhaps  half,  the  men  had  col- 
lected; and  an  inspector's  return  of  the  number 
present  would  have  stood  nearly  thus :  ^  One  Cap- 
tain, om  Lieutenant,  Ensign  none,  Serjeants  ^iro, 
Corporals  none.  Drummers  none^  Pifers  fwne.  Pri- 
vates present  twenty-fiee,  ditto  absent  ihirtp^  gum 
fifteen^  gun-locks  twelve^  ramrods  few,  rifle-poaches 
i^es^  bayonets  none^  belts  none,  spare  flints  none^ 
tertridges  no»«,  horse-whips,  walking-canes^  mad 
umbrellas,  twenty-iwo. 

«  A  little  before  one  o'clock,  the  Captam^  wbora 
I  shall  distinguish  by  the  name  of  Clodpol*,  gave 
directions  for  forming  the  line  of  parade*  In 
obedience  to  this  order,  one  of  the  Serjeants,  the 
strength  of  whose  lungs  had  long  supplied  4he 
|Aaoe  of  a  drum  and  fife,  placed  himself  in  front 
of  the  house,  and  began  to  bawl  with  great  vehe- 
mence, ^  All  Captain  Clodpole's  company  to  pa^Mie 
*  there 4  Come;,  gentlemen,  parade  here!  Parade 
^  here !'  says  he ;  ^  and  all  you  that  has'nt  guns,  iiiJl  ^ 
^  into  the  lower  ewrf.'  He  might  have  bawled  till 
this  time>  witli,aB  little  supoess  as  the  Syrens  wmg 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


UNITSD  8VATES.     " 

to  Ulysses^  had  he  not  changed  his  post  to  a  hc»gh^ 
bouring  shade ;  there  he  was  immediately  joined 
by  all  who  were  then  at  leisure:  The  others  were 
at  that  time  engaged  either  as  parties  or  spectators 
at  a  game  of  fives,  and  could  not  just  then  attend; 
Howerer,  in  less  than  half  an  hour  the  game  was 
finished,  and  the  Captain  was  enabled,  to  form 
his-  company,  and  proceed  in  the  duties  of  ibe 
day.  '  '  '  - 

^^  ^  Loak  to  the  righi^  and  dress  P 

*'  They  were  soon,  by  the  help  of  the  non«com-« 
missioned  officers,  placed  in  a  straight  line;  bnt^ 
as  every  man  was  anxious  to  see  how  the  rest  stood^ 
those  on  the  wings  pressed  forward  for  that  pur-^ 
pose,  till  the  whole  line  assumed  nearly  tlie  form 
of  a  crescent. 

^^  Whew!  Look  at  'emT  says  the  Captain; 
^  Why,  gentlemen,  you  are  all  crooking  here  ai 
^  both  eends,  so  that  you  will  get  on  to  me  by  and 
^  by :     Come,  gentlemen,  dress  !  dress  I' 

^^  This  was  accordingly  done ;  but,  impelled  by 
the  sai^e  motive  as  before,  they  soon  resumed 
their  former  figure,  and  so  they  were  permitted 
to  remain. 

*^  *  Now,  gentlemen,'  says  the  Captain,  '  I  am 

*  ^oing  to  carry  you  through  the  repoltdions  of  the 
^  manual  exerebe  ;  and  I  want  you,  gentlemen,  if 
^  yon  please,  to  pay  every  particular  attention  to 

*  the  word  of  command,  just  exactly  as  I  give  it 
^  out  to  you.  I  hope  you  will  have  a  little  patience^ 
^  gentlemen,  if  you  please,  and  I'll  be  as  short  as 
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^  possible ;  and  if  I  should  be  a«goii^  wrong,  I 
^  will  be  much  obliged  to  any  of  you,  gentlemen, 
^  to  put  me  right  again^  for  I  mean  all  for  tiie 
^  best,  and  I  hope  you  will  exeuse  m^  if  you  please 
^  And  one  thing,  gentlemen,  I  muat  oautioa  joa 
'  against,  in  particular,  and  that  is  thig^  not  to 
^make  any  mMakes,  if  you  can  possibly  help  it; 
^  and  the  best  way  to  do  this,  will  be  to  do  all  the 
^  motions  right  at  first,  and  that  will  help  ua  to  get 
^  along  so  much  the  faster,  and  I  will  try  to  have 
^  it  over  ajt  soon  a9  possible*  Come,  boys,  eome  to 
^  a  shoulder ! 

'' ^  Poise  foolkl 

♦^  ^  Cock  foolk  I — Very  handsomely  done. 

***  Take  aim\ 

**  *  Bam  doten  cartridge ! — No,  no  I  Fiffe  I  I 
^  recollect  now,  that  firing  comes  next  after  talcnig 
^  aim,  according  to  Steuben ;  but,  with  yout*  permis- 
^  sion,  gentlemen,  I'll  read  the  words  p£  oommaad 
^  just  exactly  as  they  are  printed  i^  the  book, :  and 
^  then  I  shall  be  sure  to  be  right.' 

^  ^  O  yes !  Read  it^  Captain,  read  it  P  exoUmed 
twenty  voices  at  pnce ;  ^  that  will  9^re  tttne.^ 

^<  <  ^Teniiouy  the  whole  then!  Please  to  ofaMaWt 
^  gentlemen,  that  at  the  word/r«  1  you  most:  fire ; 
^  that  is,  if  any  of  your  guns  areloadon'd,  yoa  mmt 
*  not  shoot  in  yearneUy  but  only  make  pretence, 
^  like ;  and  all  you  gentlemen  fellpw-spldiara,  wbo's 
^  armed  with  nothing  but  stbksand  ridingrsiwitelies, 
^  and  corn-stalks,  need'nt  go  through,  th^  flraigs, 
'  but  stand  as  you  are,  and  keep  yourselTCS  to 
«  yourselves.' 
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^^ '  Half  ceok  foolk  I — ^Very  well  done. 

*'  ^  S,  A,  Uj  t,  (spelling)  Shet  pan  I  ~-  That,  too, 
^  would  have  been  very  handsomely  done,  if  you 
^  had'nt  have  handled  the  cartridge  instead ;  but  I 
^  suppose  you  was'nt  noticing.  Now,  ^tention  one 
^  and  all,  gentlemen,  and  do  that  motion  again. 

^^  ^  Shet  panl  —  Very  good,  very  well  indeed : 
^  you  did  that  motion  equal  to  any  old  soldiers'; 
^  you  improve  astonishingly. 

"  ^  Handle  cartridge  ! — Pretty  well,  considering 
^  you  done  it  wrong  eend  foremost,  as  if  you  took 
^  the  cartridge  out  of  your  mouth,  and  bit  oif  the 
^  twist  with  the  cartridge-box. 

^^^  Draw  rammer  I  "T-Thone  who  have  no  ram- 
'  mers  to  their  guns  need  not  draw,  but  only  make 
^  the  motion ;  it  will  do  just  as  well,  and  save  a 

*  great  deal  of  time. 

'^  ^  Return  rmmmer  Ir-^Very  well  again.  But  that 
^  would  have  been  done,  I  think,  with  greater 
^  expertness,  if  you   had   performed   the  motion 

*  with  a  little  more  dexterity. 

^  ^  Shoulder  foolk !  — -  Very  handsomely  done, 
^  indeed,  if  you  had  only  brought  the  fodk  to 
^  the  other  shoulder,  gentlemen.  Do  that  motion 
^  again,  gentlemen,  and  bring  the  fooli  up  to 
^  the  left  shoulder. 

^<  ^Shoulder  fooUk  I— Very  good. 

^^  ^  Order  fooli  I — Not  quite  so  Well,  gentlemen ; 
^  not  quite  all  together :  But,  perhaps,  I  did  not 
^  speak  loud  enough  for  you  to  hear  me  all  at 
^  once.     Try  once  more,  if  you  please;  i  hope 
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^jQVk  will  be  patient^  gentlemen;   fl^'witl 
'  be  through. 

^^  ^  Order  fooUc  I — Handsom^y  done,  gentlemen ! 
^  rery  handsomely  done !  and  all  together  too, 
^  ejQoept  that  a  few  of  you  were  a  le^Ue  too  8oob> 
^  and  some  others  a  leeUe  too  late. 

^^  ^  In    laying    down    your    guns^    gentlemen, 
^  take  care  to   lay  the  locks   up^  and   the    other 
^  sides  down. 
.  "  « 'Tention  the  whole !    Grmimd  foolk  I — Very 

*  well. 

"  ^  Charge  hagonet  V 

"(Some  of  the  men.)— *  That  canH  be  right, 

*  Captain ;  pray  look  again,  for  how  can  we  ehsffge 
^  bagonet  without  our  guns  ?' 

"  (Captain,)—^  I  don't  know  as  to  that^  \mj^  I 
^  I  kiM>w  I'm  right ;  for  here  it  is  printed  in  the 
^  hooky  c,Ji^a^Ty  yes,  charge  bagonet^  that'«  night* 
^that's  the  word,  if  I  know  how  to  read:  Commy 
^  gentlemen,  do  pray  charge  the  bagonet!  Chaige, 
^  I  say !  Why  don't  you  charge  ?t  Do  you  tlnilk 
^i^fti^'t  so?  Do  you  think  I  have  Uved.to  ftk^ 
« time  of  day,  and  don't  know  what  dMr^  ft^Wg 
^iMf  ii?  Here,  come  here,  you  ^  may  saaf-fiMr 
^^yotirselves ;   it's  as   plain  as  the  note   Q&  yj^ 

^rfe- stop — stay— no!— halt !  no>  no  I  'feith  Vm 

^  wrong  I  I'm  wrong  I  I  turned,  over  ^  ta^fi  leemm  ^ 

a»«^     Bat  I  beg  your  pardon, 
^  ^wi^  not  irtay  out  long  i.  md  wa'U  bvt)^  i 
*  fy^driiU^^  a»  soon  aa  we've  doito.     iDqmm^hK0t 
^  get  up  off  the  stumps  and  logs,  and  take 
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*  please.  * 

^^*  Adpcmce  oitmB /^-^Very  ^elj   dtkne,  tiim  the 

*  «toek8  of  your  ^una  in  front,  gentlemeo,  and  that 
^  will  bring  the  barrels  behind ;  and  hold  them 
^  iAraight  up  and  down^  if  you  please.  Let  go  with 
^  your  left  haad,  and  take,  hold  with  your  right  just 
^  below  the  guard.  Steuben  says,  the  gun  xntist  be 
'  held  up  p,  e,  r^periioular:  yes,  you  must  always 

*  mind  and  hold  your  guns  very  jp^ft'ctf&er.  Now, 
^  boys,  'tentton  the  whole  I 

*•**  Present  armsi — Very  handsomely  done  I  only 
^'^old  your  guns  over  the  other  knee,  and  the  other 
^  hand  up,  turn  your  guns  round  a  ieetie^  and  vaise 
^4heBi  up  higher^  draw  the  other  foot  baok!  Now 
^  you  are  nearly  rightr  Very  well  done,  ^genlld- 
'^>  men ;  you  faav9  improved  vastly  since  I  first  saw 
^  ycm :  yo^ii  are  getting  too  dioi.  What  a  oharming 
^  tUng  it  is  to  see  inen  under  good  diseiplinei 

*  NoWygMitlemen^  we  are  come  to  the  f^otuUeme^ 
^  bat  Lord,  men,  how  did  you  get  into  iiuch  a  hig^ 
^  gtety-piggletyr 

><  The  fact  was,  the  aitode  bod  moved  coMider^ 
^Uy  to  the  Eastward,  and  bud  exposed  the  vigJbt 
wing  of  these  hardy  veterans  to  a  gaiUng  fire  of 
itie  sm,  9eing  but  poorly  provided  with  umbrellas 
sift  t^#nd  of  the  line,  they  found  it  oonvenieirt  ^ 
UjH^vf  the  shade  $  and,  in  Imddling  to  the  left  fa* 
ftUi  p«ppoie>  they  had  Ranged  theigKre  of^idir 

Vetll.  Y 
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line,  firom  that  of  a  crescent,  to  one  which  mcrt 
neiurly  resembled  a  pair  of  pot-hooks; 

.^^'Come^  gentlemen/  says  the  Captain^  'spread 
*  yourselves  out  again  into  a  straight  line^  and  let 
'  us  get  into  the  wheelings  and  other  matters  as 
'.soon  as  possible/ 

'^  But  this  was  stremiously  opposed  by  the  soK 
diers*  They  objected  to  going  intd  these  reroluHaxu 
at  all^  inasmuch  as  the  weather  was  extremely  hot^ 
and  they  had  already  been  kept  in  the  field  up* 
wards  of  ^ree  quarters  of  an  hour.  They  reminded 
the  Captain  of  his  repeated  promise  to  be  aa  short 
as  he  possibly  could^  and  it  was  clear  he  could  dis- 
pense with  all  this  same  wheeling  and  flourishing  if 
he  chose.  They  were  already  rerj  thirstj,  and  if 
he  would  not  dismiss  them,  they  declared  they 
would  go  off  without  dismission,  and  get  something 
to  drink ;  and  he  might  fine  them  if  that  would  do 
him  any  gooii ;  they  were  able  to  pay  their  fine, 
but  could  not  go  without  drink  to  please  any  body; 
and  they  swore  they  would  never  vote  for  another 
Captain,  who  wished  to  be  so  unreasonably  strict. 

^^  The  Captain  behaved  with  great  sfHrit  upon  tlas 
oecasion,  and  a  smart  colloquy  ensued;  when  at 
length,  becoming  exasperated  to  the  last  degree^  he 
roundly  asserted,  that  no  soldier  ought  ever  to  UMc 
hard  of  the  orders  of  his  Officer ;  and  finally  he 
went  as  far  as  to  say,  that  he  did  not  think  any 
gentleman  on  that  ground  had  any  just  cause  to  be 
ponded  with.  him.    The  dispute  was  at  length  set- 
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tkd  by  tlie  Captam'a  wnding  foi^  «ome  grog^,  for 
their  present  accommodation,  and  a^eeing  to  omit 
reading  the  military  law,  as  directed  by  a  l&te  Act, 
and  also  all  the  military  mano&uvres,  except  two  or 
three  soch  easy  and  simple  ones  as  could  be  per- 
formed within  the  compass  of  the  shade*  After 
they  had  drunk  their  grog,  and**  spread  themselves/ 
they  were  divided  into  platoons. 

''"'^Tentwn  the  whole  !-7b  the  right  wheel  V 
Bach  man  faced  to  the  right  about. 

^^Why,  gentlemen,  I  didtft  mean  for  every 
'  man  to  stand  still  and  turn  nayturatty  right  round ; 

*  but  when  I  told  you  to  wheel  to  the  right,  I  iri- 
^  tended  for  you  to  wheel  round  to  the  right  as  fi 
'  were.  Please  to  try  that  again,  gentlemen ;  everj^ 
^  right-hand  man  must  stand  fast,  and  only  the  others 
*tum  round.* 

'  ^^  In  a  previous  part  of  the  exercise,  it  had,  for  the 
purpose  of  sizing  them,  been  necessary  to  denomi- 
nate every  second  person,  a  ^  right-hand  man.'  'A 
very  natural  consequence  was,  that  on  the  present 
occasion  those  right-hand  men  maintained  their  po- 
sition, and  all  the  intermediate  ones  faced  about  as 
^before.  \  '  .  • 
>  ^«  Why  look  at  'em  now  I'  exclaimed  the  Cap^ 
tain  in  extreme  vexation.    *  I'll  be  d d  if  you 

*  can  understand  a  wOrd  I  say.    Excuse  me,  gentle- 
"*  then,  but  it  rayly  seems  as  if  you  could'nt  come  at 

*  it  exactly.    In' wheeling  to  the  right,  the  right 
^  hand  eenct of  the  platoon  stands  fast^  and  the  other 
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^.eend  oomes  round  like  a  swingle-treet  .  Those tm 
^  the  outside  must  march  faster  than  those  on  the 
^  inside^  and  those  on  the  inside  not  near  so  fast  as 
''those  on  the  outside.  You  certainly  must  under- 
'  stand  me  now^  gentlemen;  and  now  please,  to  try 
'once  more.' 
.  ^'  In  this  they  were  a  little  more  successfuL 

<«  *  Very  well,  gentlemen  ;  very  well  indeed :  and 
'  noW|  gentlemen^  at  the  word,  wheel  to  the  kft, 

*  you  must  wheel  to  the  left. 

.  ^^^Tention  the  whole!— To  the  left— left  no— 
'  -^-^hat  is  the  left — /  mean  the  Hght^lefiy  whadi 
^  marchJ 

^'  In  this  he  was  strictly  obeyed ;  some  wheeling 
to  the  right,  some  to  the  left^  and  some  to  Ae  ri^;ht, 
left,  or  both  ways. 

'^^  Stop  1  halt !  let  us  try  again !  I  could  not  just 
^  then  tell  my  right  hand  from  my  left ;  you  niiisk 
'  excuse  me,  gentlemen,  if  you  please ;  experience 

*  makes'perfeot,  as  the  saying  is ;  long  as  I've  served, 
'  I  find  something  new  to  learn  every  day,  bot  all's 
^  one  for  that;  now,  gentlemen,  do  that  motion  once 
'  moire.' 

*^  By  the  help  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  in 
front  of  each  platoon,  they  wheeled  this  time  with 
400n!dderable  regularity. 

.^*^Now,  boys,  you  must  try  to  wheel  by  divi* 
'  sions,  ajdd  there  is  one  thing  in  particular  which  \ 
^  have  to  request  of  you,  gentlemeui  and  it  is  tbii^ 

*  not  to  make  any  blunder  in  your  wheeling.  Ye9 
^  munt  inind  and  keep  at  a  wheeling  distance }  adi 
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^  not  talk  in  the  rankg,  nor  get  out  of  fix  agBitk ;  for 
^  I  want  you  to  do  this  motion  well^  and  not  make 
^any  blunder  now. 

''''Tention  the  whole!  By  dhmoml  i»  1S^ 
^  rigM  wheel  t  march  t^ 

^^  In  doing  this,  it  seemed  as  if  Bedlam  had  broke 
loose;  every  man  took  the  eommand*-- ^ Not  so 

*  fast  on  the  right  I— How  now !  how  now  l-'^-Hatil 

*  down  those  umbrellas  U-rFaster  on  the  lefti«-<«t 
^  Keep  baiek  a  little  in  the  middle  thdre«-*-I>on'| 
^eroWd  8o-«-Hold  ap  your  gun,  Satn***6o  faster 

<  there  I— Faster  l^- Who  trod  on  me  ?--D 1» 

^  your  h9^8,  keep  back!  keep  baek!**-Stop  us^ 
'  Captain,  do  stop  us— «6o  faster  there--**! Ve  lo8( 

<  tny  edHie«-<-6et  up  again— ^Ned,  halt  1  halt  I  haltl' 
'  «--*Stop,  gentlemen !  stop !  stop!' — 

*^  By  this  time  they  got  into  utter  and  ioexplica*' 
bie  confosion,  and  so  I  left  them*" 

I  do  not  adduce  these  examples  of  coUdqaui 
plunder  on  account  of  thinking  it  to  be.  out  4)f 
<^aracter,  in  those  who  get  up  dramatic  exhihiikms^ 
for  the  public  entertainment^  to  enrich  thema^ve^ 
by  the  labours  of  others :  For  I  can  well  coneeiire^ 
that  if  persons  be  allowed  to  Terrify  the  splefndid 
works  of  Walter  Scott  iirto  Operw,  and  Melo^ 
dramas^  and  such*like^  it  is  eqUidly  pardonable  M 
Mr.  Matthews  to  borrow  from  the  writings  of 
itifeirior  men,  women,  and  children^  whenfeverlie 
eaii  meet  with  any  thii^  that  suits  hi^*  purpose. 
Liberty  ^f^isemsion  is^  however^  vested  in  the 
kmds^of  .the  public;  and  if  no  one  ha»  Intlieirfip 

y3 
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dtdtingiiiflhed^  between  what  is  original/ and  wM 
ill  noty  in  the  Monopolylogtte  of  Mr.  Matthewa, 
I  can  do  no  posisible  harm  by  informing  the  admir* 
efs  of  this  gentleman,  that  most  of  those  fine  aen- 
timents  concerning  England  and  Ammca  nrhicb 
they  cheer  with  so  much  ^nthoaiaAm,  are  fron  the 
eloquent  pen  of  Miss  Wright.^  The  oalm  and  d» 
piassionate  .manner  in  which  Mr*  Pennington  is 
niade  to  deliver  them,  could  only  belong  to  the 
followers  of  Penn  in  America ;  but  the  correspon- 
dence between  the  two  names  is  the  only  co*inoi- 
Hence  from  which  it  could  be  inferred,  that  PesA- 
itigton  is  meant  for  a  Quaker :  For,  although  the 
smoothness  of  his  speech  is  much  like  that  whiiih 
attaches  to  the  people  of  this  sect,  he  does  not 
make  use  of  the  second  person  singular,  in  addrev- 
Itig  himself  to  individuals.  From  this  and  pther 
^Circumstances  it  appears  to  me,  that  this<49liafwter 
Was  introduced  merely  for  the  purpose  of  height- 
ening the  effect  of  the  performance,  and  not  as 
exhibiting  any  thing  peculiar  to  AnHNrioa,  uaita 
the  liberal  and  enlightened  views  which  he 
Expresses  may  be  so  considered. 
!  The  German  Judge,  whose  whimsical  ohai^  to 
the  Jury  prodiices  an  abundance  of  merriment, 
Is  another  exotic  transplanted  by  the  hand  of  Mr. 
Matthews.  Indeed,  there  needs  no  ghost  to  rise 
from  the  grave  to  tell  us,  that  no  man,  whether 
he  were  German* or  Dutch,  or  of  any  otiier  ufUiOB, 
could  possibly  give  such  an  expoittMm  nf  the^i- 
minal  code  as  that  with  Which  Matthews  so  emi* 
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vieHtly  edifies  bi^  audience ;  and  learwg  put  tjbp 
mode  ia  which  it  h  coaveyed,  the  mere  pe^rsqu 
described  in  this  character  is  entirely  faf^eigfi,tf^ 
America. 

The  man  who  is  at  once  Colonel  of  Militia  9^^ 
Shoemaker,  is  also  in  many  respects  an  exaj^gf^- 
rated  representation  of  pers6n8  of  this  class  in  Ame- 
rica. Setting  aside  his  attachment  to  drink,  imn^ 
the  incongruity  of  his  civil  and  milituy  professiqos, 
which  are  certainly  genuine  American,  there  U 
nothing  in  which  he  resembles  the  people  of  th^t 
country,  except  in  the  peculiar  phri^s  .that  be 

,  occasionally  employs,  and  in  the  love  of  idlenp93 
end  independence  that  he  exhibits.  >  z' 

With  respect  to  the  rest  of  the  characters;  ^J^qh 
this  modern  Proteus  represents,  I  can  only  say^T- 
they  are  extremely  like  what  I  have  seen  when,  in 
the  company  of  persons  belonging  to  those  vajriqiis 
nations.  To  the  accuracy  with  which  the  Irish 
character  is  delineated,  I  can  speak  with,  qon^-t 
denoe,  on  account  of  my  own  Hibernian  origin ;.  but 
lam  informed^yby  a  Yorkshire  friend  who  has  w^t- 
nessed  the  whole  performance,  that  Mr.  Matthews 
fails  "exceedingly  in  his  atteinpts  to  imitqjte^  the 
dioleet  of  that  county,  and  would  do  welt  eit^r 
to  pay  a  visit  to  the  West  Riding  in  perwp,,  or.  to 
peruse  with  attention  a  small  book  which  .bus 
recently  been  published,  call^  ^^  the  Craven  Di^- 

-  leot,"  before  he  attempts  to  personate  ag^^  f^e 
Illinois  Farmer. .  .       ,  .,».,,,.!,., 
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la  «a  tiemMrksfrWkiiii  I  luvr«  token  iiw  mmrif 
«f  makmgi  otk  tiii»  Uipu^y  I  wisll  it  to  be  ^BtiaMf 
ondOTstood,  thftt  I  dm  quite  a»  modb  impreMed  b 
flavour  of  Matthews^  aa  a  eomio  actor^  as  any  of 
bid  most  fervent  admtren ;  aad^  althoi^h  haTUig 
been  for '  dx  years  a  resident  on  the  Continent  of 
Aneriea,  I  could  eiudly  detecrt  whaterer  did  not 
answer  to  the  IHe^  when  I  witnessed  the  *^  Trip  to 
Aiaerioa/'  yet  the  desire  to  he  etitiosl  did  not,  k 
the  most  anreal  oase^  overoome  my  disqiositiov  to 
be  tiierry ;.  end  I  V^tare  to  say^  that  many  ettom 
escaped  my  serious  attention,  because  their  fint 
and  only^  e^eet  was  tried  on  my  risible  nerveii 
The  charge  of-  the  German  Judge^  which  is  the 
asost  erroaeoas  passage  in  the  whole,  kept  me  ia 
such  a  continual  fit  of  outright  laughter,  thrt  I 
may  thank  my  stales  it  was  fictitious,  or  I  eertamly 
should  have  undergone  soAie  dreadful  punishmeat 
for  my  contempt  of  the  Court. 

In  concluding  my  observations  on  thai  sobject, 
it  may  be  welly  for  the  information  of  those  who  go 
to  the  Lyceum  to  obtain  seitiie  acquaintance  with 
the  American  manners  alid  customs,  as  well  as  to  be 
amused  with  the  facetidsmess  of  Mr*  Matthews, 
to  i^emark,  that  wfaatei^er  denotes  pride,  ranifty, 
and  self^onceit,  with  ignorant  notions  of  Itbetty 
and  independence,  ntay  be  safely  relied  npam  m 
being  near  the  truth.  For  such  is  tibe  extent  *f 
empire  which  these  qualities  have  gained  in  the 
minds  of  the  lower  and  middling  elaesei  of  the 
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Amerioaoa,  tkal  wheil  trttToliera  have  told  all  tliat 
they  oaH,  and  when  eren  Mattihews  himself  hae 
exerted  his  utmocrt  skill  in  retentiveness  of  ntemoiy 
and  fidelity  of  imitation^  it  may  traly  %e  said^ 
''the  half  is  not  told/' 

The  particular  sort  df  phraseology  employed, 
must  of  coarse  he  taken  into  the  account ;  nnld 
here  also  the  dbservation  should  be  made^  that  no 
one  can  form  any  adequate  idea  of  the  terms*  ih 
which  conversation  is  carried  on,  unless  he  has 
been  upon  the  spot.  The  curious  applications  which 
•are  made  of  the  v^ords  ccUcukUey  reckouy  and  gteets, 
with  many  others^  are  but  given  as  specimena 
<vf  a  dialect  that  is  replete  with  similar  anH 
.  yet  more  strange  transfigurations  of  the  Englirii 
language. 

Rochester  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Erie 
Canal;  and  although  the  spot  on  which  the  vS* 
lage  stands  was,  ten  years  ago,  a  perfect  wilder- 
ness, it  now  contains  upwards  of  6,000  inlmbitants, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  places  I  have  ev^r 
seen.  Although  it  boasts  of  no  less  than  five  exten- 
sive and  excellent  hotels,  each  of  which  is  capable 
of  accommodating  between  fifty  and  seventy  per- 
sons, I  could  not  procure  a  bed  on  the  night  of  my 
arrivals  •  fivery  public  bed  of  the  town  was  occu- 
pied^ mid  I  was  compelled  to  sleep  on  a  sofh. 
Tfab  next  mdming  I  breakfasted  at  the  Mansion- 
'  kiGFase  Hotel,  in  company  with  about  100  persons, 
of  fdshiewdile  appearance  and  genteel  address.  The 
breakfast,  as  in  Canada^  consisted  of  a  variety  of 
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iiitots,  pr^,  caked^  tarts^  ^^•i  and  an  eaeh  mA- 
vidaal  finished  his  last  cup,  he  rose  from  the  taUe 
and  walked  out  without  any  sort  of  ceremony. 
The  streets  of  Rochester  are  laid  out  at  r%bt 
angles  with  each  other.  The  houses  are  buflt  of 
brick,  and  neatly  painted  red  and  pointed  oat 
with  white :  This  embellishment,  with  Venetian 
blinds^  piazzas,  verandas,  balconies,  &c.  gives  the 
village  a  very  delightful  aspect,  and  desifrnateB 
the  inhabitants  as  tasteful,  enterprising,  indus- 
trious, and  opulent;  but,  I  believe,  it  is.  more 
owing  to  the  other  qualities  than  to  their  opulenee. 

From  Rochester  I  proceeded  on  the  canal  by  the 
packet-boat  to  Utica,  a  distance  of  166  miles.  The 
fare  in  boats  of  this  description  is  six  dpllan, 
exclusive  of  eating  and  drinking,  both,  of  which 
are  'furnished  at  a  moderate  price  and  are  very 
excellent.  We  passed  through  several  viilfiges, 
the  most  considerable  of  which  was  Canaadaigua, 
which  is  situate  near  the  outlet  of  the  lake  froin 
which  it  derives  its  name. 

The  houses  here,  as  well  as  in  every  other  viUage 
which  I*  have  seen  in  the  United  States,  are  grae- 
rally  built  of  brick,  and  painted.  Willow  aad 
poplar  trees  are  also  planted  along  the  sides  <^  the 
ways,  which,  combined  with  the  light,  airy,  aad 
elegant  appearanee  of  the  buildings,  the  bpstle  and 
.  activity  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  conmef oial 
aspect  of  the  mercantile  houses^  cannot  fail  to  con- 
vey a  very  favourable  idea  of  American  eoterprHe 
and  industry.    The  principal  street  of.  Ganandargaa 
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tftaearly  two  miles  long:  In  the  centrf  of.itke 
village  is  a  sort  of  square,  where  the  Court4iaii8e 
fUEid  several  other  paUic  offices  are  situated*  This 
YiUage  is  superior  to  aay  that  I  ever  saw^  either 
in  Europe  or  in  America*  In  Europe  we  ^eom- 
Vionly  associate  the  name  of  village  with  poverty  ; 
but  an  American  village  presents  to  the  beholder'^ 
view  all  the  business-like  air  and  all  the  wealth  and 
taste  of  a  city,  , 

At  a  short  distance  south-west  of  Canandargun, 
ek  ourious  spring,  called  tho  Burning  ^pring^  has 
Jately  been  discovered.  The  water  issues  from  the 
^jde?  of  a  deep  ravine,  and  exhibits  on  its  surface 
a  bright  red  flame,  which,  on  the  application  of 
wood  or  any  other  combustible  substance,  produces 
an  immediate  blaze*  The  water  is  of  the  same 
temperature  as  common  potable  water,  and  hs|s 
no  peculiar  taste  or  smelL 

I    The  next  village  through  which  I  passed  on  ukj 

;Way  to  New  York,  was  Auburn,  situated  at  the 

outlet  of  the  Owaseo  Lake,     This  village  contains 

about  300  houses  and  1,200  inhabitants,  beside  a 

Munber  of  mills^— oloth  and  cotton  manufactories. 

There  is  also  a  prison,  erected  for  the  reception  pf 

oonvicts,  and  a  Theological  Seminary.    The  cao^l 

^wbioh  passes  by,  at  the  distance  of  seyen  piiles 

lij^forth  of  '*  this  loveliest  village  of  the  pl?tin,"  will, 

:  sit  tis  thought,  materially  retard  its  further  improve- 

•aoa^nt^  and  will  soon  render  it,  in  destiny  as  in  name, 

TjSkf^Q^wmle  of  its  Irish  predecessor. 

,  ^TJifi  company  on  board   the  steam-boat   from 
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Rochester  to  Utioa,  coiudsted  of  several  cHiseem 
of  New  York,  among  whom  were  Mr.  Warii^ 
and  Mr.  Horton,  respectable  merchants  of  that 
city,  and  a  Lawyer,  who  styled  himself  GoufiseUor 
Childe.  When  we  had  proceeded  a  Utile  on  o«r 
way,  and  the  common  topics  which  are  generally 
handled  by  strangers,  on  their  first  introdnctioti  to 
each  other,  were  briefly  discussed,  the  conversation 
very  naturally  turned  upon  polities,  and  the  civil 
and  military  affairs  of  the  diflerent  great,  nations 
of  the  earth.  From  things  we  generally  pass  to 
MEN, — ^from  the  various  public  events  which  ooctur 
to  the  instruments  by  which  they  have  been 
brought  about.  It  was,  therefore,  an  ewiy  transi* 
tion,  from  the  events  of  the  late  short  war,  to  the 
notable  Commander,  General  Jackson.  In  the 
midst  of  our  conversation  on  the  merits  of  this 
officer,  I  was  asked  by  one  of  the  party,  ^^  what 
opinion  was  entertained  respecting  him  by  the 
people  of  Upper  Canada  V^  I  replied,  that  he  was 
Certainly  no  great  favourite  with  them  ;  and  to  con- 
vince them  of  the  truth  of  my  remark,  I  would 
relate  to  them  an  anecdote.  The  Word  ^^  Aiiso 
DOTB'Miad  a  wonderful  effect  upcm  their  nerves, 
and  all  awaited  in  silent  expectation.  A  short 
time  ago.  Gentlemen,  said  I,  a  citizetl  of  the- 
United  States  came  over  into  Upper  Canada  with 
a  iiplendid  exhibition  of  figures  in  wax^^work^  whfeh 
he  displayed  in  the  town  6f  York»  Amon^  the 
resl^  of  the  gre^  American  heroes^  whoee  *  efiSgM^ 
'w^reifooM  in  tiiis  coUeotion^  was. that  ie€  QflOHal 
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^aekscm.  A«  soon  as  thcr  inhabitants  were  gene*^ 
vally  made  acquainted  with  this  circumstance^  such 
was  their  zeal  for  the  reputation  of  his  eminence, 
that  they  deputed  some  person  or  persons  to  treat 
with  the  owner  for  the  purchase  of  his.  waxea 
fij^ure  of  the  General.  When  they  had  learned  tho 
fiun  which  would  he  required  for  the  purohase  of 
such  a  prime  article,  a  subscription  was  immediately 
entered  mto ;  and,  in  consequence  of  the  spirite4 
labours  of  the  ootllectors,  and  the  ready  liberality 
of  the  subscribers,  a  sufficient  aum  was  speedily 
obtained.  It  was  therefore  immediately  taken  to 
jthe  exhibitor,  and  General  Jackson  was  broMghi 
9way,  from  his  companions  in  arms,  in  the  arms 
of  several  stout  Canadians,  with  triumphal  acela- 
mations  of  delight*  For  what  reason,  do  you 
think,  they  bought  him,  and  how  did  they  intend 
t6  dispose  of  him?  Not  to  place  him  in  eome 
oonspieuous  part  of  the  town^  where  hie  might 
)rfce}ve  the  daily  homage  of  his  warm  admirers^ 
for  jthen,'  in  the  space  of  a  few  short  melting 
moments,  he  would  have  been  dissolvied  hy  the 
rays  of  the  eun.  But  a  particular  night  ww 
eolemnly  set  apart  for  the  celebration  of  his  re^ 
putad  valour;  and  when  it  arrived,  he  was  led 
forth  to  the  sc^e  of  festivity,  exalted  on  a  large 
pole^  and  burnt  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people. 

Many  of  the  gentlemen  aboard  were  h^ftily 
aaittsed  with  the  ludicrous  termination  of  mf 
litory}  hu%  the  aforesaid  €oiHuiellor  ChiUbe,  whom 
I  afterwards  discovered  to  be  a  rank  republjcian, 
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and  ratiier  deistioal  lA  bk  ideas  of  r^igicm^  Svai 
dj^eadfally  enraged^  as  well  by  ike  daring  8aoiileg& 
of  'th^  Cimadians^  )bs  by  the  meimixieiit  whieb  il 
oociEunoned  among  bis  coantrymen  and  fello^-* 
eitizens.  JEIe  said,  be  coald  n6t  tell  bote  any  ^maii 
who  shetred  tbe  independence  which  thitt  great  and 
raa^animons  hero  (General  Jackson)  had  so 
powerfully  contributed  to  maintain,  could  be  ibr- 
getful  enough  of  the  benefits  for  Which  they  wers 
indebted  to  his  valour,  to  laugh  at  liuch  a  diffin]^ 
insult  on  his  name !  The  Counsellor  argued  with 
so  much  resolution,  that  thase  who  were  inolining 
to  the  opposite  side  of  the  question,  tbonglit  ^it 
^ould  be  wiser  to  give  up  the  contest,  and  aUo^ 
Mr.  Childe  to  smother  his  favourite  with  laurels 
if  he  pleased,  rather  than  keep  his  temper,  whidi 
^as  nMurally  good,  in  such  an  uncomfortaUe  state 
bf  effervescence.  We  afterwards  found  him  to  be 
fin  exc&editig  clever  -and  pleasant  fellow,  and 
conferred  upon  him  the  quizzical  snirni^iie  of 
"** -General  Jackson"  during  the  Remainder  of  the 
Voyage.  The  principal  bone  of  contention  between 
Mr.  Childe  and  hiis  countrymen^  'wh6  seemed  to 
entertain  as  high  an  opinion  of  Jackson's!  military 
prowess  as  the  Counsellor,  was  respecting  his'pre-^ 
tensions  ^to  the  Presidency  of -thb  States.  No  one 
present  coulld  "alldw,  that  he  'was  at  all  Stated  4ar 
"iscfch  a  situation,  exceptihg  Mr.  Childe,  who  ap- 
Y^red  to  make  the  establishment  of  his  fttvouriirt 
totiiversality  of  talent  a  'part  of  the  busitiess  hjC 
^his  Irfe.  i.      ' 
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Utioa^  though  it  cofitaiiis  more  than  4,000  mhftr 
bitantfl  is  aho  called  by  the  name  of  village.  It ' 
stands  on, the  South  bank  of  the  Mohawk  Rivery 
and  near  the  spot  where  Fort  Schuyler  formerly 
stood.  It  is  a  place  of  much  trade,  and  is  said  to 
be  rapidly  increasing  in  wealth  and  population. 
It  contains  two  Banking  establishments  and  a 
Court-house.  The  canal  which  passes  through  it, 
united  with  various  other  advantages,  renders  it 
one  of  the  most  desirable  situations  for  trade  Imd 
commerce  in  the  state  of  New  York, 

From  Utica  I  proceeded  in  a  stage-coach,  and  m 
company  with  Messrs.  Waring  and  Horton,  to  the^ 
Ballston  and  Saratoga  Springs,  a  distance  of  nearly 
eighty  miles.  In  the  course  of  this  journey,  whicb^ 
ibr  a  great  part  of  the  way,  ran  along  the  banks  of 
the  Mohawk  river,  we  htul  a  fine  view  of  the  rich" 
alluvial  vale,  called  the  Herkimer  and  German 
Flats,  once  the  region  of  war  and  bloodshed,  but 
now  glowing  in  all  the  beauty  of  cultivation* 

Not  far  from  the  city  of  Schenectady,  a  large 
wooden  bridge  has  been  made  across  the  Mohawk.- 
It  is:  997  feet  long,  and  is  roofed  over.  Scheneo*^ 
tady  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  towns  in  America** 
It  'was  burned  by  the  Indians  in  1680,  and  way 
considerlkbly  injured  by  a  second  fire  in  1819^ 
Union  College  is  the  chief  among^its  public  build'-' 
itigs:  It  is  a  plain  brick  structure,  but  was  not  ' 
entirely  finished  when  I  saw  it.  At  this  institution 
300  students  now  receive  their  education,  at  an 
ex  pence  of  only  130  dollars  per  annum, — £29.  lfi»# 
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Hw  Annridan  ann;^  in  iQMo^  JJBTTI,   i^0>iftr« 

<l(Whib]F^iii^9Mi&  toi  expsot  «wn  9rit««M'4iA  ^-^ 

«l^b  ifibtotim^  wlMh  did  not  ltop««Mv  pmHitoai 
t^ <IWilfatioo OpwaBed  bj  Am«mt«t.  ^ ,  .&<»  oow 
V^s>*f  Ue4kdk}tiraigiutwestmg  90(9oanfc  <)f  th^4|uilMl 
^iierat ihrMer  VbMl  iook  plaee  in  n^mt^H^^m 
4Sb^.^x  iftiiw  below 'SohiQ)rl«r*sviy%  i|o4e4oU»i 
pl^M  ^^^^m  by  cm  Smithy  vm  imitoii  h4»tfc» 
Bi^dtttAt  ftsidiett,  ^«  ^th  Iwr  Hwb '•cliftdtail 

i&telBa04dv#)rj9  Irial*  ««twted  l»>  aid  «fti  llnnMI 
«KHstobev,  our  mlMiotrtiiiies  b^gui ;  £  wa»«tFltfM*- 
iyM>i<w«^^  mf  hiwbcmd,  and  bMrd  fhat-aopfftliii^' 
^M»luk!iided.  On  the  tt&e  day  I^«i[iMi»d»<*»» 
i^tUsiBtargoyne,  PhiUipf  and  FMtf|Pt>-t»<ii<i>lP|(ii' 
#j,i*^  I>iJ*w  a  great  inoveoient  amoag^iika-tMb^f 
i^y^^feu^iind  lold  me  it  vas  merely  a  i 
^i^ldA^v*}  m$  «u>  e«Heeinn,a«  H  oH^ 
VwOkiA  ^m  at  ih»hovmabA  flMtww 
j»^«iMi#  «ir^dre«»es,  witb  gu»  «•  |k»lr«liMv 
VrUM  I  ftAed  tliiMii  wtiere  <lp»yi'iJ«Mi  g^mf 
my^mM^  ^,  War  1  WaH  4Wiiifar^*fc^  «i^ 
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wviB  gtiUkgio^  iNiltle.)  This  filled  me  viiihmsffw 
betttton^ and  I  had'SoaTC^ly got  home,  befoce  Ih^anft* 
veporto  of  cannon  and  nuidLetry ^  wlttoh  grew  louder 
by  degrees^  till  at  last  the  noise- heoame  exceeeive* 
About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon^UMtead  of  the 
gueati  wiiom  I  ejqpected^  Greneral  Frmer  vmt 
bfoaght  on  a  litter  mortally  .wdiwded.  The  titble# 
which  was  already  set,  was  instantly  removed,  and 
a  bed  pliMsed  in  its  stead  for  the  wounded  €r#9emL 
I  sat  trenibling  in  a  comer ;  the  noise  grew  loodei; 
and  the  alarm  increased;  the  thought  that  iny  hus- 
band mig^  pnhapsbe:  brought  in^  wounded  in  tb* 
Sfltme  way,  was>terrible  tome,  and  distressed. md  eap* 
eaedingly.  Gen.  Frazer  said  to  the  surgdon,  ^  TM 
m0  if  my  wound  $8  mortal^  do  not  JIdUer  mej  Tb« 
ball  bad  piossed  through  his  body, .  and  untafuwly 
for  the  general  he  had  eaten  a  very  hearty  br^altt 
ttm%,  by  which  the  stomach  was  distended^  itad  Htm^ 
ball,  as  the  surgeon  said^  bad  {MMsed  tbft^ug^  it* 
I  heard  him  often  exolaim  with  a  sig^,  *Qk  fatal 
'  ambiticml  Poor  General  Burgoynel  Qbmy  poOr 
^  wifer  He  was  asked  if  he  had  any  rei^uelrt  ^ttt 
JDsdke^  to  which  he  replied,  that  ^if  Gei^n^rBiir^ 
^  fpoyne  would  perikiit  it,  he  should  like  tobebomjl 
^  aft  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  on  the  tQp{of  ^ 
^  Mountain^  in  a  redoubt  which  had  been  builft 
^  ihme.'  I  did  not  know  which,  way.  to  tura^  dU 
th»  ?elfer  roofms  were  full  of  «ick«  Towcu^d*  .^tiK^ii 
ing  Xiaw  niy  husband  coning,  then  I  iwyoiiiUffi^ 
•0KOW8  «Kid  thanked  God  that  he  wee  ^p^mii  W 
li« ate  in  grei^t  haaia  wittuase  and  bKAkhdih 
z 
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«Msp  faahind  the  hooBe.  We  had  beeiB  tdd^tiiBt 
in  %ad  the  adFaniage  of  the  ettemy^  bat  the  bot* 
foMtfid  imoM  1  beheld  toid  a  diffiMrent  tale,  and  be^ 
fbra  my  htuAMmd  went  away  he  todk  me  on  oaesidei 
jmA.  aaid  evevy  thkig  was  going  very  bad,  tbat  I 
taMtt  keep  myself  m  readineai  to  leave  the  pheei 
bot  tao*  to  mention  it  to  any  one«  I  made  the  pre* 
iencey  that  I  would  move  the  next  monung  nle 
fMty^nevf  houfle^  and  had  every  thing  packed  ap 
tftady*    ' 

*  \  MiLtAy  H«  Ackland  had  a  tent  not  far  frooi  ov 
ItfMise,  in  this  she  glept,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  sb 
OTBuift  the  camp«  Ail  of  a  sadden,  a  man  eameto 
Wl  lier  that  her  husband  waa  mortally  wetanded 
And  taken  prisoner;  on  hearing  this  die  beesne 
lievj^'.miserabla^  we  ccmiforted  her  by  telliiif  kr 
^keA  4he  Woand  was  only  slight,  and  at  tiienflitf 
tkM  advised  her  to  go  over  to  her  huaband,  tocb 
ipp4iiibh  she  woald  certainly  obtain  p»nii8sioB,anl 
ihen'  she  ooald  attend  him  herself;  she  was  i 
Miagmjag  woman  and  very  fond  of  him.  I  spent 
biuefa  of  the  night  in  eomforting  her,  and  thrawcat 
again  to  my  cbildr^Ei  whom  I  had  put  to  bed»  I 
4mAd  not  go  to  sleep,  as  I  had  General  Fraaeraad 
all  thej  other  wounded  gentleman  in  my  room,  aod 
X  waa^  sadiy  afraid  my  children  would  awake,  aodi 
by  theia  oryibg,  diaturb  the  dying  man  in  hisiaft 
moments,  who  often  addressed  me  and  apologia^d 
Hoir  Ae  tronble  he  gave  me.'  About  three  o'deok 
intheteaocniBg  I  was  told,  he  could  not  heided 
much  longer ;  I  had  desired  to  baiaJformaAo£itiM» 
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near  tip^tomsh  o^thh  sad  crngy-andi  then  wirapped 
ap  my  obildren  ia  their  clothes,  and  went  with 
them  into  the  room  below*  About  eight  o^Iodk  in' 
the  morning  he  died.  Aftei  he  was  laid  oat^  anil 
tkiB  ciorpse  wrapped  up  in  a  sheet,  we  came  again 
hito  the  room,  and  had  this^sorrowful  sight  before 
as  the  Whole  day ;  and,  to  add  to  the  melaiiehDiy 
serene,  almost  every  moment  some  officer  of  UBf 
aequaintance  was  brought  in  wounded.  The  caiH 
aonade  commenced  again;  a  retreat  was  spokeitf 
of,  but  not  the  smallest  motion  was  made  towatdsT 
h^  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  saw  tbe^ 
house  which  had  just  been  built  for  me  in  flamM^ 
inA  the  enemy  was  now  not  far  off.  We^kusivt 
that  General  Burgoyne  would  not  refuse  tht  iasA 
v(i<}uest  of  General  Frazer,  though  by  his  acoediag^ 
to  it  an  Unnecessary  delay  was  occasioned,  by  wlbbil 
the  inconveniende  of  the  army  was  much  increased^ 
At  six  o'clock  the  corpse  was  brought  out,  and^^ow 
taw  all  the  Generals  attend  it  to  the  mountain  |* 
the  chaplain,  Mr.  Brudenell,  performed  the  foneoil 
Aervioe,  rendered  unusually  solemn  and  awful  from 
its  being  accompanied  by  constant  peals  frcto  ik6 
enemy's  artillery.  Many  cannon-balls  flew^dloM 
by  me,  but  I  had  my  eyes  directed  towardi  the 
BiountaiB,  where  my  husband  was  standings  amidst 
the  Are  of  the  enemy,  and  of  course,  I  oould  not 
thmk  of  my  ovm  danger. 

^^Generid  Gates  afterwards  said,  thaft  if  hd  iiad 
known  it  had  been  a  funeral,  he  would  not  have 
permitted  it  to  be  fired  on." 

z2 
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'  1%e  Mzl  phioe  which  we  vMt^,  %ftto  w«  4ffR 
SblioylersviUe  waa  fiaratoga^  prmoijpiilly  famoni 
eA  ae^iint'of  its  'nomerous  spriiigB  and  as  a 
place  of  iaKhionaUe  report  during^  the  Sammr 
Bd'obthd.  When  I  arrived  at  Saratoga,  many  <A 
tKe'fi^hionablte  had  retamed  to  their  respective 
fcdmite,  for  the  season  was  then  pretty  far  advanced 
Bat  there  was  still  a  great  number  of  V^isitorsaldl 
the  lidteb  in  the  village.  The  inki  at  wbioh  I  stop 
fifeil^wasTthe  Congress  Hall,  which  is  the  largest  ia 
{H6  ^lae^;  being  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  fest 
^nil'a  half  long,  two  stories  and  a  half  higb,  with  twd 
^t^ii^,  each  extending  backward  sixty  feet  Is 
th^.^roift  is  a  neat  and  commodious  piassNi;  tkst 
b}>etes  tlpon  a  beautiful  garden,  and  a  small  grovv 
^|^iieM;i^ees  which  appertain  to  the  estabUsht&e&(< 
Thi^  hdt^l  is  said  to  be  cc^able  c^  adcommedatk^ 
Ifi^ahundired  persons,  all  of  whom  bi'eakfast,  ^dmn 
a(^^  at  the  same  table.  A  number  cff  waitsrti 
•  Hectare  say  hot  less  than  twenty,  are  in  iatt«ndaift&) 
Ith^^  as  in  this  Imid  of  independence  no  gentMaBH 
0V]er  deigns  to  owe  a  dish,  the  duty  of  a  waitorii 
%c)ty  ftrdooas.  The  plan  pursued  at  taMe>kNeai 
^B^a  in  every  other  part  of  the  United  Stateswlnel 
T^llfeUre  visiJbed,  is  this:  When  the  company is^ 
ittk^fh^ir  seats,  each  person  casts  his  eye'  rigM 
dad  left  along  the  whole  range  of  the  table,  for  iitt 
|)tfrpode  of  noting  what  is  the  nature  of  ita4rt>ulstit8. 
'A'ctsboh'asi  'hei  has  fixed  uponf  a  portievilais  diA^ 
caHs  out  for  it  to  the  waiter^  who  brings  it  frOiti'tS 
station  on' the  table,  and,  setting  it  before  the  pMsofi 
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ysght  aaktd  ^  at,  waitii  .until  be  imar^rvod  wlf^t* 
^wm  part  of  it  Jie  frebn^  apd  than  retuniB  jt  toilai 
former  situation. ,  >  Tbi&  piraetioe  creatA^.a  .gre^t 
deal  of  cofli&isioa-;  -for^  4 wing  the  wboU  o£..}ji^ 
tepMt)  nothing  .can;  be.  h#ard  but  crjesof'  ^^  WftiM;;! 
bring  ine  thia !"  and  ^^  Waiter^  bring  me  tbeoftliitr  4}[|l 
aMd4iQibiiig  oan^  betneea,  bat  waiter  bonpic^  ag^lpM 
Winter,  and  dish  rattling  against  dish.  Thera  119  f^f 
sqrtjofeerraftOAjr. observed  at  the  moet.fa«bieff|et^ 
hoimee^;  for  as  soon  as  a  gentleman  Jhns  bi^^ibM^iIw^ 
appetite,  he  rises  from  his  seajt^  and,  ^alk^^  q^ 
in,  tha  Piazza,  begins  to.  smoke  hia  s^gi^*;  ,i']?^ft 
generality  of  Americans  eat  so  fast^  -thatrove^o^ligl^ 
•appose  they  were  engaged  in  det^rmiaiBg  a  w||g$ff  j 
for  by  the  time  that  a  man  of  modemlion^.botl^.aA 
}|  refipects  the  quantity  whidi  he  eats  ai»d  i}^.lAi^fi 
whiph  he  consames  in  masticatioin,  has  nearly  dqpp 
bid  dinner,  the  whole  table  is  deserted  .as. well; l^iigf 
|Jie  eompany  as  by  the  meats.  I  have  hitherto  tft^r 
|fi^n  of  the  visitors  to  Saratoga  as  if  tiiey  werf.^9!^ 
gentlemmi ;  but  I  should  not  forget .  to  say^i  ii^ 
mwy-.  ladies  resort  to  the  springs  of  this  pV^ 
thoiigh  few  of  them,  I  think,  on  aeoount  oi^^f 
fidcness  they  wish  to  get  rid  d.  At  dsos^/i^ 
HaU,  the  house  which  I  have  just  described,,  xt^rf 
jfviere  ladies  whom  I  had  frequently  the  plewvjE^^f 
Hfoe^g  in  a  morning  at  a  neighbouring  sprjuffl^ 
ottUed  the  Congress  Spring.  They  used  to  m^  f 
fcigidar  practice  qf  drinking  a  small  portion,  of  tiie 
yf^iexB;  and  I  then  thought,  from  the  emaciated  ntd 
i^ow  appeaarance  of  their  countenances,  th^y  ,did 
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ifii>  lor  tie  purpose  of  earing  ike  Jaandide  or  8om« 
other  similar  isomplaint.  But  whm  I  armei  ift 
New  York  asd  ofaiarTed  the  fitees  of  the  fewiei 
in  that  eity,  I  found  that  these  were  charaoteristie 
at  the  Amerioan  females^  and  by  no  meana  betolMwd 
sickness  or  ill  health. 

^  Ataahort  distance  from  the  Congress  Spring,  iirf 
tott'  the  West  side  of  a  valley  wtich  bounds  the 
fidttern  fiode  of  the  village  of  Saratoga^  then  i 
WDiber  spring  called  '^  the  High  Rock.''  Therodk 
l«^)  which  this  spring  ia  enclosed  is  in  the  8hi4)lx»(i 
JHMh^  &»  diameter  of  whose  bape  is  nine  feet,  aa^ 
its  faelgiii  five  feet.  It  would  appear  to  hare  hm 
Ifermed -fay  the  gradual  concretion  of  partidM 
thrown  up  by  the  water^  which  formerly  overflowed 
toitusatnit^  through  a  small  openii^^  in  this  oeotre, 
aia^dydiveiged  regularly  from  the  apex  of  the  rook 
to  the  circumference  of  its  base.  The  water  sour 
Mdy'risea  within  two  feet  of  the  brink  of  tfaeTock, 
.whteh  has  umformly  been  the  case  since  the  fsflof 
M'tree  that  struck  upon  it,  uid,  as  the  volgier  liaVB 
anpposed,  created  a  fissure  in  the  side  <rf  the  stone 
which ^  let  out  the  water  and  prevented.it  feim 
issuing  as  formerly  from  the  top. 

This  opinion,  however,  may  be  doubted.  Tka 
/altedrataon  in  the  escape  or  the  rise  of  the  water  kas 
ibost  probably  been  occasioned  by  the^ec^y  of  tke 
eook^  which,  as  the  formation  of  it  waa  oommenoed 
on  the  natural  surface  of  the  earth,  .may  •bave 
jfieldad  to  the  perpetual  motion  of  th«  water,  ^ 
at  lepgth. made. an  outlet  betwixt  its  deeayeid  liv^ 
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md^  tiie  loose  earth  on  mhitik  it  ivM^  wiffn^y 
Ibumded.  This  tupposition  is  conttderaUy  foroor^di 
by  tiie  exteraai  aspeot  of  thtf  base  of  the  rook  cm 
its  Eastern  idde^  which  has  already  yi^ded  MMtral 
inches  of  its  thickness  to  the  pendtratiftg  itto^einf»lAa 
of  public  cariosity. 

Most  of  the  other  minerel  springs^for  Mfhiphithcr 
vicinity  of  Saratoga  is  so  fMtaoiis,  are  to.  belo.imdl 
between  fixe  two  to  which  I  have  already  aUadifid^ 
the  Congress  and  the  High  Rock*  At  tibfl  twp 
chief  ones  among  these,  namely » the  HamUfoo/apiA 
the  Monroe^  large  and  commodioiis  baflis,lia!!>e' 
been  builtt  which  are  commonly  resorted  t^.idsitinlg 
Summer^  as  much  for  purposes  of  pleasure  asiitf 
health. 

The  following  description  of  the  pvopertiestaod 
uses  of  the  Saratoga  Springs  has  been  given  by  X)s# 
Jo&H  H.  Stbbi.^.  residing  at  the  plac0 :  '   <  *  ^ 

^*  Those  which  have  become  the  most  diiffHni 
guished  at  Saratoga  Springs,  are  the  CoilgrtsS^ 
Columbian  9  Hamilton,  Flat  Rook,  High  Hwah, 
and  President ;  and  those  at  Ballston  Spa>  av^  (the 
Old  Springs  Wadiington,  and  Low's.  Of  thc^, 
the  Congress  nnqatetionaUy  ranks  first  as  ab 
aeidttloas  saline.  One  gallon,  or  HSl  eiilne  inches 
of  this  water,  contains,  agreeably  to  an  amd^isif 
which  I  made  several  years  ago,  and  wfaicibj  sub* 
sequent  experiments  fully  confirm,  676v  grains  of 
solid  substance,  in.  a  perfect  state  of  solution^  Of 
this  something  mure  than  two-thirds  is  muriate 
of  soda  or  common  salt,  more  than  one-fourth  car- 
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h^MatBotitoh*  >  Bot  what  more  paortieuiarly  da»^ 
lingriiBhes  »  and  oharaotettMi  .tlte  witter  of  tUs 
«piaa|^i(  ia  tbe  faol  that  it  ooHtaiii%  the  moment  it  k 
dip|MBd^  nearly  one*half  more  than  ita  bulk  of  etth* 
bdnic  acid  gas^  a  quantity  hitherto:  aaproMcbnled 
in  <  Any'  <imtapaL  watcnns,  u  azoept  those  oT  this 
ooiiiitiv}^4 '  'I  .   ■  I.   ,    -  .. 

^tM.  Thai' Colombian  is  mi  acidulooa.  chalyfaiateT 
^ccnatamJIH  ^ains  ofai^contentatotbe  gdlon, 
iiinif^i9vi}h4Urdaof  whiehia^muriate  of  goda^iboBt 
(oAoMhlbd  otttdbooate  of  Ume^  aeT4in  and  a  half  gnim 
fjfiiearboaate  of  iron^  and  a  amall  proportion:  of 
tiio*eaibobat#  of  soda  and  magnesia.  It  omtama 
UtmVlmg'^mne  than  its  bulk  of  oarbomc  notf 
^as^i'^i'tJ-i'i  '    '  •  . .  J 

h'iH  The>  Flat  Rook  is  likewise  an  aeiduibas  ehtif* 
blbte» '  Itr  oontaina  the  same  quantity  of  iron  a 
tiierOotiimbian,' but  a  bsa  proportion  of  theariipa 
ingredients^  while  it  contains  rather  morOi  of  tte 
gdleMi»|(TOt>slrfy.  iJ 

'<  The  H^iitoii,  Iligh  Rockland  President^  art 
iflyf ,  iheir  eroUd  contents  being.  oraipDiaa  of 
ibUrMte  of  ^oda^  in  the  proportion  of  firom  ^iim^ 
tiadfiib^twiMhirda^  and  earbcHsato  of  limo.inv|he 
pfojiortibirof  abontone«-^rd.  TfaeyUkewiiriii-tiBBi 
tffiniroiiy  caHionltte  of  soda  and  magnesia^  in  oan^ 
lidi^rablo  i^anttt&es, -and  more  tha»  their  Inilk  of 
gas. 
<:x^s{  At^  BalUtotiSpa, -the  mineral  waten  aU^bflong 
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ooBlaJM  25d;fViMbui*of  sM^idf€dirtiute'te  V0dk»^ 
■ometbiag.  mom,  thta  ione4Htlf  of  wfaiohi  ia  mrtwittff 
of  loda^  a  li4tle  Jms  thanoneH^third  jmr1gK»iake:>af 
time^  and  the  ramainder  b^oarbotilite  of  uagji^iicif  ^ 
Boda^  and  seven  and  a  half  glrains^of  i^oxii  v  Jft  Ij^qetr 
viw^. contains  mcnre  than  its  bulk  oi  ga««{  *  j.^  oui^  :< 
.  ^5  Hie  Wa^kington  eontaiifs  S36  grains  a£iaoliii 
contents  to  the  gallon,  more  than  one-?halfuJo€ 
wUuA  is  manate  of  sod%  nearly  oiie-*&uHH  dAr- 
bonate  of  lime^  and  thte  same  quantity  ^i>£itmioail 
tlw  old  springy  and  about  l-*13tk  of  nuigneia^imiA 
soda«  There  is  another  wdll>  oaUad  tiie  itmiskAt^ 
ilose  to  the  Washington^  and  apparanUirtJssoii^ 
firom  the  same  aperture  in  the  earth>  wfaidk(3saiii 
tains  13  or  14  grains  more  in  its  mjiid  ^poiMaaiat 
This  excess  is  in  the  quantity  of  the  muriata«ia| 
soda*  The  waters  of  both  these  fouQtairta/  tee 
naper^saturated  with  the  araial  acid,  wliile  ithtf 
supar^abimdant  gas  is  continually  esoafrfng  kO  ktU 
mCotiSB  qnanttties,  t  y:;an 

^^  Low's  Spring  contains  the  same  articdea\a9t<Ui^ 
fixregoingy  but  somewhat  less  in  quantity^i. .  .  i'i  * 
'  ^^  The  temperature  of  the  water  in  all  tih^Ka 
wrib  b  abont  the  same,  ranging  from  4^iU^[iMi 
digrew  oa  Rthrenkeifs  scale;  and  ibey.sufii^i'iin^ 
scsMibte  aiteratium  frMn  any  variation  hk  ih^  iifmtr 
pamture  of  th^  atmosjdiere ;  neither  dc^;tjW)Viaaiaf 
tiona  of  the  seasons  appear  to  liaret  saifah/<eAKift 
on  the  quantity  of  water  produced. 
V^^The  wid^ts  are  remarkably  Iimpi^;att^ii9^ben 
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first  dipped^  sparkle  with  all  the  life  of  good  Clunk 
pagne.  The  saline  waters  bear  bottling  ^ery  iPdl, 
particularly  the  Congress^  immense  qaantttm  of 
which  are  put  up  in  this  way,  and  transported  to 
various  parts  of  the  world ;  not,  however,  withoat 
a  considerable  loss  of  its  gaseooB  property,  vhieh 
renders  its  taste  much  mora  insipid  than  whiM 
drunk  at  the  well.  The  chalybeate  water  is  like- 
wise put  up  in  bottles  for  transportation,  but  a  twy 
trifling  loss  of  its  gas  produces  an  immediate  pt<h 
eipitation  of  its  iron ;  and  hence  this  water,  wh«ii 
it  has  been  bottled  for  some  time,  frequently  be* 
comes  turbid,  and  finally  loses  every  trace  of  irai; 
this  flubstaace  fixing  itself  to  the  walls  of  tb» 
boUle. 

I  ^^The  most  prominent  And  perceptible  effioM  d 
these  waters,  when  taken  into  the  stomach,  m 
Gathartio^  Diuretic,  and  Tonick.  They  are  mA 
Used  in  a  great  vuiety  of  complaints ;  but  the  ii^ 
eaaes  in  which  they  are  most  efficacious  are. 

Jaundice  and  bilious  afi^tions  generally^ 

Dyspepsia* 

Habitual  costiveness. 
^  Hypochondriacal  complaints. 

'Depraved  appetite. 

Oaleulous  and  nephritic  complaints. 

Phagedenic  or  ill-conditioned  ulcers. 

Cutaneous  eruptions. 

Chronic  rheumatism. 

Some  species  or  states  of  gout. 

Some  species  of  dropsy. 
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Paralyeia. 

SoorlHido  9.ffMtkH[ift  ond  old  cicbrbalio  tibcm* 
;.  Amenorrkea. 

Dywienorrhea  aad  chk>ro0b. 
.  ^^  In  phth»is>  Uki.  indeed  m  all  other  pulmonary 
afiec^ions  arisii^g  from  primary  diseases  at  the  lungB^ 
tlM  pi»tec9  »fe  m^festly  injurioos^  and  evidently 
ififA  to  increale  the  virulende  of  the  diaeeee* 

^<  Much  iateirest  has  been  ekoited  on  the  mifajeei 
i^f.tbe  soRrep  of  these  singalar  waters,  bat  no  ve^ 
searoh^shave  w^yet  unfolded  the  myatery.    The 
l^vge  proportiQn  of  common  salt^  found  among 
their  constituent  properties,  may  be  accounted  for 
without  much  difiSculty ;    all  the  salt-springs  of 
Europe,  as  well  as  those  of  America,  bradg  found  in 
g0ol(]^ioal    situations,    exactly  corresponding  <k> 
4hf»e.*  But  the  production  of  the  unexampled  quan^ 
tity  of  durbonic  acid  gas,  the  medium  through  wiiieh 
the  other  articles  we  held  in  solution,  is  yet,  and 
probably  will  remain,  a  subject  of  mere  speculation. 
The  low  atid  regular  temperature  of  the  water 
seems  to  forbid  the  idea,  that  it  is  the  effect  of  sub* 
terranean  htot,  as  many  have  supposed }  and  the 
total  absence  of  any  mineral  aoid^  excepting'  the 
muriatic,  which  is  comhined  with  soda,  does  away 
the  possibility  of  its  being  the  effect  of  any  combi- 
nation of  that  kind.     Its  productimi  is  therefbre 
truly  unacountable.'^ 

Before  I  proceed  any  further  in  the  narrative  of 
my  journey  to  New  York,  I  shall  make  a  lew 
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raflectioiui  on  tfae  aBpe6t  of  the  ^^mtdtty  Ibel^^ 
Lewivton  and  8tfatoge.  WhMi  oooi^miI^  ^with 
ihd^oefuntry  in  which  I  had  ^hen<  resided  for  ss^fld 
years^  is  respect  to  jpic^Mrea^ti^  %omteryy  it  kas  a 
decided  advantage ;  for  it  is  not,  Vbe- Upper  Cta- 
niida^  ^ a. plain  and  levd  cotmtry^  bat  k  pleirti- 
fttlly  in£er8per8ed  witii  hill  ft^  Bale;  which  'ccm- 
tdlriil^  maoh  to  vwf  the  mda^tdnow  appetfMtici& 
that  a  JaAd  so  partially  cleared  aifd  settled  laldM' 
bthetwue  nndoiibtediy  preaeat.  But  wiieti  the 
pffbdvctiyenen  of  the  soil^  in  that  part  <^  the 
Ameriean  Conthient  to  which  I  now  more  irame* 
dNileiy  jtSn^  \m  compared  witfi^'  the  settled':  er 
UQialftlad.t^wnships  of  Upper  Canada^  ihe  palm 
must  ceHainly  be  yielded  to  the  latter.  In  the 
^hbk.d6hra0of  my  journey  to  Saratoga  frtnn  the 
Kiagfisat'f  t]|irer>  I  do  not  recbUeot  to  teiv«  obaerred 
«]«jtigki  ttore  of  what  might  be  called  excelletU  tandy 
liftthttlrrfiexcoption  of  theine  allovial  beds  on  She 
Mo^QJKrk  iriv^r,  to  whioh  I  have  alladed^  in  a  pre- 
Ofiliiiig  part  of  my  narrative.  Every  other  portien 
4CiJihe  ocHintry  through  which  I  passed^  i^pasM^ 
t(»j^Qsiitt  of  a  light  sandy  sail,  without  any  nthp- 
iA9aJpf^that  vegetable  moaldy  whioh  fotrua Unr 
s^ipeii^MT  stratum  of  all  knds  in  the  Pi^¥inoe  of 
Uppt^r  Canada,  of  whatever  nateriaLi  ^  the'  sdb* 
slntttvon  may  ba  composed.  While  I  resided  m 
Cimada^  lit  was  frequently  a  sabject  of  astMMn 
ment  ta  nie>  that  so  many  of  the  inhabitaniaof  the 
State. ef  New.  York  should  emigrate  t^  tfaat^oitn*' 
tfy^  obat'  wheor  I  anrlved  in  the'^Stnttf  aij^sjll^ 
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mud  liad  '  ca».  oppdttunity   of   aiBoeirtaiiiing'.  flbet 
^Bgtee  ei  eneonvageiAent  whiok  it  hdd  oat  td 
agrieuUnrJBtey  I  aoon  disoovered  a  sufficient  reaMii: 
for  wBLcik  an  exohange  of  countries^  in  tke  great 
inferiority  of  the  toil  of  New  York  to  that  of 
Uppeir.  Canada.     Another   oauie  may  be  fomdy 
that  i9  not  less  effectual  i  than  thift^  in  the  diflbrenoer 
of  price  liar,  which  kadie  obtained  in  thewrevpeitt^t 
km  porbi  of  Ameriea;  for,  while  eight  dollar^  am 
acre  are  asked  for  iaferiorlamd  in  the  State  of  N€iw> 
York>  land  of  a  greatly  superior  qnalityiinay  b^ 
proaared  in  Upper  Canada  for.  two.  d^lhnvvanA 
firaqaently  for  one^  per  acrtf.    Snoh^  again}  are^thii^ 
etffevets  ot  the  spirited  exertions  used  by  tielAlnMMJi 
ric^nsfaithe  improrement  of  their  country  T     ^  ^^^i 
...From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  ITnited^fltatdi/^ir 
donMive^  the  advantages  which  they  piesMill'  ti(t 
Qtnigranls  of  any  class  are  so  trivial^  in  compiq^isiiif : 
wifth  tjhoseof  Canada^  that  I  wonder  heof. any  ^nl^     « 
vohfii  has  Uved  in   Great  Britain  or  Zrdatidy  batf 
r^uoQUoile- it  to  his  prudence  or  his  patrio^sqiyito^ 
<}hoo«M»  a   rendeaoe    in   an  hostile  4}o«itry  anidt 
h^iCQme  .sul^eet  to  the  levelling  laws  of  a^RcA^ 
piiblicy  iWiiw   he  mi^  enjoy  privileges  mailtf 
9ipre  «0sttaBsive  in  the  British  ColonieA^— ^to  ^j^iye 
nothing:  of  the  aaperior  fertility  and  cheapilify 
qf  the  iMkd.    For  my  part^  J  have  always  ente«u 
tained  such  a  warm  attachment  to  the  laws  anil 
o0iMtitutiott   of  my  own  country^  that^*  even  if 
thci  case  w^re   reversed  in  regard  to  the  eneoa^ 
cagements  to  husbandry,  and  the  scale  of*  ferttf ity 
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nA  €iheftpiiMB  word  in  &Towr  of  Hm-  Uiim  mA 
agaiMt  the  Britidi  Dommicnui^  I  woukt  atSi  pm* 
Im  ^^^the  breadi  of  curefuhiess"  m  Ciinacl%  to>4ks 
comuc0jpia  of  the  United  Statetu  It  miMt  hs 
tery  imphttsant  for  any  truly  pairiotiG  sabjiect  oC 
hk  Britannic  Majesty,  who  entertains  the  sHg^ 
est  regard  for  the  pecwilkrly  noble  and  liwral 
iofllitatiom  of  hi»  eountry,  to  live  in  ^Aoty  |iart 
e£  the  United  States ;  for  ho  ean  scareely  poaa  m 
day  of  his  life,  except  he  be.  entirely  aeolnded 
from  the  society^  of  men^  without  hearing  ermy 
tiiAsg  whieh  he  considers  valuable  in  the  Bfttislr 
constitation,  and  praiseworttiy  itt  the  conduct  ^ 
those  Statesmen  who  sapport  it,  vilified  and 
condemned. 

After  remainiEg^  a  few  days  at  Saratoga,  i  tbok 
my  departure  for  New  York  in  <^e  Stiage-^iow^, 
in  company  with  Mr.  Waring,  and  twd  other 
ife^  York .  gentlemen,  having  leH  Mr«  BbrtMf 
hiehand.  We  passed  through  the  villages  of  Btaft* 
ston,  Waterford,  Lansingborgh,  and  the^  eity^  lof 
Troy.  The  situation  of  Troy  is  vwy  beaattfol  y 
beiAg  bounded,  on  the  Eastern  ^de^  by  a  eoiiK 
siderable  range  of  hills,  delightfiiUy  intarsperaad 
with  woods;  and,  on  the  Western,  by  tile  river 
Budsom  The  population  is  about  8/)00,  ttid  the 
appearance  of  the  city  is  very  flattering. 

We  arrived  before  noon  in  the  city  of  AUmiiy, 
which  i^  the  capital  of  the  State  of  New  Yovkf 
and  about  six  miles  from  Troy.  Thon^i  ieui^ 
of  the  streets   are  narrow:  and    lasigniAnaii^  .hi 
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^imt  appeBTWice^  mmj  of  the  kooses  are  6f  ele* 
gant  oonflfruQttoiii.  But  there  are  othen,  which,* 
from  their  jpeouUar  atrueture^  strongly  remind 
the  spectator  of  the  original  Dutch  settlers.  They 
are  principally  built  of  wood^  and  the  roof  is 
made,  afiber  the  umbrella  fashion^i  to  prtarjeet 
entirely  over  the  baleoliy  of  the  second  story» 

At  Albany,  we  embarked  on  board  a  fine  steam-* 
Tessel,  called,  if  I  rightly  remember,  <^  the  Chan-* 
cellor  liyiiigstoBM^."  The  distance  from  Albany 
to  New  York  is  about  160  miles,  and  the  farel 
six  dollars,  or  27  shillings,  including  aoconmioda- 
iions  of  every  description. 

The  River  Hudson^  along  which  we  sailed  tq 
New  York,  has  been  celebrated  by  many  eml* 
Bent  neii  aa  the  most  picturesque  and  magnifi- 
cent river  in  America;  but  I  canfess,  that,  jn 
my  opinion,  the  St.  Lawrence  is  much  mora 
mmifioently  endowed  with  these  qualities..  Not«« 
withstanding  the  preference  which  I  feel  myseli? 
constrained  to  give  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  as  that 
which,  having  been  first  seen,  was  calculated  to 
make  the  most,  lively  impression  on. my  mind,  I 
cannot  bat  acknowledge  at  the  same  time,  that 
tile  Hudson  possesses  many  of  those  traits  which 
entitle  it  to  ihe  classical  reputation  it  has  gained  of 
being  ^^  the  Tyber  of  America." 

West  Point,  an  important  post  of  the  American 
army  during  the  revolutionary  war,  stands  on  the 
West  bank*  of  the  Hudson,  near  the  entrance  of  the 
Highlands^    TUs  village  consists  of  a  small.num** 
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1^,  of  boiMi^  aad  a  Bfilitary  AMdnoy,  ^^ 
•  large  plain  whkdi  forma  tha  Iwik^f  thirinr^ 
A  moat  melancholy  event  moat  ever  be  aiaouiital 
with  the  acenea  which  aarromtid  Weat  Poiati— 
tlie  death  of  the  gallant  Major  Andr^.  This  aafor* 
tun^kte  young  officer^  who  was  only  twenty^^niai 
yeara  old  at  the  time  of  hiagmng  to  Amerifa,  bdl, 
en  account  of  the  amiableneaa  of  hia  diapod&m 
and  hia  luperior  aequirementa^  obtained  the  eatiia 
confidence  of  hia  oflbera^  and  waa  deeidedly  tha 
javoiirite  of  the  British  army«  He  had  made  iim^ 
aelf  early  familiar  with  the  learned  lore  of  oImm 
antiquity 9  and  waa  considerably  akilled  in  ttefti* 
arta  of  paintmg,  poetry,  and  muaic.  In  hia  yaatb 
he  had  formed  a  violent  attachment  tat  a  hdf^ 
whom  he  waa  accuatomed  to  address  in  his  ^liitloi 
by  the  name  of  Delia.  To  her  he  devoted  alL.iia 
leiaore  he  could  apare  from  the. laborious oeoqpp^ 
tion  of  a  mercantile  profession^  and  to  hiai.lhl 
waa  the  only  aource  of 

Joy  and  grief,  and  hope  and  fear, 

if 

until  by  one  sad  fatal  blow^  her  unezpeofed  Wtit^ 
riage  with  a  more  successful  but  not  a  nuti 
deserving  competitor,  he  was  driven  to  a^  ii 
the  restless  life  of  a  soldier,  a  refuge  from  A^ 
unrest  and  the  anguish  of  his  wounded  heart. 

l%e  fallowing  is  the  character  given  of  Idm  hf 
hia  biographer : 

^  There  waa  aoiQcthing  singukriy  intereatiagv 
the  character  and  fortunes  of  Andr^.     To  «i 
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i^iftd  ana  tttaiftiet»,''arid'  th^'  advantages'*  6f^^ 
piBK^g  person.  '  His  knowledgie  appeateH^'wftlt-* 
out  ostentation.  His  sentiment^'  were  'dleralteSj 
and  inspired  esteem;  fes-tlieyTiad  'a  ibfltieiss^^at ' 
(M^ciliated  'nffecUon.  His  elocati6h  was  grticcf-'. 
f&l';  iikr>addt'es3  ^a^j  polite,  and  insimiating;*'  '•• 

iMCiSy  <}|J3  meHt^  he  had  acquired  the  omlirafited 
dW^fidenee  <)f  his  General,  and  was  making^'rapiA 
pfbgtefA  in  mlMtary  rank  and  repirtatibn/^  ( 'Btrt^^^ 
ifi  'the"  height  \}t  his   cateer,  lldshed  witff  H^ 
hr^s  from  the  execution  of  a  pn)j^t  the  tioyi^ 
b^fieial  to  his  pitrt^r  tha«  could '  be  devitieicl,  >il^t3^ 
aCbn^e'preeipitated  from  the  summit  of  prc^s^ewt);^,^^ 
ajbd'^sees  allthe  expectations  of  his  ambition  blasted jf'' 
ah*  himself  ruined.*^  .'.m*  t  U  '<;f 

•^fter  B' short  but  brfUiant  career  in  the' seSPVtee*^ 
of4jisWiirtry,  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  this  dietiir^uisb^A  > 
officer  to  consummate  his  farne^  and  secm^  M^ 
immortality,  by  the  treaty  which  he  made  with 
the  tmitor  Arnold,  for  the  cession  of  West  Point, 
and  #1^  Ameviean  forces  nnderhis  eomm^^  ;ta>; 
tl^3ri1j^b  army.    The  agents  onthe  part  i>f  o)^^ 
cMii||Ey>  w*re  Colonel  BQbinsoD,-r.-wha  had  J^fiiy^i^^i 
q^i^ad  tike  revolutionary  servioe  and  joiiicidUthftt, 
royal  army  at  New  York,--rand  M«3pr  AnAt^ 
T^y  tbtdfi^sq^dnt  cpapwiuiieatioiiswitb  tbeiAo^ 
rioan  General  Arnold,  from  on  board*  the  Vultucff 
Si|j|<^r^  wwi  tbeii  lying  ^  HaYerstraw  ^^y^jtm 
i^j^sjfflow  §J^y»and  Ven^aci>k>  Poji*U,/_j  i_* 

VolT  II.  ^  ,    ^     Aa 
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A  night  in  September^  1780,  wns  appointed 
for  the  &tlil  meeting  between  Arnold  wd  Andre, 
Under  tbe  pretence  of  eorresponding  with  the 
BHti^h  Q^neral  on  tbecmbject  of  a  treaty  of  peace, 
Ar^aold  bad  racceed^d  in  engaging  in  bi?  eenrice  a 
respectable  and  intelligent  pitiwn  of  th^  name  ai 
Smith,  A  boat  wap  despatched  to  the  Volturo 
Sloop  of  War,  wbiqb  then  iay  across  the  Bay  of 
Hayerstraw,  nixA^r  the  direotjon  of  thisi  n^an,  to 
eonvey.  the  British  agent  to  the  upot  fix^d  apoa 
by  Arnold  for  their  mterriew,  \^hen  the  papen 
wbipb  he  brongbt  were  examined^  thoy  were  found 
to  consist  of  a  pai»  for  Colonel  Robiimiii,  and  a 
blwk  one  for  the  person  who  eboaU  be  wleoted 
for  the  important  trust  of  aocompattying  bim.  In 
the  latter,  the  name  of  John  Anderson  was  iaaetted ; 
and  under  this  appellative  Andr^  Qonsente^  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  shore,  from  which  he  waa  destined 
never  to  return.  The  plaoe  appointed  for  the 
interview  was  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  called  '^  the 
Long  Close,^'  on  the  Western  side  of  iha  River 
llttdspn.  General  Arnold  had  repaired  to  tbii 
rendezvous;  and  Mejor  Andr^,  upon  hia  arrival 
at  the  spot,  found  that  offioer  concealed  in  a  shady 
oopse  of  firs,  whiph  was  the  scene  of  their  aabis^ 
quent  coiifbrence.  After  a  close  cQnyemtiQa> 
which  continued  till  the  morning  of  the  foUov* 
ing  day,  it  was  judged  impossible  for  the  Mi^or 
to  return  without  being  obsierved  from,  tb^  ^4j^ 
cent  forts  of  Stoney  and  Verplancl^'s  Point,  He 
was   therefore    conducted   to   the    residence  of 
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iSinitb^  the  person  who  bad  brought  him  to  the* 
shore,  where  he  exchanged  his  military  dress  for 
a  suit  of  plain  clothes,  and  set  oat  in  the  even- 
ing, in  company  with  Smith  and  under  a  pass' 
from  the  American  General,  for  Whitfe  t'lains. 
They  spent  the  first  night  of  their  journey  at  the- 
house  of  one  Mr.  Mac  Koy,  about  eight  mile? 
from  the  place  of  their  departure.  On  the  next 
day  without  any  sort  of  interruption,  they  rode  as^ 
far  as  Pine  Bridge,  which  crosses  the  Proton  river^ 
a  branch  of  the  Hudson.  At  this  place,  Andr6 
took  leave  of  his  guide,  and,  when  he  had  taken 
the  proper  instruetions  respecting  his^  route^  hei 
departed ;  but  he  had  not  ridden  many  miles,  when^ 
he  was  stopped  by  three  militia-men,  who  were 
on  the  scout  between  the  outposts  of  the  hostile^ 
armies.  They  arrested  his  progress  at  a  place  in. 
the  vicinity  of  Tarry-town,  by  seizing  hold  of  thei 
bridle  of  his  horse  as  he  passed  through  a  narrow 
part  of  the  road.  The  Major,  instead  of  producing; 
the  pass  which  he  had  obtained  from  Arnold^ 
demanded  who  they  were  and  to  which  army  ^hey 
belonged ;  and  when  the  crafty  fellows  answered^ 
*'  To  below,"  without  any  suspicion  of  a  fraud  h^ 
rejoined,  ^^  So  do  I ;''  and,  declaring  that  he  was 
an  English  officer,  requested  that  they  would  noit 
detain  him  as  he  was  engaged  in  the  transaction  of 
some  important  business.  He  waa^  however,  soon^ 
given  to  understand,  that  a  mere  request  would 
not  procure  his  release;  and  when  he  perceived 
their  unwillingness  to  let  him  go^  he  offered  them 
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a  Tcry  costly  gold  watoh.  But  tberreadinegs  whicb 
he  evinced  to  make  so  great  a  sacrifice,  rather 
than  submit  to  be  held  prisoner^  only  increased 
the  suspicions  of  his  captors,  and  induced  them  to 
lead  him  aside  and  examine  his  person.  They  had 
not  searched  long,  before  they  discovered  a  quan- 
tity of  papers  in  Arnold's  handrwriting,  relating 
to  the  force  and  defence  of  West  Point,  concealed* 
in  his  boots. 

When  the  disclosure  was  made,  by  the  Ameri- 
can* to  the  proper  authorities,  despatches  were 
instantly  forwarded  to  the  head  quarters  of  Gene- 
rel  Washington^  apprising  him  of  the  circumstance, 
and  a  letter  was  at.  the  same  time  sent  from  Major 
Andr6  to  General  Arnold,  complaining  of  hb 
seizure  and  imprisonment.  On  account  of  some 
blunder  of  the  messenger  to  General  Washington, 
intelligence  of  the  affair  reached  Arnold  some 
time  before  W^diington  had  received  any  inform- 
ation respecting  it.  As  soon  as  Arnold  had 
read'  the  letters,  he  mounted  the  messenger's 
horse,  and  immediately  galloped  down  a  steep 
hill  which  led  to  the  river,  and  jumping,  into  one 
of  the  boats  which  were  always  in  readiness  to 
pass  to  and  from  West  Point,  directed  the  rowei* 
to  bear  dt)wn  the  river  to  the  Vulture  Sloop  of 
War.  In  the  mean  time  General  Washington 
had  received  the  despatches ;  and  scarcely  had 
Arnold  passed  by  the  points  of  Stoney  and  Ver- 
planck,  when  Colonel  Hamilton  arrived  at  tJie 
latter  place  with  orders  to  arrest  him; 
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The  23d  of  September  was  the  day  of  Megor 
Andre's  detention ;  and  on  the  29th  of  the  same 
month,  a  board  ^of  General  'Officers,  ^ho  were 
appointed  by  Washington,  determined,  that  Major 
John  Andr6,  Adjutant  General  of  the  British 
Army,  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  spyfromthe 
enemy,  and  that,  a^preeably  to  the  law  of  nations^ 
he  ought  to  suffer  death. 

This  sentence  was  opposed,  on  the  ground  that 
Andre  was  admitted  into  the  American  camp, 
under  the  protection  of  a  flag,  and  at  the  immedi^ 
ate  instance  of  Arnold,  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  district,  from  whom  he  had  a  right  to  demand 
a  passport  and  a  safe  return.  The  sentence  might 
have  been  waved,  if  the  British  had  consented  ta 
deliver  Arnold  into  the  custody  of  the  American 
army,  ^ut  as  that  was  refused  by  the  British 
<7eneral,  Andr6  was  executed  on  the  2d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1780,  at  Tappan,  or  Orangetown,  where  his 
remains  were  subsequently  deposited. 

Thus,  in  the  midst  of  bis  years,  and  notwith- 
standing all  the  accomplishments  of  nature  and  of 
education  for  which  he  was  admired. and  esteeme4 
by  his  countrymen,  did  this  brave  and  unfortunate 
young  man  fiedl  a  prey  to  his  laudably  ambitious 
jthirst  for  the  glory  and  the  honour  of  his  country^ 
•and  the  augmentation  of  his  well-deserved  laii* 
rels  and  his  high  reputation.  Like  Nelson,  and  a 
Jong  train  of  British  heroes,  he  died  at  a  moment 
caost  favourable  to  the  consummation  of  his  future 
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fitaie,  and  lived  not  to  tamiflli  the  honoiiiB  vAiA 
he  had  acquired. 

A  dftoent  respect  to  his  memory  eaiued  tlie  Bri- 
iish  Goverziinetity  some  time  ago,  to  bring  hit 
remains  to  England,  at  their  own  expenoe ;  where 
they  have  been  placed  in  the  family  vault  of  his 
most  graciions  Majesty.  When  his  remains  were 
opened  in  America,  it  was  diseorered  that  the 
roots  of  a  cypress-tree  close  by,  bad  very  poeti- 
l!ally  entwined  their  branches  round  the  akull  <^ 
the  young  hero«  This  tree,  it  is  said,  at  pressnt 
ambellisfaes  the  |arivate  garden  of  George  IV. 

Another  object  of  interest  to  me,  as  a  stranger, 
Vas,  the  astonishing  range  of  hills,  cailed  the  Fish- 
kill  Mountains :  They  are  about  sixteen  miles  in 
width,  and  extend  along  both  sides  of  the  Hudson 
to  the  distance  of  twenty  miles*  The  height  of 
the  principal  moantain  has  been  estimated  at  1,66ft 
feet:  These  are  what  are  called  the  Highlands,  on 
the  South  side  of  which,  lU  the  entrance  from  New 
York,  there  is  the  site  of  an  old  Fort  on  Ver- 
planck's  Point,  opposite  to  which  stood  the  fort  of 
Stoney  Point.  Ten  miles  farther  on  the  North  is 
the  site  of  Fort  Montgomery* 

Beside  those  which  I  have  mentioiiied,  I  do  net 
jrecollect  any  other  objects  of  particular  interest 
In  the  intervals  between  my  arrivnl  at  these  difier^ 
ent  places,  my  attention  was  suflBciently  kept  os 
the  alert  by  the  beautiful  and  varied  scenery  of  the 
Hudson ;  and  I  arrived  at  New  York  quite  unex- 
pectedly, and  without  having  suffered  any  of  tfaat 
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On  landing  ffoto  ih^  baat^Inmde  m^ittirie*  fo» 
the  City  Hoi^l^  whither  I  pramedei  in  oompmf 
with  another  ^entleiuBiiy  bating  prervioiidy  pro^ 
cured  a  porter  to  earry  my  luggage  in  his  track* 
As  I  passed  along,  I  'VTas  maeh  pleased  with  th* 
light  and  neat  appearance  of  the  eity#  Thd  hdilsea 
4ire  chiefly  built  of  brick,  and^  iike  Ifaoscr  whkk 
have  been  described  in  6ther  pto€»of  my  mirrativev 
aare  pointed  with  sr  bright  red^  i^if h  liifee  of  trkiie 
^rawH  over  the  morUtf. 

The  City  Hotel  is  a  ^rery  Idfge  buildings  five 
stories  high,  and  containing  se^enty-^htee^  ro6nHk 
It  i£^  the  best  hotel  in  the  pkce,  and  i^  frequctoted 
by  the  first  characters  in  the  coudtryV  The  dining- 
'toom  is  htfge^  ccttniaodioas,  and  weH^furriisbed ; 
but  the  bed^rootas^  like  cdmoitfc  all  others  m  Ame- 
rica,, have  beds  wHhaot  curtakis^  cotton  sheets,  aind 
are,  ist  other  I'espdots^  deficient  in  their  fan^itaf tf , 
^and  mack  inferior  to  ilnlny  Europiean  H€^le>  of 
mote  modest  pretensions^ 

The  company  take  all  their  meals  together^  aaft 
at  stafted  times  4  breakfeilt  at  ^ht,  diiizier  aihalf^ 
past  two,  tea  at  seire»^  atad  inpper  at  eie^en.  The 
provisions  and  all  Other  aecommodiitioBS'afe  of  an 
lexcelleni  description^  v^'Mm  tbe^excepfion  of  veget- 
.ables,  of  which  there  appeal^  to  be  a  great  defi- 
*cieney,  as  well  in  qualify  as  in  abandatsce^  Here, 
as  in  every  other  pktce,  every  one  at  table  helps 
kiiiiael^  and  colb  to  the  nearest  wailer  tc^  reach" 
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kim  the  diih  whiefa  he  prefera.'  B«fdfc  I  wkw  fhb 
practice  iu  New  Ywk^  I  imagined  it  to  be  oonfined 
to  the  other  plaocm  wheri  I  had  Mim  it ;  but  now 
I  conceive  it  is  general  throughout  the  Continent. 
The  chai^  for  board  and  lodging  per  week  ia  ten 
dollavs'.;  but  -for  wine  and  liquors  «^  every  kind 
there  ia  a  separate  price.  One  may  lodk  in  vain 
at  the  dinner-table  for  the  welcome  visit  <if  an  ale 
or  porter  glass,  for  no,  malt  liquor  is  ever  to  be 
seen :  Diluted  spirits  are  the  drink  which  ia  com- 
monsty  used,  and  before  any  of  this  can  be  obtwned, 
one  is  forced  to  call  to  the  waiter  and  tell  him 
one's  name  and  the  number  of  the  chamber,  to- 
gether with  the  order  a  boirey  which  he  delivers  nt 
the  bar,  and  immediately  returns  with  the  kind  and 
quaiiiity  required. 

Before  they^  have  swallowed  the  last  morsel, 
AmerieiBii  gentlemen  rise  from  the  table  withoot 
ally  regard  to  those  rules  of  etiqirette  which,  in 
Europe,  are  so  diestructive  of  liberty  and  imth^ 
pendence^  and  immediately  •  proceed  to  the  hsli 
or  bar-room  for  the  purpose  of  smoking  thdr 
s^gar^. 

'  The  public  edifices  of  New  York  are  numeroos, 
but  all  of  them  are  plainly  built  and  unworthy  of 
particular  notice,  excepting  the  City  Hall,  whidi 
is  a  large  and  elegant  structure,  composed  of  white 
marble.  This  building  is  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  the  Common  Council,  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Law,  and  to  the  various  officers  con- 
fleeted  with  these  departments ;  and  also  contains 
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present  at  the  sitting  of  one  of  the  Courts,  and  was 
nroeh'disapfKunted  on  finding,  that  Judges,  Oiiun* 
sellmn,  Jurymen5  and  spectators,  all  dressed  ali^e* 
It  appeared  to  me,  that  the  want  of  their  respep^ 
tivd  accoutrements,  in  wigs  and  gowns,  entirely 
divested  the  Judges  and  Barristers  of  that  dignity* 
fBXkd  Teiierahleness,  that  acuteness  and  sagacity^ 
whidi  distiligaish  the  lawyers  of  this  country* 

•  If  we  may  judge  of  the  religion  of  the  people 
of  New  York,  by  the  number  of  places  of  worship^ 
we  must  come  to  a  very  favourable  conclusion: 
For  there  are  no  less  than  82  buildings  of  this  kind 
in  the  city.  But  my  residence  was  not  long 
enough,  to  enable  me  to  form  any  accurate  estimate 
of  the  state  of  religion  or  of  morals. 

New  York  has  been  mentioned  by  some  writers 
as  a  dirty  city :   But  when  I  was  there^  it  struck 
me  as  being  perfectly  clean ;  I  observed  no  sort  df 
nuisance    within    its  boundaries,    excepting  pigs, 
which  are  improperly  suffered  to  partake  of  the . 
liberty  of  their  masters  and  to  go- at  large.    The 
shops  have  also  been  stigmatized  by  a  late  writer^ 
as  betraying  a  considerable  want  of  taste  and  clean- 
liness ;  and  the  same  person  complains^  that  large 
packages  of  goods  were  allowed  to  stmid  outside 
of  the  dooi*s,  obstructing  the  passage  of  the  alreel^^ 
This  may  have  been  the  case  some  years  ago,  ba| 
it  was  not  so  when  I  was  in  the  city.     In  mj 
'OJpiniQn,   the  shops  in  the  principal  streets,    anc 
especially  in,  that  of  Broadway,   are  every  way 
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•qiial    ta  atiy  that  we  see  in  Bond-^^sfareet  or  ii 
Lttdgnte^hilL 

The  gentlemen  of  New  Yotk  Imrn  abo  Wea 
represienied  M  negligent  of  tbeir  persona;  bvt  to 
me  the  reverse  appeared  to  be  the  ease :  For  neitlier 
in  PMtlaiid^place^  nor  Rotten-row,  norin  any  otlmr 
piaee  of  fssfhkmable  resort^  hare  I  seen  gentlemea 
more  elegantly  dressed,  or  who  seemed  to  be 
more  attentive  to  the  fashionable  outfit  of  their 
exterior*  They  are  tall  and  slight,  bot  generally 
rli«^made }  in  this  respect  differing  widely  from  the 
ladies,  who,  beside  being  slander  and  rather  high  in 
etaiure,  are  elegantly  formed^  The  getttlenwn  have 
the  advantage,  in  regard  to  the  features  of  the  face ; 
und  the  pallidness  of  their  complexion  mi^t  entitb 
them  to  the  appellationof  the  fair  sect,  rather  than  the 
kidieii^  who  have  idmost  universally  a  sallow,  siekly, 
and  emaciated  look.  The  females  of  Kew  Yorkare 
frequently  eenen  walking  through  the  streets,  noao- 
companied  by  gentlemen ;;  and  indeed  I  haversfnark- 
ed,  that,ihrougbdut  America,  the  women  riRseive  ftr 
less  att^ntibtt  from  the  men  then  is  eommonly  paid 
to  them  In  European  eounfries.  'Peflm^ytkm  aiy 
partly  arise  from  the  piuradoxi«$al  ciromnitanee, 
thai  alihougb  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  United  States 
have  long.sbee  been  deelored  huhpmukni^  few  of 
them  have  obtained  the  aetaal  enjoyment  of  thek 
declared  pririlege  t  For  almost  every  man,  who  is 
even  from  his  edoeotion  entitled  to  be  called  a 
gentlemany'ia  engaged  in  the  business  of  his  peculiar 
profession  with  such  bttie  inteentission,  that  he 
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not  derote  so  great  a  portion  of  his  tihie  to  the 
«ervice  of  his  female  ^friends,  ba  he  otherwise  might 
wish.  But  who  can  tell  how  soon  the  day  may 
'Come,  when  in  America^  as  well  as  in  Great  Brii- 
tain^  abandanoe  of  men  will  be  foand  ready  at 
ail  times  for  the  delicate  and.pleanng  office  of 
carrying  a  reticule  or  parasol,  or^  if  occasion  should 
require^  of 

Cap«ring  nimbly  in  a  lady's  chamber 
To  the  lascivious  tinklings  of  the  lute? 

It  has  been  diligently  propagated  by  varkna 
travellers,  who  appear  to  have  been  greatly  preju- 
diced against  the  people  of  America^  that  the 
boasted  independence  of  the  country  has  been  pror* 
4lttctiTe  of  many  injurious  effects.  Among  other 
'examples  of  its  evil  tendency^  it  is  said  to  have 
^one  so  far  in  banishing  civil  and  obliging  disposi- 
tions from  the  people,  that  in  his  intercoui^e  with 
individuals  of  every  class,  an  Englishman  is  in  vain 
toexpeotthe  ^'  Bk^^  and  '^  Your  honour/'  with  other 
tokens  of  respect,  which  are  lavished  upon  every 
person  of  genteel  appearance  by  the  loweif  orders 
^  Iris  own  country*  That  good  things  sometimes 
administer  to  bad  ends, is  what  every  one  knows; 
•and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  in  America  one  may 
oocasionally  meet  with  persoms  of  a  rude  and  bear- 
ish disposition,  who  could  not  for  the  life  of  them 
return  a  civil  answer  to  a  civil  question :  But  where 
is  the  country  that  does  notpvtake  of  a  similar  ad- 
mixtuxe  f    During  my  short  stay  in  New  York^  I 
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ittud  ooeasion  to  make  several  purcliases  amoBg^^  tlw 
n^m-m&a  or  ehop«keepera ;  and  I  found  them  as 
stioojtor  in  modoy  as  perfectly  polished  in  .their 
address,  as  the  most  aceompliriied .  London  Haber- 
da^er*  None  of  them  woald  permit  me  to  cany 
the  smallest  articles  myself,  until  I  had  repeatedly 
declined  their  presnng  ofien  to  send  them  to  my 
lodgings*  I  also  found  every  ckss  of  Americans 
much  less  inquisitive  than  I  was  prepared  to  expect; 
and,  apooL  the  whole,  I  could  have  easily  fancied 
myself  m  the  midst  of  the  capital,  of  my  own  coon* 
try,  if  thefre  had  not  been  wanting  those  beaoiifid 
strocte  ttnd  squares  for  which  Dublin  is  so  justly 
celdbvated;  and  the  refreshing  Hnjgo  of  Uke  hardy 
Wtivsess  ^ 

>Oi  fihglisfa  writers  on  their  country,  the 
AmaoicaBs  have  in  general  a  very  contemptible 
^>[Iihitin-$  but  the  name  of  Mr.  Fearoii  is  an  object 
ofliieir  peculiar  contumely.  I  never  entered  into 
ootit^irsdiion  with  any  respectable  persons  in  the 
city;  when  the  work  of  this  gentleman  was  not 
ittfafoduoed ;  and  with  so  little  ceremony  was  it 
tuiated,,that  I  beg  leave  to  assure  Mr.  Fearon,  if 
these  volumes  should  hiq>pen  to  fall  into  his  handi, 
tfaiitv' on  .revisiting  New  York,  he  will  meet  with  a 
t^ry  :anwelcQme  reception*  On  one  occasion  I  had 
Qeai^Iy  got'  into  a  scrape,  by  a  few  remarks  that 
escaped  sae  in  representing  Mr.  Fearon's  work  as 
ocntainitig  altogether  a  fmr  representation  of  the 
eountry  t  ;When  I  made  the  observation,  thecom* 
pony  immediately  proceeded  to  proofs;  and  one  of  the 
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midrepreaentatiotts  adduced  was  the  aaieriicm,  that 
there  wets  not  a  bed  in  New-  York  fit  for  an  Englufh 
man  to  lie  upon.  I  did  not  recalleet  the  passage  ; 
bat  appealed  to  a  gentleman  present,  whoiiad  been^ 
in  England,  and  asked  bim,  if  any  of  the  beds  ili> 
American  hotels  were  fit  .to  be  compared  with  those 
of  England?  You  will  tell  me,  continaed  I,  that 
I  am  now  residing  in  the  first  hotel  of  this  ci£y ; 
but  I  can  tell  you,  there  is  not  only  not  a  single  bed 
in  the  house  with  a  suit  of  curtains  around  it ;  but 
the  sheets  are  all  of  cotton,  things  to  wk£ch  ivj^ 
vellers  in  England  are  never  accnstonled  !    . 

Another  instance  of  misrepresentation  iwaa  jaW 
leged  to  be  implied  in  the  anecdote^^of  a  gentle** 
man  walking  in  Broadway,  and  a  friend  passing 
him  who  cdUed  Doctor ,  and  immediately:  siicteen 
persons  turned  round  to  answer  to  the  jkBmBiR 
This  I  sufiSciently  defended,  by  replying,  that  Mr-* 
Fearon  did  not  relate  this  circumstance.  As  anobdeiH 
vation  of  his  own,  but  as  having  been  related  by 
some  indifferent  person  in  his  company.  Maiky 
more  examples  were  selected,  but  nothing  to  affieiet 
the  general  veracity  of  Mr*  Fearon,  or  the  truth 
of  my  unlucky  remark. 

The  fact  is,  that  Americans  have  too  much  inhe^ 
rent  vanity  to  take  a  joke,  even  when  it  is  paf»ed 
upon  one  of  their  countrymen  with  whom  they 
have  not  the  slightest  acquaintance;  and  every 
thing  therefore,  which  does  not  exactly  redound  to 
the  making  of  the  individual  concerned  the  most 
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]]lerfecl  of  his  speoies^M  by  their  knook-down  moif^ 
o{  argumeniationy  nolens  volens,  uatrae. 

Miss  Wright  is  a  writer  who  has  succeeded  ad- 
mirably in  flattering  the  vanity  of  the  Americans, 
and  in  teaching  them  to  cultirate  a  wonderfnlly  high 
opinion  of  themselves  and  of  their  nation :  Bat  I 
have  conversed  with  individuals  among  the  more 
refined  classes,  who  only  laughed  at  her  glorious 
representations  of  their  perfect  integrity,  honesty, 
and  virtue,  and  dignified  her  neat  octavo  with  the 
opprobrious  epithet  of  a  mere  pifff.  Those  who 
have  not  intelligence  sufficient  to  guard  them 
against  the  subtle  point  of  flattery,  may  at  any 
time  be  pierced ;  and  to  them,  in  the  large  portion 
of  pleasure  which  is  infused  with  the  wound,  it 
proves  like  the  arrow  of  Cupid,  arid^  immediately 
on  its  entrance, 

^«  K^D  trantpart  thrilk  tfarwgh  e¥«rj  yw» 

They  never  felt  so  sweet  a  pidn. 

While,  on  the  contrary,  the  well-infermed  part  of  s 
community  are  relieved  from  that  morel  blindne» 
which  would  prevent  them  from  distinguishing  be- 
tween ^^  the  precious  and  (he  vUe^^  and  reject  what  is 
offered  in  the  shape  of  food  for  their  ambition,  with 
the  saine  precipitance  with  which  the  stomach  of  a 
sick  man  discharges  an  emetic. 

With  regard  to  American  literature,  I  had  nei- 
ther means  nor  opportunity  sufficient  of  acquaint- 
ing myself  with  it,  to  give  any  lengthened  account 
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of  it3  charaoter  and  progress,  or  to  mshiion  it 
otherwise  than  incidentally.  All  competent  judgBi' 
have  allowed,  that  some  time  must  elapse  before  it 
can  lay  its  own  foundation  by  the  instrumentality 
of  its  own  authors.  The  standard  works  of  Eng* 
lish,  Irish,  and  Scotch  writers  are  still  the  principal 
ornaments  of  public  and  private  libraries  in  the 
United  States;  and,  with  the  exception  of  some  few 
living  and  some  late  men  of  considerable  talent, 
the  American  muse  is  rather  limited  in  the  namber 
of  her  votaries. 

The  periodical  literature  of  the  United  States, 
which,  with  the  exception  of  the  writings  of 
D wight,  Irving,  Browne,  and  a  few  others  of  infe* 
rior  note,  forms  the  only  criterion  of  native  ability^ 
is  tolerably  flourishing.  Besides  the  formkiaUa 
host  of  newspapers  which  are  published  in  every 
town  or  village  of  considerable  population,  there  is 
a  prodigious  number  of  monthly  and  quafterly  pub- 
lications, many  of  which  are  of  a  sound  moral  and 
religious  tendency.  Few  of  them  are,  however, 
deserving  of  notice,  when  compared  with  the  vsm 
rious  excellent  magazines  which,  on  my  return  to 
England,  I  found  recently  established  t  The  intel^i 
ligence  ,  and  information  pf  American  journals 
are,  for  aught  I  know,  correct  and  instructive}  but 
they  are  not  dressed  in  that  alluring  garb  o£  chaste 
language  and  splendid  imagery,  whioh  has  proved 
so  attractive  to  the  rising  generation,  and  has 
tended  so  manifestly  to  resuscitate  th?  dymg  spark 
of  a  desire  for  knowledge,  ip  the  British  Empire. 
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hak^miomg.  the  ionmmb  ^i  Urn  iTamm-wiimUh 
oo-temporaries.  It  differs  from  >  II10  -iBcliintnigii 
nmdi^bs^kftiy  Jb^viewj^  in  bemg  .wocetimpmrtimi  kt 
ilmiA^imms  on  tke-meais.of  thi»:  vxriotm^ho/rim 
yAkit^k^wnxdn^Sy  and  m  eWneing  IsMtiwiilttoK 
^i|9saailuadi^m9ioiii8  apon  those  -mluehii^lmmiWtA 
dMH  ^^mmihy  \  of  its .  conmendbtioii,  Q]tiMc:)«H 
MeDua.t  of  adifferencQ  with  Ikem  upm.fpliiswl 
mad  atb^T  or-subjeetsy  in  oonsequeaoe.  q£  a  ^wpirtaA 
dsAoianey' of  .genius  in  poetry>  fidelity,  jo.  hwiwyt 
•^-iaateiiigta  philosophy  and. sQieiice*  ;Itiajrf|nattjf 
aotpwtaUay  I  tfainky  in  pomt  of  aktiityjM«.i 
«feHMtrah9.i^w3itfa  the  two  which  I  have.niottfdy: 
sodbig^  ,m  .the  erudition  and  accompliAttfncttte  ftC«lt 
■BlioiULcC<mtribatcars9  that  I  oonfesa.  myadi>/m^ 
Wbtar  decide  very  accurately  xm  their 
iirtien!.  cQngtrasted  with  those  of  their 
iiiam  4n  England.  The  literature  of  th«iav« 
vbitatry,  and  the  works  of  their  own 
do  loot  influence  the  general  corn 
Jumnoans,  so  mudi  aai  the  writings  ol.-EuglUbp 
«ra«  The  Sketch-Book  and  Bsr^^hadg^lUk 
wfaMriiaire  earned  so  great  and.  juat  a  iMpiitatii 
lbtu:th(nr  accomplished  author  in.  the  Byiiinhilihn 
«ea miroa  ever  regarded  as  ;da0etvttig:i 
bonisideration,  in  ccnnparisan  pi  rmmxf. 
works,  the  writers  of  whioh^  for  purifcytwf 
ssid  ingenuity  i^  conoeption,  a».>nMnrty 
tin^.^beral  and, worthy  aoiMitr^nwili«^i .   j^u     ^£  i. 
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^  "M^^  pirlftoifbt  fld^  of  "bmuWent  m  N^^ 
V'drk^  Mir  ihd '  Tb^ke^  and;  VaabchaU  GardeiisL 
Tiio  T)&eak»  is.ir^iidat  |i]ain  buildings  abd  the  see* 

•M  ^er^^  fiiligliifhnieii  ia\h5  ^^orpk  drakiaiijuei 
wlKAie  pi»tforttilm<^  k  trery  highly  a][)preciated 
itt  tbei  ttilcy.  VftuMhall  Gardt^ns  resemBIe  those 
df  tit>Q4o&i  (drily  in  the  nanie;  an^  they  wfio 
ktd  l^e  chrigiening  of  the  placed  woidd  have 
dbn^  If iis^i}^  in  giving  it  any  other  cognohieii ;  for 
tiie'6nlyeffbbt^bich  is  produced  by  itd  present 
fiikfy  in  i6  iiiklifce  a  comparison  between  it  and  th^ 
fitr^iih^  tSrard^fty  \)rhich  bannot  bat  *  ternrinate 
anfal^ourably  to  those  of  America.  .  ^        ; 

^  f  fc%  ptfblid  prison'  of  New  York  is  ah  ^xiehsivcr 
Builicting  in  the  D^ric  order.  It  trt^ands  at  a  'p1ace| 
called  Gr^en^^ibh  on  the  banks  of  the  fiudsdn^antl 
inimel^vat^d  situation,  about  a  mile  and  a  hatf 
fhom  th^l  city,  ^o  prisoners  are  received  into  thitr 
^ol,  whose  sentence  of  con^emeni  does  noi 
Skcted  ibr^  yeai^ ;  the  rest  are  generally  placed 
m  the  minoik' prisons;  The  prisoners  are  fed  anSt 
clothed,  and  kept  vt  hard  labour  during  the  tim« 
of  t^tir.  hnprisonment.  It  appears,  that  during 
ihe  yea^  1814,  there  were  received  iiito  this  prisob. 
ilS  cdtarviets,  of  whom  173  were  Americans,  16 
Irisl^,  1^  Sngiish,  3  Nova'  Scotiieins,  3  West  Indians, 
1  Frendhftnan,  1  German,  1  Portuguese,  1  Swede; 
1  DtrtclAmati,  and  1  Scot.  This  enumeration  6t 
the  priiOners  convicted  during  one  year  in  the 
Vot.  II.  Bi 
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English  or  Irish.  This  may  be  aopounted  for,  onthi 

Until  the  year  18VR,' «ti«t»rt,'  Mi^itor,  «itd  «ttwn 
df^¥h^a^BiteadW«flltog*4tttaMyWeWth*'\Hi^^ 
^dttfehW*l#  ^th««feih'in  thd^Stsu*  bf  ^ew¥«rl«^»i* 
sH^6*»tlkt pirio*,  an  Actha* be«m|>Mi«A3»hi«hJd^ 
clbW,'  »»iHat'if  any  persott  cttnfine*  i*  «ie^tei»««P»- 
iiOM;»l*4nybth*i'p*'iion^8haUvitftt%»ildtoalMiWidy 
set  fire  to  the  said  prisooi'  or  to  ^y  «f  t*»  wtrif- 
ifio^bt  other  ereetioftft'witWii  tti*  xwiBi  tii'ei^f, 
of'pVofettre  the  same  to  he^^bw,  o¥  aid-ortfc^'tte 
ddng  lliereof,  or  shall  U  guilty  of  «i  «aMUiit  Tor 
twilWer))^  With  an  4ntont  t*  odttimit  ««r^'«^ 
to^r  tifflbetff  of '  the^-siid  prison,  mO*  penfaftiii*^^ 
ttet*6f^nttet^,J*aUWadjodfBagai»yioi>ft- 
Ibhy'vteashiiftarfflter'death.^'    v'      '...•.- Iq^^'-^i 

^rae- criincto  *»r  wkieh  persona  are  !C««tot<l«i 
thelStotte  Priaon, 'aJid  thfe  pferkrds  m^Hl^  fOqptM 
•Jr^  ebAmitteeirti,  ar^  As  foU'ow : '   ^' -  J"  -fon  ssob 

-^^f  *Kk)6fy ;  minming  ?  h#(6»ktej|^^t«»oq«d 
stealing  from  a  dwelling-house,  some  peMWtlWiwf 
being^  pnt  iA'fdto t  ft»«^ttff  <**  pi»o«*«^ll\«ie«,  or 
the  d6rt«l«kW  <rf  its  bekig^  feoprd**?  fefrgterTP^ 
lid  secftiifSesV  6<*a»t«rfeitlfeg  got*  oi^lllt^riwlili ; 

^tMtrftd  ojETeftee  in  «6iiit»m<tt^  iurt«wi«fi4III«llili»- 
habited  house,  buildin|,*lirn,  or  mill ;  or  m  foig- 
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af»brrtiiii^ii«h  «ieiR|:,fl»A  .all/ i^flGj^cfjfjt^v^^o^^ 

S6t»f\*   '•  ■  '    *«(      •  ,>  *;  r«  .:     '  r     fu-.i  >^/>  ri,,f^k.f. ;, 

Jw^e^'jU^rx^-^-S^Uing  er  4x0hai\giiag.A<rqqi\nM!V%Jf 
^alitci^.iingtraviiigfmy  i]AfitelDr  maluogwclifmxtfs^ 

^ptUwik  .imfiMdied  tioU^a  to  fiUup  en4  j)f^:^>;c^ 
fSnton  far  forgiog  such  notes*  i   .  ,  .. ,  ^  t.,^ 

3fo  j^  Jirson  t>f  an  uninhabited  bpiisi^^  lmldiOS»'9pi;Q»^ 

Tor  itoiUs;  •oottnterfoiiing  any  dwd  or  w|U|  r^ftjt 

ittS^tmg  raal  estate^  b^nd,  •bUl^  or:  tipta- 7(||i^ 

^^wgi^tiiibfe  warnmt  or.  .OFders  nol  being  ak;|(il]j|9f 

-•!itclan^)  endonNunmitiar  amignineMt  4M^^9^I^ 

receipt ;  and  every  offence  above  pelit  danoeny^.i^ 

ooflwnlMd  provided  ibr ;  {qr  iovsiAy  ^warryr^g  a 

W^maa  agipitot  ker  wnil ;  poisonkig;^  :«rb€|i^4c#h 

does  not  lenmie  wtttua  a  yeiur  and  a  fdny  ^  .^  f^cpiuf 

.M«&«li  with  intent  to  rob^  .murder<»  or  commit  a 

hmpe  i .  acknqi^ledging  a  fine,  bail^  ibe«^  ici  the  name 

4r||BNia[a.i0  eqpape  from  the  SH^ate  Pri»Q)i#>or  i^r^ 

J  frther  prkmi^  oonyiated  fee  felopyt  p^rjui^y,-  fr 

iffl^viiation  of  perjury4  ^^md  ^weaning  vndeictbp 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


0g(|  TOUR  THROUGH  THB  UNITXD  STATE& 

Insolveot  Act^  under  Absent  ai^  AfaBconding 
Debtori'  Aot;  lottery  managers  swearing  finlae; 
tiie  like  surveyors  under  the  land-oflBce^  before  a 
Commissioner  in  Chancery.  In  the  Supreme  Court. 

^^  Not  exceeding  seven  years. — Having  in  posses- 
sion oounterfeit  gold^  or  silver  coins,  with  intent 
&o. ;  assault  with  intent  to  rob,  murder,  or  com^ 
mi  a  rape ;  servinjg^  process  under  foreign  autho- 
rity. 

^^  Not  exceeding  five  years^ — A  second  iconvi^- 
tion  of  buying  or  receiving  stolen  goods ;  or  obtain- 
ing money  4>y-ialse^  preteneeaf^or  accessary,  after 
the  fact,  to  any  felony  not  otherwise  provided 
for. 

<  ^^  By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  April  15% 
1SI7,  it  is  enacted,  that  in  all  cas^s  of  conviction 
fer  larceny* which'  may  hereafter  be  had  and  made, 
the  same  shall  be  adjudged  petit  larceny,  unksi 
the  goods  so  stolen  shall  be  of  the  value  of  more 
than  2fi  dollars. 

*^-  Fbr  double  the  original  term* — A  eonvict  for 
years  breaking  the  State  Prison.^'         # 

My  account  of  New  York  must  necesaiaBily  bs 
imperfect,  not  only  because  of  my  shoVt  residencs 
in  that  city,  but  also  because  the  limits  of  tissse 
volumes  will  not  allow  of  further  dilatatSbn.  I 
expect  ve^y  shortly  to  revisit  America,  and'  may 
then  have  more  leisure  fo9  making  observations; 
which  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  .insert^  if  the 
indulgence  of  the  public  shqdid  hereafter  call  fisr 
a  second  impression  of  my  humble  production. 
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THE  AMERICAN  INDIANS. 


So  much  hag  already  been  written  on  the  manners 
and  customs  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  North 
America^  that  it  will  probably  be  deemed  quite 
superfluous  for  me  to  enter  on  a  subject  repeat- 
edly discussed :  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself 
at  present  to  a  brief  sketch  of  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  Canadian  Indians.  The  domiciliated 
Indians^  as  well  as  those  who  pursue  an  erratic  life 
in  Canada,  are  rapidly  disappearing  from  the  face 
of  the  earth.*  Perhaps  before  the  close  of  the  pre- 

*  On  this  wibject  Miss  Wright  makes  the  fofliming  remarics^ 
which  though  in  part  correct,  are  on  the  whole  worthy  of  her  pa^ 
irioUcpem.  She  would  willingly  give  to  the  United  States  the 
merit  of  having  erer  treated  the  Indians  in  the  most  humane  and 
benevolent  manner,  while  she  would,  on  this  as  on  every  other 
eocssioa,  attribate  to  the  government  of  her  native  country,  the 
most  unworthy  motives  and  the  most  {kCal  consequences  ih  una- 
voidable results  of  their  policy. 

"  The  falling  greatness  of  this  people,  disappearing  from. the 
Ihce  of  their  native  soil,  at  first  strikes  moamfully  on  the  imagi- 
nation ;  but  sudi  regrets  are  scarcdy  rational  The  savage,  with 
all  his  virtues,  and  he  has  some  virtues,  is  stQl  a  savage,  nobler, 
doubtless,  than  many  who  boast  themselves  civiliaed  beings  / 
nobler  far  than  any  race  of  slaves  who  hug  their  chains  while 
they  sit  in  proud  contemplation  of  days  of  glory  that  have  set  in 
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sent  oen/^a^9  jJ^Qytpipiis j^i^ibiVrhielrf a Mtie%ilbn» 
tnap.^  300  yei^rs  •airqv  w«re.  (i^t«ir4dy  w^  ecnfatleeir 

nsght^  t^ut  still  holdii^  n  lower  pUo^  ia CRUiioti  than  ■mes ^irfio 
Id  the  proud  q^iirit  of  indepcndenoe^  ttoite  Uw  mft«r  facttiigs  tbtt 
spring  on^  within  tbf  p^lf  cff  i^ptJuitA  li|^.  ^teiMSMase  and 
6pre|^  of  the  ^hite  populaticui  at  thp  capflMe  ai  ik6  wtA^  i%  at 
it  weirej,  the  triumph.  o{  pciaff^.  pyfprt  vjoUHKe  ;  itia  MinervaTa  #lire 
l>eairing  the  palxn  from  Neptune's  steed 

'  "^'Not  that  the  i^bpri^nfts  of  d)iaSQ6L,94WUy'lMnre  wv«rliad  - 
to  complain  of  wron?  anc)  yielence»o&red  Jigr.the  invaders  eftfie 
soil.'  'The  Indian,  as  he  looks  moamfuUy  apon  ikt  scattered tvta- 
IMii  of  his  once  powerfiil  tribe^  recounts  a  long  list  of 'ia|ttffes; 
reoelveu'by  his  ancestors  from  those  stranget»  whoialitey  •  wtililtf 
first  wiiling  to,,i^ve  ^  ffifD^M  tfftd  bro^ert.  nosigi^  ^ 
shbuld'  acknowledge^  that  the  r^ff)l  by  wlycb  tl^  ei^y  acttdetf  ~ 
were  willing  to  hold  a  portion  of  their  territoxy,^  was  that  4»f  pkirT 
chase/  he  may  justly  complain,  that  the  sale  had  little  in  itof  Ikn- 
reciprocfty,  which  was  often  rather  compelled  ttiaif  propio^. 
The' n^t'  contract^  indeedy  were  peaeeftil;  entered  iA^  4UA 
toler^hle  faif negt;  on  the.  pi}^.  8t4s^  an4  wWx  wiUingiiees  on'-fti^ 
other;  but  it  was  not  in  human  nature,  diat  the  neti^  fiolisbt 
tants  should  lonj^  y\e^  wit^f.  j^^at/iiiay  die  growing  atv^a^^ 
new  comers,  whqae  kp<)f|>^i^e^-  ay d  .qiHiaatian  4t^^he  patokUd 
art\  secureii  a^jifajio.^^iqpf^^te^thieiro^opffls^ra  ao  ft^Acf^'diJi 
thatjjf  jOie  wild  ai>8rigjnq|3;,.^4  wtm^htaspi^tf^^^t^  '' 

to  that  of  the  aavag)^  m^^.tl^eiai  aa  auc^  dsngsfoua a^tl^^R^^^  " 
-^4^^M  '%^  ^^«  J?«teW« .  ^ft. WWW  o?  ^hf^vunoiia  <Mi^||^  * 
thinly  fi^^tte^^^  %  S'JW^  M^  AUaft^k,  waa dftffit'afe, 

tempted;  and,  h^  these  sarage  mi^uoefbeei^.tsic^  Ip  t^p^'  ^ 
by  me  different  tribes  a^d  UBf^oif^^  Ijhe  extenofUnatii^  ^  tf^'^ob- 

naturally  ^ous^d,on<A^^^  ^[f^tejt.'  *" 

on  the  other.^  J[n.  t^se.e2u;lj^  fft^  9^'>Pgff9^9^  ^i^e  ^^  t^tal'. 
low  nothi^l^  to  .ti^e  4^ftlQ]^.M»uQVU^  coo^mon  to  th«  Indianfta^ 
men^^and  tc^^tjie  .yild.j^^na, .pf citUar.  i»  thffifk  ia' s&vagea,'  wis* 
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Yfi\l  bftViO  Q0Bi^d  not  mefetf  Ijo  inherit;  ihe  ^oil  Qi 

migbt»  perhafftiy  findnove  caitoe  to  charge  the  nitivies  with  cfuelijr^ 
and  tnachery,  tfaaa  the  European  settlers  witH  injustice.  ^ ' . .  v^r  p 

«'In  oenaidering  the  sufferhigs  of  those  hardy  adventurerf;,  we 
are  filled  with  aatoniahment^  as  well  as  pity  and  admiratiof).    How . 
powerful  the  diarm  of  independence  to  reconcile  nu^  tq  8ud^^|i 
course  of  hardship;  to  lead  him  forth  triota  tl^e  pale  Dr,|:^vi;^^i|^ 
life^  to  seek  his  subsistence  among  wolves,  and  bears^and  sfyj^f^;^^ 
now  exposed  to  Siberian  rigours^  and  then  to  Africf^  |>cajt^;  ei|-^. 
during  famine,  and  breathing  unwholesome  exhalations  [  li^tip|^^ 
hia  iMghtly  fire  to  ward  off  the  attack  of  the  wild  he§»ty,^d%j^ 
preh^n^ng  fisopn  every  bucket  the  winged  arrow  of  the  |ndii^-, 
Well  may  we  look  to  find  a  proud  and  vigorous  nation  19  th^  A^r 
scendants  of  such  hardy  progenitors.  'j.^  ^^^. 

'*  The  attacks  oftjie  Indians  usually  ended  to  their  disadviuptaffeai. 
weakened  tbeip  numbers,  and  forced  them  to  make  coiicessi^ia. 
By.each  a^ceeeding  treaty,  the  boundaries  receded;  anct,  as  t^tt^ 
new  people  gained  in  strength  what  the  natives  lost,  llie  J^ftt^ 
became  as  4DJ9eh  exposed  to  European  rapacity,  as  the  fprmij^  *^io 
ever  bee^  tp  Indian  cruelty.    The  contention  for  mastery  ^twfetf 
the  French  and  Epglbh,  which,  had  the  nadvcs  been  united  im 
their,  coupcilsj,  might  possibly  have  afforded  them  the  opportunity 
of  €^uafiii)g  both,  only  hurraed  forward  their  own  ruin.    The^  ^utn  ^ , 
aeqpenf  policy  of  the  British  Government,  so  magnificei^l^^^^fs^  » 
nounce4  by.tiie^  gsmemus  Chatham,  which,  during  her  ftfuegle:  ^ 
with  the.  revolted  colonies,  raised  the  war-whoop  of  their  say^^, ,. 
neighbours,  was  the  cause  of  additional  ruin  to  the  native  trib^V 
wh9se  mmibers. were  always  thinned,  frhat^ver  might  be  tbq  iss^    . 
of  th^ir  UDpirsioi)s.  .    .  \     .     •- 

''  After  the^tabliahmeDt  of  American  indeperidence,  t)ie..In-< 
dians  soon  felt  the  «|fibct  .of  the  wise  and  humane  system  d^  policy^, 
adopted  by  the  federal  government.  The  treaties  entered  intos 
with  the  natives^  have  never  been  violated  by  her  sanction  6r^ 
connivance,  while  she  has  frequently  exerted  her  influence  t^ 
preserve,  or  to  make  peace  between  contending  tribes.    She  ha% 
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llww^*lM«fltpr8rTfor  fbat  ha*  h\r^y  hfw^  ,Fr9rt«^i 

dmAhfl^yon  tfc*  earth*  ,.,.....; 

^^'Sl  :^  i        '  -    '      '  ;     .  .  .         .....  .; 

pofll^  to.fX0tefA  tfapm  from  the  impc^itiona,of . t|[4|cl^s  wdl.  J^oad 
iobbersj  loid  to  lure  tbem  tq  the  cultivation  of  die  peaceful  4^ 
Among  the  most  useful  of  the*govemment  regulations,  are  tliose 
^hfdh'depVfte  uidfviduals  of  ttie  poiver"  oF  entering  Into^teitl  Salt!^ 
irMtt  iv9tf^tbe  I^diani^  and  which  ef]tdude  spirituous  tSfudghOni 
Sm*$tmu  fmni  tbe  bartaing  Imtie  prosecuted  on  tfie  «^^4hi 
|3|ff^ers.  ..U  is  to  be  fished,  that  the  Canada  governfaei^^pg^ 
egual^|r  enforce  the  latter  regulation.  Intoxication  h#a  froY^  ^ 
yet  worse  scourge  to  the  wild  natives^  than  the  small-pdx.  It  not 
61il^  W6^  then:  fferocity,  but  hurries  them  mto  the  i^blW^fe^ 
and  consequently  the  worst  diseases.  While  blaa&ela^^  ii^M^ 
•ppriiel,4qiipUmeiitB  of  huab^dry^  peltiy*  ^c^  ase  t^  Ai|i6|lcan 
^[Ij^l^  of,  barter  for  the  game  and  fur  of  the  ludUa^bf^^^ 
^o«e^  of  the.  traders  of  the  north-west  are  chiefl;y  ^intaous 
liquors^  and  fire-arms.  *  This  secures  to  them  the  preference  m 
tiiSH^^Miiii  Vnarket;  where  more  furs'  wdl  be  gtveh  for* tt- Ifff ^if 
h^iimifi  M'abiulfeet^  than^fova  whole  bate  of  ^tellfar 'ifMis. 
Ohlfc 811^*4; shortsighted  poUejf.  The  no^em  tn^,^gl^ 
jf^}^^f^uf^i^%,  i|ud  intoxicated  with  liquor,  go  to  war  yrjihfp^ 
p^her,  or  else  with  the  more  southern  tribes ;  which  last  they 
nttve^  in  Wahy  cases,  almost,  it  hot  altogether,  extermi^ania:  T&e 
IMi^^  <>f^Eufok)etti  traSeA;  and  ihe  ^iea  of'pkkg^igUiSgkA 
^yi  Omtsf  i^h  1^  iairages^  have,  uf  kfie  yeani/ilone  warn  Uwmflii 
ilhe^nlpmnation  of  the  aborigines,  by  war  and  diaeasiib>  ^HPi ft** 
^^ei^jthe.ffqpid  spread  and  increase  of  the  white,  poj^ulai^qii^l^j 
the  felling  of  the  forest,  and  destruction  of  the  game.  The  last 
oiuse  operates  only  on  the  borders ;  but  the  others  are  m%  ufVbe 
fkiAB6i  tOki  ilie  ley  barrier  of  the  Nbrth.  The  Tndiii^  W^  now 
-iiBiipfitnlngirom'  the  fkce'  of  the  enrth,  by  the  sHeull  koi^aare 
/operation- of  qon^ption  and  mfeery:  whocevec  the  Amcriovi 
itnider.pierces,  he  carries  poison  with  him^.and  thua  is  at;^f(ce 
Hrprkinff  the  destruction  of  the  native  hunters,  and  of  the  rich 
Uade  which  he  prosecutes  witii  them.**,        '  '     ■   ' 
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Beoancour,  St.  Francois,  Lake  ofnh^  tW(^MlAlto^ 
tains,  and  Cochenonaga,  there  still  remain  a  few 
wandering  tribes.  In  tlie  Upper'  Prbvinae,  tfww 
18  the  remnant  of  a  tribe  at  St  Regis/  another  k|^ 
t^e,  ^y  of  Quinte^  a  tbircl  at.  the  Rice  L^ke,  (C^i4 
iioM«..<fbttttered'Sett]}emeBts  in  the 'nieigkfasMirI»(M4 
irf^¥ofk,  whi«4i,  combined  wsitb  tlM  Shc:N«ttoiiil 
iiffverted  to  ffi  the  first  volume  of  this  work, 'iiiid 

the.  belawares    iand     Moravians    on    the    Rfver 

•'    -J'  •  ,  ■     '  ' "  ^  ->■' 

X^?(^H^  way  prpbably  amount  to  abptil;  6;.9PQ:ffJ 

iii^'^ffliG^  fioiiMin  Cathi^ic  MmMonariw'hs^e/'i^^ 

riiucJh  towards  civilizing  the  Indians  tif  St/ Ke^, 

as  welt  as  those  of  several  villages  iii  the  Lower 

>PriQiripo«t^  uid  particularly  that,  of  Gochf^fM^piigm 

iIiM|aQdv0iie  may*yfitid,  among  eveirydamev^imt&d 

^rtbe  ?tH  Lower' Ganiada,  a  number  of  inft vidiilB 

Who  are  so  far  evangelized  as  to  give  th^ir^lrf^t 

ift  itie  dpctrines  of  the  Christian  religion^  and  ip 

|g[|?afipaaibaUef in ita divina origioat  Bnilpertw^ 

^:lwMr  toever  conversed  with  aay/  Indkuiimhase^lffe 

'^i^d'^^cMversatioti    were   caleukitM''  to  inii^be»'^«t 

^tuefief,  tfeat  reKgionhad  set  up  her  thrdii^'^ii'^Ma 

.  <H>Ii^Upper  Canada,  the  clergymen  of  the  £sta,blisl|- 
^ineii4  bare  made  some  efforts  towarda  the  ewskYOis- 

Mm  of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations)  bub^I 
"^believe  their  exertions  have  not  been  followed  witti 

any  great  success.    The  chief  misfortune  for  the 
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«m»df  natiVo.batliMiibf,  Bti4'M.vlltlte'fioqiiBiitai 
wildi^hetlxid  M  tttith  tUp  goMl  mftpw  6f  dhriliwA 
iaiibmfy\  their  pefieevwtiii  deilfoyvdi  fc^  thm  hmm 
inita4^Taf')i«iVBud9naral-0viLi^  wlaV 

-(^Jb^kiiigin^  io-  natibns  pvi^fwieiUf  01iriiliaiiy#adk 
oiaiminf  tb«  privilege  oCthiDl'flacMdBaine  ia  eiiiH; 
tmdifctmeti w  /to  j  itike .  oh^olK  pf  j  iBiwmr  ignoquA 
aaUtaicLpk^  41m  cohered.  pebpIe,^bQllt>;  dirtnrbab 
tiuttL.  in^  thii  qdet;  ipaneflakm  of:  Ueir    laJiinjii 
hamlsy'  asd    taugh*  them   to  nontaminato'  their 
teawk^t^hi^Mabkl  pumiite^  by  .aa  ooe«ucnial  ndidt 
gence  in(^Boi9  of  dinipatioa   and  debaaohery^opC' 
wKk^ih^ 6eeU hkrm  no  i«leee  but  eodi «urfdre 
^bieitei;  fronr  the  ezasiple  of  ottierk  *  JEhuuiipiB; 
UM)qnrJbeen  more  pawerfal  than  pracept  pibtadiik 
VBOB^tiM^hadk  example  of  thaw,  who  first.  viaito4^the: 
w9dai«£dlim«iea9  which  .gare   tha  liof  U^.^UkU 
BUmiir  ar idaelaved   profemion^.  and i  aot <  cnljrliers 
eiieterfidftiiel  lEieiprai  propemdtiea  of  the  ladiui^iy 
eoatimMil   eicoitemmftt   but  taught  them>itti41feaiDi 
n^^antettte^of  ooot  aiui  aobev  refleatien,  tcf  ideiqHia  a: 
p^ai^iwho,  at  the  same  time  that  thej.  peatendaAi 
to;i$oiehia  great  degree  of  etvHisatioii,  cQiild.iham#/ 
iflijai:  ladalge.  and  enooiinage    otiier&  in  imfaiil) 
which  were  evidently  destructive  of  the  happioeai^ 
taftbeJ. 4eri.ved. 'either  froib  a  refined/ or/ (fikwlin 
o«agiiiali<staAe^  eif  aocdety.     The  aoiumiaeiiaftiiflfl 
»woh(f^  ^me^ial  ccutitammtdioiQb  ihaiijimfiiiifattatalifCv^ 
b0en^.i^t^y:t^:tiisM  wlMnthfi^bettapf*^  ofianqfc*- 
li«#)i  MeJotyniyi^4:  h^^aftjtoifeal  ibrdtheiidfaaabi^ 
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TBtlfHnJtNS. 

mmt,  ilutt  hei  it  ntlitrideluate  vpop  Ai^^  pniii^cifi 

diffiacdf  *to^  flliMP  tin*  tiici  InAiiins.  li^va)  ptiinaeb 

dbcMilfttK^y  'iMiMi  Boropersqpi  baU^  hare^ifainid^ 
direittth^mvthffibany  ofte  irf  tlletewoitldtiMicb'^iniwJ 
MtaiULy  daMOina:  kolttef  df  iduskaf  ^ii]itat{|ii8tii»^ 
ti^cm.1rp';ftuldryOiraiii|f  other  top^  sons;!^ 

•u-^Imw  hod  £r«qiie»i  opportmitiBs  di«hietrfli%4H« 
jBhfrtioaLtrafth  of  these  ri^Huurhs^.iti  oonTferfastioiuf^ 
i^iththe  Indians:  For  whenever  I  havealtettptedi 
tom^rove  them  tor  profane  ftwearingK)ir:jebcecbbkno^ 
dmrikenxiess/or  iany  other  erime«  they«lai^  inkTbi^r 
ridbly Reused  themselves  on  the  grooad^  tfaaA  \Hitto» 
nivh^avei  giuliy  of  similar  praotioeS' ;  and*;BbEiAafetK' 
n«to«hi  rtheir.  belief  in. ihe  incapEunty  of  ^vvhila'iian- > 
to4flayih  them  aay  tbing'.  faster  than  ^bAiftimfx 
hli9to'^alMi)dy'taiigbtf  tbem,  tbot  evefy  mtsBid^^^yi 
who'.iftify  hereafter  attempt  their  oonrreF^jcm .to 'the*- 
Ohidstian  faith^  will  find  a  formidable  handier  in>bl»'^ 
wagrj«<';",>i  V  v  *•../>  ^-.^-^^  (\:,idw 

/jiThiii'bDwavbr  ii  not  ^e^bniy  injury  wy^h^^lh^*^ 
Ihdians' faat^e  nstained,  at  the  Imncb  of^^^Hor^^ 
wjio  •^vehemently  lay  claim  to  somethiti^  ^t  ^< 
Bnftmdt'  mrtiiMw-  Among  many  other,  sj^ecnes'  ^ 
op)^«wibn  whfdll  i^^te  ptSK^ied^^iK^titeitf 
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-rJV 


IpMtol  wa*> tli«  : moBt^  gamvafo.-^  -^  mit>MQm<9*9mtm 
worn  &»'^ «Mn»i  time  besiii. jlai|B  ikmuyd-wiihisma^ 
ik^  B«i«iih<Go«»ttimGPBl>  Bitty  pteAaaB^tiftirnhndi 
wiA  pa^<bi»  it'm  *  ihamfer iitfao Jfaortj  aimal mpiii  i 
4MP  4b<»"Jadap)^ >  'But/  «t41<>  m;  :tUy) >4»pi9»oif 
lb«b»lti«ii^'«key«»»'  ooni]p8lIed7Jt*jrttirp?i%itlftr 
Hfttf  ^^tldenilMSf  of  to  T^raoin'  spHltdnd  Iqkiipi 

^f^iAiybii4»«v(ery  dft^  faeoeme-  smtnar  wsAHmmfi 
4^ofltt'^to'  ke  iprocttred  ^ '  mnt.:  ^f9iiev$,r9kB'i^mw 
assimilatioo  ■  ■-»■  effected  to  jfekmr  pmopvii  hiwaigwi 

saiii.    VK)  V  ,p£.i.««W9«9«fi»  .  ..tj|'4}li(J  no 

'  '  of  648,000  acres.  ^  *  5«  TO 

"*^^^  Nci^etober;  The  Rice  tile  piiTctatfe/^'^^^^^^^  "^^ 
m     C4     .<>     .-  of  M«%^  ftcreljr      bnB  7^3!^ 

Li>  i  Ai        I  '.  of  5/»,\90#5ii^:,:!.  ^.^^i  afiaPtacfti 

;  (Midland  District)  of  i7000  acr«b.       WT    tf 

«BrtW>liS8MidB/l*«f  i#  the  4iWial  c^J«»ifif  ^IrfJ?  iM^ff^ 

for  fys  on  the  grants  of  land  to  emigrants.    Thi^  system  preyirti 
any  complaints,  or  evert  a  iWrinui  oV  aiqf^3wPfrolff  TO^»I«<|P- 
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TJUKIHlllBWS.  fl^l 

lioiliofi>o]iaMaifi'dbd  Bo^idtywD  Ji:  js  iimbfltlbfabm 

iMwtUy  ^  whwsMa  iipnritiuiBs^  ii<{imn(  terii»  Iv^aw^dn 
pbnUer  ^dantili0S.th^Ar^^  rBilttlhJM  Ait» 

w  %^  fmm.  itKodueitigA4Ji0.'.de«iedi:  ^fi^c^j  FiW 
Uio«gl|it  uod^abtedly  ip»v:iai^  nMB^jfbT^mlfrogm 
leUiBglliqiiot  >te  thi&  JtuUaiui^  vA»  ioiti^y{detiiitii 
iugrcpt  and  imqaitoiisvprodt  fiK»a:lte(ikiwi^  ^ffrft 

^pmntitT^^  «ndi£pomirMeivmg^  ia^aotl.i^aNtis^ 
«na^  aofuU'  remuBevatioti,  tiMHigh  «k>t(;  jn;t{o§8«9^ 
Itt^bmethin^  eqinvafenC  if  i»iBiipwiorw:!i)aiimil:iKi> 
Those  tribes  which  have  no  villages,  but  still  coti- 
^TMe  tVw&nder  about  from  place  to  ^lac^;  appear, 
to  civilized  man^to  live  the  most  wretc'h^  W(& 
odlilf^nrttess  lives  tmaginabie.  Entirely^^li^QiaMlent 
on  th^ir  guns  and  their  spears  for  every  thing 
w|^ict|,.{fupports  their  Qaiaerable  existence^  they  are 
often  exposed  to  tb^  pinchings  of  hunger*  In- 
doleolbT  and  impmvideiit,  they  seldom  go  in 
quest  of  game,  ankU  absolute  necessity  dsinreittfaem 
f  A>m^tl^e  lazy  slumber  of  their  wig-wams.  Indeed 
t^e  i^9p  may  be,  said  to  be  supremely  indolenit ;  for 
they  compel  their  wives  to  do  every  thing  which 
Itiv^Hrm  hard  labour.  WhMk  an  IndiAn  shaiils^JA 
'^eer  at  the  distance  of  three  or  fcmr*mife8^fik)i£|ldEs 

riving  at  his  wig**wam,  acquaints  his  unffME^W^St^ 
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nil  AWisbtiL 

i#ife  wHk  his  nvtc^mii  itiii  idfer^  h»i  b  whttl  4i- 
ire«tio&  ke  h^  lefi  the  gamew    WitficMit  mi^  idgw 
df  dissotis^cHion  she  pi-oeeeds  to  the  spot,  iriili  ^tn* 
isrritig  ceHainty,  abd  strapping  the  <leer  apoa  her 
beek,  cfheerfilU;f  htingB  it  to  hfir  la!£7  lord^  "tAo 
ikitis  it  aild  then  leaved  her  td  complete  the  drei- 
iling,  while  he  t'edliites  lipon  his  beap*skift^  eeeniki^ 
insensible  to  evety  thing  hiA  his  own  eMsfoM. 
'   I  da  not  ntoMiom  this  as^  an  example  of  fiet^ilist 
inhumanity  on  the  part  of  the  oM-seK  iimnAk 
the  other ;  but  merely  as  adding  another  td  tiM 
httittei^Mis  iristonceis  which   have  been  at   trariont 
times  adduced  in  proof  thttt  accordii^  as  a  jieople 
is  farther  reniofved  fpMI  i  skate  <]tf  dvtiiztttiMs  the 
fMl^le  part  of  the  inhftbitttats  are  held  to  be  of  in* 
ferior  rank  arid  importattfee.    How  it  eattie  to  be 
disputed!  whether  females  are  posseisedof  eoub, it 
k  diflbdlt  to  gue^s ;  or  how  they  httire  bk  ihe  esei 
df  batbai^cms  aild  heirftfaen  nations  beetfme  so  anjfisily 
thesubje^  of  oppression,  A^leot  and  depreesft*' 
tibn,  I  cannot  teH^  unlew,  indeed,-  it  ttay  Itove 
tfi^ighmted  in  the  tWcl-fold  cttase^  oH  tlii^  map&n6^ 
iHrei^b  of  tK6  men^  nMtl  their  ^iiij^ttM?  t^mlBf^ 
dse  *  sepfbmac;^,  AUd  in  the  iflferioY  JirOtigffeot 
the  women,  and  thdir  Wiffi^^ness  to^  be^  Haade  Mb 
ilertienitothe  wi^efs  of  theii^  loif^.    I^erhttfsthe 
hbie  tefifMd  heai^nH  Were  inAieeil  to'^go  one  stefl 
farther,  in  deiiying  to^  the  femkiles  of  lAieir  natieny 
the  possession  of  a  sool/in' coMeqotniie  of  fte 
hoard   of    speculative  and  ^titioib.  knbpvribdge 
which  they  have  aecumttUkted,  and  wtioh  laui  only 
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tand#d^  torfbr  il  lewl «  any  dmm^fery  hm,  hMtttio 
hmem  mrfci-  of  its  ^eete,  to  eonfiriii  mnA.migmai^ 
jririie  it  refined  and  syartemattzed>  their  xuitiire  and 
wsqnired  barbarity. 

>  To^Tilized  men,  thesitttaticm  of  thesapeoj^f  umi 
aa  wall  aswmnen,  appears  hardly  saperitnr  to  tfapt 
a€  the  haatla  whiek  periah ;  and  to  thoae  eapaddy 
^^ho  ara  aeqaaiiited  with,  the  hirtoryof  tfam  ap^ 
pvas»o!ui,  it  will  in  many  partioulara  appear  maaii 
mor6  degrading  and  miserable.  Laboaring-  Vkm 
averyson  of  Adam  pnder  the  earae  wineh  his 
pradsnce  entailed  on  his  porterity^.  they  are  i 
•paHad  to  provide  by  one  sort  of  toil  or  anbtihsrySi 
aaanty^.  and  precarious  subaistenee,  whieh^  in  tha 
aasa  of  all  graminivorous.animals  at  letfat,  is  asals* 
tared  with  profusion  all  over  the  earthy  bsA  is  ema^ 
•aaqpiantly  proeurad  with  but  little  toA  aad  laai 
•anxiety.  The  cattle  on  a  thousand  hiUa  eoremA 
with  nutntions  herbage^  regularly  partake. a€ 
^wilare^s  bounly^  without  either  foresight  or 
aiid>  when  satisfied  with  food^  lie  down  in 
kwns  where  none  of  the  painful  r^ecttons  tn 
^whfteh  reasonable  creatures  are  subject,  pimvmt 
thaes  fffoan  enjoying  that  repose  which  renoyaiaa 
stspogth,  and  prepares  tham  Car  the  giatifr* 
of  the  suceeeding  day.  On  the  other  lupi^ 
.th»  Indian,  with  an  appetite  as  keen,  oftanjq^daa 
wi»l»day  m  raaging  the  wiWeme«  m  ^««rt  oil 
;ga«ia,  whieh  are  thinly  scattered  up.and.dow^ 
.aaid^^tao  irfkaa  elnde  th&.moat  vigilant  saipoi^ar 
.baffle  the  sw^skt  spaad.  Weary  and  hangif^ 
Vol.  11.  Cc 
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^bA^6ppmm6d   with    tlie  gtoMikit 

he   returns   without  food  to    liisr  iiunlatad  wip^ 

waiii^  Btid  k  hafled  by  the  ernes  of  bbliltier  oiuidreB, 

^'•nuher^  we  are  hungry;  we  Impv^i   waltaA  iqr 

^twr^Mtttrii  with  thoughts  of  eindetf^  aifiki  looks 

^eoK^elai^ ;^  we  ka^e  y«%tyed  for  yxMir  ais^Mi^ 

iMit  ala0}  we  peroeive  th«t  our  prayers  havwbeto 

te  vein  V*  How  wreiobed  ie  the  lo&ef  ^ucba  paMHl, 

4i^w  miserable  is  tbe  hAe  of  sacfe  cbiMpeH  !/^       * ' 

<    iThis^  however,  is  not  all;  Imras  the  nigbi  • 

tSta)  the  Mki^w-stonn  fiieqaeotly  poars  its  felid  ^ 

yen  iato  tibeir  uttproieded  bats  i(  wbate;  bm^iy 

4bdedld5  they  strive  i&iraiii  to  deamfoooir 

4il^,  tly  6^kn6g  thai  sleep  whieh  the  wiDtrj' 

itoiiishesik>ita  their  ey^s.    Ofti^ti>  todi  oflton  kam^I 

' wfftiessed  seehes  l&e  this^ :     FVeq^eaftly  hM^l  if^ 

'i^d  these  neglected  s^Msof  Adam,  kmdSe  a^^flte 

^nlAe  tnidst  of  the  wilderness,  avid,  rdHing  tfedas* 

^Mi^  up  ih  a  blaal^el,  st»elcb  t&eirtMittMiiigliailB 

tf^h^  B«d  of  snow,  without  a  iAufmn*  mii  a^HlWat 

ii  sigh ;  tod^efqaeslly  hat«  I  seen  tltoiA  ^ii/lic^tMg 

'it  vain,  from  their  wbite-faoed,  but  UttekubeiflMsd 

^^M^!fbours,  permission  to  partake  for  Alriilglo  ti||it 

dffhe^  conifer ts  of  the  wfaite->nmB^s  dwsniki^.  *  - 

'    ih' America,  the  name  of  an  Ti6dlMi  ifr  Ifa^gw, 

gives  eidstettce  to  none  btfl  the  iii<M  afchutfAtwii  «lid 

coAtemptuons  feelingsr.    TIm  people  rdgiflrtb^ 

'  ais  bei«^  destiiied  by  their  Great  €treat<yi^,  to  \ 

^  eAl  the  hardships,  and  all  the  croeltiee,  wMeii8%« 

.the^white-mon's  power  10  inflict;   ^^Ph^^v^MspWk 

elf  ibein,%iii  being  destitate  of^n^tmttefttd  partj^aad 
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>  lOitjitie  *8«ibjei^  of  an  Indian's  eafi^c^j  or>nM» 

]»olkjr  bnrihfi  'Ml|«iwxiieiit  of  knowledge,  X^Myaftiyk 

4oi  betlmr   tlMn    qubte  Mus  Wligbi?!  jiift  jip(l 

gimraw  i  apology  for  fJbie  puoil^of  those  imptg 

tliOiooloiured  inholiilwtto  of  the  Am^eftn  CotiliiH 

MWl^  ;  wlipe  hAve  dbHingaished  thsmelres  Jb  .th# 

arts  And  wieaow  of  icivilia»d  life :    ^^  It  hat  hMH 

\>mmuh^^  that  there  is  no  ia^noeofatfy  bitfan 

yWiiith»  w|iQ  has  been  educated  m  iha  oalleg»«£!al 

Ahfaa^tatMt,  having  risea  to  dislinetioiii  Qr;al««M#4 

4i^fl»ce  kk  einrilieed  soeiety.     We  intiBt  bMir  ^jii 

jiBihidy  ^laty  that  not  one  in  a  thousand  ofaoy  miP 

!i?h«li(|oe  rar  is  gifted  by  nature  so  as  to  b^oooia  4k^ 

tiafuished«   Experiments  of  this  kind  hav^bithfl^ 

k^n  few^  aad  we  awst  draw  many  blaaka,  4Dt949A- 

ttfny  b$fi»»e  we  oaa  draw  a  prisie*     6eoaiid)Qr>  41 

rimy  1)^  MppoMd  that  liha  prouiAer  siwit^f  irho.  M9P 

i«SM^|f  th^.  stcongar  intaUaets^  have  :  been^  thop 

::n1bo«:9pttrnad  the  restmiat  iinipwed  by  habi^^alMl 

ilfMvMfu^ejgfi  to  those  ol  theur  raca^  i^i^  w^i^.Qi^ 

^^ftfiqai  Ifta  r^Knaments  of  strangws  to  tba  W^iVAfl^ 

woods»  and  the  savage  ways  of  t)^  £^^iyu 

.WMf^  w  ^  young  mind  itf  vigoafr  aiMl.ef^Q/* 

tliwwjDwitisnat  aurioas  to  trace  the  ohi^raalMriff 

ithfiye.who  gave  it  being,  and  is  not  pvspi^Jb^MKKiS^ 

Miit  soittathing  naUa  aod  si<igakrly  a^Uai^ti^ 

iVkV'^^  ^^^  kuowto  tha> feelings  »i  Wf  orp hiPf 

.:wh(m  in  a  house  and  oountry  foreign  to  hw.  »9f^ 

how  ih^  3!farM,'(o  tasar  of  those  who^n^Mii  ihis 
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lifflRjiDMEiory;  liow.liie  anuMan  themi  ia'^oiifaid^ 
poUo^n^n  Ihdr  namMia  moments  of  dkbtem^i  iauk 
idly  fancies  that  fiyriune  could  never  h^^m  wntof 
fiadOtt^ilfaL '  a  i9BT^  had  tfaey:  lived-,  to . :  cheridk  and 
pmktoiOiim;  tfaByiwk*8o*&ie  it  has  faran.  to  knnpr 
Mdh4Myq]igB,<iidli  dasify  <M>noeiifiei  how- thayiMaii^ 
ladisB^ldoDfl  among  stflaqgaes^.tanst  iook  araitlaUji 
i^ntheiiwiUelaiesi^:  \viiere.liJsi« tribe  tread  thaiiaaiiti 
oCili&r  iatften^  ifinee  as  ihe  -winds^  and  ^laldfaaifli^ 

YTBflifasD  esdltMivA  apology  is  imppily  net  reqmnda 
Sor  ftaneHtai  ttxamplea  aM  already  upiao'  YcoorA 
of  Indians  possessed  of  a  spirit  as  proad^  a  msad^ae 
9a^toeioileiFfaiid''a  soul  as  enterpiisiii^,  tm\Baayf:^o{ 
IhefeiiJillvti^ixietou 

Ti^odliNf  theiprkn^ii^al  cfaaraoters  of  whom  I>  hmif 
gew.edfenjr  knowledge  by  report,  is  Captain' BrabdM 
ISiis  'dBMi\f(9M  every  ofie  tliitt  is  at  Bll*aeqoaint0i 
WtlidiMtliiitMy  of  4 America  mast.wdH  ^knotr^  mi^ 
ifjaii{S>iXy\eL  brave>  soldier,  but  a  skilfat  polikidiiby 
Qttidttie  sole>0oaduotcMr  of  all  <  the  treaties  betnreen 
ttl0(fS)ttglish  'GavwmnBat  and  tke  Six  Nattoas: 
iiild&iMsd0vidI  this,  he  was  so  deeply  ittpfrfess^ 
witiloti|per.neiiescaty  there  was  for  people 'ofsovery 
tongoerito'.  btfeome  acquainted*  witk  the  .GkriiAiflii 
IMigitJny/ihatii^  undertook  the  translatioDr^jf  .iba 
foirifil«aqMl&iiite(tlieIkiiginge  of  Ins  oara^natM^t 
jiM^teEftli0t>Gtorapfethm : oC ' thia  labon^ 
taskv«4ia<  p^  oi^t  :to  Bnglaad^  paad^itiliicionait** 
qneM5qaf(j[iiiiking>  rather i  freely iian^b-tka ; 
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he! >viBii  Ibmid^  'ou  bk  retoitt  to  fan.  qatireoawniiiyj 
to^bave  lost  much  of  hi»faarmeir  Fciiskfor^sqligabii^ 
QDd  bis  re^a^d  for  itd  best  ofaserraneofl*       '.'^1  ^/l>i  , 

Thd  son  of  tbis  ebief  is  dtiU  Itrin^^  amft-^emtod 
vpon  bis  own  estate,  atibebttadof  LakeiDlilfiaTOj 
Bb.«fao  is  an  exanple  of  the  IndiaHs^  ciifiMilj^fiHS 
kiicrWledge  end  Tefinemeni;  fbr^  in)  nocMrbssiMl 
wpect^  than  in  tbe  eokmr  of  bis^^skin^visK^iidiiy^ 
diffemttce  perceptible  between  htm  audi,  ab  rfiri^dia 
pean  gentleman  of  birtb  and  edweat]|>fK^.'iIii<(bij| 
manners  and  aequiremenis^  and  in.  biso  oinlinUry 
Aapovtment^.  he  is^  what  is  geneialljr-.tesmnd}  lOS 
perfect  gentfeman.'^  ^        -         iri*i^;nT'to 

Another  celebrated  Indian  is  Teduuiialiv'iio^e^ 
in  tbe  capacity  of  a  warrior^  so  mateiicdlyilHibiiltoft 
tba  Britisb  in  tbe  last  war.  This  man^  idtho%h 
bd^deratedalLbis  time  and  bis  talentet  tOiiU^iVM^ 
ticB.  and  intereeis  of  the  Britisb  troops/twas  dit>T 
afraid  4oi confess,  ^Mhat  he  still  o^wed  tlMbi^itar 
^^,ike  imaders  of  his  country ^  a  grudgcff  afidr^tfakt? 
^i£  he  could  have  atiy  hope  of  aitimate^wcblwi; 
^^  he  would^  not  rest  till  the  forests  were  i^midowit 
^<  to  their  native  tribes,  «nd  every  uAii^'ifuinimk 
^^eixpelled  from  America!"  •  Heife  was^a  tfjcftliv 
o£  the.  real  patriot ;  a  man,  who,  at  the  sainafitsinii^ 
tfatrit  :be  could  easily  distingoish  betfmeniithailr^ 
spaetcv!e  merits  of  opposing  factions^  and  'WeAA  imH 
therefore  repress  an  impetuous  desire  of  embraoiA^ 
thieonight  cause,  was  never  able  to  forget,  hoW^^ 
baisnight  faavcfoiYiven,*  tfase  nriginBiiiap^reBsiofiip 
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.lw4^r,Miii*4fh,4w  .awef^f^Mt  fl»ll«m.fMf<f«l* 

iqiig<fB]^#)itpcMe,  tbat^Mriule  ao  OEiu«b  bfm  %9^dKllw 
^r  .^)|C()o«|ivwn|i<?»  leir  eiyiUzfttioii  »i>i^mmt  ^itVKj 
.4{|^  i^if^«Bii»^uw,  (lie  Noiitb  Ammm»lni\mm 

iia\y^.qf,;iliwiow»ry  lAliour,»re  cwJly  lB^4miltm- 

iifM^em  hiwr*  w»l«  <»paj»te  «f  Igiowkdgtt,.  jwi4 

IM^d^l^i^iMSA  in fiiM)t.  BiitkiMic0ly«wJM)ii|th0.Ip4M* 
■«Wf4ry:  way  m  i»u«h  «uf»r4or  t«  tbe  HatfontH 

prefcn^f^  w»9  i^eni  and.nnQe  ik9  ium^S0 
^^^^f^efHtmts^mfmi  of  aaiaaiooa  hfty»  htfJhunfaK^qiHi 
«9ffl»^  qcWfi»e4>  l^t  U  WW  imponAfetfl  4HiiIinl«» 
^,!vMe  Asa^  at  onoe,  »  ifomumaa^watmlbmMt 
i4iM»sm  W  IW>4«».  «•  we  haw  AMU  fto:}iertfe»iMaf4 
l7ii(^4«ttaipA|lticul«r<iiiii3tar  oC  the  «M«V  uli^ 
^fRfmi^r,  ti^t^  .wuoflB  io  tt»,vA£rt«Mkiri«Mfe 
ip.  tbftvWlfrt  ladies  ^as  ona  of  Ifaa.  fi^mwiaitPJiiB 
iiy,tJba,I^gl«9b:.  For  the  pity  vhio^f^tiw 
^  tifi/^^^9t^«ff»PfMlfi»  Qf  tiMM^  islwldft' 

\ 
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pelled  the  organizera  ntA  aiipporteni  of  misiiitttiiit^i^ 
iiicHeifies^  out^of  imnre  and  deserred  eomt)cu»{oki>  ta 
send  teachefs  .of  the  Chridtiftn  ReKgi^a  iky  those 
pMftti  fiirtt^  \^here^  m  eoturequeace  of  the  ^^Ic^sr's 
iM^ff^  with  respect  to  the  ^radttal  ebcAiiibi^  'dT 
Uairery^  it  ^vinas  necessary  that  the  poor  Aft^fbia 
AmlA  learn  ^'  patienee  under  their  Mfibi^fh^;^ 
«6d  be  directed  to  that  ^^  hap]^  issti^  <Ait  of  iill 
^Iherr  afflfetiohs^''  wiiich  is  proiicHs'e^  tothe^m,- In 
iiiliAiiiibn  with  all  who  ^^  believe  in  thef  bonk  (9¥Uit 
43hjfi8it  with  their  hearts  unto  righteoiitsness^^  '^B(tt 
<I^^eeHaBily  am  rather  astonicdied^  thatt  ^lest^^fe^elii^ 
lOT'neiirlyin.that  order,  the  obstinate  f^ow^Hs^  of 
4he  Hindoo  philosophy,  who  have  hitKertaTdsfsIM 
l#jth  ao  nMch  hardihood  alt  onr  attempts  ^'sUal^ 
di&elirandatioii  of  their  supeMiftiaut  and  viflAi>fl^|^ 
liiiiih)  should  be  selected  as  worthy  t^Tecerv^-tti^ 
^raoioos  6fie^  of  a  system  of  religion  as  m^eifai 
^ttMi<iUarandsuldime,  as  their  owil  is  oriieV' colli 
iiiseidy  and  ridicnloiisr  The  noble  cdnceptiods  *  6f 
isn  Omnipresent,  Invisible,  and  OnmipatettVHBI^S^^ 
^ho  made  and  has  governed  the  world  evet^Mnge 
ji^had  an  origin, — which  have  been  delivered  lio^ 
Jb^  their  fathers  ta  the  latest  posterity  of  th<^  Iinrc^- 
sms  of  North  America,  and  still  exist  in  tAb  ttxW 
^eidiness,  to  influence  ^in  some  degtee^the  lictibi!^ 
and  tile  thoughts  of  every  inhabitant  of  tfa^^wbckK^I 
•*<*MMi^liit  surely  to  have  proved  a  strong 'i<eebm- 
IneniGlAlMn  f^A"  a  tau(^   eai'fiiMr  imrVKla^ioin   itf 
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Chrisitiaiiiif  among  them,  wfaeu  thmr  aw»  systeni 
of  religious  belief,  to  say  notluttgof  tfaesirpf^ior, 
docility  ^f  tbeir  dinpositions  and  ib^  ff^^^^^ 
streii^th  of  their  understandings^  is  so  mueb  better 
adapted  to  be  moulded  into  that  parer<  and  moft 
encouragipg  form,  than  that  of  many  who  faaM 
been  privileged  with  a  priority  of  presentation^ 

.Feeling,  as  I  do,  a  consciousness  of  the  saperioi 
clium  which  the  North  American  itidians  offev-te 
the  attention  of  tibose  who  have  the  direotioft  o( 
missionary  institutions,  and  being  also  ousted  ftpon 
by  a^  powerful  sympathy  fbr  their  present  desohte 
and  pitiful  condition,  I  could  with  great  pleasoM 
enter  more  deeply  into  this  part  of  my  aabjeet^ 
but  I  may  not  exceed  the  narrow  limits  wbieb  I 
Have  prescribed  for  myself,  and  fherel(»re  I  shaft 
leave  it  to  the  consideration  of  my  Christiaa  read- 
ers,, whether  the  Indian  subjects  of  his  l|^ajeiltj^ 
who  were  so  materially  serviceable  in  the  diffsi^nft 
engagements  of  tfa^  late  war,  and  who  stand  is.  so 
mudi  need  of  religious  instruction,  ought  not 
most  certainly  to  become  the  iminediate  objecfts  of 
i>urimiiotts  eaid  Chiistian  regards. 


vims. 


James  XichoUy  J^HnUr^  22,  Warveiek  Square^  Lmdon,' ' 
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